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Hunter,  four  sons,  Dexter,  Gilbert,  Paul,  and  Royal 
Hunter.  He  had  tliree  brothers,  lohn,  Robert, 
and  Harvey  Hunter,  the  hist  named  being  the  only 
one  surviving  iiini,  and  who  is  now  engaged  in  the 
lumber  trade  at  Albany.  Earl)-  in  life  Air.  Hunter 
connected  himself  with  the  "Methodist  Church  at 
Valley  Falls,  and  throughout  the  period  of  his 
residence  in  that  village  contributed  to  the  utinrst 
of  his  ability,  in  time  and  money,  to  the  support 
of  that  organization.  Upon  removing  to  Albanv 
he  united  with  the  Hudson  Avenue  IMethodist 
Church.  About  the  year  1866  he  severed  his  con- 
nection with  this  church,  and  united  with  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany.  This  re- 
lationship continued  until  his  death.  In  business 
jNIr.  Hunter  was  a  thoroughly  honest,  straightfor- 
wartl  man,  of  more  than  ordinary  foresight  and 
enterprise.  He  did  not  follow  in  the  wake  of  other 
men,  but  originated  almost  e\ery  business  venture 
with  which  he  was  ever  connected.  Striking  boldlv 
out  in  paths  not  trodden  by  others,  with  a  faith 
that  never  wavered  and  a  courage  that  never  failed, 
no  matter  how  unpropitious  the  outlook,  he  carried 
most  of  his  enterprises  to  a  successful  issue.  Em- 
ploying, as  he  did  in  the  last  years  of  his  life,  several 
hundred  men  of  different  nationalities  and  almost 
every  grade,  from  the  skilled  mechanic  to  the 
humblest  day  laborei\  he  made  it  a  rule  to  ac- 
quaint himself  personally  with  every  employee. 
And  while,  on  the  one  hand,  exacting  the  most 
faithful  service  from  each,  on  the  other,  he  took  a 
personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  all,  giving  them 
kindly  advice  and  substantia!  assistance  in  every 
time  of  need.  By  his  men  he  was  universally 
respected;  and  the  most  touching  tributes  that 
have  since  his  death  been  contributed  to  his  mem- 
ory were,  in  notable  instances,  those  uttered  by 
these  employees. 

In  all  social  relations  I\Ir.  Plunter  was  all  that 
any  man  could  be.  A  kind  husband  and  father, 
and  absolutely  true  to  every  requii'ement  of  social 
life,  he  was  possessed  of  a  ,  generous  nature,  a 
sanguine  temperament,  and  a  modest  and  retiring 
disposition. 

While  he  preferred  the  seclusion  of  his  own  home 
to  the  allurements  of  public  life,  he  never  failed  to 
lake  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  of  public  con- 
cern, or  to  cast  his  vote  and  exert  his  influence  as 
his  conscience  dictated;  or  to  aid,  to  the  extent  of 
his  means,  every  wai'thy  charity. 

Throughout  his  life  his  physical  strength  and 
mental  faculties  were  absorbed  in  the  successful 
prosecution  of  his  business.  His  religion  was  to 
him  the  symbol  and  ideal  of  all  that  was  sacred, 
pure  and  true,  while  his  family  always  held  the  first 
place  in  his  heart,  as  the  place  of  all  others  where 
piety  and  every  virtue  should  manifest  themselves. 

According  to  the  census  returns  of  i860,  there 
were  in  the  county  594  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $9,534,079, 
which  employed  8,032  males  and  3,671  females, 
and  produced  a  value  of  $16,585,025  annually. 
This,  however,  included  the  large  cotton  and 
woolen  millb  and  hosierv  and  other  factories  of 


Watcrvliet  and  Cohoes.  Deductmg  them,  it  would 
leave  for  the  City  of  Albany  337  establislmicnts, 
with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $5.501, 1 19,  employing 
4,084  males  and  2, 5 16  females,  and  producing  a 
value  of  59,586,314  annually. 

The  principal  manufacturers,  as  shown  by  tiie 
census  of  1860,  are  given  below.  This  statement 
is  onlv  approximately  correct  on  account  of  crrivrs 
i.,  census, akin.:     '  ^^-96555 


Iron-founding 

Linseed  Oil  [ 

M.Tchincry  and  Ste.iin  Engines.. 
M.iUin^ 
M.tU  Liquors 
Pai)er 

Patent  Medicines  

Pianos  I 

Pl.ined  Lumbi 
Saddlery  and  H:irness 

Soap  onil  Candles  

Sto\  e  Founding  

Woolen  Cioods  and  Hosiery 


According  to  the  census  of  iSSo,  the  employ- 
ment of  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Albany 
was  as  follows  :  Appreniiccs,  266;  baker?,  352; 
bankers  and  brokers,  105;  barbers,  207;  bhick- 
smiths,  370:  boarding-house  keepers.  52;  book- 
binders, 136;  boot  and  shoe-makers,  '.,217; 
brewers  and  maltsters,  20S:  brick-makci^s,  82; 
butchers,  323;  cabinet-makers,  195;  carpenters. 
I.  127;  carriage  and  car-makers,  loi;  cigar-m.ikers, 
424;  clerks  and  book-keepers  in  manufactories, 
62;  clerks  in  stores,  2,362;  clerks  and  copyists, 
171;  clergymen,  94;  commercial  travelers,  pfd- 
dlers,  etc.,  547;  coopers,  113;  cotton  and  w<-o\ 
i.-iill  operatives.  16;  dentists.  22;  domestics,  2.993; 
draymen  and  hackmen.  731;  employees  in  manu- 
factories not  specilled,  216;  engineers  and  fire- 
men, 337;  factory  operatives  not  specified,  \o; 
farmers,  67;  farm  laborers.  74:  fish  and  oystermen, 
6;  gardeners,  176;  Government  otlicials,  441; 
harness-makers,  95:  hotel  and  rer.taurant  keepers 
and  employees,  441:  in  express  companies,  51: 
in  railroad  companies,  750;  iron  anti  steei.  932; 
insurance,  in;  jewelers.  84;  journalists,  61; 
laborers,  4,130;  laundry  employees,  258;  lawyers, 
211:  leather,  79;  livory-stable  keepers  and  em- 
ployees. 129;  lumbermen,  9-  machinists,  3S3; 
masons   and   stone-cutters,   o''S;  manufacturers. 
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266;  millers,  12;  miners,  2;  musicians  and  music- 
teachers,  14S;  on  street  railroads,  39;  painters, 
553;  paper-mill  operatives,  loi;  physicians,  iSi; 
plumbers  and  gas-fitters,  153;  printers,  513;  saloon 
keepers,  434;  saw-mill  operatives,  39;  ship  carpcn. 


ters,  31;  steamboats,  canals,  etc.,  204;  stock 
raisers  and  drovers,  20;  tailors,  dressmakers  and 
milliners,  2,003;  telegraph  comjianies,  S5;  teachers, 
44S;  traders  and  dealers,  1,689;  tinners,  142; 
and  wheelwrights,  29. 


COMiMERClAL  INTERESTS  OF  ALBANY. 


THE  interests  of  the  industries  of  Agriculture, 
Manufactures  and  Trade  are  too  closely  com- 
mingled in  practical  life  to  admit  of  well-defined 
separation.  Production  calls  for  consumption; 
consumption  calls  fir  production.  The  trader  is 
the  agent  for  both  the  producer  and  consumer. 
They  are  all  mutually  related.  Often  the  same  parties 
produce  and  sell  and  consume.  All  over-produc- 
tion beyond  the  wants  of  the  consumer  goes  to  the 
trader  to  exchange  or  to  sell.  In  a  city  like  Albany 
there  are  few  tradesmen  who  confine  themselves  to 
one  class  of  goods,  and  few  makers  who  do  not 
trade  with  any  buyer  who  is  ready  to  purchase. 
Hence  the  difficulty  of  making  our  classification  a 
sharp  one.  We  endeavor  to  transmit,  on  the  historic 
page,  the  names  of  the  chief  men  in  manufactures 
and  trade,  so  far  as  we  can,  in  our  limited  time 
and  space,  gather  them.  They  have  done  much 
to  make  our  city  what  it  is,  and  their  names  should 
live  and  be  held  in  honor. 

Previous  to  the  Revolution,  the  trade  of  Albany 
consisted  principally  in  furs.  The  extent,  character 
and  value  of  this  trade  have  been  described  under 
the  head  of  "The  Beaver  and  the  Fur  Trade."  It 
remains  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  city  from  that  date  to  the  present. 

About  1780,  adventurers,  led  by  hopes  of 
wealth,  began  to  flock  to  this  natural  entrepot  of 
trade.  Up  to  this  date  the  trade  of  Albany  had 
been  restricted  by  the  illiberal  policy  of  the  Dutch, 
who  looked  with  jealous  eyes  upon  all  progressive 
foreigners.  At  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between 
this  country  and  England,  enterprising  residents 
were  quick  to  see  the  advantages  which  the  place 
afforded  for  supplying  the  American  armies  with 
provisions:  and  during  the  Revolution  they  took 
advantage  of  this  trade,  which  grew  to  immense 
proportiiins  and  more  than  compensated  for  the 
loss  of  the  fur  trade.  In  winter  the  farmers  of  the 
surrounding  regions  brought  their  grain  to  the  city 
and  sold  it  to  the  merchants.  During  this  period 
Albany  grew  to  be  a  large  grain  center,  from  which 
a  good  share  of  the  provisions  used  by  the  Ameri- 
can army  were  received.  After  the  close  of 
the  war,  immense  houses  for  storing  grain  were 
built,  in  wliich  it  was  stored  until  the  opening  of 
navigation  in  tlie  spring,  when  it  was  tran>poried 
to  New  York. 

The  best  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  commerce 
of  Albany  from  1780  to  1800,  is  gained  from 
the  observation  of  intelligent  writers  at  this  date. 


I   "About  17S1,"  says  a  local  writer,   "not  more 
j  than  seventy,   at   the  utmost  calculation,  shops 
!  and  stores  were  kept  in  this  city,  nor  had  we 
manufactories  of  any  kind,  but  depended  on  im- 
j  portation  for  every  manufactured  article.  "    And  to 
j  show  the  rapid  increase  in  trade  seven  or  eight 
;  years  after,  he  says.  "Now  we  behold  Market  and 
I  State  streets  crowded  with  stores,  and  rents  in  those 
I  streets  enhanced  to  such  a  degree  as  to  put  houses 
j  out  of  the  reach  of  inconsiderable  traders."  In- 
i  deed,  for  ten  or  fifteen  years  after  the  Revolution, 
Albany  made  rapid  strides  in  its  commercial  af- 
fairs, and  perhaps,  according  to  the  pofiulatiun  of 
the  city,  made  more  real  progress  than  at  anv  one 
period  of  its  history.   February  8,  1794,  was  a  not- 
able day  for  trade.    The  Gazette  of  that  day  says: 
"On  a  moderate  estimate,  it  is  presumed  the  pur- 
chases and  sales  of  produce  and  merchnndise  ex- 
ceeded $50,000.     Of  the  article  of  wheat,  between 
25  and  30,000  bushels  were  brought  to  this  mar- 
ket; a  quantity  far  exceeding  the  receipts  t-f  any 
one  day  since  the  settlement  of  this  country.  The 
price  of  wheat  rose  during  the  day  from  7s.  7d.  to 
8s.,  or  the  highest  price  between  this  and  the  first 
of  March.     The  last  mode  of  purchase  is  truly 
novel  and  must  be  convincing  to  the  former  iliat 
the  merchants  of  this  city  are  too  independent  to 
form  combinations  " 

Count  Eiancourt,  who  visited  Albany  in  1795, 
says  in  regard  to  trade:  "The  trade  of  Albany  is 
chiefiy  carried  on  with  the  produce  of  the  Mohawk 
countrv,  and  extends  eastward  as  far  as  agriculture 
and  cultivated  lands  expand.  The  .State  of  \'er- 
mont  and  a  part  of  New  Hampshire  furnish  manv 
articles  of  trade,  and  the  exports  chieily  consist  in 
tunber  and  lumber  of  every  sort  and  description, 
potatoes,  potash  and  pearl  ashes,  ail  species  of  grain, 
lastly,  in  manufactured  articles.  These  articles 
■  are  most  of  them  transported  to  Albany  in  winter 
on  sledges,  housed  by  the  merchants,  and  by  them 
successively  transmitted  to  New  York,  where  they 
are  eitlier  sold  for  bills  on  England  or  exchanged 
j  for  English  goods,  which  arc  in  return  sent  from 
Albany  to  the  provinces,  whence  the  articles  f^r 
transportation  were  drawn.  *  *  *  Xhe  trade  of 
Albany  is  carried  on  in  ninety  vessels,  forty-five  of 
which  belong  to  the  inlialiitants  of  the  town,  and 
the  rest  to  New  York  or  other  places.  " 

At  this  time  no  Albany  ships  went  directly  from 
this  port  to  Europe,  and  yet  provisions  were  sent 
I  thither  from  Albanv.    Liancourt  marveled  at  this 
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lack  of  enterprise  on  the  part  of  Albany  ship- 
owners, which  deprived  the  merchants  of  Albany 
of  a  considerable  profit,  and  threw  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  New  York  ship-owners,  who  made  voyages 
to  England,  Holland,  and  other  countries. 

In  the  winter  of  1795,  the  tide  of  emigration  to- 
ward the  western  part  of  the  State,  through  Albanv, 
reached  proportions  of  considerable  ma^^nitude, 
and  furnished  no  small  revenue  to  the  city.  In 
one  day  a  citizen  of  Albany  counted  five  hundred 
sleighs  laden  with  families  of  emigrants  and  their 
family  goods,  going  through  the  city. 

Albany  contained  in  1796  one  hundred  and 
thirty  one  stores — almost  double  the  number 
sixteen  3-ears  previously  —  and  sixty-eight  store- 
houses. 

During  the  War  of  1S12,  Albany  was  one  of  the 
principal  places  from  which  Government  supplies 
were  obtained  for  the  army.  The  transportation 
of  these  goods  from  Albany  to  Buftalo  costs  from 
$20.00  to  $30.00  per  ton.  It  was  estimated  that 
9,000  tons  were  shipped  from  this  port  alone,  the 
profits  upon  which  were  enjoyed  almost  entirely  by 
Albany  merchants  and  shippers. 

Spaffbrd's  Gazetteer  for  1S13,  makes  this  note  as 
to  trade  in  Albany  :  "  Situated  on  one  of  the  finest 
rivers  in  the  world,  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
miles  from  the  ocean,  whose  tide  it  enjoys;  with 
an  uninterupted  sloop  navigation;  and  in  the  center 
of  an  extensive  and  fertile  country,  of  which  it  be- 
comes the  natural  mart,  Albany  carries  on  an 
immense  trade  already,  and  seems  destined  to  be- 
come one  of  the  greatest  inland  towns  in  America. 
*  *  *  Of  the  shipping  belonging  to  Albanv  I  am 
not  precisely  informed,  but,  agreeable  to  informa- 
tion derived  from  the  dock-master,  there  are  fifty 
Albany  sloops  that  pay  wharfage  by  the  year;  sixty 
belonging  to  Troy,  Lansingburgh  and  Waterford; 
twenty-six  from  Tarrytown  and  New  York;  seventy 
from  New  Jersey  and  the  Eastern  states,  including 
twenty  schooners,  in  all  two  hundred  and  six;  and 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  from  different  places 
have  paid  wharfage  by  the  day,  being  engaged  in 
different  kinds  of  trade,  during  the  season  of  18 12, 
making  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six.  The 
quantity  of  wheat  purchased  annually  in  Albany 
is  immensely  great;  and  good  judges  have  estima- 
ted it  at  near  a  million  bushels.  Other  grain,  and 
every  article  of  the  agricultural  and  other  common 
products,  nearly  in  the  same  proportion,  swell  the 
aggregate  exports  from  this  city  to  an  enormous 
amount. " 

At  this  date  the  great  road  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Eastern  States  and  the  Western  Country 
centered  at  Albany.  More  teams  visited  Albany 
than  any  other  place  in  the  country.  This  na- 
turally had  an  im[)ortant  effect  upon  its  trade.  In 
1826  it  was  claimed  that  150,000  travelers  passed 
through  Albany.  In  1822  the  construction  of  the 
Erie  Canal  being  then  in  rapid  progress  to  com- 
pletion, the  freight  by  land  carriage  between  L'tica 
and  Albany  was  greatly  increased.  It  is  said  that 
one  mercantile  house  paid  upwards  of  $2, coo  for 
a  single  day's  transportation.  A  traveler  j)assing 
west  had  the  curiosity  to  count  the  number  of 


wagons  which  he  met  on  the  road  between  Sche- 
nectady and  Utica,  and  found  them  to  exceed  350 
loaded  with  Hour,  from  12  to  14  barrels  each,  mak- 
ing the  quantity  transported  by  land  in  one  day  to 
exceed  4,300  barrels.  The  quantity  transported 
by  water  was  sup[)osed  to  be  still  greater. 

The  completion  of  the  canal  had  a  wonderful 
effect  u{ion  the  commercial  welfare  of  the  city,  con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  many  unprogressive  men  of 
that  day,  who  firmly  argued  that  "Clinton's  Ditch  " 
would  prove  the  ruin  of  Aibanyl  In  1826  there 
had  been  an  increase  of  2,000  boats  since  1824. 
During  the  former  year  it  was  claimed  that  five 
millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  goods  were  sold  by 
not  more  than  fifty  houses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  produce  and  merchandise  arriving  at 
Alban\-  bv  way  of  the  canal  in  two  years,  from 


1832  to  1834: 

1832. 

1S34. 

21,285 

20,839  bbls. 

1,274 

....  hhds. 

Boards  and  Scantlings.  . 

36.020,594 

62, 103,000  feet. 

55-569 

104,145  " 

Flour  

422,695 

795,182  bbls. 

21,274 

20,864  " 

Salt  

23.'i7 

19,070  bush. 

145,960 

233.574  " 

2oS,943 

490,880  " 

No.  of  boats  arrived  and 

14,300 

18,550 

109,300 

156,804 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  increase  in  the  great- 
est articles  of  merchandise — lumber  in  its  various 
shape,  and  flour  and  grain- — is  from  70  to  ico 
per  cent.  This  table  is  given  to  show  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  trade  in  Albany  at  this  period.  In 
the  one  article  of  lumber,  Albany  occupied  a  fore- 
most position  in  the  United  States,  a  position  it 
still  holds.  About  this  same  date  there  were 
twenty-five  regular  trading  vessels  between  Albanv 
and  Boston,  which,  it  was  estimated,  brought  to 
Albany  about  25,000  quintals  of  codfish  during  the 
season,  and  about  25,000  barrels  of  mackerel,  be- 
sides large  quantities  of  merchandise  which  passed 
up  the  canal  or  stopped  for  a  market  here.  These 
vessels  took  from  Albany  to  Boston,  in  return, 
about  75,000  barrels  of  flour  each  season,  together 
with  large  quantities  of  grain.  The  indirect  trade 
between  Boston  and  Albany,  which  was  transhipped 
at  New  York,  was  also  great.  A  number  of  vessels 
were  aiso  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  coasting  trade 
between  Albany  and  the  seaport  towns  of  New 
England.  In  1821  only  41  vessels  visited  Albany 
from  eastern  ports;  in  1S24  the  number  was  59; 
in  1827  it  had  increased  to  123. 

Between  1830  and  1840,  Albany's  commercial 
prosperity  was  augmented  in  a  remarkable  degree 
by  railroads.  The  opening  of  internal  canals  fur- 
nished a  highway  from  the  Hudson  to  the  lakes  of 
the  West,  and  by  them  to  the  Ohio  and  Mis'.;issii>pi 
Rivers,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  But  this  important 
thoroughfare  could  be  used  only  a  i)ortion  of  the 
I  year,  and  while  it  did  much  to  increase  the  pop- 
ulation and  wealth  of  the  city,  it  was  not  till 
the  completion  of  the  railroad  that  Albany  can  be 
said  to  iiave  assumed  nuich  commercial  impor- 
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tance,  making  it  accessible  for  merchandise  during 
the  entire  year,  and  for  many  years  the  chief  en- 
trepot for  ahnost  all  the  exports  and  imports  to 
New  York,  the  great  maritime  emporium. 

From  the  books  of  the  Harbor-master,  we  as- 
certain the  total  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  in  the 
Albany  trade  for  the  following  years: 

Tons.  Tons. 

1838   36,721  1S44   65,507 

1839   40,369  i!^45    70.9S5 

1840   39,416  1S46   71,011 

1841   50.797  "847   97.019 

1S42   49.356  1S4S   77.9^3 

1843    55.354  '849   79.123 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  for  a 
period  of  twelve  years  there  was  a  steady,  healthy 
increase  of  business.  In  1S47  there  was  a  large 
increase.  Tlii^,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  an  e.\- 
traordinary  period.  There  was  a  large  export  de- 
mand for  bread-stuff,  and  everything  that  could 
float  either  on  the  river  or  canal  was  brought  into 
requisition,  and  an  immense  business  was  done. 
During  this  period  much  was  accomplished  in  the 
construction  of  railroads.  Their  great  carrying  ca- 
pacity must  be  taken  into  consideration  in  form- 
ing an  idea  of  the  volume  of  trade  which  was  an- 
nually pouring  into  Albany.  By  the  construction 
of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  a  vast  amount 
of  property  was  diverted  from  shipment  by  vessels — 
the  article  of  ilour  alone  sent  over  in  1843  '^^'^^ 
12,384  tons,  or  123,360  barrels — while  the  con- 
tinuous line  of  railroads  from  Albany  to  Buffalo 
caused  a  great  falling  off  of  freight  business  on  the 
canals.  In  view  of  these  improved  facilities  for 
transportation,  the  fact  that  the  number  and  ton- 
nage of  vessels  from  1838  to  1849  more  than 
doubled,  shows  a  surprisingly  healthy  growth  of 
trade  in  Albany. 

The  magnitude  of  the  brewing  interest  in  Albany 
fully  half  a  century  ago,  naturally  caused  an  im- 
mense trade  in  barley,  and  Albany  grew  to  be  the 
great  barley  market  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States,  and  of  many  cities  in  the  Atlantic  States. 
Purchases  were  made  here  for  points  as  far  South 
as  Charleston,  while  with  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia a  large  business  was  transacted.  Below 
we  give,  from  official  documents,  the  receipts  at 
tide-water  for  a  period  of  nine  years: 

Bushels.  Busliels. 


1838   677,338 

1841   121,010 

1844   818,472 

1845   1. 137.917 

1846   1.427.953 


1,523,020 


1847... 
1S48. .. 

1549   1,400,194 

1550   1,720,000 


548,197 


Almost  the  enUre  receipts  were  sold  in  Albany. 
One  quarter  of  these  receipts  were  sold  to  brewers 
for  home  consumption.  'Phe  a\'erage  number  of 
bushels  now  used  by  Albany  brewers  will  average 
between  600,000  and  700,000,  while  the  average 
sales  consummated  at  this  port  amount  to  nearly 
four  times  this  number  of  bushels. 

In  1819,  an  association  styled  the  Albany  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  Public  Improvement  was 
formed,  the  objects  of  which  were  not  made  pub- 
lic. A  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  settle 
any  disputes  that  might  arise  between  merchants 


of  the  city  who  might  choose  to  submit  them  for 
settlement.  Isaiah  Townsend,  Joseph  Alexander, 
Peter  ^'an  Loon,  Walter  Clark,  and  John  Spencer 
composed  this  committee.  December  5,  182c, 
the  following  officers  were  elected:  Isaiah  Town- 
send,  President;  Joseph  Alexander,  William  James, 
and  Charles  Y..  Dudley,  Vice-Presidents.  The 
Board  was  composed  ot^  the  following  members: 
William  McHarg,  Israel  Smith,  Peter  Boyd,  Will- 
iam Durani,  John  BrinckerhofT,  Thomas  Russell, 
Jacob  H.  Ten  l\vck,  James  B.  Douglas,  Allen 
Brown,  George  W.  Stanton.  A.sa  H.  Center,  John 
Spencer,  James  Keeler,  John  Townsend,  William 
\\'alker,  Douw  B.  Slingcrland,  Volkert  P.  Douw, 
Robert  Shepard,  William  W.  Staats,  Charles  R. 
Webster,  joshua  Tuffs,  Ephraim  Wilder,  Jr.,  John 
Stillwell,  james  Mabbett,  and  James  Thorne — all 
prominent  merchants.  This  association  was  con- 
tinued for  many  years.  Its  functions  are  non-  per- 
formed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  was  organized 
in  1 84 1,  with  John  Townsend,  President:  Erastus 
Corning,  Charles  Chapman,  and  John 'Paylor,  Vice- 
Presidents;  Daniel  Fry,  Secretary;  and  William  Mc- 
Elroy,  Treasurer.  It  was  incorporated  in  1S64. 
The  rooms  of  the  Board  are  located  at  40  State 
street.  It  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  mem.ber.s. 
The  leading  commercial  papers  are  kept  on  file. 
Occasionally  public  meetings  are  held  there.  The 
present  officers  are  Robert  Geer,  President;  .An- 
drew G.  \\'hite  and  C.  B.  Tillinghast,  Vice-Presi- 
dents; Jacob  A.  Smith,  Secretary;  Thomas  Austin, 
Treasurer. 

LUMBER  INTERESTS. 

The  first  saw-mill  in  America  is  supposed  to 
have  been  set  up  about  1620  in  Virginia.  The 
first  in  New  York  was  built  on  Manhattan  Island 
during  Peter  ^Minuet's  administration  (1626-33). 
Some  were  moved  by  wind.  At  about  the  same 
time,  several  saw-mills  were  built  near  Albany.  In 
1630,  Andries  Corstiaensen,  a  master-millwright, 
and  two  sawyers  were  sent  thither;  and,  in  1636, 
Pieter  Cornelissen  and  Parent  Pieterse  Koeymans 
came  over. 

The  Swedish  naturalist,  Peter  Kalm,  visited 
Albany  in  1749,  and  writes:  "  The  white  p>ine  is 
found  abundant  here.  The  greater  part  of  the 
merchants  have  extensive  estates  in  the  country, 
and  a  great  deal  of  wood.  If  their  estates  have  a 
I'ttle  brook,  they  do  not  fail  to  erect  a  saw-mill 
upon  it  for  sawing  boards  and  planks,  with  which 
commodity  many  yachts  go  during  the  summer  to 
New  York,  iiavin?  scarce  anv  other  ladino:  tiian 
boards.  They  saw  a  vast  cjuantity  of  deal  from 
the  white  pine  on  this  side  of  Albany,  which  is  ex- 
ported. " 

'Phe  abundance  of  white  pine  which  the  first  set- 
tlers found,  and  the  excellent  water  power,  led 
very  early  to  the  erection  of  saw-mills.  Among 
the  settlers  in  Rensselaerwyck  in  1630,  were  Law- 
rens  Lawrenssen  and  Parent  Tomassen,  sawyers. 
In  the  fall  of  1645,  Parent  Pieterse  Koeymans, 
above  mentioned,  and  Jan  Gerritsen  took  charge 
of  the  Patroon's  saw-mills,  being  allowed  one  hun- 


iid 


.■jr  i.:yr  :.<] 

it 


f!l  .7: 

,j:  w7:: 


'.■  -       rr..;  -.7.." 
,      ■■■jn-.-'  7.^^ 
:  7i:,f.7; •  ■  r  1 


: 


612 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


dred  and  fifty  guilders  each  a  year  for  board,  and  i 
three  stuyvers  for  every  plank  ihey  sawed.  Be-  ! 
tween  that  time  and  1647  they  sawed  nearly  four  ! 
thousand  board'-\  In  1^173,  Koeymans  purchased  I 
a  large  tract  of  land  twelve  miles  south  of  the  i 
city,  which  was  favorable  for  the  erection  of  saw- 
mills, and  where  Cru}n  Cornelissen  and  Hans 
Jansen  had  erected  mills  as  early  as  1651. 

The  Duke  de  Rochefoucault-Liancourt  writes  ; 
from  Albany  in  1795:  "The  export  trade  of  Al- 
bany chiefly  consists  of  timber  and  lumber  of  every 
description,  pot  and  pearl-ashes,  grain,  potatoes 
and  manufactured  goods.  This  trade  is  carried 
on  in  ninety  vcfscIs,  in  general  of  se\'cnt3'  tons  bur- 
den, half  of  which  are  owned  in  Albany  and  the 
rest  elsewhere." 

During  the  decade  from  1840  to  1850  inclusive, 
the  receipts  increased  from  124,173,383  feet  of 
boards  and  784,310  feet  of  timber,  the  total  value 
of  which  was  $2,142,636,  in  the  year  1840,  to 
425,095,436  feet  of  boards  and  3,039,588  feet  of 
timber,  with  a  total  value  of  $6,806,213  in  1850. 
In  1840  there  were  eighty-four  saw-miils  in  Albany 
County. 

At  an  early  day  Albany  became  noted  as  a  lum- 
ber market.  Boards  and  scantling  were  rafted 
down  from  Northern  and  Central  New  York  on 
the  Upper  Hudson  and  Mohawk,  and  here  loaded 
on  board  sloops  for  transportation  down  the  river 
to  market.  The  first  lumber  yards  were  two  in 
number:  one  at  the  foot  of  South  Ferry  street,  the 
other  between  Quackenbush  and  Lumber  (the  lat- 
ter now  Livingston  avenue).  The  inspection  and 
marking  of  lumber  was  provided  for  by  statutory 
provisions. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
Canals,  and  the  construction  of  the  Albany  Basin 
and  Pier,  the  wharfs  were  first  used  for  the  storage 
of  lumber.  When  increased  imports  from  Canada 
and  the  West  demanded  greater  storage  facilities, 
slips  were  dug  from  the  canal  towards  the  river, 
and  the  lumber  piled  along  their  banks.  At  present 
the  district  occupies  about  one  and  one-half  miles  of 
river  front  and  embraces  numerous  slips  running 
east  and  west  from  the  Erie  Canal  to  the  wharf,  with 
an  average  breadth  of  one  thousand  feet  between 
the  river  and  canal.  This  tract  is  called  the  Lum- 
ber District.  It  is  provided  with  all  facilities  for 
transacting  business;  street  cars,  telegraph  and  tel- 
ephone; and  hydrants  with  such  perfect  means  of 
extinguishing  fire  that  within  the  past  half  century 
no  serious  damage  has  been  incurred  from  this 
source  There  are  large  planing  and  sawing-mills 
and  good  restaurants  for  the  accommodation  of 
business  men. 

There  is  now  no  branch  of  business  in  this  city 
of  more  extensive  proportions  than  this.  For 
many  years  Albany  was  one  of  the  largest  lumber 
markets  in  the  world.  While  the  receipts  of  lum- 
ber are  greater  at  Chicago,  the  Albany  market  is 
none  the  less  important,  in  view  of  the  position 
occupied,  and  the  character  of  the  trade  affected. 
All  the  foreign  shipments  are  negotiated  from  this 
point.  The  lumber  for  -South  America,  the  West 
Indies  and  other  foreign  countries  is  assorted  here, 


and  much  of  it  is  manufactured  here  into  doors, 
ceilings,  etc.,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  use  when  reach- 
ing destination.  The  trade  with  Australia  is  very 
extensive,  millions  of  feet  of  prepared  lumber 
being  sent  to  that  continent  from  here  every  sea- 
son. Upt)n  the  spaces  between  the  slips  is  dis- 
charged from  canal-boats  the  lumber  from  the  re- 
gion of  Lake  Champlain,  Glens  Falls,  and  the  rivers 
coming  down  from  the  Northern  Wilderness,  the 
Black  River  Canal  and  St.  Lawrence  Country  via 
Black  River  Canal  and  the  Rome  and  Watertown 
Railway;  Canada  lumber,  via  Oswego;  lumber  f'rom 
Ohio  and  ■Michigan,  as  far  west  as  the  Saginaw  re- 
gion; and  also  fVom  the  southern  tier  of  counties 
in  this  State  via  Chemung,  Crooked  Lake  and  Cay- 
uga and  Seneca  Canals.  Our  canal  system  is  thus 
well  calculated  to  drain  an  immense  territory,  and 
to  concentrate  iis  products  at  this  point.  Lumber 
is  now  brought  to  this  market  from  Green  Bay,  In- 
diana, Ohio;  from  Canada,  on  Lake  Ontario,  by 
way  of  Oswego;  and  from  the  Ottawa  regions  and 
all  the  tributaries  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  by  wav  of 
Lake  Champlain  and  the  Champlain  Canal. 

Douglas  L.White  &  Co.,  lumber,  9  and  31  Lum- 
ber District. 

This  yard  was  founded  by  Gillespie,  White  & 
Co.  at  West  Troy,  in  1857;  succeeded  by  White, 
Loveland  A  Co.,  by  \\'hite  it  Co.,  by  White  & 
ViO\x,  and  they  by  the  present  firm.  Thev  are 
among  the  large  Albany  dealers  in  Canada  pine 
lumber,  ^lichigan  pine  and  spruce,  and  hemlock 
from  New  York  State  mills  and  from  Canada.  Their 
annual  sales  are  about  twenty-live  million  feet,  en- 
tirely at  wholesale. 

The  individual  members  of  the  firm  are  Messrs. 
D.  L.  and  W.  G.  White  and  C.  E.  Yan  Zandt. 

The  lumber  firm  of  Dalton  l'v;  Kibbe  was  founded 
in  1S57.  A  profitable  ami  flourishing  business  has 
been  conducted  by  this  firm  ever  since.  Their 
yards  are  located  No.  8  First  street.  The  indi- 
vidual members  are  Austin  S.  Kibbe  and  William 
Dalton. 

The  present  firm  of  R.  H.  ]Moore  t*c  John  Zim- 
merman is  the  outcome  of  the  business  established 
in  1862  by  ^Messrs.  Moore  it  Callender,  who  con- 
tinued until  1863,  when  Mr.  Callender  withdrew, 
Mr.  Moore  remaining  alone  until  1S72,  the  \  ear 
^Ir.  Zimmerman  became  a  partner.  They  occupv 
two  yards,  one  on  Fourth  avenue,  75  by  148  feet, 
the  other  on  South  Pearl  street,  100  by  140  feet, 
upon  which  are  suitable  buildings.  They  deal  in 
hard  and  soft  pine,  spruce  and  hemlock,  shingles, 
laths,  etc.,  etc. 

The  lumber  business  now  conducted  b_\-  W.  H. 
Weaver  &  Co.,  No.  20  Lumber  District,  was  estab- 
lished in  J  866  by  William  McEchron,  Jones  Ord- 
way,  James  Morgan  and  A.  M.  Adsit,  and  W.  H. 
Weaver.  Since  that  time  the  pcrsoiniel  of  the  firm 
has  had  several  changes,  and  is  now  composed  of 
W.  II.  Weaver,  Jones  Ordway  and  W.  E.  Speir. 
Two  yards  are  employed  by  the  firm,  400  bv  70 
and  900  by  60  feet  respectively  in  dimensicMis, 
afTording  storage  for  about  9,000,000  feet  of  lum- 
ber. Their  annual  sales  amount  to  38,000,000 
feet. 
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In  1845  Joshua  Ratlibun  established  himself  in 
the  lumber  trade  at  Albany.     In  1865  the  present  , 
firm  of  Rathbun  &  Co.  was  formed,  consisting  of  \ 
Joshua  &  Acors  Raihbun.    This  firm  occupy  a 
commodious  yard  and  dock  at  14  Lumber  ]3is-  | 
trict.    The  stock  principally  dealt  in  consists  of  ■ 
oak,  ash,  black  walnut,  cherry,  chestnut  and  svca-  j 
more.   Their  trade  extends  througliout  the  country 
and  largely  in  New  York  and  New  England.  | 

Rodney  Vose  commenced  operations  in  the  hand-  t' 
ling  of  lumber  in  Albany  as  early  as  1853.  ' 
has  made  the  business  a  life  study,  and  there  | 
are  few  engaged  in  the  business  who  have  had  i 
wider  experience,  or  whose  knowledge  is  more  i 
comprehensive  with  regard  to  the  wants 'and  | 
needs  of  the  trade.  Mr.  Vose's  yard  is  located  at  j 
218  Water  street,  where  ample  dock  privilege  and  ! 
room  for  storage  of  5,000,000  feet  ot  lumber  are  I 
provided.  A  special  feature  of  this  house  is  its  j 
trade  in  shingles,  which  has  reached  as  high  as  ! 
io,ooo,oco  in  some  years.  The  trade  of  this  yard 
besides  being  largely  local,  extends  ihoroughout 
New  York  and  Massachusetts. 

The  present  firm  of  Simons  &  Richards  is  a 
continuation  of  the  firm  of  iMattice  &  Simons 
established  in  1856,  which  was  succeeded  in  1S59  I 
by  Simons  &  Griswold.  In  1S72  Nathan  E.  Si-  I 
mons  became  the  sole  proprietor,  remaining  as  j 
such  until  1S7S,  when  A.  K.  Richards  became  a  ! 
partner,  under  the  present  firm  name  of  Simons  &  | 
Richards.  Their  yards,  six  in  number,  are  located  j 
at  116  Water  street.  They  have  a  dock  frontage  1 
of  350  feet.  Their  stock  consists  of  a  complete  i 
assortment  of  Northern  and  Western  lumber.  A  j 
specialty  is  made  in  spruce  building  materials.  \ 

From  the  sources  at  our  command  we  have 
compiled  the  following  list  of  lumber  dealers,  past 
and  present,  in  Albany. 

18 r6. — Jacob  Barney,  David  Ilackus. 

1817. — Richard  Dusenlniry,  Aaron  Hand,  John 
Quackenbush,  Salem  Dutcher,  Uriah  Marvin. 

1825. — John  Cullings. 

1830.— H.  A.  Bancroft  &  Co.,  F.  J.  Barnard,  F. 
Batcheller,  Benjamin  Cooper,  Benjaniin  Gregory, 
L.  P.  Hand,  Edwin  Jessup,  Arnold  Nelson,  Samuel 
Phipps,  Joel  Pinney,  Root  &  Youngs  (staves), 
James  G.  Youn^^s  &  Co.,  Slacks  &  Davis,  Isaac 
Welch,  Robert  Whitlock. 

1840. — Arnold  Carroll,  Elias  Colburn,  Adulphus 
Colburn,  H.  Colburn,  Daniel  Crane,  jr.,  Abner  [ 
Davis,  Charles  A.  Fassett,  Hill  &  Sanford,  W .  A.  ; 
Judson,  Kenyon  &  Winne,  Nathan  G.  King,  IMinor 
King,  S.  Lessee  &  Co.,  Marse  &  Bicknell,  Rathbone 
&  Gallup,  Ross  &  Colburn,  Giles  Sanford,  Nelson 
Salisbury,  Daniel  Smith,  George  Van  Derlip,  J.  & 
B.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Solomon  Whipple.  ' 

1852. — W.  H.  liloomingdale.  Bullock  &  Many, 
Clark,  Sumner  &  Co.,  Calvin,  Coolcy  &  Co.,  Cof-  ; 
fee,  Bruce  Co.,  De  Forrest,  Patten  &  Co.,  John  1 
Gibson,  Higbie  Hammond  &  Co..  Thomas  Hill  & 
Co.,  Thomas  W.  Hotchkiss,  William  H.  Hunt, 
R.  Ketchum  i.'cSons,  lames  B.  King,  M.  McGowen 
ct  Co.,  jMead,  Myers  &  liennett,  Joshua  Rathbun 
&  Co.,  N.  Rogers  &  Callcnder,  John  P.  Romaine 
&  Co.,   Ross  &.  Crocker,  Oscar  Tyler,  Fassett  A:  . 


Washburn,  Ward  &  Derliy,  J.  C.  Ward  &  Sons. 
Clement  Warren  i.^  Son,  Robert  Whitlock,  C.  P. 
Williams  l'v:  Co. 

1S57.— S.  W.  l'.arnard,  W.  .AI.  Bender.  William 
Birdsall,  Fassett  Co.,  Gary  &  Salisbury,  W. 
Headlum  i.^-  Son,  G.  Hunter,  Matticr  cc  Simons, 
Simons  I'v;  Richards,  Benjamin  Rathbun,  George 
W.  Roberts,  Robertson  A  Edmeston,  H.  P.  R<.b,s 
&  Karslake,  E.  A.  Ro~s.  J.  Tallman  Co..  Adam 
Van  Allen,  James  G.  Whitlock,  Warren,  Wilbur  it 
Co..  Solomon  Whipple. 

1865. — Arnold,  Folsom  &  Co.,  J.  Benedict  l\; 
Son.  Stephen  Clark,  James  G.  Crocker,  De  Witt 
&  Nephews,  Jones  &  Co.,  J.  B.  Kelley  Co.,  Ket- 
chum, Scott  &  Simpson,  H.  W.  Gage,  Thomson 
ct  ILatt. 

1S75. — Bender,  Martin  i?c  Thomas,  N.  H.  Chase, 
Sm  th  &Co.,  CuUen  &  Jones,  A.  Frost  &  Dillen- 
beck,  Fassett,  Son  &  Co.,  J.  L.  Hyatt  &  Co..  Bul- 
lock A  Co.,  McGaugan  tt  !McOnl\-,  Thomas  N'um- 
pler,  C.  B.  Nichols  &  Mills,  Norton  l\:  Co.,  jc.hn 
Pennie,  Jr.,  &  WoUinger,  Skillings  &  Whitney  Bros., 
D.  W.  Talcott,  W.  G.  Thomas  Co.,  B.  A.  'Towner 
&  Son,  Douglas  L.  White,  Thomas  Wilson. 

iSSo. — Collender  &  jNIason,  M.  N.  Fassett. 

The  following  lumber  firms  are  deserving  of 
micntion  in  connection  with  the  lumber  interest  of 
the  city;  Gratwick  &  Fryer.  No.  21  Lumber  Dis- 
trict, composed  of  William  H.  Gratwick  &  Robert 
L.  Fryer;  Hu2;hson  Co.,  No.  i  Lumber  District, 
composed  of  J.  C.  Hughson,  A.  H.  Campbell,  and 
N.  H.  Salisbury;  Gilbert  Hunter  A:  Son  (Dexter) 
North  Ferry  above  Water;  Mattoon  &  Robinson, 
No.  112  Water  street,  composed  of  David  .Alattoon 
and  Edward  Robinson;  James  Moir,  Nos.  b  and  9 
Luinber  District;  Smith  Bros.  (Albert  and  Oscar), 
No.  28  North  Pearl,  and  .Albany  and  Sasquelianna 
Railroad  offices;  Sumner  tS;  Flascy,  No.  16  Lumber 
District,  composed  of  Alanson  A.  Sumner  and  O. 
L.  Hascy;  L.  Thomson  cV:  Co.,  No.  25  Lumber 
District,  composed  of  Lemon  Thomson,  Augustus 
Sherman,  and  Henry  P.  and  T.  Eliery  L(jrd;  j. 
O.  Towner  &  Co.,  No.  10  Lumber  District,  com- 
posed of  -Air.  Towner  and  Samuel  B.  Towner. 

The  following  firms  are  also  at  the  present  tin  e 
engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  :  Arnold  cV  Co., 
Royal  Bancroft,  j.  Benedict  &  Son,  Boyd  A:  Co.. 
William  N.  Callender,  Truman  D.  Cameron,  J. 
W.  Dunham  &  Co.,  Charles  P.  Easton  \-  Co., 
Fogg,    Patton  A:  Co.,  John    H.    (jordon.  Hand 

ij.ibbitt,  Hubbell  A:  Hill.  Harsey  Hunter,  |ohn 
Krutz,  W.  C.  .Many  Co..  T.  '  Allies  A:  "Co., 
Alorgan  Lumber  Company.  Thomas  Alurjiin'.  1. 
R.  Nangle,  Charles  B.  Nichols,  Phillips  A:  Duns- 
comb,  il.  W.  Sage  A;  Co.,  Saxe  Bros.,  Robert 
Scott,  Smith,  Craig  lV  Co.,  Henry  Spawn.  Staples 
iVi  Van  .Allen,  P.  \"an  Rensselaer  it  Co.,  \'an  Sant- 
fordA;  Eaton,  C.  Warren,  David  ^^'hitney,  Jr.,  N.  R. 
Wilbur  A:  Son,  C.  H.  Winne,  Waine  A;  Andrews. 

The  Board  of  Lumber  Dealers  was  organized  in 
i'S63,  and  incorporated  under  and  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  passed  .May  8,  1S69,  whose  object  is  de- 
clared to  be  "to  inculcate  just  and  equitable  jirin- 
cii)lcs  in  trade;  to  establish  and  maintain  uniformity 
in  commercial  usages;  to  acquire,  preserve  and  dis- 
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seminate  valuable  business  information;  and  to  ad- 
just controversies  and  misunderstandings  between 
persons  engaged  in  business.  ''  An  arbitration  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  five  members  of  the  Board,  is 
annually  elected  by  ballot,  it  being  their  dutv  to 
hear  and  decide  differences  which  may  arise  be- 
tween members  or  others  that  is  voluntarily  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  is  rendered  upon  their  award,  except  in 
cases  where  claims  concerning  titles  to  real  estate 
are  involved. 

Its  Presidents  since  1S63  are  as  follows:  Henry 
Q.  Hawley,  William  N.  Fassett,  William  H.  Ross, 
Benjamin  A.  Towner,  Douglas  L.  White,  William 
G.  I'homas,  O.  L.  Hascv,^  f.  O.  Towner,  E.  G. 
Benedict,  C.  P.  Easton,  J.  E.  Craig,  E.  C.  Clark, 
Jr.,  H.  S.  Van  Sanford,  James  B.  Kelley,  Dean 
Sage,  Joshua  Rathbun,  Leman  Thomson,  J.  C. 
Hubbell,  C.  B.  Nichols,  S.  B.  Towner. 

The  officers  for  1884  were  John  McDonald, 
President ;  C.  W.  Eaton,  Vice-President ;  Walter 
G.  White,  Treasurer;  William  U.  Fassett,  Secre- 
tary; J.  E.  Craig,  O.  L.  Ilascy,  A.  S.  Kibbee, 
Managers  ;  S.  B.  Towner,  E.  G.  Benedict,  J.  C. 
Hubbell,  R.  L.  Fryer,  H.  S.  Van  Sanford,  Arbitra- 
tion Committee. 

William  N.  Fassett  was  among  the  pioneers  in 
the  lumber  district,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  lumber 
dealers  in  the  city.  He  is  now  sole  proprietor  of 
the  business  commenced  in  1S32  by  Messrs. 
Whitlock  &  Fassett,  who  then  occupied  yards 
on  the  pier  opposite  Orange  street.  Mr.  Fassett 
is  also  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Lumber  Dealers, 
an  account  of  which  is  given  in  this  article. 

From  the  long  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  this 
branch  of  business,  his  knowledge  of  events  con- 
nected therewith  is  large,  and  to  him  we  are  in- 
debted for  many  of  the  iacts  in  this  paper.  His 
present  office  and  yards  are  situated  at  7  Lumber 
District. 

A  contract,  dated  Fort  Orange,  June  22,  1662, 
between  \\'ynandt  Gerreydts  Van  Der  Poell  and  Dr. 
Jacob  Hendrickse  Ver  Vauger,  agreeing  to  pay  j 
1,261  guilders  1 9  stuivers  and  4  pennies  for  "  1,600 
good  merchantable  boards,  "  will  show  the  compar- 
ative value  of  now  and  over  two  centuries  ago. 
Dr.  Ver  Vauger  was  then  a  surgeon  in  the  West 
India  Company  at  New  Amsterdam. 

In  1875,  the  number  of  establishments  in  New 
York  State  for  the  manufacture  of  planed  lumber 
was  175;  number  of  hands  employed,  1,961; 
capital,  $2,955,586;  wages,  $886,167;  value  of 
materials,  $4,574,619;  value  of  products.  $6,332,- 
341;  and  the  number  of  establishments  for  lumber 
sawed  were  3,  5 10;  hands  employed,  15,409;  cap- 
ital,'$15, 1 10,981 ;  wages,  $3,438,601;  value  of 
material,  $11,228,613;  value  of  products,  $21,- 
238,228. 

The  receipts  of  lumber  in  Albany  for  the  year 
1861  were  138,000,000  feet  less  than  for  i860. 
The  uncertainty  in  business  centers,  caused  by  the 
war,  was  felt  with  great  force  by  lumber  dealers. 
The  amount  of  building  was  sensibly  decreased. 
The  receipts  for  shingles,  sipiare  timber  and  staves, 
though,  were  about  the  same. 


The  following  table  exhibits  the  receipts  at  Al- 
bany during  the  years  named  : 


Boards  and 

Shini^Ies, 

Timber. 

.Staves. 

Year. 

Scantling. 

Thou- 

Cubic 

Feet. 

sands. 

feet. 

Pounds. 

IS50  '216,791,890  34 

'851  260,238,003  34 

1S52  317,135,620  31, 

•§53  393-726,073  27, 

1S54  311,571,151  24 

•S5S  245,921,652  57, 

'856  223,345,545  36 

1S57  180,097,629  70 

1S58   267,406,41 1 ,  31 

1S59  291,771,762  i,% 

1S60  301,022,600  41, 

1S61  162,952,527  31, 


226 
136 

6-,6 
5S6 
,003 
,210 

.S99 
i04 
-823 
,756 

222 

1782 


28,832 
1 10,200 
201,714 
19,916 
28,909 
24,104 

14.333 
85, 104 

119-497 
70,^,81 
46,883 
44,754 


150,515,280 
135,087,200 
'  107.961,289 
1 18,066,750 
135,805,091 
140,255,285 
^  102,548,492 
i  153,264,029 
1135,011,817 
114.570,503 
'45,735,3*^9 
1143,784,471 


The  following  table  exhibits  the  valuation  of  the 
receii)ts  during  the  years  named.  A  difference  in 
the  receipts  for  i860  and  1861,  corresponding  to 
the  same  years  in  the  table  above  given,  will  be 
noticed: 


Year. 


Boards   |  I 
and      Shingles.  Timber.  ,  Staves. 
Scantling,  i  \  \ 


1S50  53.251,8785119,791 

,524 
,726 
,8 


1851   4,119,568 

1852   5,495,960 

1853   6,299,617; 

1554   4,985,139' 

1555   4,426,589 

•856  :  3,573,529 

1857  '  2,881,560 

1858  '  4,412,205 

1859  :  4,887,177 

i860  1  5,042,128' 

1861  1  2,729,454 


121, 
1 10, 

99' 
86, 

227, 
129, 
248, 
1 1 1, 
170, 
144, 
1 1 1, 


98 1 

840 

147 

5'5 

383 
646 

277 
237 


54,325 
19,010 

52,509 
3,380 
6,649 

4,854 
2,616 
15,218 

20,314 
11,965 

7,971 
7,697 


S677,3i9 
540,655 
507,418 
569.600 
611,123 
631,149 
4D1.46S 
689,691 

:  540,047 
458. 2S2 
594.942 
575.13s 


Receipts  by  Canal  durinc,  1867. 

Boards  and  scantling,  feet   382,883,955 

Shingles,  thousantis   26,880 

Timber,  cubic  feet   62,705 

Staves,  pounds   31,460,271 

RECEiprs  BV  Canal  at  Tide-water  during  1867. 

Pjoards  and  scantling,  feet   675,055,455 

Shingles,  thousands   44,392 

Timber,  cub.c  leet   3,369.800 

Staves,  pounds   273,889,571 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  valu- 
ations for  the  years  1869  and  1870-. 
.     .,  Quantity. 

1869.  1S70. 

Boards  and  scantling,  feet  444,474,900  452,363.900 

Timber,  cubic  feet                                  5,000  116.800 

Staves,  pounds                               8,804,400  17,769,100 

Shingles,  thousands                             32,166  21,488 

Estimated  Value. 


1869. 

Boards  and  scantling  $12,445,300 

Shingles   128,664 

Timber   2,000 

Staves   61,631 

Total  Receiits  at  Tide-water. 

1S69. 

Boards  and  scantling,  feet  768,607,600 

Shingles,  thousands   33,723 

Tir.il)er,  cubic  feet   3.151,700 

Staves,  pounds  166,649,200 


1870. 
$9,499,642 
97.529 
52,538 
124.384 


1S70. 
768,007,300 
28,660 
3,795,700 
232, 161,200 
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New  York.  West  Troy.  W'aterford. 

!',oart!saiul  scantling, 

l\.ot  125,663,100  169,364,300  20,616,500 

Shinv;le>,  thousands. .           1,419  S>7S4  9 

Tiriiln-r,  cubic  leet. .  .     1,520,000  1,423,200  735-700 

St.ivcs,  j>out)ds          211,229,100  2,851,300  311.700 

In  Chicago,  990,834,000  feet  lumber  was  re- 
ceived and  471,504,000  feet  shipped  in  1S70.  The 
amount  shipped  by  canal  at  Buflalo  in  1 8 70  was 
16S,  204,000  feet,  and  at  Oswego  271,618,000  feet. 

The  amount  of  measured  and  tally  lumber  han- 
dled in  1S82  was  443,400,227  feet,  which,  with 
laths,  shingles,  etc.,  was  valued  at  $10,000,000. 
The  amount  for  1883  was  457,189,308  feet;  esti- 
mated value,  $10,250,000. 

(These  figures  for  1SS2-83  are  compiled  from  the 
monthly  returns  of  the  Hoard  of  Lumber  Dealers.) 

The  inventory  of  the  pine  lumber  on  hand  in  the 

district  January  i,  1SS6,  compared  with  January 

I,  1885,  is  as  follows:             ,855.  1886. 

1,000  feet.    1,000  feet. 

Michigan  uppers                       7.324  6,832 

pickings                     7,787  6,051 

"        common                    28,835  24,478 

"        ixioinch                    7,244  3>487 

"         1x12  inch                   5,831  3,129 

"        IXI4  inch                        67  217 

"        IX16  inch                      20S  343 

"        stock  plank                2,013  I,l6l 

"        shelving                     1,387  956 

'•        shippers                    5,' 12  3,088 

log  runs                     1,431  1,149 

"        4x4  wide  common .  .         98  2ll 

"        2x12  inch                    1.424  235 

"        4x4  nich  strips             4,677  4,957 


Canada  pine,  4-4  inch  siding . 

"  5-4  inch  siding . 

"  6-4  inch  siding . 

"  8-4  inch  siding . 

"  3  inch  siding  .  . 

"  4-4  inch  strips . 

"  5-4  inch  strips. 

"  6-4  inch  strips. 


73,43» 
1,000  feet. 
6,789 
2,316 
261 
86 
82 
6,567 
,  1,586 
24 


56,294 
,000  feet. 
5,301 
3,209 
283 
64 
118 
4.348 
916 

oO 


17,711  14,269 

Norway                                   6,379  7,095 

1,000  pieces.  1,000  pieces. 

IX 10  pine  boards                         1-389  931 

5  4  pine  boards                           262  192 

1,000  feet.  1,000  feet. 

<  )n  hand  January  1                   115,208  83,933 

The  receipts  of  sawed  lumber  at  Albany  by  the 
canal  in  1885,  and  for  each  year  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  have  been  as  follows:  ^^^^ 

1870   415,000.000 

1871    421,000,000 

1872    438,000,000 

1873    346,000,000 

1874   341,000.000 

1875    290.000,000 

1876   289,000,000 

1877    330,000  000 

1878   309,000,000 

1879   318,000.000 

1880   3f)2, 000.000 

1881   364.000,000 

1882   450,000,000 

1883    452,000,000 

1884   477,000,000 

1885    467,000,000 


'J'he  total  tide  water  receipts  per  canal  (include 
Albany,  West  Troy,  Waterfonl)  were; 

Feci. 

Sawed  lunil)er   731,691,600 

Shinclcs   6.936.000 

Hemlock  timber  (cubic)   8S3,20o 

Pounds. 

Slaves   9,656,000 

In  addition  to  the  lumber  unloaded  and  as- 
sorted in  the  lumber  district,  several  Albany  firms 
sort  their  lumber  at  the  mills  and  ship  it  throu,^h 
to  New  York. 

DAVID  MATTOON. 

This  gentleman  is  of  English  descent.  His 
parents,  William  and  Sarah  (Hungerford)  ^Nlattoon, 
were  natives  of  \\'atertown,  Litchfield  County. 
Conn.  He  was  born  at  \'ienna,  Oneida  County. 
N.  Y.,  March  12,  1S16.  He  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  attending  the  common  schools  of 
the  lime  and  locality,  and  later  completed  his 
education  in  an  academy  at  Vernon,  Oneida 
county.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
teaching  school  in  his  natis'e  town,  where,  in  1840, 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  Ransom.  In  1S43  '^^ 
moved  to  Albany,  where,  until  1847,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  lumber  yard  of  Robert  Whidock. 

In  the  year  last  mentioned,  the  firm  of  Griswold,^ 
Mattoon  &  Co.  was  formed.  It  consisted  of  Aaron  " 
Griswold,  David  Mattoon  and  a  special  partner. 
The  firm  opened  a  lumber  yard  at  the  foot  of 
Orange  street,  and  established  a  large  and  increas- 
ing business.  Three  years  later  the  special  partner 
died  and  the  style  of  the  firm  became  Griswold  A: 
Mattoon.  Mr.  Griswold's  health  failing,  Mr. 
Mattoon  became  sole  owner  of  the  business  in 
1857,  and  so  continued  till  1868,  when  the  present 
firm  of  Mattoon  &  Robinson  was  formed,  by  the 
admission  of  Mr.  John  Robinson.  In  1S61  the 
business  was  removed  to  105  Water  street,  where 
it  was  continued  till  18S3.  when  the  offices  were 
established  at  their  present  locality,  112  Water 
street.  The  firm  have  very  extensive  yards  and 
carry  on  a  heavy  trade,  it  requiring  both  their  old 
yard  and  a  large  one  adjoining  their  ofilice. 

In  his  business  career  ]Mr.  IMattoon  has  been 
signally  successful,  bringing  to  bear  upon  the  con- 
duct of  his  affairs  an  unswerving  integrity  and  an 
enlightened  business  intelligence  that  have  made 
him  favorably  and  widely  known.  It  is  worthv  of 
more  than  passing  note,  that,  during  the  thirtv- 
seven  years  of  his  commercial  life,  in  which  ha\'e 
occurred  several  financial  crises,  which  ha\e 
brought  disaster  and  ruin  to  important  commercial 
and  monetary  interests  on  all  sides,  his  paper  has 
never  gone  to  protest  and  he  has  never  asked  for 
an  extension  of  the  time  of  payment,  even  in  a 
single  instance.  During  that  extended  period  he 
has  dealt  continuously  with  the  Exchange  Bank. 

Mrs.  Mattoon,  who  died  July  27,  1S77,  bore 
him  fuur  children.  The  eldest  of  these.  Whitman 
V.  R.  Mattoon,  early  in  the  late  rebellion  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  company  F,  44th  regiment  X.  Y. 
v.,  and  July  i,  1S62,  after  the  battle  of  Malvern 
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Hill,  he  was  among  the  missing,  and  no  tidings  of 
his  fate  have  ever  reached  those  who  liave  mourned 
him  at  home.  Marion  A.  Mattoon,  the  next  in 
order  of  birth,  became  the  wife  of  I\Ir.  j.  C.  Fitz- 
patrick,  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  who  has  long  been 
connected  with  the  business  and  editorial  manage- 
ment of  the  Nciv  York  Herald.  I'heodore  P. 
Mattoon,  the  third  child,  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
fourth,  ]Mis3  Hattie  K.  IMattoon,  is  an  inmate  of  her 
father's  household. 

Formerlv  a  Democrat,  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  Mr.  ]\Iattoon  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  since  been  an  ardent 
advocate  of  the  principles  actuating  its  founders 
and  early  leaders,  though  he  has  never  been  an 
active  politician  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the 
term.  His  famdy  have  long  been  connected  with 
the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church,  upon  the  services 
of  which  he  is  a  regular  attendant. 

MELVIN  NEWMAN  MEAD 

was  born  in  Chester,  Warren  County,  N.  Y. ,  August 
5,  1 812,  at  the  old  homestead  of  the  family,  wlicre 
he  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  working  on  the  farm  and  doing  his  share 
in  contributing  to  the  prosperity  of  the  household. 
When  he  left  the  paternal  residence  he  went  to  the 
growing  village  of  (jlens  Falls,  and  became  a  clerk 
in  the  employ  of  Morgan  k  Lapham,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  lumlier  trade,  a  thriving  business  there, 
even  at  that  early  day.      flaving  made  himself 


fiimiliar  with  the  business,  and  learned  the  art  of 
buying  and  selling  to  the  best  advantage,  for  he 
was  a  sharp-witted,  sagacious  man,  he  came  to 
Albany  in  it?33,  thoroughly  able  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  shrewdest  of  the  lumber  dealers, 
and  formed  a  co-partnership  with  his  brother, Orlin 
Mead.  On  the  death  of  the  latter  he  became  the 
senior  member  of  the  well-known  lumber  firm  of 
]Mead,  Dunham  i\;  Co.,  and  he  made  the  business 
of  that  firm  a  great  success.  He  was  a  most  inde- 
fatigable man  of  bu.dness,  regular,  methodical  and 
prompt.  Early  and  late  he  was  at  his  post,  never 
idle,  and  never  losing  a  moment  from  employment 
when  anything  was  to  be  done.  His  heart  was 
ever  open  to  charity,  and  he  gave  freely  and  liberally 
to  whatever  he  deemed  deserving.  But  he  turned  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  protligjte  and  unworthy.  To  his 
own  kindred  he  dispensed  heartily  and  generously. 
He  was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  reliable  man, 
and  a  most  worthy  and  excellent  citizen.  He  de- 
spised all  shams  and  hypocrisy;  and  as  he  was  born 
a  Democrat,  and  nursed  in  the  school  of  Democ- 
racv,  and  gave  his  first  vote  for  President  to  An- 
drew jackson,  and  his  last  to  W.  S.  Hancock,  so 
he  doubtless  would  have  continued  had  his  life 
been  spared. 

y[x.  Mead  married  .Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  the 
late  George  W.  Merchant,  and  leaves  no  issue, 
none  having  been  born  to  him. 

The  family  of  the  Merchants  were  well  known 
to  old  Albanians.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mead 
was  the  venerable  George  r^Ierchant,  who  came  to 
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Albany  from  Germany.  lie  was  a  man  lield  in 
high  estimation  by  Albanians,  of  high  social  stand- 
ing, and  filled  many  public  positions.  He  was 
County  Clerk  of  Albany  County  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  an  office  held  by  him  for  many  years  under 
such  Governors  as  Tompkins  and  Clinton,  through 
the  old  Council  of  Appointment,  presided  over  by 
such  Judges  as  Kent  and  Spencer.  He  was  also  a 
Paymaster  in  early  life  in  the  Revolutionary  Army. 
He  built,  owned  and  occupied  until  his  death,  the 
mansion  on  Ten  Broeck  street  now  occupied  by 
the  Olcotts.  To  this  mansion  was  attached  several 
acres  of  land  devoted  to  fruit  and  garden  purposes. 
It  was  in  this  house,  directly  across  the  street  fiom 
her  present  residence,  that  Mrs.  Mead  was  born. 

About  thirteen  years  ago  Mr.  ]Mead  retired  from 
business  on  account  of  his  health,  with  a  modest 
competency.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  Ten 
Broeck  street,  from  paralysis,  September  23,  1SS4. 


ALANSON  SUMNER. 

The  late  Alanson  Sumner  was  born  in  Edin- 
burgh, Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  July  21,  iSoi,  and 
died  in  Albany,  February  25,  1874.  He  was  of 
English  extraction,  his  paternal  ancestor  having 
been  a  native  of  Bicester,  whence  he  removed  to 
Massachusetts  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  Young  Sumner  was  reared  on  his  father  s 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  later,  was,  for  a  time,  a  student  at  an 
academy  at  Ballston  Spa. 

Mr.  Sumner  occupied  himself  for  a  portion  of 
two  years,  1820-23,  upon  the  construction  of  the 
eastern  division  of  the  Erie  Canal.  Within  a  few- 
months  after  the  opening  of  the  Canal  to  Albany, 
he  was  called  to  be  the  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
a  portion  of  that  great  internal  improvement  and 
he  was  soon  advanced  to  the  Superintendency, 
continuing  in  supervision  for  eleven  years  alto- 
gether. During  the  last  four  or  five  years  of  this 
period,  he  held  the  most  important  Superintend- 
ency on  the  line  of  the  Canal,  his  division  extend- 
ing from  Albany  'i-est  and  north,  and  embracing 
forty  locks,  including  the  Troy  and  Mohawk  Dams. 
Through  this  connection  he  gained  a  knowledge 
of  public  works  and  a  familiarity  with  large  con- 
tracts which  shaped  his  whole  after  life.  In  1834 
he  entered  into  a  contract,  in  which  'Sir.  Stephen 
Clark  was  a  partner,  for  building  the  Long  Bridge 
across  the  Potomac  River.  In  1837,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  John  Ellis,  of  Schenec- 
tady, he  began  contracting  on  the  Croton  Water- 
works, New  York,  and  completed  the  receiving 
reservoir  of  the  system  in  1S42.  Later  he  was  for 
two  years  occupied  wiih  contracts  upon  the  en- 
largement of  the  Erie  Canal.  Abandoning  con- 
tracting, in  1849  he  engaged  in  the  commission 
lumber  trade  at  Albany,  whither  he  had  removed 
in  1844.  He  was  successful  in  this  business  and 
retired  therefrom  six  years  later,  leaving  his  place 
for  a  time  to  his  nephew,  Mr.  A.  A.  Sumner,  with 
an  opening  for  his  son,  Mr.  William  A.  Sumner, 
who  became  a  partner  in  1863. 


j      In  1S26  Mr.  Sumner  was  married  to  ^Nliss  Emily 

j  D.  Beecher,  of  Edinburgh,  Saratoga  County,  who 
died  childless  in  1S2S.  In  February,  1S39,  he 
married  ]\Iiss  Diadama  B.  Fay,  of  Northampton, 
Fulton  County,  who  bore  him  a  sou  and  two 
daughters,  and  died  in  1864. 

jNIr.  Sumner's  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  Al- 
bany was  earnest,  and  he  was  ever  among  the  first 
to  subscribe  liberally  to  all  worthy  local  objects. 
The  City  Hospital,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
Govci'nors,  was  the  object  of  his  especial  solicitude. 
As  a  business  man  he  took  the  highest  rank,  and 
his  integrity  was  unimpeachable,  his  word  being 

j  considered  as  good  as  the  strongest  bond.  He  was 
a  stockholder  in  many  important  commercial  en- 
terprises, and  for  many  years  one  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank. 

;  He  was  a  Democrat  politically,  and  though 
neither  an  office-holder  or  an  office-seeker,  he  took 
a  keen  interest  in  public  events  and  did  his  part 
quietly,  as  a  citizen,  to  advance  the  interests  of  his 
party.  A  great  reader  from  his  youth  up,  he  was 
splendidly  self-educated,  and  it  is  said  that  his 
knowledge  of  American  history  and  biography  was 
remarkable.  His  sympathies  took  a  wide  range, 
and  guided  by  his  eminently  good  judgment,  made 
him  so  wise  a  counselor,  that  many  can  testify  to 
die  value  of  his  advice. 

LEMON  THOIMSON 

was  born  in  Athol,  Warren  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
uary 27,  1822,  son  of  Charles  C.  Thomson,  of 
Scotch-Irish  stock,  an  industrious  .village  black- 
smith and  farmer.  When  he  was  thirteen  years 
old  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Johnsburgh  in 
the  same  county.  He  was  never  idle.  The  oldest 
of  five  children,  he  was  always  helpful  in  the  shop 
or  on  the  little  farm.  In  the  public  schools  of 
these  towns  he  took  his  first  lessons  in  literary 
knowledge.  At  seventeen  he  was  a  school  teacher. 
At  eiglueen  he  was  a  student  in  Glens  Falls  Acad- 
emy preparing  for  college.  When  he  was  twenty-five 
years  old  he  entered  the  Sophomore  Class  at  Union 

1  College,  and  graduated  in  die  full  course  in  1850. 
The  next  two  years,  or  a  part  of  them,  found  him 
reading  law  with  Judge  Rosekrans.  Conceiving  a 
business  life  to  be  more  congenial  to  his  taste,  he 
entered  into  partnership  in  trade  with  W.  W.  Weed, 
in  1 85  I,  and  sold  out  after  two  years. 

In  1 85 1,  he  married  Abby,  daughter  of  Augustus 
Sherman,  then  Presiden;;  of  the  First  Commercial 
Bank,  and  afterward  President  of  the  First  National 

j  Bank  of  Glens  Falls  from  its  first  organization. 
In  1855,  'Sir.  Thomson  came  to  Albany,  having 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  under 

j  the  firm  name  of  L.  Thomson  &  Co.,  as  manufac- 
turers and  dealers  in  lumber.  This  has  ever  ^ince 
been  his  business,  with  slight  changes  in  partner- 
ship. 

1  He  is  a  large  owner  of  timber  and  other  lands 
in  Northern  New  York.  He  has  been  success- 
I  ful,  and  ranks  among  the  leading  merchants  and 
I  bankers  of  Albany.  He  is  a  large  stockholder 
I  in  the  First  National  Bank,  and  has  been  a  stock- 
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holder  and  director  in  the  National  Exchange 
Bank  since  its  establishment. 

Mr.  Thomson  is  a  thorough  business  man  in 
its  full  meaning — in  ability,  in  energy,  in  exper- 
ience, in  probity.  He  enjoys  the  competence 
which  he  has  won,  and  shares  it  liberally  with  good 
causes  and  in  promoting  laudable  public  enter- 
prises. He  is  a  man  ot"  domestic  and  literary 
tastes,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  education,  re- 
ligion and  good  morals. 

When  twenty-one  years  old  he  held  the  position 
of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  in  his  na- 
tive county.  In  religion  he  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church.  He  is  always 
and  everywhere  an  uncompromising  friend  of  tem- 
perance. Originally  a  Democrat,  acting  with  the 
Barn-burners,  he  parted  company  during  the  anti- 
slavery  controversy,  and  became  a  Republican  on 
the  organization  of  that  party.  He  has  voted  for 
Polk,  Pierce,  Fremont,  Lincoln,  Grant,  Greeley, 
Hayes,  Garfield  and  Blaine.  He  is  a  Republican, 
but  of  the  independent  school.  His  action  as  a 
citizen  is  guided  only  by  his  conscientious  convic- 
tions of  right. 

In  all  places  he  is  outspoken,  high-minded 
and  honorable.  He  is  straight  out  on  all  ques- 
tions, and  never  waits  to  tind  out  what  course 
the  party  leaders  are  to  take.  He  has  formed  his 
own  opinions  on  the  basis  of  reason  and  conscience. 
There  is  no  mistaking  him  when  he  speaks  or  acts. 
In  him  the  humblest  citizen  has  a  friend.  The 
toiling  laborer,  be  he  ever  so  humble,  can  trust 
him. 

He  writes  much  for  the  papers  on  local  and 
political  topics.  He  is  direct  and  pungent  m  style; 
severe  on  bad  legislation,  loose  habits  of  public 
economy,  and  every  wrong.  He  uses  no  useless 
rhetoric;  he  goes  into  his  subject  at  once  and  drives 
his  antagonist  to  the  wall,  if  possible,  and  keeps 
him  there  until  he  cries  for  quarter. 

Such  a  man  has  firm  friends,  but  is  not  always  in 
the  majority.  Unscrupulous  partisans  don't  take 
him  for  a  leader.  Yet  he  has  held  several  im- 
portant political  trusts.  In  1864-67,  he  was  an 
Alderman,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  reform  and 
economy  in  the  local  government.  He  has  been 
candidate  for  the  State  Assembly,  and  in  1S82,  Avas 
the  citizens'  candidate  for  Congress.  In  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  other  business  organizations  he  has 
held  leading  trusts,  and  is  often  found  active  in 
associations  and  conventions  held  for  promotion 
of  important  public  interests.  May  such  men  in- 
crease ! 

DOUGLAS  L.  WHITE. 

This  gentleman  has  long  been  prominent  in  con- 
nection with  the  lumber  trade  of  Albany,  and  as 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  White  &  Co.,  he 
is  known  to  the  lumber  trade  throughout  a  large 
portion  of  the  L'nitod  States  and  Canada.  He  was 
born  at  Quebec,  Canada,  March  31,  1822,  ofScotch 
and  English  parentage.  His  father,  a  merchant  at 
Quebec,  died  when  he  was  but  five  years  of  age, 
and  he  engaged  in  business  while  yet  very  young 


and  aided  to  support  his  modier  and  her  family. 
When  he  was   not  fifiecn  years  okl,  under  an 
uncle  who  was  an  extensive  miller  and  distiller, 
he  managed   certain  branches  ot   the  business, 
which  was  carried  on  by  a  firm  of  the  same  name 
as  that  of  which  he  has  so  long  been  the  head, 
so  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  associated 
with  the  business  of  Douglas  L.   White  &  Co. 
much   of  the   time  since  he  was  a  mere  lad. 
Since  that  time  ]\Ir.  White's  experience  in  business 
has  been  long  and  varied.     He  spent  several  years 
at  extensive  iron-works  in  Wales  as  assistant-man- 
ager and  salesman.     In  this  enterprise,  Patrick 
Moir,  his  brother-in-law,  was  partner  and  manager 
with  Sir  Charles  Price  Marryatt  &  Co.,  of  London. 
Upon  his  brother-in-law's   retirement  from  this 
business,  Mr.  White  returned  to  Quebec,  but,  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  limited  scope  for  his  busi- 
ness abilitiess  offered  there  at  that  time,  he  went  to 
New  York,  and  met  with  an  opening  in  the  office 
of  August  Belmont,  agent  of  the  Rothschilds,  as 
corresponding  clerk  and  assistant-cashier,  holding 
a  power  of  attorney,  under  the  authority  of  which 
he  managed  very  important  transactions  and  large 
sums  of  money  passed  through  his  hands.    To  his 
sagacity  and  fidelity  during  this  period,  Mr.  Bel- 
mont has  testified  over  his  signature.     Later,  he 
held  a  similar  position  in  the  house  of  Curtis, 
Beals  A  Fearing,  bankers,  of  New  York,  until  that 
firm  discontinued  business,  and  received  the  most 
unequivocal  evidence  that  his  business  ability  and 
devotion  to  their  interests  were  appreciated  by 
members  of  the  firm.     Offers  were  now  tendered 
him  by  Gilmour  Sa  Co.,  one  of  the  wealthiest  and 
most  prominent  lumber  firms  of  Canada,  of  which 
John  and  David  Gilmour,  who  had  married  two  of 
his  sisters,  were  members,  to  take  charge  of  one  of 
their  extensive  establishments  in  Canada.     He  re- 
mained there  until  the  interests  of  the  firm  at  Troy 
required  attention,  a  commission  house  there  to 
which  Gilmour  &  Co.  had  consigned  lumber  hav- 
ing tailed.    Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  White,  a 
favorable  settlement  by  compromise  was  effected, 
and  Gilmour  A-  Co.  opened  a  large  yard  at  Green 
Island,  West  Troy,  for  the  sale  of  their  own  lum- 
ber, under  his  management,  in  1S56.    During  the 
following  year  the  business  was  transferred  to  INIr. 
White,  his  brother,  Richard  P.  White,  and  Walter 
Gillespie,  who  continued  it  under  the  firm  name 
of  Gillespie,  White  &  Co.,  with  yards  at  West  Troy 
and  Albany.    The  style  and  personnel  of  the  firm 
have  changed  several  times  since  then.    The  firm 
of  Gillespie,   White   »S;   Co.   was  succeeded  by 
White,  Loveland  &  Co. ;  White  &  Co.  succeeded 
White,  Loveland  &  Co.  and  gave  place  to  White 
&  Moir,  the  immediate  predecessors  of  the  firm  of 
Douglas  L.  White  &  Co.,  the  individual  members 
of  which  arc  Messrs.  Douglas  L.  White  and  his 
eldest  son,  W.  G.  White.     White  &  Co.,  with  ex- 
tensive   connections    and    mills  in  Canada,  has 
done  the  largest  lumber  business  in  the  country, 
the  sales  in  1S72  amounting  to  over  $2,cco,oco. 
^Messrs.    Douglas   L.    White   &  Co.   now  rank 
as  one  of  the  heaviest  of  the  several  heavy  lumber 
firms  of  Albany  dealing  in  Canada  pine  lumber, 
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and  handling  Michigan  pine  and  spruce  and  hem- 
lock from  mills  in  New  York  State  and  Canada, 
their  annual  transactions  amounting  to  more  than 
half  a  million  dollars,  and  involving  the  sale  of 
25,000,000  to  30,000,000  feet  of  lumber.  They 
occupy  two  extensive  yards  in  the  Lumber  District 
and  their  dock  privileges  are  of  equal  importance 
to  those  of  any  of  their  contemporaries.  Their 
trade  extends  throughout  New  England  and  New 
York,  and  is  entirely  at  wholesale  by  the  car-load 
or  cargo. 

Mr.  White's  standing  among  men  in  his  own  trade 
and  in  the  community  is  very  high.  From  time 
to  time  he  has  interested  himself  in  prominent 
business  interests  of  the  city,  and  in  all  local 
benevolent  and  charitable  objects.  Long  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  has  for  years 
been  conspicuous  among  those  who  have  pro- 
moted evangelical  work.  Always  of  a  retiring 
disposition,  absorbed  in  the  welfare  of  his  large 
family,  and  finding  happiness  in  their  midst,  he 
has  shrunk  from  public  positions.  Yet  he  has 
done  etTective  work  while  acting  as  Governor  of 
the  Albany  Hospital,  Trustee  of  the  Fourth  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Life  Member  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  and  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  and  Younr  iMen's  Association.  He 
has  also  served  as  Pi  'dent  of  the  Board  of 
Lumber  Dealers,  and  Dii  .or  of  the  Capital  City 
Insurance  Company  and  other  corporations.  He 
has  been  a  constant  contributor  to  Home  and  For- 
eign Missions,  Bible  and  Tract  Societies,  and  other 
benevolent  institutions,  as  well  as  to  the  tem- 
perance cause,  and  has  generously  responded  to 
other  just  and  worthy  calls  upon  his  time  and 
means.  The  improvement  and  education  of  the 
colored  race  have  received  much  generous  atten- 
tion from  him,,  and  he  has  given  substantial  and 
timely  aid  to  worthy  men  in  financial  difficultv. 

Mr.  White's  church '  connection  brought  him 
into  intimate  friendly  relations  with  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  Halley,  as  a  result  of  which,  in  1868,  he  in- 
vited the  Doctor  to  accompany  him  upon  a  Euro- 
pean tour,  and  together  they  visited  England, 
Scotland,  France,  Italy  and  Switzerland.  This  was 
quite  an  event  in  Dr.  Halley's  life,  and  one  for 
which  he  cherished  the  liveliest  feelings  of  gratitude 
to  his  generous  friend,  for  he  had  not  had  an  op- 
portunity to  visit  his  native  Scotland  since  he  had 
left  there  early  in  life.  During  the  tour  Dr.  Halley 
wrote  some  very  interesting  letters,  which  were 
published  in  some  of  the  Albany  papers,  detailing 
scenes  and  incidents  in  Rome  and  other  localities 
of  great  interest  alike  to  him  and  the  reading  pub- 
lic. For  some  years  past,  Mr.  White  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
politics  he  has  been  a  strong  Republican  since  the 
organization  of  that  party,  and  during  political 
campaigns,  and  at  other  times  as  his  assistance  has 
been  required,  he  has  given  liberally  of  his  means 
towards  the  promotion  of  its  principles  and  the 
success  of  its  candidates,  and  has  been  especi- 
ally generous  in  his  donations  to  the  several  Re- 
publican Clubs  of  Albany.  He  was  married.  March  | 
8,  1855,  to  Sophia,  daughter  of  Joseph  Horsey, 


a  wholesale  druggist  of  New  York,  and  has  five 
sons  and  two  daughters  living,  four  of  their  children 
having  died.  Four  of  his  sons  are  engaged  in  the 
lumber  trade  and  another  is  a  student  at  the  Albany 
Academy.  All  of  them  have  enjoyed  opportunities 
for  obtaining  good  educations  and  a  thorough  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  business  in  their  father's  office, 
and  all  promise  to  make  their  marks  as  hon- 
orable business  men.  Mr.  White's  career  has 
been  that  of  a  self-made  man.  By  the  exercise 
of  his  natural  honesty  and  ability  he  has  advanced 
to  a  high  position  in  the  business  community 
wherever  his  lot  has  been  cast.  In  the  great  finan- 
cial panic  of  1873,  in  which  many  of  the  heaviest 
I  banking  and  business  institutions  of  the  country 
were  plunged  into  bankruptcy — a  period  which 
will  be  ever  memorable  in  the  financial  annals  of 
America — at  a  time  when  Jay  Cooke  &  Co. ,  Duncan, 
Sherman  &  Co.,  and  other  scarcely  less  prominent 
houses  were  compelled  to  close  their  doors.  Mr. 
White's  firm  became  involved,  through  complica- 
cations  with  other  houses  in  the  trade  in  New  York 
and  elsewhere,  and  were  forced  to  make  an  assign- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors.  This  blow 
fell  upon  Mr.  White  unexpectedly  and  with  almost 
stunning  force.  He  had  not  in  any  manner  con- 
tributed, either  by  omission  or  commission,  to 
brmg  about  such  a  deplorable  state  of  aft'airs.  He 
gave  up  everything  he  had,  reserving  nothing.  He 
acted  the  part  of  an  honest  man,  asking  no  favors 
and  assisting  in  every  way  in  his  power  to  bring 
about  a  settlement  which  should  be  satisfactory  to 
the  creditors  of  his  firm.  This  was  without  doubt 
the  greatest  trial  of  his  life,  but  in  it  he  had  the 
sympathy  of  the  whole  business  and  social  world  in 
which  he  moved.  The  marks  of  confidence  which 
were  given  him  by  men  high  in  commercial  and 
professional  circles  were  truly  gratifying.  His  truest 
and  most  helpful  friends  were  Henry  W.  Sage  and 
Wm.  E.  Dodge,  of  New  York.  Others  scarcely  less 
prominent  gave  him  words  of  cheer  and  extended  to 
him  practical  proofs  of  their  belief  in  his  honor,  and 
desire  for  his  speedy  issue  from  the  difficulties  which 
compassed  him  about.  Neither  then  nor  since, 
through  a  long  and  changeful  commercial  career, 
was  ever  an  aspersion  cast  upon  his  integrity  or  a 
question  raised  as  to  the  purity  of  his  motives. 


EARLY  MERCHANTS. 

Prior  to  1772,  not  much  can  be  learned  of  the 
names  of  merchants  of  Albany.  After  this  date, 
beginning  with  the  files  of  the  Alhany  Gazette,  the 
first  paper  published  in  the  city,  we  are  able  to  as- 
certain the  names  and  the  kind  of  merchandise  sold 
by  many  of  the  earlier  merchants.  The  natural  dd- 
igence  and  acquisitiveness  of  the  Dutch  kept  them 
engaged  in  trade.  The  infiux  of  enterprising  spec- 
ulators and  traders  from  New  England  near  the 
close  of  the  Rev  .ution,  soon  made  Albany  a 
strictly  commerci;  city. 

Most  of  these  merchants  dealt  in  a  variety  of 
goods,  designated  by  names  now  seldom  seen. 

Among  the  advertisers  in  the  Gazette  of  1772  is 
the  firm  of  James  Gourlay  &  Co. ,  ''  in  Cheapside 
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street,  next  door  to  the  King's  Arms, "in  whose 
copious  enumeration  of  articles  are  "Penknives,  | 
Pins,  Bibles,  Green  and  Bohea  Tea,  Cotton,  Pep- 
per, Chocolate,  Playing  Cards,  Shirt  Buttons,  Cur- 
tain Calicoes,  Ink  Powder  and  Knee  Garters." 
Thomas  Barry,   "near  the  Dutch  Church,"  also  | 
enumerates  his  stock,  occupying  nearly  a  column 
of  the  paper  with  a  catalogue  of  goods  with  names 
which  sound  quite  odd  at  tliis  day;  for  instance,  \ 
"None-so-pretty   of   various   colors   and   black  i 
breeches  pattern."    Under  the  head  of  dry  goods, 
were  inendoned  as  just  imported  from  Europe  and 
now  opening  for  sale.  Bibles,  Testaments,  Spelling  | 
Books,  Primers  and  Entick's  Pocket  Dictionaries,  \ 
Snuff,  Tobacco-boxes  and  Fiddle  strings.  Satinets  | 
and  Shalloons,  Best  China  and  Love  Ribbons,  etc.  i 
At  the  same  lime,  Robinson  &  Hale  advertise 
Bibles,  Psalms  and  Psalm  Books,  Testaments  and  | 
Spelling  Books,  Primers  and  Pocket  Dictionaries,  ! 
which  are  enumerated  with  red  China  Tea-pots 
and  Shoemakers'  Tools.  Stuart  Wilson  then  kept  a 
book  store  at  the  corner  of  State  and  South  Pearl 
streets. 

In  17S4,  Robinson  &  Hale,  dealers  in  European 
and  East  India  goods,  occupied  the  "North  corner 
opposite  the  Dutch  Church."    Major  Hale  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  an  officer  in  the  Revolution,  j 
The  names  of  the  following  merchants  appear  this  ' 
year:  Jacob  Van  Schaick,  "  in  Water  street,  near  the  j 
Middle  Dock,"  who  advertises  a  long  catalogue  of  i 
articles  under  quaint  titles;   Henry,  ]\IcClallen  &  j 
Henry,  "  next  door  north  of  the  City  Hall,  "present  j 
the  most  formidable  array  of  goods,  "  adapted  to  all  1 
seasons,  in  payment  for  which  they  will  take  cash,  j 
Morris's  &  Hil'ligas's  notes,  wheat,  corn,  pease,  flax-  | 
seed,  boards  and  plank,  and  all  sorts  of  Furs. "  i 
John  Blake  advertised  a  variety  of  goods  for  sale  at 
Archibald  Campbell's  store,  "opposite  Hugh  Den- 
niston's. "  > 

Roseboom  &  Co.  sold  all  kinds  of  nails  near  the 
English  Church;  Gerardus  Beekman  advertised  a 
store  nearly  opposite  Wheeler  Douglass's;  Edward 
Campston,  "  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Dutch 
Church,"  proposed  to  receive  for  goods  "new- 
emission  money  of  this  State  equal  to  gold  or  sil- 
ver;" Henry  Hart  had  "a  neat  assortment  of  Dry 
and  West  India  Goods  at  his  store,  between  the 
Low  Dutch  Church  and  Market  House." 

The  firm  of  James  &  Vail  dissolved,  and  Thomas 
V.  James  assumed  the  business  at  the  store  in 
the  street  opposite  the  City  Hall  Dock;''  Thomas 
Sickels  sold  European  and  India  Goods  on  the 
south  side  of  the  street  that  leads  from  the  Dutch  to 
the  English  Church;  John  Carey  offered,  at  the 
store  of  Cornelise  K.  Vandenberg,  "  at  the  elm-tree 
in  the  street  leading  from  the  Dutch  to  the  English 
Church,"  a  quantity  of  goods  which  were  "just 
imported  from  Ireland."  George  Reab,  at  his  store 
in  the  house  of  Abraham  Douw,  near  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  Market,  offered  an  assortment  of 
Dry  and  West  India  Goods  adaptetl  to  the  seasons, 
in  exchange  for  wliich  he  would  take  cash,  R. 
Morris  &  M.  Ilillegas's notes,  new  emission  money, 
all  sorts  of  public  securities;  also,  tlax-seed,  wheat  ; 
and  all  kinds  of  country  produce. 


Joseph  Kelly,  currier,  lately  arrived  from  Ire- 
land, "  opened  a  shop  at  Captain  John  Roll's,  near 
the  ^s^^rlh  Gate,  ''  and  will  have  ready  in  a  few  days, 
"  good  leather,  boot-legs  and  Irish  Ben  of  the  best 
quality.''  Cornelius  and  John  Z^I.  Wendell,  oppo- 
site the  Post-office,  near  the  Market-house,  im- 
ported goods  from  London."  Cuyler,  Gansevoort 
&  Co.  "  received  by  the  last  vessels  from  London," 
an  assortment  of  dry  goods  suitable  for  the  season, 
and  presented  a  catalogue  of  other  goods,  which, 
like  most  of  the  advertisements  of  the  day,  began 
with  rum  and  ended  with  brass  kettles;  Peter  D. 
Van  Dyck  dealt  in  a  general  assortment  of  goods 
opposite  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Dutch  Church. 
Benjamin  Wallace  had  "a  neat  assortment  of 
West  India  and  dry  goods  at  his  shop,  a  little  north 
of  the  English  Church." 

Wendell  &  Trotter  canied  on  a  business  princi- 
pallv  in  dry  goods,  "opposite  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  City  Hall ;''  William  Gray  was  a  similar 
dealer,  "near  the  City  Hotel;"  Teunis  T.  Van 
Vechten  advertised  Turk's  Island  and  Rock  Salt; 
David  Fonda,  "  next  door  to  General  Ten  Broeck," 
kept  "dry  goods,  groceries  and  liquors"  for  sale; 
Abraham  Eights,  in  Water  street,  sold  Muscovado 
sugar  by  the  barrel,  and  had  "a  few  excellent 
linglish  wind-mills  for  cleaning  wheat.'' 

Anthony  Helmer,  at  his  store  in  the  house  of 
Harmanus  Wendell,  sold  groceries,  German  steel, 
"and  a  variety  of  other  articles  too  tedious  to  be 
mentioned;  '  Jacob  Van  der  Heyden,  in  Pearl  street, 
sold  "  Dutch  mill  saws,  groceries  and  dry  goods;'' 
Ivie  Chambers,  "near  the  Low  Dutch  Church,'' 
sold  the  usual  articles  of  a  general  store,  "princi- 
pally liquors;"  Elisha  Crane,  opposite  the  City 
Hall,  sold  "cyder"  at  i8s.  a  barrel,  and  took  in 
payment  boards,  plank,  staves,  peas  and  all  sorts 
of  grain,  but  was  careful  to  inform  the  public  that 
"  money  would  not  be  refused."  The  foregoing 
embraced  all  the  principal  merchants  doing  busi- 
ness in  Albany  about  1785. 

In  1790,  Cornelius  J.  Wynkoop  deemed  it  "  in- 
dispensably necessary  "  that  there  should  be  in  the 
city  "an  auct'oneer  and  vendue  master  for  dry 
goods,  household  furniture,  etc.,"  whereupon  he 
opened,  at  No.  8  ^Market  street,  "  a  licensed  auction 
house,"  and  was  without  doubt  the  first  auctioneer 
in  Albany. 

In  1795,  Francis  Carbine,  a  former  Albany  mer- 
chant, died.  In  this  year,  William  Mayell,  "hat- 
ter from  London,  "  offered  for  sale  an  assortment 
of  hats  at  the  store  of  T,  Fradgley.  In  1799.  at 
No.  9  Court  street,  he  dealt  in  "leather  breeches,  " 
mittens,  gloves,  and  wall  paper.  In  1802,  the 
grocery  firm  of  James  and  William  Caldwell  dis- 
solved. The  business  was  afterwards  carried  on  by 
William  Caldwell. 

In  18 13,  Albany  had  grown  to  be  an  important 
commercial  center.  Indeed,  at  this  date,  we  are 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  a  large  percentage  of  the 
business  men  of  Albany  were  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits.  The  first  Directory  of  the  city,  pub- 
lished ill  1S13,  gives  the  names  of  nearly  three 
hundred  mercantile  firms,  representing  at  least  four 
hundred  merchants. 
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Following  we  give  the  names  of  the  most  prom- 
inent of  these  firms. 

Joseph  Alexander,  Lewis  Benedict,  John  R. 
Bleecker,  Jr.,  Ilcnrv  Bleecker,  Bovd  A:  McHench, 
Peter  it  Joim  I.  Boyd.  I.  &  G.  Huiton,  Syl.  P.  Jer- 
main,  James  c*c  Archibald  Kane,  Chester  ]?ulkley, 
William  Caldwell,  Asa  H.  Center,  James  Clarke; 
Anthony  Strong,  successor  of  Mr.  Clarke  in  the 
dry  goods  business,  subsequently  was  a  partner  of 
tile  well-remembered  tirm  of  Richard  Marvin  ctCo., 
iind  at  a  later  period  established  the  extensive  busi- 
ness house  of  A.  yi.  Strong  A;  Co.  To  continue  our 
list,  there  were  Walter  Clarke,  William  McHarg, 
John  &  James  Mahar,  Rhodolphus  Crane,  John 
C.  Cuyler,  Nathaniel  Davis,  John  D.  P.  Douw, 
Thomas  N.  Ford,  Nathaniel  Judson.  Russell  For- 
syth, Thomas,  Elias  &  William  Mather,  Christian 
Miller,  William  Fowler,  Matthew  Gill,  Job  & 
Thomas  Gould,  Douw  W.  Williams,  W.  A: 
Cornelius  W.  Groesbeck,  Paul  Hochstrasser,  F.stes 
Howe,  Ebenezer  Pemberton,  Pratt  &  Durant, 
Valentine  Rathbone,  Lyman  Root,  Thomas  & 
Joseph  Russel,  Sanford  &  Page,  Israel  Smith, 
George  B.  Spencer,  Barent  G.  Staats,  John  A: 
Spencer  Stafford,  Israel  Smith,  George  W. 
Stanton,  Gilbert  Stewart,  John  Taylor  &  Son, 
Jacob  PL  Ten  I^'ck,  John  Townsend,  Matthew 
Trotter  &  J.  Tuffs,  Philip  P,  Van  Rensselaer, 
John  Van  Schaick,  Tobias  Van  Schaick,  Willard 
Walker,  Dudley  Walsh  ct  Co.,  Washburn  & 
Knower,  Webb  &  Dummer,  John  L  Wendell, 
Jellis  Winne. 

Till  several  years  after  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent century,  it  is  difficult  to  classify  the  Albanv 
merchants  with  reference  to  any  particular  line  of 
trade.  Most  of  them  sold  a  general  assortment  of 
merchandise,  and  few  restricted  their  trade  to  any 
one  line  of  goods.  About  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter  of  this  century  this  condition  of  trade  be- 
gan to  change,  and  special  merchants  in  special 
lines  began  to  grow  numerous.  In  the  following 
pages  we  have  aimed  to  classify  the  merchants  with 
some  reference  to  the  goods  sold. 

DRY  GOODS. 

Probably  the  oldest  house  in  the  dry  goods 
trade  is  represented  by  the  present  firm  of  Strong, 
Russell  &  Lawyer.  This  house  was  founded  in 
1824  by  Richard  I\Iarvin,  who  commenced  a 
wholesale  dry  goods  business  on  South  Market 
street,  just  riorth  of  Division  street.  A  few  years 
later  he  associated  with  him  William  Smith.  In 
1S30  Anthony  'SI.  Strong  became  a  partner,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Richard  Marvin  &  Co.  A  few 
years  after  the  firm  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Marvin  re- 
tiring, and  a  new  one  was  formed  under  the  title 
of  Smith  A:  Strong.  In  1S3S  William  N.  Strong 
was  admitted  as  a  partner,  the  firm  then  becoming 
known  as  Smith,  Strong  A:  Co.,  and  so  continued 
until  1S42,  when  Mr.  Smith  .vitlidrew,  and  for 
many  years  the  concern  was  successfully  managetl 
by  A.  M.  A:  W.  N.  Strong.  In  1844  they  built  the 
building  now  occupied  by  Daniel  Weidman,  and 
which  they  first   occupied    in   1^45.      In  1S57 


Thomas  J.  and  Charles  H.  Strong  were  achiiitted 
as  partners,  on  the  retirement  of  A.  ^1.  Strong, 
when  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Strong  P.roili- 
ers  &  Co.  In  i  S63,  James  A.  Whitney  became  a 
partner,  under  the  firm  title  of  Strong  A:  Co.  In 
1869,  Charles  A.  Lawyer,  and  in  1S72,  George  V\'. 
Russell,  became  members  of  the  firm,  wheii  the 
name  Strong,  Whitney  it  Co.  appeared.  In  1S77 
Mr.  Whitney  died,  but,  by  agreement,  bu-iness 
was  conducted  under  the  same  firm  name  until 
1S79,  when  it  was  changed  to  Strong,  Russell  A: 
Co.,  but  has  subsequently  been  changed  to  Strong. 
Russell  A:  Lawyer.  The  freestone  building,  Nos. 
476  and  478  Pkoadway,  running  through  to  James 
street,  was  built  in  iS6o,  and  since  1861  has  been 
occupied  by  this  firm. 

About  contemporary  with  the  above  house  were 
the  dry  goods  firms  of  Wilder,  Hastings  A:  Co. ; 
Taber  &  i\Iarks;  Conkling  &  Herring;  Mcr\Iillan 
A;  Bagley;  Rufus  H.  King  A:  Co.  ;  Wood  A:  Acres; 
Sheldon  it  S}kes;  Thomas  Dunn;  Pruyn  &  01m- 
stead;  Parsons  A:  Baker;  Jacob  Ten  Kyck  A:  Co.  ; 
Peter  A;  John  I.  Boyd;  Chandler  &  Starr:  David 
P.  Winne  A;  John  Garnsey;  Jacob  De  Garmo; 
Pruyn  A:  Gadner;  Wendell  A:  Jenkins;  ^Mattliew 
Gill  A:  James  Campbell. 

Visscher  Ten  Eyck  it  Solomon  'SI.  Parker  form- 
ed a  partnership  in  the  dry  goods  business  in  1832, 
and  commenced  business  at  No.  60  State  street  in 
the  store  at  that  time  occupied  by  Young  A:  lihle. 

Of  the  present  dry  goods  dealers  the  firms  of 
W.  M.  Whitney  A:  Co.,  John  E.  ^Nlyers.  Johnston 
A:  Reilly,  and  Isaac  White's  Sons  &  Co.,  are  tlie 
most  extensis'e  establishments  in  the  city,  all  of 
j  which  carry  on  a  large  wholesale  and  retail  trade. 

The  house  of  W.  M.  Whitney  A:  Co.  was  founded 
in  i860,  by  W.  M.  Wliitney,  as  a  branch  of  Ubs- 
dell,  Pierson  ct  Co.  of  New  York,  a  history  of 
which  successful  enterprise  will  be  found  in  the 
biographical  sketch  of  Mr.  Whitney  published  in 
this  volume.  The  individual  members  of  the  firm 
are  William  SI.  \\'hitney  and  S.  SI.  Van  Santvoord. 
William  H.  Pangburn,  who  was  an  active  member 
of  this  firm  several  years,  died  m  December.  1SS5. 

The  firm  of  Isaac  White's  Sons  was  founded  in 
1 87 1  by  Isaac  White  and  John  J.  White,  his  son. 
The  present  members  of  the  firm  are  John  J.  and 
Frank  White,  sons  of  Isaac  White,  and  A.  B. 
Wells.  A  history  of  the  firm  will  be  found  in 
connection  with  the  biographical  sketch  of  Isaac 
White. 

The  following  are  the  other  leading  retail  dry 
goods  dealers:  P.  Bloomingdale;  Mann,  Wald- 
mann  A:  Co. ;  B.  Stark  A:  Co.;  and  S.  M.  Waldman. 

WILLIAM  J.  FRYER 

was  born  August  i,  i8c8,  in  the  town  of  GuiKIer- 
land,  Albany  County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  John 
I'Vyer,  M  as  one  of  the  largest  farmers  in  that  section 
of  the  State.  Of  Dutch  ancestry,  to  be  traced  back 
for  many  generations  in  Holland,  William  not  only 
inherited  those  qualities  of  honor,  industry  and 
pcLseverance  as  creditable  as  they  are  common  to 
those  of  Knickerbocker  origin,  but  received  that 
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early  Christian  trniiiing  so  necessary  for  the  eleva- 
tion of  character.  His  educational  advantages 
were  only  such  as  tiie  district  school  at  that 
time  atlorded,  but  all  experience  serves  to  illus- 
trate and  inforce  the  lesson  that  there  is  an  educa- 
tion not  to  be  learned  from  books  or  acquired  by 
any  amount  of  literary  training;  that  in  the  busy 
haunts  of  men  the  best  practical  education  is  soon- 
est acquired  in  all  that  tends  to  discipline  a  man 
truly  and  fit  him  for  the  proper  performance  of  the 
duties  and  business  of  life.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  left  the  family  homestead  to  engage  in  a  mer- 
cantile business  in  the  village  of  Catskiil,  on  the 
Hudson.  After  some  eight  years'  experience,  he 
became  the  junior  partner  in  an  estabHshed  ship- 
ping business  at  Oakhill  Landing,  nearly  opposite 
Catskiil,  and  a  few  miles  below  the  City  of  Hudson. 
This  was  before  the  advent  of  railroads,  when  even 
steamboating  was  in  its  very  infancy,  and  sail  was 
almost  exclusively  used  for  the  very  important  river 
traffic  of  those  days. 

In  the  early  part  of  1837,  Mr.  Fryer  removed  to 
Albany  and  established  a  wholesale  dry  goods 
house,  sharing  in  the  general  belief  at  that  time 
that  Albany,  as  the  terminus  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
was  to  become  the  most  important  business  center 
for  supplying  Western  merchants.  The  building  of 
the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad,  which  diverted 
trade  to  the  greater  eastern  city,  the  marvelous  de- 
velopment in  river  steamboating,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  running  parallel  with  the  Hudson 
River,  forever  settled  the  fate  of  Albany,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  great  City  of  New  York. 

On  the  loth  day  of  February,  1836,  just  prior  to 
his  removal  to  Albany,  Mr.  Fryer  married  ^largaret 
Livingston  Crofts,  granddaughter  of  Robert  Thong 
Livingston,  at  the  Livingston  ]Manor  House,  in  the 
town  of  Livingston,  Columbia  County.  From  the 
very  day  of  beginning  in  Albany,  his  business  was 
large  and  successful,  increasing  year  by  year  up  to 
the  time  of  the  great  tire  of  August  17,  1848,  which 
laid  in  ashes  the  business  portion  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Fryer's  two  stores,  with  their  contents,  and  several 
other  buildings  which  he  owned,  were  destroyed. 
A  large  number  of  insurance  companies  were  made 
bankrupt  by  the  fire,  so  that  the  insured  received 
little  or  nothing  from  their  policies.  That  mis- 
fortunes never  come  singly,  is  illustrated  in  Mr. 
Fryer's  case  by  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  his 
losing  a  large  sum  as  above  stated,  he  also  lost 
another  large  sum  in  consequence  uf  the  noted 
failure  of  the  Canal  Bank  of  Albany,  in  which  he 
was  a  director  and  stockholder,  with  personal  lia- 
bilities, which  occurred  on  the  loth  day  of  the 
previous  month  of  the  same  year.  To  the  true 
worker  losses  only  stimulate  to  renewed  efforts  and 
evoke  new  powers.  Mr.  Fryer  not  only  met  all 
his  liabilities  in  full,  but  he  rebuilt  his  warehouses 
and  re-establislied  his  business  and  continued  its 
management  up  to  1858,  when  he  practically  re- 
tired from  active  mercantile  life.  Since  that  time 
he  has  continued  to  look  after  the  real  estate  and 
other  property  in  which  he  is  interested.  During 
his  long  and  honorable  business  career  no  note  of 
his  was  ever  protested,  and  all  his  business  obliga- 


tions were  promptly  paid.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
fifty  years,  ^[x.  Fryer  has  been  intimately  associated 
with  the  business  enterprise,  the  growth  and  the 
prosi)erity  of  the  City  of  Albany,  justly  earning  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  his  fellow-towns- 
men. Possessed  of  a  strong  will,  great  energy,  and 
the  accuracy  and  judgment  required  for  the  efficient 
conduct  of  business,  ]Mr.  Fryer  is  of  a  modest  and 
retiring  nature,  kind  and  gentle  in  his  manners, 
charitable  in  thought  and  deed,  and  finds  his  chief 
pleasure  within  his  own  family  circle  and  home 
surroundings.  The  death  of  ]\Irs.  Fryer  occurred 
on  the  iith  day  of  April,  1882. 

In  politics  Mr.  Fryer  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Democrat,  helping  the  Democratic  party  with  his 
purse  and  his  influence,  and  clinging  to  its  fortunes 
through  good  and  evil  report,  and  although  fre- 
quently urged  to  accept  party  honors,  he  has  stead- 
ily refused  to  do  so.  As  far  back  as  1845  he 
declined  the  nomination  for  Mayor  on  account  of 
private  business,  and  at  a  later  date  he  again  re- 
fused a  nomination  for  the  same  ofiice.  In  religion 
he  has  ever  held  a  fixed  and  decided  attachment  to 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  from  his  earliest  re- 
membrance of  the  teachings  of  the  Rev.  Harmanius 
Van  Husen,  the  pastor  of  his  devoted  Christian 
father  and  mother,  at  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
in  Salem,  Albany  County.  On  locating  in  Catskiil 
in  1822,  M/.  Fryer  came  under  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  I.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  who  was  the  leading 
minister  in  that  denomination,  and  who  accepted 
a  life  call  from  the  Middle  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
in  Albany  in  1S37,  in  which  latter  church  Mr. 
Fryer  continued  his  connection  and  repeatedly 
served  as  an  officer. 

ISAAC  WHITE. 

This  gendeman  is  descended  from  two  of  the 
old  families  of  Duanesburgh,  Schenectady  Countv. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  Ichabod  \\'hite,  who 
at  an  early  date  removed  from  Nine  Partners, 
Dutchess  County,  and  located  a  mile  west  of  the 
villag  ;  of  Duanesburgh,  near  Duanes  Bush,  the 
old  country  seat  of  James  Duane,  soon  removing 
two  miles  southwest  to  the  place  now  in  possession 
of  the  family,  and  known  as  the  White  homestead. 
His  son,  Isaac  White,  married  ^lary  Jenkins, 
whose  father,  Christopher  Jenkins,  was  of  English 
descent,  and  had  been  a  seafaring  man  in  early 
life,  and  removed  to  Duanesbugh  from  Rhode  Ls- 
land,  settling  on  a  large  farm  near  (^)uaker  street. 
Isaac  and  Mary  ( Jenkins)  White  had  three  sons 
and  five  daughters,  who  grew  to  be  men  and  wo 
men,  and  all  of  whom,  except  the  subject  of  this 
notice  and  one  of  his  sisters,  were  born  in  Duanes- 
burgh. Somewhat  late  in  lite,  Mr,  White  disp(>sed 
of  his  property  in  Duanesburgh  and  removed  to 
Otsego  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm,  which  he 
subsequently  lust  through  a  Haw  in  the  title,  and 
thence,  in  182S,  to  the  vicinity  of  Palmyra,  ^^'ayne 
County,  and  lived  there  four  years,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Duanesburgh.  His  son,  Isaac  XN'hite, 
was  born  in  Maryland,  Otsego  County,  February 
10,  1820.     He  passed  his  boyhood  on  the  farm 
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and  in  aticndin;;  the  winter  schools,  and  at  fourteen 
years  of  age  hired  out  ai  farm  labor  for  eight  months  | 
for  twenty  di  .liars  and  his  living.   From  that  lime, 
until  he  was  seventeen,  he  worked  for  different 
f.irmers,   and  succeeded  in   saving  fifty  dollars, 
which  lie  expended  in  attending  tlie  academy  at 
(Jallupville,  Schoharie  County.    During  the  next 
four  years,  he  attended  and  taught  school  near 
home.'    Tlien  he  taught  the  public  school  at  Sau- 
t'crties.  Ulster  County,  three  years.     Returning  to 
Duanesljurgh,  he  married  Miss  Ann  Kliza  Cramer, 
()i.t..i)er  30,  1S4S.    He  taught  a  school  in  that 
ii':iglib<  >rhoo<i   the  following  winter,    and  in  the 
sj.nng  'A  1644  set  out  on  a  trip  through  the  then 
F.ir  West  to  see  the  country,  with  a  view  to  invest- 
ment and  hettlement.     He  proceeded  to  Buffalo 
bv  canal,  tiience  to  Cleveland  by  steamer,  thence 
to  a  point  on  the  Ohio  River,  below  Pittsburgh, 
by  st.age,  and  thence  to  St.  Louis  by  the  Ohio  and 
.^Ii^sissippi  Rivers,  going  thence  on  foot  sixty  miles 
to  Vandalia,  where  he  remained  a  short  time  mak- 
ing a  small  investment  in  land.    Not  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  West,  he  returned  to  New  York 
State,  and  taught  school  the  following  w^inter  at 
Voorlieestown,  Montgomery  County.  The  six  years  \ 
following  he  was  in  charge  of  the  public  schools  of  ! 
Fultonville,  ^Montgomery  County,  and  Gloversville,  i 
Fulton  County,  when,  his  health  failing,  his  physi-  i 
cian  advised  him  to  seek  some  traveling  employ-  ! 
ment.     During  the  succeeding  six  years  he  was  1 
selling  gloves  and  mittens  at  wholesale,  on  the  \ 
road,  for  a  manufacturing  firm  in  (}loversville.  1 
For  about  a  year,  in  1857  and  1858,  he  kept  a  j 
store  in  Gloversville.     Removing  to  the  neighbor-  j 
hood  of  (Quaker  Street,  in  Duanesburgh,  he  pur-  j 
chaseci  a  farm  on  which  he  lived  for  some  years.  ! 
In  1861-66  he  was  again  on  the  road,  selling  bools  { 
and  shoes  for  Wilburs  &  Co.,  of  Quaker  Street.  ! 
Removing  to  Albany  in  1866,  he  became  a  sales-  : 
man  in  the  employ  of  George  A.  Woolverton  &  ' 
Co.,  travehng  almost  constantly  for  some  years.  ! 
During  this  period  his  sons,  John  J.  and  Edgar 
M.  White,  had  acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
die  Yankee  notion  and  fancy  goods  trade,  in  the  j 
establishment  of  George  H.  Knowlton,  and  the  1 
former  had  saved  some  capital  with  a  view  to  going 
into  trade  on  his  own  account.     Mr.  White  had  i 
strictly  adhered  to  a  rule  adopted  early  in  life,  to 
live  so  much  within  his  income  as  to  save  some-  j 
thing  each  year,  and  by  this  time  had  consider-  j 
able  available  means,  and,  in  r^Iarch.  1871,  Isaac 
and  John  J.  White  bought  the  business  of  Mr. 
Knowlton,  and  conducted  it  under  the  style  of 
Isaac  White  &  Son  till  1874,  when  the  firm  name  ; 
was  changed  to  Isaac  White  &  Sons,  by  the  admis-  I 
sion  of  Edgar  M.  White,  who  withdrew  early  in  j 
1883,  his  brother  Frank  White  taking  his  place  in  j 
the  firm,  which  has  since  been  known  as  Isaac  i 
White's  .Sons  &  Co.    In  January,  1885,  Edgar  M.  : 
NVhite  again  purchased  an  interest  in  the  concern.  \ 
Charles  White,  another  of  Mr.  Whites  Sons,  is 
employed  in  the  house.    This  business  was  be- 
K>'n  ujistairs  at  No.  61  Broadway.     Larger  quar-  \ 
lers  being  demanded,   it  was  removed    to  No. 
67  Broadway,  and  thence  to  Nos.   63  and  65 


Broadway.  The  firm  do  a  safe,  successful  and 
growing  trade,  and  its  members  are  favorably  re- 
garded in  business  circles  in  Albany  and  eUc- 
where. 

Mr.  White  retired  from  active  business  Januarv 
I,  1S83,  and  is  resting  from  the  labors  of  a  well- 
spent  life.  He  is  con.-picuous  among  the  sclf- 
made  men  of  Albany.  His  ruling  ideas  in  busi- 
ness have  been  industry,  safety  and  prudence,  and 
he  has  succeeded  where  many  another  man  less  in- 
dustrious and  more  venturesome  has  faded.  He 
has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  politics;  but, 
formerly  a  Whig,  has  been  a  Republican  since  the 
organization  of  the  party. 

W.  M.  WTHTNEY. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  !\Ir.  W. 
M.  Whitney  has  occupied  a  prominent  position  in 
the  commercial  circles  of  Albany,  and  in  the  ex- 
tent and  character  of  the  business  of  which  he  is 
the  recognized  head,  he  has  done  much  towards 
attracting  that  large  trade  which  is  the  jjride  of  the 
city  and  the  foundation  of  much  of  its  substantial 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  born  in  Boston,  IMass. ,  Jan- 
uary 12,  1 82 7,  a  scion  of  the  old  Massachusetts 
family  of  that  name,  and  a  grandson  of  Colonel 
Josiah  \\'hitney,  of  revolutionary  fame,  who  partic- 
ipated in  all  of  the  engagements  in  the  struggle 
for  American  independence,  from  the  fight  of  Con- 
cord to  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  Daniel  Wliii- 
ney,  his  father,  was  a  builder  of  ability  and  promi- 
nence, who,  in  1828,  when  the  present  leading 
merchant  of  Albany  was  only  one  year  old,  remov- 
ed with  his  family  to  New  York  City,  where  Mr. 
Whitney  was  reared  and  educated,  and,  at  a  com- 
paratively early  age,  he  found  his  first  employment 
in  a  retail  dry  goods  store.  From  this  position  he 
went,  in  1S44,  to  another,  in  a  wholesale  dry  goods 
house  in  William  street,  near  Wall.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  Mr.  Whitney's  career  in  the  wholesale 
dry  goods  trade  embraces  the  period  during  which 
the  merchants  have  moved  from  the  section  of  New- 
York  now  known  by  the  comprehensive  title  of 
"Wall  street,"  to  other  locations  uptown,  and 
given  place  to  tlie  bankers,  brokers,  insurance 
men  and  others  who,  for  years  past,  have  so  notably 
represented  the  great  financial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. He  became  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Ary 
goods  trade  that  he  was  recognized  as  an  exjjcrt 
buyer,  and  from  1 85 2  to  1S59  he  was  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  purchasing  goods  for  large  dry  goods 
houses  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  countrv-.  At  the 
latter  date  he  engaged  exclusively  with  the  firm  of 
Ubsdell,  Pierson  &Co. ,  Broadway,  New  York,  who 
had  branch  stores  in  Albany  and  St.  Louis.  The 
success  of  the  Albany  branch  having  been  assured, 
it  was  decided  January  i,  i860,  to  make  it  a  per- 
manent enterprise  and  iNIr.  Whitney  was  put  in 
charge,  giving  his  personal  attention  to  the  pur- 
chase of  goods  and  the  receipt  and  fulfillment  of  all 
orders.  When  the  New  York  house  retired  from 
business,  the  Albany  firm  was  continued  by  .Mr. 
Whitney,  who,  as  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
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W.  M.  Whitney  &  Co.,  remains  at  the  head  of  its 
affairs. 

When  the  house  was  first  opened,  a  store  25  by 
1 20  feet  in  dimensii;>ns  was  all  that  was  recjuired 
for  the  accommodation  of  its  stock.  The  premises 
at  present  used  consist  of  a  building  86  feet  wide, 
running  back  216  feet,  from  North  Pearl  street  to 
James  street,  and  ha\ing  live  floors.  This  extensive 
store  is  divided  into  twenty-five  distinct  depart- 
ments, all  under  separate  heads,  and  so  systemat- 
ized that  each  department  can  show  its  own  re- 
sults from  season  to  season.  From  three  hundred 
to  four  hundred  employees  find  occupation  with 
the  firm,  Uie  number  varying  with  the  exigencies 
of  the  season.  The  total  floorage  utilized  at  first 
was  about  3,000  square  feet;  to-day  the  twenty-five 
departments  of  the  business  cover  over  103,000 
square  feet,  or  a  little  less  than  three  acres  of  sur- 
face, a  fact  which  exemplifies  not  only  the  remark- 
able growth  of  this  great  representative  house,  but 
the  rapid  advance  of  Albany  as  a  source  of  supply 
for  all  kinds  of  manufactured  goods.  Albany  owes 
to  Rlr.  Whitney  the  introduction  of  electric  lights 
in  the  city,  and  his  store  is  brilliantly  lighted  by 
electricity  on  .  all  of  tlie  five  lloors,  and  elevators 
run  to  the  top  of  the  building,  practically  bringing 
all  of  the  vast  rooms  on  a  level.  The  guiding 
principles  of  the  house  have  ever  been — good  goods 
and  adequate  values;  low  uniform  prices  to  all; 
close  attention  to  business,  and  to  the  comfort  and 
demands  of  patrons;  and  the  fairest  and  most  liberal 
treatment  of  all  classes  of  the  public.  And  the  ap- 
plication of  these  principles  has  resulted  in  the 
rapid  growth  of  a  well-managed  business,  which  is 
now  of  such  dimensions  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that 
W.  Whitney  &  Co.  are  the  larcjest  retail  dis- 
tributors of  dry  goods  between  New  York  and 
Chicago. 

FANCY  DRY  GOODS. 

The  first  store  devoted  exclusivelv  to  trade  in 
fancy  dry  goods  in  Albany  was  opened  by  ].  B. 
Spelman  in  1824.  In  1S36  Benjamin  R.  Spelman 
bought  his  brother's  interest  and  a  new  co-partner- 
ship was  formed,  with  B.  R.  &  R.  L.  Spelman  as 
the  firm  name.  This  continued  without  change 
for  forty  years,  when  the  firm  dissolved,  R.  L. 
Spelman  retiring  and  W.  D.  Spelman  continuing 
the  business,  which  he  still  conducts,  at  No.  ^82 
Broadway.  Among  other  dealers  in  this  class  of 
goods  we  may  name  Flud  &  Bochlowitz;  E.  Gips  i 
&  Co.;  iAI.  M.  Hydeman;  D.  S.  La  INIonte;  R. 
Lansing;  J.  Laventall;  F.  Martineau;  S.  ]\L  Val- 
kenburgh  &  Co. ;  and  Isaac  White's  Sons. 

MILLINERY. 

Dealers  in  millinery  goods  and  making  ladies' 
bonnets,  might  properly  come  under  the  head  of  I 
manufacturers,  so  extensive  and  elaborate  is  the 
latter  business  carried  on  in  this  city.    The  most 
extensive  of  these  establishments,  which  carry  on  a  j 
wholesale  and  retail  trade,  are  the  following:  M.  L.  i 
Cutler,  540  Broadway;  H.  W.  Lipraan  &  Co  ,  459  j 
Broadway;  I.  Lilienthal,  44  South  Pearl;  Airs.  J.  I 


Mann,  33  North  Pearl;  L.  AlcIIaffie  Co.,  55 
North  Pearl;  Edward  Owen,  93  North  Pearl;  AI. 
Robb,  14  North  Pearl;  B.  Stark  &  Co.,  13  North 
Pearl. 

CARPET  DEALERS. 

Among  the  earlier  carpel  dealers  were  the  firms 
of  Thomas  W.  Forth  &  Co.,  corner  State  and 
Broadway;  Daniel  H.  Forth;  James  Kidd;  William 
S.  Shepard;  and  Taylor  &  Waterman,  the  latter  of 
whom  followed  the  business  for  twenty-three  years. 

The  house  of  A.  B.  Van  Gaasbeck  &  Co.,  the 
oldest  house  now  engaged  in  this  business,  was 
founded  in  1836  by  A.  B.  Van  Gaasbeck  and  B. 
F.  Mosely,  under  the  firm  name  of  Alosely  l^:  Van 
Gaasbeck,  on  the  east  side  of  South  Alarket  street, 
near  the  corner  of  Hudson  avenue.  In  a  short 
time  the  firm  dissolved,  Air.  Mosely  continuing  at 
the  old  stand,  a  history  of  whose  long  connection 
with  the  carpet  trade  will  be  found  in  connection 
with  his  biographical  sketch.  After  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  firm  of  Mosely  &  Van  Gaasbeck,  the 
latter  opened  a  store  in  the  Douw  Building,  then 
just  completed,  on  South  Alarket  street.  In  1S42 
he  opened  another  store  on  State  street.  Soon 
after  this  date  Mr.  Van  Gaasbeck's  brothers, 
John  and  William,  became  associated  with  him, 
when  he  opened  a  store  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
sale  of  carpets,  the  former  two  having  been  general 
dry  goods  stores,  where  Maurice  E.  Viele's  store 
now  stands.  The  three  stores  were  continued  un- 
til 1S44,  when  the  dry  goods  stores  were  sold  out, 
and  another  opened  in  the  Athenx'um  Building  on 
the  west  side  of  Broadway,  near  State  street.  In 
1S49,  ^-  ^'^s.n  Gaasbeck  sold  out  his  interest  in 
both  stores  to  his  brothers,  William  assuming  con- 
trol of  the  dry  goods  concern,  and  John  the  carpet 
store.  In  1852  A.  B.  Van  Gaasbeck  bought  an 
interest  with  his  brother  John,  who  had  removed 
to  34  Greene  street.  The  firm  name  was  then 
changed  to  Van  Gaasbeck  &  Brother.  A  short 
time  after  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  John  re- 
maining at  the  old  stand,  and  A.  B.  opened  a  new- 
store  corner  Broadway  and  Columbia,  where  he 
remained  for  seven  years.  Since  1S61  he  has 
occupied  stores  on  North  Pearl  and  Green  streets, 
and  has  recently  taken  possession  of  his  large 
store  on  North  Pearl,  nearly  opposite  the  Kenmore. 
Since  that  time  he  has  had  as  junior  partners 
Frank  Watson,  W.  Jennison,  Chauncey  Watson, 
1  and  George  H.  Redway,  all  of  whom  were  clerks 
prior  to  their  interest  in  the  concern.  At  present 
Amos  C.  Van  Gaasbeck,  son  of  A.  B.  \'an  Gaas- 
beck, is  the  junior  partner. 

Abram  Koonz  was  a  successful  carpet  dealer  on 
State  street  for  many  years,  succeeded,  after  his 
deadi,  by  his  son,  E.  C.  Koonz.  who  has  gone  out 
of  business.     Alartin  Kramrath  is  a  prominent 
I  carpet  merchant  in  Albany  on  South  Pearl  street. 
Carpets  are  also  sold  by  W.  AI.  Whitney  Co. 
and  Johnston  Reiily. 
I      The  Boston  Steam  Carpet  Beating  Company 
i  carry  on  the  business  of  cleaning  carpets  at  63 
j  Quay  street,  and  is  the  principal  firm  of  its  kind 
I  in  the  city.     Amos  Temple  is  the  proprietor. 
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BENJAMIN  F.  ]\IOSELEV, 

senior  member  of  the  firm  uf  13.  F.  Mosclcy  tt 
Co.,  proprietors  of  the  leading  carpet  warehouse 
of  Albany,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1812. 
His  father  was  Edwin  Moseley,  a  native  of  West- 
field,  Mass.  His  mother  was  INIarcia  Patterson, 
a  native  of  Lebanon,  N.  Y. 


'■'  Benjamin  F,  Moseley. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town,  and  in  1825  came  to  Albany  and  entered 
the  employment  of  Seneca  Mabbett  as  a  clerk  in 
his  store.  In  1S36  he  established  himself  in  the 
dry  goods  trade  at  the  corner  of  South  INIarket  and 
Hudson  streets,  in  the  old  IMuseum  Building, 
whence  he  crossed  to  the  opposite  side  of  South 
Market  street.  He  had  at  this  time  taken  a  part- 
ner, his  firm  being  known  as  ^Moseley  &.  \'an  Gaas- 
beck.  This  partnership  existed  but  a  short  lime, 
when  the  firm  of  ?*Ioseley  ct  Van  Gaasbeck  was  suc- 
ceeded by  that  of  Smith,  Gary  it  Moseley,  which 
was  formed  in  1S39  and  was  not  dissolved  until 
186  I,  during  most  of  which  time  its  business  was 
carried  on  in  North  Market  street.  Upon  his  re- 
tirement from  the  dry  goods  trade  in  April,  1S61, 
Mr.  Moseley  went  to  Canada,  and  was  there  lor  a 
short  time  in  the  stove  trade. 

Returning  to  Albany,  he  engaged  in  the  carpet 
trade,  in  1866,  at  No.  3+  Green  sLrcet.  Seven 
years  later  he  removed  to  South  Pearl  street,  and 
thence,  in  1879,  to  No.  53  State  street.  In  1882, 
his  son,  I'Vank  E.  Moseley,  became  his  partner, 
since  when  the  business  has  been  owned  and  con- 
ducted by  B.  F.  Moseley  Co.  The  business  (;f 
this  house  is  located  in  a  handsome  five-story 
n\arble  building,  furnished  with  all  modern  con- 
veniences that  good  taste  and  enterprise  can  sug- 
gest, including  a  duplex  water  elevator  connecting 
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all  the  floors  and  rendering  all  of  them  almost 
equally  accessible.  The  line  of  goods  displayed 
here  embraces  all  the  leading  novelties  in  carpet- 
ings:  seasonable  designs  in  velvet  and  Brussels, 
choice  ingrains,  drugget  and  felt  crumb  cloths:  oil- 
cloths; China,  cocoa,  and  Napier  mattings;  imported 
mats  and  rugs;  linoleum,  window  shades,  curtains, 
and  similar  goods.  The  firm  carry  an  extensive  stock 
received  direct  from  the  manufacturers,  and  show 
an  ample  assortment  of  all  the  standard  designs 
and  new  shades  and  colors,  their  trade  extending 
throughout  the  greater  portion  of  the  Slate.  The 
Messrs.  Moseley  are  worthy  representives  of  that 
active,  enterprising  class  of  business  men  who  have 
attracted  the  trade  of  a  wide  range  of  country  to 
Albany  as  a  desirable  purchasing  center,  and  who 
by  their  honorable  dealings,  progressive  ideas,  the 
reliable  character  of  the  goods  they  handle,  and  the 
many  inducements  they  offer  to  the  purchasing 
public,  have  so  firmly  established  the  commercial 
importance  of  Albany  and  given  it  a  rank  among 
the  leading  mercantile  cities  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Moseley  is  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term  a  self-made 
man.  His  standing  in  the  community  is  very  high. 
A  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  is  yet  no 
politician.  Early  in  life  he  was  prominently  iden- 
tified with  and  for  some  years  librarian  of  the 
North  Dutch  Church,  but  for  many  years  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  P^ourth  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  was  married  in  1837  to  Miss  Orelia  B.  Barstow, 
of  Hadley,  Mass.,  and  has  three  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

GROCERIES  AND  PROVISION.^. 

Christian  Miller  was  for  many  years  a  prominent 
grocer  in  Albanv.  He  came  from  German v  in 
1767,  and  settled  in  Albany  in  1789,  and  in  1792 
opened  a  grocery  store,  which  he  continued  until 
1825,  when  he  retired  from  business.  For  manv 
of  the  late  years  of  his  life  he  discharged,  with 
marked  ability,  several  offices  both  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical. He  was  noted  for  his  charities.  A  tablet 
to  his  memory  has  been  placed  in  the  Second  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
He  died  in  1S44. 

James  Caldwell,  in  the  latter  part  of  ihe  last 
century,  was  an  extensive  grocer,  succeeded  b\'  his 
son  William  in  1802. 

The  leading  merchants  in  this  business  during 
tlie  first  quarter  of  the  present  century  were  William 
Cook  &  Co.,  Hudson  street;  A.  Marvin  &  Co., 
South  Market;  George  W.  Stanton  an>l  Batcheider 
&  Sherman,  Slate  street;  Wilson,  Ralhbone  c^: 
Chapin,  Quay  street;  Mancius  &  Le  Breton,  corner 
of  South  IMarket  and  Slate:  and  Daniel  Wilcox, 
South  Market;  Joshua  Puffs,  Pemberton  (.t  Mitchell, 
J.  &  R.  F.  Slack,  Granville  Slack,  N.  C.  Scoviil, 
J.  it  E.  M.  Savles,  located  on  or  near  (^uay  street. 

The  firm  of  Tracy,  Woolverton  &  Wilson  is  the 
oldest  established  house  of  the  kind  now  existing 
in  Albany.  In  1831,  James  A.  \\'ilson  and  Charles 
B;'(igeley,  the  founder  of  the  present  firm,  slaned 
in  the  grocery  business  at  the  corner  of  Quay  and 
Plxchange  streets.     Here  the  store  was  located  till 
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1 86 1.  In  1833  INIr.  Badgelcy  died,  and  Peter 
Monteath  became  a  partner,  under  tlie  firm  name 
of  Wilson  &  Monteath.  In  1S45  Josej)!!  D.  Bage- 
ley  was  admitted  as  a  partner.  In  1850  INIr.  Wil- 
son retired.  In  1S64  George  Monteatii  was  admit- 
ted as  a  partner,  under  the  lirm  name  of  Monteath, 
Bageley  &  Co.,  remaining  without  change  until 
1865,  when,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  ^Monteath  and 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Josejth  D.  Bageley,  the  firm 
dissolved.  Since  then,  until  1 873,  it  was  conducted 
by  Mrs.  Monteath  &  Son  (Edward  W. ),  when  Eg- 
bert W.  Tracy  became  a  partner.  In  1S76  Edward 
Monteath  died  and  Peter  .■\Ionteath  in  1S79.  '^  ^e 
business  was  then  managed  by  Mr.  Tracy  until  the 
firm  of  'Pracv,  Woolverton  &  Wilson  was  formed 
in  1880.  Mr.  Woolverton  subsequently  retired. 
The  firm  is  now  composed  of  Egbert  W.  Tracy 
and  Robert  P.  Wilson.  They  conduct  a  whole- 
sale trade  e.xtending  over  several  States.  Their 
store  is  located  54  and  56  Hamilton  street. 

The  antique  building  on  the  corner  of  Columbia 
and  North  Pearl  streets,  which  was  built  in  17 10, 
was  occupied  by  a  Mr.  McPherson  as  a  grocery 
prior  to  181 8,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Pemberton 
Brothers — -Eben,  Henry  S.  and  John — and  shoitly 
after  opened  by  them  as  a  grocery  store.  Tlie 
business  established  by  these  brothers,  then  mere 
boys,  was  continued  until  1830,  when  only  Eben 
and  John  were  interested  in  it.  In  1859  Eben 
died,  from  which  time  it  was  conducted  by  John 
Pemberton,  who  died  in  1885,  and  at  the  lime  of 
his  death  was  the  oldest  merchant  in  Albany  in 
active  business. 

In  1820,  Jacob  Mancius  kept  an  East  India  store 
at  No.  61  State  street,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  Journal  building.  He  imported  wines,  liquors 
and  groceries.  He  continued  it  until  183S,  when 
he  sold  out  to  P^dward  R.  Satterley.  In  1843  he 
associated  with  him  his  son  Edward,  under  the  firm 
name  of  E.  R.  and  E.  Satterley.  The  house  was 
continued  until  1S40,  when  Frederick  Vine  be- 
came proprietor  and  remained  at  the  old  stand 
until  1856,  when  he  removed  to  Nos.  7  and  9  North 
Pearl  street,  where  he  remained  until  1862,  He 
then  sold  out  to  Joseph  J.  Price  and  H.  L. 
Weatherhead.  These  gentlemen  remained  together 
until  18^16,  when  Mr.  Price  took  his  present  ftore. 
No.  75  State  street.  jMr.  Weatherhead  opened  a 
store  at  corner  of  North  Pearl  and  Maiden  lane. 
He  died  several  years  ago. 

Edmund  J.  Lord  is  one  of  the  oldest  grocers  in 
Albany,  having  started  in  the  store,  corner  of  Wash- 
ington avenue  and  Hawk  street,  he  now  controls. 
As  a  clerk  for  Moses  Wood,  in  1836,  and  since 
1 84 1,  with  various  partners,  he  has  been  continu- 
ously in  the  business. 

In  181 1,  William  ]McBride  opened  a  grocery 
store  just  east  of  the  old  I'"ly  Market,  which  stood 
on  South  Market  street.  He  remained  there  until 
1832,  when  he  removed  to  Schoharie.  Returning 
in  1835,  he  opened  a  store  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  Washington  avenue  and  Knox  street  in  connec- 
tion widi  his  sons,  William  and  John.  In  1S38 
they  removed  to  the  opposite  corner,  where  they 
remained  until  1853,  when  the  founder  of  the  old 


house,  William  McBride,  died.    The  firm  was  then 
I  continued  for  some  years  under  the  name  of  John 
i  iS:  William  McBride!      In  1856  Thomas  &  ilcnry 
,  McBride  Brothers  opened  a  store  on  the  corner  of 
South  Pearl  and  Hudson  avenue.      Four  years 
afterwards  they  removed  to  corner  of  Plain  and 
I  South  Pearl  streets,  where  they  remained  for  eight 
years,  and,  after  a  short  time  on  Beaver  street,  re- 
moved to   the  northwest  corner  of  Grand  and 
Hamilton  streets.    Thomas  died  several  years  ago, 
Henry  in  i  S85. 

William  J.  .Maher  has  carried  on  a  grocery  tnisi- 
ness  at  7^-  Lumber  District  since  1862.  He  was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  is  a  prominent  citizen,  having 
been  Member  of  Assembly  in  1876-77,  and  Receiver 
of  City  Taxes  under  ^Mayors  Nolan  and  Banks. 

From  1836  to  1872  William  B.  Scott  (a  biography 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere)  successfully  conducted 
a  grocery  store  in  this  city, 
j  Another  prominent  grocery  firm  is  that  of  Daniel 
Wiedman  and  John  T.  Kelly,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Wiedman  &  Kelly,  the  former  of  whom  has 
been  in  the  business  since  1842,  a  successful  mer- 
chant and  worthy  citizen.  A  history  of  his  busi- 
ness and  career  appear  in  connection  with  his  bio- 
graphical sketch.  i\Ir.  Kelly  is  an  equally  respected 
merchant.    This  store  is  located  443  Broadway. 

The  following  prominent  firms  are  also  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  grocery  trade:  George  A.  Birch 
&  Co.,  George  Boardman  &.  Brothers,  Burton  it 
Vine,  Garrett  &  Beck,  Mather  Brothers,  L.  A. 
Rogers,  H.  H.  Slingerland  &  Son,  Samuel  Steven- 
son, John  E.  Walker,  Wilson,  Lansing  &  Co. ,  and 
Albert  Wing,  Sons  Co.  The  latter  firm  is  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  reliable  wholesale  houses 
in  Albany.  It  has  been  established  many  years,  and 
successiully  conducted  by  men  of  good  business 
judgment  and  unblemished  business  reputations. 
'  Their  trade  extends  over  a  wide  territory.  The  in- 
dividual members  of  the  firm  are  Albert  Wing, 
James  G.  Wing,  Eugene  R.  Harlt  and  Albert  J. 
Wing. 

I      The  retail  grocery  stores  of  Albany  are  numerous. 
I  In  1885  there  were  over  seven  hundred  of  these 
stores.    A  few  of  the  most  extensive  are  the  fol- 
j  lowing:  George  W.  Kaynsford,  Lancaster,  corner 
,  of  Green;  James  Judge's  Sons  (Thomas  J.  and 
P'rancis  P.)  16  Van  Woert,  who  also  deal  in  coal; 
Edward  Doherty,  155  Clinton  avenue:  C.  J.  She- 
han,  38  Clinton  avenue;  Peter  Snyder,  349  South 
Pearl;  John  Carey,  M_\Ttle  avenue,  corner  Philip; 
I  James  Wise,  87  Orange  street;  George  W.  Beck 
j  and  .S.  P2.  Garrett,  under  the  firm  name  of  Garrett 
t't  Beck,  conduct  a  wholesale  fruit  and  fancy  grocery 
store  on  Broadway,  corner  Hudson  avenue. 

HENRV  D.  FRASER 

j  was  born  in  New  York,  January  17,  1837,  and  died 

!  in  Albany  June  14,  1878,  aged  but  little  more  than 

'  forty-one  years    He  was  a  son  of  .Mfred  S.  Eraser, 

i  antl  was  for  many  years,  and  until  his  death,  C'">n- 

'  nected  otTiC'ally  with  the  Seventh  Ward  National 

;  Bank,  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  street  and  Burling  Slip, 

:  New  York. 
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Mr.  Fraser  became  a  leading  business  man  of 
Albany,  and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  L.  jM.  Palmer  &  Co.,  wholesale  provision 
merchants.  On  account  of  ill-health,  he  retired 
from  this  firm,  and  from  all  active  business,  several 
yeans  before  his  death.  His  widow,  a  daughter  of 
Hon.  A.  Lanson  Cook,  of  Troy,  and  two  children 
survive  liim.  He  ranked  high  in  commercial  cir- 
cles, and  in  private  life  was  known  as  a  pure  and 
noble  man,  whose  character  commanded  the  love 
and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  associated.  Quiet 
and  unassuming,  he  took  no  part  in  political  affairs, 
preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  care  to  his  busi- 
ness and  his  home.  He  was  connected  with  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Albany. 

ROBERT  HARPER 

was  born  near  Holywood,  County  Down,  Ireland, 
March  12,  181 2.  His  father  was  a  Protestant 
Irishman  of  pronounced  views,  and  his  mother, 
formerly  Jane  Bond,  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and 
a  staunch  Scotch  Presbyterian.  Partly  on  account 
of  unpleasant  religious  dissensions  in  Ireland,  and 
partly  with  the  hopes  of  bettering  their  fortunes  in 
the  New  World,  they  came  to  America  and  located 
on  the  island  opposite  the  lower  part  of  the  City  of 
Albany.  At  that  time  Robert  Harper  was  a  mere 
lad,  but  he  had  obtained  a  rudimentary  education 
at  Belfast,  in  his  native  land,  and  was  possessed  of 
remarkable  pluck  and  enterprise  and  business  ca- 
pacity for  one  so  young.  His  father  engaged  in 
market  gardening,  and  Robert  became  an  apt  and 
diligent  student  in  that  branch  of  agriculture.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  we  find  him  market-gardening  on 
his  own  account,  working  leased  land,  employing 
skillful  help,  and  driving  his  own  bargains  in  the 
Albany  market.  This  may  be  regarded  as  a  re- 
markable instance  of  precocious  business  enter- 
prise. The  boy  was  successful,  and  when  he  grew 
up  he  was  successful  as  a  man  in  the  same  business 
for  many  years,  amassing  considerable  money, 
which  later  he  invested  in  real  estate  in  Albany 
and  elsewhere  so  advantageously  as  to  accumulate 
a  fine  fortune. 

'  Mr.  Harper  from  early  manhood  took  a  deep 
interest  in  all  questions  aftccting  Government — 
Municipal,  State  and  Federal.  His  convictions 
upon  questions  of  political  policy  and  economy 
were  such  as  to  impel  him  to  ally  himself  with  the 
Democratic  party.  The  sterling  integrity  and  un- 
flinching honesty,  the  genial  disposition,  the  innate  1 
friendliness,  the  admirable  character  which  had  as- 
sured him  financial  success  and  won  him  hosts  of 
'  friends  in  business  circles,  brought  him  the  confi- 
dence and  personal  allegiance  of  his  fellow-Demo- 
crats, and  made  him  against  his  will  a  local  leader 
in  his  party;  and  he  possessed  in  a  marked  degree 
the  confidence  and  admiration  of  large  numbers  of 
men  of  opposing  political  affiliations,  and  was,  in  a 
broad  and  sympathetic  sense,  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular men  personally  in  the  city  and  county.  He 
did  not  care  for  self-aggrandizement,  and  he  per- 
sistently declined,  rather  than  sought,  ofiicial  pre- 
ferment.    But  party  strength  was  so  unfavorably 


^balanced  in  Albany  and  vicinity,  that  no  Democrat 
who  was  not  extremely  popular  with  the  masses  of 
all  parties  could  at  times  hope  for  election  to  any 
city  or  county  olfice.  At  such  times  Mr.  Harper 
was  besought  to  stand  as  a  candidate,  and  from 
time  to  time  \\t  reluctantly  consented,  and  no  more 
unequivocal  evidence  of  his  availability  as  a  candi- 
date could  be  adduced,  than  the  fact  that  he  was 
never  defeated  at  the  polls,  and  his  name  on  die 
ticket  became  a  watchword  of  victory.  For  many 
years  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County 
Committee  of  Albany  County,  and  he  was  regarded 
as  a  safe,  shrewd,  and  effective  political  organizer. 
Indeed  his  reputation  as  such  was  more  than  local, 
and  his  fame  as  a  manager  of  campaigns  extended 
not  only  to  New  York  and  throughout  the  State, 
but  to  distant  portions  of  the  Union,  and  his  coun- 
sel and  executive  ability  were  sought  from  abroad. 
At  one  time,  Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia, 
then  a  Gubernatorial  candidate,  sent  for  Mr.  Harper 
to  plan  his  campaign  and  organize  his  aggressive 
forces.  Mr.  Harper  responded,  and  not  only  or- 
ganized Governor  Wise's  campaign,  but  gave  such 
valuable  counsel  as  to  its  prosecution  that  it  was  a 
brilliant  success,  upon  which  he  was  at'terwards 
complimented.  ]\Ir.  Harper  served  his  county  as 
County  Clerk  and  his  Assembly  District  as  its 
Representative  in  the  State  Assembly.  Plis  admin- 
istration of  public  affairs  was  marked  with  all  of 
the  vigor,  integrity,  and  promptness  which  charac- 
terized him  in  business  life.  It  is  said  that  all  men 
have  what  are  popularly  called  hobbies.  That 
of  Mr.  Harper  was  one  which  did  him  great  honor. 
It  was  the  cause  of  public  education.  The  public 
schools  of  Albany  and  the  State  at  large  had  no 
firmer,  more  hopeful  or  more  generous  friend  than 
I  he.  He  was  an  unstinting  benefactor  and  an  un- 
tiring helper  of  the  schools  of  Albany,  and  for 
some  years  he  filled  the  office  of  School  Commis- 
sioner, and  as  such  was  enabled  to  do  even  more 
for  the  advancement  of  public  instruction  than  he 
had  been  permitted  to  do  simply  in  his  capacity  of 
private  citizen. 

Mr.  Harper  was  not  a  member  of  any  religious 
body,  yet  he  gave  liberally  toward  the  establish- 
ment or  support  of  many  churches  of  various  de- 
nominations, without  stopping  to  ask  whether  they 
were  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Episcojjalian,  Prot- 
estant or  Catholic.  Essentially  benevolent  and 
he'pful  in  his  instincts,  he  gave  to  churches  as  he 
gave  to  other  benevolent  objects,  without  prejudice 
or  fiivor.  It  was  in  private,  in  the  byways,  rather 
than  in  the  broad  highways  of  charit}-,  that  his 
beneficence  found  its  widest,  its  favorite  field.  He 
was  one  who  saw  merit  in  the  struggling  poor  and 
delighted  to  help  them  to  attain  a  higher  plane  of 
existence;  he  delighted  to  extend  a  helping  hand 
to  honest  working  men  who  were  trying  hard  to 
help  themselves  against  adverse  circumstances,  and 
in  the  very  face  of  frowning  fortune.  He  was  one 
who  knew  not  a  hard  or  cruel  thought,  and  who 
instinctively  shrunk  from  giving  pain  to  the  most 
humble  of  liis  fellow-men.  No  better  exemplifica- 
tion of  this  humane  trait  could  be  given  than  tlie 
mere  statement  of  the  fact  that,  though  often  b<-- 
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sought  to  be  a  candidate  for  tlic  Shrievaltv  of  Albanv 
County,  he  in\ariably  refused,  on  account  of  the 
possibility  that,  sliould  he  be  elected,  he  might  be 
called  upon  to  inllict  the  death  penalty  upon  some 
poor  wretch  who  had  forfeited  his  own  life  to  the 
law  by  taking  that  of  a  fellow-being. 

It  was  not  until  he  was  thirty-six  years  old  that 
Mr.  Harper  was  married  to  i\Iiss  Sarah  E.  Capson, 
who  bore  him  six  children,  named  as  follows  in  the 
order  of  their  birth:  JohnC. ,  George,  Mary,  Frank, 
Ira,  and  Sarah  ].  Of  these,  John  C. ,  George,  ?*Iary, 
and  Frank  are  dead.  Ira,  the  only  surviving  son, 
read  law  with  his  uncle,  Flon.  John  W.  ]^IcNamara, 
graduated  IVom  the  Albany  Law  School,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for 
the  past  three  years.  Mrs.  Harper  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1S63,  and  in  April,  1S66,  Mr.  Harper  mar- 
ried the  widow  of  L.  D.  Flolslein,  once  an  eminent 
criminal  lawyer  of  Albany,  who  was  formerly  IMiss 
S.  M.  Ramsey,  daughter  of  Rev.  F.  Ramsey,  of 
Schoharie  County,  and  who  survives  him. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Harper  occurred  in  1870.  It 
was  accompanied  by  pecidiar  and  distressing  cir- 
cumstances and  surrounded  by  a  mystery  that  for  a 
time  gave  it  a  sensational  notoriety.  On  the  2 2d 
of  fanuary  Mr.  Harper  disappeared.  He  was  seen 
that  day  in  his  accustomed  health  and  spirits,  and 
he  was  seen  no  more.  He  ha,d  passed  from  the 
haunts  of  men,  leaving  no  trace  of  his  going,  its 
manner,  or  its  exact  time.  He  was  such  a  man 
that  it  was  often  said  of  him  "he  had  not  an  enemy 
in  the  world;"  yet  those  who  knew  him  best  be- 
lieved that  he  had  enemies,  bitter,  implacable,  and 
vindictive.  Various  contlicung  theories  as  to  his 
disappearance  were  advanced.  Those  of  death  by 
accident,  suicide,  and  murder  were  discussed  in 
turn.  His  friends  scouted  the  idea  of  suicide.  An 
accidental  death  that  would  leave  no  evidence  be- 
hind seemed  improbable.  They  favored — some  of 
them  still  favor — the  theory  of  murder.  Large  re- 
wards were  offered  for  knowledge  of  his  where- 
abouts if  alive,  or  the  recover}'  of  his  body  if  dead, 
Hon.  John  T.  Floffman,  then  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  offering  §600  on  his  own  per- 
sonal responsibility.  Private  citizens,  the  police, 
and  skillful  detectives,  all  sought  diligently  to  un- 
ravel the  mystery  of  Robert  Harper's  disappearance. 
It  was  months  before  it  was  known  positively 
whether  he  lived  or  was  dead.  On  the  i8th  of 
April  following  his  disappearance,  his  body  was 
found  floating  in  the  Hudson,  at  Coeymans. 
Beyond  the  knowledge  that  he  is  dead,  the  mystery 
of  his  death  is  yet  unexplained. 

Mr.  Harper's  widow  and  his  remaining  son  and 
'  daughter  live  on  his  homestead  farm  on  Madison 
avenue,  where  he  passed  the  last  years  of  his  life, 
and  in  which  he  took  the  greatest  pride,  loving  it 
as  only  such  men  as  he  love  the  places  whereon 
are  erected  their  domestic  altars. 

HORACE  D.  HAWKINS 

was  born  in  Pittsford,  Vt.,  June  22,  1S12,  a  son 
of  John  and  Per^5is  (Hitchcock)  Hawkins.  He 
received  such  education  as  was  available  to  him  in 


I  the  common  schools  of  liis  native  town,  and  while 
I  yet  comparatively  young,  became  a  resident  of  the 
!  Slate  of  New  York.    In  1S39       engaged  in  the 
I  grocery  trade  in  Albany,  opening  a  retail  store, 
i  His  business  was  so  successful  that  it  was  not  many 
I  years  before  he  was  largely  engaged  in  the  whole- 
i  sale  grocery  trade.     Later  he  turned  his  attention 
!  to  the  commission  business,  and  began  to  deal 
j  heavily  in  pork,  opening  a  packing-house,  which 
I  was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  of  importance 
i  in  Albany.    This  business  grew  to  be  a  very  exten- 
sive one,  and  ]Mr.  Hawkins  became  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  same  line  of  trade  in  Chicago,  where 
for  some  years  he  passed  considerable  time,  and 
operated  with  remarkable  success.     Retiring  from 
commerce,  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
banking  and  insurance  interests  in  Albany,  and 
was  associated  with  the  direction  of  the  Albany 
City  Bank,  the  First  National  Bank  of  Albany,  and 
the  Commerce   Insurance   Company.     He  was 
i  known  as  a  careful,  intelligent  man  of  affairs,  of 
I  strict  integrity,  unbounded  enterprise,  and  zealous 
application;    a  wise   counselor,   whose  opinions 
were  usually  sought  and  respected,   and  whose 
uncompromising  honesty  made  him  powerful,  ex- 
cept among  those  who  sought  to  attain  means  by 
other  than  the  direct  course  plainly  discernible 
when  questions  of  right  and  wrong  were  involved. 
He  was  ever  one  of  the  few  to  advise  the  adoption 
of  the  right  at  any  cost  to  the  individuals  or  cor- 
porations  interested.      Though  not  active  as  a 
politician,  he  was  deeply  interested  in  all  questions 
I  alTecting  the  public  weal.     He  was  an  adherent  to 
I  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  as  they  were 
j  enunciated  in  his  day,  and  contended  earnestly, 
I  though  quietly,  for  those  principles  which  early 
!  marked  that  organization  as  the  party  of  great 
moral  ideas.     But  he  was  of  too  retiring  a  nature 
j  to  mingle  in  the  tumult  of  political  strife.  Though 
!  often  solicited  to  stand  as  a  candidate  for  positions 
I  of  public  trust  and  responsibility,  he  steadfastly 
refused  the  honor  intended.     Fle  was  long  an  at- 
tendant with  his  family  at  Rev.   Dr.  Sprague's 
church,  until  the  close  of  that  distinguished  clergy- 
man's labors  in  Albany;  and  later  was  an  attend- 
;  ant  at  the  State  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  June  12,  1S7S.  He 
was  married,  in  1841,  to  I\Iiss  Lodimma  Davis,  of 
Pleasant  Valley,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y. ,  who  sur- 
vives him,  together  with  one  daughter  and  three 
;  sons. 

i  LANSLNG  MERCHANT, 

t 

;  Vice-President  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  of 
i  Albany,  and  one  of  the  best-known  business  men 
j  in  the  city,  was  born  in  Greenwich,  Washinirton 
j  County,  N'.  V.,  April  16,  1804,  a  son  of  Eliakim 
and  Charity  (Birge)  Merchant.      His  father  was 
born  in  1771,  and  acquired  the  trade  of  a  mill- 
wright while  yet  a  young  man.     He  built  many 
mills,  and  was  engaged  upon  other  similar  work 
over  quite  an  extensive  area.     Removing  Irom 
I  Nine  Partners,  Dutchess  County,  to  Greenwich, 
I  Washington  Count},  he  there  married  and  made 
I  his  home. 
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Lansing  ^Merchant  atlended  tlie  common  schools 
in  vogue  in  his  neighborhood  nt  the  time,  until  he 
was  ten  years  old,  wiiii  much  regularity.  From 
that  time  on,  until  he  was  fifteen,  he  attended  only 
in  the  winter.  In  April,  1S22,  he  came  to  Albany 
and  !)ccame  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  S.  &  R. 
Merchant,  on  Washington  avenue,  and  remained 
in  that  capacity  until  1S26,  when,  in  partnership 
with  Seth  Crapo,  who  had  previously  accjuired  an 
interest  in  the  business,  he  succeeded  his  former 
empliners.  From  182S  to  1S33  he  was  a  clerk  in 
the  store  of  Levi  Phdlips,  on  Broadway.  In  the 
year  last  mentioned  the  firm  of  L.  &  W.  ?ilerchant 
was  formed,  Lansing  Merchant  and  his  bi other 
Walter  being  the  partners,  and  opened  a  grocery 
and  provision  store  on  Division  street  near  the 
Dock.  Nine  years  later  the  business  was  removed 
to  the  corner  store,  contiguous  to  the  Dock,  \\here 
it  was  continued  successfully  until  1S71,  when  the 
brothers  Merchant  retired  from  business. 

Mr.  Merchant  possesses  in  a  large  degree  those 
sterling  qualities  which  mark  the  successful  and 
respected  business  man.  He  early  won  a  reputa- 
tion for  probtiy  which  brought  him  the  confidence 
of  all  classes  The  enterprise  with  which  he  was 
so  long  identified  took  high  rank  among  the  mer- 
cantile establishments  of  Albany,  and  Mr.  ]\Ier- 
chant  became  identified  with  the  leading  interests 
of  the  city.  In  1865  he  became  a  Director  in  the 
National  Albany  Exchange  Bank  (now  the  National 
Kxchange  l^ank  of  Albany),  and  for  some  years 
past  has  been  its  Vice-President:  and  he  is  also  a 
Trustee  of  the  Exchange  Savings  Bank,  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  trustworthy  institutions  of  its 
kind  in  the  city.  He  has  been  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Albany 
since  its  organization. 

In  January,  1835,  Mr.  Aferchant  married  Miss 
S.  M.  Ives,  daughter  of  the  late  Ambrose  Ives,  of 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  Politically  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, having  graduated  naturally  into  that 
party  from  the  ranks  of  the  old  Whig  organization. 
In  theology  he  is  an  adherent  to  the  Unitarian 
f^iith,  and  has  been  a  regular  attendant  upon  such 
services  of  that  denomination  as  have  been  from 
time  to  time  held  in  Albany,  and  no  one  deplores 
more  than  he,  the  fact  that  there  are  no  stated  meet- 
ings of  Unitarians  in  the  city. 

JAMES  H.  OSBORN. 

James  H.  Osborn,  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Coburn)  Osborn,  was  born  in  Albany, 
June  17,  18 1  7.  His  parents  had  come  to  Albany 
,lrum  New  Haven,  and  his  father  was  a  merchant 
ill  the  city,  with  a  store  on  Broadway,  from  1808 
to  1S20,  when  he  removed  to  Oiean,  N.  V.,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in  which  he 
continued  until  his  death  in  1822.  After  settling 
his  estate  the  family  returned  to  Albany,  where  the 
•■ubjcct  of  this  notice  has  since  lived.  'Mr.  Osborn 
^vn.s  educated  in  j)rivate  schools,  sjjending  the  last 
»\*o  years  of  his  school  life  at  the  old  Lancasterian 
•x-hool  on  Eagle  street,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
fiiedical  collesfe. 


At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  the  store  of 
C.  J^ender,  at  the  concr  of  Pearl  and  Madison 
avenues,  as  a  clerk.  He  was  bright  and  active, 
and  took  naturally  to  mercantile  life,  and  his  ad- 
vancement was  so  rapid  that,  in  1S37,  with  tlie 
aid  of  Mr.  Bender,  who  had  become  his  firm 
friend,  he  began  business  for  himself,  opening  a 
general  store  on  a  street  corner  opposite  to  that 
where  he  had  begun  with  !Mr.  Bender.  Previous 
to  this,  Mr.  Bender  had  moved  further  up  the 
street,  and  young  Osborn  had  been  for  some  time 
in  charge  of  his  store,  thus  familiarizing  himself 
with  the  management  as  well  as  the  details  of  mer- 
cantile operations.  He  was  industrious,  honor- 
able and  careful,  as  well  as  pushing  and  energetic, 
and  he  prospered,  continuing  in  trade  in  Albany 
almost  uninterruptedly  until  1880,  when  he  re- 
tired. During  some  _\ears  of  this  period  he  had 
as  a  partner  Mr.  James  R.  Hadley.  After  his 
removal  from  his  original  location,  he  was  located 
until  1 868  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Westerlo 
streets,  where  he  bought  property,  in  1S60,  and 
built  a  store,  disjjosing  of  which,  he  located  at  No. 
8  State  street,  and  there  remained  until  his  retire- 
ment. Mr.  Osborn  was  in  trade  in  Albany  during 
a  period  which  brought  many  changes  with  its  pass- 
ing years.  The  old  general  stores,  something  like 
the  country  stores  of  the  present  day,  gave  place 
to  stores  which  were  distinctively  dry  goods 
or  grocery  stores.  He  became  well  and  widely 
known  in  the  grocery  trade,  and,  abandoning  that 
in  1 868,  he  embarked  in  the  produce  trade,  in 
which  he  continued  until  1S80,  since  which  time 
he  has  lived  in  retirement  from  active  business, 
but  has  made  some  profitable  investments  in  real 
es;ate  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

In  1842  Mr.  Osborn  was  married  to  ]Miss  Chris- 
tina Van  Rensselaer,  of  Albany,  who  lived  about 
forty  years  thereafter,  bearing  him  three  daughters, 
of  whom  two  are  living,  Mrs.  William  N.  S.  San- 
ders, of  Albany,  and  r\Irs.  Dr.  Charles  Devendorf, 
of  Detroit,  Mich.  In  October,  1S83,  he  was 
again  married  to  ^Irs.  Eliza  Bailev,  of  Albanv. 
Mr.  Osborn  has  long  been  a  communicant  of  St. 
Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  vestry  since  1S38.  A  few  years  ago  he  was 
chosen  warden  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Bender,  the  friend  of  his  early 
days.  Formerly  a  ^^'hig,  Mr.  Osborn  has  been  a 
Republican  from  the  inception  of  that  party,  but 
while  he  has  carefidly  watched  the  progress  of 
events  and  felt  a  deep  interest  in  our  national  wel- 
fare, his  tastes  have  not  inclined  him  to  take  part 
in  political  life,  and  he  has  never  accepted  any 
public  office. 

^         WILLI  A      B.  SCOIT. 

This  gentleman  is  a  well-known  resident  and 
real  estate  dealer  in  Albany.  He  was  born  in 
Albany,  April  19,  1S12,  a  son  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Beatty)  Scott.  He  had  few  educational  or 
other  worldly  advantages,  and  was  obliged  to  un- 
dertake the  battle  of  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age. 
He  was  employed  a-;  a  clerk  and  otherwise  until 
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1836,  when  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  on 
Canal  street.  In  1844  he  bought  a  grocery  store 
at  the  corner  of  Swan  and  Second  streets,  where  he 
continued  business  until  his  retirement  in  1872. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  begun  to  deal  in  real  es- 
tate, and  since  then  has  invested  largely  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  notably  on  Arbor  hill  and  at 
West  Albany. 

In  1S38,  iNIr.  Scott  married  INIrs.  Catharine  L. 
Chapman,  daughter  of  Samuel  Harbeck,  of  Albany. 
She  died  in  1876,  leaving  a  daughter,  now  an  in- 
mate of  her  fath  ;r's  home.  Formerly  a  Whig,  Mr. 
Scott  became  a  Republican  upon  the  rise  of  the 
latter  party.  He  h.is  interested  himself  in  local  as 
well  as  State  and  national  affairs,  and  has  four 
times  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Albany  County,  and  represented  the  lu^^hth 
(now  the  Twelfth)  Ward  of  Albany  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  several  times.  He  is  a  self-made  man, 
and  is  in  excellent  standing  both  as  a  business  man 
and  a  citizen.     He  resides  at  No.  7  Hall  place. 

JAMES  A.  WILSON. 

Of  several  former  jirominent  business  men  of 
Albany  who  have  pascd  away  during  the  past  twenty  1 
years,  none  are  better  remembered  than  James 
Alexander  Wilson,  whose  name  has  been  perpetu- 
ated in  that  of  one  of  the  streets  of  the  city,  named 
in  his  honor.  He  w-as  a  son  of  Joseph  Annan  and 
Maria  (P'onda)  Wilson,  and  was  born  in  Albany, 
December  8,  1S07.     He  chose  a  business  career 


WILSON. 

and  became  prominent  in  connection  w  ith  various 
imporiant  interests  of  Albany  and  vicinity.  He 
was  long  known  as  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Wilson  &  Badgley  Mater  Wilson  &  Monieith) 
wholesale  grocers,  and  at  different  dmes  he  held, 
among  other  important  trusts,  those  of  Director  of 
the  Bank  of  Albany,  of  the  Albany  [Mutual  Insur- 
ance Company,  and  of  the  Albany  Plank  Road 
Company,  and  was  the  first  President  of  the  Albany 
and  Rutland  Railroad  Company,  and  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Home  Lawn  Associa- 
tion. He  was  a  man  of  great  enterprise  and  un- 
impeachable integrity,  a  true  friend  and  a  good 
citizen.  His  death  occured  June  5,  1872.  One 
of  his  daughters  is  Mrs.  Daniel  S.  Lathrop,  another 
Mrs.  Clinton  Ten  Evck,  both  well  known  in 
Albrny. 

DANIEL  WEIDMAN. 

This  prominent  citizen  of  Albany  was  born  in 
Berne,  Albany  County,  N.  Y. ,  November  21,  1815. 
Jacob  Weidman,  his  great-grandfather,  came  from 
Switzerland,  arriving  in  this  country  with  a  party 
of  German  emigrants  who  settled  in  the  Schoharie 
Valley.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  farmers 
in  the  County  of  Albany.  He  fallowed  the  stream 
called  Fox  Creek,  which  empties  into  Schoh.irie 
Creek  near  the  old  stone  church  in  Schoharie 
Valley,  and  located  at  a  fall  or  rapids  which  ho 
named  Berne,  after  his  native  city  in  Switzerland. 
He  built  the  first  house  in  Berne,  and  also  a  saw- 
mill near  the  rapids,  and  subsequently  erected  a 
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Ili-urin?;:  mill.  The  place  was  long  known  as 
Wcidman's  Mills.  Here  he  took  up  tracts  of  land, 
some  of  which  were  held  under  a  lease  from 
.Stephen  Van  Rennselaer,  and  others  under  the  title 
i)f  a  settler.  Mr.  \^'eidman's  mother  was  a  Schell, 
wiiose  father  came  from  Germany  at  an  early  date 
and  settled  in  this  vicinity.  He  was  among  the 
jiatriots  of  those  early  days  who  resorted  to  the  old 
stone  fort,  now  stone  church,  during  the  Indian 
raids  of  the  Revolution.  Daniel  Weidman's  early 
vears  were  passed  near  the  village  of  Berne,  where 
lie  attended  the  public  schools  until  ten  years  of 
age,  when  his  father,  Felix  Weidman,  died  at  the 
age  of  forty,  leaving  a  widow  and  seven  children, 
'l  lie  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  fourth,  and  being 
llie  eldest  son,  was  called  on  to  work  in  order  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  a  well-stocked  farm  under 
a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Determined  not  to  let 
the  farm  suffer,  he  worked  with  a  will,  energy,  and 
judgment  that  surprised  his  neighbors.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen — his  mother  having  again  married, 
and  his  sisters  being  also  married — the  farm  was 
let  and  he  was  released  from  the  responsibility 
he  had  so  well  sustained  up  to  that  time.  He 
then  started  out  on  his  own  account,  and  obtained 
a  clerkship  in  a  county  store  at  a  place  called  West 
I5erne,  about  four  miles  distant  from  his  native  vil- 
lage, where  he  remained  about  a  year,  and  then, 
removing  to  Albany,  obtained  a  situation  in  a 
general  store  kept  by  Peter  \'an  Wormer,  located 
in  Pine  street,  which  in  those  days  was  an  impor- 
tant business  thoroughfare.  Here  he  remained 
two  years,  and  was  next  employed  in  the  carpet 
and  dry  goods  store  of  T.  \V.  Ford  &  Son,  in  the 
Museum  Building,  corner  of  Broadway  and  State 
street,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  Wish- 
ing to  improve  his  education,  he  went  back  to  the 
country  and  attended  Knoxville  Academy  for  six 
months,  and  then  entered  the  Gallupville  Academy 
in  the  town  of  Schoharie.  The  principal  of  this 
latter  school  was  a  celebrated  Scotch  professor, 
named  William  McLaren,  and  is  especially  remem- 
bered by  Mr.  Weidman  as  a  good  and  able  pre- 
ce[)tor  and  a  most  e.xcellent  man.  Leaving  school, 
Mr.  Weidman  went  to  New  York  City  and  ob- 
tained a  situation  in  a  dry  goods  store  in  Grand 
street,  where  he  remained  nine  months.  In  the 
meantime  an  uncle  of  his  wrote  and  urged  him  to 
return  to  Gallupville  and  join  him  in  business 
there,  which  he  did,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  the 
ensuing  six  years,  when,  selling  his  interest  to  his 
uncle,  he  returned  to  Albany,  and,  with  the  mod- 
erate amount  of  capital  which  he  had  accumulated, 
went  into  the  general  grocery  and  provision  busi- 
,ness  in  a  new  store  at  No.  6  Hudson  street,  now 
Hud-on  avenue.  He  occupied  this  store  for  two 
years,  and  about  1845  removed  to  No.  10  State 
street,  the  principal  locality  for  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  those  days.  There  he  remained  until  1862, 
when  he  removed  to  Broadway,  in  a  large  store 
running  from  Broadway  to  Dean  street,  which  lie 
<>ccui)ied  as  a  tenant  for  three  years,  and  then  pur- 
chased the  property,  which  he  still  occupies,  con- 
ducting a  wholes-lie  grocery  and  tea  Inisiness,  and 
supplying  a  large  portion  of  the  retail  trade  in  this 


portion  of  the  State.  In  1839  Mr.  Weidman  mar- 
ried Elmina  E.  Walden,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living.  !Miss 
Walden  was  descended  from  the  De  Waldens,  who 
originally  came  from  France  to  England,  and  fig- 
ured conspicuously  in  early  English  history.  Her 
family  came  from  England  and  first  settled  in  this 
country  at  Mystic,  Conn.  Mr.  Weidman's  second 
and  present  wife  was  the  widow  of  Wdliam  A.  Gil- 
bert, of  Adams,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  her 
maiden  name  was  Scott.  His  son,  George  Domin- 
ick  Weidman,  was  born  June  29,  1842,  and  en- 
tered the  Union  Army  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
with  his  father's  consent,  in  response  to  the  first 
call  of  President  Lincoln  for  75,000  men.  He 
served  three  years  and  seven  months  in  the  South- 
ern campaigns.  F'ntering  the  army  as  Orderly- 
Sergeant,  he  returned  as  Brevet-^NIajorof  Volunteers, 
with  an  honorable  discharge  on  account  of  phys- 
ical disability,  having  served  through  the  struggles 
incident  to  the  capture  of  Port  Hudson  and  the 
various  battles  of  the  lower  Mississippi,  and  the 
Louisiana  campaigns  under  General  Banks  and 
Butler.  Later  he  connected  himself  with  the 
N.  Y.  S.  N.  G. ,  and  became  Captain  of  Company 
F,  loth  Regiment,  and  subsequently  Colonel  of 
the  Grant  Battalion  of  Albany,  which  gave  General 
Grant  a  notable  reception  in  January,  1881.  Upon 
his  return  from  the  war  he  was  admitted  to  a 
partnership  in  his  father's  business,  in  which  he 
took  an  active  part  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
[March  17,  1883.  He  was  deeply  regretted  by  peo- 
ple of  all  classes,  and  the  general  feeling  of  the 
citizens  of  Albany  is  thus  expressed  in  a  memorial 
adopted  by  one  of  the  military  organizations  of 
which  he  was  a  member: 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Albany  Burgesses  Corps, 
held  at  their  armory  on  INIonday,  March  19,  1S83, 
the  Commandant  having  announced  the  death  of 
George  D.  \\'eidman,  the  following  memorial  was 
presented  and  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote  : 

"Comrades!  Again  the  muftled  drums  arc 
beating  and  the  sad  cadences  of  a  soldier's  requiem 
summon  us  to  take  the  last  farewell  of  a  comrade, 
vanished  forever  from  our  midst.  Frequent  and 
severe  as  the  conscriptions  for  the  ranks  of  death 
have  of  late  been  from  amongst  us,  none  has 
caused  us  greater  surprise  or  more  profound  sor- 
row than  the  final  leave-taking  of  our  friend,  com- 
panion and  fellow-burgess,  Captain  George  D. 
Weidman. 

"Fate's  final  sentence  met  him  in  the  prime  of 
life,  yet  not  before,  in  all  the  parts  where  duiv 
called  him,  in  peace  and  in  war,  in  business  and 
in  social  life,   his  performances  of  their  various 
charges  had  entitled  him  to  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, and  bound  to  him  and  his  memory  forever 
a  circle  of  warm-hearted  supporters  during  life,  a 
host  of  sympathizing  friends  in  death.    Our  mem- 
ories will  keep  the  inventory  of  his  many  virtues, 
I  and,  above  all,  of  his  generous  charities,  which, 
I   'done  by  stealth,  he  blushed  to  find  them  fame.' 
!       "To  those  near  and  dear  ones  upon  wh<3ni  the 
I  blow  falls  heaviest,  we  extent  our  jicart-felt  sym- 
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pathy  in  ihis  hour  of  darkness  to  their  hopes,  and 
we  will  pay  our  last  tril)ute  of  respect,  witii  becom- 
ing rites,  at  the  honored  soldier's  grave. 

"Gai.kn  R.  Hnr, 
"Andrew  Hamilton, 
"Jamks  a.  Schatti  ck, 
"Henry  W.  TRownRiniiK, 
"  James  Kyte, 

"  Cuniniiilec. 

"Attest  : 

"Walter  Dickson, 

' '  Presi</en/. 
"Charles  E.  Wolf, 

' '  Secretary. " 

Mr.  Daniel  Weidman  has  long  been  known  in 
this  section  of  the  State,  not  only  as  a  sound  and 
substantial  business  man  who  has  kept  clear  of 
embarrassment  during  all  the  financial  troubles 
incident  to  the  war  and  its  after-consequences,  but 
also  as  a  firm  and  staunch  supporter  of  the  Union, 
ever  ready  to  give  his  money  and  intluence  in  the 
times  when  friends  were  needed  and  disaster  threat- 
ened. A  self-made  man  in  the  fullest  sense,  he 
appreciates  his  country  and  its  institutions,  and  is 
thoroughly  loyal  and  patriotic  in  all  that  implies 
the  progress  and  glory  of  the  Republic  and  the 
preservation  of  the  Union. 

PRODUCE,  FLOUR,  FEED  AND  SALT. 

The  produce,  flour  and  feed  dealers  to  a  consid- 
erable degree  are  coincident  with  grocery  dealers. 
In  the  earliest  period  of  the  commercial  history  of 
the  city,  every  grocer  was,  in  some  degree,  a  prod- 
uce dealer.  The  leading  produce  merchants  of 
Albany  during  the  forepart  of  this  century  were 
Sylvanus  P.  Jermain,  John  Douw,  William  & 
Clark  Durant,  William  &  John  Xewton,  Willard 
Walker  &  Elisha  Pratt,  all  merchants  of  high 
commercial  standing  in  their  day.  William  Du- 
rant died  in  Albany  in  1845.  one  time  he  was 
Trustee  of  the  Albany  Savings  Bank.  Clark  Du- 
rant died  in  1873.  He  was  prominent  in  financial 
affairs,  and  the  first  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

The  principal  produce  dealers  at  present  in  Al- 
bany are  Henry  T.  Bradt,  22  Hudson  street; 
George  W.  Hawes,  19  Hudson  avenue;  William 
M.  Hussey,  348  and  330  Broadway;  J.  B  Jump,  22 
Hudson  avenue;  Martin  &  Frost,  375  Broadway; 
William  Rattoone  &  Co.,  62  State  street;  Smith  & 
Wood,  399  Broadway;  E.  ;\L  Tinkham,  78  Beaver; 
Franklin  D.  Tower,  Museum  Building;  Water- 
man &  Bennett,  333  Broadway;  Henry  R.  Wright, 
328  Broad wa\'. 

Robert  Geer,  wholesale  dealer  in  salt.  Hour  and 
feed,  on  the  Pier  opposite  State  street,  has  been 
proprietor  of  his  present  business  since  1S63,  hav- 
ing succeeded  to  the  business  established  bv  T.  Y. 
Avery  in  18^10.  He  occupies  six  four  story  build- 
ings on  the  Pier,  Nos.  109,  i  10,  iii,  112,  114 
and  115.  His  trade  is  entirely  wholesale,  handling 
10,000  to  12,000  tons  of  salt  per  annum.  Mr. 
Geer  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Albany, 


and  variously  identified  with  its  civil  ns  well  as  its 
financial  affairs.  Lie  was  President  of  the  lio.irii 
of  Trade  in  1884,  and  is  at  present  President  of  the 
New  York  State  Relief  Association,  New  York 
Masonic  Relief  Association,  Supervisor  Fourteenth 
Ward  1 88 1  to  18S5,  and  Trustee  of  the  Home 
Savings  B.rnk.  In  1S85  he  was  the  Republican 
candidate  for  State  Senator. 

Among  the  Hour  and  grain  merchants  deserving 
of  mention  are  Peter  J.  Flinn,  S60  Broadway,  who 
commenced  business  in  1S58  at  S46  Broadway: 
Ames  t*c  Co.,  317  Broadway;  Barber  &  Bennett, 
316  Broadway;  Bouton  &  Geer;  William  L. 
Clute,  385  Ikoadwa} ;  William  Cumming,  199 
Washington  avenue;  William  J.  Davis,  320  Broad- 
way; Durant  &  Co.,  475  Broadwav;  William  H. 
Falke,  844  and  846  Broadway;  L.  J.  Hopkins, 
I^assett,  corner  Franklin;  Loucks  Beck.  315 
Broadway;  Proseus  &  Rowley,  10  State;  John 
T.  Rielly  it  Bro. ,  264  Lark;  Henry  Russell,  322 
Broadway;  B.  B.  Sanders  &  Co.,  343  Broadway; 
Schifler  it  Co.,  Garden;  Isaac  Stevens,  5  Hudson 

I  avenue;  John  H.  Trowbridge,  14  Hudson  avenue. 
Salt  is  sold  generally  by  grocers;  but  the  mer- 
chants who  make  a  specialty  of  this  product  be- 

i  sides  Robert  Greer,  are  I.  A.  Chapman,  9  and  i  i 
State;  Mather  Bros.,  12  State;  Prosens  &  Rowley, 
10  State;  and  F.  Wooster  &  Co.,  352  Broadway 
and  121  Pier. 

STUART  ^IcKISSICK 

was  born  in  Saco,  ]\Ie. ,  November  27,  1807.  In 
18 16,  while  he  was  yet  a  mere  lad,  his  parents 
emigrated  to  Onondaga  County,  then  almost  a 
wilderness.  Here  he  remained  until  past  twenlv- 
five  years  of  age,  when  he  engaged  in  running  a 
boat  for  a  Detroit  transportation  line,  and  was  so 
employed  about  three  years,  during  which  he 
gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business.  In 
1837  he  came  to  Troy  in  the  employ  of  the  same 
line,  and,  after  a  year's  experience  in  that  city,  re- 
moved to  Albany,  and  established  a  transportation 
and  produce  commission  business,  which  was  suc- 
cessfully conducted  by  him  till  1S61,  when  he  re- 
linquished it  to  become  a  partner  with  Mr.  E.  P. 

I  Durant  in  the  flour  trade.  During  a  portion  of  the 
period  of  his  engagement  in  the  transportation 
business  and  produce  trade,  Mr.  Abram  Kirk  was 
his  partner.  The  firm  of  Durant  it  McKissick  was 
dissolved  in  1865,  and,  after  a  retirement  of  iwn 
years,  Mr.  McKissick  resumed  the  produce  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  continued  until  1873,  when  the 
failure  of  his  health  hastened  his  permanent  retire- 

j  ment.    He  died  August  29,  1882,  leaving  a  wite, 

I  three  daughters  and  a  son. 

!  In  all  his  life  Mr.  McKis-ick  accepted  but  one 
I  political  position,  and  in  that  instance  the  oflice 
[  sought  the  man  and  not  the  man  the  office.  Bv 
,  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
'  New  York,  April  7,  1S66,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
I  Create  a  Board  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  Citv  of 
[  Albany;  to  Establish  Free  Schools  therein:  and 
I  Amendatory  of  the  Several  .\cts  Relating  to  the 
I   District  Schools  of  that  City,  "  he  was  appointed  a 
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member  of  that  Board,  and  while  identified  there- 
with, lie  zealously  advocated  the  building  of  the 
present  High  School,  believing  such  an  institution 
was  a  necessity.  During  his  long  business  career 
he  several  times  held  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  it  is  in- 
dicative of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  all 
classes  of  business  men,  that  whenever  he  would 
allow  himself  to  stand  as  a  candidate  before  the 
Board,  he  was  invariably  elected,  no  matter  by 
what  faction  he  was  put  forward.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  held  on  Thursday  morning, 
.\ugust  31,  1882,  the  following  report  was  adopted. 
It  is  quoted  both  as  recounting  some  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  connection  with  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  as  showing  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  former  associates. 

"The  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
heard  with  sorrow  of  the  death  of  Stuart  McKissick, 
one  of  its  oldest  members.  The  name  of  Mr.  iNIc- 
Kissick  appears  as  an  active  member  of  the  Board 
in  the  year  1849.  He  was  elected  President  in 
1863,  and  was  a  Delegate  to  one  of  the  conven- 
tions of  the  National  Board  of  Trade. 

"Mr.  McKissick  was  a  member  of  the  Canal 
Convention  of  1868,  and  frequently  served  on  the 
important  committees  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  In 
recognition  of  these  important  services,  and  of  his 
standing  as  a  citizen  and  merchant,  we  do  herewith 
give  expression  to  our  sorrow  and  pay  just  tribute 
to  his  memory. 

"In  this  event,  which  sooner  or  later  comes  to 
all,  we  recognize  that  inscrutable  Providence  whose 
power  and  right  it  is  to  do  with  us  as  seemeth  to 
Him  good,  and  that  His  works  are  true  and  right- 
eous altogether. 

"In  the  long  and  honorable  career  of  our  asso- 
ciate and  friend,  standing  in  prominence  as  a 
merchant,  his  dealings  have  been  marked  by  sin- 
gular probity,  his  counsel  always  wise,  his  judg- 
ment broad  and  enlightened. 

"As  a  private  citizen  and  in  the  social  walks  of 
life,  he  has  ever  commanded  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all,  and  throughout  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
neighbors  he  was  most  beloved  by  those  who  knew 
him  best. 

"  We  extend  to  his  bereaved  family  our  deep  s}  m- 
pathy  in  their  affliction,  and  commend  them  to  the 
care  of  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board  and  a  copy 
be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

"A.  EvERTSEN,  ) 

"E.  A.  DcRANT,  [-  C'lrnm ii/ee." 
"W.  L.\CY,"  ) 

Mr.  McKissick  was  at  one  time  a  Director  of 
the  National  Albany  Exchange  Bank,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  a  Trustee  of  the  Albany 
E.xchange  Savings  Bank.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  last  mentioned  institution,  soon 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  iNIcKissick,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed: 

"The  death  of  Stuart  McKissick,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  29th  of  August  last,  removes  a  wor- 
thy and  valued  member  of  our  Board. 
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"  Mr.  McKissick  had  spent  the  larger  part  of 
his  life  in  Albany,  where  he  had  established  a 
character  for  probity  and  upright  dealing  as  a  mer- 
chant, and  for  genial  and  generous  kindliness  as  a 
man.  He  was  a  man  of  careful  and  deliberate 
judgment,  and  his  conclusions  were  usually  sound. 
He  was,  therefore,  a  reliable  and  safe  adviser.  In 
all  his  intercourse  with  his  fellows  he  exhibited  the 
courtesy  and  gentleness  of  a  friendly  and  Christian 
spirit.  We  mourn  his  loss  as  that  of  a  faithful  and 
honorable  associate,  whose  memory  will  be  held 
by  us  in  cherished  esteem. 

"Resolved,  That  as  members  of  this  Board  of 
Trustees  we  sincerely  sympathize  with  the  widow 
and  bereaved  family  of  our  deceased  brother;  and 
pray  that  the  same  fatherly  hand  which  has  inllicted 
the  blow  may  also  afford  the  needed  consolation.'' 

Mr.  McKissick  was  connected  with  the  First  and 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Albany,  and  at 
his  death  was  an  Elder  of  the  tirst  mentioned 
church,  which  he  had  attended  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  me- 
morial of  Mr.  McKissick  entered  upon  the  minutes 
of  the  session  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

"  The  surviving  members  of  session  come  to- 
gether at  their  stated  meeting  with  hearts  bereaved 
and  minds  solemnized  by  the  death,  since  our  last 
meeting,  of  our  beloved  brother.  Elder  Stuart  Mc- 
Kissick. 

"Recent  deprivation  from  active  participation 
in  the  duties  of  his  office  had  in  no  degree  abated 
his  love  for  the  iMaster's  kingdom  and  the  church 
with  which  he  was  connected.  Commending  bv 
his  life  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  gifted  with  the  spirit 
of  wisdom  and  conciliation,  his  counsels  were  ever 
for  promoting  the  peace  of  Jerusalem. 

"  In  common  with  the  church  and  the  commu-' 
nity  we  shall  miss  the  influence  of  his  steadfast 
Christian  character,  and  while  we  cherish  his  pre- 
cious memory  and  example,  we  are  assured  that  he 
was  ready  to  depart  to  be  with  Christ. 

"To  that  word  of  grace  which  was  the  guide  of 
his  life  and  the  solace  of  his  hours  of  physical  pain, 
we  commend  the  sorrowing  ones  of  his  immediate 
household  as  we  mourn  with  them  the  absence  of 
our  venerated  friend. 

"Thos.  p.  Crook, 
"Ch.vs.  B,  Nichols, 
"Walter  D.  Nicholas, 

Jlodcraior." 


Comniitke. 


FRANKLIN  DWTGHT  TOWER 

is  one  of  the  young  merchants  of  Albanv  who  in  a 
few  years  has  risen  by  his  own  tact,  enterjirise  and 
energy  from  the  position  of  modest  clerk.'^hip  to 
one  of  wealth,  respectability  and  influence.  Ho 
was  born  in  West  Springrield,  Mass.,  jul\-  28, 
1S4S.  His  parents  were  Levi  and  Julia  (Wheeler) 
Tower,  in  whose  cjuiet  farm-house,  with  one 
brother,  he  spent  his  earlier  years  in  attending  the 
Massachusetts  public  schools  and  in  assisting  his 
father. 

But  he  early  showed  a  taste  for  mercantile  pur- 
suits, and  was  disposed  to  accept  some  position  as 
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salesman.  An  opportunity  occurred  in  1S64,  in 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  When  si.xtcen  years  of  age  he 
was  employed  as  salesman  in  the  large  furniture 
warehouse  of  Lyons  &  Thompson,  in  that  beauti- 
ful town.  Two  years  later  tliis  fum  had  gone  into 
bankruptcy,  and  younf;  Tower  was  appointed  Re- 
ceiver by  the  District  Judge.  The  trust  was  dis- 
charged with  such  intelligence  and  fidelity  as  to 
commend  him  to  the  approbation  of  all  concerned, 
and  to  furnisii  him  a  splendid  introduction,  through 
Judge  Barker,  to  the  merchants  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Tower  came  to  this  city  in  1866,  and  en- 
gaged with  a  {)rominent  commercial  house  as  sales- 
man in  the  flour  and  grain  trade.  In  the  third 
year  he  was  receiving  a  salary  three  times  the 
amount  paid  him  the  first  year,  so  valuable  were 
his  services. 

In  1869,  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  ]\Iills 
&  Tower,  319  Broadway,  in  the  commission  grain 
trade.  He  was  at  once  recognized  by  merchants 
as  one  of  the  most  active  and  well-informed  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Board  of  Trade,  of  which  organi- 
zation he  was  the  junior  member.  Since  that  date, 
he  has  continued  to  occupy  a  leading  rank  among 
the  men  doing  business  on  Broadway.  He  has 
been  one  term  Vice-President  and  twice  Treasurer 
of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

P'or  about  ten  years  past  his  office  has  been  in 
the  Museum  Building,  corner  of  State  street  and 
Broadway.  His  business  enterprises  are  conducted 
in  three  different  departments  and  at  three  diff'erent 
locations  in  the  city: 

1.  Located  as  above,  he  not  only  takes  orders  in 
his  e.xtensive  business,  but  is  connected  by  pri- 
vate telegraph  even  with  the  New  York  and  Chicago 
stock  and  grain  markets,  and  constantly  receives 
reports  of  the  state  of  the  market  from  these  places. 

2.  At  the  corner  of  South  Broadway  and  Plumb 
street,  he  has  a  large  mill  for  the  manufacture  of 
feed  and  plaster,  which  is  doing  a  business  second 
to  few  in  the  country.  In  this  business  he  has 
been  engaged  for  five  years  past.  His  plaster  is 
made  from  genuine  Nova  Scotia  gypsum  or  sul- 
phate of  lime,  and  is  in  great  demand  in  agriculture 
and  the  arts. 

3.  At  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Pleasant 
street  he  has  an  e.xtensive  flour  and  feed  store. 

In  1878,  he  carried  on  the  milling  business  in  the 
old  stone  mill  near  the  Manor  House,  North  Broad- 
way. This  mill  was  erected  by  one  of  the  Patroons 
over  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  was  well  known 
throughout  the  country  as  the  Patroon's  Mill.  It 
was  burned  in  18S0,  soon  after  which  disaster  Mr. 
Tower  commenced  the  business  referred  to  above 
in  feed  and  plaster. 

His  business  has  been  constantly  increasing,  and 
he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  an  extensive  list  of  cus- 
tomers. This  confidence  is  the  result  of  close 
attention  to  business,  a  courteous  and  obliging 
manner,  and  strict  integrity  in  his  dealings.  His 
rivalry  is  manly,  his  system  is  atlmirable.  His  ac- 
tivity, enterprise  and  energy,  united  wiili  prudence 
and  perseverance,  assui-c  continued  success. 

October  28,  1S68,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Catherine  Becker  Blessing,  a  lady  be- 


(  longing  to  the  best  Holland  stock,  who  makes  his 
I   home,  at  490  Madison  avenue,  one  of  taste  and 
refinement.     Five  daughters  are  the  fruit  of  this 
I   hajjpy  marriage. 

HAT  AND  FUR  DEALERS. 

John  S.  Robbins  is  probably  now  the  oldest  hat 
dealer  in  Albany,  having  been  continuously  m  the 
j  business  since  1843,  when  he  entered  into  partner- 
I  ship  with  Francis  Briselt  as  successors  of  Van  Aimes 
&  Chase,  on  the  corner  of  South  Market  street  and 
I  Trotter's  alley.     In  the  following  May,  Mr.  Briselt 
1   retired,  when  Mr.   Robbins  removed  to  No.  12 
j   Soudi  Market  (now  415  Broadway),  and  two  years 
;   later  to  the  store  now  occupied  by  the  Times  Com- 
j   pany.    Two  years  later  he  removed  to  the  store  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street;  now  No.  400  Broad- 
;   way.    After  the  great  fire  of  1S48,  Mr.  Robbins 
!  sold  his  lease  to  Herrick     Osborne,  and  then  took 
possession  of  the  store  No.  73  South  Pearl  street, 
!   where  he  remained  a  number  of  years.     He  after- 
wards occupied  the  store  on  the  southeast  coi'ner 
,  of  Hudson  avenue,  and  remained  there  until  i8'^2, 
:  and  then  moved  to  54  State  street.    At  the  same 
time  he  ran  an  additional  store  at  No.  66  State 
;  street.     In  1870  he  opened  a  branch  store  at  No. 
I   53  South  Pearl,  and  the  same  year  admitted  his 
I  son,  John,  as  a  partner,  who  remained  in  the  store 
;   for  eight  years,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Robbins 
\  has  conducted  his  business  alone.     In  1871  the 
i  stores  on  State  street  were  given  up,  and  his  entire 
I  attendon  was  given  to  running  the  store  on  South 
I  Pearl  street.     In  1876  he  removed  to  the  south- 
;   west  corner  of  Green  and  State  streets.     He  is  at 

present  located  at  No.  66  State  street 
I  In  1822,  Samuel  S.  Fowler  was  engaged  in  the 
!  hat  business  in  Albany,  and  in  1S35  Winne  c^t  Wil- 
'  son  carried  on  a  similar  business, 
j  The  early  hat  and  fur  dealers  have  been  named 
!  in  another  place  in  this  book.  The  trade  is  now 
I  well  represented  by  the  well-known  houses  of 
-  Daniel  Boughton,  William  E.  Walsh  &  Sons,  Cot- 
;  trell  &  Leonard,  Treadwell  &  Co.,  T.  W.  Cantwell, 
1  W.  R.  Schermerhorn,  George  E.  Latham  and  C. 
F.  Beebe. 

i  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

j 

The  firm  of  Cluett  &  Sons,  dealers  in  organs, 
pianos,  and  all  kinds  of  musical  merchandise,  was 
established  in  Albany  in  1865,  as  a  branch  of  the 
Troy  house  of  that  name.    This  store,  formerly  on 

;  North  Pearl  street,  is  located  at  49  State  street,  and 
is  25  by  130  feet  in  dimensions.    Twenty-five  hands 

;  are  employed.  Their  trade  extends  over  the  greater 
portion  of  the  State,  being  conducted  by  sub-agents. 
A  large  stock  of  goods  are  kept,  embracing  a  greii 
\'ariety  of  organs,  pianos,  and  other  musical  instru- 
ments from  the  best  manufacturers.  F.  W.  Thomas 
has  been  manager  of  this  house  for  the  last  five 
}:ears,  prior  to  which,  with  his  brother,  he  con- 

;   ducted  a  similar  business  in  Catskill.     From  Cats- 

'   kill  he  removed  to  New  York,  and  fin.iily  t'^ 
bany.     His  long  experience  in  this  line  of  business 
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has  made  him  a  proficient  and  reliable  judj,^e  of 
musical  inslrument.s.  The  individual  members  of 
the  firm  of  Cluett  &  Sons  are  Edmund,  William 
and  F.  A.  Cluett,  and  N.  L.  Weatherbv. 

The  firm  of  C.  E.  Wendell  &  Co.  (Henry  Kelly 
and  John  ^klcCammon)  conduct  a  similar  business 
as  the  above  at  89  and  91  North  Pearl  street,  and 
enjoy  a  high  reputation  for  the  excellence  of  their 
wares  and  are  the  recipients  of  a  large  and  growing 
trade.  Haines  &  Co.,  J.  O.  Montignani,  F.  W. 
Tietz,  J.  A.  Reed  and  W.  C.  Gomph  are  also  music 
dealers.  Jason  Collier  has  made  this  his  business 
for  many  years.  J.  H.  Hidley,  who  died  a  few 
years  ago,  was  long  a  well  known  and  extensive 
dealer  in  musical  instruments. 

COAL. 

The  first  coal  yard  in  this  city  was  established  in 
182 1  by  Mr.  Peoples,  who  came  here  from  Lan- 
singburgh.  His  yard  was  located  on  Orange  street, 
near  Montgomery  street,  where  he  conducted  the 
business  for  about  three  years,  with  annual  sales  of 
from  six  to  eight  hundred  tons.  Four  years  subse- 
quent to  Mr.  Peoples'  venture,  Ephraim  De  Witt 
opened  a  yard  on  State  Street  Pier,  remaining 
there  for  about  three  years.  During  this  time  Vix. 
De  Witt  had  in  his  employ,  as  a  cart-driver,  Zebina 
Belknap,  who  afterwards  went  into  the  business, 
and  met  with  marked  success.  Matthew  Gill  was 
the  next  to  engage  in  the  trade,  and  followed  it  for 
some  years  with  profit.  Then  came  the  firm  of 
Groesbeck  &  Belknap,  the  former  cart-driver,  who 
located  in  Columbia  street,  where  George  W. 
Luther  &  Son  now  are.  They  built  up  a  fine  trade, 
and,  as  the  profits  then  were  from  two  to  three 
dollars  per  ton,  made  money.  Mr.  Belknap  finally 
retired  from  the  firm  and  opened  a  yard  in  Broad- 
way, above  Clinton  avenue,  where  he  remained 
until  about  1878.  Soon  after  the  formation  of  the 
last  mentioned  firm.  Ten  Eyck  &  Brinkerhoff 
located  on  Columbia  and  ?*rontgomery  streets,  and 
shortly  after  this,  Crawford  &  Livingston  on  Wes- 
terlo  street  and  Broadway.  The  last  named  firm 
continued  in  business  one  year,  up  to  1840,  when 
John  G.  White  became  the  proprietor.  ls\x.  White 
soon  purchased  the  lot  in  Hudson  avenue,  where 
the  Methodist  Church  subsequently  stood,  and 
Munson's  collar  factory  now  stand's.  After  the 
Methodist  Society  made  the  purchase  of  this  prop- 
erty, Mr.  White  bought  that  situated  at  the  corner 
of  Hudson  avenue  and  Philip  street,  of  Thomas, 
Lowe  &  Potts,  known  as  the  Old  Furnace  property, 
and  again  started  a  coal  yard.  The  Society  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  soon  bought  this,  and  he  then 
located  corner  of  Pludson  avenue  and  Eagle  street, 
and  on  Herkimer  street  and  Broadway,  finally  sell- 
ing to  Putnam  &  Hoyt.  This  firm  afterwards 
made  a  division,  John  Putnam  taking  the  Herkimer 
street  yard  and  George  B.  Hoyt  the  one  in  Hudson 
avenue,  where  he  yet  remains. 

The  growth  of  the  coal  interest  from  that  time 
has  been  steady  and  material.  Fl  W.  Howell, 
dealer  in  coal,  38S  Madison  avenue  and  State 
street  Pier,  began  in  1877.     The  business  there 


was  started  some  years  before  by  John  Artcher, 
who  had  associated  with  him  for  some  lime  his  son, 
Austin  Artcher,  now  an  attorney  of  this  city.  ]Mr. 
Artcher  sold  out  to  James  Taylor,  who  sold  to 
Leonard  &  Youngman,  of  whom  Mr.  Howell 
purchased.  After  this  last  change  the  business  in- 
creased from  two  thousand  two  hundred  tons  in 
1S77  to  twelve  thousand  tons  in  1SS4.  During 
1879,  Mr.  Flowell  also  ran  a  yard  at  the  corner  of 
Church  and  Arch  streets,  which  he  purchased  of 

I  Kelchar  &  Wood.  His  present  State  street  Pier  prop- 
erty was  added  in  1S80.    Upon  this  wharf  he  has 

i  erected  a  yard  with  posts  thirty  feet  high,  with  all  the 
conveniences  necessary  to  a  speedy  and  economical 
transfer  of  coal  from  boat  to  coal-house  or  sheds. 

In  September,  1S85,  the  following  prices  were 
given  upon  bids  for  supplying  coal  for  the  public 

!   buildings,  including  the  Capitol  and  other  State 

I  buildings. 

William  McEwan  was  the  lowest  bidder  and 
obtained  the  contract  for  supplying  3,625  tons  of 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Coal  at  $3.  52:!-  per  ton. 
1  The  bids  were  as  follows:  1".  C.  Rafferty,  Pitt- 
I  ston,  $3.98;  Leonard  &  Youngman,  Delaware  and 
!  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  ^3.535;  Leonard  &  Young- 
man, Lehigh  and  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Co. 
combined,  $3.83!;  Rock  &  Casey,  Delaware  and 
Hudson  Canal  Co.,  $3.63^;  Rock  and  Casey,  Pitt- 
ston,  $3,535-;  Rock  &  Casey,  Lehigh,  S3. 96;  C. 
Stuart,  Delaware  and  Fludson  Canal  Co.,  $3. 76 5; 
C.  I\L  Stuart,  Lehigh,  $4;  C.  ]\L  Stuart,  Coleiance, 
$3.90:  William  r^IcEwan,  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Canal  Co.,  3,52^;  William  iNIcEwan,  Lehigh,  $4.- 
09I;  E.  W.  Howell,  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
Co.,  $3.59;  E.W.  Flowell,  Pittston,  $3.61;  and  E. 
W.  Howell,  Lehigh,  -S'4.43. 

The  principal  coal  and  wood  dealers  in  Albany 
at  present  are:  Blackburn  &  Jones  (John  Black- 
burn and  John  J.  Jones),  who  have  two  yards,  one 
at  the  corner  of  Ontario  street  and  Livingston 
avenue,  and  the  other  on  Livingston  avenue,  corner 
of  Water  street;  John  FL  Lynch,  55  and  57  Rens- 
selaer street:  Leonard  iN:  Youngman  (|acob  Leon- 
ard, Y.  H.  Youngman  and  Oscar  Leonard),  Church, 
corner  of  Madison  avenue,  and  Canal,  corner 
Lark  street;  Thomas  .Mattimore  &  Son  (Peter  F. ), 
84 1  Broadway;  Neil  &  Harris  (John  Neil  and 
Jeremiah  Harris,  Jr.),  6ro  Clinton  avenue;  Barton 
Bretton,  61  and  63  Schuyler  street;  Gibbons  & 
Burhaus  (G.  W.  Gibbons  and  George  ^L  Bur- 
haus),  591  to  597  Central  avenue,  and  foot  of 
Westerlo  street;  William  Casey,  Dallius,  corner 
Cherry;  Coonley  &  Waldron  (H.  W.  Coonley 
and  J.  G.  Waldron),  Broadwav.  corner  Fourth 
avenue,  and  46  Schuyler  street;  T.  C.  RatTerty  i.'v: 
Co.  (James  H.  Carrol),  831  Broadway,  and  coal 
pockets  foot  of  De  \\'itt  street. 

ZEBINA  BELKNAP 

j  was  born  in  RandoI[)h,  Orange  County.  \'er- 
mont.  November  6,  1803,  a  son  of  Moses  lieiknai). 
and  Margaret  Richardson,  his  svife.  He  lived  the 
life  of  a  farmer,  boy  and  man,  until  he  was  twenty- 

I   three  years  old,  gaining  his  education  in  the  dis- 
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trict  schools  and  a  neighboring  academy,  in  which 
he  was  for  a  short  lime  a  student,  and  teaching 
near  home  several  winters.  In  1826  he  came  to 
Albany.  Finding  employment,  he  remained  about 
six  months,  and  in  the  fall  following  his  arrival 
went  by  canal  to  Western  New  York.  During  the 
ensuing  winter  he  taught  a  district  school  at  flagle 
Harbor,  a  small  village  on  the  Erie  Canal,  near 
Albion,  Orleans  County.  Upon  die  reopening  of 
the  canal,  in  the  spring  of  1827,  he  engaged  to  run 
a  boat  carrying  dressed  staves  from  Albion  to 
Albany.  Two  trips  destroyed  any  desire  he  might 
have  entertained  for  a  boatman's  life,  and  durmg 
the  six  months  following  he  was  employed  at 
Gowey's  brewery,  on  North  Broadway,  Albany, 
which  he  left  to  take  charge  of  Walter  R.  ]\Iorris' 
coal  yard  on  the  Pier.  A  year  afterward  jNIr. 
Morris,  wishing  to  lessen  the  expenses  of  his  bus- 
iness, replaced  Mr.  Belknap  with  a  cheaper  and 
less  efficient  man,  and  the  former  went  to  New 
York  and  was  there  employed  six  months  in  Corn- 
ing &  Walker's  hardware  store.  Returning  to 
Albany  he  was  similarly  employed  for  a  time  in  the 
old-time  hardware  establishment  of  Pruyn.  Wilson 
&  Vosburgh,  until  his  services  were  again  se- 
cured at  advanced  wages  by  Mr.  Morris,  who 
placed  him  once  more  in  charge  of  his  coal  yard, 
where  he  remained  as  his  assistant  until  1S33, 


when  he  became  a  partner,  and  upon  the  death 
of  that  gentleman  he  became  sole  proprietor  of 
the  business.  At  different  periods  he  had  as  part- 
ners Colonel  John  Groesbeck  and  Duncan  Mc- 
Kercher.  In  1S55  he  purchased  the  interest  of 
the  latter  and  presented  it  to  his  son,  Charles  M. 
Belknap,  and  the  business  was  conducted  during 
the  ensuing  nineteen  years  by  Z.  Belknap  &  .Son. 
In  1874  the  health  of  Mr.  Charles  -M.  Belknap  be- 
gan to  decline,  and  he  saw  the  necessity  of  at  once 
giving  up  all  business  cares.  His  father  had  al- 
ready amassed  a  competency,  and  did  not  feel  equal 
to  the  task  of  continuing  the  business  alone.  They 
decided  to  sell  out  their  combined  interests  and 
retire,  which  they  efiected  during  the  year  last 
mentioned.  In  1878  Mr.  C.  M.  Belknap  died. 
Since  his  retirement.  Mr.  Belknap  has  livetl  quieti\- 
in  Ten  Broeck  street.  He  was  married,  in  1S32, 
to  Miss  Fanny  Osgood,  who  was  born  in  his  native 
town  of  Randolph,  Vt.,  who  bore  him  a  son  and 
a  daughter,  and  died  in  1879.  Belknap  was 

formerly  a  Whig,  and  during  the  past  twenty-five 
years  has  been  a  Rejiublican.  He  has  served  the 
city  as  Alderman,  representing  the  old  Sixth  \\'ard, 
and  the  State  as  Weiglimaster  of  the  Canal,  at 
Albany,  but  has  avoided  political  life  and  refused 
to  become  a  candidate  for  other  ofiiccs.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church. 
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CROCKERY,  CHINA  AND  GLASSWARE. 

During  tlie  early  part  of  this  century,  the  firm  of 
Webb  k.  Dummer  was  prominent  in  connection 
with  the  crockery  trade.  They  commenced  busi- 
ness on  State  street,  opposite  Green,  in  1807.  The 
partners  were  George  Dummer  and  John  A.  Webb. 
They  were  followed  in  business  in  1S2S  by  H.  &  C. 
Webb  &  Co.,  composed  of  Henry  L.  and  Charles 
B.  Webb  and  Alfred  Douglass.  This  firm  con- 
tinued until  1841,  when  the  business  was  sold  to 
(Jregory  &  Co.  Mr.  Douglass  afterwards  removed 
to  New  York  and  went  into  the  produce  business, 
and  remained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1881.  Charles  13.  Webb  died  in  1834,  and  H. 
L.  Webb  about  four  years  later.  Gregory  &  Co. 
continued  in  business  here  for  several  years,  when 
they  removed  to  New  York.  Mr.  Gregory  is  still 
a  resident  of  Albany,  one  of  the  oldest  merchants 
of  the  city. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  century  the  following 
firms  were  engaged  in  the  wholesale  crockery  bus- 
iness: E.  C.  &  W.  jNIcIntosh,  South  Market;  David 
E.  Gregory  and  Peter  Bain,  North  Market  street. 
Gregory  &  Bain  commenced  business  in  18 14;  the 
former  was  a  brother-in-law  of  the  Marvins.  E.  C. 
Mcintosh  afterwards  became  President  of  the  [Mo- 
hawk and  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company. 

The  oldest  firm  now  doing  business  in  Albany 
in  the  crockery  business  is  that  of  Van  Heusen, 
Charles  it  Co.,  which  was  formed  by  Theodore  V. 
Van  Heusen  and  D.  D.  T.  Charles  in  1843.  They 
bought  out  the  firm  of  Wardwell  &  Bordwell,  then 
doing  business  at  66  State  street,  in  an  old  build- 
ing on  the  site  of  the  present  store  of  the  I\Iessrs. 
McClure,  druggists.  Van  Heusen  ct  Charles  occu- 
pied one-half  of  the  store  and  J.  &  A.  IMcCIure  the 
other.  In  1844,  Van  Heusen  &  Charles  removed 
to  62  and  64  State  street,  formerly  occupied  by 
Lewis  Benedict  &  Co.,  hardware  merchants.  In 
1856,  Van  Heusen  &  Charles  bought  the  property 
on  Broadway  known  as  the  Mansion  House,  and 
kept  as  a  hotel  for  many  years.  On  this  site  they 
built  the  store  now  occupied  by  them.  It  e.\tends 
through  the  block  from  Broadway  to  James  street, 
and  is  250  feet  deep.  In  1S64,  George  W.  Pierce, 
who  had  been  for  years  in  their  employ,  became  a 
partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Van  Heusen, 
Charles  &  Co.  This  firm  does  a  large  wholesale 
trade,  and  is  well  known  throughout  the  United 
States. 

The  firms  of  McGue  &  O'Brien,  O'Brien  Ma- 
har  and  Daniel  O'Brien  and  James  ]\Iahar,  well 
known  during  the  last,  twenty  years,  have  only  a 
historic  interest,  having  gone  out  of  existence  re- 
cently. The  store  of  W.  H.  D.  Woodruff',  14  North 
Pearl,  takes  their  place  in  large  measure.  The 
stores  of  William  Dornett  and  Simon  Bell, on  South 
Pearl,  and  Bell  &  Ledger,  414  Broadway,  deserve 
mention. 

HARDWARE. 

The  firm  of  Corning  &  Co.  was  founded  prior  to 
1 8 16  by  John  Spencer,  who  commenced  business 
on  South  Market  street  on  the  site  now  occupied  j 


by  the  building  No.  416  Broadway.  In  1S16, 
Erastus  Corning  was  admitted  as  a  partner,  the  firm 
name  being  John  Spencer  &  Co.  ]\Ir.  Spencer  sub- 
sequently withdrew,  when  John  T.  Norton  became 
a  partner.  A  few  years  after,  James  Horner  was 
admiited  in  place  of  Mr.  Norton.  Many  years 
after, a  ]\Ir.  Sparhawk  became  a  partner,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Corning,  Horner  i*!;  Sparhawk.  About 
1844,  Mr.  Sparhawk  died,  and  the  same  year  Gil- 
bert Davidson  became  a  partner.  About  this  time 
Mr.  Corning  erected  the  building  in  present  use 
by  the  firm.  In  1848,  Mr.  Horner  retired,  and 
Erastus  Corning,  Jr. ,  was  admitted.  In  1854,  fohn 
F.  Winslow  was  taken  in  as  partner,  but  withdrew 
in  1862.  Two  years  later  Air.  Davidson  retired. 
Erastus  Corning,  Sr.,  who  had  been  connected 
with  the  firm  for  half  a  century,  withdrew,  when 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Corning  it  Co. ,  being- 
composed  of  Erastus  Corning,  Jr.,  Townsend  Fon- 
dey,  William  li.  Nichols,  James  E.  Walker  and 
Clarence  H,  Corning.  Mr.  Walker  and  Clarence 
H.  Corning  both  died  in  1879.  The  firm  is  now 
composed  of  Erastus  Corning,  William  PI.  Nichols 
and  W.  T.  Fondey. 

The  other  leading  hardware  merchants  in  the 
first  half  of  the  present  century  were  Spencer  Staf- 
ford &  Co.,  Lewis  Benedict  ^t  Co.,  Benedict  & 
Roby,  and  Steele  it  \\'arren,  all  on  South  Market 
street;  Alexander  Davidson,  Van  Alstyne  &  Son, 
N.  B.  Miles,  Humphrey  &  Co.,  Cantine  Tremper, 
Lansing  Pruyn,  and  others. 

In  connection  with  the  hardware  business,  we 
may  call  attention  to  the  biographical  sketches  of 
Noah  Brooks  Mills  and  Isaac  W.  Vosburgh,  which 
furnish  much  valuable  information  of  the  early 
merchants  of  Albany. 

Another  old  house  deserving  of  mention  is  that 
conducted  by  Maurice  E.  Viele,  Nos.  39,  41  and 
43  State  street.  Mr.  Viele  made  his  first  business 
venture  here  in  1845,  when  he  commenced  dealing 
in  hardware,  and  in  that  year,  in  connection  with 
the  late  Alexander  Davidson,  bought  out  the  old- 
established  house  of  Van  Alstyne  it  Son,  doing 
business  corner  of  State  and  Green  streets.  In 
185  I,  the  stock  of  Humphrey  Co.  was  not  only 
added,  but  a  removal  was  also  made  to  the  store  ot 
that  firm. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  his  partner  in  1859, 
Mr.  Viele  associated  with  himself  Messrs.  Coles 
and  Woodruff,  and  for  four  years  the  firm  remained 
unchanged.  In  1865,  these  two  partners  retired, 
and  ever  since  Mr.  Viele  has  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone.  In  1870,  he  purchased  the  stock  of 
Cantine  Tremper;  in  1874,  that  of  Van  Santford 
Anable;  and  in  1S75,  that  of  L.  Pruyn  Son, 
which  greatly  added  to  his  already  extensive  stock. 

The  present  store  is  five  stories  in  hight  and  52 
by  100  feet  in  dimensions.  Intelligent  and  cour- 
teous salesmen  are  employed,  and  everything  is 
done  to  add  to  the  comfort  of  their  customers. 

The  following  constitute  the  principal  hardware 
dealers,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  now  en- 
gaged in  the  trade:   Gilbert  H.  Ackerman,  384 
Broadway:  William  T.  Burgess,  146  South  Pearl 
I  street;  and  M.  Crannell,  20S  Hudson  avenue. 
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ISAAC  W.  VOSBURGH 

was  born  in  Albany,  December  21,  iSoi.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Mary  (McDonaki)  Vos- 
burgh,  his  father  having  been  of  the  old  Dutch 
stock,  and  his  mother  a  Scotchwoman. 

He  was  educated  privately,  and  at  the  age  of 
about  twenty  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk 
in  the  old-time  hardware  store  of  George  Hum- 
phrey, on  State  street.  Here  he  applied  himself 
assiduously  to  business  and  familiarized  himself 
with  the  hardware  trade  as  it  then  existed. 

Some  time  between  1S20  and  1S30,  the  firm  of 
Pruyn,  Wilson  &  Vosburgh  was  formed,  and  con- 
tinued in  existence  for  more  than  thirty  years,  do- 
ing business  at  No.  39  State  street.  Their  house 
became  one  of  the  most  prominent  mercantile 
establishments  in  Albany,  and  the  second  in  the 
city  in  its  line.  The  firm  were  for  many  years  ex- 
tensive importers  of  hardware,  and  their  relations 
with  the  trade  extended  over  a  wide  territory.  The 
introduction  of  domestic  manufactures,  and  of  the 
system  of  selling  throughout  the  country  by  com- 
mercial travelers,  changed  the  character  ot  the  trade, 
which  is  now  carried  on  on  an  entirely  different 
basis  from  that  in  vogue  for  many  years  before  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Vosburgh  is  still  living  and  in  good  health. 
At  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  he  is  one  of  the  few 
men  whose  experiences  connect  the  old  Albany 
with  the  Albany  of  to-day,  and  the  changes  which 
have  been  wrought  in  the  city  during  his  lifetime 
have  been  numerous  and  remarkable.  He  is  in 
full  possession  of  his  mental  fi.\culties,  is  genial  and 
hospitable,  and  retains  that  pleasant  manner  which 
made  hinr  popular  during  his  active  life.  Sur- 
rounded by  his  family,  he  is  passing  in  peace  and 
contentment  the  closing  years  of  a  long  and  well- 
spent  life. 

NOAH  BROOKS  ^HLES 

was  the  third  Noah  Miles  in  his  family  in  the 
line  of  direct  descent.  His  grandfather  was  named 
Noah  Miles,  and  his  wife  was  Hannah  Hosmer. 
Their  son,  Noah  Miles,  was  born  in  Westminster, 
Mass.,  December  22,  1751,  and  died  at  Temple, 
N.  H.,  November  20,  1831,  aged  seventy-nine.  He 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1780,  received 
the  degree  of  A.  M.,  studied  theology,  and  was 
ordained  Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Temple,  October  2,  1782.  It  was  as  pastor  of 
that  church  that  he  died  forty-nine  years  later. 
He  is  remembered  in  literature  by  an  able  eulogy 
on  Washington.     His  wife  was  a  Miss  Pearson. 

Noah  Brooks  Miles  was  born  at  Temple,  N.  H., 
July  24,  1798.  At  the  age  ot  eighteen  he  came  to 
Albany  and  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in 
the  hardware  store  of  Humphrey  Brothers,  on  State 
street.  Faithful  and  honest,  he  ever  considered 
the  interests  of  his  employers,  who  after  a  few  years 
made  him  a  member  of  the  firm.  In  1832  he  be- 
gan business  for  himself  independently,  in  the 
Rensselaer  Hall  block,  on  Hall  street,  above  Pearl. 
About  1851  he  purchased  the  stock  of  D.  Hum- 


phrey it  Lansing,  and  removed  to  their  old  stand  at 
the  corner  of  State  and  James  streets,  on  the  site 
of  the  ^Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank.  There  he 
remained  until,  in  1866,  he  retired  from  business 
on  account  of  failing  health. 

As  a  successful,  trusted  and  respected  merchant, 
Mr.  Miles  won  a  reputation  which  gave  him  a 
standing  amongst  the  most  honored  in  the  cit\-  m 
all  commercial  relations.  His  heart  was  kind,  his 
manners  genial.  He  did  favors  with  an  open- 
handed  generosity  that  made  his  friendly  unselfish- 
ness the  most  conspicuous  trait  of  his  character. 
In  1838,  while  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  he  united 
with  the  Pearl  street  Baptist  Church  (then  located 
on  the  site  of  Perry  Hall),  under  the  pastorate  of 
the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Welch;  and  from  that  time  for- 
ward to  the  day  of  his  sudden  and  unexpected  re- 
moval from  life  (July  18,  1872)  no  one  who  knew 
ever  doubted  his  love  for  God  or  his  fidelity  to  his 
Christian  vows.  He  was  twice  married;  fir^t  in 
1827  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Fletcher,  daughter  of  Captain 
Lyman,  of  Rensselaer  C(,)unty,  and  the  second 
time,  in  1848,  to  INIiss  Mary  Newman,  daughter 
of  the  late  Henry  Newman,  who  during  his  life- 
time was  favorably  and  prominently  known  in  the 
business  and  social  circles  of  Albany.  ^Ir.  ?kliles 
had  an  inherent  and  unconquerable  dislike  for 
politics  and  public  life,  but  he  took  an  intelligent 
interest  in  public  afiairs,  and  numbered  among  his 
friends  many  prominent  men.  It  was  in  unos- 
tentatious, helpful  charity  that  he  most  delighted, 
and  he  found  his  greatest  reward  in  the  concious- 
ness  that  he  had,  unknown  to  any  except  himself 
and  the  objects  of  his  generosity,  helped  many  a 
good,  but  temporarily  unfortunate,  man  to  help 
himself 

i 

PLUMBERS,    TIN    AND  COPPERSMITHS. 
AND  STOVE  DEALERS. 

The  firm  of  Michael  Delehanty  &  Son,  plumbers 
and  sanitary  engineers,  was  established  m  1840. 
The  present  junior  partner  of  the  firm  is  John  S. 
Delehanty.    They  carry  on  a  large  trade  in  plum- 
j   bers'  supplies,  and  are  sole  agent  for  Magee's  ' '  New 
j   Ideal"  parlor-stove,    wrought-iron  furnaces,  and 
j   elevated  ranges.    They  are  located  26,  28,  and  30 
;   Green  street. 

j  Ridg  vay  &  Russ,  121  State  street,  and  Thomas 
I  Dugan,  27  James  street,  have  long  ranked  among 
i   the  best  plumbers  in  the  city. 

Edward  Fitzgerald  &  Sons  (John  and  .Mark), 
pursue  the  business  of  plumbers,  roofers,  and  cop- 
I  persmiths,  at  28  Beaver  street. 
I  William  Guinan,  64  Beaver  street,  carries  on  a 
j  general  coppersmithing,  plumbing,  and  roofing 
I  business. 

I  I'he  firm  of  Carlisle  &  Hill,  composed  of  James 
Carlisle  and  William  Hill,  are  engaged  in  the  coj)- 
per  and  tinsmith  business,  being  principally  em- 
ployed in  making  roofs.  They  are  located  at  ^3'' 
Broadway. 

The  principal  stove  dealers,  aside  from  tho^e 
j  engaged  in  the  manufacture,  are  found  c)n  Green 
t   street,  Washington  avenue,  and  Broadw.iy. 


Il 


i 

I 


! 


1 


1  J  ■ 


10 


■  ^     ■  ri..:         .       :  ■  i',  .  .;,  l,.  ":    Ju^llin  i' 


i 

1 


i 


1  


COMMERCIAL  IXTE RESTS  OF  ALBAXF. 


639 


James  D.  Walsh,  43  Hudson  avenue,  deals  in 
grates  and  heaters. 

COxALMISSION  MERCHANTS  AND  FOR- 
WARDERS. 

The  number  of  merchants  who  receive  grain  and 
other  farm  products  to  sell  on  commission  is 
numerous  in  Albany.  The  following  are  the  most 
prominent:  Durant  Elmore,  505  IJroadway;  Gay 
&  Quimby,  44S  Broadway;  Durant  &  Co.,  473 
and  475  ]koadway;  J.  H.  &  F.  A.  Mead,  374 
Broadway;  Jeremiah  Waterman  &  Sons,  463  Broad- 
way; Barber c'i;  Bennett,W.  L.  Clute;  James  Farrell, 
70  Pier;  Peter  McCabe,  102  Pier:  H.  A.  Dwight, 
W.  M.  Hussev,  B.  B.  Sanders  &  Co.,  W.  Settle, 
M.  H.  Smith,' Tallmadge  &  Co.,  R.  W.  Thacher, 
H.  R.  Wright,  and  Wright  &  Anderson. 

MEAT  DEALERS. 

During  the  preceding  century  most  of  the  retail 
meat  dealers  were  located  in  what  was  known  as 
the  City  Market,  which  stood  in  Market  street, 
nearly  opposite  where  Stanwix  Hall  now  is.  It 
was  a  frame  structure  eighty  teet  long,  and  in  both 
ends  the  hook  and  ladder  companies  kept  their 
apparatus.  The  market  was  ordered  out  of  the 
street  in  1807,  and  by  an  edict  of  the  Common 
Council  three  markets  were  ordered  to  be  erected 
in  its  stead.  One  was  at  the  corner  of  Columbia 
and  Montgomery  street,  known  as  the  North  Mar- 
ket; another  on  Court  street,  opposite  Truax's 
Tavern,  at  what  was  known  as  the  watering  place, 
styled  the  South  Market.  The  third  was  at  the 
corner  of  South  Pearl  and  Lutheran  streets,  after- 
wards designated  as  the  Centre  ^Larket.  For  many 
years  State  street  has  been  the  the  principal  place 
where  farmers,  butchers,  etc.,  have  sold  their  ware. 
In  the  morning  they  form  their  wagons  in  a  line 
on  both  sides  of  the  road  track,  sometimes  forming 
a  continuous  line  from  Eagle  street  to  Green  street. 
From  early  morning  till  noon  this  street  presents 
a  lively  appearance,  crowded  with  buyers  and 
sellers. 

Probably  no  name  is  more  prominent  in  con- 
nection with  Albany  meat  dealers  than  that  of 
Fredenrich,  m.embers  of  which  family  for  nearly 
a  century  were  connected  with  this  business  in 
Albany.  The  original  was  John  C.  Freiedenrich, 
who  accompanied  Burgoyne's  expedition  from 
Canada.  In  1791  he  occupied  a  stall  in  the  old 
city  market.  At  that  time  James  Gibbons,  John 
Cassidy,  Patrick  Cassidy,  and  Johnny  Williams  oc- 
cupied stalls  in  the  same  building,  ."^oon  after  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century,  John  Freden- 
rich, Jr.,  was  taken  into  partnership  by  his  father, 
who  then  supplied  most  of  the  influential  citizens 
with  meat.  In  182 1  Johann  C.  Fredenrich  died, 
when  his  son  succeeded  him,  and  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury afterwards  conducted  a  meat  market.  He 
died  a  sliort  ime  ago,  over  ninety  years  old.  He 
had  two  sons,  John  and  Philip,  who  followed  their 
father's  business.  The  latter  conducts  a  meat  market 
at  No.  83  Green  street. 


Meat  dealers  are  numerous  in  Albany.  There 
are  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  meat 
stalls,  among  which  arc  those  of  Ignatius  Wiley,  at 
61  Beaver  street;  John  Battersby,  John  Feaiherby, 
D.  J.  Haitnell,  W.  J.  Maher,  J.  McQuade,  George 
Wiley  Brother. 

FURNITURE. 

The  large  furniture  warehouse  and  factory  in 
1  North  Pearl  street  of  li  \V.  Woosler  &  Co.,  is  the 
I  outgrowth  of  a  small  concern.  In  February,  1S43, 
i  George  O.  Merrifield  and  B.  W.  Wooster  com- 
menced business  as  dealers  in  mahogany  and  fur- 
niture, and  undertakers.  The  firm  continued  to- 
gether for  eighteen  years,  when,  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Merrifield,  Mr.  Wooster  became  the  sole  pro- 
prietor. Soon  afterwards,  he  sold  out  the  under- 
taking business,  and  confined  himself  exclusively 
to  furniture.  In  1S51  he  built  the  five-story  brick 
structure  on  South  Pearl  street,  which  he  occupied 
for  thirty-five  years.  About  a  year  ago  he  moved 
into  his  present  quarters  on  North  Pearl  street,  a 
building  forty-four  feet  wide  and  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  feet  deep,  extending  through  to  James 
street.  January  i,  1884,  his  sons,  Edwin  li.  and 
B.  W.,  were  admitted  as  partners,  under  the  firm 
name  of  B.  W.  Wooster  &  Co.  Benjamin  W. 
Wooster,  the  head  of  this  establishment,  was  born 
in  Albany  County,  March  24,  1820,  and  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  a  high  order  of  business  ability.  He  is 
now  President  of  the  Albany  County  Bank. 

The  other  furniture  dealers  of  prominence  are 
Thomas  Buckley,  of  29  Washington  Avenue;  Ber- 
nard Gloeckner,  81  and  83  South  Pearl;  Philip 
Hertz,  Jr.,  112  South  Pearl;  John  J.  Hicks,  85 
and  87  I3eaver;  Nelson  Lyon,  4,  5  and  6  Central 
avenue;  E.  Up  DeGrove,  134  Lark;  H.  R.  Watson, 
ly  to  25  North  Pearl. 

JOHN  MEADS 

was  born  in  Polesworth,  Warwickshire,  England, 
June  3,  1777,  and  died  in  Albany  in  1869.  His 
parents  were  Elias  and  Sarah  (Alsop)  Meads.  With 
others  who  were  seeking  a  new  home  and  fairer 
fortunes  under  foreign  skies,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  his  fifteenth  year.     He  learned  the  trade 
of  a  cabinet-maker,  at  which  he  served  a  regular 
apprenticpship  in  New  York,  and  worked  as  a 
I  journeyman  at  the  same  trade  there  until  1802, 
!   when  he  came  to  Albany.     Here  he  soon  opened  a 
I  cabinet-maker's  shop  on  his  own  account.  After 
some  years  had  elapsed,  he  admitted  William  Alvord 
to  a  partnership  in  his  business,  which  was  contin- 
ued until  about   1S47,  when  Islv.  Alvord  died. 
Not  long  afterward,  Mr.  Meads,  who  had  again 
I   become  sole  proprietor,  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
j  John  Meads,  Jr.,  who,  in  1850,  removed  to  New 
1   York.    This  bu'^iness  was  established  on  Broad- 
;  way,  between  Maiden  lane  and  Steuben  street,  and 
:   subscciuently  removed  to  the  building  adioining 
1   that  now  occupied  by  the  American  Express  Com- 
i  pany,  and  which  is  now  owned  by  members  of  Mr. 
I  Mead's  family.  ,  ■ 
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Retiring  from  the  business  in  which  he  had  passed 
the  years  of  his  prime,  Mr.  Meads  interested  him- 
self deeply  in  projects  for  the  development  of  Albany 
and  vicinity,  for  he  had  since  a  very  young  man 
taken  a  great  interest  in  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  several  well-remem- 
bered gentlemen  who  were  associated  in  projecting 
and  constructing  the  Great  Wesiern  Turnpike, 
which  in  its  day  was  designed  as  an  internal  im- 
provement of  no  mean  importance.  P'or  years  he 
had  had  plans  in  his  mind  for  supplying  the  City  of 
.Mbany  with  water,  and  it  was  with  much  interest 
that  he  watched  the  operations  of  the  Albany  Water- 
works Company,  which  was  organized  early  in  the 
present  century,  and  was  the  tirst  corporation  or- 
ganized for  the  purpose  to  which  its  energies  were 
directed.  Mr.  Meads  identified  himself  with  this 
Company,  and  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  of 
its  existence  was  its  President  and  active  iManager, 
his  son,  Orlando  Meads,  during  a  poition  of  this 
period  serving  as  its  Secretary,  and  his  son  James 
as  Clerk.  The  Corporation  ceased  to  exist  in  185  i, 
when  in  the  march  of  modern  progress  it  gave  place 
to  other  means  for  furnishing  a  water  supply  to 
Albany  than  those  it  had  so  long  provided. 

Mr.  ]\Ieads  was  married  in  1S04  to  Miss  Louisa 
Crane,  of  Albany,  who  died  in  1854,  having  borne 
him  several  children,  of  whom  six — three  sons  and 
three  daughters — attained  the  state  of  manhood  and 
womanhood.  These  were,  in  the  order  of  their 
nativity,  Orlando,  Charlotte,  Louisa,  John,  Jr., 
James,  and  Sarah  Ruth.  The  iNIisses  Charlotte 
and  Sarah  Ruth  Meads,  the  onlv  survivors  of  the 


family,  live  in  their  father's  old  home  on  Columbia 
street.  The  Meads'  residence  was  built  in  1829. 
iMr.  Meads  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican. 
An  active,  energetic,  enterprising  man,  of  domestic 
habits,  lie  took  no  part  in  political  affairs,  except 
to  exercise  his  right  of  suffrage  as  seemed  to  him 
right  and  fit.  A  great  reader,  as  well  as  a  wonder- 
ful observer,  he  gained  a  wide  range  of  political 
and  substantial  knowledge,  which  often  excited  the 
envy  of  men  whose  educational  advantages  had 
been  far  superior  to  his.  His  good  taste  in  all 
matters  of  adornment  or  decoration  was  proverbial, 
and  his  skill  was  called  into  requisition  upon  nearly 
all  public  occasions.  Great  preparations  were  made 
in  Albany,  as  well  as  elsewhere  throughout  the 
country,  to  cebrate  the  centennial  of  Washington's 
birthday  in  1832.  That  day  was  long  a  red-letter 
day  in  the  memory  of  many  of  the  older  inhab- 
itanis  of  the  city,  of  a  generation  now  unhappily 
extinct  The  City  Hall  was  to  be  decorated  in 
honor  of  tiie  occasion,  and  Mr.  iMeads  was  chosen 
to  perform  the  task.  He  accepted  the  charge,  and 
the  result  of  his  artistic  efforts  was  so  pleasing  that 
he  was  presented  with  a  silver  water  service,  in- 
scribed as  follows: 

Presented  by  the  Managers  of  the  Washington  Centennial 
Ball  to  Mr.  John  Meads,  in  compliment  to  his  taste  and  clas- 
sic design  for  the  decoration  of  the  City  Hall  on  the  evening 
of  the  22d  inst. 

Albany,  February,  1S32. 

The  Misses  Meads  have  preserved  a  card  of  in- 
vitadon  to  that  ball,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 


CEXTENXIAL  AXXIVERSARY  OF  THE  BIRTH  OF  WASHIXGTOX. 


The  Honor  of  the  Misses  Meads'  Company  is  requested  at  a  BALL,  to  be  given  at  the  CITY  HALL  on 

the  Evening  of  the  22d  inst. 

Aluany,  Feb'y  iith,  1832. 


John  Townsend, 
James  McKeown, 
Isaac  W.  Staats, 
James  Porter, 
Joel  A.  Wing, 
William  Lush, 
Augustus  James, 
George  Dexter, 
Herman  Leonard, 
Wm.  M.  Gregory, 


Managers. 

The  Hon.  Levi  Beardsley,  1 
"  John  McLean,  Jr.,  - 
"  John  Birdsall.  ) 
"  C.  L.  Livingston,  ] 
"  John  A.  King,  I 
"  Francis  Granger,  | 
"  John  McKeon,  \ 
Philip  Maxwell,  | 
"  Aaron  Remer,  | 
"     James  B.  Spencer,  J 


(;)f  the 
Senate. 


Of  the 
Assembly. 


James  Stevenson, 
Silas  Wright,  Jr., 
Peter  Lansing,  Jr., 
John  A.  Livingston, 
Peter  Seton  Henry, 
J.  B.  Van  Schaick, 
VVm.  A.  Wharton, 
A.  H.  Loveil, 
Theodore  Olcott, 
Richard  Yates. 


Of  these  thirty  managers  only  William  M.  Greg- 
ory and  Theodore  Olcott  are  now  living. 

Mr.  Meads  was  a  nearly  life-long  member  of  St. 
Peter's  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  stead- 
fast friend  ,  and  liberal  supporter.  The  cause  of 
education  also  claimed  his  attention,  and  he  gave 
much  thouglit  and  good  counsel  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  schools  of  his  day.  His  charity 
was  spontaneous  and  unquestioned.  His  solicitude 
for  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  city  of 
his  adoption  was  so  marked,  that  he  was  always 
found  among  the  earliest  to  advocate  and  aid  the 
various  public  improvements  of  his  time. 


WATCHES  AND  JEWELRY. 

The  oldest  established  jewelry  store  in  Albany  is 
that  of  William  Wendell  &  Co.  It  was  founded  in 
iSio  by  Shepard  &  Boyd,  in  the  building  that 
then  stood  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Exchange 
and  Market  streets.  It  was  continued  by  this  firm 
until  the  retirement  of  Robert  Shepard,  and  was 
then  conducted  by  William  Boyd  for  two  years, 
when  he  admitted  John  H.  ]\Iulford,  and  moved 
into  a  store  nearly  opposite,  on  Broadway.  In  the 
following  year  they  moved  to  State  street,  where 
Gray's  book  store  now  is.     Here  they  continued 
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until  the  death  of  Vix.  Boyd  in  1840,  after  wiiicli 
Mr.  Mulford  carried  on  tlie  business  for  two  years, 
when  Wdliam  Wendell  was  admitted  as  a  partner, 
under  the  fiini  name  of  Mulford  iS:  Wendell.  This 
partnershij)  continued  for  twelve  years,  when  Mr. 
Mulford  retired,  and  Robert  L.  Mulford,  his  son, 
and  William  P.  Feliman,were  admitted  as  partners, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Mulford,  Wendell  &  Co. 
They  remained  at  480  Broadway  until  1S60,  when 
the  firm  dissolved,  Mr.  Mull'ord  withdrawing,  and 
thereafter,  until  1S64,  when  Mr.  Feltham  died,  the 
affairs  of  the  firm  were  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  Wendell  &  Feltham.  In  1865,  Richard 
H.  Roberts  became  a  partner,  under  the  tirm  name 
of  Wendell  &  Roberts.  In  1S68  they  removed  to 
No.  35  North  Pearl  street.  In  1876  .A[r.  Roberts 
withdrew  from  the  firm,  when  James  H.  Leake 
became  a  partner,  the  firm  name  becoming  Will- 
iam Wendell  &  Co.  This  firm  has  lately  been 
dissolved. 

The  jewelry  store  of  Henry  Rowland,  27  North 
Pearl  street,  was  established  in  1832  by  the  present 
proprietor,  who  keeps  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
assortments  of  diamonds,  watches,  clocks  and  jew- 
elry to  be  found  in  the  city. 

James  ]Mix,  No.  5  Beaver  block,  is  another  old 
established  jeweler  who  enjoys  a  large  patronage, 
and  is  widely  known  for  the  fine  quality  of  his 
goods. 

The  firm  of  Marsh  &  Hoffman,  composed  of 
Benjamin  Marsh  and  Frederick  Hoffman,  at  32 
North  Pearl  street,  are  recognized  dealers  of  essen- 
tially high  standing  in  the  jewelry  business. 

The  other  dealers  deserving  of  mention  are  E. 
Ma.K  Fasoldt,  38  North  Pearl;'Otto  FI.  Fasoldt,  83 
North  Pearl;  P.  D.  Y.  Goewey;  Benjamin  L. 
Hood,  71  South  Pearl;  W.  H.  Williams  &  Son, 
488  Broadway;  R.  P.  Thorn  &  Sons,  5  Green;  all 
of  whom,  by  long  experience  and  honorable  deal- 
ing, have  gained  public  confidence  and  patronage. 

WOOL  DEALERS  AND  LEATHER 
DRESSERS. 

About  120  years  ago,  Charles  Newman  com- 
menced the  business  of  wool-dealing  and  leather- 
dressing  on  Broadway.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Henry  Newman  in  17S5,  who  continued  it  for 
seventy  or  more  years.  Thirty-six  years  ago 
Charles  Newman,  son  of  Henry  Newman,  suc- 
ceeded his  father  at  his  present  store,  457  Broad- 
way, in  connection  with  his  brothers,  John  L.  and 
James.  For  many  years  Charles  Newman  has  con- 
ducted the  business  alone,  which  represents  the 
oldest  firm  in  the  city,  or  perhaps  in  the  United 
States,  that  has  been  engaged  in  the  same  business, 
on  the  same  street  and  in  the  same  city.  It  is  said 
this  house  never  had  a  note  go  to  protect. 

John  Wilson  started  the  wood  and  leather  busi- 
ness on  State  street.  A  few  years  afterwards  he 
moved  to  No.  53  Dean  street.  In  1839,  his  son, 
James,  became  a  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of 
John  Wilson  A:  Son,  which  continued  until  1847, 
when  the  elder  Wilson  died.  The  business  was 
conducted  by  his  son  until  a  few  years  ago.  In 


1853,  he  built  the  large  warehouse  No.  54  Dean 
street. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  centurv,  Menry 
Guest,  Jr.,  was  engaged  in  the  leather  business 
on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Lydius  streets.  He 
died  in  i820,and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew  Light- 
body. 

HON.  ISAAC  LEFEM^E, 

of  Albany,  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Henrietta 
(Schermerhorn)  Lefevre,  and  was  born  at  Roxbur\-, 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y. ,  August  31,  1809.  (in 
his  fathers  side  he  is  descended  from  a  family  of 
those  Huguenots  who,  driven  from  their  native  soil 
by  their  intolerant  fellow  citizens,  crossed  the  sea 
to  give  to  the  American  race  some  of  its  most 
valuable  characteristics.  Casper  Schermcrliorn,  his 
maternal  grandfather,  was  of  sturdy  Dutch  stock, 
and  in  his  time  a  thrifty  tanner.  Daniel  Lefevre, 
his  son-in-law,  also  became  a  tanner,  and  in  their 
footsteps  have  followed  Isaac  Lefevre  and  his  son,  • 
Martin  R.  Lefevre,  Daniel  Lefevre's  son  and  grand- 
son respectively. 

Isaac  Lefevre  possessed  meager  educational  ad- 
vantages, no  other  opportunities  being  his  than 
such  as  were  afforded  by  the  district  school  of  his 
day  and  locality.  But  he  was  gifted  with  a  thouglit- 
ful  mind  and  remarkable  powers  of  observation. 
These,  with  a  love  of  reading,  enabled  him  in  al'ter 
years  to  remedy,  to  a  great  extent,  the  educational 
deficiencies  of  his  youth.  He  learned  his  trade  in 
his  fadier's  tannery  at  Roxbury,  and  was  for  a  con- 
siderable time  employed  there.  September  20. 
1S36,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  INI.  Richtmyer,  of 
Blenheim,  Schoharie  County.  In  1845  he  went  to 
Northville,  Fulton  County,  and  established  a  tan- 
nery in  that  town  on  the  Sacandaga  River,  a  branch 
of  the  Hudson.  His  business  was  successful  and 
he  continued  it  until  1865,  when  he  sold  it  to  re- 
move to  Albany  to  look  after  some  interests  which 
he  possessed  there.  Since  1862  he  had  been  a 
partner  in  a  leather  commission  trade,  located  at 
No.  6  State  street.  In  1S6S  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Charles  D.  Rathbone,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Rathbone  &  Lefevre,  opening  a  leather 
commission  store  at  Xo.  24  State  street.  ?^Ir.  Le- 
fevre about  this  time  bought  a  tannery  at  Beaver 
Falls,  Lewis  County,  where  was  manufactured 
much  of  the  leather  handled  at  their  Albany  store. 
The  active  management  of  this  establishment  was 
assumed  by  Mr.  Lefevre's  son,  Martin  R.  Lefevre, 
who  later  purchased  it  of  his  father's  firm  and  has 
since  conducted  it  with  much  success,  gradually 
adding  to  its  productive  capacity  to  keep  pace  with 
his  increasing  business.  ^Ir.  Lefevre's  health  fail- 
ing, he  was  obliged  to  dispose  of  his  interest  to 
Xlx.  Rathbone,  and  retire  from  active  business  life 
I  in  1878.  During  his  long  career  as  manufacturer 
I  and  merchant  no  stain  ever  fell  on  his  good  name. 
I  and  no  creditor  ever  lost  by  him  or  his  house. 
I  Hone-,t,  energetic,  pushing,  and  at  the  same  time 
I  afi'able,  friendly  and  heli)ful,  he  combined  all  of 
tho'iC  qualities  which  gain  the  public  confidence 
j  and  place  a  man  on  the  highway  of  success. 
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Mr.  Lefcvre  has  long  been  a  liberal  supporter  of  ] 
the  public  charities  of  the  cit}',  and  those  who  | 
know  him  best  state  that  he  has  done  much, 
quietly  and  unostentatiously,  to  alleviate  the  ills  of 
his  less  fortunate  fellow-beings.  He  is  a  generous 
supporter  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  upon  the 
services  of  which  his  family  are  attendants.  He 
has  never  taken  such  an  interest  in  politics  as  to 
bring  upon  him  the  somewhat  reproachful  title  of 
politician.  But  his  interest  in  the  proper  conduct 
of  public  affairs  has  been  both  deep  and  intelli- 
gent. F'rom  a  membership  of  the  old  Whig  party, 
he  graduated  naturally  to  identification  with  the 
Republican  organization,  with  which  he  has  con- 
sistently voted  and  acted  since  1856.  The  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-citizens  in  his  honor  and 
ability  was  demonstrated  in  1S55,  when  he  was 
elected  to  represent  Fulton  and  Hamilton  Counties, 
then  constituting  one  Assembly  District,  in  the 
State  Legislature.  jNIr.  and  ?ilrs.  Lefevre  have  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  The  sons  are  [Martin  R.,  William  L. ,  and 
De  Witt  C.  Lefevre.  I\Iiss  Henrietta  Lefevre  is 
now  Mrs.  Winfield  S.  W  ylie,  of  Rome,  N.  Y. , 
and  Miss  Elizabeth  Lefevre,  r^Irs.  W.  R.  Bill,  of 
Delhi,  N.  Y. 

SEED  STORES. 

William  Thorburn  established  a  seed  store  at  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Maiden  Lane  in  1S31, 
which  he  continued  until  1868,  when  he  sold  out 
to  V.  P.  Douw  &  Co.  The  firm  of  Price  &  Knick- 
erbocker bought  out  the  business  in  1S75,  ^ri'^ 
have  since  conducted  it  at  No.  80  State  street. 
When  first  established  the  trade  was  merely  local, 
but  under  the  present  proprietors  it  has  grown  to 
large  proportions,  and  extends  not  only  all  over 
the  United  States,  but  to  foreign  countries.  Both 
a  wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  carried  on.  The  in- 
dividual members  are  G.  H.  Price  and  David  M. 
Knickerbocker.  Over  3,000  varieties  of  seed  are 
carried  in  stock. 

READY-]NL\DE  CLOTHING  AND  MER- 
CHANT TAILORS. 

The  business  of  making  and  selling  readv-made 
clothing  was  not  confined  very  extensively  to  any 
one  firm  in  Albany  until  1S46,  when  R.  C.  Davis 
commenced  the  tailoring  business  on  the  east  side 
of  South  Market  street,  just  south  of  Hudson  street. 
His  establishment  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  i  S48, 
after  which  he  opened  a  store  in  the  Museum  Build- 
ing. The  following  spring  he  moved  into  the  Ex- 
change Building.  In  1S53,  Charles  G.  Craft  be- 
came associated  with  him,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Davis  &  Craft,  and  began  the  manufacture  of 
clothing  for  their  own  trade.  The  business  of  the 
house  increased  rapidly,  requiring  several  removals 
to  more  commodious  quarters.  In  1S60  George 
P.  Wilson  became  a  partner,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Davis,  Crafi  &  Wilson.  In  1870,  the  firm  dis- 
solved and  two  separate  houses  were  formed,  one 
conducted  by  R.  C.  Davis    Co.  (Jesse  ]M.  White), 


and  the  other  by  Craft,  Wilson  &  Co.  (Charles  G. 
Craft,  George  P.  Wilson,  James  H.  Gross  antl 
Stephen  P.  Corliss).  The  first  firm  remained  at 
the  old  stand,  while  Craft,  Wilson  &  Co.  removed 
to  the  corner  of  Maiden  Lane  and  Broadway. 
Davis  &  Co.,  in  1875,  removed  to  482  Broadway, 
where  they  did  an  extensive  business  for  some 
years.  They  are  not  now  engaged  in  business. 
In  1875  r^Ir.  Corliss  retired  from  the  firm  of  Craft, 
Wilson  iK:  Co.,  and  in  187S  Mr.  Craft  withdrew  his 
interest  and  opened  a  store  on  the  corner  of  James 
street  and  ]Maiden  lane,  where  he  is  at  present 
located.  Wilson  &  Gross,  the  remaining  members 
of  the  firm  of  Craft,  Wilson  c*i;  Co.,  are  located  at 
490  Broadway.  The  sales  of  these  two  firms,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  are  very  large. 

At  one  time  the  manufacture  of  clothing  was  an 
important  element  in  the  trade  of  Albany.  In  1872, 
the  firm  of  R.  C.  Davis  &  Co.  employed  over  300 
hands,  their  yearly  pay-roll  amounting  to  .Si  25,000. 
At  the  same  date  the  firm  of  Craft,  Wilson  &  Co. 
employed  between  500  and  600  hands.  During 
late  years  this  branch  of  the  business  has  been 
practically  discontinued  in  this  city.  ]Most  of  the 
ready-made  clothing  sold  here  is  purchased  from 
the  large  wholesale  manufacturing  firms  in  New 
York,  Boston,  Rochester  and  other  large  cities. 

Besides  the  two  firms  mentioned,  Henry  L. 
Smith,  48  and  50  State  street;  Babcock,  Shannon 
l\:  Co.,  605  and  607  Broadwav;  Julius  Saul,  Keith 
&  Ward,  the  Rochester  Clotliing  Company,  etc.. 
are  extensively  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
clothing  business. 

Among  the  merchant  tailors,  for  many  years  the 
firm  ofBailley  &  Brooks  have  occupied  a  leading 
position.  Jonn  P.  Bailley.  who  now  carries  on  the 
business,  as  remaining  partner,  at  23  North  Pearl 
street,  was  born  in  Lyons,  France,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  iir  1859,  settling  in  Albany  in  iSAi, 
where  he  has  since  successfully  carried  on  the  mer- 
chant tailoring  business.  John  D.  Brooks  was 
born  in  Schenectady  and  came  to  Albany  in  1859. 
He  served  in  the  Civil  War  and  took  much  interest 
in  military  affairs  in  Albany,  and  at  one  time  was 
Colonel  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  N.  G.  S.,  N.  Y. 

In  1820,  Peter  Relyea  and  Thomas  Wright  en- 
tered into  partnership  at  371  Market  street.  They 
were  the  leaders  of  the  profession  for  many  years. 
Ira  Portis  and  Francis  Horth,  about  this  time, were 
also  tailors  of  high  standing. 

John  T.  Johnson  is  another  merchant  tailor 
worthy  of  mention  as  a  leading  representative  of 
this  branch  of  trade.  Mr.  Johnson  established  his 
present  business  in  Albany  in  1878.  He  is  now 
located  at  35  Maiden  lane,  where  he  occupies  a 
three-story  building  25  x  70  feet  in  dimensions. 

GAME,  FISH  AND  OYSTERS. 

Probably  the  oldest  merchant  in  active  business 
in  Albany  is  Joseph  Clark,  the  well-known  dealer 
in  game,  vegetables  and  provisions,  who  com- 
menced business  in  1S26  as  a  peddler  of  fish  and 
oysters.  In  1S37  he  opened  a  small  store  in  Wash- 
ington street,  on  the  south  side,  between  Hawk 
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and  Swan  streets.  He  remained  there  twenty-seven 
years,  when  he  removed  to  the  building  corner  of 
State  and  Lodge  streets,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. 

John  Keeler  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  oyster 
business  at  85  and  87  ( Ireen  street.  He  has  recently 
opened  an  oyster-house  on  St.ite  street.  At  both  of 
these  places  first-class  restaurants  are  conducted. 

James  S.  Livingston  &  Co.,  now  on  Broadway, 
formerly  on  State  street,  have  long  done  a  large 
o\ster  business  on  terms  that  increase  public  confi- 
dence and  patronage. 

H.  A.  Simmons,  dealer  in  fish,  corner  of  Lodge 
and  Maiden  lane,  keeps  up  the  long-established 
reputation  of  this  stand. 

FRUITS. 

The  oldest  house  engaged  in  the  fruit  business  is 
that  established  by  Augustus  Woleninan,  in  1840, 
on  the  west  side  cf  North  I\Iarket  street.  Four 
years  later  he  removed  to  the  cellar  under  the 
store  now  occupied  by  Joseph  J.  Price.  In  1856 
he  removed  to  the  old  Staats  House,  on  the  corner 
of  South  Pearl  and  State  streets.  In  i860,  Jacob 
L.  Lochner  became  a  partner,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Wolenman  &  Lochner,  which  continued  until 
Mr.  Wolenman's  death,  a  short  time  ago. 

Julius  C.  Wendt,  on  the  corner  of  North  Pearl 
and  State,  deals  in  the  same  cla'^s  of  fruits. 

The  most  extensive  firm  is  that  of  P.  V.  Fort, 
Sons  &  Co.,  wholesale  dealers.  It  has  been  in 
existence  many  years,  and  has  established  a  large 
trade.  .  The  individual  members  of  the  house  are 
P.  V.  Fort,  Charles  W.  Fort,  and  Jewett  N.  Brown. 
They  are  located  at  No.  427  Broadway. 

James  Stevens  &  Sons,  349  Broadway,  do  a  good 
business  in  bananas,  oranges,  and  other  fruits  of 
that  class.  Joseph  Clarke,  Garrett  k.  Beck,  William 
Hagaman  &  Co.,  H.  F.  Plenningwav  &  Co.,  J.  J. 
Shelley,  T.  J.  Shelley,  John  E.  Walker,  J.  Wenz 
Co.,  and  George  W.  Yerks  deal  extensively  in  fruits. 
E.  ls\.  Tinkham  keeps  a  large  stock  of  fruits  of  all 
classes,  with  almost  every  variety  of  groceries  and 
provisions,  at  78  to  82  Beaver,  corner  Grand  street. 

Many  firms  engaged  in  other  business  deal  quite 
extensively  in  domestic  fruits  during  the  season. 

WEST  ALBANY  CATIXE  ^lARKET. 

About  the  middle  of  the  present  century,  the 
growth  of  the  railroad  facilities  of  the  country, 
the  rapid  increase  in  population  of  the  Western 
portion  of  the  United  States,  and  the  large  pas- 
turage there  afforded  for  rearing  live  stock,  soon 
developed  an  immense  traffic  in  the  transportation 
of  cattle  from  the  West  to  the  East.  Nearly  all 
this  business  was  done  by  the  way  of  the  New- 
York  Central  Railroad.  Feeding  places  for  live 
stock  were  established  at  Buffalo,  and  it  soon  be- 
came necessary  to  establish  another  such  place  at  a 
point  about  one  day's  journey  from  Buffalo.  About 
this  time  Erastus  Corning,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  this  road,  and  it  was  mainly  through  his 
elTorts  that  the  Directors,  in  1850,  purchased  three 


hundred  and  fiftv  acres  of  what  was  then  a  wild 
tract  of  sandy  and  barren  land,  with  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  feeding-place  at  this  point,  now 
known  as  West  Albany.  Here  tiie  Company  set 
apart  a  considerable  portion  of  the  land,  lipon 
which  was  built  extensive  platforms  to  secure  .safeiv 
in  unloading,  and  covering  some  twenty  acres  v.-itii 
substantial  pens,  or  yards,  for  the  security  of  the 
difterent  droves  of  cattle,  where  they  could  be  fed 
and  stabled  until  the  owners  found  purchasers, 
shipped  to  other  markets,  or  procured  pasture  lands 
in  the  vicinity. 

It  was  but  a  year  or  two  subsequently  that  West 
Albany  became  famous  as  a  catde  mart,  and  stead- 
ily increased  in  the  amount  of  business  done,  until 
it  became  the  greatest  depot  for  the  wholesale  trade 
in  cattle  of  any  market  in  the  country. 

Among  the  first  to  see  the  importance  and  reap 
the  advantages  of  the  growing  trade  was  Isaac 
Moore,  who  opened  the  first  yard  at  ?^IcGowan's, 
on  the  Schenectady  Turnpike:  next  at  the  old  Bull's 
Head  Tavern,  on  the  Troy  road;  then  at  Gallup's 
Plotel,  corner  Washington  and  Swan  streets.  An- 
drew R.  Plunter  and  Nathaniel  Gallup  opened  a 
yard  at  ■\\'est  Albany  in  1856,  followed  by  P.  L. 
Eastman,  M.  Gillice,  James  Rooney  c*c  Co.,  and  A. 
M.  Bothick.  R.  jNIcGraw  is  another  pioneer  stock- 
dealer  at  West  Albany,  and  at  one  time  one  of  the 
largest  speculators  in  sheep. 

The  outlay  of  these  persons,  as  well  as  the  rail- 
road, was  heavy,  and  to  a  certain  extent  experi- 
mental, but  in  the  end  justified  their  wisdom..  In 
1 85 5  the  average  monthly  freight  receipts  at  West 
Albany  were  $25,200;  in  1S61  they  were  §67,800; 
while  in  1866,  the  hight  of  the  cattle  trade,  they 
were  fully  $75,000.  In  1859  the  average  weekly 
receipts  were  2,542  head;  in  i860,  3,141;  in  1S61, 
3,348.  At  least  two-thirds  of  the  receipts  were 
sold  at  West  Albany,  and  assuming  the  average 
price  to  be  $45  per  head,  it  would  appear  that  over 
$  I  CO,  000  changed  hands  here  every  week,  or  about 
$5,ooo,coo  yearly.  This  does  not  include  the  large 
traffic  in  sheep  and  hogs,  which  kept  even  pace 
with  the  cattle  trade.  Horses  were  also  shipped 
here  in  large  numbers,  and  formed  an  important 
element  in  the  business  done  at  West  Albany.  In 
1866,  when  business  was  at  its  hight,  1,000  car- 
loads of  cattle  were  received  weekly,  and  icq  was 
a  small  average  daily  receipt. 

During  late  years  there  has  been  a  great  reduc- 
tion in  the  amount  of  traffie'jdone  at  West  Albanv. 
This  has  been  due  to  several  causes:  mainly,  the 
growth  of  abattoirs  at  Chicago;  the  improved  meth- 
ods of  shipping  dressid  beef  in  ret'rigerator  cars, 
and  the  appliances  for  feeding  cattle  on  the  cars. 

The  receipts  of  live  stock  during  the  past  seven 
years,  as  taken  from  the  register  at  \\'est  Albanv, 
shows  the  following  in  car  lots: 

Year.             Cattle.  Sheep.  Hogs.  Horses. 

1878  28,238  10,262  4,849  627 

1S79  31.4S4     9.9-5  5-449  "49 

i'*^-*^  34.718  io,ji2  5,234  1,058 

1881                      33.45-  •0.057  5. '53  (>oo 

1882  24,208     9,4.17  6.172  7S8 

18S3   20,847     6,5')5  10,718  717 

1884  I7i444     6,925  10,891  815 
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ANDREW  R.  HUNTER, 

one  of  the  mosi  prominent  residents  of  West  Al- 
bany, was  born  in  the  town  of  Hope,  Montgom- 
ery County,  N.  Y. ,  AiiL,nist4,  iSio.  His  parents 
were  David  and  Afliaii  (Rich)  Flunter,  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  wlio  were  early  settlers  in  that  sec- 
tion. ^Ir.  Hunter's  life  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
old  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the 
school  afibrded  at  that  time  m  his  native  town. 
In  tlie  meantime  his  brothers,  David  and  Elkanah, 
had  removed  to  Albany  and  established  themselves 
as  gardeners.  When  in  his  seventeenth  year,  he 
joined  them,  and  during  the  succeeding  four  years 
assisted  them  and  at  the  same  time  familiarized 
himself  with  all  the  details  of  their  trade. 

At  twentv  he  rented  land  on  the  fiats  above  Al- 
bany and  engaged  in  gardening  on  his  own  ac- 
count, in  which  he  was  successful  and  continued 
for  some  years.  From  a  small  beginning  he  grew 
to  be  a  leading  dealer  in  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
carried  on  that  business  in  connection  with  his 
gardening  until  about  twenty-five  years  ago.  At 
that  time  he  opened  an  extensive  cattle-yard  at  his 
then  place  of  residence  on  the  Troy  road,  and  for 
years  was  largely  engaged  in  keeping  cattle  for 
drovers.  During  this  period  he  began  purchasing 
land  quite  extensively  in  West  Albany,  which  he 
im])roved  and  surveyed  into  lots,  on  some  of  which 
he  built.  Many  he  sold  on  favorable  terms  to 
house-seekers  and  business  men.  Fie  also  invested 
largely  in  property  in  Albany,  and  at  this  time  he 
owns  tlve  houses  on  Livingston  avenue,  five  on 
Hunter  avenue,  and  three  on  Central  avenue. 
West  Albany,  besides  many  vacant  lots  in  that 
part  of  the  city,  and  a  house  at  the  corner  of  Hud- 
son avenue  and  Willett  street,  together  with  other 
real  estate  in  Albany  proper,  and  he  has  owned 
and  sold  property  on  State  and  Lancaster  streets 
and  on  Chnton  avenue. 

But  it  is  to  West  Albany  that  his  most  important 
operations  have  been  confined,  ami  to  him,  as  much 
as  to  any  other  man,  West  Albany  is  indebted  for 
the  rapid  and  steady  growth  it  has  enjoyed  during 
the  past  few  years.  When  he  began  to  purchase 
land  there,  there  was  next  to  nothing  to  suggest  the 
West  Albany  of  to-day,  and  men  who  stood  high 
in  business  circles,  but  who  were  shorter-sighted 
than  Mr.  Hunter,  did  not  hesitate  to  predict  his 
utter  ruin  as  a  consequence  of  the  investments  thus 
made;  but  time  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of 
his  scheme.  His  residence,  one  of  the  most  sightly 
and  home-like  in  West  Albany,  was  built  in  1874. 

Mr.  Hunter  has  been  three  times  married.  In 
1874  he  married  his  present  wife,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Calhoun.  They  have  a  daughter  eight  years  old. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but  has 
never  had  either  the  time  or  the  inclination  to 
mingle  actively  in  political  affairs.  He  has  been 
often  sought  out  by  those  who  would  have  thrust 
upon  him  the  cares  of  an  otTice-holder  and  has 
persistently  refused  to  become  a  candidate;  though 
once,  against  his  protest,  he  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  as  such  served  one 
term  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the 


public.  But  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  he  has 
ever  been  a  close  and  interested  observer  of  public 
affairs,  and  he  has  constantly  advocateil  the  choice 
of  upright  men  to  places  of  public  trust,  and  the 
worthy  and  economical  administration  of  govern- 
ment. 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

The  wholesale  trade  is,  perhaps,  sufficiently  indi- 
cated under  manufactures. 

In  numbers  the  retail  boot  and  shoe  stores  of 
Albany  are  next  to  the  grocery  stores,  numbering 
138  separate  establishments.  It  might  seem  in- 
vidious among  so  many,  to  mention  any.  All 
will,  however,  agree  that  Joseph  Fearey  k  Son, 
M.  B.  Sherman,  M.  P.  Frank,  Nye  &  Blatner,  and 
H.  B.  Tuttle,  are  among  the  largest  dealers. 

S.  G.  CHASE 

was  born  at  Rome,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. ,  De- 
cember 28,  1806,  and  when  about  ten  years  of  age 
(in  the  year  181 7)  was  present  at  a  gathering  of  a 
few  distinguished  gentlemen,  about  four  miles  east 
of  Rome,  to  witness  the  throwing  out  of  the  first 
shovelful  of  earth  by  Governor  l3eWitt  Clinton,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  digging  of  the  Erie 
Canal.  The  work  was  pushed  forward  rapidiv, 
both  East  and  West,  and  in  1S25  the  Erie  Canal 
was  completed  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson 
River  at  Albany.  Mr.  Chase  took  passage  on  the 
trial  trip  of  the  first  Erie  Canal-boat  that  was  ever 
built.  She  was  towed  by  one  horse  from  Rome 
to  Oriskany  (a  distance  of  eight  miles)  and  return. 
It  took  many  hours  to  make  the  trip.  The  speed 
had  necessarily  to  be  slow,  for  there  was  no  one  at 
that  time  who  had  had  any  experience  in  steering 
or  in  any  way  managing  a  canal-boat.  The  boat 
ran  ashore  several  Umes  in  making  the  trip.  The 
navigation  was  not  considered  dangerous,  how- 
ever, for  the  original  canal  was  not  to  have  more 
than  a  depth  of  three  feet  of  water  in  it.  Soon 
afier  this  memorable  trip,  his  parents  removed  to 
Little  Falls,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  The  voung 
man  attended  school  during  the  winter  months, 
while  navigation  was  closed,  and  was  employed  on 
the  canal  in  the  summer  season  for  some  years. 
While  the  rocks  at  Little  Falls  were  being  blasted 
out  to  form  the  bed  of  the  canal,  two  small  packet- 
boats  were  piaced  on  the  canal  to  ply  between 
Utica  and  Little  Falls,  and  young  Chase  was  em- 
ployed on  one  of  them  as  steersman.  When  the 
canal  had  been  completed  to  Schenectadv,  larger 
packet-boats  were  put  on  to  ply  between  these  two 
towns,  at  the  tiller  of  one  of  which  he  was  placed, 
intrusted  with  its  guidance;  and  it  was  while  so 
employed  fin  1S24)  that  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  General  Lafayette,  who  was  a  passenger 
on  board.  In  1827  he  was  employed  by  Messrs. 
Dows  &  Cary,  of  Albany,  owners  of  the  Washing- 
ton line  of  canal-boats,  to  take  charge  of  one  of 
their  boats  as  captain,  carrying  freight  and  pas- 
sengers between  Albany  and  Buffalo.  The  ijuan- 
tity  of  freight  in  those  days  was  well  adapted  to  the 
carrying  capacity  of  the  boats,  for  it  was  several 
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years  before  they  could  carry  more  than  about 
twenty  tons  freight,  whereas  they  now  carry  two 
hundred  and  forty  tons.  The  early  business  of  the 
canal  consisted  cliielly  of  movers  from  the  New 
England  Slates,  with  their  household  goods,  to 
settle  somewhere  in  the  West,  and  of  foreigners 
and  their  luggage  emigrating  to  the  West.  The 
east-bound  freiglit  consisted  mostly  of  staves  from 
BufTalo,  Tonawanda  and  Lockport,  and  perchance 
a  little  flour  from  Rochester.  The  lakes  for  some 
time  furnished  the  canal  with  but  little  east-bound 
freight.  Mr.  Chase  continued  master  of  a  canal- 
boat  until  1835,  when,  coming  to  Albany  to  re- 
side, he  engaged  with  E.  S.  Prosser,  Esq.,  on  the 
Pier  as  a  tally  clerk,  loading  canal-boats  with  mer- 
chandise for  the  West.  He  remained  in  ^Mr. 
Prosser's  employ  until  the  spring  of  1841,  when  he 
organized  a  line  of  canal-boats  for  freight  and  pas- 
sengers to  ply  between  Albany  and  Buflalo,  con- 
necting at  Buffalo  with  the  house- of  John  R.  Evans 
&  Bro.  for  the  lakes,  and  at  Albany  with  A.  Van 
Santvoord  &  Cos.  "  swift-sure  line of  barges  for 
New  York.  All  canal  freights  were  reshipped  at 
Albany  in  those  days.  The  firm  name  at  Albany 
was  that  of  S.  G.  Chase  &  Co. 

In  1856  eight  different  canal  lines  (that  of  NiX. 
Chase  included)  combined,  forming  a  stock  com- 
pany, with  a  capital  of  $800,000,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  the  Western  Transportation  Company 
to  do  a  carrying  business  between  New  York 
and  Chicago.  Mr.  Chase  was  one  of  its  original 
directors,  and  acted  as  its  agent  on  the  Pier  at 
Albany  until  1879,  when  he  disposed  of  his  entire 
interest  and  retired  from  business,  after  a  period 
of  forty-four  years  in  the  transportation  and  com- 
mission business  on  the  old  Albany  Pier.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Albany  Board  of  Trade 
for  several  years,  a  Director  in  the  Capital  Insur- 
ance Company,  and  a  Trustee  in  the  Jago^er 
Iron  Company.  Has  been  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany  for  many  years, 
and  served  several  terms  as  an  Elder  in  said  church. 
He  has  been  twice  married  and  hns  five  daughters, 
viz. :  Mrs.  A.  K.  Richards.  I\Irs.  N.  E.  Simons, 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Sears,  Mrs.  Irving  Knickerbocker,  and 
Mrs.  John  D.  Parsons,  Jr.,  all  the  issue  of  his  first 
marriage. 

TEAS,  COFFEES  AND  SPICES. 

During  comparatively  late  years,  in  all  the  large 
centers  of  trade,  stores  iiave  sprung  up  exclusively 
devoted  to  the  sale  of  teas,  coffees  and  spices.  In 
Albany  there  are  a  number  of  such  establishments 
.some  of  which  transact  a  large  business  in  these 
commodities. 

One  of  the  leading  houses  in  this  line  of  trade  is 
that  of  Anthony  N.  Brady,  which  was  established 
by  him  in  1864  on  South  Pearl  street.  In  1867 
he  opened  a  store.  No.  i  Beaver  Block,  and  in 
1874  another  at  No.  12  Central  avenue.  Both  of 
these,  and  one  in  Troy,  established  in  1884,  arc 
under  his  proprietorship.  His  extensive  and  flour- 
ishing business  is  the  reward  of  diligent  work  and 
fair  dealing.    Albert  V.  Benson,  86  State  and  15 


Clinton  avenue;  Walter  McEwan  and  Albert  Wing, 
Sons  &  Co.,  are  a'so  large  dealers  in  these  goods. 

JOHN  THOMAS,  Jr., 

was  a  prominent  business  man  in  Albany  for  many 
years.  His  father,  a  native  of  Wales,  came  to 
America  when  very  young,  married  in  due  time, 
and  lived  in  ^Nlark  lane  (now  Exchange  street), 
I  which  was  then  a  very  fashionable  part  of  the  city 
and  in  and  near  which  many  wealthy  Albanians  had 
their  residences.  There  John  Thomas,  Jr.,  v. as 
born,  September  27,  181 5,  the  second  son  in  a 
family  of  eleven  children.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  entered  the  old-time  establishment  of  Gregory  & 
Co.,  to  learn  the  trade  of  upholsterer  and  carridge- 
trimmer.  After  serving  his  apprenticeship  he  went 
to  Texas  and  remained  there  one  year.  On  his  return 
to  Albany  he  engaged  in  the  provision  trade,  which 
he  continued  for  some  years.  About  1S45  he 
purchased  Goffe's  coffee  and  spice  business  at  No. 
10  Exchange  street,  and  some  years  later  removed 
his  est.rblishment  to  the  corner  of  Dean  and  Ex- 
change streets,  where  his  name  and  that  of  his 
establishment,  the  Premium  Coffee  and  Spice 
]Mills,  gained  reputation  throughout  the  country. 
One  night  in  January,  i860,  his  store  took  fire  and 
was  utterly  destroyed.  He  opened  a  new  store  in 
the  north  part  of  Greene  street  and  remained  there 
until  the  erection  of  the  building  at  the  corner  of 
Dean  and  Exchange  streets,  which  he  afterwards 
occupied  until  his  death.  T'^fi'^'^'^ 

About  1840,  .Mr.  Thomrs  jui?r?(P(1^«Amny 
Fire  Department,  as  a  member  of  Independence 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  i,  and  served 
some  years  with  credit,  taking  his  part  in  such  work 
as  there  was  to  be  done,  and  making  many  friends 
among  the  firemen  of  that  day,  when  the  compa- 
nies were  largely  made  up  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  the  city.  His  knowledge,  thus  acquired, 
served  him  in  good  stead  when  his  store  was 
burned,  as  has  been  stated,  in  i86c.  The  weather 
was  intensely  cold,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
manage  the  engines,  which  were  brought  to  ih  ^ 
scene  by  hand.  Mr.  Thomas  himself  directed  the 
streams  thrown  upon  a  certain  portion  of  the  build- 
ing, fearing  a  large  boiler  therein  would  fall  and 
cause  a  loss  of  life,  a  calamity  which  he  was  suc- 
cessful in  preventing. 

May  27th,  1S44,  he  married  Sarah  Ann  Parsons, 
who  bore  him  six  children. and  was  a  most  devoted 
[  and  exemp'ary  wife  and  mother.     She  died  July 
I   21,   1867.     Mr.  Thomas  was  a  prominent  and 
I  helpful    member   of  the   Pearl  street  Methodist 
Church  and  lived  consistently  with  his  profession. 
I  He  was  liberal  and  charitalile  in  his  views  of  his 
1  fellow-men;    strictly  honorable   in  his  dealings: 
i  and  in  his  tamily  indulgent  and  generous — such  a 
man  as  makes  friends  of  nearly  all  with  whom  ho 
comes  in  contact,  and  gives  none  just  cause  lor  i!l- 
I  will.      His  temperament  was  bright,  genial  and 
j  happy.    He  was  fond,  above  all  else,  of  his  home 
I  and   its  comforts,  and  the  companionship  of  his 
family.     Friendly  and  hospitable  in  a  remarkable 
I  degree,  he  loved  to  entertain,  and  the  friends  who 
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met  at  his  fireside  were  many  and  steadfast.  He 
died  June  4,  1S65,  of  pleurisy,  after  only  a  brief 
illness.    Five  of  his  children  survive  him. 

SIMEON  WATSON 

was  born  in  iMiddleville,  Fairfield  Township,  Her- 
kimer County,  N.  Y.,  September  25,  1S17,  and 
died  in  Albany,  March  S,  1872.  He  was  a  son  of 
William  Watson  and  Clarissa  Ford,  his  wife.  Gain- 
ing the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  public 
schools  then  in  vogue  in  his  native  town,  he  came 
to  Albany  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  obtained 
employment  with  George  Harris,  a  cartman.  He 
was  industrious  and  savmg,  and  was  soon  enabled 
to  purchase  a  horse  and  cart  and  engage  in  carry- 
ing merchandise  on  his  own  account.  His  prompt 
attention  to  business  soon  brought  him  to  the 
notice  of  merchants  and  others  requiring  such  ser- 
vices as  he  could  render,  and  his  business  increased 
rapidly  and  steadily,  until  he  was  the  owner  of 
forty  horses  and  numerous  carts  and  wagons,  and 
constanUy  employed  many  men. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Wat-on  is  entided  to  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  conveyed  the  first  load  of  mer- 
chandise over  the  swing  bridge  between  Albany 
and  Grecnbusli,  which  may  be  an  item  of  interest 
to  those  who  delight  in  picking  up  odd  scraps  of 
local  history.  In  1841  he  married  Mi.ss  Almira  E. 
Kenyon,  of  Herkimer  County,  who  survives  him, 
as  docs  also  a  daughter.   Mr.  Watson,  as  the  result 
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WATSON. 

i  of  long  and  earnest  labor  and  the  exercise  of  good 
business  abilities,  amassed  a  competency.  He 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  unaided  by  wealth 
or  influence.  To  him,  the  calling  which  had 
placed  him  on  the  highwa}-  of  prosperity  was  good 
enough  to  follow  to  the  end.  He  did  not  change 
his  business,  but  constantly  enlarged  it;  nor  did  he 
branch  forth  into  any  of  the  byways  of  speculation. 
He  was  honest  and  upright  in  all  the  relations  of 
life,  and  among  the  business  men  who  knew  him 
he  stood  high  for  all  those  qualities  which  gain 
confidence  and  insure  success.  Belonging  to  no 
church,  he  gave  liberally  to  many;  he  was  chari- 
table to  the  poor,  helpful  to  those  who  were  strug- 
gling for  a  foothold  in  life,  and  an  indulgent  hus- 
band and  father.  A  Republican  in  principle,  he 
took  no  active  interest  in  jiublic  affairs. 

PAINTS,  OIL  AND  GLASS. 

\      About  the  beginning  of  this  century  the  finn  of 
i  Thomas,  Joseph  &  Elihu  Russell  were  the  leading 
merchants  in  paints,  odsand  glass.  They  dissolved 
partnership  in  18 17,  after  which  Elihu  Russell  it 
joscph  Davis  continued  the  business.  The  Russell 
;   Brothers  all  became  prosperous  merchants  and  in- 
I   fluential  in  commercial  circles.    The  leading  firms 
'   in   this   business   at  present  are    William  Dcy 
I   Ermand  ifc  Co.,  38 1  Broadway;  Thomas  Easterly, 
j    165  South  Pearl:  John  Kurtz,  376  to  384  Central 
!  avenue;  and  William  Prcscott,  676  Broadway. 
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TOBACCO  AND  CIGARS. 

The  smokers  of  cigars  and  chewers  of  tobacco 
are  as  numerous  in  Albany  as  elsewhere.  INIost  of 
the  wholesale  dealers  and  manufacturers  treated  of 
elsewhere,  are  also  engaged  in  the  retail  trade.  Es- 
pecially is  this  trueof  Benj.  Eayn's  Sons  and  G.W. 
Van  Slyke  &.  Co.  All  of  the  retail  stores  manufac- 
ture to  a  certain  extent.  There  are  over  one 
hundred  firms  engaged  in  this  branch  of  trade  in 
Albany.  Among  the  first-class  cigar  and  tobacco 
dealers  are  James  Quinn,  174  South  Pearl;  D.  A. 
Lawler's  Sons,  776  Broadway;  J.  S.  Hutman,  6 
Music  Hall. 

ICE. 

During  late  years  the  consumption  of  ice  has  in- 
creased to  a  wonderful  extent  in  this  country. 
Large  capital  is  invested  in  cutting  and  storing  it 
during  the  winter.  The  excellent  water  of  the 
Hudson, and  the  streams  and  ponds  of  this  vicinity, 
afford  unequaled  facilities  for  this  important  branch 
of  trade,  not  only  for  home  consumption,  but  for 
extensive  exportation.  The  Albany  merchants  en- 
gaged in  this  business  are  well  represented  by 
Parker  Hall,  a  son  of  O.  Hall,  deceased,  whose 
office  is  located  at  932  Broadway;  Hiram  Hotaling 
&  W.  C.  Saxton,  55  Broadway;  John  Mullon  A: 
Sons,  office  No.  936  Broadway;  Patrick  Ronan,  19 
Lumber  District;  Sanford  Vroman  &  Co.,  Quay, 
corner  Cherry. 

UNDERTAKERS. 

The  merchants,  if  such  they  may  be  called,  who 
follow  the  business  of  undertaking,  are  the  most 
reluctantly  patronized  business  men  in  any  com- 
munity. Albany  has  its  share  of  those  who  faith- 
fully attend  to  these  melancholy  necessities  of  civi- 
lization. For  many  years  Marshal  W.  Tebbutt  was 
the  leading  undertaker  in  Albany.  He  died  a  short 
time  ago.  His  sons  succeed  him  in  the  business. 
The  following  may  be  justly  considered  as  those 
receiving  the  largest  share  of  public  patronage: 
Carr  &  Clark  (E.  J.  Carr  and  James  J.  Clark),  1 17 
Madison  avenue;  John  Harrigan,  21  Canal  street; 
James  W.  Morange,  51  Maiden  Lane;  John  Metz 
&  Son,  21  Central  avenue. 

TRUCKING. 

The  carting  of  freight  and  merchandise  in  this 
city  necessitates  the  employment  of  a  large  number 
of  men  and  horses.  The  firm  of  Eraser,  Lockwood 
.  &  Co.  ]>robably  employ  the  largest  number  of  men 
and  horses  in  this  l)usiness  in  Albany.  They  do 
the  trucking  for  the  People's  line  of  steamers. 
Charles  McGinncs,  377  Madison  avenue,  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  large  business.  Jacob  D.^'an  Buren, 
363  Hudson  avenue,  is  another  truckman  largely 
engaged  in  trucking. 

R.  G.  Dunn  &  Co. 's  commercial  agencv  has  an 
office  in  .Albany  at  479  Broadway.  F.  E.  Griswold 
is  manager  of  this  branch  office  in  this  city. 


DRUGGIST.s. 

Louis  Sauter  established  a  drug  store  at  S4 
Green  street  in  1S52.  In  i86r  he  opened  his 
present  store  at  the  corner  of  South  Pearl  and  Plain 
streets.  He  has  another  store  at  8  North  Pearl 
street. 

H.  B.  Clement  opened  a  drug  store  at  the  corner 
of  Broadway  and  Clinton  avenue  in  1859.  In  1S67 
he  leased  the  adjoining  store  on  Clinton  avenue  to 
accommodate  his  trade;  and  in  1S72  the  adjoining 
store  on  Broadway.  The  three  combined  make  a 
store  33  by  56  feet  in  dimensions.  E.  T.  Rice  be- 
came associated  as  partner  in  1873.  He  retired  in 
1885,  when  H.  J.  Grose  became  a  partner,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Clement  Sc  Grose. 

A.  B.  Heusted  commenced  the  drug  business 
at  the  corner  of  Eagle  street  and  Hudson  avenue 
in  1868,  and  has  conducted  it  ever  since.  Dr. 
Heusted  is  an  educated  physician  and  pharma- 
ceutist. 

Louis  Gaus  commenced  business  at  254  South 
Pearl  street  in  1876.  He  purchased  from  C.  Sprim- 
hart.  who  had  conducted  a  similar  business  from 
1850. 

J.  J.  Mattimore,  with  ^Ir.  Ingraham,  commenced 
the  drug  business  at  the  corner  of  I\Iad)Son  avenue 
and  liagle  street  in  1879.  In  1881  he  purchased 
Ingraham's  interest,  and  has  since  conducted  tlie 
business  alone.  In  1S84  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent location,  44  Philip  street. 

Robert  E.  &  E.  Eddy  Safford  first  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  in  1882,  at  corner  of  Hamilton 
and  Pearl  streets.  In  1885  removed  to  present 
location,  corner  of  Lancaster  and  Dove  streets. 

E.  B.  Waterbury  and  Mr.  Gofte  became  asso- 
ciated in  the  drug  business  on  Hamilton  street  in 
i88r.  Mr.  Gofte  retired  in  1SS3.  In  1885, 
George  E.  Jones  became  a  parlner.  Moved  to 
present  location,  No.  91  Hudson  avenue,  in  18S4. 
Eirm  name,  \\'aterbury  l^c  Jones. 

The  present  wholesale  drug  house  of  A.  McCIure 
&  Co.  (composed  of  Archibald  ^McCIure,  William 
H.  McClure,  William  J.  Walker  and  Charles  Gib- 
son) was  founded  in  the  early  part  of  this  century 
by  James  and  Archibald  McClure.  In  1833,  George 
Dexter  was  admitted  as  a  partner.  This  house 
occupies  a  high  position  in  the  drug  trade  all  over 
the  country.  It  is  located  at  Nos.  74  and  76 
State  street. 

The  wholesale  drug  firm  of  Douw  H.  T'onda  & 
Co.  was  organized  in  1S65.  It  is  the  continuation 
of  a  business  established  in  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century  by  Thomas  and  Joseph  Russell.  The 
present  firm  is  composed  of  Douw  H.  Fonda, \^'ill- 
iam  B.  French  and  Henry  R.  Wright.  Their  estab- 
lishment is  situated  at  70  ami  72  State  street,  in  a 
commodious  four-story  building,  35  by  347  feet  in 
dimensions.  Paints,  oils  and  varnishes  form  a 
very  important  feature  of  their  stock.  The  trade  of 
the  house  is  confined  principally  to  NewYoik. 
Vermont  and  Western  Massachusetts,  and  requins 
the  attention  of  three  traveling  salesmen,  while  a 
force  of  twentv  assistants,  besides  the  members  of 
the  firm,  are  employed  in  the  store. 
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The  drug  store  of  Turner  Brothers,  corner  of 
South  Pearl  and  Schuyler  streets,  was  founded  in 
1850  by  the  present  proprietors,  (jcorge  H.  k 
Charles  Turner.  They  have  built  up  a  lari^e  busi- 
ness, and  the  house  is  well  known  to  the  drug 
trade.  They  also  carry  besides  the  usual  variety  of 
drugs,  a  large  assortment  of  paints,  oils,  varnishes, 
wintlow-glass  and  brushes. 

The  pharmacy  of  Charles  H.  Smith,  at  246 
Washington  avenue,  opposite  Townsend  Park,  is  a 
well-stocked  drug  store.  Mr.  Smith  manufactures 
the  American  Stomach  Bitters  and  his  own  fluid 
extracts. 

William  F.  Elmendorf  opened  a  drug  store  at 
Nos.  218  and  220  South  Pearl  street  in  1S79.  He 
was  succeeded  by  the  present  proprietor,  Wdliam 
S.  P^lmendorf 

Martin  W.  ?^Iacomber  has  been  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Albany  since  1S60.  His  store  is 
situated  at  42  Hudson  avenue. 

John  C.  McEwen  established  a  drug  store  on 
Lancaster,  corner  of  Dove  street,  in  18S4.  In  18S5 
he  removed  to  100  Washington  avenue. 

Joseph  Bandorf,  present  proprietor  of  the  well- 
known  store  corner  of  Broadway  and  Maiden  Lane, 
succeeded  Charles  H.  Teller,  (jtorge  G.  Jewell, 
Edwin  T.  Bedell,  R.  S,  Mc-\Iurdy  and  Ceorge  L. 
Brown. 

Samuel  C.  Bradt  has  kept  a  drug  store  on  Wash- 
ington avenue  many  years.  Charles  Frothingham 
was  for  some  years  a  leading  druggist  on  Broadway, 
just  north  of  State;  succeeded  by  Peter  M.  Murphy 
in  1866. 

Among  other  druggists  of  the  past,  we  find  Henry 
Rolls,  in  Api'thecary  Hall,  57  State  street;  William 
Russell,  near  McClure's,  on  State  street;  Dr.  Carr, 
Dr.  Wyncoop,  Dr.  P>lkin^,  Joseph  Davis,  A.  B.  & 
D.  Sands,  P'dwin  A.  Clapp,  Joseph  Russell,  Dr. 
Wharton,  Dr.  Hall,  Dr.  Spaulding,  Dr.  Springsteed, 
Dr.  Rossman.  Druggists  were  popularly  called 
"doctors  "  in  former  days,  because  they  dealt  out 
"doctor's  stuff.''  The  title  is  now  confined  chiefiy 
to  all,  be  they  coarse  or  refined,  educated  or 
charlatan,  neophyte  or  wise,  who  gravely  di- 
rect or  deal  powders,  pills  or  drops  to  be  given 
to  the  sick  as  long  as  life  remains.  What's  in  a 
name  I 

Dr.  Stringer  Dr.  Bay  kept  a  full  stock  of  the 
medicines  used  in  the  days  of  the  Revolutionary 
\\'ar  in  medical  practice  in  the  family  disjiensary. 
Old  Dr.  Mancius  kept  quite  a  supply  outside  of 
his  own  pracuce. 

The  first  educated  druggist,  who  came  to  Albany 
about  1788,  and  opened  the  first  real  drugstore, 
was  Samuel  Dexter,  from  Boston.  Before  his  time 
a  few  common  drugs  were  kept  in  nearly  all  the 
retail  stores  and  by  the  physicians. 

Mr.  Dexter  had  two  sons  who  (graduated  at 
Union  and  became  lawyers — James  and  (jeorgc — 
both  very  much  esteemed,  f  Jeorge,  after  his  fiither's 
decease,  kept  up  his  business,  holding  it  till  re- 
cently, venerated  for  his  years  and  chaiacler. 
Joseph  Nellegar,  now  in  the  tlrug  business  on  State 
strict,  was  his  partner  some  years,  beginning  March, 
I  S50. 


WILLIAM  SAWYER 

was  born  in  the  City  of  Albany.  March  14,  1S21. 

His  (either,  Luther  .Sawyer  was  born  in  the  good 
old  town  of  Lancaster,  Worcester  County,  ]Mass. , 
in  which  place  his  ancestors  were  among  the  first 
settlers.  He  came  to  Albany  in  1S13,  and  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  brick  and  stone-mason.  He 
died  February  7,  1827. 

His  inother,  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
in  remarkable  health  and  vigor,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Ann  Lombard.  Is  a  native  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  where  she  was  born  in  1799.  She  came  to 
Albany  in  18 14  and  was  married  in  18 15. 

On  his  mother's  side,  Mr.  Sawyer  descended 
from  Stephen  Hopkins,  one  of  the  pilgrims  of  the 
Mayflower.  Of  the  forty-one  males  wlio  made 
up  that  noble  band  that  founded  "a  church  with- 
out a  bishop  and  a  state  without  a  king"  on 
Plymouth  Rock  in  1620,  one.  Miles  Standish,  had 
the  rank  of  Captain,  and  ten  the  respectable  title 
of  Mr. ,  a  prefix  then  given  to  men  of  exceptional 
influence  and  distinction.  Among  these  "upper 
ten  ''  are  recorded  Stephen  Hopkins  with  John 
Carver  and  others. 

When  duties  involving  much  discretion  and  re- 
sponsibility came  up,  Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins  was 
usually  "adjoined  for  counsel  and  advice, '' with 
John  Carver,  ^Miles  Standish,  William  Bradford 
and  Edward  Winslow.  We  find  him  thus  asso- 
ciated with  thtse  distinguished  men  in  locating 
lots,  laying  out  plans,  trading  with  the  Indians, 
and  other  matters  of  importance.  He  is  spoken 
of  as  a  hou.seholder  and  as  having  eight  persons 
in  his  family, including  two  men  servants.  Among 
his  numerous  and  highly  respectable  descendanis 
is  Stephen  Hopkins,  of  Rhode  Island,  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Eseck  Hopkins,  the  first  commodore  in  the 
American  navy,  was  brother  to  Mr.  Sawyer's  graml- 
mother  on  his  mother's  side.  His  home  was  in 
Boston.  Atkins  Lombard,  a  Boston  sea  captain, 
who  died  in  1799,  was  the  father  of  Ann  Lombard, 
the  mother  of  Mr.  Sawyer. 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  the  continental  flag 
was  first  displayed  on  the  3d  day  of  December, 
1775,  on  the  ship  of  Eseck  Hopkins,  who,  on  the 
6th  of  November  preceding,  had  been  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  first  American  fleet. 

The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  publicly 
read  for  the  first  time  on  the  8th  of  July,  1776, 
by  Commander  Hopkins  of  the  navy,  to  an  as- 
I  sjmblage  of  citizens  in  the  old  State  House  yard  in 
i  Philadelphia. 

i  The  subject  of  our  j^ketch  is  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune.  Left  fatlierless  and  without  patrimony 
at  the  age  of  five  years,  with  a  kind,  prudent  mo- 
1  ther,  who  had  only  her  hands  with  which  to  pro- 
!  vide  for  her  two  sons,  aged  five  and  seven  year.s, 
1  William  Sawyer  had  none  of  the  ease  of  wealth, 
I  none  of  the  advantages  of  education  in  his  early 
I  years.  At  nine  years  of  age  he  was  put  to  learning 
I  the  trade  of  shoemaking,  which  he  pursued  untd 
;  1 87 1,  when  he  retired  widi  a  competence,  having 
I  all    these   years   given    himself  to  his  business 
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with  remarkable  persistency,  sa,i;acity  and  frugality. 
Most  of  his  life  of  sixty-four  years  so  far,  he  has 
spent  in  his  native  city.  His  life  has  been  an  act- 
ive one.  In  1836-37,  he  had  his  home  in  Beth- 
lehem. In  1837  he  was  instrumental  in  starting 
the  first  Sunday  School  in  that  town,  near  Jerusa- 
lem church,  at  Feura  Bush. 

In  1838,  he  pursued  hjs  trade  in  the  City  of 
Syracuse  and  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  but  re- 
turned to  Albany  late  in  the  autumn  of  that  year. 
This  was  before  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal  was 
built,  and  Mr.  Sawyer  walked  the  thirty  miles  from 
Rochester  to  Genesee.  On  his  return  it  took 
three  days  and  three  nights  from  Rochester  to  Utica 
by  the  Ya\c  Canal.  The  railroad  was  opened  Irom 
Schenectady  to  Utica  that  fall.  The  trip  by  rail  from 
Utica  to  Albany  occupied  a  wholj  night.  After 
working  about  two  years  at  his  trade  he  went  into 
business  for  himself,  which  he  followed  until  1849. 

In  1 85 1,  he  opened  a  shoe  store  in  Fulton  street, 
Brooklyn,  opposite  the  City  Hall.    In  1852,  he  re- 
82 


turned  to  Albany  and  opened  a  store  at  his  old 
stand  on  South  Pearl  street,  where  he  remained 
nineteen  years,  successfully  engaged  in  buying 
boots  and'  shoes  on  the  ready  cash  system  and  in- 
vesting his  surplus  in  productive  real  estate. 

When  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he 
bought  a  large  stock  of  boots  and  shoes,  selling 
them  rapidly  at  war  prices.  The  profits  he  in- 
vested in  Government  bonds,  in  real  estate,  chiefly 
in  Kenwood,  and  in  stores  on  Pearl  street.  He 
continued  in  the  retail  shoe  trade  a  few  years  after 
the  war.  Since  1871  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
works  of  benevolence,  and  in  the  care  of  the  wealth 
which  his  shrewdness,  energy  and  economy  have 
placed  in  his  trust.  The  wisdom  of  his  investments 
has  been  well  attested  by  time  and  experience. 

With  a  minute  knowledge  of  the  alTairs  of  the 
city,  with  open  ears,  and  a  keen  eye  to  the  main 
chance,  taking  counsel  of  himself,  he  is  well  known 
as  a  prompt,  reliable  man  of  business,  and  a  firm 
friend  and  supporter  of  law  and  order. 
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His  lack  of  early  opportunities  for  education  has 
largely  been  supplied  by  native  tact  and  keen  ob- 
servation. In  the  year  1S50,  with  a  laudable  de- 
sire to  make  up  early  deficiencies,  he  left  his  trade 
for  a  time  and  devoted  some  of  his  earnings,  under 
a  skillful  instructor,  in  acquiring  a  good  practical 
knowledge  of  arithmetic  and  book-keeping  and 
other  branches  most  needed  in  daily  life. 

It  is  a  matter  of  honest  satisfaction  to  IMr.  Saw- 
yer to  be  able  to  say  to  the  }  0ung  of  to-day,  that  he 
never  used  intoxicating  drinks,  never  used  tobacco 
in  any  form,  and  never  attended  a  circus  or  a 
theatre. 

In  matters  of  public  policy  he  was  an  active  anti- 
slavery  man,  and  has  ever  been  a  decided  friend  of 
the  American  policy  of  encouraging  and  protecting 
home  labor,  sustaining  free  schools,  and  treating 
every  honest  citizen  as  an  equal  before  the  law. 
During  the  canvass  that  resulted  in  electing 
Abraham  Lincoln,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
of  the  "Wide  Awakes"  that  did  suck  effective 
service.  . 

In  religious  preferences  Mr.  Sawyer  is  a  decided 
Baptist.  In  1840,  he  united  with  the  Pearl  Street 
(now  Emmanuel)  Baptist  Church,  while  Elder  Jacob 
Knapp  was  assisting  Rev.  Dr.  B.  T.  Welch.  In 
1871,  he  removed  his  church  relations  to  the  Cal- 
vary Church. 

His  interest  in  the  Sabbath  School  and  mission 
work  of  the  Baptist  Church  has  been  great  and  con- 
stant for  many  years.  To  it  he  has  given  much 
time  and  toil  and  money.  July  29,  1866,  the  Ken- 
wood Chapel,  which  was  started  in  1864,  was  duly 
dedicated.  Rev.  Dr.  ^Nlagoon  preaching  the  ser- 
mon. This  he  gave  to  the  .\lbany  ]3aptist  [Nlission- 
ary  Union  as  a  chapel  for  church  purposes  forever. 
On  the  day  of  its  dedication  the  cars  of  the  Albany 
Railway  made  the  tirst  trip  to  Kenwood.  The 
Sunday  School  here  numbers  about  100. 

The  Robin  Street  Baptist  Chapel  was  established 
by  Mr.  Sawyer  in  the  German  I3aptist  Church  on 
Washington  avenue,  November  4,  1866,  and  re- 
moved to  the  Robin  Street  Baptist  Chapel,  into  a 
building  formerly  used  as  a  cabinet  factory,  which 
he  had  purchased  and  remodeled  for  that  purpose, 
April  7,  1872,  as  an  Independent  Sunday  School. 
Toils  interests  he  has  ever  given  his  most  watchful 
,care.    The  school  now  numbers  about  300. 

The  Madison  Avenue  Chapel  was  purchased  by 
him  for  Sunday  School  purposes  in  the  spring  of 
1867.  The  school  was  started  August  4,  1867, 
and  placed  in  charge  of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 
It  has  about  150  members. 

-  Mr.  Sawyer  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  most 
active  workers  for  the  establishment  of  the  Home 
for  .•Xged  Men,  in  soliciting  subscriptions,  organiz- 
ing, and  in  selecting  its  location.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  P>oard  of  Trustees.  He  has  often 
addressed  audiences  of  young  and  old  in  exhorta- 
tion and  textual  discourse.  His  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures,  his  zealous  spirit,  his  iiervous  and 
rather  eccentric  manner,  have  made  these  addresses 
effective. 

Mr.  Sawyer  was  united  in  mr.rriage  with  Catha- 
rine Blakeman,  of  .Mbany,  June  28,  1S43.  Their 


surviving  children  are  Catharine,  Agnes,  Mary,  and 
Jeannett,  who  married  ^ilichaelT.  Adams,  Decem- 
ber 13,  18S2. 

BOOKSELLERS. 

Among  the  earliest  booksellers  in  Albany  are 
William  Seymour;  D.  K.  Van  Vechlen;  Obadiah 
Penniman,  who  came  to  Albany  under  the  great 
printer,  Isaiah  Thomas;  C.  R.  &  G.  Webster;  E. 
l\:  E.  Horsford,  who  kept  a  store  at  ico  State  street, 
closed  about  1S28;  E.  F.  Backus,  who  made  a 
specialty  of  lav.-  books;  Daniel  Steele  &  Son,  cn 
Broadway,  north  of  Hudson  avenue,  who  kept  the 
largest  and  best  assortment  of  books  outside  of  New 
York  City.  Daniel  Steele  died  in  1828,  and  was 
succeedeid  by  his  son,  Oliver.  In  1S36,  the  firm 
of  Steele  &  Durrie  was  formed,  succeeded,  in  1849, 
by  S.  R.  Gray  and  W.  B.  Sprague,  Jr.,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Gray  &  Sprague.  In  1855,  the  firm 
was  dissolved,  when  S.  R.  Gray  became  the  sole 
proprietor  and  has  so  remamed.  The  present 
marble  front  building,  42  and  44  State  street,  was 
j  built  by  Mr.  Gray  in  1874,  and  covers  an  area  of 
35  X  100  feet,  where  he  deals  in  a  large  and  varied 
i  .  stock  of  books  and  stationery. 

A  unique  business  in  the  book  line  is  that  of 
Joseph  Lord,  who  during  the  year  1844,  while 
plying  his  trade  of  shoemaker,  began  to  deal  in 
stationery  in  a  small  way.  About  1856,  Mr.  Lord's 
business  had  grown  to  such  proportions  that  he 
gave  up  his  shoemaking  trade  and  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  the  book  and  stationery  business. 
In  1869,  he  built  his  present  store,  No.  19  Philip 
street,  where  he  carries  a  large  stock  of  the  old  and 
rare  book«,  and  the  latest  publications  of  books 
and  periodicals.  . 

S.  W.  Johnson,  Samuel  Shaw,  and  E.  W.  Skin- 
ner k  Co.,  were  prominent  in  the  bookselling  busi- 
ness in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century. 

Webster  &  Skinner  was  another  old  firm.  They 
]   kept  a  store  at  the  i',lm  Tree  corner.    They  did 
an  extensive  publishing  business  until  about  1838, 
when  they  went  out  of  business. 

B.  D.  Packard  conducted  a  book  store  at  71 
State  street,  about  1S20.  He  was  succeeded,  in 
1828,  by  the  firm  of  Packard,  Hoffman  c^i:  White, 
which  was  succeeded,  in  1S33,  by  Elias  Gates,  who 
went  to  Troy  about  1850,  where  he  did  a  large 
business. 

J.  Orville  Taylor,  in  1836,  carried  on  the  book- 
selling business  in  Albany.  He  was  succeeded  by 
James  Henry  in  1840. 

Joseph  IVIcDonough  is  chiefly  engaged  in  selling 
antique  books.  His  store,  No.  30  North  Pearl 
j  street,  is  the  headquarters  for  the  lovers  of  old 
I  books.  His  stock  embraces  a  varied  assortment 
!  of  the  antique  in  literature,  and  few  booksellers 
!  know  more  about  the  contents  of  their  books, 
i  D.  R.  Niver  makes  a  specialty  of  Sabbath-school 
!  and  juvenile  publications:  1-',.  H.  Bender,  on  State 
j  street,  has  long  been  a  well-known  bookseller;  and 
i  Edwin  Ellis  tV-  Co.,  succeeded  by  B.  &  J.  B.  Sanders. 
I  keep  a  well-stocked  and  popular  book  store  at  19 
'   North  Pearl  street. 


COMMERCIAL  IXTERESTS  OF  ALBAXV.  651 


BILL  POSl'IXG. 

The  printing  of  the  handsome  show  bills  heralding 
the  coming  of  theatrical  troups,  etc.,  has  grown  to 
to  be  very  extensive  in  this  country.  The  posting 
of  most  of  these  bills  is  done  by  Frederick  A. 
Keeler,  No.  15  Green  street,  -who  owns  most  of  the 
prominent  bill  boards  in  the  city.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  this  business  for  many  years,  and  the 
name  of  "Keeler,  the  bill-poster,"  has  become  as 
familiar  as  any  name  in  the  city.  It  is  only  a  few 
years  since  the  death  of  Capt.  John  Smith,  who  was 
once  a  theatrical  manager,  and  always  a  worthy 
man.  He  was  for  many  years  the  leading  bill- 
poster of  the  city. 

SALOONKEEPERS.  ■  •  ' 

The  following  are  proprietors  of  liquor  saloons 
at  the  places  designated:  P.  Lasch,  395  South 
Pearl;  John  Brannigan,  Hudson  avenue,  corner 
Grand;  John  G.  Gannan,  60  Beaver  street;  and 
Thomas  W.  Dwyer,  276  South  Pearl  street.  John 
J.  Garrity  is  the  proprietor  of  a  restaurant  at  241 
Hudson  avenue. 

There  are,  besides  the.-e,  saloons  of  every  grade 
in  Albany,  from  the  sumptuously  fitted  bar-room 
to  the  modest  place  devoted  to  the  sale  of  lager 
beer. 

WINES  AND  LIQUORS. 

■  The  store  of  William  |.  Hill,  importer  and 
wholesale  dealer  in  wines  and  liquors,  was  founded 
in  1869,  who  holds  a  prominent  position  in  this  line 
of  trade  in  Albany.  His  premises  at  96  Madison 
avenue  consist  of  a  three-story  building,  25  x  90  feet 
in  dmiensions,  which  aftbrds  ample  accommoda- 
tion for  a  large  and  complete  assortment  of  foreign 
and  domestic  liquors.  He  imports  foreign  wines, 
brandies,  gins,  etc.,  direct  from  the  producers. 
]\Ir.  Hill  has  resided  in  Albany  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  where  he  is  well  known  and  gener- 
ally esteemed. 

RI.  D.  Holbrook,  524  Broadway,  deals  largely 
in  best  California  wines,  and  keeps  a  hne  assort- 
ment of  other  liquors.  P.  Cushman  &  Co.  have 
long  been  in  the  business,  and  have  earned  a  widely 
extended,  well  established  reputation  for  integrity 
and  intelligence.  E.  Schell,  312  Broadway,  sells 
wines  from  his  own  vineyard  in  California,  and 
keeps  the  best  of  liquors  for  medical  and  domestic 
use.  Charles  Tracer,  20  State  street,  succeeds  his 
father,  John  Tracey,  who  established  the  business 
in  1838,  as  rectifying  distiller  and  dealer  in  choice 
liquors. 

W.  H.  Livingston.  76  State  street,  succeeds  his 
father,  Hiram  Living-don,  a  dealer  in  the  best 
varieties  of  wines  and  li(|uors.  Mr.  I>ivingston,  Sr., 
was  a  native  of  Albany,  born  in  18  14,  long  a  {pop- 
ular hotel-kee[)er,  and  a  worthy  member  of  the 
honored  Livingston  family.     He  died  in  1879. 

The  retail  licjuor  stores  of  Albany  are  very  nu- 
merous, and,  as  is  now  universally  the  ca.se,  every 
drug  store  deals  in  wines  and  liquors  for  medicinal 
and  domestic  use. 


ALBANY  HOTELS. 

THf2  earliest  hotel  of  much  importance  in  Al- 
bany was  the  City  Tavern,  known  later  as 
Lewis'  Tavern.  It  was  said  to  have  been  built  as 
early  as  1667  by  one  of  the  Schuyiers.  It  stood 
on  the  corner  of  State,  and  what  was  then  a  narrow 
arched  passage  on  the  south  side  of  South  Pearl 
street,  and  was  removed  in  1856,  when  the  latter 
street  was  opened.  Its  interior  finish  was  elaborate 
for  that  day.  It  continued  to  be  the  leading  hotel 
until  the  Tontine  Coffee  House  was  built  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.  Here  Robert 
Lewis  became  famous  as  a  landlord.  He  died 
June  17,  1798,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Stewart,  during  the  proprietorship  of  whom  it  was 
the  daily  resort  of  the  leading  citizens  of  leisure, 
and  of  all  distinguished  visitors  of  that  day.  Im- 
portant deliberative  meetings  were  held  there. 

The  King's  Arms  Tavern  was  a  well  known  hotel 
prior  to  the  Revolution.  It  stood  on  what  is  now 
the  corner  of  Green  and  Beaver  streets.  It  bore  the 
device  of  the  King's  Arms,  which,  during  the  Rev- 
ulution.  became  very  obnoxious  to  the  Sons  of 
Liberty.  I\Iany  was  the  threatening  glance  cast  at 
the  royal  emblem  by  the  patriots.  At  length  the 
hostile  feeling  culminated  in  an  open  attack  upon 
it  by  the  populace,  who  tore  it  down  and  burned  it 
at  the  foot  of  State  street  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
concourse  of  people,  amid  cheers  of  patriots  and 
the  execration  and  hisses  of  the  Tories. 

At  one  time  it  was  known  as  the  Albanv  CotTee 
House.  In  181  2  it  was  kept  by  a  Mr.  Ladd.  In 
1820  it  was  opened  by  Christopher  Dunn,  and 
afterwards  known  as  Dunn's  City  Coffee  House. 
?*Ir.  Dunn  was  a  jolly  and  popular  landlord.  He 
came  to  Albany  from  New  England  about  1S03, 
and  died  in  1830,  aged  67  years.  This  hotel  was 
torn  down  when  the  street  was  widened.  During 
the  days  of  coach  travel  it  was  a  famous  resort, 
where  all  the  stages  sto{)ped. 

The  Tontine  Coffee  House  in  State  street  was 
built  about  1795,  '^^'^  many  years  was  the  prin- 
cipal hotel  in  the  city.  Worth  refers  to  it  in  1803  as 
the  only  one  worth  naming.  In  1798  it  was  kept 
by  the  old  stage  properietor,  Ananias  Piatt,  who 
was  succeeded,  in  1803,  by  Matthew  Gregorv,  one 
of  the  most  famous  landlords  of  his  day.  He  was 
born  in  Wilton,  Conn.,  August  21,  1757,  and 
died  in  Albany,  June  4,  1848.  He  held  commis- 
sions, and  served  with  honor  during  the  whole  \\"ar 
of  the  Revolution.  He  became  proprietor  of  the 
Eagle  Tavern  in  1S06,  and  having  acquired  a  for- 
tune, in  1814  he  bought  and  occupied  the  Ccn- 
gress  Hall  propertv.  He  was  a  careful  citizen,  sup- 
porting all  good  objects.  He  wasalwavs  connected 
in  some  official  position  with  local  matters  of  busi- 
ness, religion,  and  benevolence.  The  Tontine 
House  was  the  resort  of  leading  politicians  and  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  State. 

Congress  Hall,  which  stood  on  the  corner  of 
Park  Place  and  Washington  street,  was  removed  in 
1878,  to  prepare  a  site  for  the  New  Capitol.  For 
more  than  half  a  century  it  was  the  chief  hotel  of  the 
city.     For  many  )ears  it  was  kept  by  Leverett 
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Criittendcn,  by  whose  name  ihe  hotel  was  best 
known.  He  was  born  in  Guilford,  Conn. ,  and 
died  in  Bridgeport,  July  \\,  1S38,  aged  67  years. 
Mr.  C'ruttenilen  was  a  man  of  reiding  and  of  ready 
and  brilliant  humor,  and  from  his  talents  and  great 
popularity  was  usually  one  of  the  after-dinner  so- 
cial circles.  His  hotel  was  the  headquarters  of  the 
legal  fraternity,  members  of  the  T.egislature,  and  all 
distinguished  travelers.  Here  Lafliyette  was  enter- 
tained during  his  stiy  in  Albany  in  1S24.  Thesign 
of  the  hou^e  was  the  well  remembered  picture  of 
Washington.  Adam  Blake  was  the  last  pruprietor 
of  this  hotel. 

The  Eagle  Hotel  was  another  one  of  the  earlier 
hotels  of  note  in  Albany.  It  stood  on  Hamilton 
street,  near  the  dock,  and  was  destroyed  by  the  fire 
of  1848,  after  which  stoies  were  built  upon  its  site. 
In  18 ID,  Commodore  Perry  was  tendered  a  recep- 
tion at  this  house  in  honor  of  his  naval  victory. 
Matthew  Gregory,  Leverett  Cruttenden,  H.  H. 
Crane  and  H.  Bamman  were  at  different  periods 
proprietors  of  this  house. 

The  Adclphi  Hotel  was  a  popular  res:)rt  in  the 
last  part  of  preceding  and  the  fore  part  of  the  pres- 
ent century.  It  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  Commercial  Bank,  and  was  torn  down  in 
1816. 

Crosby's  Hotel,  corner  Beaver  and  South  Pearl, 
was  a  well-known  resort  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
present  century.  It  was  a  queer  building  in  archi- 
tecture. It  contained  a  large  room,  called  the 
long  room,  suitable  for  large  gatherings,  where  mili- 
tary companies  and  civic  societies  were  frequently 
entertained.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the 
Clinton  Hotel  was  built  upon  its  ruins. 

The  Mansion  House  [Market  street,  almost  op- 
posite the  steamboat  landing,  was  another  hotel 
worthy  of  mention  in  the  early  history  of  Albany. 
Among  its  early  proprietors  were  the  well-known 
landlords,  Sidney  Chapin,  Hugh  Cruikshank,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Skinner  and  F.  Lathrop.  The  site  of 
this  hotel  is  now  occupied  by  the  Ransom  iron- 
front  store.  For  a  short  time  it  was  called  the  City 
Hotel. 

The  Albion  Hotel,  which  used  to  stand  on  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Herkimer  street,  was  made 
memorable  as  the  place  where  the  great  fire  of  1848 
started,  caused  by  a  washerwoman's  bonnet  taking 
fire. 

In  182S,  Nathaniel  S.  Skinner  left  the  Mansion 
House  on  Market  street,  and  took  the  house  ad- 
joining the  Commercial  Bank,  and  converted  it 
into  a  hotel  long  known  as  Skinner's  [Mansion 
House.  In  1856  it  was  sold,  and  Van  Heusen  k 
Charles  erected  a  store  on  the  site. 

The  present  American  Plotel  was  established 
many  years  ago.  It  is  located  100  State  street.  In 
1832  John  Thomas  was  proprietor.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  it  was  conducted  by  C.  N.  Bement,  an 
efficient  landlord,  ami  well  known  to  the  traveling 
public  forty  years  ago.  The  present  proprietors  are 
Babcock  &  Hopkins. 

During  the  period  of  the  greatest  travel  over  the 
Great  Western  Turnpike,  a  few  years  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  Erie  Canal,  Albany  was  an  advan- 


tageous site  for  hotels.  For  a  distance  of  a  few 
miles  beyond  Albany  there  were  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  taverns.  The  father  of  the  Hon.  Eli  Perry 
lor  many  years  during  this  period  kept  a  hotel 
on  the  corner  of  Washington  avenue  and  Swan 
street. 

The  Stanwi.x,  on  Broadway,  corner  of  Maiden 
'lane,  was  opened  as  a  hotel  in  1844.  The  building 
was  originally  erected  in  1833  for  business  offices, 
and  was  four-stoiies  high,  the  front  built  of  Quincy 
granite.  It  stands  on  the  site  of  the  house  where 
General  Gansevoort,  the  hero  of  Fort  Stanwix,  was 
born.  The  main  building  was  formerly  surmounted 
by  a  hemispherical  dome,  forty-eight  feet  in  diam- 
eter,said  to  have  been  at  that  time,  in  form,  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  world.  Underneath  this  dome 
was  a  large  hall,  si.xty  feet  high,  finished  in  the 
Grecian  Ionic  order.  The  first  proprietors  were 
Wheeler  &  Bromley.  The  present  proprietor  is 
Cebra  Quackenbush. 

The  Delavan  House  was  erected  by  E.  C.  Dela- 
van,  on  the  site  of  a  hotel  of  the  same  name,  in 
1845,  at  a  cost  of  $200,000.    It  was  opened  as  a 
temperance  house  by  Nathaniel  Rogers,  of  Boston, 
in  1 84 5.    Since  then  the  proprietors  who  have 
been  prominently  connected  with  this  house  are 
I  Charles  E.  Lcland  and  Theophilus  Roessle.  The 
I  present  proprietors  are  T.  Roessle,  Son  &  Co. 
I      The  Delavan  House  has  since  its  erection  taken 
I  a  front  rank  among  the  best  hotels  in  the  State. 
It  is  the  resort  of  a  large  number  of  members  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  leading  State  politicians. 
For  years  most  of  the  political  work  attending  the 
organization  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  has  been 
done  within  its  walls.     The  reputation  of  the 
house  as  a  first-class  hotel  is  well  maintained  by 
the  present  proprietors. 

Ihe  principal  hotels  in  Albany  at  the  time  of 
the  opening  of  the  Delavan  House  were  the  Stan- 
wix Hall,  [^lansion,  Townsend,  American.  Con- 
gress Hall,  City,  Eagle,  and  the  Franklin  House — 
all  well-conducted  hotels.  The  Townsend  Hotel 
was  afterwards  changed  to  the  Globe,  aijd  kept  as 
a  temperance  house  by  [Mr.  Brayton.  It  is  now 
ably  conducted  by  ex-Sheriff  James  A.  Houck. 

The  present  Mansion  House,  387  Broadway, 
conducted  by  William  Thompson,  is  the  third  of 
■  that  name. 

The  Kenmore  Hotel  was  erected  in  1S78,  and 
was  run  until  the  time  of  his  death  by  Adam 
Blake,  a  colored  gentleman,  a  worthy  and  respected 
;  citizen,  and  first-class  caterer  for  the  public.  At 
\  one  time  he  was  proprietor  of  Congress  Hall, 
j  Since  his  death  the  hotel  has  been  successfully  and 
I  admirably  managed  by  his  widow.  This  house 
I  enjoys  a  first-class  patronage  and  is  one  of  the  best 
I  equipped  hotels  in  the  city. 

Besides  the  hotels  mentioned,  the  following  are 
worthy  of  notice:   Hotel  Brunswick,  530  to  538 
Broadway,  George  C.  Gale,  proprietor;  Hotel  Fort 
j  Orange,  40  and  42  Beaver  street,  Mrs.  Y..  Engel, 
i  proprietress;  the  Belvidere  House,  39  Beaver  street, 
t  Mrs.  E.  Zeller,  proprietress;  Hotel  Germania,  34 
Beaver  street,  is  conducted  by  Mrs.  J.  Bissikum- 
I  mer,  daughter  of  John  Wachter,  who  kept  the 
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National  Hotel  on  Broadway,  the  first  German 
hotel  in  Albany. 

The  principal  hotel  in  West  Albany  is  the 
Drovers'  I'.xchange,  of  which  Richard  Scully  is 
proprietor. 

THEOPHILUS  ROESSLE 

was  born  near  Stutts^ardt,  in  the  Kinq^dom  of  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  .Alarch  19,  rSi  i.  His  father  was 
a  contractor  and  a  market-gardener  and  vigneron,  I 
and  a  man  of  importance  in  his  community.  Like 
all  the  children  in  his  native  kingilom,  young 
Rccssle  received  a  good  education,  and  from  his 
early  boyhood  he  was  familiar  with  the  peculiarides 
and  cultivation  of  plants — for  the  uses  of  the  plow, 
spade,  hoe  and  pruniiig-knife  were  made  known  to 
him  in  turn,  as  he  became  large  enough  to  be  of 
service  on  the  farm.  He  was  born  with  a  spirit  of 
venture  and  enterprise,  and  early  conceived  a  strong 
desire  to  visit  the  New  World,  of  whose  wondrous 
opportunities  he  had  heard  so  much,  and  in  1825, 
when  only  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  came  to 
this  country.  He  had  relatives  in  Boston  and  New 
York,  to  whom  he  made  a  brief  visit,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  he  set  out  to  see  the  country  at  large. 
Civilization  was  much  more  circumscribed  in  its 
boundaries  in  the  New  World  than  it  is  now,  and 
Rochester,  N.  Y. ,  was  only  a  small  place  on  the 
Western  frontier.  With  another  lad  he  found  his 
way  thither,  but  at  Utica  the  baggage  of  both  was 
Ic^st,  and  they  were  left  penniless  in  a  land  of 
strangers.  His  companion  sickened  and  died  in 
Rc»chester,  and  young  Roessle,  dispirited  and  care- 
worn, painfully  trudged  back  on  foot  to  Utica,  in 
the  bare  hope  of  recovering  his  lost  trunk.  It  was 
a  fruitless  errand,  however,  and  he  turned  his  face 
toward  Albany  again.  For  many  a  weary  day  he 
walked  in  his  worn  shoes,  without  a  change  of  rai- 
ment or  a  penny  in  his  pocket,  a  strange  lad  in  a 
country  where  he  could  not  make  his  commonest 
wants  known  except  by  signs.  He  arrived  at  length, 
foot-sore  and  wearv, 'at  the  last  toll-gate  on  "the 
.Schenectady  turnpike,  and  while  he  was  speculat- 
iiig  on  his  chances  for  a  breakfast,  a  farmer  drove 
his  team  up  to  the  door  of  a  tavern  close  at  hand, 
and.  beckoning  the  lad  to  him,  got  him  to  hold  his 
horses  while  he  went  in  to  eat  his  breakfast.  For 
this  service  the  boy  was  paid  a  sixpence,  an  insig- 
lulicant  sum,  yet  it  was  the  foundation  of  a  fortune. 

Arris-cd  in  Albany,  young  Roessle  met  a  little 
pirl  selling  matches,' and  inquiring  of  her  fur  her 
l.ithcr,  wa.s  led  to  a  dirty  room  in  a  dirtv  street, 
v^iicre  the  girls  father,  an  old  Swiss,  and  his  wife 
•ind  bcveral  children  slept  on  straw.  Roessle  ob- 
tJined  the  privilege  of  a  nights  lodging,  and  the 
next  morning,  finding  that  a  few  inches  of  snow 
''•td  iallcn  during  the  night,  he  borrowed  a  shovel 
"I  the  old  man  and  went  out  to  earn  some  money. 
Ho  made  a  dollar  and  a  half  that  day,  and  the  next 
earned  a  like  sum  by  sawing,  splitt;ng  and  piling 
^j'^ie  hrcwood.  He  then  got  a  job  of  sawing  a  | 
^  .Jen  cords  of  wood  for  an  old  Dutch  dominie, 
*'/  vy'^^  ^^''^s  engaged  at  this  work,  the  attention 
"•  "Id  Dr.  Peter  \\'endell  being  attracted  to  the 


diligence  of  the  lad,  a  bargain  was  made  by  which 
Roessle  was  to  have  his  board,  two  suits  of  clothes 
and  $40  in  cash  per  annum,  in  return  for  sweeping 
out  the  doctor's  office  and  riding  his  rounds  with 
him.  He  was  thus  employed  nearly  four  years, 
and  then  went  out  to  a  small  farm  on  the  Western 
Turnpike,  which  he  leased  for  a  term  of  years  from  his 
employer.  He  now  bei^an  market-gardening  on  a 
small  scale,  feeling  his  way  and  using  his  little  capital 
to  the  best  advantige.  An  English  landscape  gar- 
dener named  Sears  took  board  with  him,  and  Roessle 
employed  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  long  win- 
ter evenings  to  learn  as  much  of  Sears'  beautiful 
profession  as  he  could.  The  following  spring  he 
was  employed  to  lay  out  the  place  of  Mr.  John 
Prentice,  and  the  work  was  so  well  done  that  a 
number  of  lucrative  jobs  were  in  succession  offered 
to  and  accepted  by  him.  Uniting  the  two  trades, 
working  hard  early  and  late,  and  living  with  the 
strictest  frugality,  Roessle  accumulated  property 
and  bettered  his  circumstances  by  slow  degrees. 
The  quality  of  his  vegetables  became  at  last  so  well 
known  that  his  marketing  business  increased,  until 
he  was  forced  to  abandon  landscape  gardening  al- 
together. Celery  was  his  heaviest  crop,  for  he  not 
only  retailed  but  jobbed  it  out  in  Albany,  sold  it  at 
wholesale  to  other  gardeners,  and  supplied  Wash- 
ington and  Fulton  Markets  in  New  York,  the  river 
boats,  the  Saratoga  hotels,  the  Catskill  ^Mountain 
House,  and  the  City  of  Schenectady.  From  1835 
to  1840  he  sold  an  average  of  a  thousand  bunches  a 
day.  It  is  probable  that  he  could  raise  then  as 
fine  a  crop  of  celery  as  he  has  raised  since,  but  as  he 
could  never  succeed  in  keeping  it  over  winter,  he 
was  no  better  off  than  his  neighbors.  It  was  only 
after  flulures,  losses  and  disappointments  that  he 
discovered  the  simple  expedients  detailed  in  "  How 
to  Cultivate  and  Preserve  Celery,"  a  useful  little 
volume  which  was  issued  in  1S60  as  the  first  of  a 
series  of  "Hand-books  on  the  Cultivation  of  Culi- 
nary \'egetables. "  Mr.  Roessle's  gardening  was 
begun  on  seven  acres,  but  as  his  sales  increased 
he  leased  other  land,  and  used  successively  fifty, 
a  hundred,  and  a  hundred  and  sixteen  acres. 

In  1S40,  he  bought  his  place  on  Central  avenue, 
where  he  has  built  one  of  the  most  elegant  and 
comfortable  residences  in  Albany,  in  the  midst  of 
a  great  expanse  of  land  which  is  under  cultivation 
in  season,  and  is  supplied  with  the  latest  and  most 
extensive  facilities  for  veget.ible  cultivation.  Thus 
Mr.  Roessle  is  enabled  to  provide  a  home  supj^ly 
of  vegetables  to  the  various  hotels  with  which  his 
name  has  become  associated,  and  do  considerable 
m a rk e t-gard e n  i n g  b esi des. 

After  a  time,  notwithstanding  the  success  which 
had  crowned  his  efforts  in  Ameiica,  the  desire  of 
]\Ir.  Roessle  to  again  behold  his  native  land  and 
the  faces  of  his  kindred  grew  so  strong  within  him, 
that  he  was  impelled  to  make  a  visit  to  the  father- 
land. He  visited  his  family  near  Stuttgardt,  and 
made  a  tour  of  Europe.  What  he  saw  abroad  made 
him  still  more  firmly  believe  that  America  was  the 
land  best  adapted  to  poor  and  energetic  men.  The 
trip  cost  him  all  his  money,  except  a  bare  hundred 
dollars,  with  which  he  got  back  to  Albany.  His 
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credit  was  so  good  that  lie  had  no  trouble  to  get 
what  land  he  needed,  and  he  went  to  work  again 
in  good  earnest.  That  }-ear  there  was  a  severe 
drought  in  Southern  New  York,  and  vegetables 
were  very  scarce  and  very  dear  in  the  market. 
With  characteristic  shrewdness,  Mr.  Roessle  bought 
up  all  the  crops  about  him  in  advance,  and  from 
their  sale  and  that  of  his  own  produce  realized  a 
clear  profit  of  $2,000.  This  made  him  again  a 
free  man,  and  he  has  kept  so  ever  since,  ranking 
high  to-day  among  the  wealthy  citizens  of  Albany. 

In  1849  he  opened  negotiations  for  the  lease  of 
the  Delavan  House.  At  that  time  the  hotel  was 
poorly  conducted  on  a  cheap  plan  by  a  man  against 
whom  Mr.  Roessle  had  a  claim  considerable  in 
amount  on  account  of  vegetables  furnished  him. 
and  with  whom  he  became  joint  owner  of  the  lease 
of  the  house.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before 
Mr.  Roessle  became  sole  owner  of  the  lease,  and 
he  then  inaugurated  the  system  which  has  since 
made  the  house  one  of  the  most  famous  hotels  in 
the  United  States.  He  made  improvements  of  all 
kinds  constantly  until  he  had  realized  his  own  lib- 
eral idea  of  what  a  hotel  should  be,  and  began  to 
reap  wealth  as  his  reward.  In  1865  he  disposed  of 
his  lease  to  Mr.  Charles  E.  Leiand,  but  repossessed 
himself  of  it  in  1882.  In  the  meantime,  in  1S66, 
he  had  bought  the  Hotel  Fort  William  Henry  at 
Lake  George,  and  in  .iS69  assumed  control  of 
the  Arlington  House  in  Washington,  D.  C,  thus 
becoming  as  extensively  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness as  almost  any  man  in  the  United  States,  and 
managing  first-class  houses  exclusively.  In  the 
management  of  these  great  enterprises  he  has  long 
been  ably  assisted  by  his  son,  Theophilus  E.  Roes- 
sle, and  his  grandson,  Edward  Roessle,  son  of  the 
latter.  The  business  is  now  carried  on  by  the  firm 
of  Theophilus  Roessle,  Son  &  Co.,  Mr.  Roessle, 
though  still  retaining  a  large  interest,  having  prac- 
tically retired  from  business.  The  Delavan  House 
is  ably  managed  by  ^Ir.  Edward  Roessle,  and  the 
Hotel  Fort  William  Henry  and  the  Arlington  House 
are  under  the  skillful  supervision  of  Mr.  Theophilus 
E.  Roessle. 

Mr.  Roessle  was  married  in  1831,  at  the  house 
of  his  early  and  staunch  friend.  Dr.  Wendell,  to  Miss 
Jane  Booth,  an  Englishwoman,  who  died  March  5, 
1850.  In  May,  185 1,  he  married  iMrs.  Maria 
Hurlburt,  who  is  still  living.  His  career  has  been 
a  remarkable  one,  and  may  be  fitly  pointed  to  as  an 
example  to  all  aspiring  young  men.  It  has  been  a 
career  in  which  industry,  integrity  and  perseverance 
have  wrought  their  allotted  tasks  and  reaped  their 
legitimate  rewards.  Mr.  Roessle's  life  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  life  well  spent  His  motto  through  life 
has  been,  "Honesty,  industry,  economv  and  en- 
durance." In  his  declining  years  he  numbers  his 
friends  by  thousands,  and  not  a  few  of  them  are 
among  the  foremost  men  of  our  land.  He  is  one 
who  sympathizes  with  the  struggling  poor,  and  it 
is  said  that  his  encouragement  of  such  worthy  ones 
has  many  times  gone  far  beyond  kind  words,  and 
that  m<)re  than  one  man  looks  gratefully  back  to 
the  time  when  in  Theophilus  Roessle  he  found  a 
friend  indeed.  Such  men  are  blessings  to  the  world, 


and  their  examples  cannot  but  inspire  the  faint- 
hearted with  courage,  and  make  still  braver  the  strong 
and  resolute.  No  one  begrudges  success  to  such 
men,  and  their  successes  always  bring  added  pros- 
perity to  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 
Every  step  ahead  that  they  make  opens  a  way  for 
the  advancement  of  many  who  are  less  self-reliant 
and  less  far-seeing. 

PUBLIC  HALLS. 

Albany  is  and  always  has  been  deficient  in  the 
number,  capacity,  and  architecture  of  its  public 
halls. 

The  old  Academy  of  Music  stood  in  South 
Pearl  street,  near  Beaver.  It  was  built  in  1S25, 
and  used  as  a  public  hall  and  theatre.  It  was  116 
feet  deep,  60  feet  wide,  and  40  feet  high.  The 
auditorium  consisted  of  a  pit  and  three  tiers  of 
boxes,  a  portion  of  the  upper  tier  being  used  as  a 
gallery.  The  stage  was  58  x  52  feet.  Bad  man- 
agement on  the  part  of  the  managers  caused  it  to 
be  closed  in  1839,  shortly  after  which  it  was  sold 
to  St.  Paul's  I'.piscopal  Church,  In  1862  it  was 
again  sold  to  ^Ir.  Trimble,  of  New  York,  who 
opened  it  as  a  public  theatre,  under  the  name  of 
Trimble's  Opera  Flouse  in  1S63.  It  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1868.  The  Leiand  C)pera  House  sprung 
from  its  ashes, 

Tweddle  Hall  was  built  in  i860,  and  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1881,  since  which  the  present  Tweddle 
building  was  erected  without  a  hall.  During  the 
years  of  its  existence,  Tweddle  Hall  was  the  favorite 
place  for  nearly  all  popular  lectures,  school  anni- 
versaries, and  other  large  public  gatherings  in  the 
city,  whether  of  a  social,  literary,  scientific,  mus- 
ical, political,  or  theatrical  nature.  Since  the  de- 
struction of  Tweddle  Hall,  Albany  has  had  no  hall 
ample  and  desirable  for  large  assemblies. 

Bleecker  Hall,  529  Broadway,  is  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  Burgesses  Corp;,  and  sometimes  used 
for  fairs  and  dancing  parlies. 

]Music  Hall  is  now  leased  and  occupied  by 
Jacobs  &  Procter,  although  it  once  competed  with 
Tweddle  Hall  for  patronage  of  the  same  class.  A 
Skating  Rink  on  Lark  street  has  lately  been  fitted 
up  to  aid  in  meeting  the  public  demand  for  a 
larger  hall.  There  are  many  halls  of  small  size 
adapted  to  societies,  clubs,  social  parties,  and  such 
like.  The  Female  Academy  and  the  High  School 
have  halls  for  their  own  convenience,  rarely  rented. 

In  earlier  times  the  hotels  had  halls  amply  large 
for  the  public  needs;  and,  for  some  purposes  the 
halls  of  State  and  city  building,  and  even  the  audi- 
ence sittings  of  churches,  were  occupied  by  public 
a.ssemblies. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  early  history  of  Albany,  from  the  grant- 
ing of  the  charter  in  168')  to  185  i,  the  maintenance 
of  order,  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Common  Council  had,  in  all  ordinary 
cases,  devolved  ujion  the  constables  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.    The  charier  of  16S6  pre- 
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scribed  that  one  high  constable  and  three  sub- 
bordinate  constables,  one  from  each  ward,  should 
be  yearly  appointed.  In  1737  the  number  was 
increased  to  two  constables  in  each  ward.  Among 
their  duties  were  tlie  collection  of  taxes,  the  keep- 
ing of  the  pound,  and  at  least  one  officer  was  re- 
quired to  be  on  duty  on  ."^unday.  For  many 
jtjars  no  regular  salary  was  attached  to  this 
office,  and  the  only  pay  received  consisted  of 
regulated  fees.  At  what  time  they  began  to  be 
salaried  offices  we  are  unable  to  learn.  The  first 
High  Constable  of  whom  we  have  record  was 
Anthony  Bries,  appointed  in  1696;  immediately 
following  him  were  William  Hogan  ami  Johannis 
Harmesen.  Constables  in  the  early  part  of  this 
century  began  to  be  designated  as  Police  Con- 
stables. In  1S27,  the  duties  of  these  officers  had 
so  increased  that  the  Constables  asked  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  increased  pay,  since  the  duties 
required  all  their  time. 

In  1810,  the  Police  Office  so-called,  was  located 
at  the  corner  of  Steuben  and  Montgomery  streets. 
In  i8i6itwas  removed  to  the  southwest  corner 
of  State-  and  Pearl  streets.  It  was  atlerward  re- 
moved to  the  basement  of  the  City  Hall,  where  it 
remained  until  1845,  when  it  was  ordered  by  the 
Common  Council  to  be  removed  to  Centre 
Market,  the  site  of  the  present  city  building,  the 
headquarters  of  the  present  Police  Department.  In 
1851,  the  laws  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a 
police  force  in  Albany  were  enacted,  under  which 
the  system  was  organized  practically  similar  to  its 
existence  to-day.  It  consisted  of  one  Chief,  four 
Captains,  four  Assistant-Captains,  forty  Policemen, 
four  Doormen,  and  six  Constables.  John  Morgan 
was  made  the  first  Chief  of  Police.  During  the 
first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  new  force,  1,067 
arrests  were  made.  The  expense  of  running  the 
department  for  1852  was  $27,000.  Under  the 
laws  of  1851  the  force  was  maintained  until  1S56, 
when  it  was  reorganized. 

The  Police  Department  is  now  under  the  entire 
control  of  the  Police  Board,  which  consists  of  the 
Mayor,  e.v  fl^/cw.  President,  and  four  Commissioners, 
two  of  each  party,  elected  to  serve  four  years.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Commissioner,  who  serves  as 
Secretary,  for  which  he  receives  a  yearlv  salary  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  they  serve  without  pay. 

The  city  is  divided  into  five  precincts,  each  of 
which  is  in  charge  of  a  Captain,  two  Sergeants, 
and  one  Roundsman.  The  First  Precinct  includes 
that  part  of  the  city  south  of  Hamilton  and  east  of 
Eagle  street,  extending  to  the  river  and  south  end 
of  the  city.  Force,  twenty-two  Patrolmen;  Station, 
No.  59  South  Ferry  street. 

The  Second  Precinct  line  extends  along  the 
river  from  Hamilton  to  Quackenbush  street,  up 
Quackenbush  and  Clinton  avenue  to  Lark,  through 
Lark  to  Spruce,  to  Eagle,  to  Hamilton,  to  the 
river.  Force,  twenty  Patrolmen;  Station,  City 
building.  Here  is  also  located  the  otlice  of  ll/e 
Chief  of  Police. 

The  Third  Precinct  includes  all  of  the  citv  north 
of  Clinton  and  east  of  Lexington  avenues.  Force, 
twenty-two  Patrolmen  ;  Station,  799  BroadM  ay. 


j  The  Fourth  Precinct  line  runs  from  Eagle 
I  through  Spruce  to  Lark,  thence  to  Clinton  avenue. 
!  to  Lexington  Avenue,  and  along  the  south  line  of 
j  the  city  to   Eagle.     Force,    twenty   Patrolmen  ; 

Station,  i  53  Lancaster  street, 
j      The  Fifth  Precinct  includes  all  that  part  of  the 
I  city  limits  west  of   Lexington    avenue.  Force, 
j  twelve  Patrolmen  ;  Station,  2S4  Central  avenue, 
j      The  entire  police  force  of  the  city  consists  of 
!  the  Chief,   salary  $2,500;  five  Captains,  salaries 
$1,200;  twelve  Sergeants,  salaries  $i,cco;  ninctv- 
one    Patrolmen,   salaries  S900 ;    five  Detectives, 
with  a  Captain;  five  Station-House  Keepers;  four 
Police  Court  officers;  one  Property  Clerk;  one 
Police  Surgeon;  total,  one  hundred  and  twentv-six 
men.    The  annual  expense  of  running  the  depart- 
ment is  about  5125,000.    l"he  number  of  arrests 
for  1S84  was  4,893,  of  which  1,940  were  for  drunk- 
enness ;  753  for  assaults  in  the  third  degree;  324 
breaches  of  the  peace  ;  231  for  vagrancy. 

In  1820,  the  duties  of  the  Police  Justices  had 
become  so  much  of  a  sinecure  in  the  estimation  of 
j  several  of  the  magistrates,  that  they  expressed  their 
I  willingness  to  perform  the  duties  without  salary, 
j  and  a  resolution  was  otTered  in  the  Common  Coun- 
j  cil  to  discontinue  the  payment  of  salary  to  that 
I  ofilcer.  But  the  resolution  was  lost  by  a  vote  of 
j  eleven  to  si.x.  The  Board  then  elected  Philip 
!  Phelps  and  Teunis  Slingerland,  Police  Magistrates. 

i  Afier  this  date  John  O.   Cole,  Kane,  Cicero 

i  Loveridge,  Isaac  'N.  Comstock.  Sylvanus  H.  LI. 
i  Parsons,  John  W.  McNamara,  William  K.  Clute, 
t  John  C.  Xott,  Myer  Nussbaum,  and  John  Gutman 
I  have  held  the  ofiice  of  Police  Justice.  Mr.  Clute 
I  has  held  it  for  many  years  so  judiciously  as  to  re- 
I  ceive  the  confidence  and  support  of  all  parties,  and 
I  continues  to  so  hold  it. 

j  John  Morgan,  Amos  Adams,  George  B.  John- 
1  son,  Campbell  Allen  (Superintendent  of  the  Old 

Capitol  Police),  John  Molloy.  and  Thomas  H. 

Willard  have  held  the  ofiice  of  Superintendent  or 

Chief  of  Police. 

The  Captains  and  Sergeants  have  been  too 
I  numerous  to  mention.  Among  the  best  known 
I  and  popular  we  may  name  John  Domery,  Robert 

Davidson,   Harmon  Bowers,  George  W.  Oliver, 

Michael  E.  Riley,  George  M.  Hagadom,  Frederick 

E.  Bailey,  Henry  C.  A.  Sauer. 

John  Orton  Cole,  than  .whom  no  one  so  long  or 
I  more  worthily  honored  the  post  of  Police  Justice. 

was  born  in  Sharon,  Conn,  October  5,  1793.  His 

father,  William  Cole,  served  in  the  Revolutionarv 
{  Army,  and  married  Thankful  Orton.  U'hile  he 
I  was  yet  a  mere  lad,  John  O.  Cole  removed,  with 
j  .his  parents,  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  lor  a 

short  time  resided  near  the  village  of  Catskill.  He 

then  removed  to  the  town  of  Duanesburgh.  At 

thirteen  years  of  age  young  Cole  came  to  Albany 
;  to  learn  the  printer's  trade  in  the  ofiice  of  Solomon 

Southwick.  The  simple  routine  of  the  printer  did 
I  not  satisfy  the  active  energies  of  his  mind,  and, 
]  while  working  at  his  case,  he  employed  much  of 
j  his  time  in  reading  law.     In  1S18,  alter  passing 

the  required  examination,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
i  Bar. 


i 
I 


G56 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  A/.BAXY. 


February  22,  1821,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  Justice  of  the  Justices'  Court  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Tliis  ollice  he  held  almost 
uninterruptedly  for  nearly  fifty  years.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  he  \\\\\  be  best  remembered.  Prior 
to  1846  the  office  was  appointive,  but  when  it  be- 
came elective,  he  was  nominated  for  his  former 
position  and  elected.  So  remarkable  was  his  fit- 
ness for  the  office;  so  faithfully  did  he  administer 
justice;  and  so  greatly  did  criminals  fear  him  and 
just  men  respect  him,  diat  party  lines  were  ignored, 
and  he  was  elected  many  times  without  opposition, 
la  June,  iS/O,  -dr.  Cole  tendcicd  Lis  resi^'nution 
as  Pohce  Magistrate  to  the  Common  Council,  an 
office  he  had  so  long  and  so  faithfully  filled. 

F"or  many  years  Mr.  Cole  was  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  Public  Schools  of  Albany  as  School 
Commissioner,  as  Member  and  President  of  t;  e 
Board  of  Educadon,  as  Member  and  President  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Schools.  In  all  these  poiiU(:>ns  he 
was  regarded  as  a  most  painstaking  official  and  a 
valued  friend  of  public  education  and  educators. 
The  present  High  .School  owes  its  existence  more 
to  his  exertions  than  to  those  of  any  one  man. 

At  an  early  age  ^Ir.  Cole  evinced  an  interest  in 
military  matters.  During  the  War  of  181 2  he  was 
a  Sergeant  in  Captain  Henry  Snyder's  Company. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Albany  Military  Associa- 
tion, and  a  member  of  General  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer's staff,  with  the  rank  of  Major.  It  was  in 
the  latter  capacity  he  accompanied  General  Lafay- 
ette during  his  tour  through  this  State.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  membeis  and  the  first  Captain 
of  the  Albany  Burgesses  Corps,  with  which  organi- 
zation he  remained  uutil  his  death. 

During  the  Civil  War  he  held  positions  under 
Governor  ]Morgan  relating  to  organizing  military 
companies,  and  was  often  consulted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor in  relation  to  military  matters.  In  the  Ma- 
sonic order  he  was  especially  prominent,  having 
been  connected  with  it  in  Albany  continuously 
from  1820. 

In  his  religious  life  he  evinced  the  same  thorough 
earnestness  that  was  shown  in  his  official.  In 
politics  he  was  never  a  partisan. 

In  181 7  I\Ir.  Cole  was  married  to  Eleanor  H. 
Sharp,  to  whom  four  children  were  born.  In  1830 
Mrs.  Cole  died,  and  in  1831  he  married  Adelaide 
Dougherty,  who  still  survives  him.  Thirteen  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  seven  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

Mr.  Cole  died  January  i,  1878,  respected  and 
esteemed  as  a  useful  citizen,  whose  long  life  had 
been  spent  in  honorable  deeds. 

When  the  Capital  Police  Department  was  organ- 
ized. Captain  Campbell  Allf.x  was  afipomted  first 
Superintendent,  and  discliarged  the  duties  of  his 
office  for  four  years  with  great  vigor  and  executive 
capacity. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  in  Nelson,  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  February  8,  1S30,  and  had  the  Yankee 
blood  of  Ethan  Allen,  and  the  Scotch-Irish  blood 
of  Richard  Montgomery  in  his  veins.  His  eager- 
ness for  knowledge  made  liim  a  constant  student 


of  the  English,  German  and  French  languages  and 
literature,  in  which  he  made  himself  a  proficient 
scholar.  He  was  very  fond  of  the  study  of  ethics, 
philology,  psychology  and  geography,  and  was 
familiar  with  such  writers  as  Herbert  Spencer,  John 
Stuart  ]Mill,  Hamilton,  Kant,  Voltaire  and  Hum- 
boldt. After  teaching  district  schools,  he  taught  in 
Cohoes,  and  afterwards  ten  years  in  the  Albany 
Grammar  Schools  with  marked  success.  In  1S61 
he  enlisted  in  the  Ellsworth  Regiment,  Forty- 
fourth  N.  Y.  S.  v.;  was  Captain  of  Company  F; 
served  four  years,  and  was  breveted  i\Iajor  for 
bravery  and  ability.  During  his  term  he  served 
some  time  as  Provost-Marshal  of  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps. 

He  was  a  useful  citizen  and  a  genial  and  faithful 
friend.  His  death  from  apoplexy  was  very  sudden, 
occurring  October  7,  1877. 

Captain  Francis  E.  Bailey  was  born  in  Coleraine, 
County  of  Antrim,  Ireland,  October  21,  1841.  He 
came  to  America  when  he  was  six  }ears  old,  and 
resided  with  his  parents  in  St. John's,  Philadelphia, 
New  York  City,  and  Toronto  until  the  death  of  his 
mother  in  1855.  Until  the  War  of  1861  he  was 
engiged  in  various  ventures  on  river  schooners,  on 
the  Erie  Canal,  on  the  farm,  and  on  voyages  by 
sea.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.  naval  service,  in 
which  he  honorably  and  bravely  served  lor  his 
three-yeais'  term  of  enlistment  on  the  frigate  Wa- 
bash, which  went  into  action  at  Hatteras  Inlet  and 
Port  Royal,  and  on  the  monitor  Montauk,  which 
was  several  times  in  hot  fights  in  Charleston  harbor. 
He  returned  to  Albany  and  worked  as  a  blacksmith 
until  he  was  appointed  Patrolman  on  the  Capital 
Police  Force  in  1S65,  upon  which  he  has  served 
with  uncompromising  fidelity  to  law  and  order  ever 
since.  He  has  followed  up  many  noted  criminals, 
whose  career  had  baffled  detective  skill,  and  arrested 
and  brought  them  to  justice.  He  has  held  the  rank 
of  Sergeant  of  Police  during  about  ten  years.  His 
whole  service  has  been  honorable  to  himself  and 
useful  to  the  city. 

Captain  George  W.  Oliver  was  born  in  Bethle- 
hem, Alban}  County,  I\Iay  29,  1S44.  Enlisted  in 
Forty-fourth  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  Ellsworth's  Regiment, 
September,  1861,  and  served  with  great  distinction 
as  Corporal  for  three  years  in  all  the  battles  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  including  Chancellorsville, 
i  Gettysburg,  and  Spottsylvania.  At  the  latter  place, 
when  he  saw  the  regimental  color-bearer  shot  down 
and  the  flag  in  danger,  he,  with  great  promptness 
and  daring,  ran  and  seized  it.  and  safely  bore  it 
aloft  until  the  batde  was  over.  He  has  served 
faithfully  as  Patrolman,  Sergeant  of  Police  and  Cap- 
tain in  the  Albany  Police  for  twenty  years  past 
without  a  blot  on  his  record. 

The  venerable  Elisha  Mack  deserves  special  men- 
tion.    We  prefer  that  he  speak  for  himself: 

"  Prof  TtNNF.v:  I  herewith  reply  to  your  kind  re- 
quest. I  was  born  on  the  7th  of  February,  iSii, 
in  Windsor,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  In  the  sj. ring 
of  1S12  my  parents  removed  to  a  village  in  the  town 
of  Watervliet,  known  as  Washington.  In  i8i6 
we  came  to  this  city.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1S19, 
I  my  mother  died,  and  I  was  sent  to  my  paternal 


MAYORS  OF  ALBA  AT. 


657 


J. parents  in  the  town  of  Middlefield,  Hamp- 
j.jrc  Cuunty,  INIass.,  where  I  lived  about  four  years, 
vi'ia-n  I  returned  to  my  father's  house.  I  attended 
i(,c  following  named  schools  in  this  city:  the  Lan- 
i  'l^ter,  MiiS  Jenks',  and  Mr.  IMoulton's.  When 
j|„.ut'  sixteen  years  old,  my  father  had  a  silver 
Kri-nch  watch  stolen.  A  few  days  after  the  occur- 
rence I  saw  two  young  men  en;,-aged  in  swapping 
•(.Itches.  I  approached  toward  one  of  the  men, 
»!iom  I  at  once  accosted:  'I  guess  you  can  tell 
[nc  where  my  father's  watch  is  ? '  The  watch  had 
a  picture  on  the  dial,  which  I  described.  The 
vtranger  told  me  he  had  seen  the  watch.  It  was 
thoieby  recovered. 

"In  1838  I  was  appointed  a  police  officer.  The 
jioHcc  records  kept  by  the  Magistrates— Cole,  Kane, 
C'omstock,  and  Loveridge — will  show  that  I  have 
been  of  service  by  making  important  arrests.  I 
.i!-certained  the  name  and  home  of  the  Pye  rob- 
ber. In  the  spring  of  1856  I  was  superseded  as 
a  police  officer  by  John  ^^laloy. 

"An  excellent  opportunity  shortly  after  oc- 
curred to  test  the  detective  qualifications  of  every 
member  of  the  Police  Force.  Chief  Morgan 
communicated  to  every  oflicer  that  two  remark- 
able forgeries  had  been  perpetrated  in  this  city — 
one  for  $4, coo  on  the  Bank  of  Albany,  and 
the  other  for  $3,000  on  the  Bank  of  the  Capitol. 
Some  six  weeks  had  elapsed  and  not  the  slightest 
clue  had  been  obtained  as  to  the  forger  or  his  ill- 
gained  funds.  I  was  sent  for  by  the  officers  of  the 
banks,  at  whose  request  I  took  the  case  in  hand, 
confident  of  success.  I  soon  obtained  sufficient 
evidence  to  make  it  almost,  if  not  quite,  certain 
that  one  William  Inglis,  of  F"ordham,  Westchester 
County,  was  the  perpetrator  of  the  forgeries.  I  re- 
turned and  obtained  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of 
Inglis,  and,  with  the  Teller  of  the  Bank  of  Albany, 
went  to  Brooklyn,  where  the  accused  claimed  to  be 
doing  business  on  a  large  scale  in  flour.  The  Chief 
of  Police  in  that  city  was  called  upon  and  informed 
t>y  me  of  the  object  of  my  visit.  He  scouted  at  the 
charge,  and  declared  Inglis  to  be  an  honest  man. 


He  the  same  day  found  Inglis,  and  that  the  accused 
should  not  be  disgraced,  came  hither  with  him  and 
confronted  the  Teller  of  the  Bank  of  the  Capitol 
and  assured  him  that  William  Inglis  was  an  honest 
and  religious  man  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Fordharn.  The  Teller  declared  that  In- 
glis resembled  the  forger  in  every  i)articular,  and 
that  he  would  have  testified  that  he  was  the  per- 
son who  presented  the  forged  checks,  but,  rely- 
ing upon  the  declarations  of  the  Brooklyn  officer, 
he  thought  that  he  might  probably  be  mistaken. 
Inglis  was  suflered  to  return  to  Brooklyn  with 
his  friend.  The  rascal  obtained  a  summons  and 
complaint  against  Justice  Parsons  for  issuing  the 
warrant  for  his  arrest  for  the  felony.  He  had  de- 
clared damages  to  his  'good  name'  in  the  sum 
of  $10,000.  The  Justice  took  the  papers  to  the 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  Capitol,  who  agreed 
to  defend  him.  The  President  went  to  Fordharn 
and  called  upon  die  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  that  place,  who,  in  reply  to  inquiry  of 
the  President,  assured  him  that  IMr.  Inglis  was  a 
consistent  Christian  and  a  prominent  member  of 
the  church  of  which  he  was  Pastor.  On  the  return 
of  the  President  of  the  bank  he  sent  for  me.  On 
enteiing  his  room  he  cominenced  to  accuse  me  of 
making  a  sad  mistake,  which  would  cost  the  bank 
$io,oco.  After  the  President  had  finished  his  vitu- 
perations, I  said:  '  I  will  not  rest  until  I  prove 
that  William  Inglis  is  the  scoundrel  who  perpe- 
trated the  forgeries  on  the  Banks  of  Albany  and 
the  Capitol.'  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  months,  I 
received  letters  purporting  to  be  written  by  George 
Corning,  which  were  identified  by  ]Mr.  West,  Surro- 
gate of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  as  the 
writing  of  William  Inglis.  The  letters  were  shown 
to  the  once-alarmed  President,  who  compared  tiic 
w  riting  with  that  of  the  forged  checks,  when  he  de- 
clared that  the  letters  and  checks  were  written  by 
the  same  person. 

"William  Inglis  was  arrested  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
for  forgery,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  State  Prison 
for  ten  years. " 
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THE  first  .Mayor  of  die  (_'ity  was  ajsjiointed  by 
Lieutenant-Governor  Thomas  L\)ngan,  in  the 
first  Charter  granted,  under  date  of  July  22,  1686. 
He  was  to  be  appointed  in  like  manner,  "  upon  the 
feast  day  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  yearly,  " 
and  was  made  ( 'ommiunli-r  nf  tin-  '>,Iilitia  nf  tfie 
County,  given  the  authoril)  of  justice  ■ -f  tin;  I'oace, 
Coroner, Commissioner  of  Kxcise,  and  Clerk  ot  the 
Market.  Twenty-six  Mayors  were  thus  app.ointed 
under  the  Colcmial  Government  down  to  1770, 
among  which  were  five  Schuylers,  three  Bleeckers 
and  three  Cuylcrs.  Peter  Schuyler  and  Edward 
Holland  each  held  the  olficc  eight  years. 


After  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  Maj  - 
ors were  first  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  subject  to  app'roval,  and  afterwards  chosen  I)y 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city  until  1839. 

In  1840,  and  ever  since,  the  Mayors  have  been 
chosen  by  the  peop'e.  Dtlu  r  pecaliariiies  of  may- 
oralty elections  are  Tiii';it!':>nca  under  the  sketches 
of  the  iMayors,  whicli  are  made  as  complete  and 
accurate  as  our  space  and  sou!"ces  of  in.f"ormation, 
gathered  with  much  research  anci  inquiry,  permit. 

In  two  hundred  years,  fifty-four  different  men, 
not  including  acting  Mayois,  have  served  in  this 
office. 
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'The  first  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Alhany  ^vas  Peter 
Schuyler,  who  was  apjpoinled  July  22,  1686,  in  the 
first  charter  of  the  city,  called  the  Dongan  Charter, 
and  held  the  ofJice  until  1694.  He  was  the  second 
son  and  fourth  ctiildofthe  first  immigrant  of  the 
name,  Philip  Piotersen  and  Margaret  (Van  Slechten- 
horst)  Schuyler,  and  was  born  September  17,  1657. 
He  was  bi:ried  February  .? 2,  1724.  He  was  a  brave  ■ 
officer  of  remarkable  organizing  power,  command- 
ing the  County  Militia  as  I^.Iajor,  and  afterwards  as 
Colonel,  during  King  Wilharn's  War  and  subse- 
quently. He  was  active  and  firm  in  his  opposition 
to  the  rule  of  Liesler,  looking  upon  him  as  a  usur- 
per. He  was  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Assembly, 
and,  by  virtue  of  his  oflicc,  held  the  position  ofVice- 
Governor  very  accepiably. 

His  influence  over  the  Indians  was  very  great. 
For  some  years  he  was  Indian  Commissioner.  In 
this  capacity  he  uent  to  England  in  1710,  taking 
several  Indians  with  him,  Avho  excited  great  interest 
in  London.  Fle  had  a  home  at  the  "Flats,  '  and 
another  in  the  city  on  Broadway,  just  l)elow  State, 
and  was  buried  on  tiie  west  side  of  the  same  street, 
near  Hamikun.  His  father  married  Margaret  Van 
Schlechtcnhorst,  daughter  of  the  plucky  first  Direc- 
tor of  Kenssclaerwyck,  December  22,  1650,  when 
she  was  twcnty-tv.o  years  old.  He  died  ]\Iarch  9, 
1684. 

John  Abeel,  second  Mayor,  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Fletcher  for  one  year,  from  October  14, 
1694, and  served  another  term  in  1709-10.  He  v.'as 
Alderman  and  Ju.'^tice  before  he  was  Mayor,and  also 
Slieri.T  of  the  county.  He  is  named  as  Recorder 
in  1702.  He  was  a  merchant  in  New  York  in  1796, 
but  returned  to  Albany  tv.'o  years  later.  He  mar-  ' 
ried  Catalina  Schuyler,  April  10,  1694, and  had  sev- 
eral children.  A  few  years  since  his  tombstone  was 
dug  up  near  the  Old  Second  Dutch  Churcli  in 
Beaver  street,  on  which  was  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : 

"  Here  lies  the  body  of  John  Abeel,  who  de- 
parted this  life  y°  2.Sth  day  of  January,  1711,  in  the 
44  year  of  his  age. 

"  Uicut  begin  von  wcl  to  levon 
Ginp;  dcr  weer  dca  I  leiricl  waert 

Uyt  <len  llemol  was  ye;.;oven 
.Storf  ni.iar  vi.-il:ct  de  At;rt." 

EvEi'.T  Banckek,  born  January  24,  1665,  was  the 
son  of  (  krrit  Baiicker  and  Kll/.abelh  Dirkse,  daugh- 
ter of  Dirk  \'an  Eps,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Sche- 
nectady. He  was  a  merchant  of  prominence  in 
Beverwyck,  and  held  several  impo'tant  offices,  lie 
married  l^lizabeth,  daughter  of  StolTel  James  Abeel, 
September  24,  1686,  by  whom  he  had  a  large  fam- 
ily. His  sons,  Christopher,  Adrian  and  Gerardus, 
settled  in  New  York,  and  \Mllem  and  Joh.mnes 
in  Albany  County,  as  farmers  In  1692,  Bancker 
was  Justice  of  Peace,  antl  Mayor  of  Alf-an)- 
1695-96,  1707-  9.  He  was  appointed  Indian Coui- 
missioner  August  10,  1696,  and  again  in  1706, 
1710,  1720,  1724,  1726  and  1728.  He  was  elected 
to  a  seat  in  the  Assembly  in  1702.  Mr.  Bancker 
was  appointed  Master  in  Chancery  October  13, 
1705.  He  lived  in  the  house  next  to  his  father's, 
on  Yoncker,  now  State  street,  but  retired  to  his 


farm  in  Guilderland  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
life. 

Mr.  Bancker  was  buried  July  10,  1734,  his  wife";, 
burial  having  occurred  on  March  20th  of  the  same 
year.  He  made  his  will  Alarch  13,  1734,  and  it 
was  proved  July  3 1,  1734.  In  it  he  gives  to  his  son, 
Johannes,  2"50j  "provided  he  continues  to  live 
•  with  me  till  my  decea.se,  or  till  I  dispose  of  my  farm 
where  I  now  live."  He  left  a  large  estate,  much  of 
it  invested  in  lands. 

DiRCK  Wessels  was  Mayor  1696-98.  He  was 
also  the  first  Recorder  under  the  Charter  of  16S6. 
His  real  name  is  given  as  Dirk  Wesselse  7"en 
Broeck.  Born  1642;  a  servant  of  Peter  Van  Al- 
len, of  Beverwyck,  in  1662;  became  a  succesful 
trader,  exporting  some  years  5,000  beaver  skins.  He 
was  active  in  public  afl'airs  in  Albany,  especially  in 
those  relating  to  the  Indians.  He  held  rank  as 
Major  in  the  militia  of  the  county  in  1691.  He 
married  Christina  Cornelise  Van  Burcn,  by  whom 
lie  had  thirteen  children.  He  resided  on  a  lot 
purchased  of  the  Anneke  Jans  heirs,  east  corner  of 
Slate  and  James  street.  The  following  notice  of 
his  death  is  taken  from  an  old  family  Bible  : 

"  171  7,  Den  13  Sept.  in  Roeloff  Jansen's  kil  is 
myn  fider  Dirk  Wesselse  in  den  Heere  genest  op 
syn  bouwery  op  Roeloff  Jansen's  Kil.  De  Pleere 
geve  hem  cen  zalige  o)jStandinge. " 

Hendrick  Hansen  held  the  office  of  Mayor  in 
169S-99.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Caj^tain  Hans 
Hendricksc,  who  was  one  of  the  early  traders  in 
Beverwyck,  and  whose  descendants  took  the  sur- 
name of  Hansen.  Nicholas,  the  last  male  of  the 
name,  died  in  1869.  Hendrick  was  active  in  pub- 
j  lie  affairs,  having  held  ofhce  as  Alderman,  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs,  and  A.sseniblyman. 
Complaint  of  him  was  made  in  1669  for  having 
charged  the  public  for  "  good  fyrcwood,"  when  he 
furnished  only  "young  green  pine."  He  was  a 
merchant.  September  21,  1692,  he  married  Deb- 
orah Van  Dam  and  had  seven  children.  Fie  was 
buried  in  the  church  February  19,  1724. 

Peter  Van  Brugh,  son  of  Johannes  Pieterse 
Verbrugge,  a  leading  Holland  trader,  was  born 
July  14,  1666.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  the 
celebrated  Anneke  Jans.  His  sister  Catrina  mar- 
ried Hentlrick  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Greenbush,  an- 
cestor of  most  of  the  leading  members  of  the  ^'an 
Rensselaer  fjinily.  He  lic'd  tlie  office  of  Mayor 
in  1799  and  1700,  and  the  years  1721-23.  He 
was  sworn  in  an  1  took  the  oaths  prescribed  by 
Parliament  a",  his  appointment,  November  9,  1720. 
He  married  in  New  York,  November  2,  16SS, 
Sara,  daughter  of  Hendrick  Anna  Cuyler,  of  Al- 
bany. They  had  one  daughter,  Catharine.  His 
house  V  as  on  llie  south  side  of  Stale  street,  west  ol 
Pearl.  In  militarv  matters  he  ranked  as  Captain. 
He  was  buried  111  the  church,  |idy20,  1740. 

Jan  J,,nse  Bl.I'KCKkk  was  Ma}  or  in  i  700-1.  He 
emigrated  from  Messpel,  province  of  Overyssel,  in 
165S;  first  as  a  blacksmith  and  afterwards  as  a 
trader.  He  was  born  in  1641,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 21,  1742,  and  was  buried  in  the  church.  He 
was  Recorder  1696-99;  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
1697;  and  Member  of  Parliament      the  Provincial 
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Assembly  1698-1700.  He  married  Margaret 
Kulse,  daughter  of  Rutger  Jacob.sen  Van  -Sclioen- 
ilciiwoert,  January  2,  1667,  and  had  nine  children. 

Johannes  Bi.EF.rKEK,  Jr.,  Mayor  in  1701-2;  was 
|.(irnin  1668.  In  1 686  he  was  carried  captive  to  Can- 
ada and  returned  the  next  year.  Pie  served  as  Indian 
interpreter;  was  Recorder  in  1  700;  Member  of  Gen- 
eral Assembly  1701-2.  He  married  Anna,  daughter 
of  llendrick  Coster,  October  29,  1793,  and  liad 
nine  children.  His  death  occurred  December  20, 
I -38;  he  was  buried  in  the  church.  Ilis  house 
lot  was  on  the  northwest  corner  of  North  Pearl  and 
Maiden  lane,  running  through  to  Chapel. 

Albert  Ryckmax,  Mayor  in  1702-3,  is  called 
by  the  military  title  of  Captain.  He  was  a  brewer, 
and  had  his  brewery  on  or  near  the  southeast 
corner  of  Hudson  avenue  and  Broadway.  He 
married  Neeltie  Quackenbos  and  had  twelve  chil- 
dren. He  was  born  before  1663  and  was  buried 
January  12,  1737. 

Johannes  Schuyler,  Mayor  1703-6,  son  of 
Phdip  Peter  Schuyler  and  brother  of  Peter,  the  fust 
Mayor,  was  born  April  5,  1668.  Attached  to 
General  Winlhrop's  army  in  1691  was  this  John 
Schuyler,  then  holding  a  Captain's  commission,  a 
man  of  great  bravery  and  energy  of  character,  and 
of  considerable  experience  in  border  warfare. 
Schuyler  was  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  the 
Council  of  War  relinciuishing  the  Canada  expedi- 
tion, which  he  considered  weak  and  cowardly, 
and  declared  that  the  campaign  should  not  be 
abandoned  so  easily.  Beating  up  for  volunteers, 
he  soon  gathered  around  hiin  a  lilllc  band  of 
twenty-nine  followers,  each  as  bold  and  daring  as 
himself  'Vo  these  he  added  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Indians,  and  loading  a  number  of  canoes 
with  provisions,  proceeded  on  the  13th  of  August, 
1 79 1,  as  far  probably  as  Whitehall,  where  he  en- 
camped for  the  night.  I'.mbarking  the  next  day, 
he  reached  a  point  near  Chembly  on  the  21st.  On 
the  23d  he  intercepted  the  enemy  coming  out  of 
the  fort  at  La  Prarie,  killed  six  and  took  nineteen 
prisoners.  Pie  also  killed  one  hundred  and  fifty 
cattle,  and  prudently  hastened  his  retreat.  On  the 
31st  of  August  he  reached  Albany  in  safety  with 
his  prisoners.  This  was  at  the  beginning  of  King 
William's  War,  and  records  the  kind  of  man  he  was. 
In  i6c;S  he  was  sent  by  the  T'arl  of  J^ellomont,  ihe 
newly  arrived  Governor  of  the  Province,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Rev.  ]Mr.  Dellius,  to  Canada,  lo 
convey  the  account  i/f'  the  Peace  of  Ryswick  and 
to  solicit  a  mutual  interchange  of  prisoners.  He 
was  Alderman  for  several  years,  and  was  among 
those  who  t()t)k  the  oalh  of  allegiance  in  1699. 
He  was  an  Indian  Commisioner,  and  in  1705  was 
chosen  to  the  Colonial  Assembly.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Slaals,  widow  of  John  Wendell,  April 
25,  1695.  'rh''v  u-ore  il'C  p:r;Mits  '^f  ATargarita. 
"the  American  L.uly,"  born  JcUiuary  12,1701,  who 
married  her  cousin.  Colonel  Philip  Schuyler,  antl 
became  a  widow  on  his  death  in  Captain 
Schuyler  had  his  city  home  at  the  corner  of  State 
and  Pearl  streets,  where  he  died  July  25,  1727. 

Davjd  SciiuM.KK,  1706-7,  was  one  of  the  five 
sons  of  David  Schuyler,  brother  of  I'hilip  Pietersc, 


who  came  from  Amsterdam.  The  two  brothers 
were  the  first  of  the  name  in  America.  David 
married  Catalyn  Verplanck,  of  New  Amsterdam, 
October  13,  1667.  Plis  wiik>w  was  living  in  1602, 
on  the  south  corner  of  Broadway  and  Steuben 
street.  He  had  five  sons,  Pieter,  Jacobus,  Abra- 
ham, David  and  M)ndert,  and  perhaps  daughtev-S. 
Mayor  David  married  PTsic,  daughter  of  Herman 
Rutgers,  January  i,  1694,  and  after  her  death 
Elizabeth  Marschalk,  in  New  York,  Mav  3,  1719. 
He  had  six  children  by  his  first  M-ife  and  one  by 
■the  last.  He  held  the  office  of  Alderman,  justice, 
and  Commissioner,  besides  that  of  I\Iayor. 

Robert  Livingston  was  IMayor  1710-19.  He 
was  the  first  settler  bearing  this  name  in  the 
province,  from  whom  descended  many  eminent 
men,  among  whom  may  be  named  Philip,  signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Chancellor 
Robert  R.,  \\'illiam,  Edward,  and  others.  The 
family  is  of  Scotch  descent  and  was  alwavs  on  tlie 
side  of  learning  and  good  government.  All  were  in 
the  patriot  cause  during  the  Revolution.  Robert 
was  Secretary  of  Albany,  about  the  same  as  City 
Clerk,  from  1675  1721,  nearly  lifty  years.  He 
was  also  Indian  Commissioner,  and  executed  other 
and  special  trusts  with  great  judgment.  He  mar- 
ried Alida  Schuyler,  widow  of  Rev.  Nicholas  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  had  seven  children.  His  house  lot 
was  on  the  northwest  corner  of  State  and  North 
Pearl  streets,  where  Twcddle  Hall  now  stands.  He 
died  April  20,  1725,  and  was  buried  in  the  church. 
Robert,  Jr.,  his  nephew,  was  his  successor  as  Sec- 
retary. 

Myndert  Schuyler,  Mayor  1719-21,  and  1723- 
25,  was  son  of  David  Pieterse  Schuyler,  one  of  l!ie 
Schuyler  brothers  who  early  settled  in  Beverwyck, 
by  his  wife,  Catalyn  Verplanck,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham Isaacse  Verplanck  and  Maria  Vigne.  His  birth 
is  thus  recorded  in  liis  flrther's  Bible: 

Almn.  !  16  January.  Soo  is  Gebooren,  Myn  Soon 
Myntlert  Schuvler. " 

Colonel  Myndert  Schuyler  was  a  merchant.  In 
1703,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  he  resided 
on  the  south  side  of  Yoncker  street  (now  State), 
the  third  house  east  from  South  Pearl  street.  He 
married  in  New  Amsterdam,  October  26,  1693, 
Rachel  Cuyler,  daughter  of  Hendrick  Cuyler. 

Colonel  Schuyler  was  a  prominent  citizen  in 
1700.  Jn  the  inilowing  year  he,  together  with 
Dirk  T^Ys.scls  an>l  John  Ab'jcl,  \\as  returned  to 
the  Assembly.  A  new  chcti.m  was  ordered  and 
Pie  was  again  returned  to  the  Assembly  October 
20,  1702.  He  continued  to  be  returned  at  each 
succeeding  election  until  1710.  in  1706  he 
was  one  of  the  "Church  Masters"  of  the  old 
Dutch  Ciiurch;  1707-9  he  wa.-,  one  of  the  Alder- 
men from  the  First  Ward.  Un  the  organization  of 
the  expeditions  in  1  ■'oo  ;iTid  jti  :  f.-r  \\',c-  rnduou-in 
of  Canada,  he  was  ajii'o'.nte'l  one  of  the  rornmis- 
sioners  for  promoting  them  and  for  victualling  the 
troops.  On  the  occasion  of  peace,  in  17 12.  iie 
carried  the  news  to  Canada.  In  1713  he  was 
again  elected  to  the  Assembly  and  .sat  there  till 
1715.  In  1718  he  was  re-cho-;en  Alderman,  and 
re-elected  in  September  1719.     During  his  mayor- 
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alty  in  1720,  he  was  sent  to  the  Seneca  country, 
and  succeeding  in  dissuading  the  Five  Nations 
from  going  to  war  against  the  far  Indians.  On 
the  death  of  Hendrick  Hanson,  in  1724,  Lieut- 
enant-Colonel Schuyler  was  again  sent  to  the  As- 
sembly; was  re-chosen  in  Jul)',  1728,  and  sat  until 
1737.  In  addition  to  the  several  offices  mentioned, 
he  held  the  office  of  Commissioner  for  Indian 
affairs  from  1706  to  1720,  and  from  1728  to  1746, 
when  the  Board  was  abolished,  and  Colonel  Will- 
iam Johnson  was  appointed  Commissary.  John- 
son becoming  dissatisfied,  the  Board  was  revised 
and  Schuyler  was  reappointed  Commissioner,  and 
served  as  such  until  1755.  Colonel  Schuyler  had 
two  daughters,  Rachel,  who  died  in  youth,  and 
Anna,  who  married  Johannes  dc  Peyster,  Mayor  and 
Surrogate  of  Albany,  grandson  of  Johannes  de 
Peyster,  the  first  of  the  name  in  America,  No- 
vember 24,  1 71 5,  who  died  September  13,  1750. 

Colonel  Schuyler's  death  is  thus  recorded  in  the 
Bible  of  his  son-in-law,  Johannes  de  Peyster. 

"  ^755;  den  10  October,  15  minuten  na  8  in  de 
avoud  Js  Groot  Vader,  ]M3ndert  bchuyler,  in  de 
Heer  outslapcn  na  dat  hy  10  dagen  Sicck,  gewees 
is  en  is  den  21  te  4  Uren  na  le  middag  in  de 
Kerk  Begrcren,  hy  was  ont  84  Jaren  8  maenda 
and  4  dayen  toen  hy  stieif  " 

His  wife  was  buried  in  the  church,  July  24, 
1747.  His  will,  dated  March  7,  1739,  proved  July 
24,  1756,  gave  his  "Groot  hipvrouw  Rnjel  "  the 
possession,  rents,  and  profits  of  his  whole  estate 
during  her  life. 

Colonel  SLhu)Icr  was  largely  interested  in  real 
estate,  and  had  amas.sed,  for  those  daws,  a  large 
fortune.  His  position  brought  him  in  contact 
■with  a  variety  of  persons,  and  he  was  looked  up  to 
and  revered  by  rich  and  poor.  He  was  generous 
to  a  fault,  and  many  a  little  Dutch  urchin  had 
cause  to  bless  the  Heer  Schuyler  011  Saint  Nicholas' 
day. 

Johannes  Cuyi.kk,  l\Ia}  or  1725-26,  was  a  son  of 
Hendrick  Cuyler,  who  came  to  Albany  as  a  tailor 
in  1637.  Johannes,  his  eldest  son,  was  born  in 
1 64 1.  In  1696  he  was  a  freeman  in  New  York 
City,  by  occupation  a  trader.  He  married  Elsie 
■Ten  Brocck  November  2,  1684,  and  had  twelve 
children.  His  house  lot  was  the  second  south  of 
Steuben  o\\  North  Pearl  street,  extending  tojanics. 

Ri:tgf.r  Bi.ki'.c kv.k,  ]\Iayor  1726-29,  was  Re- 
corder in  1723;  married  Cataligna,  daughter  of 
David  I.  Schu}  lcr,  and  widow  of  John  Abeel,  M  ay 
26,  1712,  and  had  four  children.  He  was  burietl 
in  the  church,  August  5,  1756.  In  1720  he  had 
a  lot,  probably  on  the  northwest  corner  of  North 
Pearl  and  Steuben  stri-els. 

JoHANNKs  m:  Pkystkr,  Mayor  1 729-3 1,  1732- 
33,  and  1741-42,  son  of  Johannes  de  Peyster, 
Mayor  of  New  York,  a  pri,Mnijic;il.  nuuubcf  of  the 
Provincial  Legislature,  grandson  of  Johannes  de 
Peyster,  Schcpen,  Alderman,  Burgomaster,  and 
Deputy  IMayor  of  New  York;  one  of  its  wealthiest, 
most  influential  and  patriotic  citizens,  and  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America;  a  Huguenot  ol 
the  Hufiuenols;  was  born  January  10,  lOi;;,  in 
New  Amsterdam.    His  mother  was  Anna  Bancker, 


eldest  daughter  of  Gcrr-t  Bancker  and  Elizabeth 
Dircks;  her  brother.  Evert  Bancker,  was  Mayor  of 
Albany. 

Mr.  De  Peyster  married,  November  24,  171 5, 
Anna,  daughter  of  Colonel  Myndert  Schuyler  and 
Rachel  Cuyler.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
by  old  Dominie  Yan  Driessen  at  Albany.  The 
issue  of  the  marriage  was  seven  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Six  of  the  sons  died  shortly  alter  birth, 
and  the  remaining  one  only  grew  to  opening  man- 
hood. One  of  his  daughters,  Anna,  married 
Volckert  P.  Douw,  IMayor  of  Albany;  and  the 
other,  Rachel,  married  Tobias  Ten  ICyck,  of  Sche- 
nectady. 

Mr.  de  Peyster  died  February  26,  17S9,  his  wife 
having  deceased  September  13,  1750.  His  death 
is  thus  recorded  in  the  Bible  of  his  son-in-law, 
Volckert  P.  ]:)ouw: 

<(  ^  February  2B^^  -J  jj,  j^jj;;,-!  Q,^t  slapcnVadcr 

i-si).  '  )  John  de  Peyster,  omtrent  te  twa- 
lief  uren,  Jn  de  nacght  en  Begrose  hide  Kerk  ten 
nor,  on  Waechc\'  syn  plaes  Inde  Kutr  hawt  ont 
syn  de  Dorn,  haef  Steuf  95  year  seninant  en  Swe 
dage.  ■' 

His  will  dated  ]\Iay  14,  17S8,  proved  before 
Abraham  G.  l^ansing,  surrogate.  May  27,  28, 
1789,  gives  to  his  descendants  a  goodly  estate. 

He  was  Recorder  1716-28.  In  1734  he  be- 
came one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  affairs. 
He  was  subsequently  a  contractor  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  supply  Oswego  and  other  outports  with 
stores.  He  was  reapj)ointed  Indian  Commissioner 
December  5,  1739,  and  again  in  1742.  Mr.  de 
Peyster  was  the  first  Surrogate  of  Albany  Co.,  hav- 
ing been  elected  to  that  oflice  April  3,  1756.  He 
was  re-elected  March  23,  1778,  liolding  the  office 
till  1782.  In  1744  he  is  spoken  of  as  a  Member 
of  the  Assembly  and  a  Commissioner  of  Indian 
7\ffairs.  In  1750  he  was  in  the  Committee  for 
repairing  the  Fort  in  Albany.  In  1751  Mr.  de 
Peyster  was  on  a  Committee  for  the  Collection  of 
duties  on  goods  carried  to  Oswego.  In  1753  he 
was  Commissioner  for  constructing  barracks  for 
soldiers,  and  repairs  to  Fort  Orange.  In  1754  he 
held  the  oflice  of  C)fiicer  and  ]nsi>ector  of  Ord- 
nance. Mr.  de  Peyster  was,  in  1755,  one  of  the 
two  Commissioners  for  carrying  on  an  expedition 
against  Crown  Point,  and  also  a  Commissioner  for 
paying  the  ftirces  in  the  opedition  in  which  lohn- 
son  defeated  Dieskan. 

Hans  Hanse.v,  Mayor,  1731-32,  took  his  of- 
ficial oath  October  14th.  lie  also  held  the  same 
office  1754  to  1756.  He  is  reputed  as  a  successful 
trader.  He  married  Sarah  Cu)ler,  April  25,  1723. 
and  had  nine  children.  He  was  buried  December 
6,  1756. 

EnwARD  Holland,  ]\l'a\r'r  frcTn  Ortobrr  7^i, 
1733  10  1740,  was  the  first  man  of  i-'nglish  descent 
who  held  that  office.  lie  w.is  son  of  Captain 
Henry  and  Jenny  Scely  iiollanii,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  garrison  at  Albany  in  1732,  when  he 
was  incapacitated  "  bv  the  Providence  of  Almiuhiy 
(jod."  luiward  was  baptized  .'September  6,  1702. 
I  His  first  wife,  Magdalena,  was  buried  in  the  En- 
1  glish  Church  in  1737;  his  second  wife  was  Frances, 
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daughter  of  William  NicoHSj  by  whom  lie  had  two 
daughters. 

John  Schuyler,  Jr.,  Mayor  1740  to  1741,  took  the 
oaih  of  ollice  October  3 1  St.  He  wa.s  the  second  son 
of  the  late  Mayor  John  Schuyler  and  Elizabeth 
Staats,  his  wife.  He  was  born  October  31,  1697. 
He  had  nine  children,  one  of  whom  was  the 
eminent  Major-General  Philip  Schuyler,  of  revolu- 
tionary times.  He  died  November  7,  1746.  As 
there  were  several  Schuylers  near  this  date  bearing 
the  name  of  John,  and  the  records  are  not  very 
clear,  we  have  given  what  seemed  to  us  most 
probably  correct.     But  little  is  known  of  him. 

CoRNKi.rus  CuvLER,  Mayof  from  1742  to  1746, 
took  his  first  oath  of  office  October  14,  1742.  He 
had  a  house  on  south  side  of  Steuben,  fourth  west 
from  Chapel;  married  Catharina  Schuyler,  December 
9,  1726,  and  had  nine  children,  one  of  whom  was 
Colonel  Abraham  Cuyler,  born  April  11,  1742,  and 
Mayor  of  Albany  in  revolutionary  times. 

DiRCK  Tf.n  Broeck, Mayor  1746  to  1748, married 
Margarita  Cuyler  November  26,  1714,  and  had 
twelve  children.  He  was  buried  in  the  church, 
January  7,^  175  i. 

Jacob  C.  Ten-Eyck,  Mayor  1748-50,  married 
Catharina,  daughter  of  Abraham  Cuyler,  August  i, 
1736,  and  had  four  children.  He  was  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  lived 
a  long  and  useful  life.  He  died  September  9, 
1793,  aged  88  years. 

RoPf  RT  Sanders,  Mayor,  1750-54,  qualified  by 
oath,  October  15,  1750,  was  a  prominent  mer- 
chant. He  married,  first,  Maria  Lansing,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1740,  and  second,  Elisabeth  Schuyler, 
January  11,  1747,  by  the  first  of  whom  he  had  one 
child,  and  by  the  second,  nine  children.  His  will 
is  dated  ]\Iay  7,  1765,  and  was  proved  June  6,  1765. 

Syurant  G.  Van  Schaick,  Mayor  1756-61,  son 
of  Goosen  and  Catharina  Staats  ^^an  Schaick,  was 
born  December  1 9,  170S.  He  married  Alida  Rose- 
boom  December  11,  1735,  ^^^'-l  <iight  children. 
He  was  prosecuted  at  law  by  his  successor  in  office 
to  recover  the  proceeds  of  sale  of  "  I'Veedoms'' and 
excise  licenses  during  his  term,  which  was  settled 
in  1763  by  the  payment  of  £\^o. 

VoLKERT  Peter  Doinv,  Mayor  from  September 
29,  1 76 1,  to  Sejitember  10,  1770,  was  one  of  the 
nine  chiUlreii  of  Potrus  Douw  and  Anna  Van 
Rensselaer  (daughter  of  Hcndrick).  He  m  is  born 
at  Wolvenhoeck,  m  Grecnbush,  March  23,  1720, 
and  married  Ann.i,  daughter  of  John  De  Peyster 
and  Anna  Schuyler,  iVIay  20,  I74:.',  and  had  len 
children.  His  son,  General  John  De  P.  Douw, 
was  a  distinguished  citizen,  who  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  State  street,  Eebruary  :i6,  1835.  Mr. 
Douw  was  Mayor  of  the  city  in  trying  limes,  but 
proved  himself  e([ual  to  iho  occasion.  From  Octo- 
ber 2,  1759,  to  January  10,  177U,  be  uas,  by  ruval 
appointment,  presiding  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas.  Regardless  of  personal  considerations, 
he  took  a  decided  stand  in  the  cause  of  the  colo- 
nists in  opposition  to  royalty.  For  this  reason  Gen- 
eral Dunmore  refused  lo  reapipoint  him  to  olfice. 
He  was  Reconler  of  the  Ciiy  frc>m  175010  1700; 
member  of  the  Provincial  Assembly  in  1757-59. 


He  was  also  a  member  of  the  important  Indian 
Commission.  May  4,  1775,  he  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  in  1779 
was  appointed  Commissary  of  the  Northern  Army. 
In  1775  ''^  ^^''^s  ^  member  of  the  First  Provincial 
Congress  and  iis  Vice-President.  After  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Stale  Government  he  was  made  First 
Judge  of  the  County  Court,  which  ollice  he  held 
until  his  resignation,  March  26,  1781.  From  17S6 
to  1793  he  was  a  State  Senator.  In  the  battle  of 
Lunenburg,  in  17S0,  he  was  a  Captain.  He  was  a 
famous  horseman  and  kept  a  stable  of  thorough- 
bred horses.  Fie  lived  in  great  style  for  those 
days,  never  keeping  less  than  twenty  slaves.  He 
was  6  feet  2  inches  in  hight,  straight  as  an  arrow, 
and  very  fine  looking.  Judge  Douw  died  March 
20,  1801,  and  his  wife  June  14,  1794,  and  were 
both  buried  at  Wolvenhoeck.  His  will,  dated 
July,  1794,  was  proved  May  4,  1801.  In  civil  and 
domestic  relations  he  was  esteemed  a  pattern,  and 
no  man  in  Albany  died  more  regretted. 

Abraham  C.  Ciyi.er,  Mayor  1770  to  1778,  was 
the  last  of  the  mayors  by  Royal  Commission.  A  son 
of  Cornelius  Cuyler  and  Catharina  Schuyler,  he  w  as 
born  April  11,  1742.  He  married  Jannetse  Glen, 
April  10,  1764,  and  had  five  children.  He  held 
the  military  rank  of  ColoneL  He  was  lukewarm 
from  the  first  toward  the  patriot  cause,  and  finally 
becoming  an  avowed  Loyalist,  he  went  to  Canada, 
and  died  in  Yorkville,  February  5,  18 10. 

John  Barclay,  Mayor,  1778-79,  received  his  ap- 
pointment from  the  State  government,  and  was  llie 
first  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  city  holding  office 
under  State  authority,  after  the  reinstatement  of  the 
City  Council  by  law,  April  17,  1778. 

The  City  and  County  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence and  Safety  was  organized  in  the  latter  j)art  of 
1774,  and  Mr.  Barclay  was  made  its  first  Pres- 
ident. When  there  was  no  State  nor  C^ty  Govern- 
ment, this  Committee  had  great  responsibility  and 
e.xercised  great  power.  All  C'Ver  the  territory  north 
and  west  of  Ldsler  and  Dutchess,  it  exercised  the 
legislative  and  executive  functions  of  civil  govern- 
ment f(jr  about  three  years.  In  pure,  zealous,  self- 
sacrificing  patriotism  and  good  judgment,  there 
could  have  been  no  belter  man.  His  office  ter- 
minated with  his  death,  early  in  1779. 

Abraham  Ten  Bkoeok,  Mayor  September  1779- 
83.  and  September  21),  1796  90,  son  of  a  furiner 
Mayor  Dirck  Ten  Broeck  and  iMargarita  Schuy- 
ler, was  born  May  19,  1734.  Married  Fdisabeth 
Van  Rensselaer  in  1753,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children,  and  died  January  19,  18 10.  He  was  a 
merchant,  but  was  early  callerl  into  public  life. 
From.  1760  to  1765  he  was  a  member  of  the  Co- 
lonial Assembly,  where  he  always  threw  his  in- 
fluence and  his  vtife  ^^!lh  the  Tnincritv  in  fa\-or  cvf 
popular  rigiits.  In  J  77;  iie  was  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  Congress;  aiul  in  1776  was  a  delegate 
to  the  State  Convention,  of  which  he  was  made 
President.  Early  in  the  revolutionary  contest  he 
was  matle  Colonel  of  Militia,  and,  soon  al'ter,  Brig- 
adier-General of  all  the  Militia  in  D'.Uchess  and 
Ulster  Counties,  and  all  north  and  west  of  those 
counties.   His  services  were  rendered  with  zeal  and 
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ability,  especially  in  the  campaign  that  ended  with 
the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  Alter  the  war  closed, 
he  was  called  to  civil  service.  lie  served  from 
1780  to  1783  as  a  member  of  the  Slate  Senate, 
Mayor  of  the  City  as  above,  and,  from  1 781  to  1 794, 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  was  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Albany  Bank.  In 
all  public  positions  he  made  himself  a  record  of 
high  ability,  unquestioned  patriotism,  and  stainless 
integrity.  In  private  life  his  virtues  showed  him  a 
tried  moralist  and  a  true  gentleman;  in  politics  he 
was  a  Federalist;  in  religion  he  was  a  devout  and 
consistent  member  of  (he  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 
Such  a  man  deserves  the  grateful  recollection  of 
this  city.  His  borne  was  for  many  years  on  Ten 
Broeck  street,  near  Third,  in  the  house  afterward 
bought  and  occupied  hy  the  late  Thomas  W. 
Olcott.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  large  con- 
course of  citizens  and  with  military  honors.  No 
descendants  arc  known  in  Albany.  It  is  believed 
that  the  first  of  the  jamil}'  who  came  to  America 
bore  the  name  of  Wessels  von  Ten  Broeck. 

John  Jacob  Bfekman,  Mayor  June  27,  1783-86, 
was  the  first  who  held  that  ollice  after  the  close  of 
the  Revolution.  He  married  IMaria  Sanders  and 
had  six  children.  His  death  occurred  December 
17,  1802. 

John  Lansing,  Jr.,  Mayor  September  29,  1786- 
90.  Married  Cornelia  Ray,  April  8,  1781,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children.  In  1805  he  lived  on 
the  north  corner  of  Broadway  and  Steuben  street. 
He  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  convention 
that  framed  the  United  States  Constitution  in  1787, 
but  declined  to  support  t!ie  adoption  of  that  instru- 
ment. In  1788  lit  was  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  New  York  State,  and  for  many 
years  was  Chancellc^r  of  the  State,  Visiting  New 
York  City  on  business,  he  suddenly  disappeared 
as  he  was  about  to  take  a  steamer  to  return  to  Al- 
bany, December  12,  1S29,  and  was  never  heard  of 
afterwards.  Conjecture  had  it  that  he  was  waylaid, 
robbed,  and  murdered.  Others  think  he  was  ac- 
cidentally drowned  while  attempting  to  get  on  board 
the  steamer. 

Abraham  Yatks,  Jr.,  Mayor  September  29, 1790- 
96,  son  of  Christoflol  Yates  and  Catalyntje  Winne, 
was  born  August  23,  1  724,  and  died  June  30,  1796. 
He  was  a  nob!e  patriot,  ])rominently  identified  with 
the  revoliUionary  history;  a  member  of  theCommil- 
tee  of  Saftt)  ;  1  iCMdent  .^f  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New  York,  1775-76;  Receiver  of  the  city  in  1778- 
79;  and  a  trusted  leader  in  most  of  the  activities  of 
the  city  and  county  during  his  time. 

Philip  S.  Van  Renssklaf.k,  appointed  December 
27,  179S,  and  held  olfice  from  January  i,  1799.  to 
1816;  reappointed  July  3,  1819,  and  held  tiie  ollice 
two  years,  making  in  all  nineteen  years,  the  longest 
in  sersice  of  any  i\I.i\  m  of  the  city.  He  was  sou 
of  Stephen  and  Cath  irinc  (I.ivin;.^,iton)  Van  Rensse- 
laer; born  April  15,  1766,  and  died  September  25, 
1824.  He  was  younger  brother  of  General  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  grandson  of  I'liilip  Livingston, 
the  Albany  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. He  married  Ann  \'an  Cortlandt,  who  died 
January  10,  1853.     His  residence  was  on  Slate 


street,  where  now  resides  Mr.  I-'.rastus  Corning. 
He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  particularly 
active  in  promoting  tiie  educational,  moral,  and 
business  interests  of  the  city. 

Et.isha  Jenkins,  i\Iayor  July  8, 1816  to  181 9,  was 
born  in  Hudson,  a  son  of  Thomas  Jenkins,  from 
Connecticut,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  that 
city.  He  was  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Clinton, 
with  rank  of  Colonel;  Member  of  Assembly;  State 
Senator;  Secretary  of  State,  1806-9;  Comptroller, 
1801  to  1806;  and  Regent  of  the  University.  Pie 
was  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Northern  De- 
partment in  the  War  of  1S12.  He  was  liberally 
educated,  but  attained  his  wealth  in  a  mercantile 
life  in  his  native  city.  Came  to  Albany  about  1801, 
and  was  a  man  of  great  activity  in  j^ublic  matters, 
in  which  he  was  distinguished  for  amenity  of  man- 
ners, strict  integrity,  good  sense,  and  thorough 
business  habits.  Pie  w-as  a  man  of  fine  personal 
appearance  and  splendid  manners.  Pic  was  twice 
married,  but  left  no  children.  He  died  in  1851  in 
New  York  City,  aged  about  eighty  years. 

Charles  E.  Dudley,  Mayor  February  14,  1S21, 
to  March  10,  1824,  and  from  May  29,  1S28,  to 
January  19,  1829.  Came  from  P'ngland  to  Rhode 
Island  witli  his  father,  who  was  the  King's  Collector 
of  the  Customs  in  that  State  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  educated  at  Newport;  came 
to  Albany  in  1819;  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
making  some  voyages  to  India  to  promote  his  busi- 
ness interests.  He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen, 
acting  his  part  in  the  Canal  and  most  of  the  other 
improvements  of  the  day.  Pie  was  a  State  Senator, 
1S23-25,  and  United  States  Senator,  1S29-31. 
He  marricil  Blandina,  daughter  of  Rutger  Blcecker, 
who  was  born  October  i,  1783,  and  died  March  6, 
1863.  She  inherited  great  wealth  from  lier  father, 
w  ho  bought  confiscated  estates  alter  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  realized  great  profit  therefrom.  She 
did  much  good  with  her  wealth;  among  others 
founding  Dudley  Observatory,  which  is  named  in 
her  honor.  Mr.  Dudley  died  January  23,  1841, 
aged  sixt)'  years. 

AiiDROSE  Si'ENCER,  I\Iayor  ^larch  10,  1824,  to 
1826,  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Conn.,  December  13. 
1765;  died  in  Lyons,  N.  Y. ,  ]March  13,  1S48; 
graduated  at  Plarvard,  1783;  LL.  D.,  Harvard, 
1S21.  About  1785  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law  in  Hudson.  N.  Y.,  and  was  called  almost  at 
once  to  an  iinpoitant  ofiicein  that  city  and  in  the 
State  Legislature.  In  1S02-4  he  was  Attorney- 
General,  and  began  to  reside  in  Albany,  which  was 
his  home  until  1839,  He  became  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  1804,  and  Chief  Justice  1819- 
23.  Pie  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Con- 
stitutional Convention,  1S21;  Member  of  Con- 
gress, 1829-31.  In  the  city  he  held  many  ini- 
j  portant  oIPilcs,  iiichuling  that  of  ]\ra}(i:,  'Phc 
Common  Council  held  a  meeting  January  i,  1S24. 
j  and  declared  the  ofiice  of  Mayor  vacant,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  new  incumbent.  Mr. 
Dudley  presided  and  voted  for  himself,  thus  mak- 
ing a  tie  of  II  to  1 1  and  defeating  the  intended  re- 
moval. February  9th,  the  Council  again  met  and 
balloted  for  Mayor  ten  times,  giving  at  each  ballot 
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II-  votes  to  John  N.  Quackenbush  and  ii  to 
Ambrose  Spencer.  Finally,  on  the  second  ballot, 
taken  March  8th,  Ambrose  Spencer  was  elected 
Mayor  by  ii  votes  against  lo  for  John  Lansing, 
■Jr.,  and  i  blank.  At  the  election  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term,  January,  1825,  Judge  Spencer  was 
unanimously  re-elected  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  declined  another  re-election.  He 
was  truly  a  great  and  good  man,  one  of  the  shining 
lights  of  his  time.  His  legal  decisions  stand  to- 
day among  the  highest  in  authority.  In  political 
councils  he  had  great  weight.  At  the  same  time, 
like  all  truly  great  men,  he  was  simple-hearted, 
easily  approacliable  by  all  who  needed  sympathy 
and  comfort, and  as  just  and  inllexiblc  as  old  Cato. 

James  Sjkvf:xson,  Mayor  February  14,  1826  to 
1828.  Under  date  of  May  23,  1828,  the  city  pa- 
pers of  the  time  say:  "James  Stevenson,  who 
had  held  the  office  of  Mayor  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  v/ith  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  people,  sent  in  his  resignation, 
alleging  pressure  ol  private  business. "  Mr.  Dudley 
was  elected  to  till  the  unexpired  term.  Mr.  Steven- 
son was  an  active,  prosperous,  and  public-spirited 
citizen.  He  was  born  in  Albany,  was  liberally 
^educated,  studied  law  ;  but  having  wealth,  and  a 
_zeal  in  public  affairs,  he  gave  attention  to  useful 
public  interests  with  practical  good  sense  and  un- 
obtrusive modest}'.  Ho  was  a  high-toned,  old 
school,  })olished  gentleman,  sauve  in  manner,  and 
very  popular.  He  died  July  3,  1852,  aged  sixty- 
five  years. 

John  'i'owNSEN)i,  Mayor,  February  9,  1829  to 
1831,  and  February  14,  1832  to  1833.  Mr.  Town- 
send  succeeded  Mr.  Dudley,  who  resigned  to  take 
his  place  as  United  States  Senator,  to  which  he  was 
elected  as  successor  of  Van  Buren,  January  15th. 
The  Common  Council  balloted  twice,  February 
2d,  giving  Francis  Bloodgood  and  John  Townseml 
each  ten  votes.  Bloodgood  withdrew,  and  a  week 
later  'i'ownsend  was  elected  by  eighteen  votes. 

Isaiah  and  John  Townsend  were  brothers,  and 
for  many  years  partners  in  business,  and  distin- 
guished among  the  prominent  manufacturers  not 
only  of  Albany  alone,  but  of  the  State.  They 
were  both  born  at  Sterling  Iron  Works,  in  Ster- 
ling, Orange  County:  (he  fornter,  Ajiril  5,  1777, 
the  latter,  June  14,  17S3.  Isaiah  cavne  to  Albany 
in  1700,  llv,>t  as  j>arlni:i'  in  llie  firm  of  Stewart 
&  Townsend,  and  soon  after  alone,  engag'^'d  in 
the  iron  trade.  John  came  to  .\lbany  in  1S02, 
and  in  1S04  the  firm  of  ].  &  L  Townsend  was 
formed  and  continued  until  the  death  of  Isaiah  in 
February,  1838.  During  its  continuance  nothing 
but  the  most  intimate  and  kindly  relations  existed 
between  them.  Says  a  writer:  "As  merchants,  the 
house  of  I.  >^  |.  Townsend  everenio^■ed  an  enviable 
reputiliou  tor  si.ilidily  and  lair  .iualmg.  J  iie 
brothers,  like  those  beautiful  creations  in  Dicken:^, 
ever  lived  with  their  large  families  in  close  affec- 
tion, under  adjoiiting  roofs,  from  a  common  purse 
and  almost  from  a  common  table."  The  business 
of  the  house  was  the  purchase  and  sale  of  mer- 
chantable iron  of  all  descriptions,  both  foreign 
and  domestic;  also,  cut  rails.    Its  surplus  earnings 


were  invested  in  various  industries,  such  as  the 
Troy  Nail  and  Iron  Factory,  a  furnace  and  ma- 
chine-shop in  Albany,  a  cotton  mill  at  Cornwall, 
Orange  County,  a  line  of  passenger  boats  on  the 
Hudson,  a  flour  mill  at  Greenbusli,  and  largely  in 
real  estate  in  Albany,  Syracuse,  and  the  States  of 
Michigan,  Ohio,  and  Illinois.  In  Syracuse,  then  "a 
sickl)-  morass"  a  comjjany  was  formed  in  1824, 
com[)rising  William  james,  I.  &  J.  Townsend,  and 
James  McBride,  which  immediately  set  about  de- 
veloping the  great  salt  interests  there,  and  initiated 
and  carried  on  other  improvements  which  have  led 
to  the  growth  of  that  beautiful  city. 

Isaiah  Townsend  was  exceedingly  averse  to  public 
office,  often  quoting  that  "private  life  is  the  post 
of  honor,"  a  maxim  which  he  fully  illustrated  in 
every  relation  as  husband,  father,  business  man, 
and  citizen.  His  second  wife,  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Solomon  Townsend,  an  eminent  New  York 
merchant,  a  ladv  of  great  worth,  died  in  1854. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  attained  adult  age,  and  names 
known  and  honored  in  their  native  city,  viz. :  Isaiah, 
graduate  of  Union,  now  of  Cornwall;  Annie,  wife 
of  Henry  H.  Martin;  Captain  Robert,  of  United 
States  steamer  Wauchusett,  who  did  gallant  ser- 
vice in  the  Rebellion,  and  died  in  1866;  General 
Franklin,  who  has  held  many  distinguished  trusts 
in  business,  in  the  city,  and  in  the  State;  Dr. 
Howard,  a  man  of  high  position  and  a  Professor  in 
the  Albany  Medical  College;  General  Frederick, 
who  did  eminent  service  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, has  been  Adjutant-General  for  seven  years,  has 
done  much  to  reform  the  State  National  Guard, 
and  was  Presidential  elector  in  1882;  Mary,  who 
married  W.  H.  T.  W^ilker,  of  the  regular  army, 
residing  near  Augusta,  Ga. 

John  Townsend  was  linked  with  his  brother  dur- 
ing his  life  in  all  public  as  well  as  business  enter- 
prises. They  were  among  the  advisers  of  De  Witt 
Clinton  in  the  F.rie  Canal  project.  In  1811  they 
were  the  first  in  starling  the  Albany  Insurance 
Company,  which,  during  its  long  and  prosperous 
existence  of  more  than  seventy  years  has  always 
had  some  of  their  descendants  on  its  Board  of 
Directors,  usually  as  President  or  Vice-President. 
John  Townsend  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
and  Vice-President  of  the  Alhany  Savings  Bank, 
founded  in  (820.  and  President  from  1S40  to  1854. 
Ilis  son  'j'lieodore  has  been  a  Trustee  and  is  now 
its  Treasurer.  Mr.  Townsend  was  one  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  tliC  Commercial  Bank,  founded  in  1825. 
and  soon  after  elected  its  Presideuit,  which  office 
he  held  until  his  death.  He  was  also  President 
of  the  Albany  Fxchange  Company,  of  the  \\'ater 
Commissi()n,  and  several  other  local  organizations. 
H  cnrv  Burden  whose  nan  e  i-;  perjjetuated  in  the 
large  lion-works  at  1  ro\-,  comnu-uccd  his  success- 
ful career  undei  the  fowusends:  and  the  first  cast- 
iron  plow-shares  were  made  in  the  foundry,  which 
was  the  first  north  of  the  Highlands.  Mr.  Town- 
send,  last  year  as  Mayor,  1832,  was  called  the 
cholera  year,  during  which  liis  labors  were  vastlv 
increased,  and  his  good  name  made  dearer  to  his 
fellow   citizens.     He   married,   in  18 10,  Abby, 


i 


.jj  -..rr 


■  .1  ;v :  V 


1  j.'t. 


•  ■  -I 


i!/    ic  v'no 
■     ■  I  'ii 


■J;  i'H;-n 


664 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTV  OF  ALBANY. 


daughter  of  Chief-Justice  Ambrose  Spencer,  a  lady 
of  great  refinement  and  benevolence.  Slie  was  the 
mother  of  his  thirteen  children,  four  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Laura,  the  eldest,  was  the  wife 
of  John  S.  Walsh;  Ambrose  died  many  years  ago. 
There  are  now  living:  ]Mrs.  Allen  Monroe,  of  Syra- 
cuse; Mrs.  Joel  R.  Reed,  and  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Lansing,  of  Albany;  Rev.  Jolm  Townsend,  of  ]\Iid- 
dleton,  Ct. ;  and  Theodore  Townsend,  a  well-known 
and  esteemed  business  man  of  this  city. 

Mr.  John  Townsend  died  August  26,  1854. 
Francis  Bloodgood,  ]\Iayor  1831-34,  was  a 
son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Valkenburgh) 
Bloodgood,  and  great-grandson  of  Francis  Bloel- 
goet,  of  Flushing,  L.  L,  born  June  12,  1775. 
His  father  was  a  merchant  interested  in  the  early 
West  India  trade.  He  is  mentioned  as  having 
made  a  successful  venture  as  early  as  November 
3,  1770,  as  consignee  of  Albany  merchants.  Fran- 
cis graduated  at  Yale;  was  a  lawyer;  once  Clerk 
of  the  Supreme  Court;  Director  and  President  of 
the  State  Bank;  and  Piesident  of  the  Albany  Insur- 
ance Company.  He  died  March  5,  1S40;  his 
wife,  Anr a,  died  in  Philadelj)hia,  ]\Lirch  5,  1865. 
Major  William  Bloodgood  was  his  son,  whose  son, 
Captain  Edward,  of  the  regular  army,  died  at  Fort 
"Lamed,  July  31,  1867.  His  daughter,  JMrs.  Na- 
thaniel H.  Hall,  died  at  Plattsburgh,  January  19, 
1865.  Mr.  Bloodgood  was  distinguished  for  the 
excellence  of  his  temper  and  the  integrity  of  his 
character. 

Ekastus  Coknixc,  Mayor  1834-37,  was  born 
in  Norwich,  Conn.,  December  J4,  1794;  came  to 
Albany  in  1814,  and  died  April  8,  1S72,  after  a 
long  and  honorable  career  as  a  merchant,  banker, 
public  oflicer,  and  benefactor;  interesting  himself 
in  every  enterprise  that  ])romoled  the  wealth, 
morals,  and  intelligence  of  the  city.  An  extended 
biography  appears  in  another  jiart  of  this  work. 

Teunis  Van  Vechten,    Mayor    1837-39  and 
1841-42,  grandson  of  Teunis  and  Judith  (Ten 
Broeck)  Van  Vechten,   and  son  of  Teunis  and 
Elizabeth  (De  Wandelacr)  Van  Vechten,  was  born 
November  4,  1785,  and  died  February  4,  1859. 
In  1805,  his  father  was  a  merchant  on  the  west 
I     corner  of  Broadway-  and  Maiden  lane.     He  was, 
I     in  1807,  admilled  to  the  Bar  as  a  lawyer,  and  was 
for  many  years  counsel  for  the  Old  Patruon  and 
his  son,  Stephen.     He  succeeded  to  the  practice  of 
his  uncle,  Hon.  Abraham  ^'an  Vechten,  out  of  the 
most  able  lawyers  and  valued  citi/^en,-  that  Albany 
I    ever  had,  who  was  born  in  Catskiil  December  5, 
1762;  married  Catharina  Schuyler,  Mav  20,  1784; 
had  thirteen  children;  and  died  january  6,  1837. 
I    Teunis  was  for  many  years  a  Director  and  Prcsi- 
I    dent  of  the  Albany  Insurance  Company,  and  was 
more  than  once  an  Alderman.     He  married  Cath- 
arina Cu)ler,  who  died  lM;ircli  i\.  i^'3,;,  ;u;Ld  64 
i    years.    One  of  liis  daughters  married  ^.lon.  Klisha 
P.  Hurlbul.    A  eulogy  upon  his  character  is  given 
in  a  printed  sermon  by  his  pa.-tor.  Rev.  E.  P, 
Rogers. 

Jareu  L.  Rathhone,  Mavor  1839-4  I.  Mr.Rath- 
bone  was  elected  Mayor  January  21,  1S39,  tu  com- 
plete the  unexpired  term  made  by  llic  resignation 


of  Mr.  Van  Vechten,  and  was  re-elected  December 
20th  for  the  year  1840.  He  was  the  first  mayor 
elected  by  popular  vote.  Previous  to  this  the 
mayors  were  elected  by  the  Common  Council  after 
the  da3S  of  appointment  by  the  Governor  came  to 
an  end. 

He  was  Trustee  and  President  of  the  Albany 
IMedical  College,  and  held  many  other  offices  con- 
nected with  the  educational,  benevolent,  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  the  city.  He  was  of  Connect- 
icut parentage.     Died  in  1845. 

Barent  p.  Staats,  Mayor  1 84 2-4 3,  was  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  Holland  families  in 
this  Slate.  Was  born  in  Rensselaer  County  in 
1796.  He  died  in  1871,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year 
of  his  age.  Yox  fifty-lbur  years  he  had  been  a  prac- 
ticing physician,  nearly  fifty  years  of  which  were  in 
this  city.  He  was  not  an  office-seeker,  but  for  more 
than  forty  years  held  important  oHices  of  trust  be- 
cause he  was  called  for.  He  was  an  Alderman  when 
the  best  men  were  placed  in  that  office;  he  was  a 
.'-lupervisor  for  many  years;  and  Physician  ti)  the 
Penitentiary  thcTast  year  of  his  life.  In  1S34  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Assembly.  In  his  profession  he 
was  regarded  as  very  skillful.  On  the  20th  of 
June,  1867,  a  dinner  was  given  by  the  Albany 
County  Medical  Society  to  its  then  oldest  physi- 
cians, Drs.  MacNaughton,  Staats,  and  Wade,  who 
had  been  in  practice  over  fifty  years.  His  personal 
qualities  of  genial  humor,  generous  sympathies, 
and  strong  attachments;  strong  sense  of  justice,  and 
strict  temperance;  united  with  a  broad  public  spirit, 
made  him  a  favorite  among  his  llicnds  and  popular 
among  his  fellow-citizens. 

Friend  HrMriiREY,  Mayor  1  843-4  5  and  1 849 - 
50,  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  in  the  year  1787. 
Came  to  Albany  in  181 1;  engaged  in  the  leather 
trade;  became  a  successful  and  leading  meichant; 
interested  in  promoting  every  worthy  enterprise; 
was  very  energetic  and  very  popular,  not  only  as  a 
business  man,  but  as  a  citizen.  He  was  especially 
known  in  all  the  movements  for  the  advancement 
of  learning  and  sound  morals.  When  Mayor  he 
closed  the  markets  on  Sunday.  Says  an  old  mer- 
chant: "  He  was  sound  on  every  point."  His  .sec- 
ond election  was  April  9,  1844,  by  a  Whig  vote  of 
3,268  to  a  Democratic  vote  of  2,628  for  George 
^^^  Stanton.  He  died  iMarch  15,  1854.  General 
(rhauncey  Hum]jhrey  was  his  brother,  and  Theo- 
dore 1''.  liumpnrey,  of  Bostt^n,  and  James  Huni- 
jihiev,  of  New  York,  were  his  sons. 

He  was  courageous,  strong,  very  energetic,  never 
afraid  to  do  right.  Albany  never  had  a  Mayor 
better  understood  or  more  popular. 

John  Keves  Paige,  Mayor  1845-46.  Mr.  Paige 
was  a  lawyer,  and  held,  for  nineuen  years  prior  to 
his  election  as  Mayor,  the  ofiice  of  Clerk  of  the 
S  ipr^mc  Court.  He  wd.>  elecl.'d  !;y  a  p.hiraiiiy 
April  7,  1845,  as  follows:  John  ]\.  Demo- 
crat, 3,148;  Friend  Hiur.phrcy ,  Whig.  3,124; 
Isaac  Lansing,  native  American,  160;  Nathaniel 
SalToril,  Abolition,  12.  After  leaving  Albany  on 
the  failure  of  the  Canal  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
I  I'rLsident,  he  resided  in  Schoharie,  and  later  in 
I  Schenectady,  where  he  died  December  10,  1857, 
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at  the  age  of  seventy.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  a  Regent  of  the  University,  to  which  he  had 
been  appointed  in  1826.  'His  first  wife  was  Helen, 
a  daughter  of  Governor  John  C.  Vates,  who  died 
January  25,  1829.  His  second  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Mayor,  Francis  Bloudgood. 

Notwithstanding  his  long  career  of  public  ser- 
vice, he  was  singularly  reserved  and  retiring  in  his 
manners  and  attached  to  domestic  life,  and  neither 
professed  the  arts  of  popularity,  nor  that  knowledge 
of  the  world  which  is  often  necessary  to  a  man  of 
business. 

William  Pakmai.ee,  j\Ia3'or  1S46-48  and  1854- 
-56.  He  was  born  in  Lansingburgh,  N.  Y. ,  1807; 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1826;  began  to 
practice  law  in  Albany  in  1S30;  in  1836  was  City 
Attorney;  was  County  Judge  in  1839  '^'""^^  1847- 
52  ;  Recorder  of  the  City  1840-46.  He  mar- 
ried Helen,  daughter  of  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  13eck. 
While  in  his  last  term  of  office  as  Mayor,  he  died  of 
cancer  in  the  throat,  March  15,  1S56.  Charles  \^'. 
Goddard  was  appointed  by  the  Cit\-  Council,  April 
28th,  for  the  unexpired  term  of  fudge  Parmalec's. 
On  April  14,  1846,  William  Parmalee,  Whig,  was 
elected  by  a  vote  of  3, 106  over  John  K.  Paige, 
Democrat,  who  received  a  vote  of  2,512.  In  1847 
Mr.  Parmalee  was  re-elected  by  a  vote  of  4,088 
over  James  Goold,  1,168;  Mr.  Hendrickson,  605; 
and  Mr.  Woodruff",  78. 

John  Taylok,  r\Iayor  1848-49,  was  born  in 
Durham,  England,  March,  i7(j<-i,  and  died  in  Al- 
bany ScptcmlxM-  31,  1863.  ilc  migrated  to  Brook- 
lyn with  his  father  when  a  mere  infant,  and  to 
Albany  in  1793.  He  engaged  in  the  business  of  a 
tallow-chandler  with  his  lather  when  he  was  seven- 
teen years  old,  and  before  he  was  twenty-three  he 
had  been  burned  out  four  times.  Then  his  fortunes 
changed.  He  began  to  make  money  about  1813 
as  an  army  contractor.  In  1822  he  became  a 
brewer,  and  from  this  business  realized  an  amitle 
fortune,  lie  had  brandies  m  Isoston  and  New 
York  later,  conducted  by  his  sons.  He  gave  freely 
of  his  wealth  to  the  poor,  and  to  all  objects  that 
promised  to  benefit  the  city.  He  became  a  great 
reader,  and  accumulated  a  library  larger  and  more 
valuable  than  any  in  the  city  in  his  time.  He 
gained  great  popularity  and  wealth  at  the  same 
time  by  a  steady  course  of  industry,  enterprise,  in- 
tegrilv,  philantliropy  and  viiiur  Taylor's  liri'.iveiy 
is  still  occupied  at  133  Broadway. 

Fkanklin  'rowKsiiMt,  Mayor  1850-51,  was  the 
son  of  Isaiah  and  Ilannali  Townsend,  and  nephew 
of  John  Townsend,  a  former  IMayor.  under  whose 
name  the  outlnie  of  his  family  history  is  given.  He 
married  the  oidy  daughter  of  Rufus  H.  King,  once 
a  noted  merchant  and  banker  of  this  city.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  great  activity,  marked  b\'  I'vi- 
(.lence--  uf  public  (,uiil.di.ii(:c.  \\  uul-  \eLalj'j,.  iji.: 
took  charge  of  ilie  'rusvi'.SL-n .1  I'luiiacc  and  .^^a■■ 
chine-shop  in  this  city,  now  managed  by  his  son, 
Rufus  K.  Townsend.  He  has  served  on  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  as  .Supervisor.  He  has  also  been 
a  Member  of  the  Assembly,  and  for  nearly  nine 
years  Ailjutanl-Gencral  of  the  Slate.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  the  social  and  business  atlairs  of  the 
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city;  President  of  the  State  Jhnk,  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Albany  Savings  Iknk.  In  all  positions 
he  has  accpiitted  himself  with  honor. 

P^Li  Pkkry,  Mayor  1851-54,  1S56-60,  1862-64. 
An  exciting  contest  attended  the  civil  years  of 
1856-58.  April  8,  1856,  the  city  election  was 
held,  when  it  was  declared  that  Dr.  John  Y.  P. 
Quackenbush  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  twenty 
over  l^li  Perry.  .An  .indignation  meeting  was  held 
April  14th,  protesting  that  Perry  was  defeated  In- 
fraudulent  votes  in  the  Seventh  anil  I'",ighth  Wards. 
Subsequently  the  new  Common  Council,  after  con- 
sidering these  frauds,  declared,  by  a  vote  of  eleven 
to  nine,  that  Perry  was  elected.  The  election  was 
contested  by  Quackenbush. 

Each  of  the  contestants  persistently  claimed  his 
right  to  act  as  Mayor.  The  case  was  taken  to  the 
Courts  at  last  under  a  proposed  compromise,  by  the 
terms  of  which  Jvecorder  W.  S.  Paddock  was  to  act 
as  Mayor  pending  the  litigation.  The  case  never 
came  to  trial.  I'lie  Recorder  served  out  the  term 
of  Perry  and  Quackenbush,  each  of  whom  receivcii 
the  full  salary  of  Mayor.  Mr.  Perry  was  elected  in 
April  13,  1S58,  by  a  vote  of  4,699,  to  4,601  for  Dr. 
Quackenbush,  serving  until  April,  i860.  Again 
he  was  elected  for  the  two  years  from  1862-64. 
He  held  the  office  of  Alderman  and  was  two  years 
a  Member  of  Congress,  and  active  and  influential 
in  banks  and  other  public  institutions. 

He  was  born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y. , 
December  25,  1799,  and  died  in  Albany,  May  17, 
1881.  His  biography  afipears  at  length  in  another 
part  of  this  volume. 

Gf.okge  H.  1'haciikk.  Mayor  1860-62,  1866- 
-  68,  1870-74.  ]\Ii".  Tliacher  was  descended  from 
the  celebrated  Rev.  Thomas  Thacher,  the  I'uritan, 
and  first  pastor  of  the  old  .South  Congregational 
Church  in  Boston.  On  his  mother's  side  he  is 
grandson  of  the  late  Judge  Ilornell,  of  Ib^rnells- 
ville,  N.  Y'.,  where  he  \\as  born  June  4,  1S18. 
His  earl)-  life  was  one  of  penury  and  self-denial. 
In  Albany,  since  184S,  his  career  has  been  one  of 
business  prosperity  and  public  distinction.  Plis 
biography  ajjpears  in  another  part  of  this  volume. 

His  election  in  1872  was  contested  verv  hotly  in 
the  case  of  "The  people  ('.\-  ;-</.  h.dmund  L.  Jud- 
son  vs.  George  H.  Thai  lu  r. ''  The  trial  resulted 
in  a  verdict  for  the  defend. uits.  An  appeal  to  the 
Couri.  iif  .\piicals  was  tii  cn,  and  residted  in  an 
order  for  a  new  trial.  I'en.!in:>:  the  new  irial,  ?>lr. 
'Hiacher  ref^'igned  |anuarv  17,  1*74,  having  served 
twenty  months  of  his  la-^i  t'Tin.  Huring  the  litiga- 
tion concen\ing  the  INIayorally,  l('hn  (}.  Burch, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  acted  as 
I\Iavnr  Edmund  L.  judson  filled  out  the  un- 
expired term  of  Thacher,  and  was  elected  for  the 
full  succeedinn  term. 

CuAri.KS  E.  J  ■ri- i-t:Ki'.K,  .Ma\-tn-  i  -o.S-7C'.  (jrace 
Strc)vc;-,  the  wile  of  .Mr.  Bleecker,  (.lied  .\ugust  28, 
1868. 

EoMVNn  L.  JuDSO.v,  Ma^'or  1874  to  1S76,  is 
a  grand -son  of  Nathaniel  Jud.son,  one  of  the  New 
England  immigrants  who  came  from  Lonnecticut 
to  .\ll)an\-  in  171)6,  and  son  of  Ichabod  L.  |udson, 
who  kejjt  a  provision  store  here  many  years,  and 
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was  a  prominent  business  man.  IMr.  Judson  was 
born  in  this  city,  November  13,  1830,  and  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business  of  iiis  father  about  thirty- 
five  years  ajjo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Judson,  Capron  &  Smith,  dealers  in  flour  and  pro- 
visions, 359  and  361  Broadway.  He  was  arwa)'s 
a  citizen  well  informed  upon  public  affairs  and 
actively  interested  in  them,  and  yet  not  given  to 
place-seekin,2C.  He  was  Alderman  in  1862-66. 
His  contest  for  the  INIayor's  office,  to  which  he  was 
no  doubt  elected  in  1872,  is  mentioned  under  the 
sketch  of  E.x-Mayor  Thacher.  His  influence,  in 
a  quiet  way,  is  still  a  power  in  the  Republican 
parly  and  in  civil  affairs  of  the  city. 

A.  Blkecker  Banks,  Mayor  1876-78  and  1884- 
86,  is  a  native  of  New  York  City.  Since  1872 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  law-publishing 
house  of  Banks  Brothers,  475  Broadway — Mayor 
Banks  residing  at  327  State  street,  and  his  brother, 
David  Banks,  residing  in  New  York  Cit}-,  in  charge 
of  the  leading  store.  They  arc  sons  of  David 
Banks,  the  founder  of  this  ancient  house,  estab- 
lished in  1804.  Mr.  Banks  represented  Albany 
County  in  the  Assembly  in  1862,  and  in  the  State 
Senate  in  186S-71.  His  last  election  as  IMayor 
was  by  so  small  a  majority  over  Dr.  Swinburne, 
that  many  of  his  opponents  doubted  his  legal  elec- 
t'on,  but  no  contest  was  made  to  unseat  him. 
He  is  actively  interested  in  several  financial  and 
business  interests  of  the  city,  notably  in  the  Albany 


and  Greenbush  Bridge,  and  in  the  Albany  and 
Greenbush  Street  Railway,  of  which  corporations 
he  is  President. 

MrcHAEi,  N.  Nolan,  Mayor  1878  to  1S83,  a 
native  of  Ireland.  Mention  of  his  resignation  in 
|une,  1883,  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Dr.  Swinburne. 
He  was  a  Member  of  the  U.  S.  Congress  in  1881  to 
1883.  After  his  resignation,  Dr.  W.  H.  Murray, 
President  of  the  Common  Council,  uas  acting 
Mayor  until  Dr.  Swinburne  took  the  office.  Mr. 
Nolan  is  President  of  the  Beverwyck  Brewing  Co., 
24  North  Ferry  street,  of  which  the  late  Hon. 
Terence  |.  Quinn  was  a  member.  The  firm  is 
still  called  Quinn  c*;:  Nolan,  and  is  widely  known 
for  the  producdon  of  lager.  Mr.  Nolan's  sagacity 
and  e.xecutive  ability,  either  in  business  or  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  know  him. 

John  Swindurxe,  Mayor  1S83-84.  The  biog- 
raphy of  Dr.  Swinburne  is  fully  presented  in  an- 
other part  of  this  volume.  The  contest  for  the 
office  of  Mayor  at  the  Charter  Election  of  1882, 
was  a  very  exciting  one  between  Michael  N.  Nolan 
and  John  Swinburne.  Nolan  was  declared  elected 
by  a  small  majority.  Frauds  were  alleged  and 
proved,  and  after  a  legal  contest  in  the  case,  "The 
People  cx  rel.  John  Swinburne  vs.  Michael  N. 
Nolan,"  Mr.  Nolan  resigned,  after  filling  about 
fifteen  months  of  the  term,  and  Dr.  Swinburne  was 
seated  in  the  chair  june  25,  1883,  and  served  the 
remainder  of  the  term. 
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STATE  STREET,  LOOKING  EAST. 


''PHE  above  cut  represents  a  view  of  State  street 
X     in  1S05.    We  arc  supposed  to  be  standing 
near  the  head  of  the  street,  in  front  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  and  on  the  site  of  old  Fort  Frederick,  a 


strong,  quadrangular  fortification,  with  a  bastion  at 
each  corner,  which  stood  upon  ihc  high  hill  there. 
The  altitude  of  its  heavy  stune  walls  was  equal  to 
that  of  the  roof  of  St.  Peters  at  the  present  day.  The 
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above  illustration  gives  a  view,  looking  eastward, 
of  the  rougli  and  irregular  street,  at  the  front  of 
which  is  the  old  Dulch  Church.  The  house  on  the 
left  is  that  of  Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  a  younger 
brother  of  the  Patruon.  The  two  houses  next  to 
Van  Rensselaer's  belonged  to  the  W^ebster  ]5rotliers, 
and  the  frame  building  next  to  them  was  their  office, 
and  was  familiarly  known  as 
Websters' corner.    Next  below  tor  ;ii=^gij^ 

Wcbsters'  is  seen  the  Living-  '    "  ""'^ 

ston  house  and  elm  tree,  and  'S.  , 
the  Lydius  house,  occupying  _\ 
opposite  corners.  I'he  house 
just  below  the  Lydius  corner  is  .~ 
now  occupied  by  the  State 
Bank.  Pearson,  a  tobacconist, 
and  Dr.  Dexter,  a  druggist,  oc- 
cupied the  next  taller  build- 
ings. Next  east  of  Dexter's 
building  was  the  Tontine  Cof- 
fee House.  Almost  in  front 
and  at  the  steepest  part  of  the 
street  is  seen  one  of  the  old 
well-curbs  of  the  city,  used  be- 
fore the  construction  of  water- 
works. The  tall  house  seen 
over  the  angle  of  the  old  Dutch 
Church  belonged  to  the  Kanes, 
well-known  merchants.  The 
house  on  tlie  right  of  the 
church,  in  range  with  the  ^  ^ 
most  distant  lamp-post,  be- 
longed  to  Dr.  Mancius,  and  '4a^jti2*«sfe??i£:^ 


the  city  post-office  was  kept  tiiere  for  some 
years. 

In  the  portion  of  the  street  opposite  to  the  Liv- 
ingston elm  were  two  noble  but  dissimilar  build- 
ings; one  of  them  was  erected  by  Plerman  Wendell 
in  1 716,  the  other  was  built  by  John  Stevenson  in 
17S0.    The  former  was  in  the  ancient  Dutch  style. 

The  Stevenson  House  was 
in  its  day  a  wonder  in  archi- 
tecture, and  in  a  style  quite 
different  from  anything  in  Al- 
bany. It  was  purely  English 
throughout,  and  was  known  as 
"  the  rich  man's  house."  I)Oth 
of  these  buildings  were  de- 
molished in  1 84 1. 

Coming  up  State  street,  on 
the  south  side  was  the  spacious 
brick  residence  of  George  Mer- 
chant, over  which  six  birds  are 
seen.  The  peaks  and  chim- 
neys beneath  the  single  bird 
are  those  of  the  old  Geological 
Hall,  which  stood  back  of 
Merchant's  house  and  occu- 
pied the  site  of  the  present 
Geological  Hall.  The  build- 
ing with  a  projecting  ridge  for 
hoisting  was  a  carpenter's 
shop,  and  the  last  one  seen 
on  the  right  of  the  picture 
was  the  chair  Rectory  of  Mr. 
McChesney. 


THE  WENDELL  HOUSE. 


THE  STEVENSON  HOUSE. 
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NORTH  PEARL  AND 

This  cut  exliibils  the  corners  of  Nortli  Pearl  . 
and  State  streets,  looking  up  Pearl.  The  most 
conspicuous  objects  are  the  ancient  luiilding 
known  as  the  l^ydius  House  (6)  with  its  terraced 
gable,  and  the  adjoining  mansion  (7)  of  William 
Pitt  Jk'crs.  The  corner  house  was  built  about  I 
1657  for  the  parsonage  of  the  Dutch  Church.  All 
the  materials  were  said  to  have  been  imported  from 
Holland.  Its  interior  was  elaborate.  The  parti- 
tions were  made  of  mahogany,  and  the  exposed 
beams  ornamented  with  carving. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  is  seen  the 
frame  building  (1)  known  as  Websters'  corner,  pre- 
viously alluded  to.    The  white  house  (2)  next  to 


STATE  STREETS. 

it  was  the  site  of  the  residence  of  Peter  Livingston, 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. The  old  elm  tree,  recently  removed,  was 
])lanted  by  ]\Ir.  Livingston.  The  large  building 
with  two  gables  (3)  in  hont  was  known  as  the  Van 
Derheyden  Palace.  It  was  just  below  Maiden 
lane  on  the  site  now  occupicil  by  the  Perry  Build- 
ing. 

A  little  beyond  the  Palace  is  seen  the  homestead 
of  the  Pruyen  family,  a  Dutch  house  (4)  with  ter- 
raced gable  fronting  tlie  street.  Dr.  Ilunloke 
Woodruff,  an  eminent  physician,  owned  the  next 
(5)  more  modern  residence  on  the  corner  of  Maid- 
en Lane  and  Pearl  street. 


■I: 


NORTH   PEARL  STREET.  FROM   MAIDEN   LANE  NORrHWARD. 
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The  cut  on  prt'cedinf^  p^^S^  is  a  continuation  of  j 
Pearl  street  from  Maiden  lane  north\var<i.  'J'he 
WocdrufT  House  (i  )  is  first  seen.   The  small  build-  \ 
ing  (2)  next  to  it  was  the  Dr.'s  office.    At  that  : 
time  (lentislry,  as  a  distinct  profe;-sion,  was  not 
practiced  in  Albany.    Next  to  the  doctor's  oflice 
was  a  stately  Dutch  building  (3),  erected  by  Will- 
iam Eights  s  imewhere  alter  I77''i.    'I  he  frame  ' 
building  adjoining  was  long  occupied  by  Dick 
Thompson,  who  was  quite  celebrated  as  a  w'aiter.  I 
The  next  house  with,  terraced  gable  (6)  had  a  brick 


front,  and  was  occupied  by  David  Groesbeck,  in 
the  immediate  rear  of  which  is  seen  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church.  It  was  la-.t  occupied  by  Mc- 
Caffrey &  Holmes,  bakers.  It  adjoined  the  Female 
Academy  on  the  south.  The  tall  building  (7)  was 
occupied  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Yates.  No.  8  was  occu- 
pied by  Cornelius  Brown,  some  time  baker,  after- 
wards a  cartman.  The  last  building  (9)  was  the 
famous  Uranian  Hall,  erected  by  the  Society  of 
]\Iechanics,  where  the  children  of  mechanics  were 
educated. 


This  is  a  continuation  of  the  last  view,  a  ])or- 
tion  of  North  Pearl  street.  Tiie  first  house  (10) 
was  for  many  years  the  house  and  store  of  Henry 
Bleecker.  It  was  built  prior  to  the  Revolution  by 
John  Nicholas  ]5leecker.  About  1800  it  was  oc- 
cupied by  William  McClellan,  an  eminent  Scotch 
physician.  On  the  site  of  buildings  (8,  9  and  10) 
the  present  Female  Acailerny  stands,  founded  in 
1814,  and  thfn  kn  nvn  as  Union  School.  Inhnurc 
II  dwell  Joljii  B.  Romeyii,  D.  D. ,  of  the  Presliy- 
terian  Church.  Next  to  Dr.  Romeyn  reside  I 
Peter  KImendorf,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  ihe 
city.  Cerardus  Pausing,  brother-in-law  of  General 
Ten  Proeck,  resided  in  No.  13.  Next  to  No.  13 
was  a  house,  which  has  been  omitted,  built  and 
occupied  by  John  Rufger  Bleecker,  a  survcynr. 
Between  dwelling  14  and  the  little  school-house 

(15)    was    II    p!  i\'--;mu;id  '.h'.;  L.«:i.,,.- 

over  that  inclusurc  and  ;inuii!y  the  tnies  is  seen  die 
family  mansion  or  homestead  of  tiie  Blceckeis. 
The  last  house  (16)  was  the  residence  of  John  An- 
drews, a  well-known  police  constable,  who  was  tlie 
terror  of  evil-doers  eighty  years  ago.  No  12  was 
the  last  of  the  old  houses  in  tl  lis  ro  w,  .uul  was  taken 
down  about  twenlN  -five  years  ago. 


!      Our  next  view  of  Norlh  Pearl  street  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  west  side  from  Canal  to  Patroon  street. 
The  buildings  possess  little  interest,  except  the 
church  with  two  steeples,  the  edifice  of  the  North 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  erected  in  179S.  With 
j  the  exception  of  the  church,  all  the  other  buildings 
I  have  long  since  j)as:ied  av.-.ay.    'J'hey  were  of  wood, 
all  painted  rod,  and  gave  a  very  dull  appearance  to 
I  the  street.     On  the  left  (i)  is  seen  a  portion  of  the 
:  Vandeberg  Mansion.    .Adjoining  it  (2)  was  the 
I  shop  L>f  John  JJai  lam.  a  blacksmith.    The  next 
;  building  wa.i  occujiietl  by  an  Irish  schoolmaster 
i  named  Crabbc.    Back  of  these  (.0  is  seen  the  tool- 
liouse  of  the  church,  and  upon  the  distant  emi- 
nence beyond,  then  known  as  Arbor  Hill,  is  seen 
the  country  seat  (5)  of  General  Pen  Broeck,  of  the 
Revolution,  and  three  years  Mayor  of  Albany. 

I    .\rb...r  lllll  1.1  livv,   v.^Cuplou  b;    I  In  ■  hUlS  W.  Olcoll. 

I  Next  to  die  last  of  the  small  buildings  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  church  was  tlien  occupied  by  Mc- 
Gourghey,  a  chocolate  manufacturer,  and  in  the 
last  (7)  the  sexton  of  the  church  resided.  Fox 
Creek  iormerly  llowed  across  the  street  (now  under 
it)  where  the  fencr  is  seen,  adjoining  7,  and  so  be- 
tween the  trees.    Opposite  the  church  is  seen  a 
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NORTH  PEARL  STREET. 


small  building,  which  was  tlicii  occupied  by  ]3ock- 
ing,  a  famous  cake  baker.  The  two  little  figures 
in  this  picture  re[)reseut  a  fasliionably-dressed  cou- 
ple in  Albany  in  T805.    The  lady  has  not  yet 


"found  her  waist,"  and  the  gentleman  has  his 
roundhead  hat,  narrow-skirted  coat  and  huge 
white-topped  boots,  then  just  beginning  to  be 
worn. 


MARKET  STREET. 


This  view  represents  that  portion  of  Market 
street,  east  side,  from  Stale  street  to  Maiden  lane. 
The  public  market,  which  gave  the  name  to  the 
street,  is  seen  in  its  center,  beginning  on  the  left 
we  have  a  view  of  the  residence  (i)  of  Paul  Iloch- 
strasser,  a  wealthy  (German  merchant.    The  next 


(2)  on  the  corner  of  Maiden  lane  was  the  hou.-e  in 
wliich  General  Peter  Ganscvoort,  one  of  the  most 
active  of  the  Revolutionary  ofllcers,  was  born. 
The  larger  house  (3)  was  occupied  bv  Mill,  a  glove 
and  leather-breeches  maker.  In  the  upper  part 
Fairman,  the  engraver,  started  business.    The  more 


I  1; 
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stately  brick  mansion  (4)  was  built  and  occupied 
by  Thomas  Hun,  agent  of  the  Patroon,  and  after-  , 
ward  by  his  son,  Abraham  Hun.     It  was  at  one  i 
time  occupied  as  a  post-office.    Ne.^t  to  it,  and  I 
partly  concealed  by  the  market  (5),  was  the  store  of  j 
Barent  &  John  G.  Blceckcr.    l"hc  terraced  gable 
of  Ford's  carpet  store  is  seen  next  beyond  it,  and 
looming  above  all  is  the  grand  mansion  of  David 
Fonda,  a  dry  goods  merchant.    It  occupied  the 


site  of  Ransom's  iron-front  store.  Beyond  the 
market  was  the  auction  store  of  John  launcoy,  and 
rising  above  it  (19)  is  seen  a  large  brick  building, 
the  store  and  dwelling  of  the  Kane  Brothers,  al- 
ready referred  to.  Back  of  these  is  seen  the  roof 
of  a  building,  recently  the  site  of  the  E.xchange, 
now  occupied  by  the  Post-ofiice  Building.  Next 
to  Kane's  was  the  apothecary  store  of  Dr.  Mancius, 
wiiere  the  cit)'  post-office  was  kept. 


8  a  rt :»  ''^-^ 
,„„  ,         -   inaaiir  ;i)5is[f 


MARKET  STREET,   NOW  BROADWAY. 


This  represents  the  appearance  of  Market  street 
(now  Broadway)  in  the  year  1805.  On  the  extreme 
left  (i)  v.-e  have  a  corner  of  the  old  Dutch  Church, 
then  a  low  yellow  building,  known  as  Robinson's 
Corner,  where  the  Albany  Museum  building  novv' 
stands.  Next  (3)  was  the  brick  dwelling-house 
and  store  of  John  Van  Schaick,  then  an  eminent 
merchant.  In  the  two-.'<tory  white  frame  building 
(4)  David  Waters  sold  groceries,  and  in  the  adja- 
cent brick  building  (5)  lived  David  Newland,  a 
Scotch  settler.  Albert  Willett  lived  in  the  next 
brick  building,  and  in  the  taller  one  adjoining  was 
the  Albany  Bank.    Its  nearest  neighbor  was  the 


spacious  brick  dwelling  of  John  Maley,  one  of  the 
merchant  princes  of  Albany.  It  was  long  known 
as  the  Mansion  Mouse  Hotel.  Abram  R.  'i"en 
Eyck's  book  store  was  next  to  Maley's,  and  the 
smaller  house,  with  a  large  chimney,  belonged  to 
Peter  Douw,  a  merchant.  His  neighbor  (11)  was 
Parent  G.  Staats,  also  a  merchant.  In  the  small 
building  lived  Tennis  Van  Vechten,  a  wealthy 
burgher.  The  last  house  (13)  was  liuilt  of  Holland 
brick.  It  was  a  double  house.  On  the  corner 
dwelt  Richard  Lush,  and  in  an  adjoining  part 
of  the  building  Joim  Ikinkerhoff  had  a  hardware 
store. 


MARKfT  3TFEET    NOW  [^ROAOWAY. 


In  house  14  John  .Meads  resided  I'm!  a  while, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Lawson  Aumslcy  in  1S14 
with  a  looking-glass  store.  The  next  house  (15) 
belonged  to  Martin  Beekmau,  .'.nd  was  occupied 
by  Richard  Dunn  Sons  before  they  removed  to 
Court  street.  House  16  was  occupied  by  John 
Jacob  Lansing.    He  died  in  180S.   I'he  tall  build- 


ing adjoliung  (17)  was  the  residence  of  Parent 
Blcccker,  an  extensive  merchant  at  this  day.  It 
was  painted  yellow,  and  appeared  very  gay  by  side 
of  its  neighbor  (iS),  a  dull  red  house,  built  in  the 
antique  Dutch  style,  of  Holland  brick,  and  occu- 
pied by  General  John  H.  Wendell,  a  Rcvolutionarv 
officer.    Adjoining  it  was  the  law  ofTice  of  Stephen 
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Lush.  The  grand  house  of  Dr.  Samuel  Struiger 
(i8)  towers  above  all  the  edifices  on  this  part  o.''the 
street.  It  was  demolished  in  1856.  Next  to  it 
was  Dr.  Stringer's  office,  separated  by  an  alley  from 
the  large  brick  house  (20)  of  Andrew  lirown. 
Dudley  Walsh  occupied  the  house  next  to  Brown, 
and  on  the  corner  of  Steuben  is  seen  die  old  brick 
house  of  Sanders  Lansing,  a  celebrated  cake-maker 
of  that  day.  Opposite  tlic  cake-maker's  shop  was 
the  fine  old  brick  residence  of  Chancellor  Lansing, 


!  Mayor  from  1786  to  1790.    This  completes  a  de- 
!  scription  of  this  portion  of  IMarkct  street  in  olden 
I  times,  then,  as  now,  one  of  the  j)rincipal  business 
streets  of  the  city. 

OLD  HOUSES  AND  LANDMARKS. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  Albany 
is  its  old  houses,  of  which  the  most  noteworUiy  are 
hereafter  mentioned. 


i1  ^ 


OLD  STAATS  HOUSE. 


The  Staats  Ikiuse,  corner  State  and  Pearl,  is  re- 
garded as  the  oldest  edifice  in  the  city.  It  is  one 
of  two  which  stood  there  when  South  Pearl  was  a 
lane,  entered  by  a  gate.  AViien  the  street  was 
widened,  the  upper  house  known  as  Lewis's 
Stevens   was  taken  away.     There  formerly  ran 


across  the  front  of  these  two  houses,  underneath 
the  eaves,  in  iron  letters,  tiie  words  A/t;to  Domun, 
and  below,  over  die  upper  ^tory,  the  figures,  also  in 
iron,  1667.  When  the  upper  house  was  taken 
away  the  word  Anno  was  left  on  the  house  still 
standing,  and  is  there  yet. 


LANSING  (NOW  PEMBERTON)  HOUSE. 


I 


1} 
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The  Pembcrton  House,  corner  Columbia  and 
North  Pearl  Street,  is  another  old  building.  When 
constructed;  no  two  adjoining  rooms  were  on  the 
same  level,  the  ceilings  were  not  plastered,  but 
the  beams  and  sleepers  were  polished,  and  the  jambs 
of  the  fire-place  faced  with  porcelain,  ornamented 
with  Scripture  scenes.  In  earlier  days  this  house 
was  occupied  by  the  widow  Visscher.  It  was 
especially  distinguished  as  the  lodging  place  for 
Indians  when  they  came  to  Albany  for  the  purpose 
of  trading  their  ftir:^,  too  often  for  rum  and  worth-  | 
less  ornaments.     Here  many  stirring  scenes  tran-  I 


spired,  when  the  Indians  held  their  pow-wows, 
and  became  uproarious  under  the  inlluence  of 
strong  drink.  At  such  times  the  widow  would  use 
her  broomstick  freely.  It  was  a  potent  scepter  in 
her  hands  in  restoring  order,  for  the  most  stalwart 
Indian  who  had  once  felt  its  power,  looked  upon 
it  with  awe. 

The  Vanderheyden  Palace  stood  on  Pearl  street, 
on  what  is  now  tlie  site  of  the  Perry  building.  The 
palace  was  built  in  1725  by  Johannes  Beekman. 
The  bricks  were  said  to  have  been  imported  from 
Holland,  and  the  house  was  one  of  the  best  spe- 


VANDERHEYDEN  PALACE. 


cimens  of  Dutch  architecture  in  the  State.  It 
was  occupied  by  ]\lr.  Beekman  as  his  family  resi- 
dence, until  his  death  in  1756,  after  which  his  two 
daughters  resided  in  it  until  a  short  time  previous 
to  the  Revolution.  In  1778  the  mansion  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Jacob  Vanderheyden.  The  dimen- 
sions were  50  feet  front  by  20  feet  in  depth,  having 
a  hall  and  two  rooms  on  a  floor.  The  edifice  was 
so  antique  that  it  arrested  the  antiquarian  fancy 
of  Washington  Irving,  and  is  descril)cd  by  him  in 
the  story  of  Dolph  Heyliger,  in  "  Bracebridge 
Hall,"  as  the  residence  of  Herr  Antony  \'un- 
derheyden.  It  was  demolished  in  1833.'  ^''^ 
weather  vane,  a  horse  under  groat  stress  of  speed, 
now  glitters  above  the  peaked  turret  of  the  jjoital 
at  Sunnyside. 

The  Lydius  House  stood  till  1S-2  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  State  and  Pearl.  It  was  built  ex- 
pressly for  a  parsonage.  The  bricks,  tiles,  iron, 
and  wood-work  were  all  imported  from  Holland. 
They  came  over  the  church,  beil  and  pulfiit  in 
1657.  The  pdCiiiiiMis  WL-ie  nialiuganv.  ;uiii  the  ex- 
posed beams  ornamcDtcd  with  carvings  in  high  re- 
lief representing  the  vine  and  fruit  of  the  grape. 
To  show  the  relief  more  perfectly,  the  beams  were 
painted  white.  Balthazar  Lydius  was  its  otdy  oc- 
cupant for  many  years.  He  was  an  eccentric  old 
bachelor,  and  was  the  terror  of  all  the  boys.  He 
was  a  tall,  thin  Dvitchman,  with  a  bullet  head,  fond 

85 


of  his  pipe  and  bottle,  and  gloried  in  celibacy  until 
his  life  was  in  the  "  sere  and  yellow  leaf  "  Then 
he  gave  a  pint  of  gin  fur  a  squaw,  and  calling  her 
his  wife,  lived  with  her  as  such  until  his  death,  in 
1 8 1  5. 

The  Van  Rensselaer  ^lansion,  at  the  head  01 
North  Broadway,  was  erected  in  1765.  It 
is  commonly  known  as  the  Patroon's,  and  until 


-■■  ■        ;„V'y V^'i^ .  iiu  "  '."'•"^  ■V-'V'j 

The  Patioori  s  Mansion. 

lately  was  occupied  by  his  descendants.  The  front 
\  door  opens  directly  mto  a  spacious  nail,  upon  the 
:  walls  of  which  is  paper  of  most  curious  and 
'  elaborate  design,  put  on  when  the  house  was  built, 
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having  been  imported  from  Holland  expressly  for 
the  purpose. 

The  Van  Rensselaer  Mansion  in  Grcenbush 
stands  nearly  opposite  the  blast  furnace,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  been  built  by  Johannes  N'an 
Rensselaer  as  early  as  1663.  It  is  of  brick  brought 
from  Holland.  An  addition  was  built  in  1740. 
The  original  building  v.as  used  as  a  fort,  and  some 
of  the  port-holes  are  visible  in  the  stone  walls.  In. 
the  addition  are  forty  or  fifty  curious  tiles,  repre- 
senting Scripture  scenes. 


Schuyler  Mansion. 


Schuyler  Mansion,  head  of  Schuyler  street,  a  lit- 
tle west  of  South  Fearl,is  of  brick,  with  a  closed  oc- 
tagonal porch  in  front.  It  was  built  by  ]Mrs.  Schuy- 
ler while  her  husband,  General  Pliilip  Schuyler,  was 
in  England,  in  1760-61.  The  old  iamily  mansion, 
large  and  highly  ornamented  in  tlie  Dutch  style,  j 
stood  nearly  upon  the  site  of  the  present  City  Hall, 
and  was  taken  down  in  1800.  In  this  latter  man- 
sion Gcncnil  Schuyler  and  his  family  dispensed  a 
princely  hospitality  for  almost  forty  years.  When 
General  Burgoyne  surrendered  at  Saratoga  in  1777, 
he  and  other  prisoners  were  sent  forward  to  Albany, 
General  Schaylc)-  writing  to  his  wife  to  give  the 
English  General  the  very  best  reception  in  her 
power. 

"Tiie  Brili'-h  commander  was  well  receivcii," 
writes  the  ]\riwcini:;  do  Chastellux,  "and  lodged  in 
the  best  apartment  in  the  house.  An  excellent 
supper  was  served  liim,  the  honors  of  which  were 
done  with  so  much  grace  that  he  was  affected  even 
to  tears,  and  said  with  a  deep  sigh.  'Indeed  this  is 
doing  too  rnuch  fur  a  man  v/ho  has  ravages!  their 
lands  and  burni.  their  dvveIlin.L;s. ' " 

In  1 78 1  a  jilun  was  laid  c.Ti)ti.ro  General 
Schuyler  and  Inke  him  tc)  Canada.  A  party  of 
Tories,  Canadians  and  Indians  surrounded  the 
house  for  several  days,  and  at  length  forced  an  en- 
trance. The  famil}-  collected  in  an  upper  room, 
forgetting  to  take  with  them  an  infuit  ciiild  sleep- 
ing in  the  nursery.  The  mother  was  flying  back 
to  the  rescue  when  the  General  prevented  her,  but 


the  third  daughter,  afterwards  the  wife  of  the  last 
of  the  Patroons,  rushed  downstains,  snatched  her 
sister  from  the  cradle  and  bore  her  off  in  saleiy. 
As  she  sprang  up  the  stairs,  an  Indian  hurled  a 
tomahawk  at  her,  which  cut  her  dress  a  few  inches 
from  the  infant's  head,  and  struck  the  stair-rail  at 
the  lower  turn,  where  the  mark  is  still  pointed  out. 

The  assailants  were  frightened  from  their  purjiose 
and  fled  to  Canada,  carrying  with  diem  much  of 
the  General's  plate,  but  not  the  General.  In  this 
house  Lafayette.  Count  de  Rochambeau,  Baron 
Steuben,  Aaron  J'urr,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Charles 
Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  and  many  other  notable  per- 
sonages were  entertained.  December  14,  1780, 
Alexander  Hamilton  and  Elizabeth  Schuyler  were 
married  in  this  house,  and  another  notable  wedding 
that  took  place  here  was  that  of  Mrs.  IMcIntosh, 
who  owned  the  property,  to  e.x-Presidenl  Fillmore. 


Robert  Yates'  House. 

Robert  Yates  was  one  of  the  leading  jurists  and 
statesmen  of  his  time.  The  above  cut  is  a  view  of 
his  residence  on  Slate  street. 

CHURCHYARDS  AND  CEMETERIES. 

In  the  earliest  days  of  our  city  the  dead  were 
buried  near  the  places  where  they  cast  off  their 
mortal  coil,  and  turned  to  dust  without  any  monu- 
mental mark  of  any  kind.  When  lands  began  to 
be  occu]iied  at  a  later  date  by  families,  some  spot 
was  selected  on  the  homestead  and  inclosed  for 
burial  of  their  dead.  Sometimes  a  tomb  was  erected 
for  this  purpose. 

Around  the  churches  a  home  for  the  dead,  "God's 
acre,"  was  always  reserved,  called  the  churchyard. 
The  first  churchyard  was  set  apart  close  by  the  first 
church  erected,  on  what  is  now  Church  street, 
near  old  Fort  Change,  in  1613.  ']  hirtccn  }''vs 
after,  in  1656,  another  edifice  was  erected  at  die 
junction  of  State  street  and  Broadway,  around 
which  the  dead  were  buried  for  many  years,  until 
the  third  edifice  was  built,  some  forty  years  laler, 
on  Beaver  street.  Here  a  church  stood  for  about 
a  century  and  three  cpiarters,  long  known  as  tlie 
Middle  Dutch  Church.  Many  changes  were  made  in 
the  structure  to  adapt  it  to  growing  demands,  unnl 
recently  it  \s  is  taken  down  and  the  ground  u<  cupied 
by  a  buiKiing  called  the  City  Market.  A  new  and 
admirable  structure  succeeds  it  at  corner  of  iMadison 
avenue  and  Swan  street.  Here  about  the  Beaver 
street  Church  the  city  dead  were  laid  away  for 
over  a  century,  nuniliering  thousands.  From  1722 
to  1759,  tlie  records  give  a  list  of  1,759  burials. 
INIany  were  removed  from  the  State  street  grounds, 
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and  yet  human  bones  have  recently  been  exca- 
vated there  of  .some  neglected  ones. 

When  the  churchyard  became  completely  cov- 
ered with  tombs,  a  layer  of  earth  was  superim- 
posed, and  new  graves  were  made,  so  that  three 
tiers  of  coffins,  closely  compacted  side  by  side,  lay 
one  above  another.  About  1780  the  place  had 
been  abandoned,  and  a  citv  burial  lot  was  estab- 


lished south  of  the  old  Capitol  Park.  A  new 
church  structure  was  erected  on  the  old  lot  in 
1805,  but  it  no  longer  had  a  city  churchyard. 
The  new  lot  south  of  the  Capitol,  and  appropriated 
for  a  common  burial  ground  in  17S9,  was  bounded 
by  Eagle  on  the  east,  State  on  the  north,  and 
Lancaster  on  die  south.  Lots  were  set  apart  for  the 
different  churches. 


LODGE  AT  RU 

The  Lutherans  had  a  burial  ground  in  connection 
with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ebenezer  Church, 
founded  in  1680,  on  the  site  of  the  present  IMusic 
Hall  and  City  Building.  For  over  a  century  this 
church  buried  their  dead  here.  When  the  old 
Centre  Market,  which  occupied  Uiis  ground  many 
years,  was  demolished  in  1868,  the  remains  were 
removed  to  the  Riu-al  Cemetery. 

The  l'"ir.^t  I'resb}  lerian  Church,  establislied  in 
1763,  had  a  burial  lot  until  about  I7f'0,  in  con- 
stant use,  in  the  sc|iiare  bounded  by  liadson  ave- 
nue, Grand,  Beaver,  and  William  street-. 

The  ne.xt  f)ubiic  oenieier)-,  established  faroutsiJ.e 
the  settled  part  ot  die  city,  in  State  street  near 
Knox,  began  to  be  occupied  in  iou6.  It  was 
surrounded  by  a  fence  ten  feet  high,  and  divided 
among  the  dili'ercnt  religious  congrcgaUons.  It 
was  thus  used  about  sixty  years,  when,  in  18(18,  the 
bodies  were  rtrnoveil  to  llie  ]\.ural  Cemetery,  and 
the  ground  \\as  made  a  ))art  of  Washington  Park. 
The  leii.le'.iiujji  >vas  m.iik:  .11  ihi.-  (..\p  ,u^^.-  v.l  LUi; 
city,  under  arrangements  widi  ih',.'  wnioas  religious 
congregations  which  occupied  burial  U.>ts  on  these 
grounds.  The  Ccmimon  Council  appointed  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Peter  M.  ('armichael, 
William  S,  Paddock,  William  H.  Taylor,  julmund 
L.  Judson,  and  'Phonias  IMulhall,  to  act  in  iis 
behalf. 


RAL  CEMETERY. 

j  The  Albany  Rural  Cemetery  had  its  origin  in  a 
sermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  P.  T.  Welch,  D. D., 
in  the  Pearl  street  Baptist  Church,  December, 
I  1840.  April  2,  1 84 1,  an  A.ssociation  was  in- 
i  corporated,  consisting  of  Rev.  Dr.  B.  T.  Welch, 
i  first  President  of  the  Association;  Anthony  iVL 
j  Strong,  first  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer,  John  A.  Dix,  John  Q.  Wilson,  James 
1  Homer,  Peter  Cansevoort,  Tiiomas  W.  OUott, 
!  Ezra  P.  Prentice,  John  Wendell,  Ellis  Baker,  Ira 
I  PLanis,  Archibald  Mclntyre.  The  Commitiee  to 
K'Catc  and  improve  the  grounds  were  B.  T.  Welch 
;  and  'I'horaas  W.  Olcott,  ^^•ho  selected  the  site 
j  April  20,  1844.  I  lie  cemetery  originally  contained 
!  100  acres,  a  jiart  of  which  formerly  belonged  to 
I  Thomas  Uillln.xisc.  This  portion  was  consecrated 
I  October  7,  1841,  with  impressive  and  imposing 
j  ceremonies. The  first  interment  was  mad(;  in 
j  May,  1 84  5.  Additions  by  purchase  have  been  made, 
!  and  the  Association  now  owns  z8ii  acres. 

'i  his  be.'.Liliud  i. nd  diversilicd  cemetery  IS  situ.iled 
in  die  township  of  Watervlict,  about  three  mUcs 

*  At  the  consccrntion,  D.iniel  D.  r!r,i!nard  was  the  or.itor;  Alfred  B. 
Street,  the  poet.  Revs.  Tir.  W.  B.  Spraciie  .ind  H.  Potter  were  the 
clergy;  aiui  atti\c  on  th.\t  [lay  and  in  the  uluile  as  l.ui^  as  they 

lived,  hc^id'-s  the  'I'lnstt'es,  were  (.ridenn  Hawley,  Arnos  Dean,  *.1tis 
Allen,  I.cuis  Henedict.  Matthew  Tatten,  and  many  other?,  tiencral 
Kutns  K.ui^  «.is  the  .Nrusli.il.  In  natural  and  anistic  heanty,  this 
ceineli  ry  has  been  spoken  of  by  good  critics  as  excelled  only  by  that 
i>f  Cincinnati.        .,  . 
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north  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  is  easy  of  access 
by  private  conveyance  on  the  Troy  Turnpike  road, 
by  the  West  Trov  Horse-Cars,  and  by  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Company's  Railroad.  This  road 
has  a  station  near  the  entrance  to  the  cemetery. 

The  cemetery  grounds  possess  in  a  remarkable 
degree  the  natural  conditions  desiretl  in  physical 
structure  and  adaptability.  Its  undulating  con- 
tour and  diversified  variety;  its  picturesque  expanse 
of  hill  and  dale,  ravine  and  dell,  stream  and  cas- 
cade, sparkling  rivulets,  bubbling  fountains,  placid 
ponds,  rocky  cliffs,  sylvan  nooks,  and  miniature 
forests — attractions  rare  and  unique — combine  to 
place  this  cemetery  among  the  finest  in  the 
country. 

The  whole  grounds  are  planned  and  platted 
with  the  taste  and  skill  of  artistic  engineering,  and 
the  sculptor's  work  is  seen  from  every  point,  as 
the  eye  wanders  over  the  many  monuments  and 
other  mementoes  of  the  departed. 

Broad  avenues  and  drives  lined  with  shade  trees, 
intricate  labyrinths  of  walks  and  paths,  serve  to  per- 
plex the  visitor  in  his  rambles  here,  in  this  silent 
city  of  the  dead. 

A  natural  feature  is  the  division  of  this  area  into 
three  ridges,  designated  South,  IMiddlc  and  North, 
running  east  and  west,  through  which  pass  two 
never  failing  streams  of  water,  which  are  used  to 
advantage  in  ornamentation  and  giving  wide  di- 
versity of  scenic  efl'cct. 

Jeffrey  P.  Thomas,  succeeding  his  father,  is  the 
Superintendent  and  Surveyor.  He  is  a  man  of 
e.xccllent  taste  and  judgment. 

St.  Agnes'  Cemetery  adjoins  the  Rural  Cemetery 
on  the  south,  and  is  approached  by  a  beautiful 
tree-lined  avenue,  nearly  half  a  mile  long,  by  the 
same  public  conveyances  that  serve  for  the  Rural. 
This  cemetery  contains  50  acres,  and  is  on  the 
same  ridge  with  the  Rural,  and  handsomely  and 
tastefully  arranged.  The  Association  was  incor- 
porated May  9,  1867,  with  the  following  ofll- 
cers:  Right  Rev.  John  J.  Conro)',  Rev.  lulgar  P. 
Wadhams,  Peter  Cagger,  Presidents;  William  S. 
Preston,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  John  Tracey, 
James  Hall,  William  Cassidy,  Thomas  Mattiinore, 
John  Stuart,  Joseph  Clinton,  Robert  Higgins,  John 
McCaidlf,  John  iNlullcn,  Henry  T.ucke,  Directors. 
Thomas  Kearney  is  Superintendent.  'J'hc  cemetery 
grounds  were  consccratod  un  t!ie  ii^th  of  jM;iv, 
1867,  by  the  Right  Rev.  liishop  Conroy,  assisted  by 
the  clerg)'  of  the  city,  in  the  ]>res('nce  of  a  large 
assembly,  who  witnessed  the  solemn  and  impressive 
ceremony. 

Anshe  Kmeth  Cemetery  adjoins  the  Rural  Cem- 
etery on  the  northeast,  and  contains  four  acres. 
It  was  first  appropriated  as  a  place  of  interment 
for  the  Members  of  the  Jewish  Congiegalion.  .'\nshe 
Rincth.  Ill  iSd/  ii  was  su!VC}i;d  iiuo  lots;  and 
in  1875  ^^'^'^  incorporated  as  a  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion. The  grounds  are  arranged  in  excellent 
taste,  and  general  simplicity  is  observed  in  the 
order  of  design,  which  adds  much  to  the  whole 
aj^pearauce.  The  natural  features  in  some  respects 
resemble  those  uf  the  Rural,  yet  lack  in  the  great 
diversity  and  changeable  character  of  surface. 


This  cemetery  is  reached  by  the  Loudonville 
plank  road,  also  by  the  way  leading  to  the  Rural. 
The  officers  are  Joseph  Sporberg,  J.  Laventall, 
Isaac  Waldman,  S.  Ponday.  C.  Tasler  is  Super- 
intendent. 

Other  cemeteries  are  those  of  the  Catholic 
Congregations  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Joseph,  within 
the  bounds  of  the  city  on  Washington  avenue. 

St.  John's  Catholic  Church  has  a  cemetery  on 
Delaware  avenue,  Avhich  has  been  used  since 
August  28,  1 84 1,  and  another  near  Bethelehem 
centre. 

St.  Patrick's  Catholic  Church  has  its  cemetery  on 
the  Albany  and  Schenectady  Turnpike.  St.  John's 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Society  has  one  on  the  .Sand- 
hill road,  consecrated  in  1846  and  abandoned 
about  ten  years  later.  The  cemetery  at  the  Alms- 
house is  devoted  to  the  burial  of  those  who  die 
while  in  the  institution  or  in  the  Penitentiary,  and 
the  unclaimed  dead  of  the  streets  and  river. 

St.  Peter's  Church  occupies  ground  once  devoted 
to  the  burial  of  the  early  settlers.  Lands  near 
Hudson  and  Grand,  and  on  the  corner  near  Howard 
and  South  Pearl,  were  also  used.  Some  years 
after  this  a  portion  of  Washington  Park  was  used. 

The  people  of  the  old  town  of  Colonic  had  lands 
given  them  by  the  Patroon  for  burial  purposes  on 
Arbor  Hill  between  Second  and  Third  streets, 
above  Ten  Broeck,  where  St.  Joseph's  Church  now 
stands.    It  was  used  about  twenty  years. 

On  the  southwest  corner  of  Hamilton  and 
South  Pearl  streets  was  the  family  burial  ground 
of  the  Halenbecks.  The  property  was  sold  for  taxes, 
a  portion  of  the  proceeds  being  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lot  and  monument  in  the  Rural  Cem- 
etery, to  which  their  remains  were  removed  in  i860. 

MOHAWK  AND  HUDSON  RIVER  RAIL- 
ROAD. 

The  cut  on  next  page  rcj>rescnts  the  style  of  the 
first  passenger  train  piopelled  by  steam  in  America. 
It  was  used  on  the  IVIohawk  and  Hudson  Railroad 
between  Albany  and  Schenectady,  the  first  success- 
ful railroad  in  this  country  for  carrying  passengers. 

The  charter  for  the  building  of  this  road  was 
granted  by  the  Legislatarf;  March  27,  1826. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  Old  Patroon,  was  the 
leading  ca[''tali.-;t  in  what  was  tlicn  considered  a 
visionary  scheino.  Work  I'pon  its  construction 
began  July  29.  1830,  and  may  be  said  to  have 
been  compleicd  .'September  24,  183  i.  An  excur- 
sion over  the  road  w  is  then  given  by  the  Directors, 
to  which  were  mviied  State  and  cit\'  ofiTicials  and 
eminent  citizens. 

The  cut  used  in  connection  with  this  article  is 
said  to  hi'  a  faithful  rc]ire^entation  of  the  train 
used  upon  this  occasion.  The  cars  were  simply 
stagc-coacli  bodies  made  by  Jaines  Goold,  the 
famous  co«ch-builder,  and  placed  upon  trucks  for 
temporary  use,  affording  seats  lor  twelve  or  eighteen 
passengers  each.  A  speed  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles 
an  hour  was  reached. 

This  road,  as  at  first  constructed,  extended  from 
the  junction  of  the  A\'cstern  Turnpike  and  Lydius 
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street  in  this  citv;  and  from  tliis  point,  a  distance  of 
twelve  and  a  half  miles,  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  at 
Schenectady.  I5oth  of  these  points  were  first  reach- 
ed by  stages,  and  afterward  by  an  inclined  plane, 
which  passengers  were  carried  to  the  railroad  sta- 
tions in  a  car  dravv'n  by  a  rope  by  means  of  a  sta- 
tionary engine.    The  Albany  Station  was  where 


Van  Vechten  Hall  now  stands.  Some  years  later 
the  grade  of  the  road  was  so  much  reduced  that 
the  inclined  planes  were  done  away  with  and  the 
road  constructed  over  them.  The  use  of  the  streets 
I'ur  railway  travel  was  oj^pcxsed  with  var_\'ing  success 
by  the  Common  Council  and  many  citizens,  'i'he 
starling  point  on  the  river  was  at  Ganscvourt  street. 


FIRST  STEAM   PASSENGER  TRAIN   IN  AMERICA. 


The  Chief  Engineer  was  John  B.  Jervis;  the  Resi- 
dent Engineer,  John  T.  Clark,  who  acted  as  Con- 
ductor, and  Eireman  John  Hampson. 

The  following  were  passengers  on  this  memor- 
able trip:  Governor  Enos  T.  Throops,  Senator 
Charles  E.  Dudley,  Comptroller  A/.ariah  C.  Flagg, 
Lieutenant-Governor  luhvard  P.  Livingston,  E.x- 
Governor  josejih  C.  Yates,  Chancellor  Reuben  PL 
Walworth,  Sleplien  Van  Rensselaer,  Francis  Blood- 
good,  Joseph  Alexander,  johu  iMeigs,  Erastus  Coin- 
ing, Lewis  Benedict,  lohn  Townsend,  Jesse  Buel, 
John  I.  Boyd,.  Thurlow  Weed,  William  Bay,  Sim- 
eon De  Witt  Bloodgood,  William  B.  Winne,  and 
L.  IL  Tupper,  of  Albany;  Samuel  Swartwout, 
Philip  Hone  and  Jacob  iPays,  of  New  York;  John 
L  De  Graif,  Schenectady;  ]3avid  Mathews,  builder, 
and  Churchill  C.  Cambreling,  President  of  the  road. 

Railroad  ]Mkn  of  To-day. — Albany  has  grown 
to  be  a  railroad  center  of  great  importance,  and 
furnishes  employment  to  a  large  force  of  men  in 
this  city.  Among  those  deserving  honorable  men- 
tion are  the  following  gentlemen,  who  form  an 
important  element  in  Albany's  industrial  popula- 
tion, all  of  them  connected  with  the  New  York 
Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad:  P.  H.  Mann, 
Ticket  Agent  for  many  years;  Lyman  E.  Chamber- 
lain, Supei intendent  New  York  Central  Sleeping 
Car  Com[iany:  S.  H.  Foster,  Depi't  .M;isier:  E. 
J.  Graham,  S(?crelary  liridge  Deji irtment;  G.  \V. 
Gibbons,  Freight  Agent;  C.  }i.  Chitienden,  Track 
Superintendent:  Josepli  P.  Morris,  J^aggage  Agent; 
L  N.  Coley,  Train  Dispatcher  ;  J.  H.  Adams, 
Isaac  Soule  and  John  Ternouth,  connected  with 
the  New  York  Central  Locomotive  Works. 

The  following  are  connected  with  the  Bostcm 
and  Albany  Railro.id  Co!nii;;nv:  j.  11  Chapin, 
Assistant  SuporiiULndcnl ;  'W  ill  a;n  11.  J\usseii,  Ir., 
Division  SuperinltndenI ;  J.  E.  Duian,  M:ister  Car- 
builder;  WiUiani  IL  I-isher,  Stock  Agent;  E.  P. 
Haley,  Superintendent  of  Tracks;  jolin  T.  Lozier, 
Train  Dispatcher;  Thomas  P.  Purvis,  Jr.,  iNIe- 
chanic. 

The  following  are  connected  with  the  Delaware 
and   Hudson  Canal  Company:    C.   W.  Wentz, 


Chief  and  Consulting  Engineer  ;  F.  C.  Ward, 
Paymaster  ;  Dudley  Farlin,  Assistant  General 
Freight  A.gent;  Hamilton  Patterson,  Track-layer; 
William  K.  Flarcourt,  Ticket  Agent  ;  Joel  W. 
Burdick,  Su[>crimentlcnt  Telegra})h  ;  C.  D.  Ham- 
mond, Superiricendent  Siis(-|uehanna  Division. 

CITY  BUILDINGS. 

n^IIE  oil!  Citv  Hall  stood  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
j[  eiiL  City  Hall.  It  was  begun  in  1 829,  the  ground 
having  been  purchased  of  St.  Peter's  Church  for 
$10,259.95.  August  31,  1S30,  the  corner-stone 
was  laid  by  ]\Layor  john  Townsend  with  Masonic 
ceremonies.  The  building  was  completed  in  1S32 
at  a  total  cost  of  about  $92,000.  It  was  a  comely 
and  commodious  structure,  built  of  white  marble, 
with  an  entrance  jjorch  supported  by  four  Doric 
columns,  simple  in  their  classical  dignity.  On  the 
roof  was  a  gilded  dome,  somewhat  similar  to  the 
present  State  Hall.  There  was  but  litUe  of  orna- 
mentation to  the  interior  of  the  building,  yet  the 
artistic  was  not  wholly  wanting.  A  full-length 
statue  of  Alexander  Hamilton  stood  in  the  center 
of  the  upper  hall,  between  the  Court-room  and  the 
Common  Council  Chamber.  Upon  one  side  of 
this  hall  was  a  bas-relierof  DeWitt  Clinton,  with  a 
view  of  the  primitive  canal-boat  in  the  distance;  and 
on  the  opposite  wail  a  similar  ligure  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  in  like  style  of  art.  The  v)ngiii  ol  the  fire 
that  destroyed  tlie  building  in  Fcbriiar}-,  iSSo,  is 
among  the  unsolved  mysterie.?.  The  most  im- 
portant papers  and  odier  matters  of  value  were 
rescued  from  the  llames. 

NEW  CI 'I  V  II  \T  L. 

This  building  wa.^  cicclcd  in  1SS1-S3  on  the  site 
of  the  old-City  Hall,  in  architecture  it  is  consitl- 
ered  one  of  the  fine.st  buildings  in  ii:e  State.  H. 
H.  Richardson,  distinguished  as  the  architect  of 
Trinity  Church,  Boston,  and  as  one  of  tlie  Advisory 
])oard  of  Architects  of  th.e  New  Capitol,  planned 
the  structure. 
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The  City  Hall  is  built  of  reddish  irranitc,  trimmed 
with  Long  Meadow  brownstone,  and  is  a  free 
treatment  of  Gothic  from  the  South  of  France. 
The  tower,  202  feet,  is  divided  into  twelve  stories, 
for  storing  records.  The  cost,  including  furnishing, 
etc.,  was  $325,000,  of  wliich  $290,000  was  ob- 
tained by  the  issue  of  city  bonds.  The  expense  of 
construction  and  maintenance  is  borne  half  by  the 
city  and  half  by  the  county.  This  is  considered  by 
some  an  unfair  division,  as  tlie  city  is  a  part  of  the 
county,  b('aring  a  larger  .share  of  the  county's  half. 
The  building  was  erected  by  a  Commission,  cre- 
ated by  legislative  act,  consisting  of  the  Mayor,  j 
Michael  N.  Nolan;  Cihairnian  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, I'jJward  A.  Maher;  and  Erastus  Corning, 
C.  P.  Easton,  Robert  C.  Pruyn^  Leonard  G.  Jinn, 
Albcrlus  W.  Boekei,  and  William  Gould.  It  con- 
tains the  county  otrices  and  all  the  city  offices  not 


in  the  City  Building.  Next  to  the  New  Capitol,  it 
is  the  building  which  attracts  most  attention. 

THE  CITY  BITLDING. 

This  building  occupies  the  site  of  the  old  Centre 
]\Iarket,  corner  South  Pearl  and  Howard  streets. 
It  was  begun  in  1868;  is  of  the  Lombardic  style  of 
architecture,  ornamented  with  a  ]Mansard  roof.  It 
is  built  of  brick,  faced  with  Lake  Champlain  lime- 
stone, at  an  expense  of  .5200,000.  It  contains  the 
Police  Court-r  wm;  City  Court:  offices  of  0\  '-i.^ecr 
i  of  Poor,  of  the  Pirk  Commissioners  and  Engineer, 
Fire  and  Police  Commissioners,  Fire  Alarm  Tele- 
graph, Cliicfii  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments, 
Property  Clerk  and  Detectives;  Second  Prtcinct 
Station  House;  the  Rogues'  Gallery;  and  the  Ex- 
cise Commissioners. 


i 


I  .  1    ,  •  ■ 


;fev  •  Yib  rwlj  Kc  hfi£  » -.off to  v >f'j  '.ttfaf 


670 


SCHOOLS  AND  OTHER  LITERARY  INSTITUTIONS. 


UNION  UNIVERSITY  IN  ALBANY. 

IN  1 767-68,  Eleazer  Whcclock,  who  conducted 
an  Indian  charity  school  in  Lebanon,  Conn., 
decided  to  remove  the  school  to  some  location 
more  central  and  better  adapted  for  the  purposes 
intended.  In  his  search  for  such  a  place  he  was 
naturally  attracted  to  Albany,  which  at-  this  time 
was  one  of  the  principal  cities  in  the  country  and  a 
place  of  interest  to  the  Indian  tribes.  The  Common 
Council  of  the  city  became  interested  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  an  institution  in  the  city,  and 
voted  to  raise  $7,500,  to  be  devoted  to  the  erection 
of  the  necessary  buildings,  if  located  here.  Several 
letters  were  interchanged  between  Mayor  Douw 
and  Mr.  Wheelock  relating  to  the  subject,  but  for 
some  cause  the  project  proved  unsuccessful,  and 
the  school  was  removed  to  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and 
became  the  foundation  of  Dartmouth  College  in 
1769.  This  was  the  first  movement  toward  a  col- 
lege in  Albany. 

During  1779,  when  a  project  was  started  for  the 
incorporation  of  Clinton  College  at  Schenectady,  it 
was  representcil  in  the  preamble  of  the  charter  that 
a  large  number  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the 
Counties  of  Albany,  Tryon,  and  Charlotte  were 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  erection  of  the  college.  The 
Journals  of  the  Legislature  of  1779  show  that  the 
petition  upon  which  this  charter  was  granted  was 
signed  by  eight  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  of 
Albany  and  Tryon  Counties.  The  proposed  incor- 
poratois  of  this  college  contained  the  names  of  the 
following  citizens  of  Albany:  Eilardus  Westerlo, 
Philip  Schuyler,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Abraham 
Ten  Brocck,  Abraham  Yates,  Jr..  Robert  Yates, 
John  Cuyler,  and  Robert  Van  Rensselaer. 

This  early  attempt  at  the  founding  of  a  college  at 
Schenectady,  although  it  was  unsuccessful,  natu- 
rally led  the  way  for  the  establishment  of  Union 
College  some  years  alter,  in  the  establishment  of 
which  many  Albanians  tool:  a  prominent  j.art. 
Something  of;;n  ell  nt  was  m.ulet'i  have  it  lociled 
in  Albany.  In  179.?  the  Cf)rporation  resolved  to 
convey  to  I'ruslees,  thereafter  to  he  appointed,  a 
part  of  the  public  square  in  the  city  for  the  purposes 
of  a  college,  and  a  subscription  was  assured  bv  the 
citizens,  with  a  view  of  carrying  the  project  into 
immediate  elTect.  I5ut  the  Regents  of  the  Univer- 
sity decided  upon  Schenectady  as  the  place.  TIic 
first  Trustees  of  Union  College,  when  founded, 
February  25,  1795,  Cduuiiui  d  ilie  l'.iil'»\uug  n.iines 
of  citizens  of  xMbany:  Robert  Vaies,  .\braham  Yat.s, 
Jr.,  Abraham  Ten  13roeck,  Goldsbrow  I5anyar,  |ol>n 
V.  Henry,  Cicorge  Merchant,  Stephen  Van  Rensse- 
laer, and  Jo.'icph  C.  Yates.  Albany  has  alwavs 
taken  a  great  interest  in  this  college.  Its  first  Pres- 
ident, Rev.  Dr.  Eliphalct  Nott,  was  called  from 
the  pastorate  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 


Albany,  and  other  of  the  college  instructors  have 
been  laken  from  this  city.  Most  of  the  Albany 
boys  who  have  received  a  collegiate  education  have 
graduated  from  Union.  The  xVlbany  I\Iedical 
School,  Albany  Law  School,  and  Dudley  Observa- 
tory, with  Union  College,  now  constitute  Union 
Universit}\ 
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Old  Normal  School. 


The  Albany  State  Normal  School  is  the  oldest  of 
its  class  in  the  State.  It  was  established  by  legis- 
lative act  May  7,  1S84,  as  an  experiment,  and 
opened  with  twenty-nine  pupils  December  18, 
1844,  in  the  old  depot  building  of  the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson  River  Railroad  Company,  provided  by  the 
city.  The  first  principal  was  David  B.  Page,  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  inception  of  the  school 
was  by  such  minds  as  Samuel  Young,  Alonzo  Pot- 
ter, Gideon  Hawley  and  Francis  Dwight.  In 
1848  the  school  was  made  a  permanent  institution, 
and  during  this  year  a  new  building  was  erected 
on  Lodge  street,  at  a  cost  of  $25,000,  and  was 
opened  for  pupils  July  31,  1S49.  Ever  since  then 
it  has  had  an  able  corps  of  teachers,  a  large  pa- 
tronage, and  enjoyed  the  fullest  confidence  of  the 
Slate  and  of  all  friends  of  education.  Mr.  Page 
died  in  ]8.|.o.  His  .succe; sf.'rs  have  been  George 
R.  Perkins,  in  1S48;  Samuel  B.  \Voolworth,  in 
1H52;  Daviil  i\.  Cochran,  in  11556;  Oliver  Arey, 
in  1864;  Joseph  Alden,  in  1S67;  Edward  P.  Wa- 
terbury,  in  18S2.  In  18S5  d.e  school  was  removed 
to  the  new  building  on  Willett  street,  lacing  Wash- 
ington Park,  erected  at  a  cost  of  .<i 40,000.  It  is 
built  of  freestone,  of  the  Old  Cai)ital  and  Philadel- 
phia bri(k,  128  by  160  feet,  court  in  center  50  by 
()  j  ieel,  .  ud  will  acci.iixuuoi.lute  0,'^  puj)ils,  iiickul- 
iug  400  normals,  2co  in  the  nuclei  department, 
50  in  Kindergarten,  and  20  in  object  class.  .  The 
building  was  designed  by  Ogden  A:  Wright,  Albany 
architects  Since  the  establishment  of  the  school, 
2,850  scholars  have  been  graduated,  and  more  than 
10, GOO  undcrgrailuates  have  taught  district  schools. 
The   "Historical    Sketch  of  the   State  Normal 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


School  at  Alljany;  a  History  of  its  Graduates  for  i  work  and  tlie  workers  of  the  school,  and  a  descrip- 
Forly  Years,"  prepared  by  President  Waterbury,  and  '  tion  of  the  remarkably  fine  new  building  on  Willelt 
published  in  1884,  contains  a  proud  record  of  the  j  street,  with  illustrations. 


NEW  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


THE  ALBANY  LAW  SCHOOL. 

In  1851  the  Legislature  incorporated  the  Univer- 
sity of  yMbany,  giving  it  authority  to  organize  a 
literary  department,  a  law  de])artmcnt  and  a  sci-  i 
entitle  department,  and  providing  tiiat  the  Albany  i 
Medical  College,  already  exibting,  might,  if  so  dis-  j 
posed,  unite  with  the  departments  to  be  formed.  i 

The  literary  department  was  never  formed,  and  1 
the  Scientific  Department  was  confined  to  the  Dud-  j 
ley  Observatory,  which  has  never  been  used  for  in-  [ 
structioii,  but  only  for  scienlific  work.  j 

The  department  of  law,  however,  M'as  immedi- 
ately organized  into  the  Albany  Law  School,  and 
has  maintained  a  nourishing  existence  ever  since,  \ 
having  conferred  dipl(.>nius  on  nearly  two  thousand 
graduates,  and  havnig  had  on  its  rolls  almost  as 
many  more  students  who  atu:nded  lectuies  for  a 
while  without  graduating. 

At  that  lime  there  were  very  few,  if  any,  other 
law  schools  in  the  country  than  the  Law  Depart-  ! 
ments  of  Harvard,  Yale  and  Cincinnati.    There  I 
are  now  of  all  grades  sometliin'x  over  fifty  schools  i 
and  colleges  where  law  is  Uuiglil. 

The  first  Board  of  Trustees  was  org.ini/ed  as  fol-  j 
lows:  President,  Hon.  Greene  C.  Bronson;  Vice-  i 
President,  Thomas  W.  OlcoU;  Secretary,  Orlando  \ 
Meads;  Treasurer,  Luther  Tucker.  ! 

In  1855  Thomas  \V.  Olcclt  became  President, 
and  so  continued  till  his  duath  iii  18S0,  when  Or- 
lando Meads  succeeded  him,  antl  held  that  ollicc 


till  his  own  death  in  1883.  Marcus  T.  Hun  was 
elected  Secretary  in  18S0. 

The  fir»t  Facull}-  consisted  of  Hon.  Ira  Plarris, 
LL.  D. ,  who  lectured  on  Practice,  Pleading  and 
Evidence;  Hon.  Amasa  ].  Parker,  LL. D. ,  on 
Real  Estate,  Wills,  Criminal  Law,  Personal  Rights, 
and  Domestic  Relations;  Amos  Dean,  LL. D. ,  on 
Personal  Pro[)erty,  Contracts  and  Commercial  Law. 
For  seventeen  years  the  Professors  continued  to 
constitute  the  Faculty  till  the  death  of  Professor 
Dean  in  iS6y,  followed  by  the  resignation  of  Pro- 
fessor Parker  in  1870,  and  the  death  of  Professor 
Harris  in  1S75. 

Professors  Ilarris  and  Parker  were  Justices  of 
the  Su])ieine  CourL  Chancellor  Reuben  H. 
Walworth  at  an  early  date  becaiTi'::  I're-ident  of  the 
Faculty,  but  took  no  jxirt  in  instruction.  In  1856 
tlie  name  of  Amasa  McCoy  appears  as  Professor  of 
Rhetoric  and  Oratory,  which  position  he  filled  for 
several  years. 

Isaac  Edwards,  LL.  1). ,  succeeded  to  the  chair 
of  Professor  Dean;  Hon.  ?klathew  Hale,  LL. D.,  to 
that  of  Professor  Parker;  and  C.  T.  F.  Spoor,  Es(p, 
t')  lijat  of  I'rofessur  Harn-.. 

In  1 870;!  large  accession  wa^>  iriadc  to  the  ranks 
of  the  students,  and  the  Faculiy  was  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  William  L.  Learned,  LL. D.,  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  IccUireil  on  P'quity, 
Jurisprudence,  Civil  Law.  and  the '1  rial  of  Causes; 
and  William  F.  Allen,  LL. D. ,  then  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  who  lectured  on  Real  Estate. 
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In  1873  the  University  of  Albany  united  with 
Union  College  to  form  Union  University. 

In  1874,  Hon.  John  1".  Hoffman,  LL.D.,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  added  to  the 
Faculty,  as  Professor  of  the  Law  of  Real  Property. 

In  1878,  EliphalctN.  Potter,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  be- 
came lecturer  on  the  Feudal  System;  Henry  Cop- 
pee,  LL.D.,  on  International  Law;  Hon.  Henry 
E.  Sickles  on  Evidence;  and  C.  T.  F.  Spoor, 
Esq.,  on  Practice  and  Pleading  at  Common  Law 
and  under  the  Code. 

In  1879  Professor  Edwards  died,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Hon.  Horace  E.  Smith,  LL.  D. ,  as 
Dean,  and  lecturer  on  Personal  Property,  Con- 
tracts, Commercial  Law,  Common  Law,  Pleading, 
Torts,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence.  Henry  S.  J\Ic- 
Call,  Esq.  and  Irving  Browne,  Esq.,  entered  the 
Faculty  about  this  lime,  Professor  ]\lcCall  lecturing 
on  Real  Estate  and  Wills,  and  Professor  Browne 
on  Domestic  Relations  and  Criminal  Law. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  C.  Moak  commenced  to  lecture 
before  the  school  in  1883  on  Books  and  Judicial 
Systems. 

Professor  Dean  published  a  History  ofCivilization; 
Professor  Edwartls  published  several  text-books, 
one  on  Bailments,  another  on  Bills  and  Promissory 
Notes;  and  Professor  IMcCall  published  a  Form 
Book,  and  a  work  on  Heal  Estate.  Professor 
Sickles  has  long  been  Reporter  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals.  Professor  Parker  published  a  series  of 
Criminal  Reports;  Professor  Browne  edits  the 
Alhanv  Taiv  Jininial,  and  has  published  several 
te.xt-books;  Professor  IMoak  has  edited  several  le- 
gal text-books,  and  is  publishing  the  Juiglish  and 
the  American  Reports;  and  Professor  Coppee  has 
published  a  text-book  on  Logic  and  other  v.'orks. 
So  that  a  vast  amount  of  literary  work  has  been 
and  is  being  done  by  the  Professors  of  the  Faculty. 
Judge  Parker  survives  and  is  a  trustee,  though  no 
longer  a  lecturer. 

The  first  course  of  lectures  was  delivered  in  the 
Exchange  Building,  on  the  site  now  occuj^ed  by 
the  Federal  Building  on  the  corner  of  State  street 
and  Broadway,  commencing  the  first  of  December, 
1881,  and  continuing  sixteen  weeks.  The  two 
following  years  the  lectures  were  delivered  in  the 
Cooper  Building  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Green 
street,  and  continued  for  the  same  lengtli  of  time. 

In  1854,  the  south  wing  of  the  ]Mediral  College, 
now  Alumni  Hal!,  \v  i:<  erected  for  the  law  school, 
and  the  course  was  extended  to  two  terms  of  twelve 
weeks  each.  This  arrangement  continued  until 
1880,  when  a  two  years' course  was  adopted.  Now, 
to  entitle  a  student  to  graduate  with  the  degree  of 
LL. B. ,  he  must  have  attended  two  years  at  the 
school,  or  one  year  of  three  full  terms,  preceded 
or  suiiplenientcd  by  n  vp;m-  of  rqipro^cd  f-i/il  stndv 
outside. 

The  exercises  of  the  school  consist  ot  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  lectures  during  the  year;  a  week- 
ly oral  examination;  two  Moot  Courts  each  week 
during  most  of  the  time;  a  written  examination  at 
the  close  of  each  term;  and  every  candidate  for 
graduation  is  recpiired  to  read  an  original  thesis 
upon  some  legal  topic  before  the  Dean,  or  some 
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otlier  member  of  the  Faculty,  and  the  school  prior 
to  the  close  of  the  course. 

On  the  accession  of  Profesor  Smith, it  was  evident 
to  him  that  the  building  in  the  IMedical  College, 
where  lectures  had  been  delivered  for  a  cpiarter  of 
a  century,  was  no  longer  suitable  nor  adequate  to 
the  re(}uirement  of  the  school,  and  a  new  site  was 
found  in  tlie  Universalist  Church  on  the  north  side 
of  State  street,  above  Swan,  to  which  the  school 
was  removed,  and  where  it  still  remains.  This 
building,  through  the  liberality  of  Thomas  W.  01- 
cott,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Ikiard  of  Trustees,  was 
converted  into  a  pleasant  and  very  convenient 
building  for  school  purposes.  It  was  dedicated  to 
its  new  use  on  the  evening  of  March  10,  1879, 
when  addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  Amasa  |. 
Parker,  LL.D.,  Hon.  Samuel  Handl,  Charles  E. 
Smith,  Esq.,  then  editor  of  the  Albany  Eieniu^ 
Journal,  and  Professor  Smith. 

The  first  class  that  attended  the  law  school  in 
1S51,  but  graduated  only  seven  in  1853,  namely 
Edwin  E.  Broidc,  Charles  A.  Fowler,  Worthington 
Frothingham,  Willard  P.  Gambell,  John  C.  Mc- 
Clure,  Edward  Wade  and  George  Walford,  con- 
tained twenty-three  members;  in  1S54  was  fifty 
members;  in  1855  -56,  eighty-five;  1857-58,  one 
hundred  and  eight;  in  1859-60,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine.  These  statistics  are  taken  from  a  his- 
torical sketch,  published  in  "  The  Concordiensis, " 
for  December,  1883,  and  probably  include  all 
the  students  in  attendance,  many  of  whom  did  nr)t 
receive  diplomas. 

The  official  catalogue  shows,  of  actual  graduates, 
in  1860-61,  ninet}-;  in  1861-62,  fifty-seven;  and  in 
1862-63,  fifty-nine. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  classes  were  larger 
than  ever  before,  one  class  numbering  one  hundred 
and  fifty  members.  At  one  time  every  rank  in 
the  army,  from  Private  up  to  Brigadier-(ieneral,was 
represented  among  the  students.  For  the  last  few 
years  the  classes  arc  smaller  than  formerl}',  which 
is  attributed  to  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
law  schools  throughout  the  country. 

The  Almuni  Association  was  organized  in  18S3 
under  favorable  ansf)ices,  which  has  awakened  new 
interest  in  the  school  among  the  numerous  gradu- 
ates scattered  throughout  the  land. 

I'he  writer  entered  the  law  school  in  the  fall  of 
J  860.  At  that  time  the  three  original  Professors 
were  there.  INIost  of  the  instructi'.'U  was  given  by 
Professor  Dean, and  all  the  routine  work  of  tlie  school 
fell  to  him,  as  well  as  the  conduct  of  die  M<.)Ot 
Courts,  which  were  then,  and  are  still,  a  part  of  the 
school  system.  We  had  then,  the  Kent  Club,  which 
still  survi\es,  after  all  the  changes  of  nearly  thirty 
years  ago,  when  it  was  first  organized,  the  Mans- 
tii-ld  Club,  and  the  A-^^orii't-  il  Cc-v-r.---.  b.Mt|,  r,S 
which  are  now  clefiuKt  It  was  (Invm;:^  our  time 
that  Judge"  Flams  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate. 

In  the  following  spring,  at  tlie  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion,  a  drill  company  of  the  students  was 
organized  under  the  Captaincy  of  William  P.  Pren- 
tice. Many  of  the  members  afterwards  joined  the 
army. 
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No  record  is  found  of  any  earlier  clubs  than 
those  above  named,  but  a  year  or  two  later  we 
find  mention  of  the  Webster  Club;  and  in  1872  of 
the  University  Court,  Edwards,  Allen,  and  290 
Clubs;  University  Lyceum,  Literary  Association,  and 
Associated  Conj^ress.  I'he  Kent  Club  is  not  men- 
tioned in  this  list,  although  it  was  subsccjuently 
revived,  or  else  another  bearing  the  same  name, 
which  stands  on  the  present  list,  along  with  the 
Learned,  the  Smith  Debating,  the  McCall  Real  Es- 
tate, the  Edwards  Moot C^ourt,  and  the  Sickles  Moot 
Court  Clubs. 

The  present  attendance  is  about  fifty  students, 
and  the  Faculty  consists  of  Learned,  Smith,  Presi- 
dent Potter,  Hale,  INIcCall,  Spoor,  Sickles,  Brown 
and  Moak. 


It  is  considered  one  of  the  best  law  schools  in 
the  country. 

DUDLEY  0I5SERVAT0RY. 

The  Dudley  Observatory  is  loratcd  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  city,  ntar  the  line  of  the  Ceniral 
Railroad.  The  grounds  on  which  it  is  placed  are 
the  highest  in  Albany,  and  are  200  feet  above  mean 
tide.  They  are  about  eight  acres  in  extent,  and  are 
planted  with  trees  and  shrubbery.  The  buildings 
consist  of  the  Astronomical,  the  Meteorological  and 
the  Physical  Observatories,  and  a  large  dwelHng- 
housc,  the  official  residence  of  the  director.  'I  he 
Astronomical  Observatory  is  a  handsome  structure 
of  brick  and  freestone,  in  the  general  form  of  a  cross. 
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DUDLEY  OBSERVATORY. 


80  by  70  feet.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  large  revolv- 
ing turret,  which  contains  the  great  equatorial  re- 
fractor of  13-inchcs  aperture,  and  15-fcet  focal 
length.  In  the  west  v.'ing  of  the  Observatory  is  a 
large  and  excellent  transit  instrument,  which  is 
among  the  latest  productions  of  the  celebrated  firm 
of  Pistor  &  Martins,  of  Berlin.  In  the  east  wing  is 
the  great  Olcott  meridian  circle,  one  of  the  largest 
and  finest  of  its  class.  This  instrument  is  also  die 
work  of  Pistor  &  Martins.  Its  optical  qualities  are 
not  exceeded  by  any  similar  instrument  in  the 
world.  The  object-glass  is  eight  inches  in  diam- 
eter, and  the  telescope  is  about  ten  feet  in  li:nglh. 
The  mounting  o(  this  instrument  is  specially  massive 
and  costly.  lis  princii>al  feature  consists  in  three 
enormous  monolitiis  of  limestone,  of  whicli  one, 
weighing  several  tons,  forms  the  cap-stone  of  the 
main  pier,  while  the  other  two,  weighing  each 
nearly  eight  tons,  rest  upright  upon  this  and  serve 
as  the  direct  sup[)orts  of  the  instrument.  In  the 
same  room  is  a  variety  of  delicate  and  costly  appa- 
ratus auxili  uy  to  the  priiicipal  instrument,  wli!..li 
is  in  constant  use  fur  the  most  refined  opciation.s  of 
astronomy,  and  employs  the  chief  activities  of  the 
observing  cor{)s.  Among  otiier  remarkable  instru- 
ments belonging  to  the  Observatory  are  the  Slieutz 
tabulating  engine,  the  Clark  comet-seeker,  the  disk 
and  printing  chronographs,  astronomical  clocks, 
self-recording  meteorological  instruments,  etc.  The 


Observatory  also  possesses  an  astronomical  library 
of  about  2,000  volumes,  besides  numerous  pam- 
phlets and  charts. 

This  institution  was  founded  by  the  munificence 
oflNIrs.  Blandina  Dudley,  widow  of  the  late  lion. 
Charles  Ji.  Dudley,  and  leading  citizens  of  Albany. 
The  act  of  incor]ioration  was  secured  in  1852.  The 
Observatory  building  was  formally  dedicated  to  as- 
tronomy in  August,  1856,  under  tlie  auspices  of 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  (which  thai  year  held  its  annual  sessi(>n 
in  this  city),  and  in  the  presence  of  many  dislin- 
gui.shed  men  ;>f  science  from  aliroad.  Geological 
Hall  had  been  o|ieiied  on  tlie  ])revious  day.  'I  he 
address  cornrntniorating  the  inauguration  of  the 
Dudley  Observatory  was  delivered  in  the  Academy 
Park  by  Edward  Everett,  and  has  since  become 
celebrated  as  a  line  specimen  of  American  oratory. 
Previous  to  tl;C  delivery  of  the  address,  an  addi- 
tional gift  of  $50,000  to  the  Observatory  was  unex- 
pectedly announced  from  Mrs.  Dudlev,  whereupoij 
Professor  Agahsiz,  whi>  was  seated  on  tlie  piaitoriii, 
arose,  and,  delightedly  swinging  his  hat,  proposed, 
in  trumpet  tones:  " 'I'hrce  cheers  for  Mrs.  Dud- 
ley !  ■'  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  audience  was 
electrified,  and  warmly  respondeil  to  the  summons. 

'Phe  total  donations  to  the  Observatory  up  10  the 
present  time  exceed  $200,000.  Of  this  sum,  Mrs. 
Dudley  gave  $105,000.    More  than  §100,000  have 
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been  expended  in  buildings  and  cqui])ment,  and 
.about  $! 00,000  is  safely  invested  as  a  permanent 
fund  for  tlie  support  of  the  institution. 

■Since  1878,  the  astronomical  operations  of  the 
Observatory  have  experienced  a  new  impulse,  in 
tlie  zone  work,  whicli  has  been  undertaken  in  co- 
operation with  Ivaropean  observatories,  under  the 
^general  direction  of  tlie  International  Astronomical 
Sopiety.  In  aid  of  this  enterprise,  considerable  do- 
nations have  been  made  by  citizens  of  Albany  and 
others. 

From  the  normal  clock  of  the  Observatory,  stand- 
ard time  is  furnished  to  the  various  railroad  and 
telegraph  offices  in  this  vicinity.  At  9  .a.m.  and  9 
P.M.  the  fire  bells  of  the  city  are  struck  in  coinci- 
dence with  a  signal  from  the  Observatory  clock,  by 
the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Service.  At  no<.>n  each 
day,  the  standard  time  of  the  Observatory  is  trans- 
mitted over  the  lines  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Canal  Company's  system  of  railroads,  and  also  over 
some  of  the  Western  Union  telegraph  lines.  There 
is  also  a  system  of  clocks  controlled  electrically 
from  tlie  Observatory. 


!  Among  the  distinguished  astronomers  who  have 
j  been  in  charge  of  this  Observatory  are  Dr.  E.  h.. 
i  Gould,  now  Chief  Astronomer  of  the  Argentine 
Confederation,  South  America;  Professor  O.  M. 
Mitchel,  who  afterwards  died  in  1862,  Major-(}en- 
eral  of  a  corps  U.  S.  Volunteers;  and  Dr.  Brunnow, 
since  Astronomer- Royal  of  Ireland.  The  present 
Astronomer  and  Director  is  Professor  Lewis  Loss, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  Observatory  is  intrusted  to  a  board  of 
sixteen  Trustees.  The  Observatory  is  opened  Tues- 
day evenings,  when  visitors  are  admitted  in  limited 
numbers. 

THi:  ALBANY  ACADE^IY. 

In  the  summer  of  1780,  the  question  of  erecting 
an  Academy  in  the  city  occupied  much  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  Common  Council,  and  in  September 
of  that  year  the  matter  had  proceeded  so  far  that 
proposals  were  accepted  by  George  W.  Merchant, 
of  Philadelphia,  to  take  charge  of  the  same  in 
school-rooms  which  had  been  fitted  up  for  the 
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Academy  uniil  more  ton\enient  buildings  ci:>uhl  be 
erected.  'J'hese  sclu )Cjl-roi)ms  wero  in  the  house 
occupied  by  Mr.  Ryckman. 

As  early  as  1804,  the  citizens  of  Albany  held  a 
meeting  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  establish  an 
Academy,  but  without  immediate  results.  Again  in 
1S06  the  agitation  was  renewed,  only  to  be  again 
abandoned  or  deferred.  At  last  in  November,  181?. 
noti.vith.>landi!ig  the  w  ai  iviiii  i.nglan<.i,  then  ju>i 
commencing,  under  the  aus[)ices  of  Philij)  S.Van 
Rensselaer,  then  iMayor  of  the  city,  the  movement 
was  resumed,  and  lanuary  18,  1813,  the  Common 
Council  c.dled  a  meeting  t>f  citizens  to  be  held  at  the 
Capitol  on  January  2  5tl).  Jt  also  appropriated  the 
old  jail,  on  the  south  side  of  State  street,  just  below 
Eagle  street,  now  the  site  of  Van  Vechlen  Hall, 


then  valued  ;'t  ?it5,ooo:  alsoaiiout  $5,000  of  other 
projterty. 

The  inslituiion  was  incorporated  Ahirch  4,  1813, 
by  the  Regents  of  the  Cniver^iiy.  The  first  Board  of 
Trustees  was  composed  of  .Stephen  \'an  Rensselaer, 
|ohn  Lansing,  Archibald  IMclntyre,  Smith  Thomp- 
son, ;\braiiam  Van  Vechten,  |ohn  V.  Henry,  Henry 
Walton.  Rev.  Wm.  Niell.  l^■•v.  b^hn  ^T.  Bradford'. 
Kev.  Jolm  McDoraKi,  ivev,  j'Miiuiln- C  iowes,  Rev. 
John  Mcjimpsey,  Rev.  Frederic  (j.  Meyer,  Rev. 
Samuel  Merwin,  and  the  .Mayor  and  Recorder  of 
Albany,  ex  officio.  i  he  i  rustees  held  their  first 
meeting  M.irch  23,  1813. 

The  Common  Council  donated  the  site  where 
the  .Vcademy  building  now  stands,  between  Elk 
street  and  the  C'apitol  Park.  They  also  appropriated 
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funds  for  the  building,  and  further  grants  were 
made  by  the  Regents  of  .the  University  and  by 
private  citizens. 

On  July  29,  181  5,  the  corner-stone  was  laiil,  and 
the  building  was  erected  within  the  two  following 
years  at  a  cost  of  $90,000.  Some  of  the  inside  work 
however  was  not  finished  till  many  years  later.  It 
is  a  handsome  freestone  structure,  consisting  of  a 
main  building  70  by  80  feet,  with  wings  on  each 
end  30  by  45  feet;  with  a  cupola  surmounting 
the  central  portion  of  the  main  building. 

Meanwhile  the  school  opened  temporarily,  in  a 
large  wooden  building  owned  by  Kilian  Van  Rens- 
selaer, on  the  southeast  corner  of  Slate  and  Lodge 
streets.  Hereon  the  iith  of  September,  1S15,  the 
first  session  was  held,  under  the  presidency  of  Ben- 
jamin Allen,  LL.  D. ,  then  recently  from  Cam- 
bridge, and  previously  from  Union  College.  The 
Principal  and  Rev.  Joseph  Shaw,  Professor  of 
Languages,  together  with  Trustees  Niell,  Ikck  and 
Sedgwick,  welcomed  the  first  students  to  the  Acad- 
emy. There  were  about  eighty  enrolled  that  year. 
The  Faculty  was  soon  afterwards  augmented  by 
the  accession  of  Moses  Chapin,  afterwards  Judge 
Chapin,  of  Rochester,  as  tutor. 

In  August,  181 7,  Theodoric  Romeyn  Beck, 
M.  D. ,  LL.D. ,  was  appointed  principal,  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  that  office  till  184 8,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  period  from  1S41  to  1844,  when  Rev. 
Andrew  Sliiland  acted  as  Principal.  At  the  accession 
of  Dr.  ]5eck,  the  present  building  was  occupied,  in 
September,  1817.  It  was  during  Dr.  Beck's  time 
that  the  events  occured  which  have  made  the  Al- 
bany Academy  wcjrld-rcnowncd.  He  was  born  at 
Schenectady  in  1791;  graduated  at  Union  College 
in  1807;  and,  at  the  time  of  his  accession  to  the 
principalship,  he  was  a  practicing  physician  in  Al- 
bany. He  combined  extensive  erudition  with  a 
rare  faculty  as  an  educator.  His  es])ecial  delight 
was  in  chemical,  geological  and  meteorological 
studies,  and  he  organized  courses  of  leclures  on 
chemistry  which  were  largely  attended  b\'  citizens 
as  well  as  students.  He  and  his  brotlier,  John  B. , 
published  the  work  on  "  Medical  Jurisprudence,  " 
which  has  ever  since  been  a  standard  autliority,  and 
is  still  referred  to,  nolwitlistanding  the  great  ad- 
vance in  science  during  the  generation  that  has 
passed  since  its  publication.  He  also  took  greit 
interest  in  tlie  State  Library,  and  contributed  largely 
by  his  efforts  in  buihling  it  up  to  its  present  stage 
of  usefulness.  Another  iMother,  Lewis  C.  Beck, was 
for  a  time  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  author  of  a 
text-book  of  that  scicnce,and  of  several  ulher  works. 

But  it  was  reserved  for  Joseph  Henry, LL.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philo-opli}  from 
1826  to  1832,  to  make  within  the  historic  walls  a 
discovery  of  more  pnif. .und  significarc-  and  far- 
reaching  results  than  almost  any  other--ihat  of  the 
possibility  of  conducting  the  electric  curent  through 
long  distances,  and  transmitting  .signals  which 
could  be  understood  by  a  mere  touch  of  the  key  at 
the  other,  perhaps  distant,  end  of  a  wire.  In  1830, 
and  subsequent  }  ears,  he  coiled  in  an  upper  room 
of  the  Academy  a  mile  or  mere  of  wire,  and  for  the 
first  lime  Iransmitteil  through  it  those  electric  sig- 


nals which  have  since  become  so  well  known 
wherever  the  electric  telegraph  extends;  and  where 
does  it  not  ?  Professor  Henry  afterwards  organized 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Washington. 

Rev.  Peter  lJullions,  D.  D. ,  was  Professor  of  Latin 
and  Greek  from  1824  to  1848.  He  published  a 
.series  of  Latin  and  Greek  text-books  Vv-hich  were 
extensively  used, and  have  passed  through  numerous 
editions,  being  still  preferred  by  many  eflucators  to 
any  other.  His  style  is  clear  and  simple,  and  easy 
to  grasp  and  remember.  He  adopted  the  continental 
system  of  pronouncing  I>atin. 

In  1S23,  and  for  several  years  subsequently,  four 
boys  each  year  were  promoted  from  the  Lancas- 
terian  school  and  educated  in  the  Academy. 

Since  1836,  when  H.  W.  Delavan  died,  and  left 
by  will  $2,000  to  the  Academy,  the  income  of  this 
sum  has  been  used  to  educate  five  poor  boys  from 
year  to  year,  no  one  receiving  the  benefit  of  the 
fund  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  The  in- 
come now  suffices  only  to  educate  one  or  two  boys. 
Some  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the  Academy  Alumni 
have  been  beneficiaries  of  tliis  fund. 

The  medal  system  too,  dates  from  the  Beck 
regime.  In  1831,  William  Caldwell  gave  $100, 
the  income  of  which  was  to  be  devoted  each  year 
to  the  purchase  of  a  medal  for  the  student  of  four 
years'  standing  who  has  made  the  greatest  profi- 
ciency in  mathematics.  The  first  recipient  was 
William  Austin.  In  1832,  the  record  says  "  no 
public  examination  in  consequence  of  the  ])reva- 
lence  of  the  cholera."  We  thus  learn  that  the  origi- 
nal design  was  to  determine  the  question  of  pro- 
ficiency by  examination ;  but  this  metliod  had  fallen 
into  disuse  at  the  time  the  writer  first  became  an 
academician,  in  1S54,  and  the  four  medals  that 
were  thereafter  distributed  were  given  without 
any  explanation  of  the  method,  and  were  gen- 
erally supposed  to  be  awarded  in  conformity 
with  the  notion  of  the  Principal,  except  the  Beck 
medal  for  literary  cs^ay,  which  was  awardetl  by  a 
committee.  The  orif^inal  method  of  examination 
has  now  been  restored,  and  the  number  and  variety 
of  awards  at  the  annual  exercises  is  bewilderingly 
great.  Competition  for  the  earlier  medals  was 
limited  to  students  who  had  been  for  three  or  four 
years  in  attendance,  and  as  students  used  to  publi.sh 
burlesque  program'rnes,  this  was  spoken  of  in  these 
burlcsq-.ve:;  as  a  distributiLU  of  medals  for  long  at- 
tendance. 

From  the  t'me  of  the  first  occupancy  ot  the 
Academy  building,  the  Albany  Institute  has  had 
a  room  there,  where  meetings  are  hehl  twice  a 
month,  and  the  Institute  library  is  kept. 

The  later  Principals  have  been  Rev.  William  H. 
Campbell,   1848-51;   Georsre  H.  Cook,  A.  M, 
1851-53:  Rev.  William    \  '^^ri'lrr,  A    M.,  1^:53- 
j  56;  David  Murrav,  I'li.D.,  f  i.T). ,  !  856  -^3;  James 
W.  Mason,  A.  ]\I. ,  1863-6S;   Rev.  Abei  Wood, 
i  1869-70;  Merrill  E.  {}ates.  Ph.D.,LL.D.,  1870-82. 
In  1856,  the  merit  roll  .system  of  marks  and 
grading  w.as  adopted, and  has  continued  ever  since. 

For  a  long  time  prior  to  1858,  the  records  show 
no  graduating  class,  and  but  very  rarely  a  diploma 
conferred.    In  that  year  a  class  of  six  was  gradu- 
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ated,  and  from  that  time  on,  graduating  classes 
have  been  the  order  of  the  Academy.  This  first 
class,  given  in  the  order  of  llie  catalogue,  which  is 
a  transcript  from  the  merit  roll,  consisted  of  Will- 
iam H,  Hale,  Charles  E.  Smith,  Edward  S.  Lawson, 
Thomas  M.  Gafinc}-,  Thaddeus  R.  White,  and 
Thomas  S.  Willcs. 

In  the  spring  of  1862,  the  Academy  was  con- 
verted into  a  military  school,  with  cadet  uniform 
and  drill. 

A  semi-centennial  celebration  was  held  at 
Tweddle  Ilnli,  June  26,  1863,  which  was  presided 
over  bv  Peter  (Jansevoort,  for  fifty-one  years  a 
Trustee,  and  for  twenty-one  years  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Isaac  Ferris,  Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
New  York,  formerly  a  Tutor  in  the  Academy.  Valu- 
able historical  addresses  were  made  by  Orlando 
Meads,  Esq.,  and  Alexander  W.  Bradford,  LL. D., 
both  former  students.  A  commemorative  volume 
was  also  published,  containing  a  list  of  all  former 
students,  believed  to  be  complete,  except  for  the 
j'ears  1839-47,  in  which  there  is  some  confusion 
of  the  records. 

The  Academy  was  formerly  inclosed  by  a  high 
iron  fence,  which  h?s  within  a  few  years  been  re- 
moved, and  the  Park  neatly  laid  out  in  conformity 
with  the  modern  ideas  of  landscape  gardening. 

Many  historic  associations  cluster  around  this 
Park.  It  was  here,  in  August,  1856,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  vScience,  that  the  Dudley  Observatory 
was  dedicated,  with  tlic  immortal  atldress  by  YA- 
ward  Everett.  Here,  too,  in  1S64,  was  held  the 
Sanilaiy  Pair  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union  army. 

Between  six  and  seven  thousand  students  have  at 
one  time  or  another  been  enrolled  on  the  lists  of 
the  Academy.  Its  instructors  have  numbered  over 
one  hundred  and  thirty,  not  counting  repeated 
names.  ]\Iany,  both  teachers  and  pupils,  have  be- 
come eminent. 

P'rom  the  original  complement  of  two,  the 
Faculty  has  increased  in  number  to  fourteen, 
under  the  direction  of  james  M.  Cassety,  Ph.D., 
the  present  Principal,  who  entered  into  the  office 
in  1 882.  1  he  number  of  students  on  the  catalogue 
of  1884  v;as  322,  said  to  be  the  largest  attendance 
in  the  history  ol  the  institution. 

A  notable  circumstance  is  the  drafts  wliich 
Rutgers  College  h;is  made  upon  the  Principal.s, 
she  having  calhxl  C  ampbell  and  Gates  to  the  pres- 
idency, and  Cook  and  Murray  to  professorships. 
Principals  ik'ck  and  INlurray  have  been  Secre- 
taries to  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  Presidents  of  the  Albany  Insti- 
tute. 

The  hours  of  instruction  have  always  been,  as 
now,  from  nine  o'clock  until  two. 

There  vvere  no  liicrary  socieiios  until  .September 
28,  1849,  when  Principal  Campbell  called  a  meet- 
ing of  some  of  the  older  boys,  and  a  few  who  had 
but  recently  left  the  Aca<lemy,  antl  suggested  to 
them  the  desiiabilit}  of  organizing  a  society.  The 
students  thus  assembled,  thirty-two  in  number, 
formed  the  Al[>ha  Sigma  society,  taking  their  name 


from  the  Greek  letters  which  form  the  initials  of  the 
I  wonh  Artl/irnpoi  Sop/ioi,  wise  people.  This  society 
'  is  said,  however,  to  have  had  some  other  motto 
I  with  the  same  initials.  Possibly  as  the  lads  matured 
they  concluded  to  adopt  the  better  (jreek  Aiu/res 
Sophiii,  wise  men.  The  first  ])resident  was  John 
T.  JMcKnight;  one  of  the  presidents  subsequently 
was  John  E.  IMcElroy.  To  this  society  was 
entrusted  the  management  of  the  Academy's  semi- 
centennial. Very  few  new  members  were  ever 
elected,  and  the  membership  dwindled  to  about 
sixteen  in  1871,  when  the  last  meeting  of  which 
there  is  any  record  was  held  on  December  26th, 
and  William  Ileadkim  was  elected  president. 
Since  these  lines  were  Nvritten,  on  January  8,  1885, 
the  society  reconvened. 

The  Phi  jMu  Alpha  (Phrcn  jlleiron  Ajidros)  was 
founded  November  26,  1851,  and  its  first  meeting 
held  December  5th  of  the  same  year.  Its  first  presi- 
dent was  J.  Campbell  Boyd.  The  last  meeting  re- 
corded was  held  in  March,  1855,  and  the  last 
president  was  William  Lansing.  In  those  days, 
the  society's  desk,  with  the  Greek  letters  inscribed 
on  it,  stood  in  the  school-room,  and  proved  a  per- 
plexing mystery  to  the  boys  who  were  not  initiated. 

'I  he  Dc//a  Sigma  Gawma  {Dtinukralikus  Sullogos 
Grammaios)  originated  about  1853  or  1854,  and 
continued  to  meet  regularly  till  about  i860. 

'I  he  longest  lived  society  in  connection  with  the 
Academy  was  organized  December  11,  1857,  and 
continues  to  the  present  day.  As  a  name  for  it,  Nu 
La/nliJa  Epsilon  {Neauion  Logike  Ekkh'sia),  Youth's 
Debating  Society',  was  adoptctl.  A  few  years  later 
this  was  changed  to  the  Beck  Literary  Society,  and 
the  da\  s  of  the  Greek  letter  societies  were  numbered. 
The  first  president  was  William  II.  Fassett,  another 
name  which  has  become  celebrated  by  the  renown 
of  the  lady  whom  he  afterwards  married,  who  ac- 
quired great  celebrity  as  a  contralto  singer.  'Phis 
society  was  developed  out  of  a  prior  organization 
called  the  Young  American  Assembly,  which  used  to 
co-operate  with  the  Young  American  Senate  till  the 
latter  broke  uj>  and  left  the  Assembly  to  become  a 
literary  instead  of  a  political  union.  Amom;  the 
leailing  members  of  the  Young  American  Senate 
should  be  named  its  first  president,  C  iiarhs  E. 
Smith,  who  there  learned  the  elements  of  that 
I  political  skill  which  in  later  life  made  him  ilie 
1  Iramer  of  iiumcous  political  ])latfonns  at  the  <  'on- 
ventions  ol  the  Republican  jiarty. 

1  he  A'lc  Lambda  Epsilon,  Beck  Literary  So- 
ciet}',  was  the  only  society  in  the  Academy  ror 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century — not  reckoning  the 
Alpha  Sii^^ma, \\ho?c  members  were  nolongerschool- 
boys — till  the  Gates  Literary  Society  was  founded 
September  24,  1883,  with  Edmund  C.  Knicker- 
bocker as  first  president,  and  it  now  divides  with 
1  the  elder  01 uu/.'tion  the  honors  of  the  Ai.:aiieni>. 

ALBANY  FEMALE  .VCADEMV. 

A  school  for  the  higher  education  of  Albany 
girls  was  started  in  this  city,  mainly  through  the 
efforts  of  Ebenezer  Foot,  a  prominent  lawyer  ol 
his  day.     It  was  opened   on  May  21,  18 14,  in 


■  .i  ■ 


',.•>:  ■Hi  1:0  'iliI'V  ; 

■J;    .         f  O'V-v  .■K'Jt'^nn'i  :  .'•.<••      ;  ■;;!.! 


.fU  fir:;;];/;,  jaj        irJcU'iH; »  .jv^;..  '  •'/•>/!  K) 


680 


a  one-story  building  on  Montgomery  street,  and 
known  as  Union  School.  It  was  incorporated, 
under  the  title  of  the  Albany'  l'>rnale  Academy, 


1^ 
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Female  Academy 

February  i6,  182 1.  The  first  Board  of  Trus- 
tees were  James  Kent,  John  Chester,  Jose[)h 
Russell,  John  V.  Henry,  Asa  H.  Center,  Gideon 
Hawley,  William  Fowler,  Teunis  Van  Vcchten 
and  Peter  Boyd,  who  in  the  same  year  built  a 
school  building,  in  the  rear  of  the  Delavan  Ilouse, 
at  a  cost  of  83,000,  capable  of  accommodating  120 
pupils.  The  growth  of  the  institution  more  than 
met  the  expectation  of  its  early  friends.  In  1833, 
the  school  building  was  again  cmtgrcjwn  by  the 
increasing  number  of  its  pu[)i!s,  when  the  present 
edifice  on  North  Pearl  street  was  begun.  It  was  fin- 
ished in  1S34  at  a  cost  of  $30,000,  and  opened  May 
1 2,  1 834.  Its  architecture  was  planned  by  Jonathan 
Lyman,  and  was  pleasing  in  effect  and  well  adapt- 
ed to  its  uses.  'I'he  front  faces  the  east,  and  is 
ornamented  with  a  beautiful  hexa-st\]e  portico  of 
the  Ionic  order.  The  proportions  of  die  columns, 
capitals,  bases  and  entablature  are  taken  from  the 
temple  on  the  llissus,  the  most  beautiful  example 
of  the  Ionic  among  the  remains  of  antiquity. 
■  The  first  principal  was  Horace  Goodrich,  who  was 
succeeded  by  lulwin  James,  and  then,  in  18 15,  by 
Lebbeus  Bootli,  who  remained  until  1824,  when 
Frederick  I\ialthe\vs  came  in  charge.  Alonzo 
Crittenden  succeeded  I\lr.  IVIatUiews  in  1826,  and 
remaineil  as  principal  until  1S45,  during  which 
period  the  success  (jf  the  Acadcm  vwas  remarkable. 
Fie  was  a,  ])ioticei-  in  advanced  female  education  in 
America.  L.  Sprague  Parsons  was  Mr.  Critten- 
den's successor,  remaining  at  the  head  of  the  school 
until  his  resignation  in  1854,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Fben  S.  Stearns,  who  resigned  in  1868. 
Miss  Caroline  (J.  Greeley  became,  (or  a  brief  term, 
his  successor.  Miss  Louisa  (_)strom  soon  after  be- 
came principal,  and  remained  as  such  until  1879, 
since  which  time,  with  a  short  intermission,  it  has 
been  under  the  managcmein  »if  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Plympton,  who  has  advanced  its  high  character. 

The  Academy  is  now  in  a  tlourisliing  condition. 
The  corps  of  professors  and  teachers  is  full  and 
efiicient.  The  course  of  study  extends  from  the 
kinder<^arleii  through  a  post-gratiuate  course,  in- 
clusive of  elocution,  music,  drawing  and  painting. 


It  is  the  oldest  institutfon  in  tlic  world  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  the  higher  education  of  women.  The 
Presidents  of  the  Board  of  'i'rustees  have  been 
James  Kent,  John  Chester,  Isaac  Ferris,  Greene  C. 
Bronson,  John  Ludlow,  John  W.  Campbell,  Will- 
iam L.  Marcy,  Amasa  J.  Parker,  and  William  L. 
Learned.  Miss  Lucv  A.  Plympton,  the  present 
judicious  and  energetic  principal  since  1879,  is  a 
native  of  Massachusetts  and  a  graduate  of  a  leading 
female  college  in  New  Hampshire. 

CONVENT  AND  ACADE]\IY  OF  THE  SA- 
CRED HEART. 

The  Right  Rev.  John  McCloskey,  Bishop  of  Al- 
bany, desirous  of  procuring  the  advantages  of  high- 
er education  for  the  Catholic  young  ladies  of  his 
diocese,  made  application  for  relii^n'cusc,  in  1853,  to 
the  Mother  House  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Sacred 
Heart,  at  Paris,  France.  These  rdii^n'ciise  had  a 
high  reputation  for  learning  and  refined  culture. 

His  request  was  granted,  and  the  Rev.  Mother 
Hardy,  the  Provincial  for  the  United  States,  by 
the  direction  of  the  rvIother-Gcneral,  sent  Mothers 
Jennings  and  Dunn,  with  several  companions,  from 
the  convent  at  Manhattanville  to  found  an  Acad- 
emy and  School  at  Albany. 

Upon  their  arrival  in  the  city,  they  opened  a 
boarding  and  day  school  in  the  Westerlo  Mansion 
at  No.  41  North  Pearl  street.  The  pupils  increased 
so  rapidly  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  provide 
more  ample  accommodation  for  them;  and,  for 
this  purpose,  the  extensive  and  beautiful  grounds 
of  Thomas  Hillhouse,  on  the  Troy  road,  were  pur- 
chased. 

The  buiWing  was  altered  and  fitted  up  for  an 
academy,  and  the  pupils  and  the  rcligicusc  took 
possession  of  their  new  home. 

In  1 85  8,  the  magnificent  residence  of  Joel  Rath- 
bone,  situated  on  the  Bethlehem  Turnpike,  near 
the  village  of  Kenwood,  was  olTered  for  sale. 

The  house,  which  hail  been  lately  erected,  was 
elegant  and  commodious,  and  attached  to  it  were 
forty  acres  of  land,  laid  out  in  gardens,  groves  and 
llower-beds. 

The  Ladies  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  deeming  the 
site  very  desirable  for  an  academy,  on  account  of 
its  situation,  commanding,  as  it  does,  for  several 
miles  a  rharnung  landscaj.ic  ol  the  Hudson  and 
its  valle)',  by  tlio  ])ermission  of  ij'isho])  McCloskey, 
retiuested  the  \'ery  R(;v.  \.  J.  Conroy  and  Mr. 
John  Tracer  to  p.ncliase  it  for  them. 

The  purchase  was  accordingly  made  f  ir  the  sum 
of  $45,000. 

The  property  on  the  Trc>y  road  was  sold,  and 
the  academy  and  school  were  removed  to  Ken- 
wood. 

'i'lie  house  of  Al r.  kadiboiif.'.  though  hirge,  soon 
became  inacl;quate  foi  the  daily  increasing  num- 
ber of  api)licants  for  admis.sion  to  the  academy. 
In  1866,  a  large  building  was  erected,  affording 
accon>modation  for  alxnit  two  hundred  pupils. 

On  account  of  the  retired  and  i|uiet  situation  ot 
the  convent  at  Kenwood,  Kev.  .Mother  Hardy  con- 
sidered it  particularly  adapted  to  the  training  and 
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formation  of  novices  and  young  rcli^icuses.  She 
therefore  resolved  to  remove  the  novitiate  from 
IManhattanvillc  to  Allrany. 

The  original  dwelling  of  Mr.  Rathbone  was 
taken  down,  and  the  materials  incorporated  into  a 
large  wing  to  serve  as  the  novitiate  and  training 
academy  for  those  young  ladies  who  wished  to 
consecrate  themseh  cs  to  God  as  rt'/z^'/evwi' of  the 
Sacred  Heart. 

There  are  usually  in  this  building  about  fifty 
novices. 

To  provide  chapel  room  for  the  sisters  and  pu- 
pils, Mother  Hardy  erected  a  large  and  beautiful 
chapel.  It  is  situated  in  the  center  of  the  building 
between  the  academy  and  novitiate.  It  is  of  Goth- 
ic architecture,  and  the  interior  is  elegantly  carved 
and  decorated.  There  are  three  beautiful  marble 
altars,  the  gifts  of  friends  to  the  academy. 

The  convent  is  situated  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  and 
presents  a  river  front  of  three  hundred  and  ten  feet. 
It  is  heated  by  steam  and  has  all  the  modern  im- 
provements for  cooking,  laundry  purposes,  eic. 
The  convent  and  the  grounds  around  it  are  laid 
out  with  great  taste.  The  buildings  are  estimated 
to  have  cost  over  $200,000. 

On  the  grounds,  at  some  distance  from  the  acad- 
emy, is  a  large  and  commodious  school-house, 
in  which  one  hundred  and  sixty  children  receive  a 


gratuitous  education' in  all  branches  usually  tauglu 
in  the  common  schools. 

In  the  academy  the  young  lady  pupils  are  in- 
structed in  ail  branches  of  higher  and  retined  mod- 
ern education. 

Numbered  among  its  Superiors  are  the  Rev. 
^Mothers  Hardy,  Jones,  Thompson,  Peacock,  Hen- 
ratiy,  Dunn,  Fowler,  Hogan  and  O'Rorke. 

For  several  years  the  Ladies  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
conducted  a  day  school  in  the  city.  Their  first 
day  academy  was  opened  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Wilson  street.  They  afierwards  removed 
to  766  Broadway,  and  in  1868  purchased  the 
mansion  of  the  late  Thurlcw  Weed,  on  Beaver 
street.  They  had  a  daily  attendance  of  one  hun- 
dred scholars. 

In  1871,  to  the  great  regret  <>f  tlie  Catholics  of 
Albany,  their  day  school  was  closed,  and  was 
merged  into  the  academy  at  Kenwood. 

ST.  AGNES'  SCHOOL. 

This  school  was  founded  in  1S70  by  the  Right 
Rev.  William  Croswell  Doane,  Bishop  of  Albany, 
for  the  education  of  Christian  women.  The  Corn- 
ing P'oundation  for  Christian  Work  was  incorpo- 
rated Marcli  14,  1871;  the  ground  for  the  building 
erected  on  this  foundation  was  broken  Mav  Stli, 


ST.  AGNES'  SCHOOL 


and  the  corner-stone  laid  lum-  ly,  1871.  Jt  was  : 
modeled  after  Si.  Marys  Ilall,  Burlington,  N.  |.  | 

The   school    was   opened    Hallowe'en,  1872. 
'I'he  fuiancial  basis  of  this  worthy  institution  was 
laid  by  the  Hon  Erastus  Corning,  Sr.     In  all  ils 
a|>pointnien(s  this  worthy  i?\stiiution  is  success-  I 
liilly  cairymg  uiir  its  noble  purjiose,  liie  training  | 
oi  our  girls  into  tlu,-  Icaiuing  and  character  de-  j 
manded  in  an  intelligent,  Christian  womanhood  in  j 
this  age.     Its  situation  is  admirable;  its  guardian-  1 
ship  and  teaching  judiciou--^.   'J'lic  building  accom- 
motlatcs  no  with  i)oard  and  lodging;  its  gradu- 
ates number  over  225;  its  annual  atteiulance  is 
about  200  j)upils.    Its  trustees  are  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 


William  C.  D'  iiie,  S.  1.  D. ,  r.LD. ,  Erastus  Corn- 
ing, Walter  A.  Wood,  Thomas  Hun,  James  G. 
Averill,  Selden  K.  Marvin,  Amos  1'.  Palmer,  Abra- 
ham Vaw  \\-x'hW\]  and  l'".raslus  Corning,  Jr. 

CHRISTIAN   IlKrrrilbKS'  ACADl-.MV, 

132  Stale  ;.lreet,  w.us  loundcd  in  18(14,  and  incor- 
porated by  the  Uuivcr.-ity  Regents  of  New  York. 
August  3,  iS6y.  The  object  of  the  institution 
is  to  train  \X'ung  n^eii  for  business  or  college  life, 
i^esitles  the  ordinal \'  ti railing,  it  olfers  a  purel\' 
moral  and  religimis  education  to  its  students. 
Though  attended  mainly  by  Calliolics,  yet  no  ob- 
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jcction  is  made  to  the  reception  of  students  of  oti'.er 
denominations,  who  arc,  however,  obliged  to  as- 
sist at  the  religious  instructions  given. 

The  course  of  studies  in  the  academic  depart- 
ment embraces  rhetoric,  essay-writing,  literature, 
debate,  extempore  speaking,  oratory,  algebra, 
geometry,  trigonometry,  surveying,  navigation,  cal- 
culus, Latin,  German  or  French,  architectural  and 
ornamental  design,  and  the  duties  of  a  Chrisuan. 

The  commercial  course,  specially  adapted  to 
prepare  young  men  for  mercantile  pursuits,  em- 
braces arithmetic,  penmanship,  reading,  grammar, 
composition,  phonography,  book-keeping,  German 
and  plun-drawing. 

INIany  of  its  former  students  at  present  rank 
high  in  the  ecclesiastical  and  legal  professions, 
both  in  this  city  and  elsewhere. 

The  staff  consists  of  six  members  of  the  order  of 
Christian  Brothers,  and  several  secular  professors. 

ALBANY  BUSINf:SS  COLLEGE 

is  located  at  51  and  53  North  Pearl  street,  Car- 
nell  &  Carhart,  proprietors.  C.  E.  Carhart,  Pres- 
ident, J.  K.  Carnell,  Business  Manager.  Fac- 
ultv,  C.  E.  Carhart,  J.  R.  Carnell,  E.  G.  Folsom, 
B. 'IL  Spencer,  C.  H.  Gorsline,  B.  S.  Hoit,  O. 
Hazelton. 

This  institution  is  devoted  to  the  practical  educa- 
tion of  young  men  and  women,  and  was  establish- 
ed by  ]5ryant  &  .'^tratton,  January  i,  1857,  as  one 
of  their  system  of  business  colleges  then  and 
now  located  in  every  important  city  in  the  Union. 
No  change  of  location  has  occurred  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  college,  and  but  few  in  its  management, 

Prof  E.  G.  Folsom,  who  may  be  said  to  be  the 
father  of  the  present  system  of  business  colleges, 
after  several  years'  ex])ericnce  in  teaching  book- 
keei)ing  and  penmanship  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  came 
to  Albany  in  1862,  where  he  remained  as  an 
earnest  and  successful  commercial  teacher  until 
1884.  Ho  was  the  first  to  introduce  commercial 
law  in  the  curriculum  of  business  studies;  the  first 
to  add  political  economy  and  business  ethics; 
among  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  to  introduce  the 
modern  system  of  actual  practice  into  the  course 
of  instruction.  As  an  audior,  Mr.  Folsom  is  wide- 
ly known.  His  "Logic  of  Accounts  'is  a  work 
of  recognized  merit  among  business  educators. 
Mr.  Folsom  was  horn  M:iy  i,  1821,  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  and  graduated  from  Ohcrlin  College 
in  1847.  ]]ryant  and  Stralton  were  Prof  Folsom's 
pupils  in  his  Mercantile  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Folsom  was  associated  as  proprietor,  with 
Bryant  &  Stratton  until  1866,  and  from  1878  to 
1884  with  C.  E.  Carhart,  at  which  time  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  to  1.  ]\.  Carnell.  wIim  wa^   for  ! 
ten  years,  jirojirieifr  ol  the  Tr(.>v  Bns;in;,-,s  College,  \ 
the  two  gentlemen  hist  mentioned  being  now  the  | 
college  proprietors.  | 

During  the  twenty- nine  years  of  its  existence,  i 
the  Albany  Business  College  has  had  upon  its  rolls  | 
the  names  of  some  five  thousand  jnipils:  and  to-  I 
day  its  representatives  may  be  found  in  every  line  | 
of  honorable  occupation.    The  branches  taught  1 


embrace  book-keeping  by  single  and  double  entry, 
arithmetic,  penmanshij),  correspondence,  bus- 
iness practice,  spelling,  reading,  grammar,  ste- 
nography, type-writing,  telegraphy  and  commer- 
cial law.  Mr.  Carharc's  text-book  on  "Business 
Law  "  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  standard  work 
on  tliat  su'nject. 

Ihe  annual  attendance  at  the  day  and  evening 
sessions  of  the  college  now  averages  three  hundred 
pupils. 

CFL-MITAUQUA  LITERARY  AND  SCU^N- 
TIFIC  CIRCLE. 

There  is  a  branch  of  the  Chautauqua  Lite- 
rary and  Scientific  Circle  in  Albany,  fcjrmed  in 
1880  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Jump,  and  Misses  Gussie 
Lord,  Anna  K.  Staats,  Ada  Viele  and  Eva  Ken- 
nedy. During  the  first  year,  and  since,  lectures 
have  been  given  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  PL  Vincent,  the 
founder  of  the  institution,  and  others.  Regular 
meetings  are  held  at  which  literary  subjects  are 
discussed.  It  now  numbers  about  seventy-five 
members.  Its  exercises  are  of  great  literary  ad- 
vantage to  its  members.  It  includes  a  course  of 
study,  which  contemplates  a  graduating  diploma 
when  completed. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 

The  Industrial  School,  on  Beaver  street,  near  Dan- 
iel, is  under  the  care  of  the  Children's  Friend  Soci- 
ety, which  was  organized  in  1856,  and  incorporated 
April  7,  1863.  The  managers  seek  to  gather  into 
the  school,  vagrant  children  who,  from  poverty  or 
vice  of  parents,  are  unable  to  attend  the  public 
schools,  and  to  instruct  them  in  morals,  industry 
and  the  elements  of  learning.  Girls  arc  received 
between  the  ages  of  four  and  fifteen;  boys,  four 
to  fourteen.  The  school  is  supported  by  individual 
and  church  contributions  and  sales  of  articles. 
Number  of  scholars,  160.  The  new  building 
cost,  including  ground,  $15,500;  was  completed 
and  dedicated  in  the  spring  of  1884;  and  is  free 
from  debt. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  LIBRARY. 

I'he  New  York  State  Library  was  founded  by 
act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  Ajiril  21,  181 8. 
The  Govcrno  ,  Lieutenant-Gt-vcrnor,  Chancellor, 
and  Chief-Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  tlie 
time  being,  were  constituted  a  Board  of  Trustees, 
who  were  directed  to  cause  to  be  fitted  uj)  some 
j)roper  room  in  the  Cajiitol,  for  the  jiurpose  of 
keeping  therein  a  public  library  for  the  use  of  the 
•rovernment  and  the  ti'-mm!,-  i.f  th;'  -^'iitc  The 
Trustees  of  this  period  had  mamly  in  \icw  the  col- 
lection of  an  extensive  library  of  iaw  books,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  the  appropriations  were  ex- 
pended for  lhi^  department.  The  L'^gislature.  how- 
ever, needed  for  consultation  v.-orks  on  j)olitical 
economy,  and  books  on  such  other  subjects  th:il 
touched  upon  Uieir  legislative  labor,  and  thus  tlie 
field  for  collection  was  gradually  enlarged.  For 


■'  V'l  77',;; J/; 


.■''.Ah 
■  >        ■-■  fl  .J 

'fii    ■  > 


T 


:0  irc-^ 

'\  :Tl.);7 


,,.1  ■ 

r 


SCHOOLS  AND  OTHER  LITER  ART  IXSTITUTIOXS. 


689 


thirty  years  the  library  continued  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  officers  above  mentioned  as  Trustees  (to 
whom,  in  1824,  were  added  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Attorney-General,  and  Comptroller),  and  its 
nitude  and  importance  then  made  it  necessary  that 
a  more  permanent  IJoard  of  Trustees  should  be  in- 
trusted with  its  management.  Accordingly,  on  the 
4th  of  May,  1844,  the  Legislature  enacted  that  the 
Regents  of  the  University  should  be  the  Trustees 
of  this  library.  Upon  assuming  this  trust  they 
caused  an  inventory  of  the  library  to  be  taken,  and 
its  whole  arrangement  was  reconstructed.  One 
result  of  the  inventory  was  the  discovery  that  three 
hundred  and  eleven  volumes  were  missing,  some 
of  which,  however,  were  recovered  by  advertising. 
It  was  determined  to  be  important  to  secure  for 
the  State  every  historical  work  illustrating  Ameri- 
can history,  and  especially  the  history  of  New 
York.  The  growth  of  the  library  has  been  a  steady 
one,  depending  on  a  moderate  annual  appropria- 
tion, which  has  been  increased  some  years  tor  the 
special  purpose  of  large  collections.  Among  such 
notably  was  the  Warden  collection  in  1843,  niade 
by  David  V>.  Warden  in  Europe,  numbering  over 
two  thousand  volumes  relating  to  American  history. 

In  1853,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  purchase 
of  the  correspondence  and  other  papers  of  (jcorge 
Clinton,  the  first  Governor  of  the  State.  These 
manuscripts  are  of  the  highest  importance,  cover- 
ing the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
illustrating  the  part  taken  by  New  York  in  the 
struggle  for  independence.  I'hey  have  been  bound 
in  twenty-three  folio  volumes,  and  a  calendar  since 
added.  A  copious  index  to  all  names  mentioned 
in  these  papers  is  now  in  preparation.  P^nough  of 
other  Clinton  manu<;cripts  have  since  been  pro- 
cured to  fill  ten  similar  volumes.  The  papers 
found  on  the  person  of  Major  Andre  by  his  captors 
alTarrytown,  were  among  the  Clinton  manuscripts, 
and  have  been  fraiii(;d  and  put  under  glass.  The 
papers  of  Sir  William  johnson,  covering  a  period 
of  the  history  of  Central  New  York  from  173S  to 
1 774,  were  also  purchased  and  arranged,  and  bound 
in  twenty-two  folio  volumes. 

In  1854  the  library  was  removed  to  a  new  build- 
ing, west  of  the  old  Capitol,  constructed  by  the 
direction  of  the  Legislature  of  185 1.  It  was  in- 
tended to  be  fire-proi>f.  and  was  so  considered  be- 
fore the  great  tires  of  Chicago  anil  ]5osion.  It  was 
intended  to  accommodate  ioo,coo  volumes;  it 
had,  before  the  removal  to  the  new  Capitol,  packed 
and  padded  on  the  shelves,  over  125,000  volumes, 
besides  scores  of  volumes  of  atlases  and  thousands 
of  duplicate  books  for  exchange.  The  duplicate 
volumes  are  chiefly  the  reports  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  State  (JovernuK'ntand  Institutions, 
and  books  yirc-^cnti^.l  y.^  \}v  iiii'nr\- fr'.m  limc 
time  by  various  p'.rs'ins.  In  order  to  make  rotun 
for  preparing  the  a[iproach  to  the  new  Ca[iitol  on 
the  east,  it  was  decided  to  take  down  the  building. 
The  library  was  removed  during  the  months  of 
September  and  October,  1883,  to  the  new  Capitol, 
the  law  library  occupying  the  well-known  golden 
corridor  and  the  general  library  the  adjoining  room, 
formerly  prepared  for  the  Court  of  Appeals.  This 


'  is  inadequate  to  afford  shelf-room  for  all  the  books, 
!  but  nearly  all  arc  accessible  to  the  public.  Ample 
rooms  are  in  jjrocess  of  preparation  on  the  third 
'  floor  of  the  west  side  of  the  Capitol. 

The  library  of  to-day  represents  the  best  thoughts 
of  the  human  mind  and  the  record  of  human  ac- 
'  tion  for  the  last  six  thousand  years.     While  every 
\  department  of  letters  is  represented  on  the  shelves, 
j  yet  the  library  is  by  far  the  richest  in  works  relating 
i  to  American  history.   Hundreds  of  books  have  been 
I  printed  in  this  country  in  the  seventeenth  and 
j  eighteenth  centuries,  of  the  editions  of  which  not 
twenty  copies  remain  undcstroyed.    Quiet,  unre- 
I  mitting  watchfulness  and  care  for  the  past  thirty 
I  years  have  succeeded  in  gathering  in  most  of  these 
I  publications,  so  that  few  libraries  on  this  continent 
I  are  richer  in  early  Americana.    'J'he  library  does 
j  not  seek  literary  curiosities  as  such;  but  when  a 
i  book  is  offered  which  is  needed  to  complete  the 
set  of  laws,  or  illustrate  the  history  of  the  State,  it 
is  obtained,  as  when,  in  the  spring  of  1S80,  6;  1,600 
was  paid  at  auction  for  the  first  book  of  the  laws  of 
the  State,  of  which  but  two  or  three  perfect  copies 
are  known  to  lie  in  existence.    The  library  con- 
tains, in  addition  to  these  rare  or  almost  unique 
volumes,  many  illustrated  volumes  of  travels,  of 
natural  history,  and  of  ancient  and  modern  art. 
Among  these  are  "  Kingsborough's  Mexican  Antiq- 
uities," the  text  of  which  is  mainly  in  the  Spanish 
and  Italian  languages;  the  great  work  on  Egypt, 
in  twelve  folio  volumes,  executed  under  orders  of 
Napoleon  I;   "Audubon's  Eirds  of  America,''  in 
four  volumes,  elephant  folio;  and  twenty  volumes 
illustrating  the  humming  birds  of  Central  and  South 
America.    The  leading  journals  of  France  and 
England  are  represented  in  almost  complete  files 
of  the  jl/onihur  and  London  Tines.    Sixtv  thou- 
sand pamphlets  have  been  preserved,  to  illustrate 
every  phase  of  human  industry,  eccentricity,  passion, 
patriotism,  stupiditv,  or  genius.    The  collection 
of  American  genealogies  is,  perhaps,  unsuryiassed 
by  any  other  country.    Aliout  three  thousand  vol- 
umes of  specifications  and  drawings  of  English 
patents  are  stored  on  the  shelves,  besides  those  of 
the  United  States,  Canada,  France,  and  Victoria. 
Hardly  a  library  day  in  the  year  passes  that  one  or 
more  readers  do  not  ask  t<)  crinsult  some  of  these 
j  patent  volumes.   The  law  library  has  but  one  equal 
in  tlio.  extent  and  value  of  its  collections  in  this 
country,  and  that  is  the  Library  of  Congress  at 
V\  ashington.     I'^very  book  and  pamphlet  in  the 
library  is  catalogued  under  the  author's  name,  in 
alphabetical  order,  and  ui  addition  to  this  cata- 
logue is  a  subject-index,  in  which,  under  subjects 
presented  in  alphabetical  order,  are  given  the  treat- 
ises, in  book  or  pamphlet  form,  upon  that  subject. 

In  nddili'-'n  lo  the  li..ol,  r,  •  •ilp.v  i;;-:,;!-^  wCiwz 
and. interest  have  drit'ted  in  is  to  a  safe  place  of  de- 
I)Osit  for  the  inspection  of  visitors.  Among  these  are 
a  sword  and  pistol  and  the  surveving  instruments  of 
W'ashington;  busts  of  snmc  c)f  the  eminent  states- 
men of  New  York;  portraits  in  oil  of  many  of  ihc 
Governors,  and  of  tlie  Regents  of  l!ie  University, 
and  a  numismatic  collection  of  considerable  value. 
I  It  is  a  reference  library,  and  only  members  of  the 
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Legislature,  heads  of  departments  of  the  State 
government,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  library  have 
the  privilege  of  taking  books  to  their  residences. 
There  is  hardly  a  field  of  human  industry  that  is 
not  represented  in  applicants  for  information  to 
assist  them  in  their  several  spheres  of  labor  in 
office,  workshop,  or  outdoor  occupation. 

The  library  is  open  daily  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m., 
except  Sundays  and  holidays,  and  from  the  5th  to 
the  20th  of  August. 

The  new  rooms  now  being  prepared  for  the 
library  consist  of  one  large  reading-room  and  sev- 
eral smaller  store-rooms  for  the  books,  from  which 
the  attendants  in  charge  will  bring  the  volumes 
required  by  readers.  The  stairway  leading  to  the 
library  will  be  the  most  magnificent  one  in  the 
Capitol. 

ALBANY  INSTITUTE. 

The  Society  of  the  Albany  Institute  dates  back 
through  other  organizations,  of  which  it  is  the 
legitimate  successor,  to  the  year  1 79 1 .  Its  charter  was 
granted  February  27,  1S29,  the  Society  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Useful  Arts  and  the  Albany  Lyceum  of 
Natural  History  having  consolidated  under  that 
name.  Its  membership  has  included  many  per- 
sons of  distinction  as  scholars  and  in  professional 
and  civil  life.  Its  standard  publications  are  ten 
volumes  of  Transactions,  two  of  Proceedings,  and 
one  entitled  "  Field  Meetings  of  the  Albany  Insti- 
tute." Tiie  annual  fee  for  resident  members  is  $5. 
There  are  now  about  two  hundred  members. 
Meetings  arc  held  each  alternate  Tuesday  evening, 
from  October  to  ]une,  in  the  Albany  Academy. 

The  libiary  contains  about  six  thousand  volumes, 
and  many  old  newspapers,  including  a  collection 
made  by  De  Witt  CImton;  but,  owing  to  lack  of 
proper  accommodations,  it  is  not  easily  accessible; 
hence,  not  very  useful.  The  institution  is  respect- 
able, and  has  been  very  useful;  but  it  needs 
among  its  members  more  vitalizing  influences,  and 
ought  to  command  more  popular  sympathy. 

YOUNG  MEN'S  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Young  Men's  Association,  rooms  corner  of 
North  Pearl  and  Steuben  streets,  is  the  oldest  in- 
stitution of  its  character  in  the  United  States.  It 
was  founded,  with  a  niembcrshii)  of  about  75c,  I^c- 
cember  10, 1833.  Airios  Uean  was  its  first  President, 
elected  December  1  3th, and  re-elected  at  first  annual 
meeting,  February  3,  1S34.  It  was  incor])orated 
March  12,  1835,  lor  the  purpose  of  establishing 
and  maintaining  a  library,  reading-room,  literary 
and  scientific  lectures,  and  other  means  of  promot  - 
ing moral  and  intellectual  improvement.  For 
twenty-two  years  il  susl.i.in  -d  a  (lrbnl:n,;r  '<0(  ietv.  It 
occupied  rooms  in  Ivnickerbocker  Hall,  on  l-tro  id- 
wav,  where  Nos.  451  and  453  now  are,  until  1840; 
in  Exchange  Puilding,  where  the  new  Government 
Building  now  stands,  until  1852;  in  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  Buildini;-  until  1S70;  in  Music  Hall 
Building  until  1S77,  when  it  came  to  its  present 
rooms,  having  leased  the  Bleecker  Building,  on 
North  Pearl,  Steuben  and  Chapel  streets,  for  ten 


years,  with  right  to  re  lease  for  ten  years  longer.  It 
has  some  valuable  pictures,  a  good  variety  of  cur- 
rent magazines  and  newspapers,  and  a  well-selected 
circulating  and  reference  library  of  about  seventeen 
thousand  volumes.  Its  largest  benefactions  have 
been  $1,000  in  books  from  Dr.  George  Cooke; 
$10,000  in  a  bcc[uest  from  Hon.  Erastus  Corning; 
and  $1,000  from  ]Miss  Catherine  Quackenbush. 
All  real  estate  and  vested  funds  arc  under  manage- 
ment of  a  board  of  trustees.  The  ordinary  affairs 
are  managed  by  a  board  of  managers,  eighteen  in 
number.  Life  members,  of  which  there  are  over 
one  hundred  and  eighty  living,  pay  $50  at  one 
time.  Annual  members,  male  and  female,  pay 
$2.  The  Association  deserves,  as  it  has,  the  strong- 
est claims  upon  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the 
best  men  and  women  of  Albany.  A  catalogue  of 
two  hundred  and  ninety  pages,  prepared  by  Profes- 
sor Jonathan  'l'cnney,was  published  in  18S0,  and  a 
supplement  of  forty-two  jjages  in  1882.  Annual 
election  occurs  fourth  Thursday  in  ]March.  I\Iem- 
bership  about  2,000. 

Presidents  of  the  Association  from  its  organiza- 
tion to  the  present:  Amos  Dean,  Robert  Y..  Ward, 
Charles  A.  Hopkins,  John  Davis,  Robert  II. 
Pruyn,  Denison  Worlhington,  William  E.  Bleecker, 
Charles  P.  Smyth,  \\alter  R.  Bush,  Arthur  C. 
Southwick,  Rufus  King,  (Charles  H.  Stanton, 
Franklin  Townsend,  William  A.  Rice,  Hooper  C. 
Van  Vorst,  George  B.  Steele,  William  Dey  Ermand, 
Rufus  G.  Beardslee,  James  I.  Johnson,  Theodore 
Townsend,  Gilbert  I..  Wilson,  George  C.  Lee, 
Ralph  P.  Lathrop,  Richard  Merrifield,  Clinton 
Cassidy,  Charles  'P.  Shepard,  Robert  L.  Johnson, 
Charles  P.  l^aston,  Edmund  L.  Judson,  lohn  T. 
McKnight,  John  Templeton,  Samuel  Hand,  Frank- 
lin Edson,  William  D.  Morange,  Edward  De 
Forest,  Frank  Chamberlain,  Robert  Lenox  Banks, 
Gienville  Tremain,  John  S.  Dclevan,  Frederick  T. 
Martin,  John  Swinburne,  Henry  C.  Littlefield, 
Charles  A.  Robertson,  Amasa  J.  Parker,  Jr.,  I'Ved. 
W.  Brown,  Jacob  S.  Mosher,  Thurlow  Weed 
Barnes,  John  M.  Bigelow,  William  P.  Rudd, 
George  E.  Oliver,  Fred  k  Harris,  Oren  E.  Wilson, 
I^ugene  Burlingaine,  Isaac  D.  I'\  Lansing.  The 
successive  librarians  of  the  association  are  as  fol- 
loNvs  :  Robert  Gray,  Abraham  Y.  Lansing,  William 
C.  I\Tinor,  Abraham  F.  Lansing,  Josej)h  F.  \\'inne, 
Dwight  Adams,  Jonatlian  l'enne\-,  Cornelius  H. 
Chase,  Jo'-ihua  Y..  Crane.  It  is  the  only  popular 
library  in  the  city  and,  by  its  lectures,  books  and 
periodicals,  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  the  citi- 
zens.   In  1803  it  celebrated  its  semi-centennial. 

DANA  NATURAL  HISTORY  S0C1ET\'. 

This  ranks  amMig  ilie  Ivadiiig  litciarv  societies 
of  Albany.  It  was  organized  N'ovcmln-r  19,  iSViS'. 
'at  a  meeting  of  ladies,  and  named  in  honor  of 
Professor  James  D.  Dana,  of  Yale  College.  Its  act- 
ive members  arc  all  ladies  of  scientific  tastes  and 
culture,  who  meet  statedly  for  the  study  of  nature, 
and  are  engaged  in  collecting  a  library  and  cabinet 
to  aid  in  diis  study.  At  its  meetings  papers  are 
read,  recent  scientific  facts  reported  and  principles 
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discussed.  Public  lectures  are  given  occasionally 
by  scientists,  and  classes  in  botany,  geology  and 
other  special  topics  in  science  are  formed.  Field 
meetings  in  the  country  arc  usually  held  in  late 
.spring  and  early  autumn,  oftentimes  in  connection 
with  the  Albany  Institute  and  Troy  Scientific  As- 
sociation. 

The  number  of  members  is  not  far  from  one 
hundred,  including  honorary  members,  among 
whom  are  Professors  Dana,  Hall,  Peck,  Lintner, 
Tenney,  Ward,  Boss.  Perkins,  }3radley,  Prescott 
and  other  scientific  gentlemen.  Its  Presidents 
have  been  Miss  Lottie  'I'itcomb,  i86S  ;  Mrs.  David 
A.  Thomp.son,  1869  ;  Mrs.  William  P)arnes, 
1870-71  ;  Mrs.  Daniel  J.  Pratt,  1S71-72  ;  Mrs. 
Arthur  Bott,  1873-74  ;  Mrs.  John  E.  Bradley, 
1874-75  ;  Mn;.  Jonathan  Tenney,  1875-83  ;  Mrs. 
Robert  D.  Williams,  1S82-85;  ^Irs  Ira  B.  Samp- 
son, 1885-86.  Annual  meeung  last  Tuesday  in 
November.  It  is  a  growing  and  useful  institution, 
rtOecting  great  credit  upon  its  members  and 
officers.  • 

THE  DICKENS  CLUB 

is  the  outgrowth  of  the  Flower  Mission  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  its  membership  is  confined 
to  ladies  who  attend  that  church  or  its  Sabbath- 
school.  It  originated  in  1875,  '^"'^  ^^^^^  stated 
meetings  ever  since  for  the  study  and  rendition 
of  English  authors,  beginning  with  Dickens.  It 
has  given  several  successful  public  readings  and 
renderings  of  some  of  these  authors  in  public.  Its 
Presidents  have  been  Miss  Josephine  B.  Sedam, 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Sherwood,  Mrs.  I.  B.  Sampson,  INIiss 
Anna  MacNaughten,  Miss  Annie  Kingsbury,  Miss 
Harriet  E.  Ludington,  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lawson. 

JONATHAN  TENNEY. 

[Compiled  chiefly  from  "Class  Memorial"  and  "The  Academician."] 

Jonathan  Tenney  was  born  in  Corinth,  Orange 
County,  Vt.,  vSeptember  14,  1817,  eldest  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Lydia  Owen  (Crane)  Tenney.  His 
father  died  in  1865,  aged  (19  years;  his  mother  is 
now  living,  in  h?r  gist  year. 

Thomas  Tenney,  the  common  ancestor  of  the 
Tenneys  of  tl  is  counirv,  was  an  English  Puntaii, 
from  Yorkshire,  F.n;rfiri(l ;  a  memVicr  of  the  Rew 
Ezekiel  Rogers'  colony  ol  sixty  families,  which,,  in 
1637,  settled  tne  "  Rogers  Plantation,"  nou  Row- 
ley, Bradford,  Georgetown  and  Merrimack,  i\Iass. , 
and  vicinity.  His  tlesceiuiants  have  always  been 
among  the  leading  men  uf  New  England. 

Hon.  Samuel  Peniuy,  his  grantison,  had  twelve 
children.  He  was  tiulv  crcat  and  good  man. 
He  was  a  member  ol  the  "..olonial  Asscmbiv  in'iu 
Bradford,  i\Iass.,  in  1725,  when,  50  years  lietoie  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  he  was  one  of  the  30 
who  voted  against  receiving  tlie  King's  Charter,  a 
step  more  bold  than  that  of  the  56  signers  of  177O. 
Not  a  few  of  his  numerous  descentlants  inherit  the 
same  spirit  of  daring  to  do  right. 

From  his  early  boyhood,  young  Tenney  had  his 


home  with  his  parents  on  a  farm,  and  was  attending 
public  district  schools.  During  these  years,  his 
paternal  home  was  chielly  in  Bradford  and  New- 
bury. In  the  Seminary  in  Newbury,  under  the 
tuition  of  Rev.  Charles  Adams  and  Rev.  Osmon  C. 
Baker,  D.  D.,  since  a  Bishop  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  Bradford  Academy,  Vt., 
Rev.  Franklin  Butler,  Principal,  he  pursued  his 
studies  preparatory  to  Dartmouth  College,  which  he 
entered  in  1839,  and  from  which  he  graduated  in 

In  1846,  he  received  the  degree  of  INI.  A.,  and 
in  18S0,  the  honorary  degree  of  Ph.D.  from  Dart- 
mouth. 

For  the  nine  winters  previous  to  his  graduation, 
he  was  a  popular  teacher  in  the  district  and  village 
schools  of  his  native  State. 

'i"he  following  is  abridged  from  a  sketch  of  Dr. 
Tenney  pre^jared  by  Hon.  Henry  Barnard,  late 
Commissioner  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Education, 
and  published  in  tiie  American  Juunial  0/ Educalii)u. 

*  *  *  After  graduating  in  1843,  he  taught 
the  Academy  in  Flcbron,  N.  H.,  but  resigned  in 
order  to  establish  a  High  School  in  Newbury,  Vt. , 
which  was  successfully  organized  under  his  care. 
He  was  then  five  years  Principal  of  Pembroke 
Academy,  near  Concord  N.  H.,  which  attained 
under  his  management  a  very  high  reputation  and 
popularity.  Many  of  his  pupils  of  this  and  other 
schools  graduated  from  college,  and  are  found  in 
prominent  positions  all  over  the  country.  A  portion 
of  his  time  was  here  devoted  to  the  study  of  law; 
but  his  success  led  him  to  adopt  teaching  as  his  pro- 
fession. From  this  time  he  lost  no  opportunity  to 
extend  his  acquaintance  with  the  best  schools  and 
educators,  their  principles  and  methods.  A  desire 
for  wider  experience,  a  spirit  of  independence  and 
progress,  and  an  unwillingness  to  become  settled 
in  any  one  routine  of  thought  and  action,  have  in- 
duced a  frequent  change  of  position  by  voluntary 
resignations,  and  have  prompted  the  undertaking 
of  much  collateral  work. 

In  August,  1849,  resigning  his  place  in  Pem- 
broke, he  became  Master  of  the  South  Grammar 
School  in  Lawrence,  Mass.  Being  elected  Prin- 
cipal of  the  new  Pittstield  High  School,  Mass., 
he  entered  u[ion  this  trust  in  November,  1S50; 
organi/ed  the  school,  and  remained  in  its  charge 
until  his  resi'jiiati. )n  in  iXfarch,  1S53.  I'he  "  H  s- 
tory  of  Pitl^(i(,-ld. '■  lntcly  published,  spcak.s  of  I\'r. 
Tenney,  after  an  interval  of  thirty  years,  as  tlie 
first  principal  ct  the  school  and  "a  teacher  of 
very  high  ability."  While  there,  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  educational  work  of  the  State,  es- 
pecially in  I'erkshire  County.  While  in  Dartmouth, 
he  atterukd  lectures  in  the  ?klcdica!  College  there; 
an(l  while  in  PitlsficKl.  he  attended  lecture^  in 
I  the  Jiinksliire  Alcili..al  Institute,  and  lave  much 
spare  time,  thcii  and  since,  to  the  study  ot  medi- 
cine, especially  to  make  himself  more  useful  as  a 
teacher. 

Returning  to  New  Hampshire,  he  was  chosen 
Princijial  of  the  Manchester  High  School  in  April, 
1853,  and  held  the  place  until  he  resigned  in 
November,  1854,  to  become  Editor  and  Publisher 


of  the  S/ars  and  Stripes,  which  he  conducted 
with  great  success  as  an  independent  newspaper. 
Its  influence  resulted  in  placinjj:  the  Republican 
party  in  power  in  the  State.  From  1855  to 
1857,  he  was,  at  the  same  time,  Chairman  of 
the  School  CommilLce  of  ]\]anchesler,  Commis- 
sioner of  Schoi:)ls  for  Hillsborough  County,  and 
Secretary  of  tlie  State  IJoard  of  Education.  His 
reports  in  these  several  capacities  were  full,  able, 
and  models  of  their  kind.  During  this  time  lie 
introduced  various  reforms  in  the  city  schools; 
visited  many  schools  of  \.\vt  State;  conducted 
Teachers'  Institutes;  and  lectrircd  upon  and  tau'_dit 
various  subjects  in  all  p;.'rts  of  the  ^tatc. 

In  1854,  lie  was  the  originator  ':>f  the  x\e\v  Hamp- 
shire State  Teachers'  Association,  and  was  one  of  its 
most  active  and  practical  Aorkers  and  supporters. 
He  was  clecleil  its  President  in  1855  and  1S56. 
After  January,  1862,  he  was  the  resirlcnt  editor  of  the 
Neiv  Hampshire  [mtnial  of  Eilucaiinn.  He  j)repnred 
a  catalogue  of  the  teachers  and  schools  of  iNIassa- 
chusetts,  with  notes,  the  first  that  ever  appeared  in 
any  State.  He  has  contributed  Ir.r'Kly  to  the  edi'- 
cational  and  other  statistics  of  the  country.   *   ^=  * 

During  the  years  1855-57,  he  was  occupied 
cliiefly  in  his  duties  as  Chairman  of  the  School 
Cornmitlep  of  Manchester;  in  visiting  the  schools 
of  the  thirty-one  towns  of  Hillsborough  Co.;  in 
giving  alic-)ut  seventy-five  public  addresses;  in  ar- 
ranging and  conducting  his  own  County  institutes; 
in  lecturing  in  those  of  the  ten  counties  of  the 


State;  in  conducting  corresjjondence  as  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Education;  and  in  preparing  the 
City,  County  and  State  School  Reports.  The  work 
demanded  great  industry,  system  ami  energy. 

In  1856,  the  Trustees  of  Boscav.cn  Academy, 
New  Hampshire,  a  school  founded  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  Wood,  and  Daniel  and  J'>.ckiel  Webster, 
having  proposed  to  repair  their  buildings,  lease  the 
same  free  of  expense  for  twenty  years,  and  sur- 
render to  him  their  trust,  Mr.  Tenney  accepted  the 
propostion;  opened  his  school  in  1S57,  under  the 
name  of  l.lmwood  Literary  Institute,  and  success- 
fully sustained  it  through  tlie  next  nine  years  of 
financial  depression  and  civil  \var. 

During  the  War  he  was  \\:xy  active  as  an  oflicer 
of  the  Stare  L  iiii.'n  League,  in  forming  Town 
Leagues,  ovc:  one  of  which  he  presided;  in  en- 
couraging enlistments  in  the  Union  service;  and 
in  furnishing  aid  to  the  soldiers.  I\Iore  than  100 
of  his  pupils  enlisted.  The  delicate  duty  of  Enroll- 
ing Officer  of  riis  district  m  hs  entrusted  to  him. 

While  in  Boscawen  lie  was  Superintendent  of 
the  ScIm.iIs  of  (t'iq  good  old  town,  ih'  native  place 
.  of  John  .A..  Dix  and  William  Pit  P'c-senden;  and 
j  also    Commissioner   of  Schools    for  Merrimack 
i  County. 

In  September,  1866,  having  sold  his  interest  in 
j  Boscawen  six  months  previous,  ho  purchased,  in 
j  Newton  Center,  Mass.,  and  opened  a  fiimily  and 
I  day  school  for  girls,  called  Silver  Lake  Institute, 
I  five  miles  from  Boston,  which  he  disposed  of  in 
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July,  rS68;  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  health  of  his 
family  requiring  the  change.  He  had  accepted,  for 
one  year,  the  State  agency  of  a  New  York  Life  In- 
surance Company,  widi  no  idea  of  giving  up  his 
work  as  an  educator. 

From  October,  1869,  to  August,  1874,  he  was  a 
resident  of  Owego,  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  a  part 
of  the  time  as  Superintendent  of  the  Village 
Schools  and  Principal  of  the  Owego  Free  Acad- 
emy. The  rest  of  tlie  time  he  was  an  Institute 
conductor. 

In  1874,  having  been  appointed  Deputy  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instrucdon  for  the  State  of 
New  York,  he  removed  to  Albanv,  where  he  has 
ever  since  had  his  home  at  484  Madison  avenue, 
opposite  W^ashington  Park.  Two  years  later  he  was 
made  Librarian  of  the  Young  IMen's  Association, 
the  library  of  which  was  enurely  re-formed,  im- 
proved and  catalogued  by  him,  so  that  it  is  now  a 
delightful  and  useful  place  of  resort.  In  1S83, 
after  seven  years  service,  he  resigned  this  place  to 
enter  upon  the  editorship  of  "New  England  in 
Albanv,"  and  the  "  Historv  of  Albany  Countv  and 
City."' 

In  civil  affairs,  besides  being  an  officer  in  several 
political  organizations,  he  was  Moderator  of  Town 
Meetings,  Coroner  and  State  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum,  and  held  other  civil  offices  in  New 
Hampshire. 

He  is  a  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Vermont, 
Wisconsin,  and  New  Hampshire  Historical  So- 
cieties; of  New  Pmgland  Historic-Genealogical 
Society,  New  York  Genealogical  Society,  and  other 
literary  and  scientific  associations. 

He  has  lectured  before  academies  and  educa- 
tional associations  in  New  England  and  New 
York.  He  has  been  an  officer  in  Essex  County, 
Middlesex  County,  Berkshire  County,  and  Massa- 
chusetts State  Teachers'  Associations.  In  Man- 
chesLer,  Lawrence,  Pittslield  and  Owego,  and  in 
every  large  town  where  he  has  taught,  he  has  ox- 
ganized  and  helped  sustain  Teachers'  Associations. 
Out  of  the  one  in  Manchester  originated  the  New 
Hampshire  State  Association,  which  was  organized 
at  C'tjncord  in  June,  1854,  by  a  large  Convention 
called  by  him,  incorporated  the  next  [uly,  and  has, 
ever  since,  been  the  most  interesting  and  cfiicient 
agency  in  the  eJuc.Uional  progress  of  that  State, 
through  its  .innu;d  meetings  and  p»il)lic;uions.  He 
was  its  first  Secretary,  then  its  President,  Director, 
and  Editor  of  its  works,  while  he  lesuled  in  that 
State. 

Besides  Institute  work  in  New  Hampshire,  he  has 
done  the  same  work  in  Vermont,  i\Iassachusctts 
and  Maine.  From  1867  to  1874,  he  was  Con- 
ductor of  Institutes,  with  marked  success,  in  many 
of  the  Counties  of  New  York,  under  appointments 
from  Superintendents  i\i.:e,  U  eavcr  niid  Kuggur.s. 

In  several  of  tiuse  counties  l.e  re\ued  'I'eacheis" 
Associations.  In  the  work  of  education  he  has 
always  been  earnest,  faithful  and  piaclical;  partic- 
ularly zealous  in  his  etforts  to  elevate  the  teach- 
ers by  stinmlaiing  them  to  ctdtivate  self-respect, 
sound  scholarship,  character,  and  best  methods  ol 
teaching  and  gONernment.    School  reports  abound 


in  commendation  of  his  labors,  and  he  has  a  warm 
place  in  the  hearts  of  thousands  who  have  enjoyed 
his  instruction. 

Besides  numerous  contributions  to  newspapers, 
magazines  and  educational  pulilications,  he  has 
written  and  edited  "Septenary  History  of 'Dart- 
mouth Class  of  1843;"  Reports  on  the  Schools  of 
Manchester,  N.  H. ;  Six  Annual  Reports  on  Schools 
in  Boscawen  N.  H. ;  Tenth  and  P.levenlh  Annual 
Reports  of  New  Hampshire  Board  of  Education; 
"Watch  Repairer's  Hand-book,"  Boston,  1S68; 
"Class  Memorial  of  Dartmoudi  Class  of  1843,"  Al- 
bany, 1869;  Two  Reports  on  Schools  of  Hills- 
borough County,  N.  H.;  "Genealogical  and  Histor- 
ical Memoirs  of  the  Tenney  Family;"  "History  of 
Congregational  Church,  Owego,  N.  Y. ;"  "New 
England  in  Albany;"  "History  and  Catalogue  of 
Young  Men's  Association,  Albany;"  "  History  of 
the  County  and  City  of  Albany;"  also  numerous 
catalogues,  reports,  papers  and  circulars  on  various 
topics. 

He  married  in  Boston,  Mass.,  March  20,  1852, 
Harriette  Ackland  Bachelder,  Preceptress  of  Pitts- 
field  High  School.  She  died  in  Boscawen,  N.  H., 
September  13,  1864. 

He  married  September  19,  1866,  Pdlen  J.  Le 
Gros,  of  Great  Falls,  N.  H.,  Associate  Principal  in 
Elmwood  Institute,  Boscawen,  N.  H.,  in  Rhode 
Island  Normal  School;  and  in  the  Lincoln  Young 
Ladies'  School,  Providence,  R.  I.  Mrs.  Tenney 
is  a  lady  of  rare  gifts  and  accomplishments,  and 
held  in  high  estimation  for  her  works'  sake  by  all 
who  know  her.  She  is  an  excellent  pianist  and 
organist.  Quick  perceptions,  ready  tact,  common 
sense,  pure  benevolence,  delicate  love  of  justice, 
womanly  modesty  and  great  energy,  arc  united  in 
her  character  in  a  wonderful  degree. 

His  children  are  Calvin  Pettengill,  born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1853;  Harriette  Lydia,  December  7,  1857; 
Hermann  Jonathan,  March  29,1860;  Plllen  Celina, 
June  30,  1864;  Pxigar  Herbert  Le  Gros  and  Mary 
Laura  Adelaide,  December  20,  1S70;  lulbert  Le 
Gros,  i\Iarch  14,1875;  Laurence  Harlow,  June  28, 
1878.     Four  of  diese  are  now  living. 

Prof  Tenney  was  made  a  Mason  in  the  Horace 
Chase  Lodge,  No.  72,  Penacook,  N.  H.,  and  rep- 
resented that  Lodge  several  times  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State.  He  is  ni.>w  a  Member  of 
Temiile  Lodge,  No.  14,  .Mbany. 

Dr.  Tenney  is  a  man  of  quiet  and  retiring 
habits.  He  is  excedingly  fond  of  domestic  life  and 
ardently  devoted  to  his  family.  To  him  diere 
is  no  place  like  lK>mc.  In  his  friendships  he 
is  true  and  constant — intimate  with  few,  but 
courteous  to  all.  He  is  a  reader  of  character; 
cordial  and  frank  when  aj){)roached  by  the  wliole- 
souled  and  honorable;  distant  and  reticent  witli 
j  tJie  arllul  and  cold-iiearLeil.  I'atietil  in  details, 
diligent  and  methodical  ia  woiK,  without  vain 
boasting  and  showy  demonstration,  he  accom- 
plishes more  than  he  promises.  His  einciency  is 
seen  when  results  are  reaciied.  Deliberate,  care- 
fid  and  conscientious,  his  conclusions  can  be  de- 
j  pended  u]>on.  He  unites  m  an  unusual  degree 
1  an  excellent  memory  and  sound  judgment. 
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While  a  good  conversationist,  showing,  when 
once  engaged,  a  mind  laden  with  valuable  knowl- 
edge, as  a  public  speaker  he  is  not  of  the  off-hand, 
flippant  kind.  He  speaks  only  when  he  has  some- 
thing to  say.  His  well-studied  lectures  abound  in 
brilliant  thought,  terse  expression  and  pointed 
logic.  Says  one  "they  are  solid  gold."  His  mind 
is  given  to  philo.sophy,  but  his  action  is  exceed- 
ingly practical.  His  literary  style  is  didactic,  and 
his  utterance  direct  and  without  attempt  at  orator- 
ical display.  As  a  scholar  he  is  accurate  and 
sound,  but  never  pedantic.  He  hates  nothing 
more  than  sham  and  affectation. 

In  religious  faith  iie  is  a  Congregationalist,  hav- 
ing for  forty  years  been  a  member  of  that  Church. 
But  no  man  is  moie  liberal  and  charitable. 
He  has  intimate  friends  among  all  creeds.  He 
holds  that  home  is  the  most  sacred  place  on  earth, 
and  that  the  purest  worship  and  noblest  duty  is  to 
be  done  there,  not  "to  be  seen  of  men."  He  has 
been  an  active  Sabbath  School  worker,  holding  for 
many  years  the  office  of  Superintendent  and  Bible 
Class  Teacher.  He  was  licensed  as  a  preacher,  by 
vote  of  the  Susquehanna  Congregational  Associa- 
tion, and  was  made  Moderator  of  its  meetings. 
He  has  often  been  delegate  to  Congregational  State 
Associations  and  other  religious  bodies.  He  is  a 
Life  IMember  of  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society  and  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  IMissions.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a  Whig;  then  a  Republican  in  the  days  of 
Lincoln,  (Jrant  and  (jarfield.  But  he  has  little 
confidence  in  the  politics  of  j)artisan  office-seekers 
of  any  name.  He  prefers  country  to  parly,  and 
votes  by  his  convictions  of  duty.  He  is  a  friend  of 
all  good  causes,  and  does  what  he  can  to  promote 
them,  be  they  social,  moral,  benevolent,  literary, 
patriotic  or  religious. 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION. 

In  the  article  on  "Education  in  Albany  County, " 
the  state  of  schools  and  of  learning,  as  there  given, 
includes  the  City  of  Albany.  It  is  made  evident 
that  very  little  attention  was  given  to  these  matters 
by  the  public,  and  that  only  the  rich  enjoyed  the 
benefits  of  such  teaching  as  there  w  as.  And  it  mav 
be  added,  that,  for  many  years  after  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  the  rich  even  gave  more  attention  tn 
making  and  lio.irdin;.!  \\calth  tiian  to  any  learning, 
except  what  could  Ik;  turned  into  good  business 
account,  and  that  the  ])Oor  had  no  time  or  money 
to  give  to  the  education  of  their  children. 

Judge  Campbell  tells  us  that  Rev.  Mr.  Dunlop 
had  a  school  in  Cherry  Valley  from  1744  to  the 
Revolution,  which  was  attended  by  boys  from  W- 
bany.  He  took  ihctn  under  his  paternal  care  in 
his  own  house,  and  it  is  sud  tliey  olten  killuu  (  d  : 
him  as  he  cultivated  his  fields,  and  recited  their 
lessons  as  he  plowed,  planted,  hoed,  and  gathered 
his  crops.  The  Judge  calls  tins  the  first  Gram- 
mar School  in  the  Stale  west  of  Albany. 

Elkanah  Watson,  who  came  to  Albany  in  17S8, 
observes  in  his  "Reminiscences"  that  the  schools 
were  taught  mostly  in  the  English  language.  I 


As  early  as  1796,  a  movement  was  made  by  the 
Common  Council  of  Albany  in  relation  to  tree 
schools.  During  this  year,  an  ordinance  was  passed 
authorizing  their  estal)lishment:  but  beyond  this 
passage  of  the  law,  nothing  practical  was  done  for 
a  long  time  afterwards. 

It  is  recorded  in  the  Gnzci'c,  November  26,  1804, 
that  in  a  school  building  erected  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  benevolent  for  the  benefit  of  helpless 
and  neglected  female  children,  were  gathered  a 
school  of  twenu-three  such  children,  under  the 
care  of  a  discreet  governess,  who  were  daily  in- 
structed in  reading,  writing,  and  plain  work,  and 
in  the  strict  observance  of  every  Christian  and  moral 
duty. 

In  Munsell's  Annals,  we  read,  under  date  of 
August,  1810  :  "As  yet  it  is  believed  there  were  no 
public  schools  in  this  city.  The  corporation  had 
under  consideration  the  project  of  establishing  a 
free  school  on  the  plan  of  Joseph  Lancaster." 
Twelve  years  later,  fifty  schools  of  all  grades,  both 
public  and  private,  are  reported,  including  a  Lan- 
caster School,  a  Mechanics'  Academy,  the  Boys' 
Academy  and  the  I'^emale  Academy. 

In  i8i3,we  find  the  schools  and  teachers  follow- 
ing as  having  a  local  habitation  and  a  name  : 
Widow  Catherine  Goheen,  i  Liberty;  Widow  Es- 
ther Bedford,  119  Washington;  Catherine  Peck, 
39  Hudson;  Widow  MarUia  Wilson,  39  Sleuben; 
Miss  Brenton,  118  Stale;  Catherine  B.  Thompson. 
Young  Ladies'  School,  38  Colonic;  Sarah  Mc- 
George,  Young  Ladies'  Seminary,  66  Market;  j\Irs. 
Smith,  School,  13  Washington;  John  Nugent, 
Young  Lailies  Seminary,  81  Pearl;  and  the  fol- 
lowing male  teachers:  I'homas  D.  Huggins,  43 
and  45  Pearl;  John  Keys,  57  Church;  joshua 
Tinker,  16  Deer;  George  Upfold,  8  Van  Tromp; 
William  Andruss,  19  Pearl;  Robert  O.  K.  Iknnet, 
67  Pearl;  James  W.  Blacket,  70  Hudson;  john 
Brainard,  35  Chapel;  Joscjih  Caldwell,  25  Steuben; 
Thomas  Ennis,  48  Beaver.  History  doesn't  tell 
us  what  they  taught,  or  how  they  taught,  or  what 
they  were  paid.  We  have  only  their  names,  but 
these  indicate  that  there  was  a  demand  for  "  school- 
ing, "which  was  soon  outspoken  in  the  All;any 
Academ}',  the  Female  Academy,  the  Lancaster 
School,  and  other  noted  schools,  some  of  which 
are  having  a  green  old  age  amongst  us  to-day.  IJut 
the  time  foi  ta\-supi)orind  pul'lic  schools  had  I'ct 
come  to  Allianv  in  1813. 

LANCASTER  SCHOOL. 

The  nearest  approach  to  a  free  school  was  made 
in  1812,  ■vhen  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  incor- 
porating the  Albany  Lancasterian  School  Society. 
The  trustees  of  this  school  were  comp'^^sed  of  thii- 
tcen  citiiceiu^  amtaii;  whom  was  2da\>.)r  I'Inlij)  S. 
Van  Rensselaer,  who  was  President  of  the  Board. 
The  members  of  the  Common  Council  were  also 
members  of  this  society,  <.'.v  ojjicio.  Any  person 
contributing  $25  to  its  benefit  was  entitled  to  the 
tuition  of  t)ne  child.  Its  first  and  onh'  ])riiicipai 
was  William  \.  Tweed  Dale,  a  Scotchman  and  a  dis- 
ciple of  Joseph  Lancaster,  England.    Charles  R. 
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Webster  was  one  uf  Liie  leaders  in  founding  the 
jschool.  I'he  school  ^vas  first  yituated  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  building  of  the  INIechanics'  Society  on 
the  corner  of  Chapel  and  Columbia  streets.  In 
J 8 1-5  ihe  site  now  occupied  by  tlic  Medical  College 
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Lancaster  School. 

was  purchased,  and  a  school-Iiouse  was  erected 
thereon  at  a  cost  of  $24,000,  and  opened  April  5, 
1817.  Jt  was  capable  ol  accommodating  500 
pupils. 

Tlie  income  for  the  support  of  tiie  school  was 
derived  from  various  sources,  'i'lic  Corporation 
made  an  allowance  of  $500  a  year  from  the  receipts 
of  the  I'lxcise  Board.  About  the  same  amount  was 
apjjropriated  from  the  scliool  fund,  and  the  tribute 
received  from  scholars  amounted  to  $400,  aver- 
aging $1  a  {)iece  yearly.  All  the  expenses  of  the 
school  were  paid  out  of  this  sum. 

'J'he  Lancaster  School  was  continued  until 
Marcli  28,  1836,  \\hen  it  was  closed  by  order  of 
the  Common  Council.  At  this  time  the  number 
of  scholars  in  this  school  had  greatly  decreased, 
and  it  was  found  that  tiiey  might  be  accommodated 
more  cheaply  in  the  common  schools. 

During  the  twenty-!bur  years  of  the  existence  of 
the  Lancaster  School,  it  was  stated  that  10,000 
boys  had  been  educned  ai  thai  iostitmi  -n.  In 
Albany  it  pa\'ed  'he  w  lorilie  pn  si.  nt  frre-s(  In  joI 
system.  I\Ir.  Dale,  who  so  long  and  acceptably 
held  the  position  of  preceptor,  was  a  graduate  of 
Edinburgh  University,  a  man  oi  strong  will,  great 
patience  and  persistence.  His  perfect  control  of 
400  boys  and  girls  gave  evidence  of  his  wonderful 
tact  and  knowledge  of  child-life.  Mr.  Dale  died 
in  1856. 

The  Lancaslcrian  .syslcm  proposed  the  education 
of  the  masses  of  Uie  chili ireu  by  means  ot  few 
teachers  and  self-help.  It  made  excellent  readers 
and  spellers,  and  ingrained  ihe  first  principles  and 
formulas  of  arithmetic  so  thorougldy  that  they 
were  never  forgotten.  When  the  Lancaster  School 
was  discontinued,  the  school  building  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  medical  faculty,  and  has  since, 


with  some  alteiations,  been  used  as  tiie  Albany 
Medical  College. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

From  1830  to  1866,  we  can  say  little  in  com- 
mendation of  the  system  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
Albany.  The  importance  of  the  subject  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  considered  by  the  citizens.  They 
kept  pace  neither  with  tiie  grcnvth  of  the  city  nor 
the  dem  inds  of  the  times. 

The  first  important  ste()  toward  the  Free  School 
system  in  Albany  occurred  April  17,  1830,  when 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  was  passctl,  providing 
that  a  ]}oard  of  School  Commissioners  and  a  Board 
of  School  Inspectors  should  be  elected  annually 
by  the  people — one  Commissioner  and  one  In- 
spector from  each  ward.  Wy  this  act  the  city  was 
divided  into  nine  tlistricts  for  common  schools. 
The  Commissioners  had  power  to  a])point  three 
trustees  for  each  school  district.  They  appor- 
tioned the  money  received  from  the  State,  to  which 
each  district  was  entitled,  on  the  basis  of  the  num- 
ber of  scholars  of  school  age,  and  they  fixed  the 
rate  of  tuition  so  as  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  a 
quarter  for  each  scholar.  Under  this  law  the  Su- 
pervisors were  directed  to  cause  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  raised  to  be  paid  to  the  Chamberlain  for  the 
support  of  the  Common  Schools  in  the  City  of  Al- 
bany. The  schools  east  of  Perry  street  were  to  be 
kept  nine  months  of  the  year,  and  those  west  of 
Perry  street  four  months,  in  order  to  receive  this  ap- 
portionment t)f  the  public  money.  The  Inspectors 
examined  teaclicrs  and  gave  them  certificates  of 
qualification.  The  several  Boards  of  Trustees  at 
this  date  were  compelled  to  supply  the  want  of 
proper  rooms  or  buildings  for  school  purposes,  for 
which  no  provision  had  been  made  by  the  city  au- 
thorities. I'he  school  in  the  first  district  was  kept 
in  a  building  which  had  lormcrly  been  a  strble. 
In  the  Ninth  District,  tiie  cellar  of  the  old  Univer- 
salist  Church  on  Herkimer  street  was  used;  but 
this  school  was  soon  removed  to  the  basement  of  a 
church  in  Westerlo  street.  District  No.  8  was 
held  in  the  lecture  -room  ol  St.  Peter's  Cliurch  for 
some  years.  Another  school  occupied  the  upper 
part  of  the  engine-house  wliich  stood  back  of 
where  Martin  Hall  now  suin  b,  .;>n  William  street, 
while  the  reiu;iinli]g  scho')!.--  occupied  quarters 
equallv  unsui.'.ible  and  incorniriodioiis. 

Sucii  was  the  character  ol  the  public  school 
buildings  until  1S32,  when  the  first  building  for 
school  purposes,  with  the  exception  ol  the  Lan- 
caster School,  wi.s  erected  b}'  the  Trustees  of  Dis- 
trict No.  at  a  cost  of  $22,000.  It  was  three- 
stories  higii,  and  contained  lour  large  rooms  for 
school  ])ur:)oses,  Iwm  largo  halls,  and  a  ri-i.-im  occu- 
pied l>y  an  eng.nu'  conij>anv.  it  was  located  at 
218  State  street.  It  \\ac5  sold  in  1S84,  when  the 
present  school  building,  29  Chestnut  street,  known 
as  No.  2,  was  erected,  at  a  tost  of  $27,650. 

In  September,  1833,  a  petition,  signed  hv  man\ 
citizens,  was  sent  to  the  Common  Conned,  asking 
them  to  abolish  the  Lancaster  Scliool,  and  to 
erect  new  buildings  in  the  several  districts.  At 
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this  time  there  were  6,277  children  in  the  city  of 
school  age,  of  which  number.  3,578  had  been 
taught  by  thirty-four  teachers. 

A  new  impulse  was  given  to  the  cause  of  public 
education  in  1S38  by  the  erection  of  eight  new 
school  buildings.  The  unwise  and  narrow  policy 
of  exacting  school  rates  still  prevailed  throughout 
the  State,  and  proved  a  serious  impedimenl  to  the 
advance  of  general  education.  'J'he  children  of 
those  who  were  too  poor  to  pay  tuition  were  called 
charily  scholars,  and  this  degrading  distinction 
prevented  many  from  attending  the  schools.  The 
right  of  free  education  was  not  recognized  till 
1862,  when  the  odious  system  of  school  rates, 
through  the  influence  of  Victor  IM.  Rice,  was  abol- 
ished. 

The  location  and  character  of  the  school  build- 
ings erected  in  1838  were  as  follows:  School  No. 
I,  310  South  Pearl,  three-stories,  cost  $13,000, 
312  seats;  School  No.  3,  7  Van  Tromp  street, 
three-stories,  cost  $13,000,  200  seats,  sold  in  1882; 
School  No  4,  55  Union  street,  three-stories,  cost 
$1  r,ooo,  206  seats,  sold  in  1882;  School  No.  5, 
172  North  Pearl  street,  three-stories,  cost  $13,000, 
296  seats,  sold  in  1882,  when  a  new  building,  sub- 
sequently referred  to,  was  erected  on  the  same 
street,  now  known  as  No,  5;  School  No.  7,  56 
Canal  street,  three-stories,  cost  $11,000,  300  seats; 
School  No.  8,  157  Madison  avenue,  three-stories, 
cost  $17,000,  338  seats;  rebuilt  in  1880,  with  eight 
rooms,  4,^8  seats,  cost  $25,000;  School  No.  9, 
corner  South  Ferry  and  Dallius  streets,  three-sto- 
ries, cost  $12,000,  210  seats;  School  No.  10,  182 
Washington  avenue,  three-stories,  312  seats;  School 
No.  18,  formerly  No.  6  Madison  avenue,  corner 
of  Western  avenue,  originally  one-story,  cost 
$7,000;  another  added  in  1870.  The  change  in 
the  number  of  this  school  was  caused  by  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  by  the  Legislature  deliuing  the  city 
limits  for  school  purposes  to  be  east  of  Perry 
street.  This  .school  then  passed  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Board  of  Education  and  came  under 
the  control  of  the  Trustees  west  of  Perry  street, 
when  the  school  on  Second  street  (Arbor  Hill),  in 
1849,  *-'^c>^^  number  which  originally  bchmged 
to  No.  1 8. 

In  1838,  $119,000  were  expended  on  school 
buildings,  while,  with  the  school  building  erected 
in  1832,  accommodation  was  furnished  lo  2,783 
pupils.  But  at  this  time  there  were  at  least  7,000 
children  of  school  age  in  the  city,  a  greater  pari  of 
whom  attended  private  or  select  schools.  The 
Public  Schools  remained  in  the  same  condition  in 
regard  to  capacity  from  1838  to  1S49,  when  the 
school  105  .Second  avenue,  now  known  as  No.  6, 
was  erected. 

In  1844,  a  law  was  passed  creatiiig  the  B'irud  of 
Education.  Their  powers  were  n\ore  re-.tricted, 
but  otherwise  similar  to  tlmse  now  performed  by 
the  Board  of  Public  Instruction.  The  members 
of  this  Board  were  elected  In  the  people,  and  was 
something  of  an  improvement  upon  the  old  system 
of  Commissioners  and  Tru^leos. 

In  1854,  School  No.  24,  formerly  No.  11,  417 
Madison  avenue,  was  erected.    It  was  enlarged  in 


1868,  and,  on  com'pletion  of  the  Grammar  School 
adjoining,  the  number  was  changed,  the  Grammar 
School  taking  the  old  number,  and  No.  24  given 
to  the  old  building.  It  has  576  seats.  In  1856, 
School  No.  I  2,  corner  of  Washington  avenue  and 
Robin  street,  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $50,000, 
786  seats.  At  this  time,  when  there  were  but  thir- 
teen Public  Schools,  there  were  seventy  private 
schools,  besides  the  academies.  During  the  school 
year  ending  May  i,  1856,  6,813  pupils  were  regis- 
tered as  attending  the  Public  Schools,  about  double 
the  number  for  which  there  were  proper  accommo- 
dations; 5,292  attended  private  or  select  schools, 
and  602  attended  incorporated  schools. 

In  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  1857, 
it  was  declared  that  the  capacity  of  the  Public 
Schools  was  inadequate,  and  in  the  following  few 
years  a  great  deal  was  done  in  the  way  of  building. 
School  No.  16,  known  as  201  Hudson  avenue,  the 
Wilberforce  School  for  colored  children,  was  opened 
with  acommodation  for  143  pupils.  In  1874,  it 
ceased  to  exist  as  a  distinct  colored  school,  the 
colored  children  being  received  in  all  the  schools. 
It  was  sold  in  1883.  The  several  school  buildings 
erected  in  1832  and  1838,  from  No,  i  to  10  in- 
clusive, except  No.  6,  were  overhauled  by  putting 
on  another  story  or  adding  buildings  for  recit.ition- 
rooms,  in  the  years  1856  -58. 

In  1858,  the  Common  Council  purchased  the  old 
State  Arsenal,  corner  of  Broadway  and  Lawrence 
street,  for  $10,800,  erected  in  1799,  and  remodeled 
it  into  a  building  suitable  for  school  purposes  for 
594  pupils,  at  a  cost  of  $73,000.  It  is  known  as 
School  No.  13. 

School  No.  14,  70  Trinity  place,  at  a  cost  of 
$41,000,  was  built  in  i860,  being  three-stories 
high,  and  now  capable  of  accommodating  928 
pupils.  It  was  not  opened  until  1861,  and  was 
the  last  school  building  erected  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  old  Board  of  Education.  In  1861, 
there  were  154  schools  with  a  registered  attendance 
of  8,395  pupils,  almost  double  the  real  seating 
capacity  of  the  schools.  Ninety-three  teachers  were 
employed. 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  in  1866,  the  Board 
of  Education  became  known  as  the  Board  of  Public 
Instruction.  When  the  wiw  Board  took  posses- 
sion of  the  C  icy  Schools  under  iIk;  new  Act  of 
1866,  the  number  of  scliools  or  capacity  had  in- 
creased from  1 861,  lull  the  number  of  teachers 
had  increased  to  100.  The  estimated  value  of 
school  property  was  estimated  at  $187,000,  and 
the  annual  expense  of  maintaining  the  schools  was 
about  $69,000.  At  this  time  (1866)  there  were 
two  academies  in  the  city,  71  parochial  and  other 
incorporated  schools. 

The  establishment  or   thi>   1  fi;rh    School,  the 
I  natural  outgrowth  of  thf  jmhlic  school  system,  haii 
I  a  corresponding  beneficial  etiect  upon  the  common 
I  schools,  anil  from  186S,  it  can  be  truly  said  the 
I'ublic  Schools  of  Albany  began  a  rapid  growtti, 
and  soon  became  adecjuate  to  the  educational  in- 
terests of  the  citv,   A  night  school  was  tirst  opcncii 
i  December  2,  1S67,  in  School  No,  6  (.-\rbor  iliU). 
i  and  has  been  continued  in  other  schools  with  vary> 
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ing  success  at  different  times.  At  present  the  city 
does  not  support  a  night  school. 

School  No.  15,  corner  of  Herkimer  and  l-'rank- 
lin  streets,  was  erected  in  1871,  at  a  cost  of 
$92,000.  It  was  the  lirst  school-house  of  modern 
construction  built  on  the  "single  school  plan.'' 
Here  nineteen  teachers  are  employed,  with  room 
for  928  scholars. 

School,  formerly  known  as  No.  19,  located  at 
West  Albany,  came  within  the  jurisdiction  in  1870. 
It  accommodated  130  pupils.  It  was  abandoned 
in  1876,  and  in  1877  the  School,  54  Canal  street 
(No.  19)  was  erected,  to  take  its  place,  at  a  cost  of 
$5, coo,  and  consists  of  four  rooms,  with  seating 
capacity  for  225  scholars. 

Old  School  No.  17,  corner  of  Second  avenue 
and  Steuben  street,  was  erected  in  1856,  and  was 
built  by  the  town  of  Bethlehem.  It  came  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Board  by  enlargement  ot  the  city 
bounds  in  1870.  In  1878  it  was  enlarged  byre- 
building,  and  now  accommodates  44 8  scholars. 

The  School,  formerly  in  Tivoli  Hollow,  known 
as  No.  21,  was  erected  by  the  town  of  Water- 
vliet.  It  was  a  small  afiair,  and  came  within 
the  city  limits  in  1870.  It  was  abandoned  in 
1875,  when  School  No.  21,  658  Clinton  avenue, 
was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $3 1,000,  to  take  its  place. 
It  has  nine  rooms  and  accommodates  7^14  scholars. 

School  No.  20,  formerly  on  Mohawk  street,  was 
erected  in  1872.  It  was  sold  in  18S0,  when  the 
present  building,  corner  North  Pearl  and  Second 
streets,  was  erected  in  its  stead,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$22,000.  It  is  two-stories  brick,  nine  rooms,  and 
accommodates  666  pupils. 

School  No.  23,  140  Second  avenue,  was  pur- 
chased from  the  Trustees  of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian 
Church  in  1871,  and  was  known  as  Second  Street 
Mission.  It  was  opened  in  1872,  is  one  story, 
with  scats  for  184  pupils. 

School  No.  22,  Second  street,  west  of  Lexington 
avenue,  was  erected  in  1877  at  a  cost  of  $31,000. 
It  is  two  stories,  with  seats  for  504  pupils. 

School  No,  25,  on  Morton  stn;et,  between  Hawk 
and  Swan  streets,  was  erected  in  1878.  It  is  two 
stories,  brick,  eight  rooms  and  contains  448 
seats. 

School  No.  II  (referred  lo  in  comicction  \\  iih 
School  No.  24^,  409  Madison  avenue,  was  creeled 
at  a  cost  of  $56,250,  in  1873,  and  was  first  u.^cd 
June  4th  of  that  yc.ir.  It  is  Uirce  stories,  and  scats 
560  pupils. 

In  1882,  school  buildings  Nos.  3  and  5  v.ere  sold, 
when  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  Nordi  Pearl 
street,  was  purchased  and  converted  into  a  school 
building  in  1SS3,  known  as  No.  5,  206  Nuiih 
Pearl  street,  at  a  cost  of  about  $35,000.  It  con- 
tains accommodation  f^r  -i)8  piipils 

The  twenty-four  schools  (1^85)  have  a  !-<  aiing 
capacity  for  12,391  pupils,  the  net  registration 
13,720,  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of  9,740. 
There  are  234  teachers  cmpK.yed,  excluding  the 
High  School,  compared  with  59  in  [857,  and  100 
in  1867.  At  the  lutcr  date  the  average  was  about 
88  registered  scholars  per  teacher.  At  prcsi^nt  it 
is  about  58. 

88 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  new  Board  of  Public  Instruction  was  con- 
fronted with  grave  educational  problems  to  solve. 
The  inadeciuacy  of  the  schools  was  clearly  manifest, 
yet  the  opposition  of  the  public  to  enlarge  the 
school  flicilities  by  the  expenditure  of  any  large 
money,  at  a  period  of  fmancial  uncertainty  con- 
sequent upon  the  close  of  the  war,  and  already 
suffering  under  heavy  taxation,  was  particularly 
strong. 

The  want  of  a  higher  department  where  more 
advanced  studies  could  be  pursued  by  the  grad- 
uates of  the  common  schools  was  almost  a  neces- 
sity. The  more  liberal  of  the  cidzens  favored  the 
idea  of  building  a  Free  Academy  to  meet  this 
want.  A  majority  of  the  B(jard  were  also  in  favor 
of  the  project,  and  fJecember  17,  1S66,  submitted 
a  draft  of  a  bill  to  the  Legislature  to  establisli  a 
Free  Academy.  It  met  the  opposition  not  only  of 
a  large  body  of  citizens,  but  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. The  latter  body  went  so  far  as  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Legislature  not  to  pass  the  bill 
proposed.  The  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  thus 
far,  had  labored  under  the  impression  that  it  re- 
quired the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  the  institution;  but  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  law  of  1S06,  under  which  the  Board  was 
organized,  revealed  the  fact  that  the  Board  was 
clothed  with  ample  authority  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  an  Academy,  and  that  further  legislation  was 
unnecessary.  Accordingly  the  Jioard  leased  Van 
Vechten  Hall  on  State  street.  Here  the  Normal 
School  was  held  until  184-,  when  the  Lady's  street 
building  was  erected.  A  select  school  had  been 
held  in  it  for  a  number  of  years.  The  Free  Acad- 
emy as  it  was  then  called,  was  opened  September 
1868,  with  Professor  John  E.  Bradley  as  principal, 
and  141  pupils.  Besides  the  principal,  the  follow- 
ing teachers  were  emitloyed:  Charles  W.  Cole, 
Samuel  B.  Howe,  Mary  INIorgan  and  Rebecca  I. 
Hindman.  A  short  time  after,  ;\Ir.  Howe  re- 
signed, to  accept  the  Supcrintendency  of  Public 
Schools  in  Schenectady,  and  Charles  A.  Horne  was 
chosen  in  his  place.  Soon  the  capacity  of  Van 
Vechten  Hall  proved  too  small,  and  other  rooms 
connected  with  the  premises  were  prc>cured.  The 
r<-)onis  over  Harris'  livery  stables,  fronting  on 
IMdidcn  lar.o,  were  fitted  up  in  1S70;  those  in  the 
sei'ond  story,  formerly  pirl  of  Watsons  carpet  store, 
were  hired  m  1 8"3. 

The  success  and  ra[)!d  growth  of  the  Free  Acad- 
em\',  in  attendance  and  pn^hciency  of  instruction, 
even  under  the  disadvantages  of  inadequate  quar- 
ters, proved  the  best  aigument  for  the  existence  of 
such  an  institution. 
!      Tlie  Free  .■\cadem\'  wps  placed  tin  li"'  the  visit;\- 
tion  of  the  Regents  of  liu-  i.'niversitv  by  an  .Act 
of  the  Legislature,  in  1873,  at  wnich  time  its  name 
was  changed  to  th.e  Albany  High  School.    Of  the 
nionc}'  appropriated  by  the  Regents  according  to 
number  ol  Academic  Srhoiars — that  is  those  hold- 
ing Regents'  preliminarv  ceriificraes — sjnce  January, 
I   1874,  to  January  1SS5,  $20,568.48  have  been  re- 
I  ceivcd  by  the  institution.    In  1874  there  were  130 
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Academic  Scholars  in  the  High  School,  and  in 
1885,  527. 

The  High  School  was  held  in  Van  Vechten  Hall 
until  1876,  when  the  present  commodious  struc- 
ture was  erected.  It  is  in  the  style  of  architecture 
known  as  the  domestic  Gothic,  and  stands  87  feet 
front  on  Eagle  street,  1 35  feet  4  inches  on  Steuben, 
120  feet  on  Columbia,  and  92  feet  and  7  inches 
wide  on  the  rear.  It  comprises  sub-cellar,  base- 
ment and  three  stories  above  the  basement.  The 


superstructure  is  of  Philadelphia  pressed  bricks, 
with  light  stone  trimmings,  interspersed  with 
courses  of  black  stone  and  white  bricks,  pre- 
senting an  outward  appearance  singularly  attract- 
ive and  pleasing  to  the  eye.  fortunate  in  its 
location,  beautiful  in  appearance,  and  complete 
in  all  its  appointments,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
perfect  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  It  was  designed 
by  the  Albany  Architects,  Ogden  &  Wright,  and 
cost  about  $140,000,    The  High  School  is  still 


ALBANY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


under  the  direction  of  John  IC.  Bradley,  its  princi- 
pal, a  discreet  manager  and  an  able  instructor. 
He  is  assisted  by  eight  male  instructors  and 
twelve  female  teachers.  In  1885,  there  were 
608  scholars.  The  language  studies  pursued 
consist  of  Latin,  Greek,  German,  French  and 
English.  The  other  branches  are  mathematics, 
chemistry,  physics,  drawing,  vocal  music,  rhetoric 
and  elocution,  and  the  various  English  branches. 

John  Edwin  Bradley,  Principal  of  Albany  High 
School,  was  born  in  Lee,  Mass.,  August  8,  1839. 
He  was  educated  in  Lrc,  Mass.,  High  School,  and 
Williams  Col!eL:(.,  from  which  institution  he  grad- 
uated in  1865.  After  leaving  college  he  was  Prin- 
cipal of  the  i'ittslield  High  School  until  1868,  when 
he  came  in  charge  of  the  Albany  Free  Academy.  'J'he 
remarkable  success  of  tliis  school  has  been  in  great 
measure  due  to  his  excellent  management  iMr. 
Bradley  received  the  degree  of  Ph.D.  at  the  Con- 
vocation of  Regenls  in  1879.  1S78  he  was 
appointed  Commissioner  to  the  Paris  Exposition 
on  the  educations!  .-  Khibils,  uij.ju  which  made 
an  able  report.  Dr.  Bradley  has  been  very  prom- 
inent in  all  public  educational  niterests  of  the  city. 
He  married,  in  1870,  Martlia  Jcannette  Gould, 
eldest  daughter  of  William  Gould,  the  law  book 
publisher.  His  energy,  executive  abilitv,  and 
magnetism  have  made  him  a  teacher  widely  known 
^nd  respected. 


Finances.- — The  average  yearly  expense  for  pub- 
lic schools  in  Albany  from  1S44  to  1853  was  over 
$14,000;  in  1854,  $27,000;  in  1857,  $47,000; 
1858,  $61,000;  i860,  $49,000;  1867,  $69,000; 
1872,  $196,000;  1875,  $319,000.  The  total  in- 
come of  the  Board  for  the  year  ending  August  31, 
1885,  was  $314,954,  of  which  $170, 750  was  raised 
by  tax,  $91,49408  was  carried  over  from  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  $47,394.76  was  received  from  the 
State.  The  total  expenditures  were  $219,923.37, 
of  which  $149,225.69  was  for  teachers'  salaries. 
The  cost  of  yearly  tuition  per  pupil,  based  on  lotal 
expenditure  and  registered  number,  is  $16.02. 

The  estunateJ  \  alue  of  school  property  in  i.'-isS 
was  $117,000:    in    1S71,  $362,000;    in  18S5, 
$766,000.    The  salaiies  of  teachers  range  hom 
$1,800  to  $350    The  Princijial  of  the  liighScho(.)l 
receives  $3,200;    the   Superintendent  of  School, 
$2,  500.    'i'iie  net  cost  of  pupils  in  the  High  School, 
based  on  registered  number  for  1SS5,  was  $33.52. 
I      The  Public  Schools  are  divided  into  primary  ami 
I  grammar  grades,  ten  being  of  the  primary  and 
I  twelve  ol  tiic  grammar  grade.    '1  iic  lM.>arci  ot  Pub- 
lic Instructioa  is  composed  of  twelve  members. 
Four  members  go  out  of  office  each  year.  Their 
successors  are  chosen  at  the  annual  election — two 
[  Democrats  and  two  Pepublicans.    The  Board  has 
I  entire  ciiarge  of  the  Public  Schools,  fixes  the  grades 
'  of  study,  appoints  teachers,  builds,  maintains  and 
'  regulates  school-houses,  etc.    No  salary  is  attached 
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to  the  office.  The  rooms  of  the  Board  are  in  the 
High  School  Building,  where  meetings  are  iield  on 
the  first  and  third  Monday  evenings  in  each  month, 
except  August.  The  Board  chooses  its  own  Presi- 
dent. Tlie  Secretary  of  the  Board  acts  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools. 

Table  showing  number  of  schools  and  registered 
number  of  scholars  for  the  following  years. 

No.  Registered 

Year.  Schools.  Number. 

1845   4,320 

1846   5,025 

1847   5.053 

1848   5,009 

1849   5,830 

1850   6,798 

1851   6,744 

1852   6,679 

1853   6,302 

1854   6,079 

1855   6,036 

1856   6,813 

1857   12  6,529 

1858   13  7,760 

J859   13  7.S32 

i860.   14  8,395 

1861   15  9,182 

1862   15  9,614 

1863   15  9,507 

1864   15  8,917 

1865   15  8,850 

1866   15  8,924 

1867   15  8,880 

1868   15  9,454 

1869   16  9,665 

1870   16  9,933 

1871   22  10,939 

1872   24  12,060 

1873   24  12,327 

1874   25  12,460 

1875   25  13,773 

1876   24  13,941 

1877   24  14,412 

1878   25  14,024 

1879   26  14,632 

18S0   26  14,049 

1S81   26  13,976 

1882   26  13,984 

1883   26  13,914 

1884   24  13,708 

1885   24  13,720 

Table  showing  the  registered  number  of  students 
in  High  School  since  its  establishment. 

Year.  Total. 

186S  69   141 

1869  70.  .  .  .,   209 

I&70-71   279 

1871-  72   3'4 

1872-  73   328 

1873-  74   362 


Year.  Total. 

1574-  75  429 

1575-  76  494 

1876-77   532 

1877  78  ,   580 

1878  79   581 

1879-^0   595 

i8Sa-8i  5S3 

1881-  82   584 

1882-  83   591 

1883-  S4   607 

1884-  85  60S  ■ 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction 
since  its  organization  in  1866:  John  O.  Cole, 
George  W.  Carpenter,  Michael  Delehanty,  Charles 
P.  Easton,  Paul  F.  Cooper,  John  G.  Treadwell, 
Charles  Van  Bcnthuysen,  Stewart  INIcKissick,  James 
L.  Babcock,  Bradford  R.  Wood,  Jacob  S.  Mosher, 
William  C.  McHarg,  Howard  Townsend,  Portis  L. 
F.  Reynolds,  Joseph  Lewi,  Robert  H.  Waterman, 
Warren  S.  Kelly,  William  L.  Learned,  Barent  B. 
Sanders,  Daniel  V.  O'Leary,  William  L.  Learned, 
John  Tracy,  Daniel  L.  Babcock,  Arthur  C.  Quinn, 
Alfred  Edwards,  Thomas  Hayes,  Addison  A.  Keyes, 
John  McKenna,  Charles  Senrick,  George  B.  Hoyt, 
James  J.  F^ranklin,  James  H.  White,  John  V.  Lan- 
sing, Samuel  Tcmpleton,  Joseph  P.  Morrow,  John 
Kautz,  Peter  J.  Flinn,  Isaac  F'.dwards,  Timothy  D. 
Keleher,  James  Morris,  William  IMorgan,  Daniel 
Casey,  Henry  P.  Liprnan,  Charles  A.  Robertson, 
John  H.  Lynch,  John  A.  McCall,  Jr.,  Linzee  T. 
Morrill,  Andrew  S.  Draper,  Douw  H.  Fonda,  Her- 
man Bendell,  Alden  Clicster,  Charles  I'-.  Jones, 
James  M.  Ruso,  Henry  T.  Sanford,  Robert  D. 
Williams,  lulward  J.  Ciraham,  Oren  F^.  Wilson, 
F.dward  A.  Durant,  Jr.,  Peter  A.  Stepheiis,  F'rancis 
B.  Delehanty,  Robert  G.  Scherer,  John  Neil,  Jr., 
Edward  Phillips. 

Oflicers  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  since 
its  organization  in  1866 — 

Presidents:  John  O.  Cole,  George  W.  Carpenter, 
Charles  P.  F^aston,  Addison  A.  Keyes,  Charles  P. 
F^aston,  Herman  Bendell,  Alden  Chester,  George 
B.  Hoyt,  Peter  J.  Flinn. 

Secretaries  and  Superintendents  of  Schools: 
Henry  B.  Haswell,  John  O.  Cole,  Charles  W. 
Cole. 

Superintendents  of  Buildings:  John  G.  Tread- 
well,  AlexaTuler  Sayles,  Hugh  J.  McDonnald. 

Number  of  Graduates  i/i  the  High  School : 
1871,  27;  1872,  43;   1S73,         "'^74,  47;  1875, 

49;     1876,  1877.     58;      1S78,    69;      1879,  76; 

1880,  84;  i8^ii.  73;  1882,  79^  1883,  76;  1884, 
68;  1885,  86. 


PRINTERS  AND  PRINTING. 

'^F^HE  first  prinling-ollice  m  Albany  was  estab-  I  Chapel  si  cet.    The  fust  wo;k  of  im])ortance  done 

J[    lished  by  Alexander  and  James  Robertson,  who  by  this  firm  was  the  publication  of  the  Albany 

came  from  New  York  for  that  purpose,  in  1771.  Gazelle,  the  first  newspaper  published  in  this  city. 

From  the  best  information  that  can  be  gathered.  The  only  other  work  ol  which  we  have  any  knowd- 

Albany  was  the  .second  place  in  the  Stale  of  New  ;  edge  is  a  copy  of  the  city  ordinances,  bearing  date 

York  into  which  the  art  of  printing  was  introduced.  \    1773,                                  Chamberlain's  office. 

Their  oDice  is  said  to  have  been  in  Barrack,  now  1  They  remained  in  Albany  until  1776,  when  they 
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joined  the  Royalists  in  New  York.  On  the  evacua 
tion  of  that  city  by  the  IVitish,  they  took  refut^e, 
with  many  others,  at  Port  Roseway,  Nova  Scotia, 
where  Alexander  died  in  1784,  aged  forty-two. 
James  died  in  London  in  1802. 

In  1782,  Solomon  Balantine  and  Charles  R. 
Webster  established  a  printing-office  in  Albany. 
Their  printing  materials  consisted  of  as  many 
types,  as  Balantine  often  said,  as  a  squaw  could 
carry  in  her  bag.  In  the  Philadelphia  library 
is  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Clarke,  of  Cambridge,  in  \^'ashington  County,  en- 
titled "Plain  Reasons:  being  a  Dissuasive  from  the 
Use  of  Watts' Ver.-ion  of  the  Psalms  in  the  Worship 
of  God,"  printed  by  this  lirm  in  1783,  and,  perhaps, 
the  oldest  pamphlet  ever  issued  from  the  Albany 
press.  In  1783,  Mr.  Webster  dissolved  his  con- 
nection v.'ith  Balantine,  and  removed  to  New  York. 
Balantine  left  soon  after,  when  Webster  returned 
and  again  established  a  printing-oflice  in  Albany.  In 
1 784,  he  printed  the  first  number  of  what  came  to  be 
the  well-known  Webster  Almanac,  still  annually 
published  by  Joel  IMunsell's  Sons.  About  the  same 
time  the  New  England  Primer  was  reprinted  in  Al- 
bany. At  this  time  his  printing-office,  whicli  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1793,  stood  on  Middle  lane,  a  nar- 
row alley  connecting  State  street  and  Maiden  lane. 
A  short  time  after  he  erected  a  building  on  the  old 
lillm-tree  Corner,  where  he  conducted  his  business 
until  his  death  in  1832.  liere  bookselling,  printing, 
and  binding  was  carried  on.  For  a  number  of 
years  his  brother,  George,  was  associated  with  him. 
This  firm  was  dissolved  in  1821  by  the  death  of 
George  Webster,  when  E.  W.  and  George  Skinner 
became  associated  with  I\Ir.  Webster  under  the 
firm  name  of  Webster  &  Skinners,  which  continued 
until  Mr.  Webster's  death. 

New  York  State  has  been  for  many  years  the 
most  liberal  patron  of  the  printer.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  many  thousands  of  dollars  are  annually 
expended  by  the  State  for  its  public  printing, 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  this  work  has  been 
done  by  Albany  printers.  In  the  early  days  of 
the  State  government,  the  position  of  State  print- 
er was  not  such  a  lucrative  position  as  at  present. 
In  1791  he  was  allowed  a  salary  of  $250.  In 
1788  the  Journal  of  tlie  Assembly  was  contained 
in  143  pages;  and  in  1796  the  whole  amount  paid 
for  State  printing  was  $^32. 40,  a  suni  less  than  is 
now  expended  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  counties  of  the  State  for  county  printing. 

The  first  State  printers  after  the  Legislature  was 
removed  to  Albany  were  S.  k.  J.  Louden,  of 
New  York;  but  the  work  was  done  by  Thomas 
McMurray  in  Barrack  street,  Albany. 

In  1795  there  were  but  .seven  pruitiiig-ofiices 
west  and  north  of  Albany.  About  1793  ]*>bn 
Barbour  and  Solomon  -"jouiiiwick  lnrmed  a  part- 
nership in  the  printing  business  \\\  Albany.  I'hcy 
were  chietly  known  as  the  propirietors  of  the  Albany 
Register.  In  1795  they  printed  Poor  Richard  Re- 
vised, being  tlic  Fanner's  Diary,  or  Barbour  atid 
Soiithwick' s  Albany  Almanack.  In  1808  Barbour 
died,  aged  fifty  years.  Me  was  printer  to  the  State, 
and  a  man  iiighly  respected  for  his  moral  and 


social  worth.  The  establishment  was  continued 
by  ]Mr.  Southwick.  He  was  at  one  time  State 
printer. 

John  McDon-id  conducted  a  printing-ofiice  in 
Albany  some  t  -^c  previous'  1796.  In  the  latter 
year,  his  office  in  State  stree.,  first  house  below  the 
corner  of  Pearl,  on  the  south  side,  was  burned. 
He  commenced  business  again  in  Middle  lane, 
now  James  street. 

In  1798,  Joseph  Fry  and  Henry  C.  Southwick 
were  engaged  in.  the  printing  business  in  a  building 
on  the  corner  of  Dean  street  and  INIark  lane,  now 
flxchange  street.  In  1799,  Mr.  Fry  left  the  printing 
business,  and  is  now  chiefiy  known  as  the  com- 
piler of  the  first  Albany  Directory,  published  by 
Webster  &  Skinner  in  18 13.  Packard  &  Conant 
advertised  a  new  book  store  and  bindery  at  41 
State  street. 

In  1806,  tlie' celebrated  establishment  of  E.  it  Y.. 
Hosford  was  opened  at  72  State  street.  They  did 
a  large  printing  and  publishing  business  for  that 
day.  In  1810  they  removed  to  100  State  street. 
They  issued  a  volume  of  scrmions  by  Timothy 
Clowes,  Rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  in  1817,  en- 
titled "  December  Sermons.  "  They  became  lax  un- 
der prosperity,  and  having  met  with  heavy  losses  in 
printing  an  edition  of  Hume  and  Smollett's  History 
of  I'^ngland,  followed  by  other  reverses,  the  con- 
cern was  sold  by  the  sheriff  in  1S27. 

In  connection  with  this  article,  it  may  not  be 
out  of  place  to  state  that  as  early  as  1807,  John 
Rodgers  was  engaged  in  making  printing  presses 
in  Albany.  In  an  advertisement  which  ajjpeared 
in  a  newspaper  of  that  day,  he  states  that  he  is 
prepared  to  make  all  tlie  "  newest  fashioned  and 
most  approved  printing  presses "  at  his  shop  in 
Chapel  street.  How  long  or  to  what  extent  this 
business  was  carried  on  we  were  unable  to  learn. 
A.  Romeyn,  an  Albany  printer,  in  1808,  advertised 
that  he  had  invented  a  new  method  of  locking  uj) 
forms  with  screw.s.  He  also  made  a  model  of  a 
prmting  press  which  he  claimed  possessed  superior- 
ity over  the  presses  then  in  use. 

In  1807,  Van  Benthuysen  &  Wood  established 
a  printing-ofiice  in  Albany  in  connection  with  a 
literary'  p>aper  called  The  Guardian.  'Phis  was 
the  germ,  of  what  is  now  one  of  the  largest  printing 
establishments  in  Albany. 

In  181^.  Jesse  liuci,  printer,  commenced  the 
publication  of  the  Albany  Argus,  which  is  still  con- 
tinued. In  connection  with  this  paper  a  great 
amount  of  priming,  such  as  books,  pamphlets,  etc., 
has  long  been  done.  It  h.as  one  of  the  best  stocked 
job  offices  in  the  city. 

Moses  Pratt,  jr.,  had  a  printing-ofiice  in  Albany, 
at  162  Lion  street,  now  Washington  avenue.  He 
was  an  eccentric  character.    He  died  in  1S45. 

Pratt  Doubleday  conducted  a  printrng-cMfice 
at  tlie  corner  of  Lion  street  and  Academy  squai  e  in 
1813.  Doubleday  afterwards  went  to  Auburn  and 
was  a  P\Iember  of  Congress  Irom  tliat  district. 

In  1814,  George  J,  Loomis,  a  liook-binder.  lo- 
cated at  No.  9  Washington  street,  wtierc  he  con- 
ducted a  stereotyping  and  printing  business.  1  i'c 
following  year  the  firm  of  George  J.  Loomis  A  Co. 
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was  formed.    I'hcir  oHice  was  located  on  the  cor- 
ner of  State  and  Lodge  streels. 

For  some  years  tlie  linn  of  C  otctq  Churchill  and 
Daniel  McGiashan  was  engagi.,;  in  the  printing 
business  in  Alban-  '  it  in  1815  j\;  was  dissolved, 
and  the  firm  of  Ch  hill  &  Abbe_,  was  established 
with  an  oflice  at  95  State  street.  In  18 15,  Abbey 
retired,  and  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion  in  Canada 
enlisted  in  tlie  cause  and  was  captured  and  hung. 
Churchill  went  to  Illinois  and  was  a  Member  of 
Congress  from  that  State. 

The  oldest  printing  lirm  in  Albany  is  that  of 
Van  Benthuysen  &  .Sons.  It  has  been  chiefly  con- 
ducted by  members  of  the  same  family  since  1S07, 
when  Obadiah  R.  Van  Benthuysen  &  Wood  es- 
tablished a  printing-office  at  No.  19  Court  street. 
The  grandfither  of  Obadiah,  Paulus  Martense 
Van  Benthuysen,  is  supposed  to  have  come  to  Al- 
bany from  the  town  of  Benthuysen  prior  to  1666. 
He  had  three  sons.  The  eldest  was  Baltus.  He 
had  a  son  named  James  Parker,  who  married  Lydia 
Daley  in  the  City  of  New  York,  1707.  He  had 
nine  children.  His  eldest  son,  James  Parker,  In, 
married  Sarah  Cooper,  February  6,  1741.  'I'he 
result  of  this  marriage  was  nine  childrm,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  Obadiah  Romncy,  who 
was  born  in  1789,  and  the  one  referred  to  in  this 
sketch. 

O.  R.  Van  Benthuysen  continued  in  partnership 
with  Wood  but  a  short  tinie,  and,  in  1S08,  opened 
a  separate  office  in  Libeity  street,  rear  of  present 
376  Broadwa}.  In  18 13,  Rc>bert  Packard  became 
associated  with  him,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pack- 
ard &  Van  Bendiuysen.  At  this  time  the  aggregate 
value  of  all  printing  matcials  of  this  firm,  including 
two  hand  presses,  amounted  to  only  $2,290.86. 
Prior  to  1827-28,  tlie  office  was  located  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Beaver  and  Green  streets, 
when  it  was  removed  to  the  present  location  on 
Broadway.  In  1839  the  firm  of  Charles  Van  Ben- 
thuysen &  Co.  was  tstabli>hcd,  composed  of  O.  R. 
Van  Benthuy-en  and  his  son,  Cliarles.  In  1848, 
Charles  Van  Benthuysen  was  the  sole  member  of 
the  firm.  He  continued  as  such  until  1S66,  when 
Charles  H.  and  Frank,  sons  of  Charles  Van  Ben- 
thuysen, became  members  of  the  firm.  .Since  then 
it  has  been  known  by  the  firm  name  of  Charles  A'an 
Benthuysen  &  Sous,  although  the  father  died  a  few 
years  ago.  Besjili.s  carrying  on  a  large  prinlinir 
and  binding  Im.-incss,  this  firm  makes  its  t;wn 
paper,  type  and  ink,  and  iias  a  stereotype  and  elec- 
trotype Ibuiidiy;  ail  of  v.  hich  it  now  cariics  on, 
with  the  exception  of  the  [laper  mill,  wiiich  \\as 
sold  in  18S1.  For  about  eighteen  years  preceding 
1840,  it  did  all  the  Legislative  printing  and  binding, 
under  Crosswell,  who  was  State  printer  at  that  time. 

This  printing-house,  in  i8:'8,  whs  the  fir^t  in  the  | 
United  Siates  lu  emiiioy  stv.un  a'  run  jainiing  ! 
presses.  All  grades  of  printing,  electrotyping  and 
binding  are  done  by  this  firm,  now  employing  a 
force  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  men.  Their  pres- 
ent location  is  403  to  409  Broadway  and  53  and  55 
Dean  street,  where  fifteen  rooms,  averaging  25  .\  60 
feet,  are  required.  A  branch  ollice  is  located  at  64 
College  street. 


From  1820  to  1S50,  considerable  of  the  printing 
in  Albany  was  done  by  the  newspaper  offices,  most 
of  which  had  Job  oflices  connected  with  them. 
Henry  D.  Stone,  Edward  Henly,  H.  H.  Xan  Dyck, 
Thurlow  Weed,  George  Daw.son,  Edwin  Croswell, 
Hugii  ).  Hastings,  A.  B.  Case,  John  Weed,  all  prac- 
tical printers,  may  be  mentioned  at  this  period  as 
connected  with  printing  outside  of  journalism. 

In  1831  the  well-known  printing-office  of  Joel 
IMunsell  was  established  at  78  State  street.  An  ac- 
count of  i\Ir.  Munsell's  work  as  a  printer  and  pub- 
lisher will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  Historv. 
Since  his  death  the  business  has  been  conducted  bv 
his  sons,  Frank  and  Charles  Munscll.  At  this 
office  a  general  line  of  printing,  electrotyping,  and 
binding  is  conducted.  Special  attention  is  given 
to  works  of  genealogy,  biography  and  history. 

No  printing  firm  in  this  Slate  is  better  known 
than  Weed,  Parsons  &  Co.  It  was  founded,  in  1S43, 
by  James  B.  Weed,  a  son  of  the  late  Thurlow 
Weed,  and  John  D.  Parsons,  both  practical  print- 
ers, the  latter  of  whom  is  still  an  active  member  of 
the  firm.  Their  first  office  was  located  in  the  sec- 
ond and  third  stories  of  No.  73  State  street,  over 
the  clothing  store  of  Grange  Sard,  their  whole  out- 
fit costing  less  than  $1,000,  and  consisting  of  two 
Washington  presses,  a  Gilmore  card  press,  type, 
etc.  For  two  years  they  continued  at  this  loca- 
tion, and  by  untiring  business  energy  established  a 
lucrative  business.  May  j,  1845,  they  moved  their 
office  to  No.  75  State  street,  thu'd  story,  over  the 
store  now  occupied  by  Joseph  J.  Price  as  a  grucerv. 

October  12,  1847,  Weed  it  Porsons,  and  the  jiro- 
prietors  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journal,  then  consist- 
ing of  Thurlow  Weed,  George  Dawson  and  Visscher 
Ten  Eyck,  became  partners  in  the  book  and  job 
printing,  under  the  firm  name  of  Weed,  Parsons  it 
Co.  At  this  time  the  office  was  removed  to  the 
tliird  and  fourth  stories  of  the  [ourna/  building, 
Xos.  65  and  67  State  street,  corner  of  James.  A 
book-bindery  and  a  large  addition  in  printing  ma- 
terials were  added.  By  this  arrangement  a  raj).d  ad- 
vancement in  business  was  the  conseipicnce. 

June  18,  1 85 1,  James  B.  Weed,  of  this  firm, 
died.  He  had  not  only  a  practical  knowdedLTe  of 
the  printer's  art,  but  possessed  admirable  business 
qualities,  and  his  loss  was  a  great  blow  to  die  firm. 

Ill  1852,  the  increase  of  business  again  made  it 
neccss.iiy  ti>  move  to  more  ccimmod'r)ns  c(unni-rs. 
This  was  obtained  by  moving  to  Nos.  7  and  9  |amos 
street,  with  an  entrance  through  the  Evening  fuumal 
office.  Thi-y  also  rented  rooms  in  the  adjoining 
building  of  Van  Hcusen  it  Charles,  on  lames  street, 
the  upper  stories  of  Nos.  59  and  61  State  street, 
and  two  large  rooms  on  Morton  street.  At  this 
time  their  emi)loy(;es  numbered  about  two  lum- 
I  dred.  Their  facilities  for  printinu'  had  increa<>'d 
!  loiiiloid,  ami  htlu'giapliuig,  ctcctmiypanL;  and  ste- 
reotyping had  been  added.  From  1802-69,  va- 
rious changes  took  place  in  the  firm.  Visscher 
Ten  Eyck  retired  May  i,  1854,  his  interest  be- 
ing sold  to  \V.  F.  Seward,  son  of  Governor  W. 
IL  SewanI,  and  Phillip  Ten  I'iyck.  Seward  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  to  Dawson,  Parsons  and  I'en 
Eyck  in  1869.    Samuel  Wilkeson,  now  one  of  the 
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editorial  staff  of  the  New  York  Times,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  this  firm  1856-58,  when  he  so'd  his  share 
to  Thurlow  Weed.  The  latter,  in  1S60,  sold  half 
of  his  interest  to  Dawson,  Parsons  and  Ten  Eyck. 

In  1869,  the  amount  of  business  done  by  this 
firm  made  it  necessary  to  procure  quarters  where 
the  work  could  be  concentrated  in  one  building. 
The  dividing  up  of  various  departments  and  so 
widely  separated,  was  a  decided  disadvantage.  To 
remedy  this  matter,  ihc  property  Nos.  37,  39  and  41 
Columbia  street,  running  through  to  Van  Tromp 
street,  was  purchased,  and  a  live-story  building  was 
erected.  "J'his  was  first  occupied  November,  1869. 
Here  they  combined  under  one  roof  all  the  various 
departments.  A  more  corajnodious  and  well-ar- 
ranged printing-office  at  this  time  did  not  exist  in 
the  State.     From  300  to  400  men  were  employed. 

In  the  midst  of  success,  April  7,  1871,  the  entire 
proi)erty  was  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a  severe 
loss  to  the  firm.  But  business  adversity  displayed 
the  energy  and  perseveiance  of  the  members  of 
this  firm.  Rebuilding  was  begun  at  once,  and  in 
seven  months  from  the  fire,  their  present  building 
was  completed  and  occupied.  In  the  meantime 
the  large  building  on  the  north  end  of  Van  Rens- 
selaer Island  was  used  as  a  printing-office,  having 
been  stocked  with  all  the  needed  materials  in 
three  weeks  after  the  fire,  sufficient  to  begin  full 
operation  with  300  men.  Since  1878,  the  interest  of 
Thurlow  Weed  has  been  assigned  to  Thurlow  Weed 
Barnes.  By  the  death  of  George  Dawson  a  few 
years  ago,  his  interest  reverted  to  his  wife  and  son. 

For  many  years  this  firm  has  dome  all  the  Legis- 
lative printing,  and  since  1850  has  dc>ne  the  State 
Department  printing.  In  late  years  this  work  has 
grown  to  immense  proportions.  From  this  establish- 
ment yearly  is  published  a  large  number  of  law 
books.  The  excellent  character  of  their  work  and 
their  large  facilities  for  doing  it,  has  made  this  firm 
known  all  over  the  United  States.  They  now 
average  over  300  employees. 

In  the  article  on  "Journals  and  Journalism  "  in 
this  History,  other  printers  in  Albany  are  named; 
and  many  of  more  recent  date  are  to-day  honoring 
their  craft  and  extending  their  patronage  by  doing 
first-class  work,  among  whom  are  Ikandow  &  ]5ar- 
ton,  Burdick  &  Taylor,  C.  E.  Iloughtaling,  Prouty 
Printing  Co. ,  Riggs  Printing  and  Publishing  Co. , 
C.  F.  Williams  Printing  Co.,  and  the  newspaper 
firms  of  the  Press  Co.,  Times  Co.,  Argus  Co., 
Morning  F'xpress  Co.,  Journal  Co.,  M.  &  E.  Gril- 
fen,  all  of  which  do  printing  and  publishing  in 
almost  every  variety  called  for. 

LAW  BOOK  PUBLISHERS. 

In  no  city  in  the  United  States  is  the  publication 
of  law  books  carried  on  a  hrg'^r  scale  ttian  in  Al- 
bany. The  first  law  book  publislier  in  Albany  was 
William  Gould,  located  at  104  Slate  street.  A  few 
years  after,  David  Banks,  father  of  the  present 
Mayor,  A.  Bleeckcr  Banks,  became  associated  with 
him,  under  the  firm  name  of  Gould  A:  Banks.  At 
this  time  a  branch  store  was  opened  in  New  York 
City,  in  which  William  Gould,  David  Banks  and 


Stephen  Gould  were  associated  as  partners.  This 
partnership  v/as  dissolved  in  181 7. 

William  Gould  died  in  1846.  He  was  succeeded 
in  the  same  business  by  Anthony  Gould,  brother  of 
William.  He  died  in  1856,  and  was  succeeded  by 
William  Gould,  a  nephew  of  the  first  publisher  of 
that  name.  In  1S67,  the  firm  of  William  Gould  & 
Son  v/as  established.  This  firm  continued  to  exist 
until  1885,  when  W'illiam  Gould,  Sr.,  retired  from 
the  firm,  and  the  present  firm  of  William  Gould,  jr., 
&  Co.  was  formed,  and  consists  of  William  Gould, 
Jr.,  Otis  Allen  Gould,  and  Albert  I^.  Gould. 

In  1850,  this  firm  was  located  at  475  Broadway, 
and  in  1857  removed  to  the  present  store,  68  State 
street. 

The  firm  of  Banks  Brothers  was  established  in 
1804  by  David  Banks,  who  remained  in  this  busi- 
ness until  his  death,  in  1872,  and  at  that  time  was 
the  oldest  bookseller  in  the  United  States.  He  was 
succeeded  in  1S72  by  his  sons,  David  and  A.  Bleecker 
who  have  conducted  the  business  ever  since.  Their 
warehouses  and  sales-rooms  in  this  city,  473  and 
475  Broadway,  have  a  total  lloor  space  of  80,000 
scpiare  feet.  There  is  another  large  store  belonging 
to  this  firm  at  144  Nassau  street.  New  York  City, 
which  has  been  occupied  by  them  since  1835. 

The  firm  of  W.  C.  Little  &.  Co.  was  established  in 
Albany,  in  1828,  by  W.  C.  Little,  a  native  of  Ban- 
gor, Me.,  born  in  1805,  who  engaged  in  the  publi- 
cation and  sale  of  law  books  as  successor  of  Fl  V. 
Backus,  who,  in  a  small  way,  began  the  business 
here,  Mr.  Little  was  very  successful  in  the  trade, 
and  became  widely  known,  tie  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  C.  W.  I.ittle,  who  carries  on  the  busi- 
ness at  the  old  stand,  525  Broadway,  since  his 
father's  death  in  1S85. 

The  law  books  published  by  Albany  firms  em- 
brace a  most  extensive  list  of  .standard  volumes,  and 
are  sold  to  the  legal  profession  wherever  English 
and  American  law  is  consulted. 

PHOTOGRAPHY. 

I'^ew  of  the  arts  have  made  such  rapid  strides  as 
has  that  of  photography.  It  is  comparatively  a  few 
years  ago  since  the  iir.st  photographs  made  their  a[)- 
pearance,  and,  wonderful  as  they  were,  they  would 
appear  as  ridiculous  caricatures  if  placed  beside  the 
life-like  portraits  produced  at  the  present  time  by 
the  improved  photogra|'hic  appliances.  The  Alliany 
artists  have  kept  ])ace  with  their  brothers  in  the 
])rofession,  and  in  no  place  is  a  higher  order  of 
photographic  skill  displayed  and  demanded.  Prob- 
ably the  leading  studios  of  Albanv  are  those  of 
Aaron  Vce  ler,  3.2  North  Pearl  street,  and  the  Not- 
man  Photographic  Company,  48  North  Pearl  street. 

Mr.  Veeder  is -a  native  of  Albany,  and  for  fifteen 
ye  ns  dev^t.  d  hlms-lf  to  landscape  plioiugraphy; 
but,  in  1 88 1,  he  began  to  make  a  specialty  of  pc>r- 
trait  photography,  in  which  he  has  shown  remark- 
able skill  and  taste.  A  number  of  colorists,  re- 
touchers anil  artists  aie  emploved  in  addition  to  the 
regular  phrjtographers, 

Tlie  Notinan  studio  is  a  branch  of  the  Notman 
Photograph  Company  of  iNIontreal.    It  has  been 
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locatxd  in  this  city  for  a  number  of  years.  The  ar- 
tistic work  done  at  this  studio  is  of  a  high  order  of 
excellence.  A  specialty  of  this  house  is  photo- 
graphing large  groups,  notably  the  yearly  group  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  classes  graduating 
from  schools,  clubs,  etc. 


Besides  the  two  firms  named,  the  following  arc 
engaged  in  this  business;  J.  L.  /\bt)Otl\-  Son,  {)rob- 
ably  tlK;  oldest  firm  in  Albany;  John  N.  Byron,  R. 
E.  Churchill,  V.  W.  Horton,  McDonald  k  Sterry, 
Charles  S.  Robinson,  John  AT.  Wood,  and  W.  \\'. 
Wood. 


THE  ALBANY  STAGE. 


IT  has  with  truth  been  said  that  "the  history  of 
the  Albany  stage  is,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
history  of  the  drama  in  America."  Before  the  time 
when  the  land  was  dotted  with  cities,  every  city 
with  its  "opera  house, "  the  field  for  the  drama 
was  not  only  sterile,  but  limited.  With  Boston  and 
Philadelphia  further  away  by  days  than  they  now 
are  by  hours,  Albany,  on  account  of  its  river  com- 
munication with  NcAV  York,  was  looked  upon  as  a 
convenient  place  in  which  to  expend  any  mana- 
gerial effort  over  and  above  what  had  exhausted 
the  possibilities  of  profit  in  the  Metropolis;  and  af- 
terwards, actors  waiting  for  a  New  York  engage- 
ment, were  glad  to  put  in  their  time  so  near  by  as 
Albany. 

So  it  happened  that  in  the  summer  of  1769,  the 
first  American  comj)any  organized  in  England  by 
the  llallam  Brothers  having  worn  out  their  wel- 
come in  New  York,  obtained  permission  c^f  the 
Governor  of  the  Colony,  Sir  Henry  I\]oore,  Baronet, 
to  play  in  Albany  for  one  month,  three  times  a 
week,  opening  July  3d,  in  Otway's  "Venice  Pre- 
served." This  was  the  first  recorded  visit  of 
professional  players,  although,  as  Mrs.  Grant's 
"Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady"  tells  us,  the  enact- 
ment of  the  ' '  Beaux's  Stratagem, "  by  oOicers  of  an 
English  regiment  stationed  here  in  1 760,  created 
such  a  division  of  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  mor- 
ality of  stage  plays  as  to  lead  the  worthy  dominie. 
Rev.  Theodorus  Freylinghausen,  to  start  back  in 
despair  for  his  native  IJoiland,  being  induced  to  do 
so- by  an  emblematic  message  in  the  shape  of  a 
club,  a  pair  of  old  shoes,  a  crust  of  bread  and  a 
dollar  in  money,  left  at  his  door  the  morning  aUer 
preaching  a  scathin.c  sermon  against  the  wickedness 
of  amateur  diealriLals.  I'aking  the  hint  that  he 
was  no  longer  wanted,  and  that,  therefore,  his  op- 
portunity for  usel'ulness  was  gone,  ho  sailed  away, 
and  never  came  back,  having  been  drcnvned  on 
the  passage,  whether  by  accident  or  suicide  none 
ever  knew,  although  the  latter  was  surmised. 

Of  the  first  visit  of  the  llallam  company  nothing 
is  known,  except  that  tlicy  pinvcd  in  the  Hospital 
to  a  schedule  111' SIX,  iou!'  .-iui  siuii)i;;>.  i  iic 
Hosjjital  stood  near  the  -.itc  <.r  l!io  [)i',;.c;it  Lutheran 
Church  on  Pine  street.  The  city  tlun  contained 
only  about  3,oco  inltabitant 'Micro  was  no  news- 
paper, consequently  all  record  of  the  season  is 
lost. 

In  1785,  when,  after  tlu:  Revolution,  a  del 
ment  of  the  American  company  again  came  up 


from  New  York  to  try  their  luck  in  Albany,  they 
found  the  Gazelle  ready  to  publish  ihcir  advertise- 
ment, which  appeared  December  5th,  announcing 
a  performance,  "by  authority,"  of  "Cross  Pur- 
poses," and  "Catharine  and  Petruchicj,"  for  De- 
cember 9th.  It  did  not  take  place,  however,  till 
December  13th.  Meantime  the  storm  of  0]>position 
to  the  theatre,  common  throughout  the  country  at 
that  time  (except  in  the  South),  broke  forth  in 
great  violence.  Seventy  inhabitants  signed  a  peti- 
tion to  the  city  authorities  asking  them  to  recon- 
sider the  permission  given  by  them  November  aSth, 
for  the  players  to  act,  and  a  whole  number  of  the 
Gazette  was  given  up  to  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  by  correspondents,  most  of  whom  were  vio- 
lent in  their  denunciations  of  the  drama;  and  one 
or  two  went  so  far  as  to  threaten  to  destroy  the 
building  in  which  the  plays  were  to  be  presented. 
J]utthc  Mnyor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Assistants, 
after  due  delil;)cration,  decided,  by  a  vote  of  9  to  4, 
that  consent  having  once  been  given,  and  that 
without  haste,  and  the  players  having  been  to  ex- 
pense in  fitting-  up  the  rooms,  the  city  could  not 
withdraw  from  the  contract  without  dishonor;  and 
so  the  ))erformanccs  began  and  were  given  twice  a 
week  till  the  latter  part  of  February,  when  the  com- 
pany, alter  p  tying  all  their  debts,  departed  for  Mon- 
treal. 

In  1803,  the  company  then  managed  by  WiUiam 
Dunlap,  assisted  by  Lewis  Hallam,  plaved  here 
three  nights  a  week,  from  August  2  2d  to  October 
27,  in  a  dancing-room  which  stood  on  n-hat  is 
now  North  Pearl  street,  tv.i  >  d<'iors  south  of  Clinton 
avenue.  It  was  much  the  .strongest  company  that 
bad  ever  visited  Albau},  ;.nd  numbered  air.ong  its 
members  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  feffeison,  grand- 
parents of  the  leffeison  of  the  present  dny.  Several 
ineffectual  attempts  to  establish  the  drama  here  by 
other  and  less  important  eoinjianies  followed,  and, 
in  the  spring  of  181 1,  john  Howard  Pavne,  the 
author  of  "Home,  Sweet  Home,'  played  n  star 
engagement,  being  then  about  tsvcnty  years  old, 
with  two  years'  stage  rxnerience.  It  is  f.iir  to  «np- 
pusi;  tiral  he  aroused  liere  siaiioliiing  at  least  of  the 
enthusiasm  which  attended  his  perloiinances  else- 
whei  e. 

U[)  to  this  time  there  iiad  been  no  building 
erected  fc)r  a  theatre.     In  November,   10 ii,  John 
i  B'.rnard,  actor,  manager  and  iitliralcur.  came  on 
cli-  i  from  Boston,  with  this  prujcct  in  his  head.  The 
burning  of  the  Richmond  (,\  a. )  theatre,  with  its 
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loss  of  seventy-one  lives,  which  occurred  Decem- 
ber 26th,  following,  had  a  most  depressing-  effect 
upon  the  plan.  It  threw  a  gloom  over  thealricals 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  was  looked  upon 
by  man)'  excellent  persons  as  a  visitation  of  Hea- 
ven's wrath  upon  unholy  amusements.  1  he  pul- 
pits renewed  ihcir  thunders  against  the  play-house: 
the  newspapers  teemed  willi  long  and  wordy  argu- 
ments for  and  against  this  form  of  amusement,  and 
the  controversey  waxed  warm  and  bitter,  as  it  has 
done  time  and  again,  from  the  days  of  Jeremy 
Collier  to  the  present.  In  Albany,  where  the 
proposition  to  build  a  permanent  tlieatre  was 
just  being  agitated,  the  .u;cling  was  intense,  and 
a  motion  was  made  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
put  down  all  theatrical  exhibitions  as  a  nuisance. 
This  being  referred  to  the  Law  Committee,  they 
made,  January  12,  1812,  a  long  report,  supposed 
to  have  been  written  by  Recorder  John  V.  N. 
Yates,  and  advancing  tlie  opinion 

"That  a  well-regulated  Uiealre,  supported  by 
the  respectable  portion  of  society,  so  far  from  be- 
ing contrary  to  good  order  and  morality,  must  es- 
sentially contribute  to  correct  the  language,  reiine 
the  taste,  ameliorate  the  heart,  and  enlighten  the 
understanding. " 

The  report  closed  with  a  resolution  "  that  the 
Board  cannot  legally  interfere,  nor  would  it  be  ex- 
pedient for  it  to  pass  laws  regulating  or  restraining 
theatrical  exhibitions  ia  tliis  city."  This  was  adopt- 
ed, ten  to  three,  and  the  theatre-building  went 
slowly  on;  Mr.  Bernard,  meantime,  acting  at  the 
old  Thespian  Hotel,  as  the  hall  near  Clinton  ave- 
nue was  called. 

The  theatre  was  formally  opened  to  the  public, 
January  18,  1813.  The  building  still  stands  (1S86) 
on  Creen  street,  west  side,  south  of  Hamilton.  It 
isof  i)rick,  and  was  originally  56  by  no  feet.  Its 
builder  was  Lewis  Farnham,  and  it  was  owned  by 
a  stock  company,  among  whom  were  Recorder 
Yates,  Isaac  Hansen,  George  C.  Sharpe,  Isaac  Q. 
Leake  and  John  J.  ( Jodfrey.  I\Ir.  Bernard  was  the 
manager.  The  opening  bill  was  the  "  West  In- 
dian "  and  "Fortune's  Frolic."  Admission  $1, 
75  and  50  cents.  .Solomon  Soulhwick  wrote  the 
opening  address.  Leigh  Waring,  father  of  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Wallack,  was  the  star,  and  in  the  companv 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard,  the  Placides,  and 
Mrs.  Young,  after\\aid-;  !\Irs.  Hughes,  the  favorite 
"old  woma!i  "  for  ;-o  many  years  at  Burton's. 
Mr.  Bernard  managed  the  theatre  for  four  seasons, 
and  soon  after  returned  to  Fnrope,  where  he  died 
November  29,  182S.  agctl  seventy-two,  in  desti- 
tute circumstances.  Ills  "  Retrospections  of  the 
Stage"  show  him  to  ha'.o  been  a  n\an  of  wit  an;! 
learning,  as  he  was  untiuestionably  a  fine  comedian, 
wiiile  his  character  uas  bc\ond  rep'^oarh.  .Alto- 
gether, Albany's  lirst  nian  iger  \\a.  an  ornanicail  to 
the  pr^ifession. 

The  theatre  did  not  have  a  very  long  life.  In  less 
than  five  years  it  \vas  found  to  be  hopelessly  un- 
profitable, and  in  Jime,  1818,  was  sold  to  the  Bap- 
tist .Society  for  a  chuich,  lor  which  jnirpose  it  was 
used  till  1652.  Its  brief  existence  as  a  temple  of 
the  drama  has  proved  a  mine  of  theatrical  reminis- 


cences, well  worked  by  Sol.  Smith,  the  veteran 
actor,  who  first  went  on  the  stage  there,  and  by 
Thurlow  Weed,  who  was  a  frequent  attendant.  N. 
M.  Ludlow,  the  veteran  St.  Louis  manager,  made 
his  start  from  the  same  place,  having  appeared  on 
the  stage  there  for  a  few  times,  and  then  running 
away  from  home  with  Drake's  expedition,  which 
started  from  here,  v/'a  Cherry  Valley  and  Coopers- 
town,  for  the  wilds  of  Kentucky,  rn  runic  introduc- 
ing the  drama  in  Utica,  Auburn,  Geneva,  and 
other  towns  in  the  west  of  the  State.  With  them 
went  Miss  Denny,  a  native  of  Albany,  afterwards 
Mrs.  Drake,  and  for  more  than  forty  years  a  star  in 
the  Western  theatres. 

In  1824-25  a  theatre  was  built  on  South  Pearl 
street  by  a  stock  company.  It  stood  on  the  site  of 
the  present  Leland  Opera  House,  and  is  in  part  the 
same  building,  although  for  nearly  twenty-five  years 
it  was  used  as  a  churcti,  and  once,  all  but  the  front, 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  Philip  Hooker  was  the  orig- 
inal architect.  The  building  was  62  by  116  feet, 
and  cost,  with  lot,  about  $25,000.  It  was  opened 
I\Iay  13,  1825,  under  the  management  of  Charles 
Gilfert,  with  "  Laugh  When  You  Can,"  and  "  Rais- 
ing the  Wind."  The  company  was  of  the  best,  and 
included  George  H.  Barrett,  in  his  prime,  a  prince 
of  light  comedians;  Mr.';.  Henry,  a  beautifid  woman, 
soon  afier  his  wife;  Thomas  Faulkner,  George  P. 
Hyatt,  Mrs.  Stone,  and  others.  The  elder  Booth 
was  the  first  star,  and  he  was  followed  by  the  bright- 
est and  best  in  the  profcssif)n.  For  a  time  Albany 
had  a  model  theatre.  In  the  second  season,  Edwin 
Forrest  v.'as  a  member  of  the  stock  company,  and 
here  made  rapid  advance  towards  the  greatness  he 
soon  after  reached.  Llere  he  pla^-ed  second  to 
F3dmund  Kean.  It  was  the  only  time  they  were 
associated  upon  the  stage,  and  the  great  actor's  in- 
fluence upon  the  young  American  was  of  the  ut- 
mC)St  importance,  while  Kean  publicly  ex[)ressed 
his  admiration  for  I'orrest.  The  com[)any  was  soon 
i'ound  too  expensive  for  Albany  patronage,  and  the 
opening,  on  North  Pearl  street,  of  a  popular  circus 
resulted  in  Gilfert's  abdication  in  May.  Fle  took 
most  of  the  Albanv  company  with  him  to  the  Bow- 
ery Theatre,  of  which  he  was  the  first  manager,  and 
which  opened  the  following  October. 

At  the  circus  dramatic  performances  were  given 
in  connection  with  equestrianism  and  spectacles, 

I  and  the  place  wns  'argely  riationizetl  for  a  time,  ai: 

I  50  and  75  cents. 

I      George  Barrett,  Henry  Wallack,  C.  W.  Sanford, 
I  George  Vernon,   Duffy  k  Forrest,  Dinnelord  A 
Blake,  H,  W.  Preston,  and  others,  managed  the 
I  South  Pearl  Street  Theatre  during  the  next  thirteen 
I  years,  none  of  them  making  much  money.  How- 
:  ever,  the  best  attractions  of  the  day  were  seen  liere, 
!  including  Fannv  Kcmble  and  her  father;  i\Iacreadv, 
!  Clara  Fislier,  HackctL  (jJeorge  ll.l!,  .Master  llurke 
(who  sub.sequently  resided   near   here),  Tyrone 
Power  (who  was  nearly  mobI)ed  because  he  ile- 
clined  to  play  one  evening  to  a  small  audience), 
the  elder  Booth,  Forrest  (frequentiv),  |osephinc 
Clifton,  James  W.  Wallack,  T.  D.  Rice,  James  K. 
Murdoch,  Charles  Kean,  Celeste,  and  many  others. 
I  The  firm  of  DutTy  &  Forrest  consisted  of  William 
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Duffy  (an  excellent  actor,'an  Albanian  by  birth, 
who  was  stabbed  by  one  of  his  company,  John 
Hamilton,  and  rliod  jMarch  12,  1 S36)  and  William 
Forrest,  brother  of  the  tra.i^cdian. 

In  October,  1836,  Charlotte  Cushman,  afterwards 
the  very  famous  actress,  became  a  member  of  the 
stock  company  here,  and  on  the  very  stage  where 
Forrest  perfected  himself  in  his  life  work,  she  prac- 
ticed in  a  great  variety  of  characters.  She  was  here 
till  tlic  follov,  ing  April,  and  became  a  favorite  both 
on  the  stage  and  in  society. 

In  1839  this  theatre  was  also  turned  into  a 
chuich,  and  was  used  by  the  Congregation  of  St. 
Paul's  (F.])iscopal)  till  1SO3. 

In  December,  1840,  Samuel  H.  Nichols  opened 
an  amphitheatre  on  Dallius  street,  corner  of  West- 
erlo,  and  for  some  time  it  was  both  popular  and 
fashionui)!e.  Alfred  13.  Street  wrote  the  opening 
address.  Later  it  was  used  for  dramatic  perform- 
ance, and,  under  various  managements,  Hackett, 
Edwin  Forrest,  the  elder  Booth  and  others  ap- 
peared. William  Warren,  Boston's  favorite  come- 
dian for  so  many  years,  was  in  the  company  in  1841. 
The  last  performances  were  given  in  1845,  and  a 
year  or  two  after  the  building  was  partly  destroyed 
by  fire. 

The  Odcon  on  Broadway,  east  side,  south  of 
Division  street,  was  the  next  theatre  to  open,  which 
it  did  February  i,  1847.  was  small,  but  well 
arranged,  and  many  attractive  performances  were 
given.    It  was  burned  in  die  great  fire  of  1848. 

Meantime  the  Albany  Museum,  started  in  a 
small  M'ay  as  early  as  1808  or  1.809  (there  was  a 
Museum  as  early  as  1798),  by  Trowbridge,  and 
continued  by  Harry  Meech  in  1826,  was  removed 
January  i,  1831,  from  the  corner  of  Hudson 
avenue  and  Broadway  to  the  corner  of  State  and 
Broadway,  and  established  in  a  new  building 
owned  by  Thorpe  &  Sprague,  and  which  for 
many  years  was  a  very  popular  resort.  At  first 
largely  devoted  to  curiosities  and  freaks  of  nature, 
the  Siamese  Twins,  Joyce  Heth,  Tom  Thumb  and 
other  Barnum  enterprises  were  exhibited  here. 
Concerts,  moncjlogues,  lectures  and  light  entertain- 
ments of  various  sorts  were  frequently  given,  and 
more  and  more  the  place  assumed  a  dramatic 
character.  In  1848  it  was  considerably  enlarged, 
and  then  becanie  the  leading,  and  at  times  the  only 
place  of  amusi'Tucnt  in  the  city,  Mary  Wells, 
Mary  Gann<.)n,  Marv  M'iiylor,  Mrs.  Vernt>n,  Airs. 
John  Drev.-  niid  Mrs.  Maeder  (the  famous  Clara 
"Fisher  of  fonner  days),  frequently  played  long  en- 
gagements, and  ihere  were  stars  almost  without 
number.  The  last  pertormancc  was  given  here 
April  28,  18:^5. 

Before  this,  h'-wcver,  the  drama  returned  to  its 
old  home  in  this  city,  ihe  old  (7reen  street  theatre, 
which,  liaviug  bn.ii  i^i'iu  u]'  ii\  the  Ka)iti.sL,s,  was 
opened  July  5,  1S52,  by  iienry  W.  I'resion,  man- 
ager, who  proved  unforlunaie,  and  December  20th, 
by  Madame  de  Marguerites,  an  opera  singer  and 
dashing  adventuress,  who  fitted  up  the  old  place  in 
the  most  lavish  manner,  with  two  great  mirrors  for 
the  curtain.  Her  career  was  shc>rt  and  troubled. 
K.  S.  Connor  next  tried  his  hand,  with  equally  dis- 


I  astrous  results,  then  Frank  Chanfrau,  with  like  e.\- 
I  perience;  then  C.  T.  Smith.    Under  the  latter,  Rose 
j  Fytinge  played  her  first  permanent  engagement  in 
I  a  stock  conqiany.     In  the  season  of  1857  and  1858 
I  Burton  played  liere,  as  did  Matilda  Heron.  Later, 
under  the  management  of  Captain  John  B.  Smith. 
Adah  Isaacs  Menken,  in  1S61,  made  here  her  first 
appearance  as  Mazeppa,  the  ro/e  in  which  she  at- 
tracted so  much  attention  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe. 

Another  Green  street  theatre  was  the  Gayety, 
opened  March  30,  1859,  on  the  east  side,  south  of 
Beaver.  The  second  season  J.  \V.  Albaugh  was 
the  acting  and  stage  manager.  The  Menken, 
John  U'ilkes  Booth,  E.  A.  Sotliern,  George  Hol- 
land and  other  stars  appeared  here  before  the  place 
degenerated,  as  it  did  witlun  two  or  three  }  ears, 
into  a  concert  saloon. 

In  1863,  the  city  being  without  a  respectable 
theatre,  John  M.  iTrimble,  a  well-known  theatre 
builder,  who  had  retired  from  active  life  on  ac- 
count of  blindness,  bought  the  Pearl  street  prop- 
erty and  remodeled  it  from  a  church  back  to  its 
original  purpose.  The  opening  was  Decendier  22, 
1863.  It  was  run  for  four  or  five  seasons  with 
good  stock  companies,  wdiich,  from  time  to  time, 
supported  the  principal  stars.  Mr.  Trimble  died 
in  June,  1867,  and  the  next  season  his  daughter 
Ada  was  the  manager,  till  January  29,  1868,  when 
the  theatre  took  fire  in  the  morning  and  burned 
to  the  grtjund.  Feir  a  year  or  more  there  was 
not  so  much  as  a  drop-curtain  in  the  City  of  Al- 
bany, although  Tweddle  Hail,  corner  State  and 
Nortli  Pearl  (erected  in  1S60,  burned  January  16, 
1S83),  was  occasionally  used  for  dramatic  per- 
formances. 

October  4, 1869,  a  theatre,  made  out  of  a  church, 
in  Division  street,  east  of  Pearl,  was  opened  under 
Frank  Lawlor's  management,  and  for  a  year  or 
two  did  extremely  well,  both  artisticallv  and  finan- 
cially, although  the  locaticHi  was  again.st  it,  and 
the  rebuilding  ol  the  Pearl  street  theatre  eventually 
made  it  unprofitable.  Tony  Denier,  Walter  Kce- 
ble  and  others  succeeded  to  the  management,  and 
a  number  of  afterwards  well-known  actors  [)layed 
in  stock  companies.  I'he  theatre  was  burned  De- 
cember 8,  1876. 

The  present  Pearl  street  theatre  Nvas  rebuilt  by 

i  Lucicn  Barnes  in  fi'ty-one  days,  and  "pcned  as  tho 
Trimble  t  .'pera  Honsi,:  December  31,  1^69,  widi  a 
strong  conqjariv.  Mr.  Barnes  manageii  it  lor  two 
years  and  a  half  in  a  liberal  manner — too  liberal  for 
the  support  given  and  his  limiteil  capital.  The 
property  became  the  su'oject  of  much  liiigauon, 
but  its  title  was  tinallv  acquired  by  Charles  and 
Warren  V..  I.eland,  who,  in  November,  1873, 
leased  it  to  Mi-.  \.  W.  Albaugh,  who  was  the  man- 

j  agcr  ul  lii^-  l.L,iinu  (''[iija  II  •u  ^.:,  ,i.s  ii  .^!iil 
called,  till  August  iSSi.  Mr.  .\!l.aiigh  wr.s 
the  last  manager  to  emj)loy  a  stock  com[)any  in 
this  city.  His  leading  lady  for  several  seasons  was 
,\da  Rehan,  now  one  of  the  f.uorite  cii/ncdiomcs 
of  the  metropolis.  Srptembcr  15.  i8.Si,  Airs-. 
Rosa  M.  Lelantl  assumed  the  management,  which 
she  still  retains,  playing,  as  is  the  custom  in  all 
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cities  outside  the  very  largest,  traveling  combina- 
tions in  from  one  to  six-night  engagements. 

Another  place  of  amusement  wiiich  should  not 
be  overlooked  is  Music  (originally  JMartin)  Hall  on 
Pearl  street,  corner  of  Beaver.  It  was  erectetl  in 
1870,  General  John  S.  Dickerman  being  the  first 
agent.  It  was  partly  burned  IMarch  11,  1872,  but 
at  once  repaired,  and  has  been  the  scene  of  many 
notable  performances,  Charlotte  Cushman  made 
her  last  appearance  in  this  city  here.  For  the  past 
two  seasons  it  has  been  devoted  to  amusements 
afforded  at  very  low  prices  by  Jacobs  &  Proctor, 
and,  so  far  as  attendance  is  concerned,  has  become 
the  most  popular  i)lace  of  entertainment  Albany 
has  ever  known,  with  tv.o  performances  daily,  and 
crowded  houses  being  the  rule  every  evening  in  the 
week,  Sundays  excepted. 

The  history  of  the  Albany  stage  has  been  c|uite 
fully  written  by  PI.  P.  Phelps,  under  the  title  of 
"Players  of  a  Century  "  (Albany,  18S0). 

JOSEPH  K.  EMMETT. 

The  truthful  history  of  the  struggles  of  any  young 
man  to  earn  his  living  in  that  mimic  world,  the 
stage,  has  never  yet  been  written.  When  it  is, 
it  will  make  very  entertaining  reading.  It  will 
have,  of  course,  to  be  done  in  the  most  intimate 
manner,  and  must  include  so  many  curious  studies 
and  strange  ei>isodes,  that  its  author,  when  he 
comes,  will  perhaps  do  best  to  postpone  the  J)u1j- 
lication  of  his  work  until  he  himself  is  comfortably 
tucked  away  under  that  grassy  counteipane,  be- 
neath which  the  most  reviled  or  the  mo>,l  lauded  can 
sleep  in  peace.  Such  a  history  wouUl  include  the 
narrative  of  many  feasts  of  reason  and  unreason; 
it  would  tell  of  many  acis  of  kindne-s  and  many  of 
heartless  oppr-cssion;  it  would  lay  open  to  the 
world's  view  the  life  of  the  oddest  society,  the  most 
mixed,  intimate  and  tliscordant  to  be  found  on  the 
surface  of  this  planet.  How  genei^ously  befriemled, 
how^  zealously  helped  by  kindly  men  who  arc  al- 
most strwngei-s,  how  pitilessly  swindled,  how  stabbed 
in  the  back,  how  wealthy  with  a  tr-ansient  dollar, 
how  poor  with  a  liberal  income — all  these  must  be 
faithfully  described.  The  human  animal  is,  how- 
ever, so  constructed,  that  l-e  can  become  accus- 
tomed to  lire  str-angest  ways  of  living. 

A  typical  life,  one  which  has  einbr'aced  po'  orty 
of  the  aculest  kind,  giving  place  to  opulence  and 
a  life  of  success,  rarely  met  outside  the  vivid  im- 
agination of  the  dr-eamer,  is  that  of  Joseph  Inline 
Emmelt,  known  to  the  world  as  "  Fritz.  ' 

He  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  IMarch  r  3,  1841, 
in  Sixth  street,  between  St.  Charles  and  Locust 
streets,  and  next  door  to  Armstrong's  school.  His 
father,  William  P.,  and  his  mother-,  Evelina,  were 
of  Irish  di.suMit,  the  latter  bi:ing  a  lucinbc;  llu.' 
famous  Nihell  family,  of  Irehind.  Their  circum- 
stances were  humble.  When  Joseph  was  ten  years 
old  his  father  died,  throwing  upon  the  lad  the  sup- 
port of  his  mother  and  two  sisters. 

Their  little  store  of  money  was  soon  exhaust(;d. 
One  day  he  discovered  his  mother  and  sisters  in 
tears,  and,  in  reply  to  his  query,  his  mother  said 


"  My  boy,  we  are  starving  1"  Fired  by  hope  and 
love,  he  exclaimed:  "You  shall  be  hungry  no 
longer,"  and  left  the  room  in  search  of  work.  His 
age  was  almost  an  insurmountable  barrier. 
Finally,  near  the  close  of  the  day,  he  entered  a 
hominy  mill  and  ajiplied  for  work — "Work! 
Work  !  Anything  to  give  my  mother  bread  !" 
The  miller  told  him  he  was  too  young,  that  his 
work  demanded  the  strength  of  a  man.  Joe  per- 
sisted and  begged  for  a  trial.  Touched  by  the 
boy's  evident  earnestne.'^s  and  independence,  he 
asked  him,  as  a  trial,  to  lift  a  lar-ge  tub  of  corn  and 
empty  it  into  the  bin.  This  was  done,  and,  upon 
a  promise  that  he  would  do  the  same  during  all  the 
day's  working  hours,  he  was  engaged  at  a  salary  of 
$1.50  per  week  and  all  the  "hominy  the  family 
could  eat."  ."^ome  money  was  advanced,  and,  filling 
a  large  basket  with  bread,  the  happy  boy  returned 
home.  To  this  day  Emmett's  eyes  till  with  tears  and 
his  voice  falters  when  relating  the  {oy  of  his  mother. 
When  commenting  upon  his  after  success,  "If  my 
poor  mother  could  but  have  lived  to  enjoy  it  with 
me,"  is  a  frecpient  expression  from  him.  He 
worked  in  the  mill  for  five  months,  doing  the  work 
of  a  man.  Down  to  1856,  in  which  year  occurred 
the  greatest  grief  of  his  life,  he  found  a  livelihood 
at  different  occupations.  In  this  year  his  mother 
died.  His  sisters  soon  married  and  he  was  left 
alone.  Theix  is  nothing  wonderful  in  this  old 
story  of  a  boy's  strrrggle  with  poverty.  That  is 
only  too  commcin.  J5ut  the  independence  then 
shown  has  been  the  marked  characteristic  of  the 
man.  Emmett  loves  to  tell  the  story  of  his  early 
life.    There  is  no  false  pride  in  him. 

A  few  years  afterwards,  Mr-.  Emmett  met  ICliza- 
beth  Webber,  daughter  of  Mahlon  and  I'.llen  Web- 
ber, the  former  of  I'hiladelphia,  the  latter  belong- 
ing to  a  leading  family  of  Tennessee.  I'he  ac- 
cpuiintance  grew  into  friendship,  and  from  this  to 
love.  Emmett  desired  a  speedy  marriage,  but  his 
])overty  seemed  an  obstacle  not  easily  overcome. 
At  last  he  said  to  her:  "  I  am  miserable  away  from 
you.  In  four  days  from  now  will  you  become  my 
wife?  Prue,  I  have  no  money,  no  work;  but 
you  shall  never  want.''"  With  a  woman's  love  and 
faith  she  consented.  Emmett  was  overjoyed,  and 
at  once  w-cnt  to  a  friend,  told  him  of  his  joy  and 
asked  him  to  serse  as  "lx>t  man,"  and,  equally 
as  impc>rtant.  !.o  loan  him  a  ."-.uil  ot  clothes  in  w  hich 
j  10  be  married.  '1  l.e  liiend  irave  him  well-meant 
advice  of  worldly  prudence — that  it  was  folly  for 
him  to  even  di-eam  of  such  a  union  in  his  impov- 
erished condition;  but  with  no  a\ail.  He  then 
yielded  to  his  requests  and  pi-omised  to  attend  the 
wedding,  adding:  "Joe,  I'll  bet  you  a  hat  that 
}ou  laugh  during  the  ceremony."  'Phis  wager  was 
at  once  taken.  In  july,  181^.1,  the  marriage  cere- 
iiioDy  V  as  pe/l  rnn-d  bv  ihe  mini-ter  w-ho  had 
j  oHiciatcd  at  the  Uiiicial  ol  i'.mmett's  mother.  To 
I  this  event  he  alluded  so  touchingly  that  smiles  were 
lost  in  tc  ais.  The  Iiat  was  worn  by  ]oe.  Married 
life,  with  its  jo\s  and  responsibilities,  was  now 
upon  them;  but  the  young  couple,  cheered  on  by 
a  mutual  love,  increasing  wrlh  the  growing  years, 
never  feared.    Mrs.  Webber  had  prepared  a  room 
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for  her  new  son,  but,  M'ilh  his  usual  independence, 
he  declined  any  aid,  saying  that  he  had  "  married 
his  wife  to  support  her."  After  a  short  experience 
at  a  boarding-house,  which  they  were  compelled 
to  leave,  they  removed  to  that  part  of  St.  Louis 
known  as  "Dutch  Town,"  where,  in  a  small  tene- 
ment house,  they  hired  one  room.  Their  entire 
household  goods  consisted  of  a  grate,  a  dry-goods 
box  and  a  frying-pan,  with  nothing  but  the  bare 
floor  for  a  bed — no  mattress,  no  covering.  The 
simplest  neccsiities  of  life  were  denied  them.  A 
knife,  fork  or  spoon,  even,  were  unknown  in  their 
domestic  outfit. 

One  afternoon,  while  Joe  was  preparing  dinner, 
a  rap  v.'as  heard  at  the  door.  He  called  "Come 
in,''  and  turning  around,  frying-pan  in  hand,  met 
the  astonished  gaze  of  the  minister  who  had  mar- 
ried them.  WiUiout  embarrassment,  Emmett  wiih 
cordial  cheer  said:  "Come,  Doctor,  pitch  in; 
fingers  were  made  before  forks,''  and  proKered  the 
contents  of  the  dish.  The  good  old  DoctC)r  an- 
swered; "  Hold  on,  my  boy,  we  must  ask  God's 
blessing  first."  Tliey  all  knelt  around  the  dry- 
goods  box,  and  a  prayer  was  offered  up  which, 
Emmett  says,  has  followed  him  through  life.  After 
this  the  Doctor  joined  in  the  simple  meal. 

For  about  two  years  they  struggled  on,  Emmett 
striving  to  subsist  by  any  decent  means.  He  had 
gained  considerable  note  as  a  "drummer  boy," 
but,  from  a  natural  desire  to  follow  some  higher 
social  occuj)ation,  had  given  it  up. 

In  1866,  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
had  secured  an  engagement  in  the  Varieties  Thea- 
tre. There  he  originated  the  "  Dutch  Song  and 
Dance  "  business,  which  has  had  so  many  admirers 
and  unsuccessful  imitators.  His  success  suc- 
ceeded his  expectations.  Two  years  later  he 
went  to  New  York,  had  "Fritz"  written,  and 
November  22,  1869,  it  was  first  given  to  the  pub- 
lic at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  in  the  Academy  of  IMusic. 
His  success  was  instantanetnis  and  phenomenal, 
opening  with  a  $500  house.  The  next  night  the 
recei[)ts  were  three  times  as  much.  Alb;iny  was 
the  second  place  in  which  "Fritz"  \v as  played, 
the  engagement  opening  in  December,  and  contin- 
uing two  weeks  to  crowded  houses.  Since  then 
"  Fritz  "  has  had  uninterrupted  success.  "  I'ritz  " 
Ennnett   is     known    in    all    countries.  Since 


1 87 1  he  has  filled  yearly  engagements  in  London. 
His  "  Lullaby  "  is  one  of  the  sweetest  songs  of  the 
world.  Its  pathos  affects  the  listener  when  ren- 
dered by  Emmett  as  words  cannot  describe.  He 
has  listened  to  its  melody  as  produced  upon  the 
church  organ,  and  his  songs  are  heard  in  the  "par- 
lors of  the  rich  and  the  garrets  of  the  poor."  He 
composes  all  songs  given  by  him,  and  is  the  lather 
of  the  "  Dialect  German  Comedy." 

As  an  actor  it  is  easy  to  rightly  place  "  Fritz." 
He  simply  acts  in  a  perfectly  natural  manner.  He 
has  no  "  method,"  no  "  theory  "  of  acting,  except 
absolute  naturalness,  and  it  is  this  natural  manner, 
added  to  the  inlierent  ([ualities  of  the  man,  that 
has  given  him  his  unijaralleled  success.  "Noth- 
ing succeeds  like  success,"  and  success  defies 
criticism  or  rigid  analysis.  Were  we  to  compare 
him  to  any  living  actor  it  would  be  to  Joscjih  Jef- 
ferson.   "J'here  is  much  of  similarity. 

Since  1S80  jNIr.  Emmett  and  family  have  made 
Albany  their  home.  The  house  is  located  on  the 
boulevard  named  Rensselaer  avenue,  and  com- 
mands a  magnificent  view  of  the  Hudson,  the  Cats- 
kills,  the  City  of  Albany  and  surrounding  town.s. 
The  grounds  and  interior  of  the  house — "Fritz's 
Villa" — beggar  description.  From  every  clime  have 
been  brought  articles  of  interest,  rare  and  costly, 
lb  simp)ly  catalogue  them  would  require  ])ages  of 
this  work.  Occupying  places  of  honor  are  the  old 
musical  instruments  which  gave  "  Fritz '' his  start. 
Every  musical  contrivance,  from  a  hand-organ  to 
the  grand  pipe-organ,  has  a  place. 

One  room,  richly  hung  in  silk,  contains  only  an 
easel  concealed  by  heavy  drajjery,  upon  which,  in 
letters  of  gold,  is  the  word  "  iMotiier."  It  holds  a 
portrait  of  his  mother.  The  tender  and  loving 
words  with  which  he  mentions  her,  shows  bettor 
than  aught  else  the  sweet  side  of  this  man. 

As  a  man,  Joseph  K.  Emmett  is  whole-souled, 
generous,  a  kind  father  and  a  true  husband.  Fond 
of  the  animal  creation,  his  kennel  of  St.  Bernard 
dogs  attracts  world-wide  interest.  His  love  of  art 
and  all  kindred  refining  things  is  a  part  of  himself 

Still  a  young  man,  rich  in  fortune,  fame  and 
friends,  with  a  loving,  devoted  wife  and  son,  |oseph 
K.  ICmmett,  Jr.,  his  life  contains  all  the  elements  of 
present  joy,  with  no  cloud  to  dim  the  horizon  of 
the  future. 


dp:ntistry. 


IT  is  within  a  period  less  than  a  century  that  den- 
tistr)'  bcg.in  to  lake  tho  lank  of  a  di,  tinct  jjio- 
fession,  altliiuigh  centuries  ago  the  art  of  preserving 
and  improving  the  beauty  of  the  teeth  had  been 
much  studied.  In  the  time  of  Herodotus  dentistry 
was  practiced  in  I'-gypt  witli  considerable  skill. 
Some  of  the  work  of  these  early  dental  practitioners 
his  been  discovered,  which  shows  a  surprising 
knowledge  of  dental  surgery — knowledge  which 


seems  to  have  been  completely  lost  at  a  later  pe- 
riod of  hi'.li  ;y. 

During  tl.e  l.itlcr  part  of  the  eighteenth  c>'nUiry 
the  attention  of  the  medical  men  of  France  and  I'.ng- 
land  appears  to  have  been  seriously  directed  to  this 
branch  of  surgery.  Numerous  works  on  this  sub- 
ject appeared  at  this  time.  Conspicuous  amt>ng 
them  were  those  of  liichat,  Blake  and  Hunter, 
and  about  1803  tiie  treatises  of  Fox  appeared, 


Ml.  ■!'.! 

./Jv    'i  ■  ')''>  f. 


'.■'1  .i-c 


708 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  English  school  of 
dentistry. 

Dentistry  was  first  introduced  in  the  United 
States  during  the  Revolution  by  Le  ]Mair,  a  French- 
man. About  1788,  John  Greenwood  established 
himself  in  New  York  as  the  iirst  American  of  his 
profession.  The  next  American  dentist  of  prom- 
inence was  Leonard  Koechcr,  author  of  the  "Prin- 
ciples of  Dental  Surgery, "  which  appeared  in  i82('>, 
and  fully  established  the  claims  of  the  art  to  take 
rank  as  a  distinct  branch  of  science. 

Preceding  the  advent  of  the  regular  dental  sur- 
geons in  this  country,  even  as  late  as  1S03  the 
making  of  teeth,  and  cleaning  them,  appeared  to 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  silversmith  and  jew- 
eler. Extracting  and  otlicr  necessary  dental  op- 
erations were  performed  by  regular  physicians. 

In  1820  there  were  but  one  hundred  dentists  in 
the  United  States.  Whether  at  this  precise  date 
there  were  any  regular  practitioners  in  Albany,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  learn.  But  as  early  as  1S24 
there  were  two  dentists  in  Albany,  JJeriah  Douglas 
and  Richard  C.  Skinner,  the  former  of  whom 
remained  in  practice  for  many  years,  and  was 
the  father  of  George  Douglas,  a  dental  surgeon 
of  this  city  of  long  practice  and  much  prominence 
in  his  day,  who  died  in  i860.  The  elder  Douglas 
and  Richard  C.  Skinner  were  reinforced  about 
1832  by  Ira  W.  Rutherford,  probably  the  third  reg- 
ular dental  surgeon  who  settled  in  Albany.  In 
1835  we  hnd  tiie  names  of  Hcnr)  Viller,  Louis 
BurdcU  and  Verner  Cuyler  added  to  the  list  of 
practitioners.  The  former  v.-us  in  practice  here  for 
many  years.  Dr.  Cuyler  died  a  few  years  ago  at 
the  Home  for  Aged  Men. 

From  1835  to  1840,  the  names  of  Josejjhus 
Brockway,  Alexander  and  Robert  Nelson,  W.  A. 
Hamilton,  J.  S.  Wood,  James  S.  McAllister,  and 
David  Newcomb,  appear  among  the  dentists  of 
Albany.  Of  this  list  David  Nesvcomb  is  the  on!}' 
survivor.  For  many  years  he  was  a  prominent 
.member  of  his  profession.  A  few  years  ago  he 
retired  from  active  practice,  and  at  present  resides 
in  Lansingburgh.  Joscphus  Brockway  will  be  re- 
membered by  many  of  our  citizens.  He  opened 
an  office  on  the  corner  of  Maiden  lane  and 
North  Pearl  street  as  early  as  1835,  and  continued 
in  practice  for  many  years.  He  died  in  1S79.  lb- 
had  lour  sons,  Jose]ihus,  William,  Charles  and 
George,  all  of  whom  Ijecanie  dentists  and  followed 
their  profession  in  Albany.  Of  liis  sons,  George  is 
the  only  survivor.  Under  the  elder  Brockway 's 
instruction,  many  of  the  earlier  Albany  dentists 
studied  the  art  of  dentistrv.  Among  his  students 
W'Cre  Andrew  I  lolfman  and  the  NeNou  lirutheis, 
three  well-known  members  of  the  dental  fraternily 
in  this  city. 

A  few  }ears  after  the  advcul  .f  tin;  elder  Jlnxk- 
way,  John  C.  Austin,  C.  Copcland,  Josephus 
Brockway,  Jr.,  J.  INIonroe,  U.  H.  Wheeler,  and 
Simon  \'an  Naum,  were  added  to  the  list  of  Al- 
bany's dental  surgeons. 

John  C.  Austin  was  prominent  in  the  dental  jirci- 
fe'^sion  lierc  for  many  years.  He  was  born  in 
England  in  1S17,  came  to  .'\merica  in  1826,  and 


settled  in  Albany  in  1S43,  where  he  continued  in 
the  practice  of  liis  art  until  his  death  in  1881. 

From  1850  to  i860,  George  Douglas,  Barney 
^Volfc,  D.  F.  Beune,  Thomas  I'Mkins,  \\.  Griflin, 
I  Edward  0\vens,  Horace  Hogel,  M.  L.  Riiein,  and 
W.  F.  Winne  commenced  the  practice  of  dentistry 
at  various  dates  in  Albany,  Drs.  Elkins,  Rhein  and 
Winne  being  still  in  practice.  D.  F.  Beune  and 
Robert  Nelson  both  died  in  1867,  after  many  years 
of  successful  practice. 

In  the  period  from  1S60  to  1870  we  find  the 
names  of  A.  Bauer,  }.  A.  Perkins,  A.  Carter,  Bar- 
nabus  Wood,  \\'illiani  I'rockway,  Caleb  J.  W'ood, 

C.  F.  Wheeler,  ]'".  Le  Grand  Ames,  Alexander 
■\IcRoberts,  and  Y..  C.  Edmonds  included  among 
the  Albany  dentists,  of  whom  Ames,  Wheeler  and 
FZdmonds  only  are  now  in  practice. 

Since  1870  up  to  the  present  time,  the  following 
have  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dental  surgery 
i  at  different  periods  in  this  city,  but  are  no  longer 
j  included  among  the  Albany  dentists:  Fl  I\  Skin- 
j  ner,  Borst,  Charles  ^Morrison,  R.  D.  Monroe, 
H.  J.  Traver,  Hcnrv  T.  Flagg,  J.  P.  Nilcs,  and 
I  B.  L.  J^hein. 

Thk  Third  District  Dent.\l  Sociktv  was  formed 
in  1 868  by  the  dentists  of  the  Tliird  Judicial  Dis- 
trict, as  a  division  of  the  State  Dental  Society.  At 
j  the  time  of  organization  most  of  the  members  of 
i  the  profession  in  this  district  joined  the  Society; 
I  but  from  internal  discord,  comparatively  few  of  the 
Albany  County  dentists  nov/  belong  to  the  Society. 
F.  Le  Grand  Ames,  F"..  C.  Baxter,  D.  D.S. ,  Frank 
Schermerhorn,  C.  F.  Wheeler,  H.  L.  Wliitbeck, 

D.  D.  S. ,  F.  Ouimet,  and  A.  I.  Verplank,  embrace 
the  limited  number  now  belonging  to  this  organ- 
ization. 

']'he  dendsts  at  present  practicing  in  Albany  are 
F.  Le  Grand  Ames,  Joseph  L.  y^ppleton,  C.  F. 
Wheeler,  William  F.  Winne,  Tlunnas  J'^lkins,  .An- 
drew HolTman,  J.  Bogardus,  T.  F.  Brown,  j.  W. 
Canaday,  P.  C.  Carmicliael,  E.  C.  Edmonds,  J. 
Hine,  E.  C.  Baxter,  Frank  Schermerhorn,  IL  L. 
Whid>eck,  F.  Ouimet,  A.  I.  Verplank,  I\L  L. 
Rhein,  C.  W.  McConnell,  J<.ihn  Roberts,  M.  L. 
Rowe,  D.  Y..  Rut;g,  S.  Tibbetts,  'P.  R.  Whitne\-, 
S.  W.  Whitney,  and  E.  M.  Wiiletl. 

Following  are  short  sketche.:  of  .1  llw  of  Albany's 

;  prominent  members  of  the  proiV-ssion. 

!  (J.  F.  WnEhiTR  was  born  \\\  Alliany  in  183S, 
He  aUcndtd  d.e  Albany  PuLlic  Schools  and  the 
Albany  Afedical  College,  and  studied  dentistr\-  with 
David  Newcomb;  commencing  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Amsterdam  in   1862,  where  he  re- 

I  maiued  four  years  and  dien  removed  to  Albany, 
where  he  his  been  located  continuously  ever  since. 

^  He  is  a  member  of  the  1'hird  District  Dental  Soci- 
ety, and  ju-tly  cuUMuijiud  one       lUc  leading  den- 

i   tists  of  Albany. 

William  Y.  Win.nk  was  born  in  Albany  in  1S39. 
Attended  the  public  schools  of  the  city  until  his 
fifteenth  ye;ir,  wlien  he  commenced  the  study  of 
dentistry  under  George  Douglass,  and  began  prac- 
tice here  in  i860,  where-  he  has  continued  ever 
since.  For  tliree  years  he  was  President  of  the 
Third  District  Dental  Society,  and  is  a  member  of 
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the  New  York  State  Dental  Society, 
organization  he  has  been  .Chairman 


In  the  latter 
)f  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  for  the  last  five  years. 

Andrew  I IokI'.m..vn  was  born  in  Albany  in  1S24. 
He  removed  from  the  city  when  qnite  a  young  man 
to  Watcrford,  and  establisiied  the  WutfrforJ  Senli- 
nel,  a  journal  which  is  still  published.  Later  he 
started  the  Verinonl  Chrislian  Messenger,  and  the 
Nor thfiehl  Herald,  at  Northfield,  Vt.  In  1857  he 
returned  to  Albany,  studied  dentistry,  and  began 
practice  in  1863. 

H.  L.  WniTHECK  was  born  in  Cocymans,  Albany 
County,  in  1S54.  He  practiced  dental  surgery  for 
a  number  of  years  at  Greenville,  Green  County. 
In  1880,  he  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege of  Dental  Surgery,  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Albany  in  1882.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  theTliird  District  Dental  Society,  and  author 
of  a  treatise  on  "Caries;  Cause,  Treatment,  and 
Preservation  of  Natural  Teeth." 

B.  F.  RiiF.ix  was  born  in  Albany  in  1853;  grad- 
uated from  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Sur- 
gery in  1870.  He  has  practiced  his  profession 
successfully  in  the  cities  of  San  Francisco,  Albany, 
and  Cliicago,  to  which  List  place  he  removed  in 
1884. 

CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION, 
1786. 

JULY  22,  17S6,  was  the  centenary  of  the  existence 
I     of  the  corj)oration  of  Albany  as  a  city.    At  a 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council  held  in  the 
City  Hall,  July  15,  1786,  it  was  resolved  to  cele- 


brate this  anniversary  in  an  appro{)riate  manner. 
A  committee,  consisting  of  Aldermen  Rensselaer, 
Yates,  Wendell,  Lush,  and  Winne,  was  api)ointed 
to  make  the  neeessaiy  arrangements. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  held  July  i8lh,  the 
Committee  made  a  report  as  follows:  "The  Com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  mode  of  celebrat- 
ing the  2 2d  of  July  instant,  being  the  century 
anniversary  of  this  city,  do  report  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  Common  Council  do  convene  in  fore- 
noon of  that  day,  at  ten  o'clock,  at  tlie  City  Hall, 
and  from  thence  proceed  in  procession  to  the  hill 
westward  of  the  city,  attended  by  such  citizens  as 
shall  choose;  that,  during  th.e  procession,  all  the 
bells  of  the  several  churclies  in  this  city  shall  ring; 
and  at  the  arrival  at  the  place  assigned  ft)r  the 
jnirjiose,  on  the  hill,  thirteen  toasts,  and  one  for 
the  charter,  under  the  discharge  of  fourteen  can- 
non; and  that  a  barrel  of  good  spirits  be  purchased 
for  the  occasion."    The  report  was  accepted. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  conduct  the  whole 
business  of  the  celebration,  who  made  it  one  of  the 
most  magnificent  displays  ever  known  in  the  city 
down  to  that  time.  The  procession  was  an  impos- 
ing pageant,  and  as  it  moved  up  State  street  pre- 
sented a  splendid  appearance.  The  ceremonies  of 
the  celebration  took  place  on  the  grountl  subse- 
quently occupied  by  the  Old  Capitol.  The  expenses 
of  this  celebration  were  directed,  l>y  a  vote  of  die 
Common  Council,  to  be  paid  by  the  Chamberlain, 
or  by  the  Mayor,  including  the  sup'per,  of  which 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city 
partook  at  Lewis's  Tavern  on  the  evening  of  the 
day  of  celebration. 


MILITARY  ORGANIZATIONS. 


FOR  many  years  in  its  early  history,  Albany  was 
a  military  post  of  no  mean  importance.  Dur- 
ing the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  18 12,  it  was  the 
key  to  all  the  strategic  movements  of  the  North. 
Asa  conse(]uence  of  the  importance  of  its  position, 
there  has  always  been  a  militia  of  son)e  numbers 
and  importance  here,  fn  the  early  part  of  this 
century  the  uniformed  corp-;  were  mostly  inde- 
pendent bodies,  designated  by  a  special  title  and 
wearing  uniforms  of  various  patterns.  Conspicu- 
ous among  these  early  companies,  besides  those 
which  will  be  more  especially  mentioned  hereafter, 
were  the  Albany  Republican  Artillery,  Albany  In- 
dependent Yolunteers,  Ninth  Kitlc  Regiment,  and 
Governor's  Guai'ds.  Al  a  l  i^cr  period  won-  tin 
F.mmct  Guards,  City  t  a\;i!ry.  \V  orib  liuards,  (.'ity 
N'oluntcers,  and  Allumy  Scutch  LiL'jit  Arliller\ — 
nearly,  if  not  all  of  which  conijianies  were  en- 
rolled at  different  times  in  the  Stale  .Militia.  The 
earlier  attempts  at  enrolling  am!  instructing  the 
Militia  is  now  chiefly  remembered  as  "general 
training  day,"  when  all  able-bodied  men  ol  the 
ages  required  for  military  service  were  assembled. 


often  without  uniforms  or  arms,  and  a  day  spent 
in  instructing  them.     'I'he  Washington  Parade 
Ground,  now  a  j>art  of  the  Washington  Park,  was 
!  frequently  used  for  a  ilay\  enccimprnent.    The  Old 
I  Kull's  Head  on  the  Tro}-  ri)rd  was  also  used  for 
i  that  ]iurpose.     In  1827  the  2-tli  Regiment  of  New 
Vork  City  (now  the  /tli),  encamjicd  there  for  a 
I  w  ek.     But  thi.se  yearly  oxiiiliilions  became  more 
I  and  more  a  f-'uxe  until  i8.(.A.  when  an  Act  of  the 
j  Legislature  was  passed  providing  for  a  new  enroli- 
I  ment  and  organization  of  the  Stale  IMilitia. 

Albany  has  been  the  Headquarters  of  the  State 
Militia  since  the  adoption  of  the  State  Constitir- 
tion,  and  it  is  Inil  natural  that  some  of  the  fore- 
niost  nien  in  lit'-  ■  t  'iiv' 'Mi.^n  Im  tlio  p.ast  anrl 
I  prescnl,  h;i\e  b'.en  rtsidi'tu--  <^1'  this  citw  To  give 
anything  like  a  complete  history  of  the  term  of 
service  of  these  ixiiresenlatives  of  Albanv,  would  in- 
clude a  longer  and  more  extended  account  of  the 
Militia  f'f  the  State  than  we  are  at  lit)erty  to  give. 

Major-General  lohn  G.  Farnswijrth,  reccntl)' 
Adjutant-General,  who,  i»rior  to  the  Civil  War, 
was  a  private  in  Company  B,  7''ith  Regiment  N.  G., 
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S,  N.  Y.,  April  14,  1862,  became  Captain  and 
Assistant  Quartermaster  U.  S.  V.  In  the  following 
July  he  was  made  Chief  Quartermaster,  4th  Army 
Corps.  August,  1S63,  he  was  made  Inspector  in 
Quartermaster's  Department,  West  Virginia,  with 
local  rank  of  Colonel,  ant!  was  honorably  dis- 
charged October  23,  1865,  with  the  honorary  title 
of  Brevet-Colonel  U.  S.  V.  In  1868,  he  was  made 
Colonel  loth  Regiment  N.  G.,  S.  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
tained this  i)osiLion  until  1871,  when  he  resigned. 
He  became  Adjutant-General  January  i,  1S83. 
General  Farnsworth  was  ably  assisted  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  department  by  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Generals  Colonel  John  S.  i\IcEwan,  Colonel  j.  R 
Stonehouse  and  Colonel  Frederick  Phisterer. 

Third  Division  N.  G.,  S.  N.  Y.— The  State  Mi- 
litia is  divided  into  divisions,  these  subdivided  into 
brigades,  regiments,  battalions  aud  companies. 
The  Albany  portion  of  the  National  Guard  since 
1846  has  been  enrolled  in  the  Third  Division, 
which  from  1846  to  1881  comprised  the  Ninth, 
Tenth,  Flcventh  and  Twelfth  Brigades.  The 
Ninth  Brigade  included  the  military  forces  of  Al- 
bany, which  froin.1861  to  1S75,  beside  infixntry 
com{)anics,  comjjrised  tv.'o  cavalrj-  companies  and 
one  battery  of  artillery.  The  Ninth  Brigade  for 
many  years  was  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  John  F.  Rathbone,  of  this  city.  He  was 
succeeded  in  1S67  by  David  J\I.  Woodhall,  who 
remained  in  command  until  1877.  J.  S.  Dicke- 
man,  Frederick  Townseiid,  and  T.  FJlery  Lord 
were,  in  the  order  named,  in  command  of  the  Ninth 
Brigade  until  1S81,  when  the  Ninth  became  the 
Fifth  Brigade. 

The  Third  Division,  under  the  reorganization  of 
the  Militia  in  18S1,  was  maile  to  include  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  I'rigades  and  Fourth  Battery  of  Artillery. 
This  Di\  isioii  is  now  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Joseph  B.  C^arr,  with  headquarters  at  Troy. 

I'liE  Fifth  Brigade,  as  at  present  organized,  was 
created  in  1S81,  and  now  includes  the  I'enth  Bat- 
talion and  thirteen  sci^irate  companies.  It  is  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Robert  Shaw  Oliver, 
who  in  1864  was  Second  Lieutenant  5th  Mass.  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry;  in  1866,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Infantry; 
and  in  1869,  Captain  Sth  U.  S.  Cavalry.  In  the  Na- 
tional Guards  of  this  State  he  has  been  Colonel  10th 
Regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-Gener;d  of  lirigade,  and  Inspector-General. 
The  staff  of  the  Nuith  Brigade  is  composed  of 
Colonel  Frederick  riustcrer,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General;  Major  IviclKud  V.  Lockley,  Brigade  In- 
spector; Major  Jacob  11.  'I'remper,  Jr.,  Fngineer; 
Major  Albert  iloysradt.  Judge- Advocate;  Major 
Samuel  B.  Ward,  Brigade  Surgeon;  William  Omar 
V.  Sage.  Ordnance  Office;  IMajor  Le  (irand  C. 
Tibbctts,  Quartermaster;  and  Major  Henry  F. 
Allen,  Coiaini.isaiy  of  Subsi^li,in.e. 

TiiK  I'wKNrv-Fin  u  i\  fu^iMi'.M-  was  orgaui/ed  in 
1847.  The  first  Coh:>nel  was  Edward  Frisby.  In 
1857  he  was  succeeded  by  J.  W.  Ilarcourt.  From 
185S  to  i860,  E.  J.  Laiibing  »,vas  Colonel  of  this 
regiment.  The  first  call  for  troops  for  the  Civil 
War,  1 8'') I,  was  responded  to  by  the  25th  Regi- 
ment, then  under  command  of  Colonel  Michael  K. 


Bryan,    James    Swift,     Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
David  Friedlander,   Major.      In   1861,  with  575 
men,  it  proceeded  to  Washington,  and  for  three 
months  served  in  the  defence  of  that  city,  and  dur- 
i  ing  its  term  of  service  built  Fort  Albany.  The 
I  companies  which  accompanied  Uie  regiment  were: 
i  Albany  Republican  Artillery,  Company  A,  Captain 
I  J,  Fre'dendall;  IMontgomery  Guards,  Company  B, 
'  Captain  T.  McDermott;  Wordi  Guards,  Company 
;  C,  Captain  John  Gray;  City  Volunteers,  Company 
I  D,   Captain    Y.    Marshall;    Albany  Washington 
'  Light  Infantry,  Company  E,  Captain  J.  J.  Huber: 
1  McGraw  Guards,  Company  F,  Captain  '\\.  Mc- 
1  Graw;  Albany  Emmet  Guards,  Compan\  (;.  Cap- 
I  tain  Henry  MuIhoUand;  Garde  Lafayette,  Company 
H,  Captain  Godfrey;  Albany  Washington  Rifles, 
Company  L,  Captain  F.  Niewdorf;  Albany  ]>ur- 
gess  Corps,  Company  R,  Cajjtain  Hale  Kingsley. 

After  its  term  of  service  was  completed,  it  re- 
turned to  Albany,  but  was  again  mustered  in  the 
United  States' service  f(jr  three  months,  May,  31, 
1862,  and  ordered  to  Sulfolk,  \'irginia,  where  it 
!  remained  during  its  period  of  enlistment,  and 
[  there  completed  its  active  service  during  the  Re- 
bellion. 

Colonel  Michael  K.  Bryan,  after  the  return  of 
his  regiment,  was  instrumental  in  raising  the  175th 
Regiment,  N.  Y.  V.,  and  in  1S62  accompanied  it 
to  the  field  as  its  first  cot7imanding  officer.  He 
was  a  courageous  and  intrepid  leader,  and  while 
gallantly  leading  his  command  a-t  the  battle  of 
Port  Hudson,  was  mortall)'  wounded,  and  died  on 
the  field  at  the  head  of  his  command.     For  nearly 
1  a  quarter  of  a  century  Colonel  Bryan  had  taken 
1  an  active  interest  in  the  military  organizations  of 
j  this  city,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  gentle- 
man and  a  brave  and  worthy  .soldier. 

Colonel  Bryan  was  succeeded  as  Colonel  of  the 
25th  by  James  Swift,  who  was  followed,  in  1864, 
by  Walter  S.  Church,  who  remained  in  command 
four  years.  D.  Friedlander,  F.  Andes,  M.  J.  Sev- 
erance, in  the  order  named,  were  the  commanders 
of  this  regiment,  until  it  was  mustered  out  in 
iSSj. 

Thf,  Seventv-Sixth  Rkgi.mknt  was  formed  in  1  856. 
Its  first  Colonel  was  Frederick  Townsend,  who  was 
j  succeeded  in  command,  in  1857,  by  R.  C.  Beniley, 
I  who  remainc^l  its  Colonel  until  it  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  in  i860,  at  which  time  it  -ams 
I  composed  of  se\ en  conijiLinies:  Washington  (  un- 
]  tincutals,  Carroll  Corps,  Jackson  Guards,  Mai  ion 
!  Rifles,  Union  Artillery,  Albany  Washington  Ritles, 
j  and  Lafayette  Guards.    Of  the  above  companic;^, 
j  two  are  still  in  existence,  the  \\  ashington  Conti- 
nentals and  the  Albany  Washington  Riilcs. 
i      The  companies  of  both  the  25th  and  76th  Regi- 
j  ments  were  known  by  independent  names  and 
ci Uiiinui'd  ui  disiintiive  uniioi ui.^.      The  dre>-s 

I  of  the  rillcinan,  with  its  green  trimmings,  was  to 
i  be  seen  side  by  side  with  the  red  of  the  artillery, 
1  yellow  of  the  cavalry,  red  coats  of  the  British,  white 
of  the  Austrian,  and  Scotchmen  in  kilts  and  bare 
j  legs,  were  parts  of  tlie  same  regiment. 
!  Thk  Tenth  Rf.gimi  n r  was  tormed  in  i860.  Col. 
!  Ira  W.  Ainsworth,  who  was  instrumental  in  organ- 
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izing  it,  was  its  first  commander.  Three  times  did 
it  volunteer  its  service  to  the  genera!  Government, 
but  it  was  not  accepted  till  September  2,  1862. 
At  this  time  it  contained  ten  companies:  Companv 
A,  commanded  b}-  L.  U.  Lennox;  Company  B, 
under  Captain  Charles  E.  Davis;  Company  C, 
under  Captain  Stephen  Bronk;  Company  L\  under 
Captain  jamcs  Dodds:  Comp:\ny  E,  under  Cai)tain 
James  AIcFarlane;  Company  F,  under  Captain  R. 
Harris;  Company  G,  under  Captain  Morgan  L. 
Filkins;  Company  II,  under  Captain  Harmon  N. 
Merriman;  Company  I,  under  Captain  Edward 
H.  Tomlinson,  and  Company  K,  under  \A'illiam 
H.  Brandenburgh. 

It  entered  the  United  States  service  for  nine 
months,  and  was  assigned  to  General  Banks'  divi- 
sion as  the  177111  Regiment  of  N.  Y.  V.  Sailing 
from  New  York  Cit_v  in  1862,  to  New  Orleans,  to 
take  part  in  the  campaign  of  the  Gulf,  on  its  ar- 
rival there  it  was  assigned  as  one  of  the  out- 
posts of  the  defenses  to  that  city,  serving  in  that 
position  until  March,  when  the  campaign  in  Lou- 
isiana was  commenced.  It  served  with  the  3d 
Brigade,  2d  Division  19th  Corps,  on  the  Amite 
River,  and  participated  in  the  campaigns  from  New 
Orleans  to  Port  Hudson;  at  the  latter  place  it  was 
actively  engaged  during  the  entire  siege,  taking 
part  in  the  batdes  of  I\lay  27th  and  29th,  which 
resulted  in  the  surrender  of  the  fort  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  INIississippi  River.  The  lolh  Ivegiment 
returned  to  Albany  in  September,  1S63.  During  its 
term  of  service  it  lost  nearly  200  men. 

The  different  Colonels  of  the  loth  Regiment,  in 
the  order  of  their  service,  are  as  follows:  Ira  W. 
Ainsworth,  Frank  Chambcrlin,  D.  M.  Woodhall, 
L.  U.  Lennox,  John  G.  Farnsworth,  Daniel  S.  Ben- 
ton, John  Burns,  Robert  Shaw  Oliver,  Amasa  J. 
Parker,  Jr.,  and  John  D.  Brooks. 

In  1864,  considerable  interest  was  taken  in  per- 
fecting and  strengthening  the  loth  and  25th  Regi- 
ments, wliicli  resulted  in  making  them  military 
organizations  which,  for  drill,  discipline  and  aji- 
pearancc,  continued  the  pride  of  the  city  as  long  as 
they  remained  in  the  National  Guard. 

A  general  reduction  of  the  mililary  forces  of  the 
State,  in  1881,  resulted  in  the  disbandment  of  the 
loth  and  25th  R(;giments,  and  the  lOth  Battalion 
of  four  companies  was  organized  out  ul  the  dis- 
banded forces. 

The  Tknth  Bativm  ion  ?ince  its  organiz;ilion  has 
been  commanded  by  Licutenant,-(.'olonol  Wdliam 
E.  Fitch.  Mr.  fitch  \v,\s  a  member  ol  Company 
E,  loth  Regiment,  'vhen  it  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service  as  the  177th  N.Y.V.  Me  remained 
with  this  regiment  du'  ing  its  entire  period  of  ser- 
vice, and  was  h<,inorably  dischaiged  with  the  State 
brevet  of  Second  Lieutenant.  N.  Y.  I\Ir.  I'itdi 
has  for  many  years  taken  \\;x\\\\  and  active  intLiest 
in  military  matters,  and  held  lUiiiy  positions  in  th.e 
National  Guard.  The  Siaif  Otticers  of  the  loth 
Battalion  are:  Fiisi  Licuienanl  Norton  Chase,  Ad- 
jutant; P'irst  Lieutenant  Howard  Jiatchelder,  Quar- 
termaster; Major  Lewis  I'alch,  Surgeon;  (7a|)tain 
Charles  H.  (iau.s,  Inspector  of  Ritie  Practice. 
The  Tenth  Battalion  is  composed  of  Companies 


A,  B,  C  and  D,  which  were  formerl}-  connected 
with  the  lolh  Regiment.  Company  A  is  com- 
manded by  Captain  John  H.  Reynolds;  armory,  80 
State  street.  Company  B  is  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Horauo  P.  Stacpole;  armory,  no  State  street. 
Company  C  is  commanded  by  Captain  James  L. 
Hyatt;  armory.  State  Arsenal.  Company  D  is  com- 
manded by  Captain  Edgar  V.  Denison;  armory. 
State  Arsenal. 

Company  A  was  organized  as  an  independent 
company  about  fane  7,  i860,  and  is  known  as  the 
Albany  Zouave  Cadets.  It  was  joined  to  the  Na- 
tional Guard  December  29,  i860,  as  a  part  of  the 
loth  Regiment.  It  accompanied  that  regiment 
during  its  period  of  enlistment  during  the  Civil  War, 
a  description  of  which  service  is  elsewhere  given. 
It  was  in  the  service  of  the  State  in  1S65  in  th.e 
Anti-rent  War,  and  in  July,  1877,  during  the  rail- 
road strikes  at  West  .Albany.  During  the  Civil 
War  this  company  furnished  nearly  seventy-five 
commissioned  oflicers.  An  Old  Guard,  composed 
of  honorably  retired  members,  was  organized  in 
1883,  and  now  numbers  many  members. 

Company  B,  known  as  the  Washington  Conti- 
nentals, was  organized  as  an  independent  conijiany 
July  4,  1854.  August  28,  1856,  it  joined  the  State 
■Militia,  a  company  of  light  artillery,  anrl  was  at- 
tached to  the  76th  Regiment.  December  26,  i8^)0, 
it  was  assigned  to  the  29th  Regiment,  and  a  few 
days  after  became  the.  nucleus  and  Company  B  of 
the  loth  Regiment,  and  remained  with  the  latter 
until  it  was  mustered  out  of  service.  Company 
B  furnished  the  United  States  during  the  rebellion 
with  sixty  commissioned  officers. 

Third  Division  Rivi.e  Asson.vnox. — In  1873,  the 
loth  Regiment,  National  Guard,  organized  a  Ritie 
Association  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  rifh; 
range  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  the  National 
Guard.  Subsequently,  in  1S75,  gave  up  its  or- 
ganization and  was  succeeded  by  the  'I'hird  Division 
Rifle  Association.  This  association,  composed  of 
amateur  and  military  ritlcmen,  secured  a  plot  of 
ground  at  the  Center,  about  eight  miles  from  Al- 
bany on  the  line  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad, 
and  spent  several  hundred  dollars  in  clearing  the 
place  and  putting  it  in  shape  for  the  erection  of  the 
butts  for  the  accommodation  uf  targets.  Its  dis- 
tance iVoni  the  city  and  the  time  rc(;uired  to  reach 
the  Grounds,  led  to  its  ai 'and< 'iiment  bef-ire  anv 
targets  had  been  jmt  up. 

In  1877,  ground  was  leased  in  the  town  of 
Grecnbush,  Rensselaer  County, on  the  Genet  Farm, 
and  the  range  kno\in  as  Grand  ^'iew  was  laid  out 
and  completed.  It  was  opened  in  the  spring  of 
1878.  This  range  was  used  until  June,  1S80,  when 
the  lease  of  the  ground  having  expired,  and  the  de- 
mand for  a  range  more  accessible  reriniivd  it?  re- 
moval, the  targets  and  otiter  aj  ])urten.'.nc<;,-  w>;n" 
lenioved  to  a  place  about  a  mile  above  Lath  on  the 
Hudson,  and  the  new  range,  known  as  Renssclaer- 
wyck,  was  formally  opened.  This  being  on  the  line 
of  the  railroad,  easily  readied  at  any  b.our  of  the 
day,  lias  become  quite  p' :pular.  At  present  there 
I  are  four  targets  used  up  to  diree  hundred  vards, 
I  and  three  targets  from  four  hundred  to  six  hundred 
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yards.  The  National  Guard  in  this  vicinity  use  it 
for  their  class  practice  during  the  summer,  \\hile 
the  amateur  rillcmen  use  it  the  year  round. 

The  practice  at  the  Rensselacrwyck  range  has  I 
developed  many  first-class  marksmen,  some  of 
whom  have  acliieved  a  national  reputation,  and 
from  the  e.\celleiice  of  the  scores  made  there,  are 
known  to  the  shooting  fraternity  of  the  United 
States. 

The  principal  event  of  the  year  is  the  foil  meet- 
ing, which  usually  takes  place  in  Octolier  of  each 
year.  At  that  time,  representatives  from  all  the 
military  organizations  assenrble  and  compete  for  a 
prize  offered  by  the  State  of  New  York.  The  or- 
ganizations from  this  city  have  uniforndy  been  suc- 
cessful in  these  contests,  probably  on  account  of 
their  being  able  to  practice  more  frequently  and 
their  belter  knowledge  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
range. 

The  Third  Division  Rille  Association  numbers 
about  175  members.  The  officers  are  Colonel 
Amasa  J. Parker,  Jr.,  President;  Lieutenant  Charles 
H.  Gaus,  Vice-President:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wm. 

E.  Fitch,  Secretary;  and  Joseph  N.  jMcDonaltl, 
Treasurer. 

Albany  Rui.k  Association  was  organized  in 
1885  and  contains  about  38  members.  J.  W. 
Freshknecht  is  President.  lis  range  is  situated  at 
the  Abbey,  about  three  miles  from  the  city.  Rooms, 
No.  69  South  Pearl  street. 

GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  RErCBLIC. 

The  idea  of  fjrming  a  society  of  the  surviving 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Union  Armv  wliich 
served  in  the  late  Civil  War,  originated  widi  Dr.  B. 

F.  Stephenson  of  Springfield,  Illinois.  The  first 
post  was  organized  April  6.  1866,  at  Decatur,  Illi- 
nois. The  lirst  attempt  at  oiganizaliun  in  New 
York  State  was  made  in  December,  1867,  Post  No. 
1  being  started  in  Rochester.  Among  those  chief- 
ly instrumental  in  introducing  the  order  in  this 
State  were  General  Jiarnum,  Geo.  F.  Hooper,  John 
Palmer,  and  Edward  Cole.  The  first  Commander  1 
of  the  New  York  State  Dcpartmeiil  was  General  Mc- 
Ke.m.  The  Department  (.'ommandeis  since  have 
been  General  Sickles,  Colonel  I-,ansing,  Cienerals  |. 
C.  RobinscMi,  Parnum,  Stephen  P.  Corliss,  Jardine, 
John  Palmer,  Rog(MS,  Tanner,  McUuade,  Coe. 
^'ouug,  Merritt,  J.  S.  Eraser,  Reynold  Hedges, 
and  H.  CI.'U-  Hall.  01  the  above  list  the  name  of 
Corliss,  Palmer  and  Young,  rejiresent  Albanians 
who  have  been  especially  prominent  in  Ci.  A.  R. 
circles.  Poth  Palmer  and  Young  are  charter  mem- 
bers of  Post  5  of  this  city,  the  former  of  whom 
was  at  one  lime  Past  Smior  Vice-Comnvander-in- 
Chief,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  zealous 
workers  in  the  organization.  ■ 

Lkw  PtNrnuT  Post,  No.  5.  'J'lu.-  surviving 
veterans  of  the  war  in  this  city  were  among  the 
first  in  the  State  to  take  an  interest  in  advanc- 
ing the  order,  forming  Lew  Ponedict  Post,  No.  5, 
the  fifth  estabhshed  in  this  State,  which  was  organ- 
ized January  30,  1867.  The  first  ilepartment  con- 
ventions Vv  crc  held  in  the  rooms  of  this  post,  corner 


Green  and  Slate  streets  in  Deceml;er,  1867,  when 
General  Daniel  E.  Sickles  was  elected  CouiTuander 
and  James  L.  Fanly,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of 
I  the  State. 

It  was  named  in  honor  of  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Lewis  Jienedict.  Mr.  Benedict  was  born 
in  Albany,  September  2,  18 17.  He  was  a  lawyer 
by  profession, and  stood  deservedly  high  among  the 
legal  fraternity  of  Albany.  In  early  life  he  took 
much  interest  in  military  matters,  and  in  1847  '^^'^^ 
made  Judge  Advocate-General,  on  the  Staff  of 
Governor  Young,  and  held  ihe  same  posidon  in 
1849,  under  Governor  P'ish.  In  1S61,  he  was 
made  Lieutenant-Colonel  SecontI  Fire  Zouaves 
and  accompanied  his  regiment  in  several  engage- 
ments. He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of 
Williamsburgh,  but  was  shortly  after  released.  Sep- 
tember 30,  1862,  he  was  made  Colonel  of  the 
i62d  Regiment,  N.  Y.  V.,  and  served  gallantly 
with  his  regiment  in  numerous  engagements,  till  he 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Flill,  April  9, 
1864,  where  his  bravery  and  soldierly  c[ualities 
received  the  Irghest  encomiums  from  his  superiors. 
His  title  ofBrevet  Brigadier-General  was  gained  by 
gallant  conduct  at  tiic  battle  of  Port  Huilson.  'I'he 
Grand  Army  Post  named  in  his  honor  was  among 
the  lirst  organized  in  this  State,  and  has  always 
taken  a  high  rank  among  the  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
I'he  first  Commander  was  ^Morgan  L.  Filkins.  The 
following  have  been  at  different  periods  Command- 
ers of  Post  5:  John  Palmer,  E.  A.  Ludwig,  C.  H, 
Zeilman,  William  Blassie,  C.  C.  Shaw,  R.  H.  Mc- 
Cormick,  T.  C.  Rowe,  Jacob  R.  Tei  v.illiger,  jNIoscs 
Stern  and  N.  S.  INIcOraber,  the  latter  of  whom  is 
the  present  commander.  One  of  the  most  com- 
mendable features  of  this  Po^t  is  the  eflbrts 
that  have  been  put  forward  toward  aiding  sick 
and  disabled  comrades,  and  in  assisting  widcnvs 
and  orphans  of  deceased  soldiers.  ?»Iore  than 
$3,300,000  have  been  expended  by  Post  5  in 
charities,  and  it  is  the  only  p^ist  in  the  city  that 
j)ays  weekly  benefits  to  its  sick  members.  From 
Post  5,  Posts  Nos.  121  and  63  rif  this  City,  and  one 
!  in  New  Baltimore,  have  been  organized.  On  the 
roll  t>f  membership  lli'.re  are  at  present  over  400 
members,  while  over  1,400  ineurbcrs  have  joined 
it  since  its  organization.  It  li;is  been  represented 
in  the  State  Department  of  \\v  G.  A.  R.,  besides 
those  already  mentioned,  by  \^'iili;tm  Blasie  and 
^ViIlialn  H.  ■i't.rrell,  both  ol  wheui  at  different 
jieriods  have  been  Ass.islai.1  Adjutant-Genera!. 
Connected  with  P  i-t  5  is  the  l.ew  Benedict  Re- 
lief L-'orps  No.  44,  organized  in  1885,  and  at  pres- 
ent composed  of  Oo  ladies,  the  object,  of  which 
associition  is  to  assist  the  Post  in  works  of 
idiarity. 

For  man)  years  it  has  been  noted  fvjr  the  cx- 
'  r.  Ilencc  (4'  its  so.:;,;!  (.ntertainir.eMs,  and  espe- 
cially for  it:s  !'"ield  IX  ys,  Ironi  which  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  realized,  lleadquaricrs  of  the 
Pobt  are  situated  at  (hand  Army  Hall,  corner 
Green  and  B.-a\er  streets. 

Lkwis  0.  IMoRRis  Post,  No.  121,  was  organized 
August  21,  1870,  and  was  the  .mcoikI  post  formed 
in  this  city.      It  was  named  alter  Lewis  Owen 
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Morris,  who  was  born  at  Albany,  August  14,  1824. 
In  1847  lie  received  the  commission  of  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  First  Artillery  of  the  regular 
army,  in  which  he  remained  until  1S54,  serving  in 
the  Ivlexican  War,  at  the  close  of  which  he  was 
offered  a  brevet  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  he 
declined.  In  1861  lie  was  stationed  in  command 
of  Fort  Erown,  Texas.  At  diis  time  the  Federal 
officers  and  soldiers  in  this  State  were  joining  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  and  his  conipan}-  was  the 
only  one  which  refused  to  turn  over  the  property 
of  the  Government  to  die  rebels.  In  1862  he  be- 
came Colonel  113th  N.  Y.  S.  v.,  an  Albany  County 
regiment,  which  subsequently  was  changed  to 
7th  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.  Artillery.  In  every 
position  where  duty  called,  Colonel  Morris  showed 
himself  to  be  a  brave  and  courageous  officer. 
He  was  killed  at  the  BatUe  of  Cold  Harbor, 
June  3,  1864.  Colonel  iNIorris  was  a  worthy  son 
of  a  sturdy  line  of  [latriots,  his  father  being  killed 
in  the  Mexican  War,  while  his  grandfather  was 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. 

Post  121  is  a  strong  and  efficient  organization, 
numbering  June  30,  1885,  319  members.  It  has 
an  auxiliary  order,  called  the  Women's  Relief 
Corps  No.  45,  numbering  50  lady  workers,  who 
assist  the  Post  in  all  charitable  enterprises.  I'lie 
first  Commander  of  the  Post  was  George  H.  Tread- 
well.  At  different  pcriotls  the  following  gentle- 
men have  held  this  position  :  S.  P.  Corliss,  Martin 
Harens,  S.  F.  15usham,  C.  R.  Jk-cker,  G.  Mcl'^ar- 
land  and  Y,.  A.  Coon.  The  present  Commander  is 
George  H.  Tieadwe]l,who  has  held  this  oflice  con- 
tinuously since  1878. 

In  1876  and  1877,  Post  121  was  greaUy  reduced 
financially,  and  in  numbers,  owing  to  the  large  sums 
of  money  it  had  expended  in  assisting  sick  and 
disabled  members.  Durmg  this  period,  and  sid")se- 
quently,  the  I'ost  was  much  indebted  to  the  per- 
sonal efforts  of  Commander  Treadwell,  who  so 
successfully  managed  its  affairs,  that  to-day  the 
Post  is  out  of  debt,  owns  much  valuable  personal 
property,  and  stands  very  high  in  the  esUmation  of 
the  State  Deparlment.  About  125  of  its  members 
are  uniformed.  Post  headquarters  are  located  ai 
480  Proadway. 

Georce  S.  Dawson  Post,  No.  63. — This  Post 
was  organized  November  25,  US75,  with  about  40 
members,  ar.d  was  named  aficr  Major  George  S. 
Dawson,  who  was  born  in  Rochester,  November  7, 
1838.  For  a  fe  .v  months  preceding  the  fall  of  l'"ort 
Sumter  he  was  a  member  of  Comj)any  B  of  the 
loth  Battalion.  Novemlier  6,  1S61,  he  became 
First  Lieuienant  of  Coni|)any  F,  2d  Regiment 
N.  Y.  S.  Volunteer  Artillery.  February,  1862,  he 
was  prnmoteil  In  i  :i(1.tiii.  J!e  died  i:;  .VII' luy 
December  6,  i!^C>v,  Irom  the  eilV-cls  oi'  a  vAoiind  rr-  ! 
ceived  before  Pelersburg  June  16,  1S65.  During 
his  term  of  service  he  distinguished  himself  as  a 
brave  and  efficient  S'lldicr. 

The  first  Commander  of  Post  63  was  Charles  D. 
Rathbonc,  since  whom  F.  D.  Ronaii,  Clarence 
Corning.  Edward  IMct^ammon,  Angus  IMcD.  Shoe- 
maker, and  R.  C.  Folger  have  held  the  position 


of  Post  Commander.  The  present  Commander 
is  Frederick  McCammon.  I'lie  Post  numtiers  82 
members,  with  headcjuarters  at  the  Armory,  No. 
480  Broadway. 

Other  AssociATio.N's  ok  the  Gkanu  Army  of  the 
Republic. — Besides  the  three  G.  A.  R.  Posts  in 
this  city,  there  are  two  other  military  associations 
in  Albany  composctl  of  soldiers  and  sailors  who 
served  in  the  late  Civil  War.  One  is  called  the 
F!x-Prisoners  of  \\'ar  Association,  and  the  other 
the  SevenUi  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery  Associa- 
tion. 

The  Ex-Pkisoners  of  War  Associatiox  was  or- 
ganized in  this  city  in  December,  1S79,  and  is 
composed  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  Albany 
County  who  were  confined  as  prisoners  of  war  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion,  and  at  present  has  a  member- 
ship of  200,  representing  ex-prisoners  from  the  rebel 
prisons  of  Andersonville,  Bellisle,  Libby,  INIillers, 
Florence,  Salisbury  and  Camp  Ford.  I'he  objects 
of  the  association  arc  to  assist  indigent  ex-prisoners 
of  war  and  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  law  granting 
an  additional  pension  to  all  who  in  the  service  of 
their  country  were  forced  to  endure  the  hardships 
of  the  rebel  prisons. 

There  are  a  State  and  National  Order  of  this 
Association,  the  Stale  Association  numbering  3,000 
members,  and  the  National  7,000.  C.  C.  Shanklin 
is  President  of  tlie  National  Association. 

Meetings  of  the  Albany  Association  are  held 
quarterly,  at  480  Broadway.  The  present  officers 
are  Angus  I\IcD.  Shoemaker,  President;  Eewis  H. 
Stremplc,  Secretary;  and  C.  Schurr,  Treasurer. 

The  7th  Regiment  FIeavv  Aktillery  Associa- 
tion was  organized  in  iSSi,  and  is  composed  of 
the  surviving  members  of  the  7th  Regiment, 
N.Y.S.  v., wdiich  participated  in  most  of  the  great 
battles  of  the  Rebellion,  and  was  largely  ciimpo.sei.1 
of  Albany  County  soldiers.  It  numbers  aI)out  2co 
members.  jMeetings  are  held  annually,  the  main 
ol»ject  being  social  intercourse.  The  present  offi- 
cers are  George  H.  Treadwell,  I'resiilent;  David 
Caswell,  Secretary;  and  Angus  McD.  Shoemaker, 
Treasurer. 

Sons  of  Veterans. — The  Order  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  is  conq:)osed  of  the  sons  of  the  soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines  who  aided  in  suppressing  the 
Rebellion.  The  object  is  to  keep  alive  and  per- 
petuate the  laeniorv  of  the  defenders  of  the  Union, 
and  to  preserve  a  spirit  of  loyalty  and  allegiance  to 
the  United  Stales. 

There  are  30  Posts  in  different  parts  of  diis  Stale, 
and  of  these,  Frederick  Townsend  Post  No.  i, of  this 
city,  is  tlie  largest  in  membership,  and  takes  high 
rank  for  efficiency  of  organization.  It  has  140 
members,  fully  uniformed,  a  drum  and  fife  corps  (.if 
CO.  aiul  a  -ici:  did)      10  meml'ias. 

The  j>rescp.t  oOicers  arc  James  F.  .McCalie, 
Commander;  Joseph  C.  McClellan,  Adjutant;  and 
Edward  Fay,  Quartermaster. 

Besides  Frederick  Townsend  Post,  diere  are  two 
others,  James  M.  Warner  Post  No.  30.  and  Wni. 
H.  Russell,  Jr.,  Post  No.  25,  the  former  fieing 
commanded  by  D.  .S.  Harrigan,  and  the  latter  by 
R.  S.  Cunningham. 
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IN  DEPE  N  mKY  C0]\1  PAN  I ES. 

From  the  very  earliest  period  of  the  settlement  of 
Beverwyck  to  tlie  present  time,  the  citizens  of 
Albany  have  had  many  causes  to  kindle  their  mili- 
tary spirit,  and  to  keep  alive  an  excusable  pride  in 
their  military  organizations.  In  the  history  of  the 
early  wars  this  has  been  shown. 

From  the  untrained,  uncouth  and  burlesque 
soldiers  who  maneuvered  on  the  old  AVashington 
Parade  Ground,  in  a  later  period  came  many  a 
patriot  who  subsequently  served  his  country  with 
fidelity  and  distinction,  during  the  War  witli  Mexico, 
under  Worth,  Scott  and  Taylor,  and  later  still,  on 
the  stubbornly  fought  fields  of  the  Civil  War.  'bhe 
un-uniformed  militia  of  half  a  century  ago  did  much 
to  encourage  the  organization  of  regularly  enlisted 
bodies  of  citizen  soldiery. 

lndej)endent  companies  offered  a  field  wherein 
martial  anil)ition  could  be  gratified.  To  this  state 
of  feeling  the  Purgessos  Corps,  Washington  Conti- 
nentals, and  a  few  other  military  companies  maybe 
said  to  owe  their  origin.  Into  such,  young  men 
have  flocked  to  learn  the  arts  of  war. 

But  the  present  excellent  condition  of  the  inde- 
pendent companies  which  now  exist,  in  this  city 
more  especially,  can  be  attributed  to  the  state  of 
feeling  which  existed  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War. 
Then  an  immense  army  of  trained  soldiers,  who, 
on  their  discharge,  returned  to  their  homes  to  re- 
sume their  peaceful  occupations,  still  kept  the  fire 
of  patriotism  burning  in  their  breasts.  They  had 
become  eilucated  in  the  life  of  a  soldier  on  the 
tented  field,  and  almost  irresistibly  their  thoughts 
reverted  to  scenes  of  camp  life,  its  trials  and 
its  y)leasures,  whenever  they  saw  a  parade  or 
heard  the  strains  of  martial  music.  They  natur- 
ally drifted  in  the  military  organizations  which  then 
existed  or  have  since  been  organized.  It  was  chiefly 
the  infusion  of  this  new  influence  which  has  raised 
to  such  a  high  standard  of  excellence  the  present 
military  organizations  of  Albany. 

Alhany  Bi:k(;ksses  Coki'.s. — The  Albany  Bin-- 
gesses  Corps  was  organized  on  October  8,  1833,  at 
No.  28  Maiden  lane,  and  derives  its  name  P>ur- 
gesses — i.e.,  Citizens — in  honor  of  the  original  gov- 
ernors of  Albany. 

The  first  militory  officers  were:  Captain,  John 
O.  Cole;  l''irst  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Baycux;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  John  Shorts;  'J'hird  Lieutenant, 
George  Vance,  Jr.;  Ensign.  Henry  C.  Southwick; 
Orderly,  John  Osborne.  The  first  civic  officers 
were:  President,  Parker  Sargent;  Vice-President, 
Wynant  Cianncll;  Secretary,  George  'Lrumbull; 
Treasurer,  Joseph  Chalterson. 

The  first  parade  was  made  July  4,  1834,  with  4S 
muskets  and  5  officers.  On  July  25,  1834,  the 
Corps  assistCil  in  tin;  idrrhli^Iit  <.il);.e..jui(  a  of  (.<cii- 
eral  Lafayette.  I  he  pall-b(;aiers  were  the  revolu- 
tionary coin])anion:-.  of  General  Lafayette,  being 
Gregory,  Wan  Rensselaer,  Van  Alstyne,  Hilton 
Winne,  Rockinan,  Russell  and  Slichl.  The 
Vorktown  ordnance,  12  pounders,  capiurcd  by 
Lafayette,  was  in  the  procession.  The  first  anni- 
versary of  the  corps  was  celebrated  by  an  excur- 


sion to  the  L^'nited  States  Arsenal  at  Walervliet  and 
Troy.  Subse(|uently,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
the  Lafayette  Guards  of  New  York  were  received 
and  escorted  to  Cook's  Garden,  on  State  street, 
where  they  encamped  and  were  entertained,  leav- 
ing the  next  day  for  Saratoga,  this  interchange  of 
military  courtesy  being  the  first  time  in  which  the 
Corps  had  an  opportunity  to  show  its  hospitality. 
It  was  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  Chapter  304,  Laws  of  1834. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  1S35,  the  Philadelphia  Na- 
tional Grays  and  'i'onipkins'  Pdues,  of  New  York, 
were  received,  and,  with  the  Corps,  were  reviewed 
by  Vice-President  Martin  Van  Buren.  On  the 
14th  of  September  the  Alonroe  Blues,  of  New  York, 
visited  Albany,  and  were  received  and  entertained 
by  the  Corps. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1836,  the  Corps  gave 
its  first  ball  in  Slanwix  Hall,  which  had  just  been 
erected,  and  continued  at  the  same  place  on  each 
recurring  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Washington 
until  1848;  afterwards  at  Knickerbocker,  Van 
Vechten  and  Bleecker  Malls,  the  Dclavan  House 
and  Tweddle  and  IMartin  Halls. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1836  the  Corps  made  its  first 
extended  trip,  consuming  ten  days  of  time,  and 
visited  New  York,  Brooklyn  and  Philadelphia,  and 
were  all  along  the  line  received  with  free-hearted 
and  bountiful  hosj)italities.  In  1837,  the  Cor])s 
escorted  Governor  Marcy  to  Schodack  Centre,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  a  flag;  and  the 
same  year,  in  conjunction  with  the  Troy  Citizens' 
Corps,  visited  Calskill  on  an  excursion. 

On  July  4,  1838,  the  First  Company  of  Phila- 
delphia State  Fenciblcs  were  the  guests  of  the 
Corps.  A  grand  public  dinner  was  tendered  them, 
of  whicli  500  i)artook.  A  reception  to  the  Utica 
Citizens'  Cori)s  was  another  event  during  the  same 
year. 

In  1839,  the  Troy  Citizens'  Corps  were  enter- 
tained and  a  target  excursion  to  Bethlehem  tuok 
place;  and  later,  the  Corps,  with  five  other  com- 
panies from  Alban\-  and  three  from  Troy  marched 
to  the  Helderberg  mountains,  under  command  of 
Alajor  Bloodgood,  to  quell  the  anti-rent  riots, 
which  was  quickly  done,  without  bloodshed,  the 
formidable  appearance  of  the  troops  intimidating 
tin-  rioter.5. 

In  1S40,  a  target  excursiun  was  made  to  >ara- 
log'a  Springs,  and  latei  the  (  "orps  cam])ed  at  ( 'ox- 
sackic,  (joveinor  William  H.  Seward  and  stali  be- 
ing the  gueiits  of  the  company  on  this  occasion. 

In  1 84 1  the  uniform  was  changed  from  l)luc  to 
scarlet  after  a  long  and  lively  debate.  The  Xew 
York  Light  Guard  were  received  and  entertained. 
The  same  year  the  Corps  visited  New  York  as  the 
guests  of  the  Toinjikins'  Blues;  also  participated  in 
the  scioiul  1  h  ici.ibi.ig  W.u',  and  \icre  recenetl 
u])on  their  nMurn  by  Clovcrnor  Seward. 

In  1842  the  Poughkeepsie  Guards  were  received ; 
also  escorted  and  banqueted  I'.agle  Engine  Com- 
pany No.  7. 

In  1843,  the  Corps  visited  Boston,  and  look  part 
in  the  celebration;  attended  the  exercises  upon  tiic 
completion  of  the  Bunker  Ilill  Monument,  and 
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were  highly  spoken  of  by  the  Boston  papers;  also 
made  an  excursion  to  Schenectady.  During  1844 
the  Washington  Phalanx,  of  Boston,  and  the  New- 
ark City  Guards  were  received  ;  a  target  excursion 
was  made  to  Pittsfield,  Mass. ;  acted  as  escort  at 
dedication  of  Albany  Rural  Cemetery;  participated 
in  the  Columbia  Anti-rent  War;  and  buried  Captain 
Thomas  Bayeux,  and  afterwards  erected  a  hand- 
some monument  to  his  memory.  In  1845,  the 
Seventh  Regiment  of  New  York  was  escorted  to 
Carnp  Schuyler  on  the  Troy  road.  Encamped  at 
the  Catskill  Mountain  House  in  1846.  13uring 

1847  escorted  the  remains  of  the  Mexican  War 
veterans — Fields  and  Williams — to  Buffalo.  In 

1848  the  Corps'  armory  was  burned;  received  and 
entertained  Company  H  First  New  York  Volun- 
teers and  the  I^oston  City  Guards.  Saratoga  was 
visited  in  1S49;  In  1850,  New  York,  Boston, 
Providence,  Fall  River,  Lowell  and  Springfield, 
consuming  ten  days.  Guests  of  Boston  City  Guard 
and  Providence  Light  Infantry.  In  1851,  recep- 
tion of  President  INIillard  Fillmore;  and  visited 
Springfield  and  met  Boston  City  Guard.s.  In  1852, 
attended  funeral  of  General  Solomon  Van  Rensse- 
laer; also  accompanied  remains  of  Henry  Clay  to 
Syracuse  ;  escorted  Kossuth;  also  Major-General 
Winfield  Scott;  received  the  Paterson  (N.  J.) 
Blues.  In  1853,  received  the  Providence  Artillery. 
In  1854,  grand  banquet  at  Capitol — twenty-first 
anniversary;  at  funeral  of  Adjutant-General  Tem- 
ple: also  on  guard  under  Sheriff.  In  1855,  first 
meeting  in  Museum,  Building  Armory;  received 
Company  D,  of  Buffalo;  on  guard  under  Sheriff; 
also  visited  Lansingburgh.  In  1856,  paraded  as 
escort  at  dedication  of  Dudley  Observatory.  In 
1857,  escort  at  Inaugural  of  Governor  King;  at- 
tended inauguration  of  President  Buchanan  at 
Washington;  also  Guard  of  Honor  and  escort  at 
funeral  obsequies  of  Governor  William  L.  Marcy; 
also  visited ,  Waterford.  In  1858,  visited  Sara- 
toga; by  invitation  of  C'orjjs,  a  joint  parade  was 
made  in  Albany  of  Utica  Citizens  Corpus,  Troy 
Citizens  Corps  and  A  B  C's,  in  honor  of  defeat  of 
attempt  to  disband  independent  organizations;  re- 
viewed by  Governor  King  and  stalT;  also  visited 
Hudson;  also,  paraded  at  night  on  completion  of 
laying  the  Atlantic  C'aljle.  In  1859  '^e  monu- 
ment to  Captain  Thcnias  P.a_yeux  was  dedicated; 
also  guests  of  Governor  ^lorgan  on  |uly  4th;  also 
received  Fifth  Company  Seventh  Regiment,  N.  W 
S.  M.;  also,  target  excursion  lo  Sarato^;a  Springs: 
also  escorted  Perseverance  Hose  Company  of  Phil- 
adelphia ;  jraradcil  at  Trriy  at  funeral  of  Captain 
Kdward  D.  Blauchard,  of  Troy  Citizens  Corps. 

In  i860,  escort  to  the  Prince  of  Wales;  also 
received  Ellsworth  Zouaves,  of  Chicago,  and  Provi- 
dence Light  Infnni-',-:  r.'-^  -im  Miin.'(!  ■\'^\^  T'-. 
Citizens  Corps  at  C;nn|i  .^^organ,  .'^araloga  Springs, 
and  reviewed  by  Governor  Morgan;  also  on  guard 
under  Sheriff.  In  1 86 1 ,  escort  to  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln;  also  escort  to  Governor  Morgan  at  in- 
auguration. The  Company,  84  rank  and  file,  under 
Captain  Hale  Kingsley.  fully  cquijiped,  at  its  own 
expense,  left  for  the  seat  of  war,  April  30th,  in  res- 
ponse to  first  call  for  troops;  dedication  of  Fort 


Albany  on  Arlington  Heights,  Va. ;  also  paraded 
at  funeral  of  W.^A.  Jackson,  of  A  B  C's,  iSth  N. 
Y.  V.  In  1 86 2  paraded  at  funeral  of  Colonel 
Edward  Frisby  and  Ilarman  Visscher,  of  the  A  P> 
Cs,  and  Colonel  Pratt.  Armory  removed  to 
Bleccker  Flail;  also  escort  to  Fire  Department. 
In  1863  {taraded  at  funerals  of  Colonel  M.  K 
Bryan  and  Captain  Douglas  Lodge.  In  1864,  pa- 
raded at  faneralb  of  Colonels  John  Wilson  and 
James  D.  Visscher,  and  Captain  Robert  Bell,  all  of 
"a  B  C's;  also  presented  a  battle  flag  to  Colonel 
Wilson's  43d  N.  Y.  \.  In  1865,  escort  to  re- 
mains of  President  Abraham  Lincoln;  also  received 
and  entertained  at  armory  the  43d  Regiment,  N. 
Y.  v.,  on  its  return  from  the  war.  In  1866, 
reception  and  Guard  of  Honor  to  President  Jolm- 
son;  also  grand  banquet  at  Congress  Hall.  In 
1867,  grand  charity  ball,  gross  receipts  $2,740; 
also  excursion  to  Newburgh.  In  1868,  L'tica 
Citizens'  Corps,  our  guests;  received  Company  B. 
on  its  return  from  New  Flaven;  also  ball  and  con- 
cert at  Tweddle  Hall.  In  1869,  at  Washington, 
at  inauguration  of  President  U.  S.  Grant;  also  an 
excursion  to  Binghamton,  j)resentiiig  Fire  LJe- 
partment  with  silver  trumpet;  also  funeral  of  !Ma- 
jor-General  John  F^.  Wool;  also  reception  of  7th 
N.  Y.  Regiment.  Old  Guard  of  ABC  was  or- 
ganized September  20th.  In  1870,  excursion  to 
Elmira;  grand  ball  at  opening  of  Martin  Flail; 
also  paraded  at  funeral  of  General  George  H. 
I'homas,  U.  S.  A.,  at  Troy.  In  1871,  at  laying 
of  corner-stone  of  New  Capitol  ;  also  received 
Fountain  Hose  Company  No.  4,  of  Binghamton; 
also  subscribed  $1,000  and  sent  300  blankets  to 
the  relief  of  the  Chicago  sufferers.  In  1872,  ex- 
cursion to  Poughkcepsie;  also  presented  with  a 
silk  flag  by  the  Binghamton  Fire  Deiiartmcnt.  In 
1873,  escort  at  inauguration  of  Ciovernor  John  A. 
Dix;  also  at  Washington  at  second  inauguration 
of  President  I'.  S.  Grant;  also  funeral  escort  of 
Captain  William  H.  Taylor.  In  1874,  excursion 
to  .Syracuse;  also  grand  charity  ball  at  iMartin  Hall; 
net  proceeds  $2,683.  In  1875,  excursion  to 
Hudson;  also,  a  parade  at  Schenectady.  In  1876, 
the  Nation's  Centennial;  made  a  midnight  parade. 
In  1877,  excursion  to  Rochester.  Buffalo  and  Ni- 
agara Falls;  guests  of  Buffalo  City  Guard  ;  also 
Served  six  days  in  Julv  railroad  riots;  also  escorted 
I  Vv'orcestcr  Continentals.  In  1S70,  e:ccursion  to 
j  Utica;  guests  of  Utica  Citizens'  Corps;  also  at 
I  Saratoga  with  O'd  Guard  of  .A  B  C;  also  at  fu- 
j  neral  of  John  O.  Colo.  t!ie  lirst  Captain  of  Corps; 

also  the  Charter  of  Corps  confirmed  by  the  New 
i  York  Legislature.    In  1879,   escort  at  National 
G.  A.  R.  and  Army  of  the  Potomac  celebrations 
at  Albany,  during  which  time  the  Old  Guard  of 
N"-.'  \'i;>rk  nnd  the  Ut'ca  ( "i'i/iT?'  C  irps  v  e:-e  our 
!  guests;  also  escorted  I'o-t  r,  G.  A.  R',  of  Phila- 
I  delphia,  and  Post  i,  G.  A.  R. ,  of  Baltimore;  also 
I  went  on  an  excursion  to  Pittsfield:  also  on  guard 
under  Sheriff;  also  a  grand  ball  in  Martin  Hall,  in 
adjunct  to  the  opening  of  the  New  Capitol.  In 
iSSo,  gave  a  recepti^.n  to  its  own  Old  Guard; 
also  escorted  the  Albany  Fire  Department;  also  at 
funeral  of  S.  S.  II.  Parsons,  for  twenty-five  years 
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President  of  Corps.  In  iS8i,  grand  ten-day  ex- 
cursion to  Binglianiton,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Cleveland,  in'  a  great  special  train  of 
Pullman  cars;  al.so  funeral  escort  of  Hale  Kingsley, 
ex-Captain  of  Corps;  also  a  midnight  reception  to 
Utica  Citizens' Corps  while  on  its  way  to  Wash- 
ington. 

In  1882  it  made  an  excursion  to  Nc-rth  Adams, 
through  Hoosac  Tunnel  and  to  Willianistov  n.  In 
1883,  funeral  escort  to  ex-Captain  William  J. 
Thomas;  also  celebrated  its  "Semi-Centennial," 
October  Sth  and  9th,  by  parades,  banquets,  ball, 
etc.,  with  Governor  Grover  Cleveland  and  Stall  as 
guests;  also  at  celebration  of  Centennial  of  I^ac- 
uation  of  New  York,  in  New  York  City.  In  1884 
visited  Slingerlands  on  target  excursion;  also  escort 
at  laying  of  corner-stone  of  All  Saints  Cathedral.  In 
1885,  participated  in  funeral  ceremonies  and  as 
Guard  of  Honor  to  General  U.  S.  Grant,  at  Al- 
bany, .August  4th  and  5th;  also  excursion  to  Bos- 
ton, Providence  and  Worcester. 

For  twenty-five  years  the  Corps  commemorated 
Washington's  Birthday  by  a  ball;  and  has  not  failed, 
in  fifty-two  years,  pursuant  to  the  requirements  of 
its  constitution,  to  f)arade  upon  the  day  of  the 
Celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  of  the  United  States;  and  since 
1841  it  has  acted  as  escort  to  tlie  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany  on 
that  day. 

The  Commandants  of  the  Corp:- since  October  8, 
1833,  have  been  John  O.  Cole,  Thomas  I'ayeux, 
JohnO.-born,  B.  R.  Spelman,  RufusKing,  Franklin 
Townsend,  James  W.  Bianchard,  George  Hum- 
phrey, William  J.  Thomas,  Hale  Kingsley,  James 
C.  Cook,  Michael  H.  Donovan,  William  H.  Tay- 
lor, Walter  r)irkson,  Henry  B.  Beecher,  Frank  W. 
Vosburgh,  and  Oscar  Smith. 

The  following  are  the  fjresent  officers  of  the  Corps 
1884-85.  Military:  Oscar  Smith,  Commandant; 
Wm.  1\I.  Hussey,  First  Lieutenant;  James  Mc- 
Intyre,  Second  Lieutenant,  James  A.  Shattuck, 
Third  Lieutenant,  Charles  F.  Wolf,  First  Sergeant. 
Staff:  Graham  Martin,  Adjutant;  Frank  J.  Cliilds, 
Inspector;  Henry  C.  Haskell,  Fnginecr;  Jacob  C. 
Cuyler,  Judge  Advocate;  H.  E.  Mercness,  M.D. 
Surgeon;  Chas.  F.  Jenkins,  Sr.,  Ordnance  Oflicer; 
William  J.  Sherman,  Quai termaster;  jMorton  Ha- 
vens, Assistant  (,)u;irtermaster;  A.  H.  Ackerman, 
Paymaster;  (.'harles  F.  Lciand,  Commiissaiy ; 
George  L.  Thomas,  inspector  Rille  Practice;  Galen 
R.  Hitt,  Signal  OITicer;  A.  F.  lirown,  Aidc-de- 
Camp;  Civic:  Galen  P.  Hitt,  President;  Ilenrv 
C.  Haskell,  Vice-President;  Charles  F.  Wolf,  Re- 
cording Sccretarv;  J.  ].  Van  Schoonhoven,  I'"inan- 
cial  Secretary;  H.  F.  IMereness,  ]\I.  D.,  Treasurer. 

Washington  Rifi.k  Company. — Tlus  military  c)r- 
ganizatioii  was  fc.rnuxl  i'"cbvuaiy  .i^,  1044,  v.ith 
only  26  members.  Formerly  it  wiis  composed 
entirely  of  Germans,  and  now  is  composed  largely 
of  that  element.  Its  first  captain  was  Henrv  Fakle. 
During  its  first  year  it  v,ms  presented  by  ladies  of 
Albany  with  a  beautiful  flag,  costing  $600,  ui>on 
which  was  a  portrait  of  General  Washini;ton.  This 
the   company  still  retain.s.     In  1845  it  went  to 


Hudson  with  40  men,  against  the  anti-renters.  In 
1 86 1,  with  about  40  men,  it  joined  the  State  Militia 
as  a  part  of  the  25th  Regiment,  and  went  with  it  to 
Washington.  After  it  returned  to  Albany,  it  assisted 
in  guarding  the  Albany  barracks.  In  1866  it  joined 
the  25th  Regiment  as  Company  K,  remaining  as 
the  State  Militia  until  the  disbandment  of  the  regi- 
ment in  1 88 1. 

In  1881  it  was  reincorporated  as  an  indef)endent 
military  association,  with  the  right  of  wearing  and 
bearing  arms, holding  yuoperty  and  paying  benefits. 
At  present  it  is  a  military  organization,  finely  ilrilled 
and  handsomely  uniformed,  containing  46  regular 
members,  3  line  and  10  staff  oflicers,  2  color  bear- 
ers, and  a  company  of  25  members,  constituting 
the  Old  Guard.  1  his  company  has  always  taken 
much  pride  in  its  uniforms.  In  1866  it  sjjcnt  over 
$4,000  for  that  purpose,  and  while  in  the  State 
Militia  it  retained  its  own  uniform. 

George  Krank,  now  Captain  of  the  Washington 
Rifle  Company,  has  alwa}-s  taken  much  interest  in 
this  organization  from  its  start.  He  served  with  it 
in  the  Rebel  War,  and  after  its  return  from  service, 
entered  the  44th  Ellsworth  Zouaves.  Afterward  he 
was  made  Brevet-Captain  in  the  7th  Heavy  Artillery. 
In  the  National  Guards  he  was  made  Major  of  the 
25th  Regiment,  afterward  Lieutenant-Colonel,  hav- 
ing command  of  the  regiment  when  it  was  mustered 
out  in  1881. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Washington  Rifle 
Company,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  the  fol- 
lowing have  been  Captains  in  the  order  named  : 
Christopher  Trigcr,  J.  J.  Huber,  W.  P.  Paff,  John 
Zimmerman,  Frederick  Wenderfcr,  Frederick  Kreen- 
dler,  August  Witldman,  and  IMathias  Reiser. 

Albany  Jackson  Corps. — For  many  years  previous 
to  the  year  1868,  there  existed  in  this  city  a  Young 
Men's  Democratic  Association,  whicli  was  large  in 
numbers  and  wielded  no  little  intluence  as  apolit- 
ical bod)'.  It  was  in  its  zenith  of  vigor  when  Franklin 
Pierce  was  elected  President  in  1833;  but  after  the 
election  of  Buchanan,  in  1 S57,  began  to  wane.  It 
gradually  grew  weaker  until  1866  or  1867,  when  the 
jackson  Association  was  formed  upon  the  ruins  of 
the  once  powerful  Young  Men's  Democratic  Asso- 
ciation. The  new  associatirm,  as  well  as  the  old, 
had  quarters  in  the  old  Exchange  Building;  but  in 
1867  the  Jackson  Association  changed  its  quarters 
h>  the  iron  building  on  Bn;adv.-ay.  In  the  ranks 
of  the  latter  association  were  several  of  tlie  leading 
local  politicians  of  the  day  ;  but  they,  like  tlieir 
predecessors,  gradually  became  less  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  association,  until  the  early  ilays 
of  1868,  when  they  resolved  to  disband.  At  this 
time  there  were  several  active  men  in  ttie  organiza- 
tion,among  whom  maybe  mentioned  the  following: 

Andn v  ]\I.  Combs,  Samuel  K.  Brato,  Adam 
Cuc  k,  W  m.  J.  (.'0':)k,  John  C.  Noit  George  W. 
Hartourt,  Michocl  L.  '  I\lead,  William  llodgsctt, 
Peter  Ilogan,  John  M.  Carroll,  George  H.  Graves, 
Denis  A.  Rowan,  James  A.  Browne,  Thomas  H. 
Dwvcr,  Jerome  Smith,  Edward  Bostock.  Andrew 
Vos'burah,  Harry  Ball,  John  |.  ?*Iee,  Henry  C. 
Haskeli'  joseph  ]',.  Zeiser,  William  Le  Galley, 
James  H."  Mulligan.  G.  Dudley  Burdick,  Charles 
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U.  Blake,  Albert  Albers,  Georo^e  B.  Conley,  John 
M.  Rankin,  Alexander  Reed,  John  R.  Bradstreet, 
James  Allanson,  luhvard  J.  KeaLini^,  James  A. 
Lynani,  James  Macfarlane, Conrad  Jveno,  J<.obert  A. 
Scott, Osear  L.  Hascy, Andrew  Tennant,  J\.obert  H. 
Mc)ore,  James  (Juinn, Terence  J.  Quinn,  George  W. 
Hoxie,  IJenry  R.  IIaskins,Wiiliam  J.McCann,and 
other  well-known  citizens. 

Captain  James  Macfarlane,  a  member  of  the 
Association,  who  had  served  durinjj  the  Rebellion, 
in  the  177th  N.  Y.  V.,  and  who  was  also 
identified  with  the  National  Guard,  conceived  the 
idea  of  organizing  a  military  company  from  the 
remnant  of  tiie  old  ]ackson  Association.  In  this 
suggestion  he  was  abi  v supjjorted  by  Jerome  Smith, 
Albert  Albers,  T.  J.  ()'uinn,  Wm.J.  Cook,  Thos.  H. 
Dwyer,  I'eter  Hogan,  and  Henry  C.  Haskell,  who 
had  also  served  as  soldiers  during  the  war.  The 
idea  was  received  with  enthusiasm,  and  pushed 
forward  with  vigor,  resulting  in  the  organization  of 
the  Albany  Jackson  Guards,  August  13,  186S,  with 
the  following  oflicers  : 

Captain,  ]ames  Macfarlane;  First  Lieutenant, 
William  Ix'  Gallez;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jerome 
Smith;  First  Sergeant,  John  R.  Bradstreet.  Stafl" 
Oflicers:  Adam  Cook,  Henry  C.  Haskell.  Peter 
Hogan,  John  Rankin,  Alexander  Reed,  George 
H.  Graves,  Oscar  L.  Hascy,  James  H.  Mulligan, 
Henry  R.  Haskins,  William  D.  Dickerman,  Andrew 
M.  Combs,  George  W.  Hoxie,  John  L.  Staats, 
Andrew  Vosburgli,  Edward  .Bostock. 

For  a  year  or  two  the  organization  was  known 
as  the  Jackson  Guards,  after  which  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  Albany  Jackson  Corps.  In  jjolit- 
ical  campaigns  the  organization  formed  the  poj)- 
ular  Jacksonians,  and  took  jiart  in  all  the  great 
political  demonstrations  occurring  during  the  en- 
suing ten  years. 

l1ie  Jackson  Corps  acted  as  escort  to  Hon. 
John  T.  Hoflman  on  the  occasion  of  his  inaugu- 
ration as  Governor,  January  i,  iS6y.  It  was  a 
memorable  day,  a  blinding  snow-storm  prevailing, 
the  members  of  the  Corps  being  literally  covered 
with  snow  as  they  marched  along  the  streets. 

The  jackson  Corps  also  acted  as  the  immediate 
escort  to  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Tilden  on  the  occasion 
of  his  inauguration  as  Governor  on  January  i, 
1875.  This  was  an  hrmor  ^^■1lich  tlie  members  ap- 
preciated Si>  gieath  that  llie\  engagetl  the  famous 
Gilmure's  Band,  o!"  New  WsxV.,  at  a  great  ex- 
pense, to  furnish  thr  music  for  the  parade. 

The  Jackson  Corps  jtarticipated  in  the  cere- 
monies attending  the  laying  of  the  corner-slune 
of  the  New  Capitol,  June  24,  1870.  On  this  oc- 
casion they  marchccl  though  a  drenching  rain- 
storm, each  man  getting  saturated. 

M'he  [acksDn  Cnrps  alsu  l"ok  a  iiiv>',iineiU  pari  ia 
the  Centennial  disj>lays  whii  h  took  idac  e  on  Nuw 
Year's  L\  e,  1876,  ancl  on  July  4th  of  the  same  year. 

During  the  riots  of  1S77,  the  Jackson  (  'orps  was 
assigned  the  important  position  of  guarding  the  up- 
per railroad  bridge,  and  so  satisfactorily  did  they 
perform  their  duty,  that  the  Commanding  Oliicer, 
Major-General  Joseph  B.  Carr,  took  occasion  to 
comi'liment  them  in  general  onlers. 


Two  of  the  grandest  [)ublic  balls  ever  given  in 
Albany  were  under  the  auspices  of  the  Jackson 
Corps.  One  was  at  Tweddle  Hall  in  1S72,  and 
the  other  in  1874,  when  iMusic  Hall  and  the  City 
Building  were  joined  by  a  bridge,  and  both  build- 
ings devoted  to  the  pleasure  of  the  immense 
throng  in  attendance.  The  decorations  of  the 
above  halls  on  these  respective  occasions  were 
never  excelled.  On  the  latter  occasion  a  real 
stream  of  water  flowed  down  among  the  rocky  for- 
mations on  the  stage,  while  canaries,  Cologne 
fountains  and  an  elaborate  floral  display,  converted 
the  hall  into  a  bower  of  enchanting  beauty. 

About  the  year  1878,  the  Jackson  Corps,  which 
had  hitherto  been  looked  upon  as  a  political  body, 
became  in  every  sense  an  indepentlent  military  or- 
ganization, its  doors  being  thrown  open  to  all  re- 
spectable young  men,  no  matter  what  their  politics, 
and  the  company  is  to-day  one  of  the  strongest 
and  best  disciplined  bodies  of  citizen  soldiery  in 
the  State. 

Since  organization  it  has  visited  Hudson  (twice), 
Kingston  (twice),  Saratoga,  Utica,  Troy  (three 
times),  Schenectad}',  Springfield,  Mass. ,  F^lizabeth, 
N.  J.  (twice),  Boston,  Mass.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  each  of 
I  which  the  comj)any  was  hospitably  received  and 
royally  entertained  l)y  citizens  and  soldiers. 

In  1879,  the  Corps  received  and  entertained  the 
veteran  Zouaves,  of  IClizabeth,  N.  J.,  General  J. 
Madison  Drake  commanding,  and  acted  as  escort 
to  the  above  organization  in  the  grand  parade 
which  took  place  on  the  occasion  of  the  reunion 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Reoublic  in  this  citv  in 
1879. 

One  of  the  memorable  events  in  which  this  or- 
ganization participated,  was  the  inauguration  of 
Governor  Cleveland  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  Washington,  D.  C. ,  ]\Iarcli  4,  1S85,  on 
which  occasion  the  Company  was  a  marked  feature 
in  the  military  parade,  winning  apjilause  all 
along  the  line  for  its  magnificent  ap{)earance, 
splendid  marching  and  thorough  discipline.  An- 
other event  of  note  in  which  the  lackson  Corps 
added  to  its  proud  record  and  reputation,  was  the 
funeral  procession  in  Albany  over  (he  remains  of 
General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  August  4  and  5,  18S5. 
In  the  proc'.:s-.ion  on  the  -itli  of  August,  tire  Jack- 
son Ct)rp.s  av.ted  as  escort  t  >  die  (irant  Club,  when 
the  brilliant  uniform  of  the  Corps  shone  rtsplen- 
ilent  amid  its  s(  inbcr  surrountlings,  and  the  steady, 
soldierly  marching  of  the  men  won  general  atlmi- 
ration  from  the  assembled  spectators.  On  the 
morning  of  August  5th,  the  jackson  Corps  acted 
as  a  Guard  of  Uonor  over  the  remains  of  General 
Grant,  while  ihev  lav  in  State  in  the  New  Capitol, 
from  7   \  .M.  uu,i'  .\. '•<.,         ca:^ket  being  re- 

m(.ived  fn>m  the  Capitol  at  10.20 

The  Jack.son  Corps  owns  property  valued  at 
Sio.ooo,  embracing  uniforms,  eciuijnnenLs,  arms, 
furniture,  pictures,  etc. 

The  company  was  organized  August  13,  1 868. 
It  is  named  after  (General  Andrew  Jacksun,  the  hero 
of  New  Orleans,  and  President  of  the  United  Slates 
from  1829  to  1837.  whose  birtluiay,  March  15th, 
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the  Corps  annually  honors  by  a  parade  and  bancjuct, 

the  latter  being  always  attended  by  many  leading  ■ 
citizens  as  guests. 

James  Mact'arlane  was  the  first  Commandant  of  j 

the  vMbany  Jackson  Corps,  and  has  been  unani-  i 

mously  re-elected  to  the  same  position  each  rear  i 

since.    He  is  still  at  the  head  of  this  organiza-  ; 

tion,  with  a  record  of  over  thirty-five  years  of  ! 

consecutive  military  service.     He  commenced  his  j 

military  career  in  1850,  being  one  of  the  organi-  | 

zers  of  the  old  Worth  Guards  on  May  27th  of  1 

that  year.    }\c  also  served  as  Captain  of  Com-  ! 


pany  E,  177th  N.  Y.  V.,  during  the  campaign  of 
that  regiment  in  Louisiania,  under  General  lianks, 
in  1862-63. 

The  Jackson  Corps  Association  is  incor[)oraled 
under  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  is  composed  of 
members  of  the  Corps.  'I'his  association  owns  the 
building  No.  38  Beaver  street,  occupieil  by  the 
Jackson  Corps  as  an  armory. 

Corning  Corps. — This  company,  composed  of 
diirty-three  young  men  in  the  lov/er  part  of  the  city, 
has  been  but  recently  organized.  It  is  named  in 
honor  of  Erastus  Corning. 
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FREEMASONS. 

'I'^HE  fust  organization  of  Freemasons  existing 
J[  in  Albany  after  its  settlement,  was  Lodge  No. 
74  (Registry  of  Ireland),  composed  of  ofikcrs  in 
the  Second  Battalion  Royal,  holding  a  warrant 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  dated  Octol>er 
16,  1737.  Tliere  is  every  evidence  that  they  were 
scholars  and  gentlemen,  as  they  brought  with  them 
and  kept  up  a  large  and  valuable  library  of  rare 
books,  which  they  left  here  M'hcn  the  battalion  was 
ordered  away.  Many,  if  n<>t  all  the  volumes  are 
now  in  the  library  of  the  Albany  Female  Academy. 

In  April,  1759,  the  battalion  having  been  ordered 
to  some  other  post,  left  the  city.  Several  citizens 
had  been  admitted  to  the  lodge  during  the  stay  of 
the  battalion,  and  the  officers  lelt  authority  for  the 
resident  members  to  continue  their  meetings. 

Masters'  Lodge  purchased  from  the  city  a  plot  of 
ground  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Lodge  street 
and  Maiden  lane,  and  the  city  having  donated  an 
adjoining  piece  of  ground,  a  lodge-house  was 
erected  by  Masters'  Lodge  and  the  Ineffable,  the 
corner-stone  of  which  was  laid  with  ceremony. 
May  12,  176S.  This  was  the  first  lodge-house  in 
America.  The  building  after  completion  was  occu- 
pied by  the  two  bodies  lor  some  years,  but  t!ie 
records  fail  to  show  at  wiiat  time  it  was  vacated. 
The  ground  is  still  the  property  of  INTisters  Lodge, 
and  has  been  leased  Kj  St.  Peter's  (."liurcli  for  a 
term  of  years.  The  rectory  of  the  church  stands 
upon  die  ground. 

Henry  Andrew  Franckcn  came  from  Jamaica,and 
on  the  20th  of  December,  1767,  instituted  the 
Ineffable  and  Sulilime  Grand  Lodgi;  "f  I'lTlection. 
The  original  cljaiicr  of  t!ir  bo(i\-  i';  i  lli!  in  its  po';- 
session,  and  has  been  its  auliioiMi  v  from  mat  liine 
to  this.  The  Grand  Council  of  I'rinccs  of  ]eru- 
salem  was  organized  at  the  same  time. 

JMeetings  of  all  Masonic  bodies  are  now  held  in 
the  Albany  Savings  Bank  Building,  where  are  two 
lodge  rooms,  a  library,  an  :i,rniory,  wailing  and 
reception  rooms,  all  hamlsomely  furnished  and 
nicely  adapted  to  their  use. 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  have  met  annually  since  1798,  on  the  first 
I'uesday  in  February,  in  Albany.    All  meetings, 
from  an  uncertain  date,  were  held  in  the  building 
southwest  corner  Broadway  and  Steuben,  until 
I   1 86 1,  when  they  were  removed  to  a  hall  in  the 
j  building  occupied  by  W.  M.  Whitney  &  Co.,  until 
j   1875,  when  the  present  hall  was  formally  dedicated 
and  occupied.    The  Order  has  had  public  parades, 
and  laid  the  corner-stones  of  the  f 'Id  and  New  City 
Halls,  the  New  Capitol,   the  U.  S.  Government 
Building,  and  man}-  other  public  buildings. 

Before  the  American  Revolution  most  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  were  held  under 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  York 
1  IVIasons  in  Pmgland,  and  were  denominated  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Lodges,  and  subject  to  the  super- 
vision of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 

The  first  Masonic  Lodge  constituted  in  Albany 
I  was  called  the  Union  Lodge.     It  was  organized 
February  21,  1765,  under  the  authority  of  George 
j  Harrison,  Provincial  (irand  Master,  who  installed 
I  Peter  W.  Yates  as  Worshipful  Master.     The  fol- 
I  lowing  year  the  city  gave  a  plot  of  ground  on  the 
hill  near  the  fort  adjoining  the  English  burying- 
i  ground,  on  which  to  erect  a  lodge  buikliiig.    '1  lie 
!  name  of  this  lodge  was  afterward  changed  to  its 
'.  present  tide.  Mount  Yernon  Lodge. 
I      Masters'  Lodge,  No.  5,  was  organized  March  5, 
j   1768.     Its  fh-s'.  Master  was  \\'illiam  Gamble,  and 
its  first  Wardens  Samuel  Stringer  and  Jeremiah 
\'an  Rensselaer. 

After  the  Revolution,  and  about  the  year  1785, 
the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New 
York  was  closed,  and  an  Independent  Grand  Lodge 
opened  in  its  ^tcjd.     Y  ■[  •!!■.'  >    f  ;.!,o  S;,i:e 

of  New  York  loc^ked  to  ihc.  Grand  Lo^ge  of  E;ig- 
land  for  instruction  in  th.e  operations  of  the  craft. 

About  the  year  1703.  Jolm  Hanmer  came  from 
England  to  the  City  of  .Albany,  and  remainetl  here 
until  1800.    Ho  was  well  skilled  in  l!ie  ancient 
lectures  and  mode  of  work  as  {-racticed  in  Eng- 
I  land.    T.  S.  Webb,  Ezra  Ames,  Gideon  Fairman, 
I  Philip  .S.  Yan  Rensselaer,  and  many  odiers  residing 
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in  Albany,  put  themselves  under  his  instruction 
who  conformed  his  practice  to  the  lodges  then  ex- 
isting. He  awakened  much'  interest  in  masonry, 
and  during  his  stay,  on  November  14,  1796,  Tem- 
ple Lotlge,  No.  14,  was  established,  of  which  he 
was  first  Master;  Temple  Chapter,  of  v.  hich  he  was 
the  first  High  Priest;  and  the  Grand  Ciiapter,  of 


which  he  was  Secretary.  Th.c  early  Masonic  insti- 
tutions in  and  around  Albany  were  reorganized 
under  his  supervision,  and  owe  much  to  his  ihor- 
C)ugh  knowledf;^e  and  instruction. 

Eelow  will  lie  found  a  table  giving;  the  most  im- 
portant facts  relating  to  the  several  lodges  in  this 
city. 


Lodges. 


Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  3. . . 

Masters'  Lodge,  No.  5  

Temple  Lodge,  No.  14  

Washington  Lodge,  No.  85  .  . . 
Ancient  City  Lodge,  No.  452.. 
Wadsworth  Lodge,  No.  417... 
Guttciibcrg  Lodge,  No.  737... 

Cn.\rTERS. 

Temple  Chapter,  No.  5  

Capital  City  C'liapter,  No.  42.. 
Dc  Witt  Clinton  Council,  No.  2 

COMMANDERY. 

Temple  Commandcry,  No.  2... 


Instituted. 


Feb.  21,  1765 
Mnr.  5.  1768 
Nov.  1 1,  1796 

1841 
July  21,  1852 
Jan.  23,  1856 
June  20,  1873 


In'corpgrated. 


Mar.  17,  1874 

May  26,  18S1 

June  15,  1 868 
June  12,  1857 


1797         \  1878 
Feb.,  1S70       March,  1870 
June    4,  1861 


1797 


1877 


Memhekship. 
1882-83. 

198 

185 

357 
'30 
224 
185 

So 

1. 359 


Monthly  Meetings 


1st  and  3d  Mondays. 
2d  and  4lh  Mondays. 
1st  and  3d  'J'ucsdays. 
2d  and  4tli  'I  hursdays. 
1st  and  3d  Wednesdays. 
2d  and  4th  Wednesdays. 
1st  and  3d  Thursdays. 


2d  and  4th  Tuesdays. 
2d  and  4th  Fridays. 
3d  Thursday. 

1st  and  3d  Fridays. 


The  returns  made  in  1849  showed  a  total  mem- 
bership of  1 17  in  the  lodges  then  existing.  I'liere 
have  been  many  additions  made  to  all  the  organ- 
izations since  1882-83. 

Other  Masonic  bodies  in  Albany  are:  Temple 
Tabernacle,  No.  5,  U.  S.  A. ;  Albany  Conclave, 
No.  8;  Red  Cross  of  Constantine;  Ineffable  and 
Sublime  Crand  Lodge  of  Perfection;  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Princes  of  Jerusalem;  Albany  .Sovereign 
Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  Albany  Sovereign  Consis- 
tory; Sublime  Princes  of  tlie  Royal  Secret;  Cypress 
Temple,  N.  M,  S. 

ODD  FELLOWSHIP. 

Odd  Fellowship  makes  no  claims  to  antiijuitv, 
but  history  gives  no  record  of  the  date  of  its  origin. 
The  first  public  notices,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  centui}',  show  it  to  have  at  the  time 
been  an  Ordet  of  considerable  rnembcisliip,  v.ith  n. 
suflicient  number  of  sufioixlmate  organi/iUions  to 
be  worthy  (4  notice  by  poet  and  historian.  Its 
existence  was  mainly  conlined  to  (.;reat  Britain, 
where  there  now  exists  tweniy-sevon  branches  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  the  entire  membership  of  the  world  is 
estimated  to  number  nearly  two  millions.  The  es- 
tablishment of  the  Order  in  An. erica  was  a  trans- 
planting from  Fnglau'l.  'i'hc  first  lodge  in  tiiis 
country  is  sup[>oscd  to  iiuvc  Ln;en  orL'ani/'jd  a;. 
Baltimore  in  1802,  and  one  is  known  to  have 
sprung  up  in  New  York  in  iSoO,  but  the  first  suc- 
cessful planting  of  the  Order  on  this  continent  was 
by  Thomas  Wikley,  an  .Lnglishman,  and  four  asso- 
ciates, members  of  the  Order  in  the  mother  country, 
at  Baltimore,  April  26,  1819.  From  that  founda- 
tion has  been  built  up  the  great  Independent  Order 


of  Odd  Fellows  of  America,  which  has  admitted 
1,365,000  members,  given  relief  in  i,  152,000  cases 
of  sickness  and  distress,  aided  152,000  widowed 
flimilies,  buried  nearly  113,000  members,  and  ex- 
pended for  the  same  the  sum  of  $39,000,000,  out 
of  an  income  of  1 04 , 000, 000.  On  January  i, 
1885,  the  Order  contained  8,057  lodges,  with  an 
active  membership  of  532,467.  The  sum  of  $2,- 
111,927  was  expended  in  relief  during  1884,  or 
$5,800  each  clay;  while  the  income  from  dues  ami 
fees  amounted  to  $5,275,000,  or  $r4,450  each 
day. 

The  Order's  first  principle,  Fraternity,  is  founded 
on  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  l-Jrotherhood  of 
Man,  requiring  the  practice  of  true  friendship  and 
brotherly  love.  To  visit  the  sick,  relieve  the  dis- 
tressed, bury  the  dead,  protect  and  aid  the  widow, 
and  educate  the  orphan,  is  the  obligated  duty  oi 
tiic  membership.  Its  teachings  lead  to  the  im- 
provement and  clevali  III  ul  character  and  enlight- 
enment of  the  mind. 

The  history  of  the  Order  in  Aibuii}-  Count)'  has 
never  been  written,  and  ihe  limiled  time  at  our 
command  does  not  jiennit  i>f  searching  the  records 
of  the  numerous  subordinates  to  obtain  a  continu- 
ity of  fact'i  and  figures.  The  first  lodge  to  be  in- 
stituted was  Hoj)e  Lodge,  Xo.  3,  now  existing  as 
No.  2,  which  was  granted  a  dispensation  April  24. 
1  ^20. 

The  second  lodge  \\as  i'liii.uitliropic  L.;>dge,  No. 
5,  tor  which  a  chatter  was  granted  in  September, 
1827,  to  Russell  Watts,  John  Snyder,  John  Osborn, 
Isaac  L.  Welsh  and  Peter  IL  Sn\der. 

In  August,  iiS2S,  Russell  V\'a!ts.  of  Albany,  was 
elected  Grand  Master,and  shoi  lly  afterward  Clinton 
Lodge  was  organized  by  John  O.  Cole,  L^aniel  P. 


^iiO;,'/ jiihf.t  -.vf;t  ^,v.- .ii'-'f 
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]\Iarshal,  Martin  Gaylord,  John  F.  Porter,  and  Eli 
Perr)'. 

liie  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  was  then  moved 
to  Albany  and  hekl  its  sessions  in  the  city  till  1836, 
all  the  grand  officers  being  from  the  local  lodges. 

The  Order  experienced  years  of  great  prosperity 
as  well  as  years  of  adversity,  but  from  decade  to 
decade  has  shown  a  steady  growth,  and  contains  in 
this  county  to-day  19  lodii^es  with  a  membership  of 
1,600.  The  receipts  of  the  past  year  amounted  to 
$12,455.52,  and  expenses  $5,839.36.  There  was 
paid  for  relief  during  the  past  year  $5,213.30,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  iluring  its  existence  it  has  paid 
$150,000  in  relief  in  this  county  alone. 

'J'hcre  are  three  encampments  of  the  patriarchal 
branch  of  the  Order  in  the  county.  New  Y<jrk, 
No  I,  was  one  of  the  first  few  encampments  insti- 
tuted, its  charter  dating  back  to  1829.  It,  for 
eleven  years,  held  grand  encampment  powers  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  Albany  encampment,  No. 
58,  and  Cohoes  encampment,  No.  71,  arc  births 
of  the  last  decade.  The  encampment  member- 
ship numbers  450  in  this  county. 

The  military  branch  of  the  Order  is  represented 
by  Canton  Nemo,  No.  i,  Patriarchs  Militant,  con- 
taining 75  members  and  fully  equi[>ped  with  the 
beautiful  uniform  of  the  Order.  Its  reputation 
as  an  organization  is  widespread. 

The  Ladies'  Brancli  of  the  Order,  the  Daughters 
of  Rebekah,  composed  of  the  wives,  sisters  and 
daughters  of  members,  is  represented  by  Albany 
Lodge,  No.  9,  of  Albany,  German  Oak  Lodge,  No. 
31,  of  Albany  (working  in  the  German  language), 
and  Prospect  Lodge,  No.  57,  of  Cohoes.  'J'hey 
are  each  prosperous  and  doing  a  great  benevolent 
work.  The  lirst  named  has  a  world-wide  reputa- 
tion for  its  proficiency  in  the  ritualistic  work,  and 
for  its  enterjuise  and  prosperity. 

Auxilliary  to  the  Order  is  the  Odd  Fellows, 
Relief  Association,  on  the  assessment  plan  of  co- 
operative insurance,  containing  about  500  mem- 
bers. 

The  Order  owns  no  hall,  but  has  leased  for  a  term 
of  years  the  upper  part  of  the  buikhng  No.  20 
North  Pearl  street,  and  fitted  up  the  same  in  a 
sfilendid  manner.  There  arc  three  lodge  meet- 
ing rooms,  beside  the  usual  auxiliary  rooms,  and 
every  organization  of  the  Order  in  this  city  holds 
meetings  there,  excc])t  two  subordinate  and  one 
Rebekah  degree  lodges. 

The  Order  in  the  county  must  be  considered 
prosperous,  strong  and  influential;  doing  a  good 
work  in  relieving  distress  and  ameliorating  the  con- 
dition of  I  he  unfortunate. 

The  leading  organ  of  the  Order  in  the  Eastern 
States,  I'lic  Gni<h\  was  established  in  this  city  in 
July,  1S81,  and  is  still  published,  having  a  wide 
circulation  and  nnking  the  citv  ren"wncd  in  the 
Orilur  as  it>  ])kiee  wl  jMiblitatii'ii. 

KNIGHTS  OF  PYTHIAS. 

The  Order  of  Knights  of  Pythias  was  founded  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  i9tli  day  of 
February,  1864,  by  Justus  Henry  Rathbone,  a  na- 


tive of  Utica,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  assisted  by 
several  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  members  of  a 
club  of  musicians.  Its  growtii  was  rapid,  and  it 
soon  extended  over  the  States  adjacent  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  was  introduced  in  New  York 
early  in  the  year  1S68.  On  the  20th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1869,  some  forty  citizens  of  the  village  of 
West  Troy  joined  in  an  application  for  a  dispensa- 
tion to  form  Watervliet  Lodge,  No.  23,  which  was 
instituted  on  the  24th  day  of  that  month.  Soon 
after,  several  citizens  of  the  City  of  Albany,  desirous 
of  organizing  a  lodge,  became  members  of  Water- 
vliet Lodge,  afterward  withdrawing  therefrom  and 
starting  Peabody  Lodge,  No.  32,  in  their  own  city. 
The  application  was  made  January  3,  1S70,  and 
its  initiation  followed  on  the  20th  of  the  same 
month.  Both  of  these  lodges  had  representatives 
present  at  the  second  annual  session  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which  convened  in  INIasonic  Hall,  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  on  the  27U1  of  January,  1870. 
On  ]\Iay  21st  of  the  same  year,  dispen.sation  was 
granted  to  organize  I\rount  Gilboa  Lotlge,  No.  42, 
to  be  located  in  the  City  of  Albany,  and  its  organi- 
zation followed  soon  after. 

Previous  to  August  r,  1870,  several  inem1)crs  of 
Peabody  Lodge  withdrew,  and  organized  Riverside 
Lodge,  No. 47,  at  liath  on  the  Hudson,  which  Lodge 
has  been  one  of  the  most  flourishing  in  the  State 
ever  since  that  time,  and  at  the  present  writing  is 
one  of  the  institutions  of  that  suburb  of  the  City  of 
Albany,  there  being  no  other  lodge  of  any  kind  in 
tlie  place. 

On  the  20th  day  of  May,  1871,  ]\gbert  Lodge, 
No.  56,  was  organized  at  Cohoes,  followed  by  the 
oi'ganization  of  Chancellor's  Lodge,  No.  58,  at  Al- 
bany, on  July  25th,  and  on  the  nth  of  September 
by  Steuben  Lodge,  No.  62,  at  Albany.  Tliis  last 
Lodge  was  and  still  is  composed  of  Germans, 
many  of  whom  were  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
the  city. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1872,  Gr.we  Lodge,  No. 
7 1, was  organized,  and  on  March  i3tli,  Columbia, 
No.  77;  followed  by  Fort  Orange, No. 79,  on  March 
20th;  Barbarossa,  No.  84,  a  German  lodge,  on  I\Iay 
21SI;  and  Carnaut,  No.  88,  in  October  of  the  same 
year,  all  in  the  City  of  Albany.  Since  that  date  no 
new  lodges  were  oi'ganized  in  .Albany  County  until 
March  17, 1882, when  WashitigLon  Lodge,  No.iSi, 
was  instituted  at  Knowersville. 

Of  the  t\vel\e  lodges  orgai'i 'ed  in  this  count}-, 
ten  of  them  aa-  still  in  existeiiee  and  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  i  )f  the  two  others,  .Mount  Gilboa, 
No.  42,  surrcntlered  its  charter  in  1879,  owing  to 
internal  dissensie  ns  among  its  members;  and  Cov- 
enant, No.  88,  cons()hdated  in  1S78  with  Columbia, 
No.  77.  Grove  Lodge,  No.  71,  .surrendered  its 
charter  in  1880,  l)ul  reclaimed  it,  and  was  reorgan- 
i::cd  ]'>eeei  iber  8,  i^oi.  \>,aervliet.  No.  23,  le- 
movcd  from  West  'l  roy  to  Green  Island  Seime  lime 
previous  to  1873,  and  has  ever  since  thai  lime  been 
located  at  the  latter  place.  Of  these  lodges,  .'^teii- 
ben,  No.  62,  and  Barbarossa,  No.  84,  work  in  the 
German  language. 

In  January,  Sections  No.  50  and  No.  76  of  the 
Endowment  Rank  of  the  Order  were  instituted  at 
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Albany,  llic  latter  of  which  is  composed  almost 
wholly  of  nicinhcrs  of  Chancellor's  Lod,<^e.  The 
object  of  this  rank  is  the  insurance  of  its  members 
upon  the  co-operative  or  assessment  plan  of  insur- 
ance, and  this  branch  of  the  Order  is  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  Supreme  Lod^-e.  At  the  incep- 
tion of  the  Order  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  its  purpose 
was  that  all  its  members  should  procure  uniforms, 
the  style  of  which  was  in  some  respects  similar  to 
that  of  ancient  chivalry;  but  the  rapid  increase  in 
membership  soon  outgrew  that  idea,  or,  at  best, 
made  it  difficult  to  enforce,  and  at  a  later  period  in 
the  history  of  the  Order,  gave  rise  to  a  sefiarate 
rank,  called  the  Uniform  Rank,  the  members  of 
which  were  compelled  to  procure  the  required  out- 
fit. Some  time  in  1875  an  association  was  formed 
composed  of  members  of  the  different  lodges,  and 
called  the  Uniformed  Knighls  Association  of  the 
City  of  Albany,  all  of  whom  procured  the  required 
uniform  and  perfected  themselves  in  the  drill  and 
discipline  of  the  Order.  In  1878,  when  the  Su- 
preme Lodge  created  the  Uniform  Rank,  this  as- 
sociation reorganized  under  the  name  of  Albany 
Division  No.  2,  U.  P.. ,  subject  to  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  same,  and  has  ever  since  formed  a  part  of 
that  Rank. 

In  July,  1S76,  the  Grand  Lodge  held  its  eighth 
annual  session  in  the  L'ity  of  Albany.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  Governor  Tilden,  the  Assembly  Cham- 
ber of  the  then  Old  Capitol  was  occupied  by  it, 
and  owing  to  the  excellent  light  and  ventilation, 
ample  committee-rooms,  comfortable  chairs,  and 
freedom  from  noise,  drat  session  has  become  mem- 
orable as  one  of  the  most  pleasant  held  l)y  the 
Grand  Loilge.  Among  those  who  have  become 
prominently  and  permanently  connected  with  the 
Order  in  this  Stale,  who  are  membei^s  of  lodges  in 
this  city,  are  llcni)'  C.  A.  Sauer,  who  acted  as 
D.  D.  G.  C.  Irom  1870  to  1872;  was  elected  Grand 
Vice-Chancellor  in  1872,  (irand  Chanceliorin  1S73, 
and  Supreme  Representative  in  1877.  Hon.  John 
C.  Nott,  Albany  County  Judge,  acted  as  D.  D.G.C-. 
in  i877;was  elected  Grand  Vice-Chancellor  in  1878, 
Grand  Chancellor  in  1S79,  and  Supreme  Repre- 
sentative in  1 88 1,  to  which  position  he  was  re- 
elected in  1885.  John  J.  Acker  became  D. I). G.C. 
in  1874,  and  served  as  such  until  1S76,  when  he 
was  elected  Gr.uid  A'ice-Chanccllor,  l)cc(jminp' 
Granil  ChAiKeliMr  in  1877.  L'p<:)n  the  dcadi  ,il 
Grand  ]\eeiier  cf  Records  and  Seal,  P'ranl;  W. 
George,  of  Poiiglikeepsie,  in  1S7S.  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  till  the  vacancy,  and  in  July  of  that  year 
was  elected  to  that  office,  and  has  been  re-elccti'd 
each  year  since  that  time,  and  is  so  serving  at  the 
present.  The  oflice  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  now 
located  at  No.  496  Broadwaj,  in  the  City  of  Al- 
banv.  wheie  it  has  been  ever  since  the  selection  of 
P.  C.  Acker  as  G.  k.  ol  R.  S.  1 

The  returns  of  Uiese  k)dgcb  show  a  tula!  mem- 
bership in  good  standing,  January  1,1885,  of  749; 
cash  balance  on  hand  of 'i>8,354.o3;  total  assets  of 
$15,204.98;  and  amount  expendeil  lor  relief  nf 
members  during  the  year,  $1,213.17.  I'eabodv, 
port  C)range,  and  Columbia  Lodges  own  the  fur- 
si 


nituie,  etc.,  occupy  and  sublet  Pythian  Hall,  in 
Cooper  Building,  at  the  corner  of  State  .riid  Green 
streets;  and  Chancellor's  have  litted  up  and  occupy 
a  very  handsome  hall  at  No.  50  Swan  street.  Eg- 
bert's Lodge,  of  Cohoe.s,  have  fitted  up  a  beautiful 
hall  in  Silliman's  Block  in  that  city;  and  Water- 
vliet  Lodge  occupy  the  new  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  on 
Green  Island.  Steuben  Lodge,  Section  No.  56, 
and  Albany  Division,  No.  2,  U.  R.,  rent  Pythian 
Hall,  in  Albany. 

MUTUAL  AID  SOCIETIES. 

IN  Albany  there  are  a  number  of  local,  or  b.'-anch, 
societies  for  the  object  of  assisdng  sick  and  dis- 
abled members,  and  to  render  pecuniary  aid  to 
their  heirs  after  death.  I'hey  are  managed  simi- 
larly to  mutual  insurance  companies,  on  the  assess- 
ment plan.  They  embrace  the  following  associations: 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  organized  in  1858; 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  organized  in 
Albany,  1S78;  Albany  Mutual  Benelit  Association, 
organized  1873,  incorporated  1874:  United  Irish- 
men of  America,  organized  1873,  incorpurated 
1874;  New  York  State  Relief  Association,  incor- 
porated 1S80;  Albany  Boatman's  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, organized  1S74;  Capital  City  J]enefit  As- 
sociation, incorporated  1882;  Mercantile  Mutual 
Accident  Society  of  Albany,  organized  and  incor- 
porated 1 881;  Empire  Order  of  IVIutual  Aid,  or- 
ganized 1878;  Order  of  United  Friends,  organized 
1S81;  and  the  Etpial  Rights  lienefit  Association, 
organized  in  1883.  At  one  time  there  were  three 
Courts  of  the  United  Order  of  Foresters  in  Albany, 
but  their  charters  have  been  surrendered. 

POLITICAL  CLUBS. 

I'P  has  been  said  "  there  arc  more  politics  to  the 
acre  in  the  City  of  Alitany  than  almost  any  other 
locality  than  can  be  named.''  I'he  famous  re- 
gency which,  from  1824  to  1837,  controlled  the 
politics  of  the  nation,  made  .\lf)any  a  political 
center.  Since  its  potent  sway  in  State  and  naiional 
politics,  Albany  has  continued  to  be  an  important 
tieM  of  political  strif;.  It  i--  the  State  Capital. 
Political  clubs  of  both  parties  maintain  permanent 
organizations.  The  refircseiii  jiives  of  the  Repub- 
lican pa-ty  i.re  the  Uncv)!idilional->  and  Grant 
Club.  The  loimc-  was  organized  in  1872,  and  has 
participated  in  o\ery  presidential  campaign  since. 
The  Grant  Club  w  is  organized  in  1879,  named  in 
honor  of  General  U.  .S.  Grant,  and  has  upon  its 
roll  no  less  than  ^,000  mcmbt-rs. 

The  permanent  Democratic  organizations  arc 
ife  lacksonians,  or;^ani:.'.'il  mi   tS'>s.  11,^.  Albanv 
!  Ph.danx,  organize  I  in  i>'':So;  the  (  ierman  Young 
Men's  Derrocratic  Club,  organized  in  1SS2;  and 
the  Young  Men's  Club,  organized  in  1SS3. 

During  the  presidential  campaigns,  these  clubs 
do  active  w(>rk,  keeping  the  streets  atti-active  and 
lively  with  music,  splendid  uniforms,  banners, 
torchlights  and  line  marching. 
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IN  no  country  in  the  world  have  the  rights  of  free 
labor  been  more  fully  recotrnized  than  in  the 
United  States.  But  even  here  the  liberty  of  labor 
has  not  always  been  so  firmly  established.  In 
1680,  the  first  court  of  assistants,  held  at  Charles- 
town,  ]\Iassachusetts,  settled  the  price  of  mechan- 
ics' wages,  and  passed  a  law  ordaining  that  car- 
j)cnter3,  joiners,  bricklayers  and  thatchers  should 
take  no  more  than  2S.  per  day  under  a  penalty  of 
ICS.  to  give  and  take.  This  arbitrary  and  unjust 
law  reads  like  the  middle  ages,  when  we  con- 
sider the  untranieled  condition  of  the  toiling 
masses  at  the  present  day  in  this  country.  The 
rights  of  free  lalior  in  America  have  secured  just 
recognition  from  a  power  which  fir  transcends  that 
of  legislation  or  rulers,  the  power  of  public  opinion. 
John  Bright,  the  great  English  orator,  and  one  of 
the  best  friends  of  America  in  the  mother  country, 
speaking  of  the  condition  of  labor  in  this  country 
in  1861,  said:  "Among  all  the  great  nations  of 
the  globe  is  that  one  where  labor  has  met  with  the 
highest  honor,  and  where  it  has  reaped  its  greatest 
reward. " 

Since  the  settlement  of  America  there  has  been 
a  steady  and  substaritial  progress  in  society  at 
large,  but  the  laboring  people  have  had  the  more 
especial  benefit  of  that  progress.  The  workingman 
of  to-day  is  far  better  clothed,  fed  and  housed  than 
were  men  of  his  station  one  hundred  years  ago; 
while  in  respect  to  means  of  education,  improve- 
ment and  enjoyment,  he  is  in  advance  of  the 
wealthy  of  former  generations.  Every  reader  of 
histor)'  is  familiar  with  Macaulay's  description  of 
England  two  hundred  years  ago  :  " 'I'imes  when 
noblemen  were  destitute  of  comforts,  the  want  of 
which  w(Hil(l  be  int<)!eral)le  to  a  modern  footman; 
when  farmers  and  shopkeepers  breakfasted  on 
loaves,  the  very  sight  of  which  would  raise  a-riot  in 
a  modern  workhouse;  when  men  died  faster  in  the 
purest  country  nir  than  they  now  die  in  the  most 
pestilential  lanes  of  our  towns;  and  when  men  died 
faster  in  the  lanes  of  our  towns  than  thev  now  die 
on  the  coa.st  of  Guinea.''  Such  details  as  r^lataulav 
gives  us,  show  how  mucii  better  is  the  condition  of 
the  laboring  class  tij-day  than  in  any  other  age  of 
the  world,  and  that  society  exists  no  longer  for  the 
few,  but  the  many. 

In  the  City  of  Alliany,  as  truly  as  can  be  s,iid 
of  any  city  in  the  Cnited  States,  the  best  interests 
of  the  industrial  classes  have  been  defended  and 
guarded  with  /A'almis  i.irr:  wliil'^  iIil-  e\-eriions  "f 
the  laboring  elenieiil  in  beliilfof  cdi:.  .nionai  ]ir')- 
jects,  and  whatever  has  tendi'ii  In  Itcnefit  and  ad- 
vance the  city,  have  been  repeatedly  demonstrated 
in  its  history.  No  one  factor  was  more  jiromment 
in  promoting  the  early  educational  interests  of  this 
city  than  the  Mei  hanics'  S.icicty.  The  work  ac- 
complished  in   this  direction  is  more  esj/cciaily 


mentioned  in  the  article  on  Schools  In  another 
part  of  this  v.'ork.  This  society  was  formed  in 
1793.  January  loth  of  that  year,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  mechanics  met  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  society.  A  committee  of  one 
from  each  trade  was  appointed  to  prepare  a 
constitution,  which  was  adopted  on  the  iitii  of 
February  follov.'ing,  under  the  title  of  the  Albany 
Mechanics'  Society.  It  w  as  composed  of  the  prin- 
cipal mechanics  of  Albany  and  its  vicinity,  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  "protecting  and  supporting 
such  of  their  brethren  as,  by  sickness  or  accident, 
may  stand  in  need  of  assistance,  and  of  relieving 
the  widows  and  orph.ans  of  those  who  may  die  in 
indigent  circumstances,  and  also  of  providing  the 
means  of  instruction  for  their  chiklrcn. "  The  first 
officers  elected  were  John  W.  Wendell,  Presi- 
dent; Charles  R.  Webster,  First  Vice-President; 
Bernardus  Evertsen,  Second  Vice-President  ;  Isaac 
Hutton,  Treasurer;  John  liurber,  Secretary. 

The  society  was  incorjKirated  by  the  Legislature, 
March  6,  1801,  and  was  dissolved  by  like  act, 
November  25,  1824.  John  W.  Wendell  was  suc- 
ceeded as  President  by  Charles  R.  Webster,  in 
1796.  In  1797,  Jacob  Wright  was  elected  Pre.-i- 
dcnt,  and  remained  as  such  until  I7v9,  ^^li^"" 
Charles  R.  Webster  was  again  elected,  and  was 
annually  re-elected  to  that  office  until  the  final  dis- 
solution of  the  .society.  Mr.  Mutton  continued  as 
Treasurer  until  1808,  when  William  McIIarg  was 
chosen,  and  remained  as  such  officer  during  the  ex- 
istence of  the  society.  John  Barber  was  succeeded 
as  Secretary  by  John  W.  Fryer,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Elisha  W.  Skinner. 

The  society  as  incorporated  consisted  of  si.xt}- 
fi>ur  members,  comprising  at  die  time  the  promi- 
nent and  leading  mechanics  and  tradesmen  of  the 
city.  The  number  of  members  was  subsequently 
swelled  to  one  hundred  and  fiftv. 

The  work  accomplished  ii}'  this  society  w  as  most 
beneficent.  7'he  untirin;.'-  el'forts  of  its  members 
in  the  cause  of  educatinn  and  gor.d  morals,  in  the 
establishment  of  sclmols  and  the  erection  of  school- 
houses,  and  in  elevating  the  grade  of  education  in 
tins  city,  has  left  for  it  a  cherished  recollection 
of  being  among  the  pioneers  and  promoters  of 
sound  learning  and  good  morals  in  the  early  his- 
tory (if  Albari)-  in  this  centur\'. 

Trade  Unions,  which  hive  grown  to  l.>e  such 
powerful  organizations  in  tiie  interest  of  labor, 
have  bc-eii  but  tli'^  rnOiral  onirrov-t!:  r.f  civ-- 
ili/aiii.'n;  and  the  li-ndi-ncy  'o  conibinations  for 
*the  purpose  of  promoting  the  mutual  interest 
of  labor  is  no  new  thing  among  the  industrial 
classes.  The  guilds  of  the  middle  ages  were  but 
tlie  forerinim.TS  of  the  trade  unions  of  to-day:  and 
ihe  strikes  of  mrvdern  times  ha\'e  liad  tlieir  proto- 
tyjie  in  the  Jacquerie  riots  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 
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tuiy.  The  objects  of  these  organizations  are  so 
generally  understood,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  state 
them  here. 

Probably  the  oldest  trade  organization  in  Albany 
is  the  Typographical  Society  which  existed  here  as 
early  as  1813.  Following  this,  in  1S35  there  ex- 
isted several  societies  of  saddlers,  tailors,  painters, 
house-carpenters,  silver-platers,  cordwainers,  found- 
ers, machinists  and  millwrights.  All  of  the  fore- 
going orders,  in  1835,  formed  a  general  society 
made  up  of  representatives  from  the  different 
societies,  and  which  corresjjonded  in  its  character 
to  the  present  Workingmens  Assembly.  Andrew 
Dietz  was  President  of  this  central  organization, 
and  William  Baldwin,  Secretary.  At  this  date 
these  labor  organizations  were  confined  more  espe- 
cially to  improving  the  mechanical  abiliiits  of  the 
members  than  in  making  them  an  eflective  force 
in  demanding  from  employers  any  set  scale  of 
wages.  At  this  time  the  present  powerful  local  or- 
ganizations, representing  almost  every  trade  and 
branch  of  State  and  national  orders,  with  clear, 
well-defmed  principles  and  policies,  were  not 
thought  of. 

About  the  middle  of  the  present  century  almost 
every  branch  of  trade  in  Albany  was  represented 
by  a  union  or  society.  The  principal  ones,  with 
the  exception  of  those  alieudy  mentioned,  were 
the  moldcrs,  cigar-makers,  bricklayers,  masons, 
hatters  and  cartmen.  Jn  i860  the  stone-cutters, 
tin,  co[)[)er,  and  steel  workers  were  rejiresented  by 
separate  unions. 

After  the  close  of  the  late  Civil  War,  the  various 
trades  unions  of  the  Stale  united  in  an  efi'orl  to  form 
a  central  State  organization  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing from  the  Legislature  the  enactment  of  laws 
for  their  common  protection.  A  State  organiza- 
tion, by  their  efforts,  was  started  by  the  Slate  in 
1867,  and  known  as  the  "  Workingmen's  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  New  York.'"  This  recognition  of  the 
right  of  organization,  sanctioned  by  law,  produced 
much  discussion  among  propounders  of  the  law. 
Chief-Justice  Savage  decided  it  to  be  an  indictable 
offense  for  mechanics  to  enter  into  an  association 
whicii  undertook  by  the  imposition  of  fines  to  pre- 
vent a  member  from  working  below  certain  fixed 
wages.  But  in  1870,  the  members  of  this  State  or- 
ganization ^^•ele  successful  in  securing  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law,  which  j^rovided  that  tin;  laws  jiro- 
hibiting  cijusjiiracics  f')  itiinre  trade  and  commerce 
shall  not  be  construed  in  any  C'ourt  of  this  State' to 
restrict  or  prohibit  the  orderly  (')r  peaceable  assem- 
blage or  co-operation  of  persons  employed  in  any 
profession,  trade  or  handicraft,  for  the  pur})0se 
of  securing  an  advance  in  the  rates  of  wages  or 
compensation,  or  lor  the  maintenance  of  such 
rate. 

The  workingniiai's  ■ 'ri^anizations  d'  \ l'Ii ■[lod  rar)- 
idly  in  numbers  aiul  inllueuce  alter  this  \icior\'.  in 
this  same  year  they  secured  the  enactment  of  the 
law  making  eigtit  liours  a  leu:al  ilay  s  work  f  ir  all 
laborers  and  mechanics  employed  liy  the  State  or 
any  municijial  C(,)rporation ;  and  mtu  e  then  have 
exerted  not  a  little  influence  in  every  I.eL'islUure. 

Albany  Workingmen's  Assembly,  a  branch  of  the 


State  organization,  was  organized  in  1882,  for  the 
purpose  of  a.ssisting  in  the  promotion  of  trades- 
unionism,  and  whatever  in  its  opinion  might  be 
beneficial  to  the  working  class.  It  is  composecl  of 
delegates  from  any  regularly  constituted  trades 
union  or  labor  organization  in  Albany  or  vicinity; 
the  basis  of  membership  being  three  delegates  from 
every  union  numbering  less  than  caic  hundred 

!  mend)ers,  five  for  every  one  hundred,  and  one  del- 

!  egate  for  every  additional  one  hundred  or  fraction- 
al part  of  one  hundred  over  fifty.  At  present  there 
are  thirteen  trades  unirms  represented  in  this  as- 
sembly, being  the  m.olders,  cigar-makers,  brick- 
layers, masons  and  plasterers,  carpenters,  shoe- 
makers, lasters,  tailors,  coopers,  polishers  and 
nickel-platers,  typographers,  painters,  plumbers, 
and  stone-cutters. 

Albany  has  long  been  noted  as  a  stove  manu- 
facturing city,  and  in  this  branch  of  trade  excels 
any  other  in  the  United  States.  This  extensive 
business  necessitates  the  employment  of  a  large 
number  of  moldcrs,  wdio  for  many  }ears  have 
had  a  powerful  labor  organization  in  Albany.  It 
was  formed  in  1859  with  675  members,  being  the 
eighth  Tilolders'  Tnion.  It  is  now  a  branch  of  the 
international  union  organized  in  this  country. 

Cooperage  was  formerly  a  very  important  in- 
dustry in  Albany,  nearly  all  the  ale  barrels  used  in 
this  county  being  manufactured  here.  A  Coopers' 
Union  was  formed  at  Albany  in  1863,  and  has  ex- 
isted here  ever  since.  It  is  a  branch  of  the  inter- 
national order,  which  is  ably  represented  by  a 
monthly  periodical  called  the  Con/'cr's  Jouriki/.  The 
Albany  Union  has  a  membership  of  100. 

The  Cigar  INIakers'  Union  was  organized  in  Al- 
bany in  1879,  and  now  includes  between  three  and 
four  hundred  members.  No  serious  difficulty  has 
ever  existed  between  the  members  of  this  union  and 
employers  in. regard  to  wages,  with  the  exception 
of  a  strike  in  18S3,  lasting  four  weeks,  which  was 
finally  settled  l>y  comproniise. 

Since  the  building  of  the  New  Capitol,  the  num- 
ber of  stone-cutters  has  been  greatly  reinforced, 
and  in  1S78  the  7Vll)any  (  Jranite  Cutters'  Union  was 
formed,  largely  made  up  of  the  stone-cutters  em- 
ployed on  that  work.     IMainly  through  the  efforts 

I  of  the  members  of  this  order,  the  .Mbany  Working- 

I  men's  Assembly  wns  organized. 

i  'I'lie  'rvp(>grai)hicai  l^nion,  tlie  old(!St,  and,  in 
man\'  respects,  tiie  mo=t  powerful  lab')r  on.lcr  in 
Albany,  has  had  an  almost  continuous  organiza- 
tion from  1S13  to  the  present,  it  is  now  active, 
full  and  resolute. 

The  remaining  trade's  unions  are  all  c>f  compara- 
tive recent  growth;  but  all  have  organizations  vary- 
ing in  membership  according  to  the  number  of 
men  emplo\'ed  in  tin.'  varion'^  tiadcs.  It  is  claimed 
that  there  are  at  leU'-'.  7,^00  members  i.ieionging  10 
trades  unions  in  this  city,  'i  here  arc  six  local  as- 
semblies and  o;ic  district  assembly  of  tiie  Knights 
of  Labor. 

Prison  Labor. — X("<  one  subject  connected  with 
I  labor  has  been  more  generally  discussed  than  that 
of  the  present  prison  contract  system,  by  which 
tlie  State  leases  to' contractors  the  labor  of  prisoners 
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confined  in  the  State  prisons.  Since  1878  there 
have  been,  on  an  average,  about  6,000  prisoners  at 
work  on  contracts  in  tins  State.  It  is  claimed  by 
opponents  of  the  contract  system  that  the  work  of 
these  prisoners  at  the  low  price  it  can  be  obtained, 
works  immense  damage  to  honest  labor.  Es- 
pecially prominent  in  o})i)Osilion  to  contract  system 
has  been  the  attitude  of  the  jjresent  trades  unions 
of  Albany,  where  this  competition  is  most  severely 
felt,  not  only  because  of  the  location  of  the  Albany 
Penitentiary,  but  it  affects  the  two  leading  trades 
of  the  city,  that  of  the  iron-molders  and  the  boot 
and  shoemakers.  [ 

Nearly  a  fourth  of  all  the  i)risoncrs  confined  in  1 
our  State  prisons  are  employed  in  the  iron  mold-  i 
ing  industry,  while  about  2,000  are  employed  in 
making  boots  and  shoes.  These  two  trades  are 
the  greatest  sulfcrers,  as  more  than  one-half  of  all 
the  {)risoners  in  this  Slate  are  employed  in  them. 
The  great  f)rob!em  is,  how  the  State  prisons  can 
be  made  self-sui)porting  or  nearly  so,  without  in- 
juring honest  labor.  Many  plans  have  been  j)ro- 
posed  and  the  subject  has  been  ably  discussed, 
but  as  yet  no  plans  have  been  advanced  which 
serve  to  meet  the  apprt)val  of  a  majority  of  our  law- 
makers. ]kU  it  is  certain  that  a  solution  of  the 
question  by  which  the  present  injurious  bearing 
on  any  two  or  three  trades  could  be  avoided, 
would  be  hailed  widi  delight  by  the  industrious, 
law-abiding  mechanics;  and  in  no  city  would  this 
happy  result  be  more  gladly  wx'lcomed  than  in  the 
City  of  Albany. 

Strikes. — Albany  has  been  remarkably  free  from 
the  disastrous  and  foolish  outbreaks  which  have  | 
marked  the  conduct  of  many  unfortunate  laborers  | 
in  other  cities,  and  which  have  worked  such  incal-  | 
culable  harm  to  the  best  interests  of  labor  and 
capital.    This  has  been  due  to  the  wi.sdorn  and 
good  sense  displayed  by  both  employers  and  em- 
ployees.   Strikes  are  too  often  the  result  of  ignor- 
ance on  the  part  of  die  members  of  trades  unions 
of  the  condition  of  their  particular  trade.  ']"lu' 
propriety  of  asking  fur  an  advance  in  wages,  antl 
of  striking  if  it  is  refused,  depends  entirely  u])on 
the  condition  of  trade,  the  amount  of  business  in  , 
prospect,  and  the  profits  the  employers  are  liable 
to  realize,  circumstances  of  wliich  the  trades  unions 
are  too  often  entirely  ignorant,  and  which  frc-  | 
quently  ])rovcs  fatal  to  the  interests  of  tlic  toilers. 

The  niost  impMitant  strikes  have  occurred  with 
die  moldcrs.  'J'lii}  have  several  times  resorted 
to  this  manner  of  benefiting  their  condition,  will; 
varying  degrees  of  success.  In  1S59,  400  of  them 
resolved  to  do  away  with  what  is  known  as  the 


Berkshire  system;  that  is,  every  certain  number  of 

skilled  mechanics  are  obliged  to  take  an  apprentice 
and  assist  him  in  learning  the  trade.  As  most  of 
the  molders  work  by  the  piece,  the  time  spent 
in  teaching  the  ajiprentice  is  just  so  much  time 
lost,  so  much  really  taken  from  their  salary.  In 
the  strike  referred  to,  the  molders,  after  remairiing 
out  of  employ  for  some  time,  were  obliged  to 
resume  work  without  gaining  their  object.  During 
the  present  year,  the  molders  made  a  similar  re- 
sult against  this  system,  and  remained  on  a  "  strike  '' 
for  several  months,  but  a  short  lime  ago  (October, 
1885)  submitted  without  accomplishing  anything 
of  substantial  benefit. 

The  most  formidable  strike  which  ever  occurred 
in  this  city,  happened  in  1863.  At  this  time  the 
dock  laborers  were  joined  by  the  Central  Railroad 
laborers  for  an  advance  of  37.}  cents  per  day.  In 
pursuance  of  a  published  call,  there  was  a  large 
gathering  of  laboiers  held  at  the  corner  of  Quacken- 
bush  and  Water  streets,  June  15,  1863.  ']'he  refusal 
of  the  Railroad  Company  to  accede  to  their  de- 
mands infuriated  them  to  an  intense  degree.  In  a 
body  they  walked  to  West  Albany,  and  there  forced 
the  men  at  work  in  the  Central  shops  to  leave  their 
work.  They  then  returned  to  this  city  and  pro- 
ceeded down  State  street  in  a  body,  some  of  them 
armed  with  clubs.  They  compelled  the  employees 
at  Davidson's  Safe  Works  to  leave  dieir  positions, 
and  in  a  few  moments  all  work  wasstoi)ped.  'lhe\- 
visited  Taylor's  Jirewery,  where  they  bur.stopcn  the 
doors,  ransacked  the  brewing  and  malt-houses,  and 
drove  the  men  from  their  work.  Thev  did  con- 
siderable damage  by  stopping  the  men  while  pour- 
ing off  the  castings  at  Ransom's  Foundr)-.  (  he 
police  were  apparently  powerless,  and  the  city  was 
virtually  in  the  hands  of  the  mob  for  two  davs. 
June  i7tli,tlie  violent  demonstration  of  the  strikers 
caused  the  arrest  of  one  of  their  number,  which  so 
enraged  them  that  a  general  fight  took  place,  in 
which  one  of  the  rioters  was  shot.  After  this 
occurrence,  the  citizens  of  Albany  induced  the 
Governor  to  call  upon  the  National  Guard  to 
restore  order.  I'his  was  done,  and  the  25th  Regi- 
ment was  called  out  by  the  Slierilf.  liut  there  was 
no  necessity  for  their  services,  as  the  Central  Rail- 
road officials  soon  after  informed  the  laborers  that 
they  acceded  to  their  demands. 

Wilh  the  exception  uf  the  foregoing,  the  relations 
between  lite  einphncrs  and  employees  in  Albanv 
iiave  been  marked  by  moderation  and  good  sense. 
Fair  wages  have  been  the  rule,  aral  in  no  city  has 
the  honest,  industrious  laborer  been  more  prusper- 
ous,  contented  and  happy. 
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n'^HF^  County  of  Albany  has  a  colored  popula- 
\  tion  of  about  1,300.  Tbcy  engage  in  all  the 
ordinary  pursuits,  anti  are  creditably  repr<;>onted  in 
the  professions.  They  often  achieve  comfortable 
posiiions  in  life, and  are,asaclass,  honest,  industrious 
and  law-abiding.  Tiiey  have  not  to  contend  against 
the  race  prejudice  that  exists  in  some  cities.  Coming 
here  originally  as  slaves,  they  have  passed  through 
the  successive  stages  of  emanci[)alion  and  elevation 
to  citizenship.  One  of  die  oldest  and  best  pre- 
served in  body  and  mind  of  their  numbers  is  Tohn 
J.  William.s,  of  169  Second  street.  "  Uncle  John,  " 
as  he  is  familiarly  called,  ha^  a  clear,  retentive 
memory  and  an  active,  well-balanced  mind.  He 
was  born  in  1809,  and  belonged  to  Colonel  Philip 
P.  Satats,  father  of  Barent  and  Peter  Slaats,  both 
physicians  of  Albany.  ■Mr.  Williams  thinks  the 
first  colored  church  in  this  city  stood  opposite 
where  die  two-stecj)lcd  church  now  stands,  about 
181 5.  T  he  next  church  was  built  in  Hamilton 
street,  and  the  minister's  narne  was  Nathaniel  Paul. 
The  colored  fulks  had  a  Wilberforce  school  under 
this  church.  'J  he  first  teacher  was  an  Irishman, by 
the  name  of  McCabe;  then  ]\Ir.  l>assett  was  the 
teacher;  and  then  Tliomas  Paul,  nejihew  of  the 
pastor,  and  gradupte  of  Dartmouth  College.  Jc^hn 
Q.  Allen  was  the  last  teaciier  of  that  ])roscribcd 
school.  The  admission  of  colored  children  to 
equal  privileges  with  the  whites  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  Stale,  under  the  operation  of  the 
"Civil  Rights  Law  of  1873,"  brought  the  Wilber- 
force to  a  close. 

Mr.  Williams  says,  "  Pinkster  Day  "was  in  Africa 
a  religious  day,  partly  pagan  and  partly  Christian, 
like  our  Christmas  day.  Many  of  the  old  colored 
people,  then  in  Albany,  were  born  in  Africa,  and 
would  dance  their  wild  dances  and  cing  in  their 
native  language. 

"  Pinksler  festivities  took  place  usually  in  May, 
and  lasted  an  entire  week.  It  began  the  Monday 
following  Whit-Sunday  of  the  Catholic  and  Episco- 
pal Churches,  and  was  the  ('arnival  of  tht;  African 
race,in  which  diey  invlulged  in  unrestrained  merri- 
ment and  revelry.  The  main  and  leading  spirit 
was  "Charley  of  the  Pinkster  Hill,"  who  was 
brought  from  Angola,  in  the  Guinea  Gulf,  in  his 
infant  days,  and  purcha-ed  by  a  rich  mcrclimt 
living  on  the  eastern  l-ank  of  the  Kudaon.  "King 
Charles  "was  said  to  have  royal  b'ood  in  his  veins. 

I  he  Beau  Bruiiii  ii-i  oi  Liiu  liay  »\  as  .Voa;:;  liii'.kc, 
then  body  servant  to  the  Old  Patroou,  and  a  grand 
master  of  ceremonies  he  was. 

The  dancing  music  was  peculiar.  The  main  in- 
strument was  a  sort  of  'ketde-drum,  '  a  wooden 
article  called  an  eel-pot.  with  a  sheep-skin  drawn 
tightly  over  one  end.  Astride  this  sat  Jackey 
Quackenboss,  beating  lustily  with  his  hands  and 


repeating  the  ever  wild,  though  euphonic  cry  of 
"  Hi-a-bornba,  bomba,  bomba,''  in  fuil  harmony 
with  the  trumming  sounds  of  his  eel-pot. 

Mr.  lackson,  a  colored  man,  was  at  one  time  the 
principal  baker  in  Albany;  and  a  teamster,  by  the 
name  of  Lattimore,  got  to  be  a  man  of  property. 
Still  there  were  but  few  colored  voters  in  this 
county  under  the  old  law,  rc(|uiring  a  $250  prop- 
erty qualification.  One  of  the  great  institutions  of 
the  NorUicrn  States  in  slavery  times  was  the  great 
"Underground  Railway."  No  modern  raiUvay 
ever  had  so  many  lines,  so  many  trains,  so  many 
stations,  or  so  many  agents  or  conductors.  It  was 
very  exclusive,  for  its  p.issengers  were  all  colored 
people.  It  started  anywhere  and  everywhere  in  the 
Slave  States  and  always  ended  in  Canada.  No 
through  route  ever  had  such  a  signal  light,  for  it 
ran  its  trains  by  the  nordi  stir.  Kvery  genuine 
lover  of  liberty  was  a  stockholder,  and  every  stock- 
holder was  a  minute-man.  Of  course  every  true 
black  man  was  a  charter  member.  One  of  the 
most  noted  agents  at  the  Albany  station  was  Stephen 
Meyers.  Jle  was  born  a  slave  in  Rensselaer  County 
in  i8co,  in  the  family  of  iJr.  P.ights,  but  was  .soon 
liberated  by  the  abolition  of  shivery  in  this  State. 
Thousands  of  slaves  reached  Canada  through  his 
aid.  He  enlisted  the  first  company  of  colored 
men  from  Albany,  upwards  of  forty,  but  Governor 
^Morgan  would  not  accept  them,  and  they  went  to 
the  front  as  a  part  of  the  54th  Massachu.seits 
Regiment.  Some  of  his  principal  assistants  were 
John  G.  Steward,  Charles  B.  .Morton,  William  H. 
'J'opp,  Wiiliam  P.  Mclntyre,  William  H.  Matthew-.^, 
Primus  Robinson,  i5cnjamiii  Cutler,  George  Mor- 
gan, and  Dr.  ]'llkins,  mcjst  of  v.horn  liavc  passed 
awa}'.  The  latter  was  appointed  by  (Governor  An- 
drews, of  Massachusetts,  as  a  Metlical  I-lxaminer  in 
the  54th  and  55th  Regiments.  Dr.  P.lkinswentto 
Liberia,  and  brought  home  valuable  collections  of 
minerals,  shells,  and  curiosities.  Jo.seph  A.  Smith, 
bom  in  Soutii  Carolina,  ha;  spent  much  of  his  life 
in  this  section,  trusted  and  respected  by  the  bc-st 
citizens.  James  Matthews,  the  colored  lawyer,  has 
a  profc-j^^sional  standing  and  record  that  are  an  hoiior 
to  any  man  that  achieves  ihcni. 

-\dam  Blake,  late  proprietor  of  the  Kenmore 
Hotel,  was  born  in  the  City  of  .Albany  April  6, 
1830.  He  died  September  7,  18S1.  tie  was  the 
richest  and  best-known  business  man  of  his  race  in 
tills  county.  Mr.  Jiiak.-  rccei.i-o  a  t  I'.iinmar  .Sciiooi 
education.  He  was  a  born  iiolcl-k-wepcr.  lie  took 
to  it  as  a  fish  takes  to  v.ater.  Every  venture  was  a 
success.  Commencing  as  the  keeper  of  a  restaurant 
in  Beaver  street  in  1H5!,  fr^in  there  he  went  to 
Janies  street,  and  thence  to  State  and  Pearl.  From 
State  he  went  to  the  Congress  Hail,  on  Capitol 
Hill.    He  left  an  estate  valued  at  $ico,ooo.  His 
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wife,  Catherine,  and  four  children  survive  him. 
The  hold  is  now  successfully  managed  by  his 
widow. 

William  H.  Johnson,  the  well-known  orator  and 
writer,  was  born  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  of  free  parents, 
March  4,  1S83.  His  early  education  was  confmed 
to  what  he  received  as  a  jnipil  in  Christ  Church 
(Episcopalian)  Sabbath-school,  in  his  native  city. 
He  came  to  Albany  in  1851.  He  was  the  author 
of  the  Civil  Kights  Bill  of  this  State.  He  has  al- 
ways lieen  a  firm  Republican  in  politics.  His  ora- 
torical talent  is  widely  known,  often  appearing  on 
the  rostrum  with  the  ablest  speakers  of  the  country. 
He  is  one  of  the  four  survivors  of  that  noble  band 
of  original  Abolition  speakers,  whose  thunderbolts 
of  truth  startetl  a  moral  and  political  earthquake 
that  culminated  in  the  slave-holders'  suicidal  re- 
bellion and  ended  in  the  extinction  of  American 
slavery. 

'^I'hc  Albany  Female  Lundy  Society  was  organ- 
ized in  the  City  of  Albany  jane  19,  1833,  by  a  few 
earnest  and  benevolent  colored  ladies  for  mutual 
benefit  and  the  development  of  social,  intellectual 
and  religious  principles.  It  has  had  an  unbroken 
existence  for  fifty-two  years,  continually  growing  in 
strength  and  usefulness.  While  officers  are  elected 
annually,  only  three  persons  have  been  elected 
Presidents  of  the  Association  in  these  fifty-two  years: 
]\Irs.  Catherine  March,  INIrs.  Levi  Johnson  and 
Mrs.  Michael  Donge. 

The  Lovejoy  Society  of  Albany  is  also  com- 
posed of  colored  ladies,  and  while  not  so  numer- 
ous nor  as  old  as  the  "  lAindy's,"  has  a  kindred 
purpose  and  deserves  commendation.  IMrs.  John 
G.  Stewart  is  the  I'residcnt. 

Jephthah  Lodge,  No.  13,  F.  kY..  was  consti- 
tuted in  the  City  of  .Albany  on  the  ;!6th  of  Decem- 
ber, i860,  under  a  warrant  from  the  j\L  V/.  Grand 
Lodge  (colored)  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Slate  of  New  York  derived  its 
jurisdiction  from  a  charter  or  warrant  granted  to 
the  Prince  Hall  Lodge,  of  Boston,  Mass. ,  com)iosed 
of  colored  men,  by  Lord  Howard,  acting  Grand 
Master,  under  the  authority  of  his  Royal  Highness 
Henr}-  Frederick,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Grand 
Master  of  the  RLost  Ancient  and  flonorable  So- 
ciety of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  aytli  day  of 
September,  a.  u.  5784,  a,  n.  1784.  The  war- 
rant bears  tl'C  great  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Great  Britain.  'l"he  record  of  this  Lodge  is  gooil. 
Three  of  her  members  have  been  elected  Grand 
Masters  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  namel}', 
Samuel  J.  Scoltson,  William  H.  Johnson,  33^,  and 
John  De\  <,i. 

Philomathean  T,odge,  711,  G.  U.  O.  of  0.  F. 
Dispensation  gnnlcd  lulv,  184 

Foremost  aniC'n;,''  Uie  org.ini/.aiiuns  <.iJ  colored 
men  in  Albany  is  the  Charles  Sumner  Benevo- 
lent Association.  This  Society  takes  the  name  of 
that  illustrious  statesman  and  eniancipator  who  is 
revered  by  the  oppressed  of  all  nations  and  of  all 
climes,  the  late  Hon,  Cirarles  Sumner,  United 
States  Senator  from  Massaciuiselts,  was  organized 
in  1S75.  Is  incorporated  under  the  general  laws  of 


this  State.  Their  motto  is:  "  We  care  for  our  sick 
and  bury  our  dead."  The  President  is  John  T. 
Chapman. 

THE  ST.  ANDREW'S  SOCIETY 

Is  the  oldest  benevolent  organization  in  Albany 
County.  It  grew  out  of  the  United  Irish  and 
Scotch  Benevolent  Society,  which  was  form>ed  at  a 
meeting  held  Februarys,  1S02.  Under  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  first  President  should  be  a  Scotch- 
man, Andrew  Brown,  merchant,  was  chosen.  At 
a  meeting  held  October  7,  1803,  the  society  was 
dissolved.  On  the  I2lh  day  of  the  same  montli,  a 
meeting  of  Scotchmen  was  held  at  the  Tontine  Cof- 
fee Flouse  to  consider  the  question  of  instituting  a 
society  to  be  composed  entirely  of  Scotchmen. 
After  a  favorable  report,  the  meeting  adjourned  to 
October  19th,  when  it  met  and  organized  the  St. 
Andrew's  Society  c;f  the  City  of  Albany,  for  social 
and  benevolent  purposes.  John  Stephenson  was 
elected  President:  \V'illiam  ^lilroy,  Treasurer;  and 
Archibald  ]\lclntyre,  Secretary. 

From  that  day  to  the  present  time,  this  organi- 
zation has  been  kept  up  with  unflagging  interest. 

July  26,  1804,  resolutions  expressing  grief  "  d  ir 
the  premature  and  untimely  death  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,"  who  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  a 
kindred  society  in  New  York  City,  were  passed. 

October  12,  1871,  the  Albany  society  sent  $600 
to  St.  Andrew's  Society  in  Chicago  for  the  relief  of 
the  sufferers  by  the  great  fire.  Space  will  not  ad- 
mit a  record  of  the  many  contributions  to  benevo- 
lent objects  made  by  this  worthy  organization.  Its 
maxim  is  "help  one  another."  No  needy,  honest, 
Scot,  man  or  woman,  appeals  to  it  in  vain. 

In  1S05  its  surplus  funds  were  ,-^221. 15.  Its 
first  act  of  incorporation  limited  its  annual  income 
to  $250.  In  1857,  the  Legislature  amended  its 
chatter,  permitting  an  income  of  $2,500.  It  has 
now  a  fund  of  $15,000,  the  income  of  which  is  a 
source  of  relief  to  many  unfortunate  members. 

The  officers  for  1885  were  Peter  Kinnear,  Presi- 
dent; Andrew  McMurray,  First  Vice-President; 
George  Hcndrick,  Second  ViceT-'resident;  William 
S.  Smart,  Chaplain:  H.  G.  INIcXaughten,  Physician; 
Walter  Mclv.van,  Treasurer;  II.  C.  Kinnear,  Sec- 
retaiy:  john  ]■".  Montignani,  Assistant  Secretary; 
Robci  t  ij.  uu-^,  t.'orresponding  Secretary;  Thou  as 
McCrcdie,  Donald  McDonald,  Allan  Gilinour,Ri il>- 
ert  Macfarlane,  lames  Lawrence,  INIanagers. 

THE  ST.  CrEORGE  S  BENE\'0- 
EENT  SOCIETY 

OF  tile  Cily  of  Albany,  was  organized  January 
27,  iSCio,  Mitli  the  following  officers,  viz.: 
|oim  Taylor.  I'resi.luU;  William  Lacy,  First  \'ice- 
President;  Tlu.mas  Rowland,  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent; Thomas  Sniitn,  Physician;  John  K.  Wylie, 
""I'reasurer;  W.  j.  Dickson,  Secretary;  Rev.  \\m. 
Rudder,  Chaplain. 

Its  object  is  to  alford  relief  and  advice  to  indigent 
natives  of  England,  or  to  their  wives,  widows  or 
children,  and  to  promote  social  intercourse  among 
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its  meinl)er.s;  and  form  a  permanent  fund  to  earn- 
out  this  charitable  purpose.  It  stiil  continues  in 
existence,  doing  considcralylc  good.  Its  member- 
ship is  eighty-five.  It  meets  in  Room  No.  i6, 
Tweddle  Building,  on  llie  second  ^^'ednesday  of 
eacli  month. 

Its  present  officers  are  WiUiam  Lacy,  Presitient; 
Edward  Ogden,  First  Vice-President;  John  Cook, 
Second  Vice-President;  W.  W.  Orey,  Secretaiy;  R. 
N.  Newton,  Treasurer;  R.  J.  Greenwood,  Corre- 
sponding Secretary;  Hailes,  Jr.,  Physician;  Rev. 
A.  W.  Stocicwin,  Chaplain;  William  Lacy,  W.  W. 
(key,  R.  N.  Newton,  John  N.  Parker,  D.  F.  Skin- 
ner, George  II.  Stevens,  Edward  Ogden,  Trustees. 

PUBLIC  BATH. 

FOR  many  years  the  philanthropic  and  public- 
spirited  men  of  Albany  agitated  the  importance 
of  a  public  bath  for  the  city.  Several  meetings  were 
held  and  many  plans  laid  for  the  carrying  out  of 
some  project.  The  difficulty  of  raising  the  neces- 
sary funds  with  which  to  construct  the  bath  always 
presented  itself  On  one  or  two  occasions,  public 
benefits  were  given  to  raise  money  for  this  purpose. 
The  press  of  the  city  gave  the  project  their  hearty 
support. 

One  of  the  foremost  men  in  these  movements 


was  Henry  L.  Gladding,  who  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  untiring  zeal  with  which  he  advocated  the 
measure. 

The  project  was  revived  in  1879,  when  Garry  J. 
Benson  started  a  swimming  school  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  which  was  carried  on  with  great  .suc- 
cess until  1 88 1. 

About  this  time,  a  numl,>er  of  citizens  formed  an 
organization  known  as  the  Bath-Ilouse  Com- 
mittee, the  purpose  of  which  was  to  collect  funds 
by  voluntary  subscriptions  for  tlie  construction  of  a 
public  bath.  I\Ir.  Benson  nnd  others  served  as  a 
committee  to  furnish  a  suitable  building.  They 
bought  of  the  Round  Lake  Camp  Company,  for 
Sioo,  a  structure  which  was  removed  to  Albany. 
This  was  reconstructed  and  greatly  enlarged.  The 
citizens  generously  contributed  S2, 700  for  this  pur- 
pose, which  has  made  a  structure  of  beautiful  and 
ample  proportions.  Annual  contributions  have 
been  made  ever  since.  With  these,  new  improve- 
ments have  constantly  been  added. 

During  the  four  years  since  it  was  opened  to  the 
public,  180, 8S0  persons  have  availed  themselves  of 
its  jirivileges.  Mr.  P)t,nson  has  always  been  its 
Superintendent,  and  during  all  this  time  not  a 
single  accident  has  occurred.  Garry  Iknson's 
public  bath  has  become  one  of  the  institutions  of 
Albany.  ■  ■ 


CHRISTIAN  WORI^ 


A  LRANY  CITY  TRACT  AND  MISSIONARY 
l\  SOCIETY  was  organized  in  1835,  and  in- 
cor{)orated  in  1856. 

The  New  Mission  BuiIdi!ig,corner  Franklin  and 
Jvensselaer  street,  was  dedlicated  in  1S78.  The 
Ladies'  Au.xiliary  Board  was  organi;;ed  in  1879. 

The  branches  of  the  work  given  below  were 
placed  in  1S74. 

It  employs  as  many  mission  workers  as  can  be 
paid  to  do  the  work  of  the  society,  in  visiting  tlie 
needy,  distributing  gospel  literature  among  them, 
and  ministeiing  to  them  in  many  others  ways. 

It  conducts  gospel,  tempeniTu e,  social  and  liter- 
ary evening  meetings  in  the  Mission  Iluilding,  lor 
the  benefit  of  all  who  will  attend  tlieni. 

It  keeps  open  one  of  the  most  inviting  Coffee 
Rooms  in  the  city,  having  an  extensive  bill  of  fare, 
where  food  is  sold  at  low  rates. 

It  has  a  Cooking  School  for  women  and  girls, 
where  they  may  receive  uistruTtion  in  ttie  arts  of 
household  life. 

It  sustains  a  IK  .It  I''.} Lodging  IL)iise,  where 
the  homeless  boys  of  .Albany  can  li-i\.'  the  use  of 
books,  games,  papers,  a  well- warmed  and  well- 
lighted  room,  and  furnished  with  a  good  bed,  all 
for  the  sum  of  five  cents  a  night. 

It  has  a  Fruit  and  Flower  Mission,  having  sjjecial 
reference  to  the  sick  j)uv)r  in  liomes  and  ho.-pital<'. 
'I'hrough  tills  branch  of  wtirk  is  yearly  distributed 


thou.sands  of  articles  essential  to  the  comfort  of  the 
sick,  which  they  cannot  afford  to  purchase. 

It  publishes  y/i,;  Wa/'k  al  Home  every  month,  to 
keep  before  the  public  the  Christian  work  in  the 
City  of  Albany. 

'J'he  entire  work  is  kept  free  from  debt,  has  nei- 
ther mortgage  nor  interest  to  pay,  and  every  dollar 
given  to  it  is  directly  used  for  one  of  the  objects 
above  named. 

This  society  is  undenominational;  it  is  sujjported 
by  tlie  gifts  of  the  charitable,  in  and  out  of  churches; 
makes  no  distinction  in  ii--  benevolent  work  on 
account  of  race  or  ci(  cd;  <ind  invites  the  conlribu- 
lioiis  of  uil  to  sustain  it. 

1  YOUNG  MENS  CHRISTIAN  ASSQCIA  TIOX. 

I      The  objects  sought  to  be  attained  and  thu  inllu- 

'  ence  for  good  exerted  by  the  Young  .Men's  Christian 

!  Associations  all  over  die  country,  ineet  the  approval 

I  of  a  majority  of  the  people  acquamted  with  the 

!  principles  and  aims    i  rg.it.!;:.;;!  '\\,,^\. 

I  there  is  mighty  power  in  evt.M   siich  a^^oci.uion, 

I  and  that  the  principle  of  united  actions  is  most 

'  important,  both  in  tlie  Ch.nrch  and  in  the  world, 

;  will  not  be  denied.    The  great  principles  and  aims 

:  of  all  Christian  organizations  are  .so  well  under- 
stood, and  their  impurtaiico  so  univcrsailv  acknowl- 

I  edged,  that  they  need  not  be  urged. 


I  .'  .i  ■• 


I'JiJO  y.  \t, 


,..!(  ,  -  'I! 

■  Af';;  i  [■fir'')''':'  r:  ;.  ■;,rj  :'; 
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That  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Albany  has  not  attained  the  strength  and  efficiency 
of  similar  associations  in  other  cities,  and  seeming- 
ly out  of  proportion  to  tlie  population  of  the. city, 
can  be  accounted  for  partially  from  the  fact  that  as- 
sociations of  young  men  exist  here  which  are  thought 
to  accomplish  a  part  at  least  of  what  is  sought  to  be 
done  by  the  Young  jNIen's  Christian  Association. 

'I'his  division  uf  what  maybe  termed  the  legitimate 
work  of  a  Young  I\Ien's  Christian  Association,  has 
prevented  the  f)resent  organizati(')n  from  becoming 
what  it  otherwise  might  have  become.  ]iul  perhaps 
the  same,  and  ma\-  be  greater,  results  for  good  ha\  e 
been  accomplished  by  the  diversity  of  organizations, 
all  striving  for  either  the  moral,  intellectual  oi  phy.s- 
ical  welfare  of  young  men. 

The  present  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
was  organized  ]\[arch  23,  1857,  with  a  member- 
ship of  206.  A  preliminary  meeting  was  held  in  the 
old  Pearl  Street  Baptist  Church  a  short  time  pre- 
vious, called  together  at  the  request  of  147  young 
men  of  this  city,  who  were  desirous  of  forming 
such  an  association,  .'suitable  rooms  were  securcfl 
at  124  State  street  soon  after  organization,  where 
a  library  of  588  volumes  and  a  free  reading-room, 
containing  newspapers  and  other  periodicals,  were 
opened,  religious  services  were  regularly  held, 
and  the  Association  grew  in  usefulness  and  num- 
bers. Five  years  later,  rooms  were  obtained  in 
the  Tweddle  Building,  where  the  Association 
remained  until  I\Iay,  1868,  when  a  location  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  North  Pearl  and  Steu- 
ben streets  was  secured.  Here  the  society  re- 
mained one  Or  two  years,  when  it  removed  to  the 
Commercial  liank  Building  cm  State  Street.  While 
occupying  this  ])lace  the  association  became  par- 
ticularly strong  and  active,  numbering  at  one  time 
about  1,200  members,  nearly  one-third  of  whom 
were  ladies. 

Duringthe  period  of  financial  depression  in  1872 
the  association  disbanded,  vacated  its  rooms,  and 
suspended  active  work,  although  a  nominal  ex- 
istence was  maintained  l)y  the  election  C)f  officers 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  until  the  reorganization 
in  june,  1881,  when  tlie  work  was  resumed  at  the 
present  quarters,  20  North  Pearl  street.  From  Uie 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  association  in  iS57to 
1872,  ladies  were  admi'led  as  members  thesamc  as 
men.  With  ihe  reorganized  association  this  state 
of  affairs  was  changed,  and  none  but  men  were  ad- 
mitted. To  a-isist  in  the  work  of  the  association, 
a  ladies'  auxiliary  was  organized  in  1883,  which  at 
present  consists  of  over  ico  member.s. 

The  association  has  not  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  the  recipient  of  any  Lirge  sum  of  money  at 
any  one  time,  liut  has  been  supplied  mainlv  by 
small  contributions.*  I  he  only  legacy  ever  received 
came  from  F.  F.  Andrews,  wiv  bcquf ath'-d  the 
house  and  lot.  No.  o'')  Madison  avenue,  valued 
at  $3,000,  to  the  Association,  the   proceeds  of 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  Mr.  J.imcs  U  Jermnin  lias  don.ated 
i5o,C'X>  to  this  association  fi.tr  ihv  erection  and  comuietion  of  a  siiitat>lo 
buildin.;  for  its  use,  and  nc;trly  an  fi|ia.il  ^-tr.cunt  ha-;  bcun  sutjscribt-d 
by  citizens  of  .Mhany  f^ir  the  piircliasi'  of  a  l  it  for  tlic  strunun-  and 
fumi^hin^  the  same  w  htn  ccm,»l«-fed.  It  will  prot>ably  be  Ificated  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  >orih  IVail  and  Steuben  streets,  adjoining 
Kenmorc  Hotel. 


which  are  to  be  applied  to  furnishing  bread  to  the 
deserving  poor. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  association  are  about 
$3,000;  membership,  600.  The  library  contains 
1,000  volumes.  A  small  gymnasium  is  attached  to 
the  rooms,  where  instruction  in  physical  culture  is 
given.  The  present  work  consists  mainly  of  lec- 
tures and  educational  exercises  in  the  winter;  re- 
ligious services;  a  free  employment  bureau;  and  a 
boarding-house  director}-. 

Presidents  of  the  association  since  its  organiza- 
tion, 1857,  and  time  of  service:  1857-  58,  Justus 
F.  Taylor;  1858-59,  John  G.  Trcaclwell;  1859- 
60,  William  M.  Woollctt;  1860-/11,  Rufus  K. 
Yicle;  1861-62,  John  Temfileton;  1862-63,  Levi 
Dederick;  1 863-64,  Francis  W.  Holbrook;  1S64- 
65,  George  B.  Byron;  1865-66,  John  Y..  Page; 
1866-67,  Stephen  R.  Grav;  1S67,  Alexander  L. 
Van  Buren;  1867-68,  k.  A.  Wempic;  1S68-70, 
John  PI.  Osborne;  1870-72,  Edward  .Savage;  1872- 
82,  John  'Pemiilclon;  1884,  Charles  PI.  Mills. 

The  present  ofliccrs  of  the  association  are 
Charles  II.  Mills,  President;  Samuel  S.  Ilatt,  First 
Vice-President;  Robert  McRoberts,  Second  Vice- 
President;  Walter  J.  ICaton,  Recording  Secretary; 
Frank  W.  Obcr,  General  Secretar}';  I.  ]).  1''.  Lan- 
sing, Treasurer;  V.  II.Youngman,  John  A.  Howe, 
D.  R.  Niver,  Ezra  H.  Stevens,  Oscar  D.  Robin.son, 
( jeorge  Bouton,  Dr.  Plenry  March,  John  Templeton 
and  A.  PI.  Holmes,  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Rau.koad  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
riON  was  organized  in  1880,  having  for  its  mission 
the  moral  im[>rovement  of  railroad  employees.  At 
the  time  of  organization,  a  building  in  the  yard  of 
the  Union  Depot,  between  Columbia  and  Orange 
streets,  was  secured  and  has  been  used  for  this  pur- 
pose ever  since. 

This  association,  as  well  as  similar  ones  in 
other  cities,  is  very  favorably  considered  by  the  vari- 
ous railroad  companies,  and  receives  substantial 
support  from  them.  I'lic  current  expenses  amount 
to  about  $1,600.  It  is  in  a  good  financial  condition. 
It  has  a  library  of  600  volumes,  with,  a  reading-room 
sujiplied  with  the  leading  news[)a[)ers  and  jicriod- 
icals  of  the  day;  200  members  Ijelong  to  the  asso- 
ciation, '['he  present  officers  are:  (  ieorgo  S.  Weaver, 
President;  J.  11.  Hunter,  'JVcasurer;  Lemuel  S. 
Fish,  Secietary. 

THE  sucn:rv  oi"  s'l.  vincen'p  de  pai.  i. 

had  its  origin  al)oi.t  the  end  of  the  year  1833,  with 
only  eight  members,  of  whom  the  venerable  Fred- 
erick Osnam  was  ;ho  ruling  spirit.  It  is  now  estab- 
lished throughout  Europe,  America  and  Africa.  In 
India  the  late  Viceroy,  ]'-arl  of  Ripon,  deemed  it 
an  honor  to  be  president  of  a  simple  confciencc. 

The  mnin  '>'.j,  c<  nid  aim  '>f  the  si)citly  is  to 
encourage  its  n,einl;c.-s  by  example  and  counsel  in 
the  practice  of  a  Christian  life  and  in  deeds  of 
charity. 

In  the  winter  of  1S47-48  the  society  was  first 
introduced  into  this  city,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Mary,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  young 
priest,  Rev.  C.  Putnam,  and  Rev.  IC.  P.  W'adhams, 
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now  Bishop  of  Ogdensbiirg',  and  was  soon  extended, 
by  the  efforts  of  the  hite  Cardinal  Bishop  iMc- 
Closkcy,  to  St.  John's  parish  and  the  cathedral.  In 
1858  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  institute  what  is 
called  a  particular  council — that  is,  a  council,  ac- 
cording to  tlie  rules  of  the  society,  composed  of 
the  spiritual  directors,  presidents  and  vice-presi- 
dents of  the  various  conferences.  This  was  soon 
accomplished,  with  the  conferences  of  Troy,  West 
Troy,  Cohoes,  Waterford,  Lansingburgh  and  Green- 
bush  added;  but  soon  tliose  out-of-town  confer- 
ences became  so  numerous,  it  was  deemed  well 
that  their  connection  with  the  Albany  council 
should  be  severed  and  other  councils  formed  — one 
at  Troy  and  another  at  Cohoes,  all,  however,  con- 
nected with  the  supreme  council  of  New  York. 

Some  time  afterwards  a  conference  was  estab- 
lished in  St.  Joseph's  parish,  then  at  St.  Ann's,  St. 
Patrick's,  and  later  at  the  Assumption.  The  jirin- 
cipal  work  of  the  society  consists  in  assisting  poor 
families  at  their  homes,  every  family  on  the  relief 
roll  being  visited  weekly  by  a  committee  of  the  so- 
piety. 

The  City  Almshouse,  as  well  as  the  Charity  Hos- 
pital, is  visited  weekly  by  one  or  more  members  of 
the  society,  and  religious  instruction  imparted  to 
the  inmates.  The  City  Penitentiary  and  Jail  are 
also  visited  weekly,  prayers  maintained,  and  read- 
ing matter  supplied  to  the  Catholic  inmates. 

The  work  of  organizing  Sunday  schools  (in 
places  remote  from  tlie  churches)  is  made  a  special 
feature  of  the  society,  and  much  good  work  has 
been  done  in  that  way. 

By  a  recent  general  report,  it  was  seen  that  the  so- 
ciety had  expended  in  cash  in  this  cit}',  since  its  com- 
mencement, $100,000  for  relief  in  kind,  besides 
vast  quantities  of  provisions  and  clothing  donated 
by  charitable  persons,  during  the  winter  seasons. 
Tlie  number  of  visits  made  to  families  was  shown 
to  be  12,500,  and  the  number  of  persons  constitut- 
ing those  families  amounted  to  about  40,000. 

ALBANY  ORPHAN  ASYLUIM. 

The  Albany  Orphan  Asylum  was  the  outgrowth 
of  the  philanthropic  efforts  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
D.  Vv^asson,  assisted  by  a  number  of  the  charita])lc 
citizens  of  Albany.  It  is  the  oldest  and  one  of  ihc 
best  managed  of  the:  Albanv  charitable  institniiims. 
A  I'raine  building  was  hired  at  the  upper  end  of 
Washingtor*  street,  and  tlu-  institution  was  n(>rned 
Decend)er  i,  1820,  with  eight  children.  wIulIi  at 
the  end  of  the  month  had  increased  to  twenty.  A 
permanent  orga)uzation  was  effected  May  19,  1S30, 
and  the  first  olficers,  elected  June  loth,  were  Ed- 
ward C.  Delavan,  President;  Dyer  Latlirop,  Treas- 
urer; John  0.  Wasson,  Secretary;  and  F.rastii? 
Corning,  Jal.iez  I*.  llainuK unl,  Saunui  M.  Ll^p- 
kins,  James  Gourlay,  Joshua  A.  jjuike,  John  W'di- 
ard,  George  Young,  James  D.  Wasson,  D)er 
Lathrop,  and  Oliver  Steele,  Managers. 

In  1831,  an  act  was  passed  to  incorporate  the 
society.  During  the  following  year,  the  erection 
of  a  building  on  Robin  street,  between  Western 
and  Washington  avenues,  was  commenced,  and  fin- 


ished in  1833.  The  asylum,  during  the  first  eight- 
een years  of  its  existence,  provided  a  home  for 
seven  hundred  and  thirty  children.  In  1851  the 
work  of  the  society  had  so  increased  that  an  en- 
largement of  the  building  was  commenced,  which 
cost  over  $7,000.  The  asylum  was  under  the  ma- 
tronship  of  Mrs.  Heeley,  a  warm-hearted  and  de- 
voted friend  of  the  poor,  for  over  twenty  years, 
ending  in  1852. 

Albert  D.  Fuller  is  the  present  Superintendent; 
I\Irs.  Albert  D.  Fuller,  Matron.  Mr.  Fuller  suc- 
ceeds to  the  long  and  useful  administration  of  his 
father.  ,      ,    .  _„ 

ST.  VINCENT'S  FEMALE  ORPIIAN  ASYLUiM. 

For  several  years  the  Catholics  of  Albany  felt  the 
great  need  of  providing  a  suitable  home  for  Cath- 
olic female  orphan  children. 

Up  to  the  year  1829  no  special  institution  had 
been  ])rovided  in  which  little  girls,  deprived  by 
death,  or  other  causes,  of  the  care  of  their  parents, 
could  receive  parental  care  and  a  Christian  educa- 
tion. 

To  meet  this  urgent  want,  the  Sisters  of  Charity 
of  St.  Joseph's  Mother  House,  Emmettsburgh,  Md., 
were  invited  to  Albanj'  by  Rev.  Father  Schneller, 
Pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church. 

The  urgent  request  of  the  Rev.  Father  was 
granted,  and  Sister  ^lary  DeSalle  and  three  other 
Sisters  were  sent  to  Albany,  and  there  opened  a 
day  school  for  the  education  of  Catholic  children 
in  a  house  near  St.  Mary's  Church. 

In  connection  with  tlsis  school  the  Sisters  also 
opened  an  asylum,  in  which  they  provided  for  the 
temporal  and  spiritual  needs  of  destitute  Catholic 
orphan  girls.  A  short  time  afterward  a  separate 
building  was  rented  for  these  orphans. 

After  many  and  serious  vicissitudes,  the  asylum, 
which  was  supported  solely  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  the  Catholics  of  Albany,  began  to  decline 
for  want  of  necessary  funds.  In  1848  it  was  feared 
the  asylum  must  be  closed. 

At  this  critical  juncture,  the  Very  Rev.  J.  J.  Con- 
roy,  Pastor  of  St.  Joseph's  Church,  came  to  the 
rescue  of  this  noble  charity,  and  purchased  lots 
adjoining  the  church,  on  North  Pearl  street,  uj)on 
which  he  elected  a  large  and  commodious  t-uild- 
iiig,  to  wtiich  'he  Sisters  and  orjihans  were  lurth- 
witli  removed. 

This  buildinii:  served  both  as  a  day  school  for 
girls  and  as)ium  for  orphans.  In  a  short  time  an 
addition  was  made  to  this  building. 

An  incorporation  by  the  name  of  St.  Vincent's 
Orphan  Asylum  was  formed  in  1849.  The  incor- 
porators were  Rt.  Rev.  J.  jMcCloskey,  Very  I^ev. 
J.  J.  C'uuov,  V.  G. ,  Rev.  Thomas  I)oian,  Re\.  E. 
P.  \Va..liKUV;S,  Ivcv.  P.  McClosk':y,  I  iium.is  M  itu- 
luore,  Pctor  Caggi.r,  Peter  Morange,  Ju!u.  Raleigh, 
John  I'racey,  Richard  Cannody,  and  others.  'I'o 
this  corporation  the  asylum  building  and  grounds 
were  deeded  by  \'ery  Rev.  J.  J.  Conroy. 

In  1865,  Rt.  Rev.  J.  J.  C\)iiroy,  desiring  to  pro- 
vide more  ample  accomnuxlauons  lor  the  girls' 
day  school  in  St.  Joseph's  parish,  purchased  the 
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building  formerly  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
Young  Patroon,  situated  _  on  the  southeast  cor- 
ner of  Broadway  and  North  Ferry  street.  To  this 
building  he  removed  the  orphans,  and  they  occu- 
pied it  four  years.  The  number  of  applicants 
constantly  increased,  and  it  soon  became  manifest 
that  larger  accommodations  must  be  provided  for 
them. 

In  1868,  Bishop  Conroy  purchased,  for  $30, 000, 
the  mansion  and  grounds  situated  directly  west  of 
the  Executive  IMansion.  As  these  grounds  v.ere 
too  small,  an  additional  lot  was  purchased  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Austin,  on  Elm  street,  and  a  wing  was 
erected,  at  a  cost  of  $25,000. 

Tlie  late  John  INIcArdle,  who  had  always  been  a 
great  benefactor  of  the  orphans,  left,  by  his  will,  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  the  asylum.  With  this 
money  another  wing  was  erected.  This  building 
is  of  tasteful  architecture  and  very  attractive  in  its 
appearance.  It  affords  abundant  room  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  children. 

The  orphans  are  most  tenderly  cared  for  by  the 
Sisters,  and  daily  receive  instructions  in  all  the 
branches  of  a  good  English  education.  The  in- 
stitution is  supported  by  an  annual  appropriadon 
from  the  county,  which  allows  $1.50  per  week  for 
each  child,  and  from  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
Catholics  of  the  various  parishes  of  the  city. 

Besides  those  provided  for  by  the  county,  there 
are  many  children  who,  having  exceeded  the  legal 
age,  are  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  institu- 
tion until  suitable  homes  are  provided  for  diem. 

There  are  at  present  in  the  institution  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  children  and  ten  Sisters,  under  the 
direction  of  Sister  Anacaria. 

The  institution  is  yearly  visited  by  the  Board  of 
County  Supervisors,  v.ho  have  always  been  profuse 
in  their  praises  for  the  efllcient  manner  in  which  it 
is  conducted,  and  the  great  care  bestowed  in  pro- 
moting the  liappiness  and  welfare  of  the  children. 

THE  ORPHANS'  HOIME  OF  S']\  PETER'S 
CHURCH. 

This  institution  was  organized  in  186.1..  It  grew 
out  of  a  nucleus  of  a  few  little  homeless  children 
who  had  been  gathered  from  the  streets  of  the  city 
and  kindly  cared  for  by  lliat  devoted  Christian 
woman.  Miss  Elizabeth  Knapp,  The  charity  n'as 
flimiliarly  known  as  The  Ragged  School.  j!utli 
boys  and  girls  were  received,  and  very  young  chil- 
dren admitted,  'i'lie  house  in  which  Uiese  little 
ones  were  sheltered  was  known  as  the  Salem 
Dutcher  House,  on  South  Pearl  street.  In  time 
the  institution  became  incorpoiated,  under  the 
name  of  the  xVibany  Juvenile  Retreat;  but,  notwith- 
standing the  best  efforts  of  Miss  Knapp  and  of 
Mrs.  Mari';aiet  Ciourlay,  \\\\n  was  her  zealous  co- 
adjutor in  the  work,  it  received  but  desultory  sup- 
port. In  1864,  the  Clerg}-  of  St.  Peter's  Church, 
the  Rev.  Wm.  T.  Wilson  and  the  Rev.  Wm.  Tat- 
lock,  having  obtained  assurances  of  support  from 
the  members  of  the  parish,  resolved  to  untlcrtake 
the  maintenance  of  the  cliildren,  then  about  fifteen 
in  nymber,  in  the  Retreat. 


In  October,  1864,  die  charity  was  formally 
adopted  and  reorganized  under  the  name  of  The 
Orphans'  Home  of  St.  Peter's  Church.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  1876  that  the  name  was,  by  an 
act  of  the  Supreme  Court,  legally  changed. 

I'nder  the  new  regime,  the  Rector  of  St.  Peter's 
C'hurch  was,  ex  ofjicio,  President,  and  a  Board  of 
Managers  was  formed  from  the  ladies  of  the  con- 
gregation. A  matron  was  aj)pointed  wlio  should 
iiave  the  immediate  care  of  the  children.  The 
managers  held  monthly  meetings,  made  weekly 
visits,  provided  the  necessary  supplies  for  the 
household,  and  exercised  a  general  supervision  of 
the  work.  I'his  plan  has  been  faithfully  adhered 
to,  and  the  interests  of  the  wards  of  the  institution 
carefully  studied  and  provided  for  to  the  present 
time. 

In  1865  a  commodious  building  was  secured  at 
No.  59  Chapel  street,  and  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  children  accommodated.  In  1873,  this  prop- 
erty was  needed  for  the  erection  of  the  Albany 
Savings  Bank,  and  the  children  were  temporarily  lo- 
cated at  No.  50  North  Pearl  street  until,  in  1874,  the 
trustees  purchased  the  house  No.  i  Pine  street, 
which  for  nine  years  was  known  as  d  he  Orphanage. 
In  1883  this  property  was  rendered  unsuitable  for 
occupancy  by  the  erection  of  the  City  Hall  build- 
ing, and  the  household  was  transferred  to  No.  2 
Madison  place.  During  the  present  year,  1885, 
the  trustees  purchased  the  house  at  !No.  9  Pligh 
street.  It  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  and  re- 
modeled. The  appointments  here  are  complete 
and  carefully  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  chil- 
dren wdio  should  be  conscientiously  trained  to  be- 
come self-sustaining. 

At  least  twenty-five  children  can  be  cared  for  in 
the  new  house.  On  the  6th  of  October  this  build- 
ing was  dedicated,  with  appropriate  services,  by  the 
Bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  the  Rector  of  St.  Peter's 
Church. 

The  scope  of  the  charity  is  limited  to  the  care  of 
orphan  and  destitute  girls,  who,  when  possible, 
are  indentured  to  the  Home  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  the  managers  reserving  the  right  to  place 
them  at  service  in  suitable  homes  at  a  proper  age. 
The  religious  training  of  the  children  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  usages  of  I  he  Episcopal  Ciiurch. 
They  are  instructed  in  the  ordinary  English  studies 
and  in  nk  branches  of  hciusehold  labor,  and  so 
fitted  to  became  self-supijorting  when  called  upon 
to  leave  the  sheiter  of  llie  orphanage. 

In  the  course  of  the  twenty-tive  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  Miss  Knapp's  ventun^soine  planting 
of  the  germ  of  this  inslitution,  a  large  number  ot 
children  have  been  its  bencliciaries.  The  girls 
who  have  grov.ri  up  in  the  home  and  gone  out 
frem  it,  bear  it  ,11  oriteful  remenilnancc,  and  from 
the  sheU:r  of  their  own  happv  homes,  or  from  tlie 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  I0  which  they 
have  attained,  come  most  .satisfactory  evidence  ol 
the  value  to  the  community  of  an  institution  o! 
this  kind 

Some  valuable  gifts  and  legacies  have  been  niaile 
to  the  inslitution.  The  average  cost  of  mainte- 
nance is  about  $1,200  per  annum. 
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THE  ALBANY  HOUSE  OF  SHELTER. 

On  the  24th  of  I'ebriiary,  1868, -by  invitation  of 
Mrs.  Samuel  Pruyn,  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men met  in  Mrs.  Piuyn's  parlor,  to  discuss  the 
subject  of  establishing  a  home  for  the  purjjose  of 
jeclaiming  and  reforming  women  wlio  had  strayed 
from  the  path  of  virtue  and  were  living  in  vice.  A 
committee  to  proiiose  some  plan  of  organization 
was  composed  of  Rev.  Dr.  Elmendorf,  Rev.  Dr. 
Douw,  Rev.  Dr.  Bridgeman,  Dr.  Alexander,  and 
Captain  George  Hagadorn.  On  the  9th  of  INIarch, 
the  committee  made  the  following  report:  "That 
they  recommend  the  establishment  of  an  institution 
to  be  known  as  the  Albany  Home.  The  establish- 
ing and  management  of  the  home  to  be  placed  in 
charge  of  a  board  of  managers,  consisting  of  thir- 
teen gentlemen,  and  a  board  of  supervision,  consist- 
ing of  nine  ladies. " 

No.  49  Hudson  avenue  was  the  first  house  oc- 
cupied. At  a  meeting  held  Febrnary  8,  1869,  the 
name  of  the  institution  was  changed  lo  the  Albany 
House  of  Shelter,  and  it  was  incorporated  the  same 
year. 

During  the  year,  the  house  No.  56  Howard  street 
was  purchased  for  tlie  home.  In  November,  1871, 
Mr,  R.  H.  Pruyn  resigned  the  presidency,  and 
Austin  Kibbee  was  elected,  and  has  since  held 
the  office.  In  February,  1872,  the  lot  corner  of 
Howard  and  Wendell  streets  was  purchased,  for 
the  ])urpose  of  building  a  house  suitable  for  the 
wants  of  the  institution.  The  following  year  the 
present  building  was  erected,  and  has  since  been 
occupied. 

The  wisdom  of  the  founders  of  this  institution 
has  been  fully  proved  in  the  success  that  has  uni- 
formly attended  its  work  for  the  homeless  and  the 
erring.  Hundreds  of  these  most  unfortunate  wo- 
men have  found  shelter,  a  Christian  home  and 
kind  friends,  who  have,  by  their  untiring  kindness, 
won  them  back  to  womanhood  and  society.  Very 
many  mothers  have  brought  their  wayward  daugh- 
ters here,  that  the  kind  ami  helpful  restrainls  of  the 
home  might  be  the  means  of  winning  them  from 
dangerous  paths  and  associations 

The  uniform  success  of  the  institution  during 
all  these  years  in  its  humane  work  has  gained  for  it 
many  friend>  by  whom  it  has  been  generously  sus- 
tained, and  it  ujay  be  snd  with  a  good  degree  of 
assurance,  that  there  is  no  institution  in  (nir  ciiy  of 
a  charitable  character  thai  stands  highci  m  tin,: 
public  estimation  than  th(;  House  ol  ."-"li'dttM". 

ALBANY  GUARl)L\N  SOCniTV  AND  HOME 
FOR  THl-:  FRH^NDL^•.SS. 

The  beautiful  three-story  brick  building  on  the 
north  side  of  CliiUon  avenue,  ficiuu:  Pi  iry  strcr. 
is  the  Home  for  the  Fii'Mulless. 

With  ample  space  for  a  large  garden  b  ick  of  it, 
and  a  well-kept  lawn  upon  the  hont  and  either 
side,  it  looks  inviting  to  the  passer  by.  The  lot 
was  a  gift  from  the  late  Jam(;s  Ividd. 

The  buihling  itself  is  5')  feel  front  b}  75  feet  in 
depth,  and  is  finished  oO  by  a  Mansard  ri)of,  from 


the  windows  of  wliich  a  beautiful  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  can  be  had. 

There  are  accommodations  here  and  all  the 
comforts  of  home  life,  for  about  fifty  W(;men. 

No  age  is  specified  in  the  rules  of  the  managers, 
but  as  of  late  years  those  who  have  seemed  most 
deserving,  with  strongest  claims  upon  Christian 
sympathy,  have  been  thc;se  advanced  in  years, 
the  home  has  become  a  refuge  for  these,  and  by 
many  has  been  called  '"The  Old  Ladies'  Home." 

No  admission  fee  is  necessary.  Tlie  first  ques- 
tion concerning  an  applicant  is.  Is  she  worthy  }  and 
following  that,  Has  she  no  relatives  who  should 
provide  for  her  1 

If,  after  careful  investigation,  she  is  thought  to 
be  such  a  one  as  this  home  is  provided  for,  one 
who  will  appreciate  the  privileges  of  this  charity, 
she  is  admitted. 

Need  we  say  this  building  is  always  full  1  It  has 
a  long  history — tliis  Home,  and  in  the  daws  gone 
by  has  sheltered  many  from  hunger  and  cold. 

On  the  walls  of  the  chapel,  which  is  the  first 
room  at  the  right  upon  entering  the  corridor  of  the 
first  floor,  there  is  a  marble  tablet  bearing  this  in- 
scription .  "In  memory  of  Christina  P.  Lee,  who 
having  obtained  help  of  God,  in  faith  and  by  prayer 
and  effort,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Home. 
Opened  January  27,  1S52." 

Above  this  tablet  hangs  Mrs.  Lee's  picture,  the 
face  of  a  beautiful  woman  whose  heart  felt  for  all 
the  poor  around  her,  and  whose  faith  and  prayers 
reached  out  towards  the  hiendless  of  Albany  in  all 
coming  years. 

Nor  was  Mrs.  Lee  alone  in  these  strong  desires 
for  the  good  of  mankind.  Other  women  joined 
her  in  lier  prayers,  and  on  November  18,  1851, 
they  met,  formed  plans  for  the  adoption  of  a  con- 
stitution, elected  their  officers,  and  named  their 
society  The  Albany  Guardian  Society.  January 
27,  1852,  they  opened  No.  23  ^Montgomery  street 
for  their  work.  Two  years  later,  these  rooms 
being  too  small,  they  moved  to  the  corner  of  Dove 
street  and  Lydius  street  (now  Madison  avenue); 
and  in  a  year  or  two  subsequently,  and  for  the 
same  reason,  they  again  moved  to  Nos.  15  and  17 
Park  street.  Then  they  built  this  home  on  Clinton 
avenue,  wliich  was  dedicated,  free  from  debt,  i\Iay 
5,  1870. 

'Phis  is  a  charity  of  which  the  citiy.ens  uf  Albany 
may  v.  e!!  fee!  jiroud,  one  whit  h  has  been  well  fos- 
tered by  them,  and  abundaiuly  blessed  by  heaven. 

The  work  of  the  Albany  (iuardian  Society  is 
controlled  by  a  board  of  managers,  consisting  of 
ladies  selected  from  the  different  ciuirches  of  the 
city.  They  have  also  an  advisory  board  of  gentle- 
men. 

This  board  of  ladies  elect  their  own  oflicers  an- 
nnall  V. 

'I"he  present  officers  an.  Mis.  J.  J.i.  zanders,  I-iist 
Directress;  Mrs.  James  i^lcN'augiiton,  Second  Di- 
rectress; Mrs.  Samuel  Patten,  Phird  Directress; 
i\Irs.  George  B.  ."-teeic,  Preasurer;  !Mrs.  George 
Doelker,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  INlrs.  Stephen  R. 
I  ('lay,  Receiving  Secretary;  Mr.  Archibald  Mc- 
!  Clure,  'Preasurer  of  the  Investmenl  Fund. 
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HOME  FOR  AGED  WEN. 

The  Home  for  Aged  Men  is  located  on  the 
Albany  and  Watervliet  Turnpike,  near  jMcnand's 
road.  Incorporated  October  5,  1S76.  "It  is  to 
provide  for  respectable  men,  wiio,  at  an  advanced 


age,  are  left  helpless  and  alone  in  the  world,  and 
wliose  poverty  is  due  to  misfortune  rather  than  to 
idleness  or  vice."  The  corjiorators  named  were 
John  Taylor  Cooper,  IMaurice  Viele,  William 
Sawyer,  Vissclier  Talcott,  Dudlev  Piatt,  Ebenezer 
Halley,  W.  M.  Van  Antwerp,  B.  '\V.  Arnold,  J.  11. 


HOME  FOR  AGED  MEN. 


McClure,  J.  B.  jermain,  J.  Waterman,  and  D.  A. 
Thompson.  The  home  was  dedicated  March  28, 
1 878.  It  is  pleasantly  situated;  has  accommodations 
for  30  persons;  and  has  at  present  24  inmates.  The 
institution  is  free  from  debt,  and  has  an  invested 
fund  of  $12,641.  Inmates  are,  some  of  them,  sup- 
ported in  whole  or  part  by  friends;  others  are  su[)- 
ported  at  the  expense  of  ihe  society.  Beneficiaries 
are  to  be  natives  of  the  United  States,  60  years  old 
or  more,  Protestant,  and  residents  of  Albany  County 
10  years  next  preceding  application  for  reliel'. 
E.xccptions  to  these  restrictions  may  be  made  by  a 
three-fourths  vote  of  all  the  trustees.  As  a  general 
rule,  beneficiaries  pay  $125  entrance  money  and 
furnish  their  own  room.  Annual  cost  of  support- 
ing each  inmate  about  $170. 

CHILDREN'S  FRIEND  SOCIETY. 

In  November,  1856,  a  meeting  of  philanthropic 
men  and  women  interested  in  elevating  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor,  was  held  in  the  middle  Dutch 
Church  C)f  Albany,  and  there  formed  tlie  associa- 
tion known  as  tlie  Children's  Friend  Society.  The 
initial  mcvcmeni  wa.s  made  by  Mrs.  Mary  Pruyn 
and  a  few  kmJrcd  spirits,  whose  faith  and  entluisi- 
asm  carried  Ihcm  through  many  discouragements, 
and  resulted  in  the  good  work  which  has  exteii.led 
its  benefits  to  liundreds  of  destitute  children,  and 
placed  them  in  the  way  of  a  good  moral  and  in- 
dustrial training  througii  the  schools  established  by 
this  society.  I'lie  earliest  statement  of  its  work 
says  that  "the  school  opened  in  the  Rensselaer 
Street  Mission  ll  .jii-.e,  w  illj  twv)  hundred  >choLirs, 
rude,  dirty,  noisy— -m  every  respect  neglected  chil- 
dren." Subsequently,  after  a  few  years  of  struggle, 
the  school  was  translbrred  to  a  building  purchased 
for  its  use  at  81  Hamilton  street,  and  as  the  needs 
of  the  work  increased,  a  second  school  was  oj^ened 
in  Canal  street,  in  a  building  whose  rental  was 
donated  by  Mr.  William  White  for  several  years. 


.Another  change  became  necessary  at  his  death, 
when  the  idea  of  the  consolidation  of  the  two 
schools  gained  favor,  and  through  the  earnest 
elfort  of  a  few  of  the  managers,  the  necessary  funds 
were  contributed  for  the  erection  of  the  line  build- 
ing on  Beaver  street,  known  as  the  Industrial 
School.  The  aim.  and  object  of  the  society  is  em- 
phasized in  its  name,  and  its  claim  to  be  the  chil- 
dren's friend  is  daily  wrought  out  in  the  work  of 
the  school,  and  in  the  benefits  offered  to  poor 
children  struggling  against  tlie  mighty  trio  of  vice, 
ignorance  and  poverty.  It  provides  a  day  home 
for  them,  where,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  branch- 
es of  study  and  moral  teaching,  an  industrial  train- 
ing is  offered,  which  fits  them  for  service.  They 
are  taught  housework  and  sewing,  and  the  kitchen 
training  system  lately  introduced,  is  fitting  the  girls 
to  take  positions  as  waitresses  and  chambermaids. 
At  12  o'clock  each  day  they  are  marshaled  from 
their  school-room  to  a  comfortable  dining  hail, 
where  a  substantial  meal  awaits  them.  Clothing 
is  also  furnished  in  a  system  of  rewards.  Bo_vs  are 
also  received,  and  the  society  looks  forward  to  the 
lime  when  a  s}'stem  of  trailes  for  their  instruction 
can  l>e  introduced, 
j  Tiie  society  was  incorpcuated  in  A])ril,  1863,  and 
j  a  remarkable  fact  is,  that  in  about  thirty  yeais  uf 
existence,  the  p  .sition  of  President  has  been  ht-Kl 
by  cmly  two  ladies,  Mrs.  I\Iary  Pruyn  and  ]\lrs. 
Sophia  Winne. 

CIllI.DS  HOSPITAL. 

'I'he  CI  ild's  Ho  p:t;il,  for  children  \'dio  are  ciip- 
pled  or  ill  wuli  chronic  'lisease,  was  begun  I\I,iu:h 
2t,  1875,  in  a  sniall  house  in  Lalayette  street.  It 
numberetl  at  first  only  two  patients;  but  in  the 
early  summer  of  the  same  year  a  house  was  opened 
on  Elk  street,  with  beds  for  sixteen  patients.  The 
ra])idly  increasing  work  soon  showed  the  necessity 
for  a  larger  and  more  convenient  building,  and,  in 
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1877,  the  present  hospital  on  Hawk  street  was 
opened,  with  fifty  beds.  In  1879  a  gift  of  $2,500 
from  St.  John's  parish,  Troy,  was  used  to  erect  a 
quarantine  house,  called  St.  John's  House;  and 
in  1882  the  hospital  buildin;;  was  enlarged  by  the 
addition  of  two  new  wards.  There  are  now  accom- 
modations for  sevenly-ii\c  children. 

The  work  is  duly  incorpi.>ratcd  on  The  Corning 
Foundation  of  Christian  Work  in  the  Diocese  of 
Albany. 

THE  WOiMEN'S  CHRISTIAN  TEMPERANCE 
UNION 

is  the  largest  temperance  society  in  America,  and 
the  largest  on  record  as  having  been  organized, 
officered,  and  exclusively  controlled  by  women. 
It  has  more  than  150,000  members,  in  more  than 
ten  thousand  local  au.xiliaries,  and  has  organiza- 
tions in  forty-eight  of  the  States  and  Territories. 
This  society  is  the  lineal  descendant  of  the  great 
temperance  crusade  of  1873-74,  and  is  a  union  of 
Christian  women  of  all  Christian  churches  for  the 
purpose  of  educating  the  young;  reforming  the 
drinking  classes;  transforming,  by  the  power  of 
Divine  grace,  those  who  are  enslaved  by  the  im- 
moderate use  of  intoxicants;  and  removing  the 
dram-shop.,  which  is  the  gilded  temptation.  The 
society  from  its  commencement  has  had  three  dis- 
tinct aims  set  before  it — whatever  line  of  work  has 
been  taken  up,  or  new  departure  made,  these 
ends  have  ever  been  in  view — i.  The  reformation 
of  the  drinker;  2.  The  salvation  of  the  cliildren 
and  youth  from  the  degradation  of  drunkenness; 
3.  The  fmal  banishment  of  dram-shops  by  wise 
and  salutary  laws,  and  the  dissemination  of  scien- 
tific and  Christian  knowledge. 

The  first  years  of  this  society  were  given  to  the 
work  of  pledges,  prayers,  songs,  appeals  and  gospel 
meetings.  The  relation  of  this  organization  to  the 
home,  the  church,  and  social  life  is  well  assur(;d. 
No  society  has  been  more  earnest  in  advancing  the 
truth. 

The  auxiliary  branch  of  the  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  in  Albany,  was  organized  in 
1873.  ']'he  meral)ers  of  this  society  give  time  and 
personal  elfort  to  temperance  and  mission  work,  in 
this  wide  Jield  ol  n.loiin  and  Christian  charitv. 
The  needs  ind  sufli.'rings  of  the  intemperate  ':l;i.ss 
call  for  careful  iiucstigation,  and  the  mission  of 
these  kind  hearted-ladies  demands  many  sacrifices 
to  meet  the  pleadings  and  wants  of  those  who  are 
made  to  drink  tlic  bitter  cup  of  sorrow,  |)overiy 
and  shame  caused  by  intemperance,  while  the  {icr- 
petrator  of  this  source  of  crime  and  misery  is  pro- 
tected and  shielded  under  a  license  sanctioned 
by  law,  and  pcnnitlcd  liv  ilic  sufferance  of  iIk 
people. 

The  motto  ol  this  W'omen's  t.)rgai)izalion  is 
"For  God,  and  Home,  and  Native  Land."  The 
Albany  society  now  lias  rooms  at  69  South  Pearl 
street,  where  staled  meetings  are  held  and  calls  an- 
swered.   A  lady  missionary  is  employed. 

I'he  present  olhcers  are  iVlrs.  \.  H.  J''.cob,  Presi- 
dent; Mrs.  M.  A.  W\att,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Jump,  Mrs. 


S.  R.  Gray.  Vice-Presidents;  Mrs.  David  N.  Kirk, 
Secretary;  Mrs.  Jonathan  Tenney,  Treasurer. 

Previous  to  its  present  home,  it  had  rooms  with 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  at  26 
William  street,  and  elsewhere.  While  the  Union 
could  well  expend  more  money  in  its  good  work, 
it  has  never  stopped  for  the  want  of  funds. 
It  visits  the  families  of  the  dnmkard,  and  gives 
them  sympathy  and  help;  it  keeps  open  pleasant 
rooms  for  reading  and  instruction;  it  circulates 
useful  literature;  it  furnishes  wholesome  food  and 
drink  to  the  needy;  and  uses  special  efforts  to  keep 
the  young  from  the  dangers  of  evil  appetites  and 
temptations.  The  great  doctrine  of  the  union  is 
that  prevention  is  better  than  cure.  The  statute 
law  of  1884,  providing  for  the  instruction  of  chil- 
dren and  youth  in  schools  upon  the  influence  of 
stimulants  and  narcotics,  was  passed  especially 
through  the  active  agency  of  the  officers  of  the 
Albany  branch  of  the  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union. 

THE  OPEN  DOOR  MISSION 

is  the  outgrowth  and  development  of  missionary 
efforts  put  forth  by  Mrs.  Eleanor  Spensley,  who  has 
consecrated  her  life  and  means  to  the  noble  work  of 
alleviating  the  pain  and  ameliorating  the  condition 
of  mankind.  Coming  to  Albany  in  1879,  for  a  year 
she  went  about  among  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the 
dying  doing  good;  and  then,  more  effectually  and 
systematically  to  carry  on  her  work,  she  rented 
quarters.  No.  75  North  Pearl  street,  on  her  own 
personal  responsibility;  but  when  the  nature,  ne- 
cessity and  purpose  of  the  work  became  known,  a 
large  number  of  Albany's  representative  citizens 
became  deeply  interested  in  the  benevolent  enter- 
prise and  gave  it  most  hearty  support.  This 
mission  field  of  usefulness  has  been  continually 
liroadening,  until  to-day  it  is  the  peer,  though  not 
the  rival,  ol  any  charitable  institution  in  the  City 
ot  Albany. 

On  the  14th  day  of  April,  1S82,  it  became  in- 
corporated, under  the  title  of  The  Oi)en  Door 
Mission,  with  Mrs.  h'rederick  Townsend,  Pres- 
ident, and  Mrs.  Lyman  Tremain,  Vice-President. 
Soon  the  necessity  of  more  commodious  and  per- 
manent quarters  was  realized,  and  so  genei  usly 
were  the  appeals  made  in  i)ehalf  of  the  iMi.ssion 
responded  10,  that  it  was  enabled  to  purchase  die 
house  and  lot  No.  3  Columbia  place.  The  prem- 
ises are  to  bu  used  wholly,  only,  and  constantly  for 
the  purposes  above  set  forth.  Ihe  Mission  is 
governed  and  controlled  by  Trustees  and  Man- 
ager.>.  No  pecuniary  or  other  remuneration  i^ 
paid  to  the  Superintendent  or  any  c>ne  con- 
nected M-'rh  the  in>;titution  excej)!  the  c.o<.)-;  .•.r.d 
laundress,  'i  he  IMission  is  non  --cctarian  in  char- 
acter, and  its  chaiities  are  extended  to  resj)ectable 
women  and  little  children,  without  regard  to  re- 
ligion, race,  color,  or  condition. 

The  city  grants  two  thousand  dollars  per  year 
on  the  same  conditions  as  other  hcjspilals.  ^Ivs. 
Spensley  resigned  her  position  as  Superintendent 
in  the  spring  of  i  S84. 
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ALBANY  HOSPITAL  FOR  INCURABLES, 

No.  2  Madison  Place,  is  one  of  the  youngest 
benevolent  institutions  in  the  city.  It  was  con- 
ceived in  the  heart  and  brain  of"  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Spensley.  She  had  graduated  from  Oberlin  Col- 
lege in  1878,  with  a  settled  purpose  to  devote  the 
remainder  of  her  life  to  destitute  and  helpless  suf- 
ferers. As  a  preparation  for  this,  she  had  spent  a 
year  in  the  prisons  and  hospitals  of  New  York  City 
and  vicinity  in  special  training.  After  leaving 
The  Open  Door  Mission,  she  at  once  received  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  of  kind  and  able 
friends,  and  about  the  middle  of  November,  1884, 
again  had  a  family  of  unfortunates.  On  the  jst 
of  May  following,  the  number  had  outgrown  all 
available  room  on  the  corner  North  Pearl  and 
Columbia  streets,  when  rooms  were  secured  and 
occupied  at  No.  2  Madison  place.  While  her 
main  object  is  to  furnish  a  permanent  home  for 
hopeless  disabilicy,  still  there  has  been  no  time 
when  one  or  more  persons  in  temporary  distress 
have  not  found  the  institution  over  which  she 
presides  the  protecting,  helpful  avenue  through 
which  they  passed  from  a  state  of  dependence  to 
self-help;  and  in  some  instances  from  conditions 
of  despair  to  positions  of  high  respectability  and 
usefulness. 

These  cases  have  not  been  sought  for,  but  have 
seemed  to  be  brought  to  her  door  by  the  waves  of 
misfortune  from  the  sea  of  human  misery  by  a 
directing  providence,  so  that  she  could  not  refuse 
or  resist  their  claim.  Already  every  available  room 
at  No.  2  Madison  place  is  occupied  by  a  family  of 
over  thirty  unfortunates,  so  that  more  roomy  quar- 
ters must  soon  be  obtained. 

WOMAN'S  UNION  MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

In  1 86 1, the  Woman's  Union  Missionary  Society 
of  America  for  Heathen  Lauds  was  organized,  in 
New  York  City.  Mrs.T.  C.  Doremus  its  President. 
This  society  has  between  forty  and  fifty  Mi-ssionaries 
(ladies)  of  every  evangelical  denomination,  at  this 
time  working  for  women  in  foreign  lands.  It  has 
mission  stations  in  India,  China,  Japan,  and  the 
Island  of  Cyprus.  The  society  is  managed  entirely 
by  women,  Ir.H  no  salaried  officers,  and  has  never 
been  in  debt,  lixpcnds  about  $50,00.0  annuallv. 
There  is  in  this  city  an  auxiliary  called  the  Albanv 
Brunch  of  the  Wonian's  Union  Missionary  Society. 
Officers  as  follows: 

Mrs.Robert  Starin, President;  Mrs.  IX  K.  Bartlctt, 
Mrs.  J. \V.  McNamara,  Mrs.  George  R.  Meneely,  Vice- 
Presidents;  Mrs.  Frederick  Townsend,  Treasurer; 
Mrs.  j.Townsond  Lansing.  Secretarv;  svith  a  Hoard 
of  twenty-six  Miin.igers,  representing  every  Christian 
denomination. 

The  yearly  contribution  to  the  general  fund  of 
the  society  from  this  branch  averages  $Soo.  This 
amount  is  collected  by  the  individual  effort  of  the 
friends  (_)f  the  society.  'I'liere  is  one  meeting  held 
each  year.  No  public  ap[)eal  is  ever  made  in  its 
behalf. 


THE  ALBANY  WOMAN'S  EXCHANGE 

is  the  outcome  of  a  meeting  held  November  3, 1881, 
"  to  provide  additional  facilities  to  worUiy  women  in 
obtaining  work.''  i\Irs.  C.  P.Williams  was  appointed 
chairman.  In  less  than  a  month  after  this  meeting, 
the  Woman's  Exchange  was  opened  at  No.  25  Steu- 
ben street,  its  object  being  to  "  afford  impoverished 
gentlewomen  an  opportunity  of  quietly  and  unob- 
trusively earning  money  to  supplement  narrow  in- 
comes. "  During  the  first  four  weeks  the  sales  reached 
nearly  $500.  In  less  than  six  months  the  managers 
secured  larger  (juarters.  In  February,  a  lunch  room 
was  opened  in  connection  with  the  sales-rooms. 
The  premises  No.  14  North  Pearl  street  were  rented 
and  occupied  April  20, 1882.  During  the  first  year 
nearly  two  thousand  articles  were  sold.  Any  person 
paying  $5  becomes  a  member,and  is  entitled  to  enter 
the  work  of  three  persons  for  one  year.  All  work  is 
entered  through  numbers  instead  of  names.  'Pick- 
ets are  issued  for  $2  each,  admitting  the  work  of  one 
person  for  one  year.  Prices  on  all  articles  are  fixed 
by  the  persons  entering  die  work.  The  society 
receives  10  per  cent,  commission  on  all  sales.  Last 
year  31S  persons  were  paid  sums  ranging  from  27 
cents  to  $230. 

WOMEN'S  ALBANY  INDIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

In  1879  Miss  Mary  L.  Bonney,  President  of  the 
Philadelphia  Women's  Home  Mi-ssion  Society,  be- 
came greatly  interested  in  the  subject  of  our  national 
wrongs  to  Indians,  and  bringing  facts  concerning 
these  wrongs  to  her  society,  she  awakened  a  sen- 
timent which  resulted  in  presenting  to  President 
Hayes,  February  14,  1880,  a  petition  on  behalf  of 
justice  to  Indians,  signed  by  13,000  influential  men, 
representing  fifteen  States. 

In  May,  1 88o,a  committee  was  appointed  for  the 
pur|)Ose  of  publishing  and  circulating  petitions, 
pamphlets,  leaflets  and  circulars,and  in  june,  1881, 
the  society  was  organized  under  the  name  of  the 
Indian  Treaty-keeping  and  Protective  Association, 
with  i\Iiss  Bonney  as  President.  In  1 882, with  aux- 
iliaries in  twenty  States,  it  assumed  the  name  of  the 
Women's  National  Indian  Association,  and  adapted 
a  revised  constitution  with  the  r.bjects: 

furst. — To  strengthen  public  sentiment  on 
beliLilf  of  justice  to  Indians,aud  !<>  lielp  secure  their 
civilization  and  education  and  tb.e  payment  of 
(!ebts  to  them  mider  existing  governmental  com- 
pacts. 

Second. — To  aid  in  securing  needed  new  legis- 
lation, giving  to  Indians  protection  of  law,  lands 
and  citizenship. 

Third. — To  labor  lor  the  elevation  of  Indian 
wi.men  and  homt'^.  :>nd  the  Christimization  of 
tribes  now  c'estiuile  ot  ^ 'hri^tum  instruction. 

On  the  morning  of  March  2.'.  1S83,  about  flftv 
women  assembled  in  Geological  Flail,  in  Albanv, to 
listen  to  an  address  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Oninton,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Women's  National  Imlian  Asso- 
ciiition.  Rev.  Charles  Wood,  Pastor  of  the  Fourth 
Presbyterian  Church, presided.  After  the  address, it 
was  decided  to  organi/.e  an  auxiliary  to  the  National 
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Association,  to  be  known  as  the  Albany  Indian 
Association,  whose  boundaries  should  be  Is'ew  Yorlc 
City  and  Rochestor.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Crannell  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary /tv/'/.  At  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing the  following  ollicers  were  elected: 

President,  Mis.  Howard  I'ownsend;  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  William  Barnes;  Secretary,  Mrs.W.  W.  Cran- 
nell. During  the  winter  of  iS84,the  society  framed 
the  following  memorial,  which  passed  both  Houses 
of  the  New  Vork  State  Legislature, and  was  sent  to 
the  representatives  in  Congress  by  Governor  Cleve- 
land : 

Whereas,  Believing  that  the  education  of  Indians 
and  their  voluntary  citizenship  in  the  United  States 
will  most  justly, quickly,and  economically  solve  the 
Indian  problem; 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  be  and  lliey  are  hereby  requested  to  aid 
in  the  passage  of  resolutions  solemnly  jdcdging  the 
faith  of  the  nation  to  the  Indian  policy  embodied 
in  the  following  principles: 

First,  That  the  unpaid  sum  pledged  for  educa- 
tional purposes  by  die  Government  as  part  payment 
for  the  cession  of  lands  by  Indians,  be  appropriated 
for  the  purchase  of  stock,  forming  implements,  tools, 
etc.,  for  Indian  manual-labor  schools. 

Second,  That  so  much  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  Indian  lands  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be 
set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  permanent 
fund  for  the  education  of  Indians. 

Third,  That  lands  in  severalty,making  their  titles 
inalienable  for  twenty-five  years,  and  United  States 
citizenship,  may  be  granted  at  once  to  all  Indians 
who  so  desire. 

Fourth,  That  the  legal  personality  of  all  Indians 
may  be  granted,  and  that  protection  of  law  may  be 
given  thein,  as  it  is  to  all  other  races  within  these 
United  States. 

Fifth,  That  the  civilization  of  Indians  may  be 
hastened  by  providing  for  and  rewarding  their  civ- 
ilized industries. 

^y/.v///,  That  the  salaries  of  Intlian  Agents  be  in- 
creased suflicienily  to  secure  good  men  of  large 
capacity  and  business  experience,  and  to  retain 
them  in  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each 
of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
from  this  St.ile. 

In  June,  1874,  iMr;.  Maurice  K.Viele  was  elected 
President.  In  the  spring  of  1S85,  auxiliaries  to  the 
Albany  Association  were  establislicd  in  Troy  and 
Poughkeepsie.  T  here  is  at  preseiu,  about  two  hun- 
dred ladies,  with  the  following  officers  elected  No- 
vember 1 1, 1 88 5 ; 

President,  Mrs.  I\Iaurice  E.Vicle;  CVirresponding 
Secretary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  ("innnrll:  R ccordini.;-  S<t.- 
retary, Mis.Cluuies  B.  Nichols;  'i'reasuM:r,  Mrs.  W  ir  . 
Barnes;  Assistant  IVeasurer,  Mrs.BenJumin  W.  Ar- 
nold; Vice-Presidents,  Mis.  Howard  Townsend, 
Mrs.J.  DeWitt  Peltz,  INIrs.Theodore  D.Van  Ilcusen, 
Mrs.  James  H.  McCJlure,  Mrs.  |.  D.  Countermine, 
Mrs. Leonard  Kij),  Mrs. George  .\. Woolvcrton, Mrs. 
William  L.  Learned,  Mrs.  jeremiali  Wateiman.Mrs. 
J.  Townsend  Lansing,  Mrs.  Monlgomcr)'  Tliroop, 


Mrs.J.  A.  Lintner,  IVIrs.Samuel  Patten,  INIrs.John  O. 
Cole, Mrs. John  Taylor  Cooper, i\Irs.  Leander  Slick- 
ney.Mrs.  Lemon  Thomson,  Airs.  David  Murrav,  Mrs. 
Charles  Wood,  Miss  C.  W^  De  W^tt,  Miss '  Anna 
McXaughton,  Miss  Harriet  Monteath, Miss  J.Anna 
Lansing,  ]\Iiss  C.J.  Van  Rensselaer. 

THE   ALBANY  WOMAN'S  SUF- 
FRAGE SOCIETY. 

IN  1852,  Miss  Susan  B.Anthony,  as  delegate  to 
a  temperance  convention  held  in  Albany,  at- 
tempted to  speak  during  the  first  session.  AUhougli 
she  had  been  received  as  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion, she  was  informed  that  she  was  "invited  to 
listen,  and  not  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings." 
The  men  and  women  present  who  considered  her 
wronged  withdrew  from  the  convention,  and  held  a 
separate  meeting  in  the  vestry-room  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
active  work  in  Albany  for  the  rights  of  women. 
Mrs.  Thompson,  Lydia  Mott,  and  Phebe  Jones,  of 
Albany,  were  pronounced  in  this  revolt. 

A  convention  was  held  in  Association  Hall,  l'"eb- 
ruary  14  and  15,  1854,  by  the  advocates  of  equal 
rights.  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stan- 
ton, Antoinette  L.  Browne  and  Ernestine  L.  Rose 
were  among  the  notable  women  present.  A  hear- 
ing was  given  them  by  both  Senate  and  Asseniblv 
Committees,  and  6,ogo  names  of  petitioners  for  the 
right  to  vote  were  presented  to  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature.  The  editorials  of  the  Albany  news- 
papers were,  in  nearly  every  instance,  furious  in 
their  attacks  upon  the  woman  suffragists.  The 
Knickerbocker,  then  as  now,  demanded  "fair  play 
and  truthful  criticism." 

Another  convention  was  held  in  the  Green  Street 
Universalist  Church,  February  13  and  14,  1855, 
and  again  petitions  were  presented,  and  hearings 
in  Senate  and  Assembly  were  accorded. 

A  convention  was  held  in  Association  Hall,  Feb- 
ruary 3  and  4,  i860.  Miss  .'\nth0n3'  was  the  ruling 
spirit.  C>n  the  i8lh  of  this  Fcbruaiy,  Mrs.  Stanton 
addressed  the  Legislature  on  woman's  right  of  suf- 
frage. 

February  7  ami  8,  1861,  just  before  the  ^Var  of 
the  R<:'beliion,  a  wo'nan's  siifVra;j:e  convention  was 
held  in  Albanw  Jt  is  prop^^r  to  note  that  all  the 
eloquent  addrcssesufthe.se  eminent  women  never 
aroused  cve.i  a  (juartet  of  women  in  Albany  to  or- 
ganize for  woman's  sutt'rage  work.  Lydia  Mott's 
parlors  in  Columbia  street  furnished  the  center  for 
the  workers  wV.o  came  from  other  cities. 

After  the  war,  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
the  State  of  .Nev\-  Yoik  was  held  in  the  (Hd  Assem- 
bly Chamber.   iNlrs.  Stanton  addressed  the  Judiciarv 
Commil.'.v(\   asl.ing   fhnt   the  wnid    "mile"  be 
i  stricken  irom  .'^ec,   i.  Art.   2.  of  die  Constitution 
I  of  New  \  r^rk.    'I'he  women  of  Albany  again  had 
!  the  opportunity  of  listening  to  Mrs.  Stanton  plead- 
ing for  justice  to  her  sex.     From  that  year  to  the 
present,  Mrs.  Lilli;^  Deveieux  J)lake  has  each  year 
'  made  effort  in  the  New  York  Legislature  to  bring 
\  about  woman  sulbage.  I'.arly  in  the  year  18S0,  her 
I  efiorts,  and  those  c>f  the  earnest  women  who  pre- 
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ceded  her,  were  crowned  with  partial  .success  by  the  \ 
passage  of  the  school  suffrage  law.  Soon  after  the 
right  to  vote  at  school  elections  was  gained,  Mrs. 
Blake  came  to  Albany  for  the  express  purpose  of 
holding  a  meeting  whereby  she  might  confer  with 
the  women  of  Albany,  and  lead  them  to  take  part 
in  the  charter  election  about  to  be  held.  The 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Geological  Hall,  March 
19,  1880.  Mrs.  Blake  and  Mrs.  Slocum,  of  New 
York  City,  and  Mrs.  Sa.xon,  of  New  Orleans,  spoke  \ 
with  great  earnestness,  and  urged  the  women  to 
form  themselves  into  an  active  local  working  society 
for  future  help.  Mrs.  William  Barnes  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Pruyn  were  nominated  for  members  of  the 
school  board,  who  afterwards  refused  to  accept  the 
nomination.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  IMrs. 
Mary  S.  Howell  called  an  extra  session,  and  a 
local  society  was  then  and  there  organized.  Mrs. 
Howell  was  chosen  President,  and  ]\Iisi  Kate  Stone- 
man,  Secretary.  Another  meeting  was  held  IMon- 
day,  ]\Iaich  22,  1880. 

From  that  time  to  the  present,  meetings  have  been 
held  each  week,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  except 
during  the  summer  vacation.  During  the  exciting  | 
presidential  campaign  of  18S4,  meetings  were  held 
by  the  Society  every  week  through  the  year,  the 
members  taking  a  deep  interest  in  every  move  and 
counter-move  of  the  parties  in  the  contest. 

The  first  meetings  of  the  Suffrage  Society  were 
held  in  Geological  Hall,  afterwards  the  old  Twed- 
dlc  Hall.  After  a  few  weeks  in  Mr.  Hill's  rooms 
on  State  street,  the  school-room  and  parlors  of 
Miss  Cooley,  23  Dove  street,  were  opened  to  the 
society,  where  it  had  a  home  for  three  years  with- 
out charge.  Next  the  society  for  one  year  used 
the  Old  Assembly  Chamber.  After  this  its  meet- 
ings were  held  from  house  to  house  for  the  purpose 
of  reaching  more  people  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  and  the  parlors  of  Mrs.  H.  V.  Chapin,  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Watkins,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Williams,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Mull,  Mrs.  Henrica  Iliohan,  and  Miss  Kate  Stone- 
man  were,  in  turn,  the  scene  of  interesting  meet- 
ings. The  society  now  holds  its  meetings  in  room 
No.  16  of  the  New  Tweddle  ]5uilding. 

The  Presidi-Tit  of  the  .\lbany  Woman's  SuflVage  So- 
ciety for  the  first  three  years  was  Mrs.  Mary  Sey- 
mour Howell.  Mrs.  Howell  was  succeeded  by  Miss  j 
Martha  Winne.  The  society  never  had  a  more 
earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  woman  suftragc  than 
Miss  Winne.  Her  eariicslne.-s  cost  her  dear,  how- 
ever, as  her  position  of  Principal  of  Sc1kk>1  No.  17 
was  lost  to  her  l)y  voles  of  anti-sulfragists  in  liie 
Albany  School  Board.  Slie  now  holds  a  far  superior 
position  in  the  Nebraska  State  Normal  School. 
She  was  the  fiibt  martyr  to  the  cause  of  woman  suf- 
frage in  Albany.  iMrs.  Joan  W.  Cole  succeeded 
]\Iiss  Winne. 

Miss  Kate  Sloneruan  has  been  :-iecrcla!y  of  the 
society  from  the  first.  Miss  Sioneman  is  a  sisler  of 
General  Stoneman,  now  Governor  of  Calitbrnia, 
and  also  of  Judge  J.  1'.  Stoneman,  of  tiie  Superior 
Court  of  Iowa,  and  a  teacher  in  the  State  Normal 
School  in  Albany. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Brown,  fi>rmer  Treasurer  of  the  society, 
and  her  mother,  I\Irs.  Mcliu.s,  wife  of  Wheeler  B.  | 


Melius,  of  the  Albany  County  Clerk's  Office,  have 
given  most  important  aid  in  the  management  of 
the  society.  ]\Iis.  Charles  Werner,  the  first  Treas- 
urer, will  long  be  remembered  for  her  engaging 
manners.  Miss  Adeline  £.  Co'ey,  present  Treas- 
urer, more  than  any  other  member,  has  helped 
the  society  to  keep  its  standing  in  Albany. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Miller  has  given  the  society  a  work 
of  love  which  must  never  be  forgotten. 

Mrs.  Henrica  Iliohan,  the  young  Hollander,  has 
always  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  society. 
With  her  keen  wit  and  her  ready  repartee,  she  has 
always  defended  the  society  in  many  an  extempore 
speech. 

Miss  Mary  A.  IMcClelland,  of  the  State  Normal 
School,  has  brought  to  the  society  the  finished 
style  of  her  letters,  addresses,  and  press  articles. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Smith  gave  to  the  society  the  benefit 
of  her  experience  in  the  anti-slavery  struggle. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Cook,  on  rare  occasions,  narrated  her 
experience  as  hospital  nurse  on  the  bloody  battle- 
fields of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  ]\Irs.  J.  M. 
Watkins,  the  present  Vice-President,  a  sister  of  the 
artist,  George  W.  Boughton,  brought  her  acquaint- 
ance with  deliberative  bodies,  and  her  experience 
as  president  of  temperance  societies,  and  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  connected  with  the  G.  A.  R. 

The  limitation  of  space  in  this  history,  alone 
prevents  the  mention  of  many  more  active  workers 
in  the  Albany  Woman's  Suffrage  Society.  They 
form  a  company  of  women  remarkable  for  strength 
of  character,  and  devotion  to  religious  and  chari- 
table works.  Their  work  has  advanced  the  woman 
suffrage  cause  in  the  entire  Rej)ublic.  It  has  made 
itself  lelt  in  the  most  marked  and  beneficent  man- 
ner in  the  Legislature  in  Albany.  The  members 
of  this  society  have  been  granted  hearings  by  com- 
mittees in  both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  and  wo- 
man suffragists  now  receive  respectful  attention 
from  members  of  Assembly  in  place  of  the  sneers, 
contempt  and  ridicule  which  were  thrown  at  the 
women  who  presented  f)elitions  the  year  when  the 
society  was  first  formed. 

The  society  has  had  occasion  to  call  upon  the 
Mayor,  Common  Council,  Chief  of  Police,  and 
other  officers  of  the  city,  in  connection  with  efforts 
to  secure  women  matrons  for  police  stations,  and 
thougii  the  bill  to  secure  this  desirable  purpose  has 
not  yet  become  a  law,  the  society  has  full  faith 
that  liic  unfortunate  women  in  station -hou.ses  may 
yet  bless  the  day  when  the  Albany  Suffrage  So- 
ciety began  its  existence. 

IMrs.  S.  Le  Bteuf  is  tlie  most  prominent  worker 
for  this  aim  of  the  society. 

A  notable  event  in  the  history  of  woman  suffrage 
in  Albany  was  the  memorial  service  for  the  women 
of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  held  in  the  Old  As- 
sembly (.'haml)er — -the  l  ist  piiinic  meeting  iield  in 
the  Old  (."apiiol  before  it->  walls  disappeared  from 
the  earth.  It  was  a  fitting  service  for  the  last  use 
of  the  room  where  the  gallant  Ellsworth  and  the 
martyr  Lincoln  had  rested.  At  that  meniorial,  held 
on  the  eve  of  Decoration  Day,  the  old  .Assembly 
desk  was  covered  with  beautiful  spring  iiowers  that 
found  their  way  the  next  morning  to  soldiers'  graves 
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in  the  Rural  Cemetery.    Anna  Ella  Carroll,  who  j  the  negro.     Recognition  of  women  living  is  the 

planned  the  campaign  of  I'enncssee,  was  not  for-  |  pledge  whicli  the  Albany  SulTrage  Society  gives 

gotten.     Harriet  I3eeciier  SUjw's'  immortal  work  I  with  its  tears  to  the  memory  of  the  noble  dead  of 

was  called  the  force  that  led  to  the  emancipation  of  i  all  ages  who  have  offered  up  life  for  liberty. 


ART  AND  ARTISTS. 


AT  one  time  Albany  had  a  Gallery  of  Fine 
Arts,  where  were  collected  quite  a  display  of 
good  pictures  by  such  artists  as  Durand,  Sully, 
Peale,  Chapman,  Carleton,  Weir,  the  Harts,  An;es 
and  others.  Several  creditable  public  exhibitions  of 
pictures  were  opened  at  sundry  times.  But  most 
of  the  artists  sought  more  favored  homes,  and  the 
treasures  of  the  gallery  were  scattered.  Some  of 
their  pictures  are  now  in  trust  with  the  Young  Men's 
Association  and  may  be  seen  in  its  rooms.  Ames, 
who  was  the  founder  and  leading  spirit  had  died. 
There  are  good  pictures  in  Albany  now  in  private 
homes, and  some  considerable  art  appreciation,  but 
no  organized  exhibition  or  encouragement.  Page, 
the  younger  Ames,  the  younger  Palmer  and  Low, 
were  born  here.  Eougliton  once  resided  and  now  has 
family  friends  here.  Launt  Thompson  was  brought 
out  here  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Armsby,  and  the  elder  Palmer, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  eminent  living  sculptors. 
Wm.M.  Hunt, born  in  Vermont,  has  left  one  of  his 
masterpieces  in  our  New  Capitol.  Palmer  has  done 
some  of  the  best  work  in  American  sculpture; 
while  Elliott  was  a  master  in  portrait  painting;  and 
Twitchell,many  think,  quite  equals, if  he  doesn't  ex- 
cel him  in  some  requisites  of  true  portraiture.  His 
studio  is  here.  The  Hart  Brotheis  and  McDougall 
were  once  Albany  boys.  The  colored  female  sculp- 
tor, Edmonia  Lewis,  was  born  in  Greenbusli. 

Art  owes  something  to  Albany.  Put  it  has  now 
no  art  gallery.  Some  nice  pictures  may  often  be 
seen  in  the  art  store  of  Richaril  Annesley,  who  suc- 
ceeds his  father,  Lawton  Annesley,  who  started  ihe 
business  in  1802.  Mr.  Vint,late  partner  of  Annesley, 
has  an  art  store, and  so  has  John  Pladwell. 

We  give  below  sketchy  notes  of  most  painters 
and  sculptors  who  Iiavc  had  Albany  as  their  place 
of  birth  or  their  home. 

Amks,  Ezra,  born  in  Worcester  Co. ,  Mass.,  about 
1768,  was  inAibany  in  1793;  died  February  .'3, 1836. 
He  was  a  painter,  and  acquired  distinction  as  a 
student  of  art;  executed  with  great  fidelity  a  large 
number  of  original  portraits,  and  made  copies  of 
many  paintings  of  merit.  His  wife  was  Zipporah 
Wood,  of  Uxbridgc,  Mass.  He  was  a  Director  in 
the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  and  left  a  good 
estate.  He  was  one  (W  ihe  Liigliicsi,  ...;d 
most  prominent  I\[asons  in  Albany;  unce  ATasler 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  He  left  several 
children,  among  v.-hom  were  Julius  Rubens,  an  artist 
of  merit;  Angelo,  a  well-known  eitize-n;  and  Mrs. 
Rev.  William  James. 

Bexjami.m,  Saml'ei.  Gkkex  Whkic li: r,  was  born  in 
Argos,  Greece,  in  1S37,  son  of  an  American  luis- 
93 


j  sionary.  He  began  his  art  education  with  Brindesi, 
I  of  the  Spanish  and  Italian  school.  He  furnished  cuts 
I  k)V I//usl)'ij/cr/ Londo)i  Ncivs.  Was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Art  Club  in  1873.  Mr.  Benjamin  is  an 
author  as  well  as  an  artist;  has  contributed  essays 
and  jioems  to  the  North  American  Rrvieiv,  Atlanlic, 
Harper's,  and  otiier  periodicals,  and  prepared  many 
interesting  volumes  illustrated  by  his  own  pencil. 

BouGHTOX,  George  H.,  born  in  P'ngland,  1834. 
Taken  to  Albany  in  1837,  where,  without  masters, 
he  began  the  study  of  his  art,  opening  his  first  studio 
in  1850.  He  sold  one  of  his  earliest  works  to  the 
American  Art  Union  in  1S53,  and  on  the  proceeds 
went  to  London  for  study.  Returned  lo  Albany  in 
a  t'ew  months.  \\\  1861, removed  to  London,  v.diere 
he  has  since  resided.  All  his  pictures  command 
high  prices,  and  many  are  to  be  found  in  the  finest 
private  galleries  in  England  and  America.  His 
brother,  Daniel,  is  a  well-known  hat  and  fur  dealer 
in  this  city. 

Brown,  Hexkv  Kirke,  born  in  I\Lassachusetts, 
1814,  but  in  1840  settled  in  Albany.  In  1846  he 
cast.in  bronze,  the  statue  of  Washington,  in  Union 
Square,  New  York  City — the  first  bronze  statue 
executed  in  this  country;  unveiled  July  4,  1S56. 
His  late  works  are  a  statue  of  General  Nathaniel 
Greene,  in  the  Cai)itol  at  Washington;  one  of  De 
Witt  Clinton,  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  and  one  of 
General  Winficid  Scott,  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Carpenter,  Francis  Bicknei.l,  born  in  Homer, 
N.Y.,1830.    Settled  in  New  York  City,  185 1.  In 
1852,  elected  Associate  of  the  National  Academy, 
and  was  at  the  time  its  youngest  member.  Among 
his  full-length  portraits  are  Abraham  Lincoln,  in 
the  Capitol  at  Albany,  painted  in  1S74.    His  most 
I  imjiortant  was  "  The  Emancipation  Proclamation." 
i  which  was   exhibited    in   1864-65,  ihrouqh  the 
I  Noniiein  Suites.    It  was  purchased  for  $::5,ooo  by 
1  Elizabeth  Thompson, and  presented  to  Congress  in 
i   1S77.    It  now  hangs  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

Dix,  Charles  Temple,  born  in  Albany,  1840, 
graduated  at  Union  College  in  1  858, and  turned  his 
attention  to  art  at  an  early  age  Entered  the  army 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  serving  on  the 
MaiT  -.1  hi.i  father,  Gen<M;d  J-  l  n  A.  '  (^x-.  rho 
return  of  peace  he  adopted  ait  a  prc^fcssion,  and 
settled  in  Rome.  "  Sunset  at  Capri"  is  one  of  his 
be^t  known  works.   He  died  in  Rome  in  1873. 

Doolittle,  I'LnwiN  Stafford,  born  at  Albany, 
1843.  He  studied  painting  with  Hows  and  !4art. 
In  iS'x;,  he  painted  his  •"Siiadovof  a  Great  Kock 
in  a  Weary  Land."    His  subjects  arc  chielly  land- 
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scapes  and  marine.  He  lias  also  executed  illus- 
trations, designed  book-covers,  and  written  ucca- 
sional  poems. 

DuRAND,  AsHKR  B. ,  born  in  New  Jersey,  1796. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Design,  organized  in  1826.  Was  its  Presi- 
dent for  sixteen  years.  About  1835  he  decided  to 
become  a  painter.  IMr.  Durand  may  be  termed  the 
father  of  American  landsca[ie,  which  he  treats  as  a 
poet  would  treat  it.  He  uses  mountains,  lakes  and 
trees  to  express  the  emotion  they  have  awakened  in 
him.  His  "OldiMan's  Reminiscences, may  be 
seen  in  the  Young  Men  s  Association.  His  "  Lake 
George"  (1875)  is  the  production  of  an  octoge- 
narian whom  American  art  and  American  artists 
honor. 

Elliott,  Charles  Lorln'g,  born  in  Scipio,  N. 
Y. ,  December,  181  2;  died  in  Albany,  August  25, 
1868.  He  is  said  to  have  painted  more  than  seven 
hundred  portraits  of  eminent  j)eople,  among  them 
Erastus  Corning,  in  the  State  Library  at  Albany. 
"  The  Head  of  Skaneatcles  Lake  "  is  the  only  land- 
scape he  ever  painted.  He  was  once  a  pupil  of 
Trumbull.  He  was  not  a  genius,  but  gained  his 
eminent  rank  by  hard  work. 

Frkeman,  James  E.,  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia, 
came  when  young  to  Albany.  He  has  resided 
for  many  years  at  Rome.  His  wife  has  devoted 
herself  to  sculptuie,  one  of  her  best  known  works 
being  "  Culprit  Fay. " 

Gay,  Eijwatuj,  born  in  Ireland  in  1837.  He 
commenced  the  study  of  art  in  the  studio  of  James 
Hart,  in  AUiany.  In  '.867,  he  opened  a  studio  in 
New  York,  where  his  professional  life  has  since 
been  spent.  "  Late  Afternoon  near  Albany  "  was 
exhibited  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  in  1S76. 

Hart,  Jajies  Al.,  born  in  Scotland,  1828. 
Brought  when  young  by  his  jiarents  to  Albany. 
His  landscapes  exhibit  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
light  and  shade  of  atmosphere,  and  of  })erspective. 
He  is  also  remarkable  for  his  representations  of 
cattle. 

Hart,  Wujjam,  born  in  Scotland,  1822.  Came 
to  America  in  1831,  and  lived  for  some  time  in 
Albany,  where  he  worked  in  the  establishment  of 
a  coachniaker,  painting  panels,  etc.  In  1848,  he 
opened  a  studio  in  Albany.  He  was  first  President 
of  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Design,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Anii;ricnn  Society  of  Painters  in  Water 
Colors,  IroiM  1870  to  1873.  His  style  is  rich  and 
glowing,  arid  he  sterns  to  [prefer  Natuix-  in  her 
brightest  rather  than  in  her  dark  and  gloomy 
phases. 

Hartley,  J.  S. .  born  in  Albany,  J845.  He 
began  his  prufessional  life  in  sculpture  under  E. 
D.  Palmer.  tjc>ing  abroad  to  study,  he  spent 
three  years  in  luigland,  entering  the  Roval  Acad- 
emy, and  gaining  :i  silur  lucdal  in  1S60.  He 
has  been  for  some  time  a  resident  of  New  York. 

Hunt,  Willtaai;  ]\1okris,  born  in  Brattleboro, 
Vt. ,  1824.  It  was  his  original  intention  to  become 
a  sculptor,  but  he  soon  abandoned  this  design 
and  turned  his  attention  to  painting.  He  has 
painted  portraits  of  many  noied  people.  He  ex- 
pelled also  in  landscape  studies.    His  pictures  in 


the  Assembly  Chamber  at  Albany  have  attracted 
much  attention.  They  are  intended  to  represent 
Morning  and  Night,  and  wore  painted  by  artificial 
light.     Hunt  was  drowned  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Hunti.vctox,  Daniel,  born  in  New  York,  1816. 
Studied  under  Professor  Morse  in  1835.  Went  to 
Florence  in  1839;  was  President  of  the  National 
Academy  from  1862-69;  again  elected  in  1877. 
Excelled  in  portraits  aiu!  in  landscapes.  Among 
his  portraits  is  that  of  President  Yan  Ikiren,  in  the 
State  Lil)rary,  .'Mbany. 

Inmax,  Henry,  borne  in  Utica  in  1S02;  died  in 
1846;  portrait,  genre,  and  landscape  painter.  He 
numbered  among  his  sitters  in  America  many  dis- 
tinguished men,  and  while  in  England  painted 
Wordsworth,  IMacaulay,  and  others. 

Low,  Will  H.,  born  in  Albany,  1853,  a  pro- 
tege of  E.  D.  Palmer;  studied,  also  with  Gerome 
and  Duran.  Among  his  important  works  are  "  Rev- 
erie— Time  of  the  First  Empire,"  belonging  to  J. 
B.  Thatcher,  of  Albany,  and  a  portrait  of  Albani, 
the  property  of  Robert  Higgins,  of  Albany.  He  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Addison  Low,  and  brother  of  iMrs. 
Judge  Danaher.  He  is  a  popular  and  growing 
artist. 

Martin,  Homer  D. ,  a  native  of  Albany,  a  self- 
taught  artist,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  days'  study 
under  William  Hart.  Yery  successful  as  a  land- 
scape painter.  His  "  Adirondacks,"  belonging  to 
the  Century  Club,  was  at  the  Philadelphia  Exposi- 
tion of  1876.  In  1878,  he  made,  for  Scril'iicr's 
jMoiillily,  a  series  of  sketches  of  the  homes  of  Ameri- 
can poets. 

Pack,  William,  born  in  Albany,  181 1.  His 
talent  was  early  developed,  as-  at  the  age  of  eleven 
he  received  a  premium  from  the  American  Insti- 
tute for  Indian  ink  drawing.  In  1828-29,  ^^''^  ^^"^ 
him  engaged  as  a  portrait  painter  in  Albany;  but 
later  he  opened  studios  in  New  York  and  Boston. 
He  was  considered  the  leading  American  portrait 
painter  in  Rome.  A  head  of  Christ,  exhibited  at 
the  National  Academv  and  elsewhere,  attracted 
much  attention.  He  died  recently  at  an  advanced 
age. 

Palmer,  I'j<astus  D. ,  born  in  Pompcy,  N. 
Y. ,  April  2,  1817.  For  many  years'  he  resided 
in  Utica,  following  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  In  i  S46, 
settled  in  Albany,  and  began  his  professional  career 
as  a  camco-rntter.  In  1852,  he  executed  his  first 
important  piece  of  sculpture,  "The  Infant  Ceres," 
which  attracted  much  attention.  "The  Angel  at 
the  Sepuk  hre."  in  Albany  Rural  Cemetery,  is  well 
known.  He  has  done  much  in  marble.  He  has 
executed  portrait  busts  of  F.rastus  Corning,  Gover- 
nor JMo'gan,  and  other  prominent  men.  His 
bronze  statue  of  Cliancellor  Livingston  was  com- 
mended I'or  artistic  excellence  at  the  Centennial 
Exhit;iiiou  in  1 1S70. 

Palmer,  WalTlU  S.  ,  native  uf  Albany,  and  son 
of  the  sculptor,  Erastus  D.  Palmer.  He  studied 
in  Paris,  and  on  his  return,  in  1S77,  opened  a 
studio  in  New  York,  devoting  himself  to  landscape 
painting.  He  has  also  been  very  successful  with 
interiors.  He  has  a  studio  in  Albany,  and  is  re- 
garded here  with  much  pride  as  an  artist. 
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Smith,  S.  L.,  born  in  Glasgow,  1825.  Comin:^ 
to  America  when  quite  younj?,  he  studied  for  a 
short  time  under  George  H.  Boughton,  in  Albany. 
In  1859  opened  a  studio  in  Albany,  and  remained 
three  years.  In  1862  he  removed  to  New  York, 
where  the  rest  of  his  professional  life  has  been 
spent.  He  has  devoted  himself  almost  exclusively 
to  the  painting  of  winter  scenes  with  marked  suc- 
cess. 

'rwiTCHELi.,  Asa  W.  ,  was  born  in  Swanzey. 
N.  H.,  January  i,  1S20.  His  ancestry  goes  back 
to  the  Puritan  emigrant  from  England  in  1634. 
After  spending-  his  boyhood  in  Vermont,  Keese- 
ville  and  Lansingburgh,  N.  Y.,  he  came  to  Albany 
in  1843.  He  had  an  early  passion  for  making 
sketches  of  the  human  face.  His  first  portrait  was 
painted  in  1839.  He  has  been  a  master  to  him- 
self. He  aims  to  delineate  character,  and  endea- 
vors to  present  his  subject  at  its  best  in  active  life. 
Hence  his  portraits  are  life-like  in  expression.  A 
few  years  ago  he  visited  die  galleries  of  the  old 
world,  and  brought  back  with  him  a  new  cnthu- 
siani  in  his  favorite  art.  He  is  still  closely  at  work 
in  his  studio,  and  producing  some  of  the  best  por- 
traits in  Albany. 

Wiles,  I,kmuei.  M.,  born  in  Wyoming  County, 
N.  Y.,  1826.  Studied  under  William  Hart,  in  the 
Albany  Academy,  between  1848  and  1S51,  and 
under  Cropsey  in  New  York.  In  1864,  he  settled 
in  the  metiopoIi.s.  His  specialty  is  landscape  and 
figure  painting.  In  1873-74,  he  went  to  Panama, 
California  and  Colorado,  where  he  executed  a  large 
number  of  views,  which  are  valuable  as  being  the 
only  studies  in  color  of  the  old  mission  churches 
and  cathedrals  of  those  regions. 

'  EZRA  AMES 

was  born  in  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  about  1768, 
and  was  a  resident  of  Albany  as  early  as  tlie  year 
1793.  A  painter  by  profession,  he  acquired  dis- 
tinction as  a  student  of  art.  He  executed  with 
great  fidelity  a  large  number  of  original  portraits, 
and  made  copies  of  many  paintings  of  merit.  He 
was  a  Director  in  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers' 
Bank  and  left  a  good  estate.  He  married  and  had 
children.  One  of  his  sons,  Julius  Rubens  Ames, 
was  an  artist  of  much  promise,  but  his  course  was 
cut  short  by  an  uritimely  di:ath.  Aii'itiicr  si>n, 
Angclo  Ames,  is  a  well-known  resident  of  Albany. 

ENGRAVING. 

Probably  the  first  engraver  who  settled  in  Albany 
was  G.  Lansing,  who,  in  1806,  adverlisiMl  that  he 
intended  to  practice  his  business  of  woc^d  engrav- 
ing on  Court  street.  He  studied  with  the  cele- 
brated Andersdu,  i>f  New  Yi:irk.  bimiilianecHis!) 
with  his  advertisement  api)ears  some  cheap  wood- 
cuts in  the  Gazette. 

In  i8i8,  Rawdon  A  Balch  advertised  a  partner- 
ship as  engravers,  at  the  old  stand  of  Mr.  Rawdon. 

Joseph  E  Gavit  settled  in  All)any  in  1838,  and 
was  engaged  as  a  bank  note  engraver  from  184  i- 
59,  and  carried  on  an  extensive  business.  He 


removed  to  New  York  City  in  1859, and  was  instru- 
mental in  forming  the  American  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany, His  son,  Joseph  Gavit,  is  still  carrying  on 
the  work  of  steel  engraving  anil  printing  in  Albany, 
at  52  North  Pearl  street. 

The  other  steel  engravers  are  R.  K.  Quayle,  54 
North  Pearl  street,  and  George  W.  Lewis,  452 
Broadway,  who  also  produce  wood  and  copper- 
plates. The  wood  engravers  are  Hiram  Ferguson, 
448  Broadway,  and  R.  Z.  Sheridan,  26  Douw's 
Building. 

ARCHITECTURE. 

The  following  account  of  the  architectural  fea- 
tures of  Albany,  with  a  few  changes  in  the  text,  is 
taken  from  Phelps' Hand-book  of  Albany: 

But  few  examples  of  the  primitive  Dutch  struc- 
tures of  about  two  hundred  years  ago  exist  in 
this  city.  The  buildings  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  State  and  Pearl  streets,  and  northeast  corner  of 
Pearl  and  Columbia  and  Chapel  and  Steuben  streets 
are  the  best  examples  of  tliese  early  buildings,  one 
of  them  bearing  the  date  of  1710.  Modern  build- 
ings in  Albany  are  erected  with  brick  of  local 
manufacture;  also  Philadelphia,,  Croton,  and  other 
pressed  brick;  sandstone  from  Nova  Scotia,  New 
Jersey,  Connecticut,  and  Ohio;  Schenectady  blue- 
stone;  granite;  and  cast-iron  for  fronts,  and  for 
trimmings  to  doors  and  windows.  In  Albany,  as  in 
all  old  cities,  three  periods  in  archit'.-ctural  designs 
are  distinctly  noticeable,  viz.,  the  "Carpenters,"  as 
are  a  majority  of  the  domestic  houses  in  the  oldest 
portions  of  the  city,  together  with  ])ublic  buildings, 
such  as  Geological  Hall,  Globe  Hotel,  and  old 
Normal  School.  Secondly,  the  "Transition"  from 
the  first  named  to  architects'  handiwork,  included 
in  which  are  the  numerous  buildings  remodeled  for 
stores,  oflices,  etc.  Lastly,  "Art  Culture, "  in  which 
may  be  cited  numerous  private  residences  upon  Elk 
and  State  streets,  and  on  Washington  and  Madison 
avenues,  and  near  the  Park;  the  Kenmore  Hotel, 
Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  and  many  modern 
suburban  residences. 

In  ecclesiastical  architecture,  prominent  as  ex- 
amples of  decorated  Ijothic  are  St.  Peter's  and  St. 
Joseph's;  the  Cathedral  furnishes  a  good  example 
of  the  Perpendicular.  The  carved  work  in  the 
tower  of  St.  Peter's  Church  is  probably  unsurpassed 
in  design  and  faithfulness  of  the  workman  by  any 
work  in  America  or  Europe,  The  Lutheran 
Church  on  Pine  street  is  a  creditable  specimen  of 
early  English,  wrought  out  of  brick.  The  Meth- 
odist Church  and  Baptist  Church  on  Hudson  ave- 
nue are  interesting  studies  in  Gothic  and  Greek 
characters.  In  Romanesque  we  might  mention 
the  Reformed  Church,  on  Pearl  street;  St.  Mary's, 
I  on  Ludge  street;  and  Our  Lady  Angels,  on  Cen- 
tral avenue;  while  the  new  City  Hall  is  one  of  the 
finest  examples  of  the  styie  in  America,  with  a 
square  Norman  tower  for  the  fire  alarm.  The  new- 
Post  Office  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  near  the 
Park,  are  also  examples  of  the  Romanesque.  The 
I  New  Capitol  may  be  generally  described  as  belong- 
j  ing  to  the  French  Renaissance  style,  distinguished 
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from  tlie  Italian  by  the  introduction  of  Gothic 
features.  The  Preybyterian  Church  upon  Chapel 
street  approaches  Sir  Christb])her  Wren's  style  in 
many  of  its  prominent  features,  although  its  spire 
finish,  the  pumpkin  and  codfish,  are  wide  depart- 
ures therefrom.  The  interior  design  and  arrange- 
ments of  All  Saints  Cathedral  Cliapel  furnish  proof 
of  success  of  culture  in  the  architect. 

This  building  promises  to  be  one  of  tlie  finest 
church  edifices  in  America.  The  Holy  Innocents 
Churcli  on  Pearl  street,  a  gem,  pure  in  conception, 
should  be  seen  by  tourists  and  lovers  of  art. 

The  public  schools  of  the  city  are  genuine, 
practical,  sensible  designs,  embodying  interiors 
and  floor  plans  in  keeping  with  intended  purposes, 
affording  comfort  to  teachers  and  pupils,  while 
familiarizing  the  eyes  of  youth  with  taste,  cleanli- 
ness, and  sanitary  demand.  The  St.  Agnes'  School 
is  a  model  of  its  kind,  and  although  simple,  al- 
most severe, in  style, yet  its  numerous  architectural 
surprises  tend  to  leave  an  agreeable  impression  on 
the  memory.  The  Grecian  pretensions  of  the  Fe- 
male Academy  are  in  rather  unpleasing  contrast 
with  their  modern  surroundings,  and  calculatctl  to 
.suggest  unfavorable  criticisms.  The  Sacred  Heart 
Convent,  at  Kenwood,  deserves  particular  mention 
for  its  charming  location,  and  as  an  illustration  of 
Gothic  character  adapted  to  an  institution  of  edu- 
cation. Another  illustration  of  simple  good  taste 
in  architecture,  striking  the  eye  favorably  and  leav- 
ing pleasing  impressions,  is  the  Child's  Hospital, 
modern,  yet  antique,  in  its  conception.  In  the 
State  .\rmory,  corner  of  Eagle  street  and  Hudson 
avenue,  is  a  fine  type  of  military  architecture, 
resembling  the  baronial  style  introduced  into 
England  by  King  Edward  I  upon  his  return  from 
the  crusades.  Among  many  other  edifices  worthy 
of  note  are  the  Boys'  Academy,  the  Madison  Ave- 
nue Reformed  Church  and  the  State  Hall. 

The  most  noted  architects  in  the  early  part  of 
this  century  were  Chiistojjher  Iiatterman,  of  Boston, 
Philip  Plooker  and  Elias  Putnam,  of  Connecticut, 
and  Jonathan  Lyman,  of  IMassachusetts.  They 
came  here  to  reside,  and  designed  and  erected 
most  of  the  larger  and  better  public  and  private 
buildings  of  tlieir  time,  which  have  been  admired 
for  the  common  sense  of  tlieir  proportions  and  the 
good  taste  and  finish  of  tlieir  work.  They  have 
stood  well  the  test  of  time. 

Walter  Dickson,  j.  B,  Ilalcott,  Cliarles  C. 
Nichols,  Fuller  &  Wheeler,  Ernst  Hoffman,  (Gil- 
bert Prettyman,  Robert  W.  Gibson,  Charles  S. 
Edgerton,  Adolph  Fleischman,  F.  H.  Janes,  Ogden 
&  Wright,  are  the  architects  of  to-day. 

WILLIAIM  L.  WOOLEETT. 

WiLLiA.u  [>.  \V(vjLi.i.: IT,  whu>..c  name  is  ia;,u|i- 
arably  connected  with  the  architecture  and  build- 
ings of  Albany,  was  born  June  24,  1815,  in  Water- 
bury,  near  Maidstone,  Kent,  England,  and  came  to 
America  in  1834.  From  that  time  his  life  was 
passed  almost  continuously  in  this  city,  wiiere  he 
advanced  by  sure  and  rapid  steps  to  a  foremost 
place  in  his  chosen  profession,  and  achieved  honor 


and  distinction  in  both  public  and  private  life. 
Mr.  Woollett  was  a  man  of  strong  individuality, 
distinguished  for  intolerance  of  everything  false  or 
equivocal,  and  of  the  most  inflexible  honesty  in  all 
his  dealings.  T.hese  characteristics  are  well  re- 
membered by  our  builders  and  contractors,  who  re- 
call many  instructive  incidents  connected  with  his 
.professional  career. 

The  principal  features  of  his  work  were  thorough 
and  scientific  construction,  a  uniform  avoidance  of 
all  shams  and  doubtful  expedients,  and  general 
excellence  and  utility  both  of  design  and  execution. 
Among  the  important  buildings  erected  under  his 
supervision  maybe  mcntii>ne<l  the  Delavan  House, 
the  Albany  Savings  Bank,  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  etc.,  in  this  city;  the  Jermain  Memorial 
Church  at  West  Troy;  a  large  number  of  private 
residences,  and  a  great  variety  of  high-class  work 
throughout  the  State.  Mr.  Edward  Ogden,,  of  this 
city,  was  for  some  years  connected  with  him  as 
junior  partner. 

Mr.  Woollett  was  a  Fellow  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Architects,  and  member  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  Architects  of  London,  and  he  constantly 
advanced  the  standing  and  dignity  of  the  profession 
by  every  means  in  his  power. 

Of  his  private  life  and  virtues,  no  adequate  ac- 
count can  be  given  in  the  few  lives  at  our  disposal, 
but  it  hardly  needs  the  saying  that  his  memory  and 
influence  will  ever  remain  powerful  factors  in  the 
lives  of  those  who  were  near  and  dear  to  him.  Mr. 
Woollett's  home  was  at  Loudonville,  where  for 
nearly  eighteen  years  he  was  Superintendent  of  the 
Watervliet  Union  Sabbath  School  He  was  also 
President  of  the  Voung  Men's  Christian  Association 
m  1859  and  i860,  and  a  Trustee  of  the  College  of 
Missionaries,  Syracuse  University.  In  religious  life 
he  was  always  earnest  and  active,  both  as  oflicer 
and  member,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  May  2,  1874,  this  steadfast  disciple  of  the 
Divine  Architect  passed  suddenly  away.  He  left 
a  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  (Mills)  Woollett,  to  whom  he 
was  married  May  24,  1848,  and  one  son,  William 
M.  Woollett,  who  became  his  successor  in  business. 
A  brief  notice  of  die  latter  is  given  below. 

William  M.  Woollett  was  born  in  Albany,  July 
6,  1S50.  In  aildition  to  first-rate  ability,  and  an 
ardent  love  fur  the  profession,  he  united  the  many 
advantages  (if  thorough  education.  Graduating  fi'.im 
the  i\lassaclnisett-i  Institute  of  Technology  in  1870, 
with  highest  honors,  he  speedily  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  practice,  and  at  the  latter's  death 
in  1874,  he  assumed  full  control  and  carried  on  die 
business  with  energy  and  success.  His  work  from 
the  first  exhibited  a  remarkable  growth  in  skill  and 
power,  and  his  early  death  was  a  severe  blow  to 
the  art  interests  of  the  city.  We  need  only  cite  a 
lew  exampk->  cif  his  J  t)ie  a  t  tins  time,  and  amon^ 
them  the  three  elegant  resiliences  on  Englewood 
place,  designed  fur  Messrs.  B.  W.  Woostcr,  Oscar 
L.  Hascy  and  Henry  Russell,  are  of  the  best.  His 
last  work  was  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  on  State 
street.  It  was  completed  after  his  death,  and  is 
often  mentioned  as  a  fitting  monument  to  his  skill. 
He  also  designed  the  Fort  Building;  the  fine  tower 
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of  the  Jerniain  Memorial  Church  at  West  Troy, 
completing  his  father's  work  tliere;  and  a  host  of 
other  edifices  in  this  city  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  WooUett  published  two  books,  "  Villas  and 
Cottages,  '  a  collection  of  designs  made  from  time 
to  time  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  business,  and 
"  Old  Homes  Made  New,"  a  series  of  plates 
showing  how  old  and  unattractive  structures  might 
be  remodeled  and  beautified  at  comparatively  small 
expense — a  line  in  which  he  was  jiarticularly  suc- 
cessful. Both  of  these  books  had  a  wide  circula- 
tion and  procured  him  commissions  in  all  parts  of 
the  country. 

At  an  early  perir<l  of  his  profe.-sional  lif(\  unu:,ual 
exposure  brought  on  a  heavy  cold  and  this  was  lol- 
lowed  by  coiiiumplii.u.  Tliough  constantly  ham- 
pered and  restricted  in  iiis  efforts  by  the  pmgress  of 
the  disease, his  wonderful  courage  and  perseverance 
remained  unimpaired  to  the  end,  and  it  was  o\\\y 
on  the  dav  Uiat  his  pencil  was  laid  aside  forever 
that  his  business  was  neglected. 

His  career  thou'idi  so  brief  was  an  exceeding!}' 
progressive' one,  Uilli.i  j  i.  si  (iumuim.-.  L.iivc  Ids 
father,  he  ever  maintained  the  i:ighe;.i  st.iiulard  <.if 
truth  and  courtesy  iu  all  his  affairs,  and  enjoyed 
universal  confidence  and  esteem.  He  died  on  the 
17th  of  Octuber,  iSSo,  at  his  home  in  lAiudonville. 
working  hopefully,  cheerfully,  to  the  \ery  last. 

He  was  only  34  years  of  age.  His  wile  was  Miss 
Fannie  Nellegar,  daughter  of  Joseph  Nellegar,  the 


well  known  druggist,  of  Albany,  to  whom  he  was 
united  in  marriage,  November-6,  1S72,  who,  with 
four  children,  survives  him. 

SURVEYORS  AND  ENGINEERS. 

Simeon  DcWitt  was  born  in  Ulster  County  in 
1756,  and  died  in  Ithaca  in  1S34.  He  graduated 
from  Rutgers  in  1770.  He  was  chief  of  the  topo- 
graphical staff  imder  Washington.  I"or  fifty  vears, 
from  the  year  1784,  he  was  Surveyor-General  of  the 
State,  and  ditl  distinguished  service  in  that  capacity 
in  locating  lands,  public  roads,  and  especiallv  in 
prwmotiug  the  V'.ric  Canal  project.  He  was  I'nig 
time  a  resident  of  Albany,  and  active  in  promoting 
its  literary,  religious  and  material  wellare.  His 
name  should  be  perj)etuated  in  lionor. 

Evert  Van  Allen,  now  deceased,  was  the  survevor 
who  laid  out  the  most  part  of  the  City  of  Albanv. 

He  was  empIoy.'Hl  by  the  Mayor  and  Common 
Council  to  lay  out  streets  and  city  lots,  and  his 
map  is  considered  good  authorit\-,  and  is  slil!  re- 
ic'rred  to  m  iiiles  lo  lots,  etc.  lie  was  also  sur- 
ve}or  for  the  Fatroon  for  many  years,  locating  and 
surveying  lots  in  the  Manor  of  Rcnsselaerwvck. 

Among  the  surveyors  of  olden  times  we  find 
John  R.  Bleecker  prominent.  In  more  recent 
times,  George  W.  Carpenter,  now  Sn|icrintendeni 
ot  City  Water-works,  was  City  Surveyor,  an  office 
which  has  been  now  held  for  a  long  time  with  great 
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acceptance  by  Reaben  II.  Bingham,  as  noticed  in 
another  part  of  tliis  work,  Peter  Hogan  is  a  well- 
known  engineer  and  surveyor  of  much  practice; 
and  Verplanck  Colvin  has  gained  an  enviable  fame 
as  Superintendent  of  tlie  Adirondack  Survey,  as  has 
also  James  T.  Gardineer,  Superintendeni  of  the 
much-needed  State  Survey. 

Honorable  W.  H.  Slingerland,  of  Siingerlands, 
member  of  the  Assembly  of  1880  from  the  first 
district  of  Albany  County,  was  born  in  New  Scot- 
land November  13,  1820,  He  is  of  Holland  and 
English  descent. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public  and  select  schools 
of  Albany,  and  is  a  civil  engineer  and  surveyor. 
He  located  the  line  of  the  railroad  adopted  by  the 
Albany  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company  over 
the  lleldeiberg  Mountains;  was  engineer  on  the 
New  Government  Building  at  Albany;  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  ihe  New  Capitol  Commissioners  and 
State  authorities  to  measure,  examine  and  report 
any  defects  in  the  New  Capitol  Building.  He  is  a 
noted  breeder  of  shorthurn  (cream  pot)  stock.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  elected  a  Colonel  in  the 


State  Militia;  afterwards  held  the  position  of  Division 
Judge-Advocate.  He  was  enrollment  officer  during 
the  late  war.  He  lias  also  held  the  ofiice  of  United 
States  Loan  Commissioner;  was  a  delegate  to  the 
convention  at  which  the  Republican  party  was 
organized  in  this  State;  and  has  several  times  since 
been  delegate  to  State  conventions.  As  member 
of  Assembly,  he  served  on  the  Committees  on  Cities 
and  Villages  and  on  Public  Printing. 

He  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  and  elect- 
ed, overcoming  a  majoritv  of  2,400  against  his 
party.  In  his  town  he  received  the  largest  majority 
of  any  man  who  ever  run  tor  State  or  County  office 
since  the  organizadon  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  had  charge  of  many  important  bills  aftecting 
both  State  and  County,  notably  the  amended  elec- 
tion law  of  18S0,  and  the  bill  for  rebuilding  the 
new  City  Hall  of  Albany,  and  many  other  bills, 
all  of  which  were  enacted  into  laws  weeks  pre- 
vious to  the  adjournment  that  year.  He  prefers 
his  profession  of  civil  engineer  and  surveyor,  -in 
which  he  is  considered  an  e.-vpert,  to  any  political 
office. 


MUSIC  IN  ALBANY. 


IN  gathering  material  for  die  History  of  Albany 
County,  the  author  has  collected  much  valuable 
musical  information.  The  following  was  written  by 
a  gentleman  to  whom  the  generation  of  to-day  are 
deeply  indebted  for  musical  tendencies  which  were 
fostered  and  cultivated  nearly  half  a  century  ago  in 
this  city  : 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Sci)tember  8,  1885. 
Dear  Sir  :  1  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to 
reply  to  you  with  more  e.\tendeti  information. 
I  have  most  cheerfully  written  such  events  and 
data  as  I  could  recollect,  but  they  are  rather 
meager,  and  will  serve  more  as  hints  for  in- 
vestigation relative  to  the  facts.  Leaving  Albany 
in  1854,  \  have  known  almost  nothing  of  musical 
matters  in  that  city  since.  My  residence  in  Albany 
dates  from  September,  1839.  At  that  lime  the  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  N.  C'ampbell  was  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbv- 
terian  Church,  then  located  on  the  corner  of  Peail 
and  Beaver  streets.  I  tool;  the  leadership  of  the 
choir  almost  immediately,  and  it  numbered  about 
fifty  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Messrs.  /\shley,  Nelson 
and  Charles  Scovel,  witli  their  wives,  were  among 
the  number;  also  Anthony  M.  Strong  and  sister; 
the  Messrs.  Russell,  i'hilips,  Whitney  and  Hall; 
Mrs.  Henry,  l\Iiss  Olmstead,  the  Misses  Waite  and 
Miss  Robiii.-M.m,  alierw.ird  .\lis.  Ciavit,  aiul  others 
whom  I  do  not  now  recall.  .'\t  the  .Second  IVesby- 
terian  Church,  the  Rev.  Sprague,  I'astor,  Air. 
George  Warren,  lather  of  George  W.Warren,  now 
organist  of  St.  Tliontas"  Clmrch,  New  York,  was 
chorister;  and  Dr.  Flagler  held  the  same  position 
in  the  Middle  Dutch  Church.  Mr. (ieoige  Walker 
was  at  the  North  Dutch  Church  and  Mr.  Solomon 


Cone  was  at  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Russcl  Packard  was  at  the  Baptist  Church, on  North 
Pearl  street;  Colonel  Levi  S.  Littlejoim  was  at  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church,  and  ^Ir.  P.  A.  iNIayer 
was  organist  and  leader  of  the  First  Lutheran 
Church,  corner  of  Pine  and  Lodge  streets.    Only  a 
few  of  the  churches  at  that  time  had  organs,  the 
Second  Presbyterian,  the  I^piscopal,  on  State  street, 
St.  iNIary's  Catholic,  on  Lodge  street,  and  the  Lu- 
theran.    The  city  rejoiced  in  three  music  stores: 
Mr.  Meacham,  on  State  street,  Boardman  it  Gray, 
corner  Nc>rtli  Pearl  and  State,  and  Mr.  P.  A.  ]\Iayer, 
on  North  INIarket  street,  now  Broadway.     Early  in 
December,  1839,  a  large  number  of  the  musical 
people  of  Albany  held  a  meeting  in  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  to  consitler  the  feasibility  of  giving 
an  oratorio  caitire.     .-Xtnong  those  present  were 
Messrs.  K.  and  H.  Ru>sell,  A.V.  Strong,!..  Phillips, 
A.  Scovel.  1.  G.  Whitney,  James  Whitney,  L.  Steele, 
George  Warren,  George  C.  Treadwell,  S.  Pruyn,  Dr. 
Flagler,  Dr.  Hincklev,  Dr.  Wheeler,  iMr.  George 
Walker,  Mr.  Packard, 'Colonel  Litdejohn,  Mr. Piatt, 
I  and  Philip  A.  Mayer.    'Phe  meeting  was  verv  har- 
I  monious  and  enduisia.stic.  Dr.  li  Russell  acting  as 
j  chairman,  and  resulted  in  the  decision  to  give  the 
I  oratorio  of  "  The  Creation  "  during  the  winter.  The 
I  sum  of  $150  was  si.u;.scnbeil,  and  a  committee  ap- 
I  pointed  U)  make  preliminary  arrangements  and 
I  assume  the  responiIl>ility  of  all  expenses  in  giving 
i  the  performance.    Tlie  oratorio  was  given  three 
times  with  fine  success,  winning  the  marked  ap- 
proval of  the  good   people  of  Albany.    It  also 
proved  a  financial  success,  realizing  $1,300.  The 
I  expenses  were  $1,000.    It  was  given  in  the  Second 
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Presbyterian  Church,  April  9, 1840.  After  the  suc- 
cess attending  "  The  Creation,"  it  was  thouglit  ad- 
visable to  continue  the  meetings  for  i)raclice,  which 
were  held  during  the  summer,  although  no  society 
was  organized.  lOarly  in  the  autumn  it  was  re- 
solved to  give  another  oratorio  tlic  following  winter, 
and  that  of  "David,"  by  Nieuwkomm,  was  re- 
hearsed and  given  in  April,  1S41,  with  about  the 
same  success  as  the  one  the  year  previous.  Nothing 
more  was  attempted  in  oratorio  music  until  1850, 
when  "The  Seasons, "by  Haydn,  was  given  by  the 
Harmonia  Society,  an  organization  formed  in 
December,  1849,  for  the  purpose  of  culture  in 
classical  comj)ositions,  and  not  to  seek  applause 
by  public  entertainments.  The  "  Seasons  "  called 
the  Harmonia  Society  into  public  notice.  The 
first  president  of  the  society  was  I\Ir.  IMarcus  Col- 
burn,  a  very  fine  tenor,  and  Mr.  Russell  Packard 
was  the  second.  Soon  after  I  was  established  in 
"Albany,  I  was  engaged  by  ?.Ir. Samuel  Steele, princi- 
pal of  one  of  the  public  schools,  to  make  the  experi- 
ment of  leaching  music  in  his  building  in  Union 
street.  At  that  time  music  was  not  taught  in  any 
of  the  schools.  I  arranged  to  give  two  lessons  a 
week  for  a  specified  time — six  months,  I  think.  The 
new  branch  proved  so  popular,  there  were  more  ap- 
plications for  pupils  than  could  be  accommodated. 
Shortly  after  this  first  venture,  I  v/as  engaged  in 
teaching  music  in  all  the  public  schools,  and  this 
result  was  brought  about  through  the  influence  of 
such  men  as  the  lion.  Thurlow  Weed,  Governor 
W.H.Seward,  Senator  Samuel  Young,  and  Francis 
M.  Dwigtit.  All  of  these  gentlemen,  now  deceased, 
\yere  deeply  intcre:sted  in  this  branch  of  instruction 
in  the  schools  of  Albany.  In  1844,  there  were  sev- 
eral gentlemen  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
pianos,  namely:  Meacham  &  Co.,  State  street; 
Boardman  it  Gray,  North  Pearl  street;  F.  P.  Burns, 
State  street,  and  James  H. (irovesteen,  corner  Lodge 
and  Columl)ia  streets.  About  the  same  date  I  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  tlie  hatter  gentleman,  and 
we  opened  a  store  in  Slanwix  Hall  for  tlie  sale  of 
pianos  and  a  general  music  business.  Later  we 
removed  to  Bleecker  Hall,  and  afterwards  to  the 
building  occupied  b\  the  late  J.  H.  Hidley,  to  whom 
I  sold  out  in  1855.  Luke  F. Newland  had  a  music 
store,  in  1841.  at  81  State  street.  If  there  are  further 
inquiries  suggesletl  by  what  I  have  wiitten,  1  shall 
be  glad  tn  reply  to  tl  <-n), 

Vcr}  trul}'  ) ours, 

FF.RUINANn   I.  Il.Sl.KV. 

The  oratorio  of  "The  Creation,"  to  which  allu- 
sion is  made  above,  was,  as  stated  in  the  libretto, 
performed  by  the  imifessors  and  ainateurs  of  Al- 
bany. The  writer  of  the  above  letter,  i\lr.  lir- 
dinand  1.  Ilslcv,  was  Conductor.  ]\Ir,  Purlc  n  as 
Leader  of  the  (.Jrt.lietUra,  and  i'.  A.  .Mayer  was  ( )!- 
ganist.  Dr.  J.  A.  I'lagler  was  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Management,  and  L.  S.  Liltlejoim, 
Secretary.  The  vocal  choir  showed:  soi)ranos,  40; 
altos,  20;  tenors,  20;  bassos,  15;  orchestra,  24;  and 
organist,  i,  making  the  winkle  number  of  ])artici- 
pants  150.  Tlie  oratorio  of  "The  Seasons,"  wiiich 
was  performed,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  New  York 


Stale  Agricultural  Society,  by  the  Albany  Har- 
monia Society,  Sei)tembei  3,  4,  5,  <ind  6,  1850, 
had  for  its  Conductor,  F.  I.  Ilsley;  Leader  of  Or- 
chestra, G.  F.  Bristow,  of  New  York  City;  and  so- 
loists, Mrs.  C.  L.  iMerrick,  ncc  Ilsley,  Francis  L. 
Ilsley,  and  Marcus  Colburn.  The  oratorio  was  re- 
peated October  21st  and  2 2d. 

The  F'xccutive  Committee  of  the  Harmonia  So- 
ciety comprised  the  names  of  John  G.  Tread  well. 
Chairman;  jason  Collier,  Levi  S.  Littlejohn, Thomas 
Treadwell,  Henry  Russell,  J.  Augustus  Reed,  Eras- 
tus  \\.  Piatt,  Darwin  G.  Eaton,  George  Warren, 
Sumner  C.  Webb,  Philip  A.  IMayer,  Russell  Pack- 
ard, Horace  H.  Babcock,  Ferdinand  I.  Ilsley. 

A  most  interesting  musical  event  took  place  in 
Albany,  July  9,  1851,  when  Mile.  Jenny  Lind's 
concert  of  sacred  and  miscellaneous  pieces  was 
given  in  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church.  She  sang 
the  air,  "  I  Know  that  My  Redeemer  Liveth,  "  from 
Handel's  Messiah;  "On,I\Iighty  Pens,"  from  Hay- 
dn's Creation;  the  prayer,  "  Und  ob  die  Wolkc" 
(Dcr  Freyschutz),  Weber;  sccna  and  aria,  "Casta 
Diva''  (Norma),  Bellini;  Taubert's  "Bird  Song;"' 
and  Bishop's  arrangement  of  "Home,  Sweet 
Home."  Mr.  Otto  Goklschinidt  appeared  twice 
in  the  evening,  with  Mendelssohn's  "Lied  Ohne 
Worle, "  prelude  from  E  minor,  and  Liszt's  "  Ta- 
rantella" of  Rossini.  Signori  Salvi  and  Belletli 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Burke  also  took  part  in  the  con- 
cert, and  Mr.  Julius  Benedict  was  conductor. 

Weregrel  that  our  information  is  so  fragmentary, 
and  that  we  are  not  able,  for  want  of  knowledge, 
time  and  space,  to  treat  this  theme  so  comj)letely 
as  its  importance  would  seem  to  demand. 

THE  SINGING  SOCIETY  CECILIA 

was  organized  P^ebruary  3,  1866.  A  few  of  the  first 
members  were  John  Waas,  Frank  Riclz,  Tjouis 
Wink,  Anton  Schneider,  John  Lindon,  Christian 
Dalchen,  Frank  Engel,  N.  Wink. 

First  President,  John  Waas;  First  Director,  Prof. 
William  Boehni. 

Present  number  of  members,  149, 

Citcilia  took  part  in  the  following  prize  sing- 
ing festivals:  Prize  singing  at  Utica,  1874;  grand 
picnic  and  prize  singing  at  Albany,  1S82;  grand 
picnic  and  prize  singing  at  Albany,  1884;  giand 
picnic  and  coTicert  at  Troy,  1S84;  concerts  and 
balls  at  Ahian\-,  Tioy,  Amsterdam,  Schenectady, 
etc.  Cecilia  took  pait  in  the  great  saengericst  at 
Brooklyn,  July,  1085. 

I'lIE  UNION  MUSICAL  ASSOCLVPION 

was  organized  in  October,  1S58.  Officers:  R.  L. 
Johnson,  President;  Henry  Russell, Vice-President; 
J.  C.  .Aaistin,  Second  Vice-Prosidenl ;  \\ .V .  S^e^\^•ill, 
Secretary;  A.  V.  Si  jvens,  Treasurei:  Thomas  Spen- 
cer Lloyd,  Conductor;  J.  Augustus  Reed,  Oganist; 
Charles  I\I.  Travcr,  Librarian. 

On  March  1,  1859,  fiist  concert, 

consisting  of  Mo/art's  Twelfth  ^lass,  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  Hudson  avenue,  with  a  chorus  of 
150  voices  and  an  orchestra  of  Albany  and  New 
York  musicians. 
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The  soloists  were  Miss  Lilly  Brown,  afterwards 
Mrs.  I'homas  Wiles,  Mrs.  Serviss  and  I\Iiss  Jennie 
Ferry,  afterwards  Mrs.  E.  P.  Durant,  soprani; 
Miss  Sarah  E.  IJentley,  alto;  Messrs.  Cutler 
and  Cook,  tenori;  and  Stoneliousc  and  Whitney, 
bassi. 

On  the  following  4th  of  July,  the  Young  Men's 
Association  held  their  public  exercises  in  the  Acad- 
emy Park,  the  musical  part  of  which  was  fur- 
nished by  this  association. 

They  subsequently  gave  an  entertainment  in  the 
large  drill  room  in  the  Arsenal  liuikling,  corner  of 
Eagle  street  and  Hudson  avenue. 

The  cliorus  numbered  150,  and  the  orchcjjtra 
was  brought  from  New  York,  made  up  of  the  best 
of  Dodworth's  musicians. 

The  music  rendered  was  Spohr's  cantata  of 
God  Thou  Art  Great,  Mendelssohn's  Ninety-lifth 
Psalm,  and  Reis'  cantata  of  Morning. 

The  association  flourished  for  several  years,  and 
other  equally  creditable  entertainments  were  given. 

ALBANY  MUSICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Lecture-room  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  September  30,  1867,  the 
Albam'  Musical  Association  was  organized,  the  fol- 
lowing thirty  gentlemen  aflixing  their  names  to  the 
articles  of  association  as  members: 

J.  Collier,  J.  H.  Ilickox,  C.  M.  Traver,  T.  S. 
Lloyd,  S.  W.  Whitney,  [.  S.  Dickerman,  John  B. 
Marsh,  Arthur  Bott,  Frederick  S.  Lawrence,  B. 
Lodge,  Rodney  G.  Kimball,  J.  B.  Slonehousc,  E. 
D.  Worcester,  Samuel  Motfatt,  Austin  IM.  Halley, 
John  E.  Sherwood,  D.  F.  Craw,  William  Davis, 
Jesse  B.  Wooley,  P.  S.  Gates,  Thomas  H.  i\Iit- 
chell,  R.  Mernhew,  D.  Russel  Niver,  E.  P.  Tread- 
well,  J.  L.  Mitchell,  [ames  P.  St.  John,  Eugene 
Burlinganie,  Walter  McEwan,  Eugene  jMcGarrah, 
Robert  F.  Todd,  F.  W.  Brown, 

Its  first  Conductor  was  T.  Spencer  Lloyd,  its 
first  Organist  was  R.  J.  Sarndley. 
.  John  B.  ]\Iarsh  was  appointed  lirst  President; 
John  B.  Stonehouse,  the  first  Vice-President;  John 
S.  Dickerman,  Secretary;  E.  D.  Worcester,  'Preas- 
urer;  and  Frederick  S.  Lawrence,  Librarian. 

The  whole  number  of  members  registered  was 
251,  though  the  average  numbci'  attending  regu- 
larly was  about  130. 

The  fii>t  public  rel\earsal  was  given  at  Tweddle 
Hall,  January  28,1868,  at  which  tiuu;  the  ( )ratorio 
of  "Judas  IMaccabeus"  was  rendered  by  a  chorus 
of  145,  the  solo  parts  being  sustained  by  Misses 
La  Jeunesse,  now  Albani,  Werles,  lioig,  Cuyler, 
Williams  an'I  Murray;  Messrs.  Lawrence,  Whitney, 
Stonehc)nse  and  McLean. 

This  rendition  was  followed  by  "  The  Seasons," 
April  30, 186S,  "Tlio  Mehsi.ili, "  I'ebiuaiy  3,1069, 
and  "  The  Creation." 

The  Albany  Musical  Association  was  incorpo- 
rated February  19,  1870. 

In  1878,  Mr.  John  G.  Parkhurst  started  a  class 
for  instruction  in  music.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  gave  "The  Creatit)n,"  with  his  pupils,  at 
Tweddle  Hall. 


In  1879,  the  Albany  ^lusical  Association  was 
again  incorporated,  with  a  Board  of  Directors, 
with  Mr.  John  G.  Parkhurst  as  Conductor.  On 
December  9,  1879.  "St.  Paul"  was  rendered  by 
the  association  at  Tweddle  Hall,  assisted  by  Miss 
Kellogg,  Mrs.  Belle  Palmer  Fassett,  W.  H.  Fessen- 
den,  M.W.Whitney,  and  the  Germania  Orchestra, 
of  Boston. 

On  January  20,  18S1,  the  association  rendered 
"  I'he  Messiah"  in  the  Congregational  Church,  as- 
sisted by  the  following  artists:  Mrs.  Bentley,  Miss 
Gomph,  INIrs.  Gavit,  Vlx.  W.  C.  Torren,  of  iBoston, 
Mr.  Remmert,  of  New  York,  and  a  local  orchestra. 

On  December  12,  18S1,  "Elijah"  was  per- 
formed at  i\Iusic  Hall  by  the  association,  with  Miss 
Kellogg,  soprano,  Boston;  MissWinant,  alto.  New 
York;  Mr.  Courtney,  tenor,  New  York;  r^Ir. 
Mario  Bartlett,  basso;  and  the  Germ.ania  Orchestra 
of  Boston. 

On  December  12,  1882,  a  second  rendition  of 
"  St.  Paul  "  took  place  at  Tweddle  Hall. 

A  concert  was  given  at  the  Leland  Opera  House, 
January  29,  1883,  by  the  association,  assisted  by 
I'heodore  Tocdt,  tenor.  Another  in  the  same  place 
on  April  13,  1883,  with  INIr.  Monroe,  violin;  Mr. 
Adolph  Hartdegen,  violoncello;  Mr.  A.  J.  Jeffrey, 
piano. 

'Phc  association  gave  another  concert  December 
II,  1883,  at  the  Old  Hudson  Avenue  INI.  E. 
Church,  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  with  entirely 
local  talent. 

Owing  to  the  burning  of  Tweddle  Hall  there  is 
no  place  in  Albany  suitable  for  the  rendition  of  or- 
atorio. This  has  com])c!led  the  association  to  cease 
their  work — at  least  for  a  time. 

On  December  18  and  19,  1884,  however,  Mr. 
J.  G.  Parkhurst  gathered  around  him  some  700 
in  the  new  Skating  Rink,  and  gave  "  The  Messiah," 
with  his  own  pupils  as  soloists.  The  undertaking 
was  conducted  entirely  by  himself  on  his  own  re- 
si)onsibility,  and  reflected  great  credit  on  him  as  a 
conductor,  teacher  and  manager. 

GES ANG -VE REIN  EI NTR AC H T. 

The  Eintracht  Singing  Society  was  organized 
Noveml)er  22,  1868.  The  purpose  was,  like  all 
similar  organi.'iation.s,  the  cultivation  of  German 
song  lud  Tnusic,  b^lh  vocal  and  instrumental.  'Phe 
lirst  musi(.al  director  was  Mr.  Theclore  Su[)pes,  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Aug,  SchoenewoM,  leader  for  nearly 
twehe  years.  T!\e  society  participated  in  several 
musical  festivals,  and  competed  with  others  for 
prizes  at  the  following:  I'tica  Maenner  Chor, 
1874;  Schv?r  ectady  Inanet  Cluli,  1879,  f"'  which 
occasion  thev  were  awarded  the  lirst  piize;  'Proy 
Maenner  Club,  18S0  receivinu:  the  first  prize,  also 
Ronduut  Si icial  iMaenner  L^tior,  where  the\'  gained 
the  third  [)ri/;,  antl  ai  the  thlrleenth  Musical  Festi- 
val of  I'hiladclphia,  1883,  Aug.  Schoenwolf  resigned 
as  Director,  and  was  followed  by  Professor  William 
Boehm,  leader  at  the  present  time.  I'he  society  is 
composed  of  38  active,  175  passive,  and  4  honor- 
ary incmljers.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Ein- 
tracht arranged  a  grand  prize  sangerfest  in  1878, 
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which  proved  a  success.  The  olTicers  of  the  organ- 
ization are  elected  annually. 

THE  MOZART, 

organized  September  20,  1875,  Professor  William 
Boehm,  Director.  It  has  held  successful  excur- 
sions, picnics  and  concerts.  Professional  improve- 
ment is  its  great  object. 

Rehearsals  are  held  once  a  week,  and  meetings 
on  the  first  Tliursday  of  each  month.  The  annual 
meeting  and  election  of  officers  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  the  officers  then  elected  taking 
office  on  the  anniversary,  Se[)tember  20th. 

The  society  to-day  numbers  53  members  dis- 
tributed in  three  classes:  active,  15;  passive,  35; 
honorary,  2. 

APOLLO  SINGING  SOCIETY 

was  organized  February  18,  1884,  by  sixteen  mem- 
bers of  the  liintracht  Society,  who  withdrew  from 
that  one,  and  four  others.  The  membership  roll 
now  numbers  375. 

On  February  21,  1SS4,  Mr.  Ja.  Grundhocffcr 
was  elected  Musical  Director.  Society  first  re- 
hearsed at  his  Conservatory,  74  South  Pearl  street. 

Rooms  are  nov.-  secured  and  fitted  projierly  at 
Ames  Building,  69  South  Pearl  street,  which  were 
formally  opened  July  31,  1884.  The  growth  of 
the  society  has  been  unprecedented.  A.  Schreiber 
is  now  Director. 

Next  pul.ilic  appearance  was  in  the  exercises  of 
the  G.  A.  I'l.  on  Decoration  Day,  at  the  Rural 
Cemetery,  in  1885.  Met  at  Assembly  Chamber, 
New  Capitol,  in  die  evening,  and  German  selec- 
tions were  rendered. 

The  society  also  look  part  in  the  fourteenth  Na- 
tional Sangerfest,  at  Brooklyn,  July  4-9,  1885, 
and  was  one  of  the  largest  societies  that  attended. 

August  10,  1880,  held  picnic,  and  a  silk  Hag 
was  dedicated,  which  was  presented  by  the  ladies 
of  the  society. 

THE  NEW  HARMONIA  SINGING  SOCIETY 

was  organized  in  .March,  1884,  with  a  membership 
of  twelve  acti\  e  and  two  jubiive  members.  Proiessor 
Charles  Koch,  Diiector. 


The  societ}'  now  counts  thirt\'  active  singers,  with 
about  fifty  passive  members.  It  has  taken  part  in 
all  festivities  given  by  sister  societies,  and  also  gave 
a  picnic  and  concert  last  July,  ^\hich  proved  to  be 
a  grand  success.  It  bids  fair  to  become  tlic  rival 
of  the  best  organizations  of  its  kind. 

ALBANY  PHILHARMONIC  SOCIETY. 

During  the  fall  of  18S4,  about  half  a  dozen  young 
people,  musically  inclined,  were  accustomed  to 
meet  weekly  for  die  practice  of  not  very  diflicult 
orchestral  compositions,  simply  to  gratify  ihcir  mu- 
sical tastes.  'Phese  meetings  were  largely  of  asocial 
nature.  Gradually,  during  the  succeeding  spring, 
the  number  of  instruments  was  increased  to  ten. 
'Phis  was  the  nucleus  which,  under  die  skillful 
management  and  untiring  exertions  of  Mr.  George 
H.  'J'hacher,  Jr.,  at  whose  house  most  of  the  meet- 
ings had  been  held,  has  developed  into  the  present 
orchestra  of  twenty-nine  pieces. 

During  the  summer  of  1885,  i\Ir.  Thacher,  as- 
sisted chiefly  by  Mrs.  Hamilton  Harris  and  the 
present  Secretary,  and  encouraged  by  many  others 
of  Albany's  cultivated  and  public-spirited  citizens, 
organized  the  orchestra;  rented  the  two  upper 
stories  of  No.  69  North  Pearl  street;  adapted  them 
to  the  needs  of  die  society;  furnished  them  with 
appropriate  etiuipments,  including  a  Stcinway  grand 
piano;  and  secured  the  active  co-oi)eration  of  the 
present  Board  of  Management. 

To  give  instruction  in  orchestral  and  concerted 
practice;  to  afford  opportunity  tot  the  projier  dis- 
play of  the  abilities  of  the  advanced  amateur;  to 
present  ficilities  for  the  practice  of  both  instru- 
mental and  vocal  music;  and  to  encourage  musical 
taste  generally,  are  some  of  the  aims  and  ])urposcs 
of  tlic  society.  Rehearsals  of  the  orchestra  are  reg- 
ularly held  every  Wednesday  evening.  Short  })ro- 
gramme  rehearsals  of  chamljer  music,  comprising 
ducts,  trios  and  cjuartettes,  chiefly  instrumental,  arc 
given  'Puesday  and  Saturday  evenings;  and  a  sub- 
sidiary orchestra  is  organized  and  practicing. 

In  the  pursuit  of  its  aims,  the  society  gives  great 
promise  of  success.  Mr.  George  H.  Thacher,  Jr., 
President;  Mr.  B.  I.  Stanton,  Secretary;  INFrs.  Ham- 
ilton Harris,  Mrs.  James  P.  Boyd,  iMiss  Sarah  J. 
Montcatli,  Miss  Li'llie  B.  Stanton,  '\\x.  James  II. 
Leake,  Gen.  Robert  Sliaw  Oliver,  .Managers. 
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ISLAND  P.^RK  R.XCING  ASSOCIATION. 

''jPHE  Island  Park  Association  i.s  a  stock  company 
[  with  a  capital  of  ,$10,000,  divided  into  100 
shares.  It  was  organized  and  incorporated  in  the 
spring  of  1884,  when  Hon.  Erastus  Corning,  of  Al- 
bany, was  elected  Presiilent,  and  George  P.  Ide,  of 
Troy, \'ice- President.  The  aim  of  the  associauon  is 
to  provide  a  gentlemen's  driving  park  lor  the  two 
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cities  between  which  it  lies  and  where  its  stock  is 
I  i.d;  .ilso  lo  imp;'>\c 'Ju:  b;-'.  c!  aiid  .-  ^'I'l'd  '-'f  trol- 
ling hoises.  '!"he  trad,  i^  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Troy  road, about  two  miles  from  Albany.  It  is 
one  mile  in  circuit,  nnd  is  one  of  the  truest  and 
frstest  tracks  in  the  United  States.  It  is  the  prop- 
erty of  Hon.  I'rastus  Corning, from  whom  the  asso- 
ciation leases  it.  The  <jriginal  track  on  this  prop- 
erty was  built  over  twenty  \ears  ago,  but  was  used 
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almost  solely  as  a  private  track  until  a  few  years 
ago,  when  some  of  the  best  horses  of  the  country 
appeared  there.  In  the  year  1879,  l-hrough  the 
efforts  of  Captain  R.W.Hunt,  the  track  was  placed 
in  first-class  condition,  and  at  once  took  a  place 
among  the  leading  race  courses  of  the  countr)-. 
The  "Clay  Stakes  " — a  stake  of  $3,000  guaranteed 
by  the  association, being  for  horses  without  record 
previous  to  April  ist  of  each  )  ear,  when  nomina- 
tions to  the  stakes  close — were  established  in  1SS4, 
and  have  become  the  leading  event  for"gieen" 
horses  in  the  United  States.  In  1884  the  asso- 
ciation took  a  place  in  the  grand  circuit, which  it 
at  present  retains.  From  ,^3,000  to  $4,000  per 
year  are  offered  by  the  association  as  purses  for 
speed.  This  year  (18S5)  a  new  track  has  been  built 
and  a  new  club  house  erected,  to  take  the  place  of 
the  one  destroyed  by  fire  in  November,  1S84.  The 
business  of  the  association  is  conducted  by  a  Board 
of  fifteen  Directors,  chosen  from  among  the  stock- 
holders, and  from  this  Board  the  officers  of  the  asso- 
ciation are  elected.  An  executive  committee  of 
three  has  charge  of  the  aflairs  of  the  association. 
The  officers  of  18S4,  to  whom  much  of  the  success 
of  the  association  is  due,were  unanimously  re-elected 
for  1885. 

FORT  ORANGE  CLUB. 

The  Beaverwyck  and  Albany  Clubs  existed  in 
Albany  in  1S64.  J3oth  were ])opular,an(l  numbered 
as'menii)ers  many  of  the  first  citizens.  The  latter 
club  disbanded  in  1878,  and  for  two  years  the  city 
was  without  a  creditable  association  of  this  kind. 
The  needs  of  it  were  soon  felt,  and  resulted  in  the 
formation,  mainly  through  the  efforts  of  Grange 
Sard,  of  the  Fort  Orange  Club,  in  18S0.  The  de- 
sign of  this  club  is  to  establish  and  maintain  a 
library,  reading  and  assembly  rooms,  and  to  pro- 
mote social  intercourse  among  the  members.  'I"he 
number  of  regular  members  is  iimiteil  to  200.  Ad- 
mission fee,  $50;  annual  dues,  ^25. 

The  club  house  is  at  1 10  Washington  avenue. 
It  is  one  of  the  historic  buildings  of  the  citv,  and 
was  built  by  Samuel  Ilill  as  a  residence  in'iSxo, 
and  subsequently  occupied  by  John  T.  Norton. 
For  many  years  it  was  one  of  the  only  three  houses 
on  the  hill,  the  others  being  occupied  bv  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  Mayor  respectively.  Hltc  Aaron 
Burr  resided,  while  engaged  in  legal  busine.ss  in  the 
city.  The  club  bought  the  house  for  $30,000,  and 
has  spent  $15,000  to  $20,000  in  repaiis  and  fur- 
nishing. 

Entertainments  which  are  largelv  attended,  are 
frequently  given  by  the  club  to  State  oilicers  and 
distinguished  visitors.  Its  oflkers,  including  five 
of  its  nineteen  Trustees  are  annually  elected  by  the 
members  at  large.  The  'rru.;ie<;s  arc  elected  loi 
three  years,  and  its  other  (illiceih,  lu.  one  )ear. 

ADELPMI  CLUB. 

This  club  was  organized  as  the  Adelplii  Litcrarv 
Association,  January  26,  1873.  At  that  tune  it  oc- 
cupied rooms  on  South  Tcarl  street,  between  Di- 


vision and  Hudson  avenue.  In  1876  it  moved 
to  Adelplii  Hall,  formeily  Turn  Halle,  on  Green 
street.  While  |iK"ated  there,  dramatic,  literary  and 
musical  entertainments  were  given  by  the  mem- 
bers with  success.  In  1S84  and  1S85,  a  lecture 
course  was  given  at  Bevcrwyck  Hall.  A  series  of 
balls  has  been  given  each  year.  In  1880,  the 
house  loi  Hudson  avenue  was  leased  and  con- 
verted into  a  club  house.  The  membership  rapidly 
increased,  and  in  order  to  obtain  larger  quartets,  in 
1881  the  present  beautiful  club  house,  corner 
South  Pearl  and  Division,  streets  was  built  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Sporborg,  one  of  its  proniinent  members, 
the  club  taking  a  ten  years'  lease  of  the  building. 
February  11,1881,  the  association  was  incorporated 
as  the  Adelphi  Club.  The  present  quarters  are 
next  door  to  where  it  v,-as  first  organized.  Ex- 
cepting the  Fort  Orange,  its  quarters  are  the  hand- 
somest of  the  kintl  in  the  city.  Among  the  mem- 
bers are  prominent  and  inlluential  Jewish  residents. 
The  club  house  is  a  three-story  building,  conven- 
ient and  commodious. 

The  balls  given  here  form  prominent  social  events 
in  the  city.  The  musical  entertainments  are  of  a 
high  order,  the  club  containing  some  prominent 
musicians.  The  membership  is  limited  to  125, 
and  at  present  numbers  1 18. 

THE  ALBANY  CITY  CURLING  CLUB 

was  founded  in  1861.  Curling  is  a  manly,  health- 
ful Scotch  game,  played  with  sniiioth  stones  on  a 
field  of  ice,  and  is  governed  by  rules  laid  down  by 
the  Royal  Caledonian  Club  of  Scotland. 

ALBANY  TENNIS  CLUB. 

The  Albany  Tennis  Club  was  established  in 
1878.  Subsequently  grounds  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Swan  and  Jay  streets  were  secured, 
and  a  suitable  building  erected.  It  contains  two 
courts  and  considerable  gymnastic  ajiparatus.  In 
the  spring  of  1883  an  outdoor  court  was  added, 
which  is  situated  approximate  to  the  club  house. 
The  club  is  managed  by  a  Board  of  Governors, 
M'hich  is  elected  annually  by  the  members.  The 
Board  elects  the  otlicers  and  api)oinfs  committees. 

I  It  meets  on  the  second  Tnesilay  ot  each  month. 

I 

■  ''■  THE  WALNUT  CLUB.  ' 

The  \\'alnut  Club  of  Albany  was  organized  De- 
cember 15,  iSSo,  by  Charles  Y..  Wolf  and  N.  ?, 
Rugg.  Its  membership  now  numbers  about  eighty 
in  the  difierent  cities  where  branches  arc  estab- 
lished. The  object  is  sociality  among  its  mem- 
bi'is;  and  a  member  visiiim:  (  itv  mn 
:  Imd  a  Walnut  is  usually  r.>v:iliy  '..-r.;.  rt:!infd.  Each 
member  carries  a  silvei  walnut,  ^sincii  he  is  ex- 
pected to  be  able  to  produce  at  any  time. 

ROLLER  SKATING  RINKS. 

I  The  popular  amusement  of  roller  sk.uing  secured 
i  a  foothold  in  Albany  soon  after  Boston  had  adopted 
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and  indorsed  it.  Like  all  other  modes  of  amuse- 
ment in  tiioir  nature  harmless^  it  lias  its  excesses 
and  its  abuses. 

The  first  place  opened  in  Albany  for  this  diver- 
sion was  at  No.  69  North  Pearl  street,  in  the  Old 
Post  Office  Buildin,^,^  I'he  hall,  ready  for  the 
public  just  before  Christmas,  iSSo,\vas  well  patron- 
ized during  the  winter.  It  was  closed  the  ist  of 
May  following.  In  the  fall  of  1881,  the  Old  Taber- 
nacle Paptist  Church,  on  North  Pearl  street,  was 
converted  into  a  skiting  rink  by  a  stock  company 
of  young  men  of  Albanv.  It  was  fairly  patronized, 
but  from  some  cause  it  did  not  realize  the  expecta- 
tions of  its  proprietors,  and  the  enterprise  was  aban- 
doned the  next  spring. 

During  the  winter  of  18S3  and  1884,  Albany 
seems  to  have  had  two  roller-skating  rinks,  one  in 
the  Public  Market  Building,  Hudson  avenue,  and 
one  in  the  old  Tenth  Regiment  Armory,  Van 
Vechten  Hall. 

The  fifth  enterprise  of  the  kind  was  undertaken 
in  1884,  by  Hickcy,  Downing  &.  Curlcy,  and  re- 
sulted in  the  spacious  and  very  creditable  rink 
running  on  Lark  street,  Captain  Young,  Superin- 
tendent. The  building  is  85  by  185  feel  on  the 
ground,  with  a  floor  65  by  1^)5  feet,  and  is  provided 
with  700  pairs  of  skates,  and  lighted  by  electricity. 
It  is  the  largest  audience  room  in  die  city,  and  has 
been  used  for  concerts  and  large  public  gatherings. 

The  .sixth  and  last  roller  skating  rink  was  opened 
in  the  old  Methodist  Church  in  the  fall  of  1884,  by 
Mr.  Muuson.  Mr.  Rice,  Manager.  It  had  a  suc- 
cessful winter,  but  tiic  building  was  enlarged  and 
fitted  for  laundry  purposes  in  1885. 

THE  JOHN  C.  NOTT  ASSOCIATION. 

This  association  was  organized  September  8, 
1882. 

The  object  of  the  association  is  social  intercourse 
among  the  members.  A  river  excursion  is  given 
every  year,  and  this  feature  has  become  very  jjopu- 
lar,  not  only  among  the  members,  but  with  many 
who  are  not  connected  with  thcTn.  Another  very 
pleasant  feature  is  the  dancing  parties,  of  which 
several  are  given  every  winter,  and  well  attended. 

The  association  has  increased  largely  since  its 
organization,  and  now  has  ui)on  its  roll  of  mem- 
bers nearly  loo  young  men. 

bicvclp:  cll^b. 

The  Albany  l^icycle  Club  was  organized  August 
24,  18S0,  with  thirteen  members,  and  was  soon 
added  to  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen.  May 
I,  1884,  it  was  incorporated  under  die  laws  of 
1875,  ^">''th  a  monibcrsliip  of"  it;.  There  are  at 
present  aboui  200  moinbers.  I'lie  eioirant  mansion 
owned  by  K.  D.  Jirainard,  Siiu.ueil  corner  f^^irk 
and  Lancaster  streets,  has  been  leased  by  the  club 
for  a  term  of  years.  The  club  has  in  its  possession 
about  sixty  bicycles.  The  privileges  of  the  park 
arc  open  to  the  club  till  9  a.m.,  but  elTorts  are  mak- 
ing to  have  the  same  privileges  accorded  to  the 
bicycle  as  are  granted  to  any  other  wheeled  vehicle. 


THE  RIIXJEEIELD  ATHLETIC  CLUB. 

The  Ridgefield  Athletic  Club  of  the  City  of  Al- 
bany, incorporated  in  1884  for  purposes  of  general 
outdoor  sports,  may  justly  be  considered  as  the 
offspring  of  Uie  Albany  Cricket  Club,  organized  in 
1838.  A  number  of  years  elapsed  before  a  reor- 
ganization of  the  club  took  place,  and  the  name  01 
the  Albany  Cricket  Club  was  again  numbered 
among  the  best  organizations  in  the  State.  The 
greatest  interest  in  cricket  of  later  years  occurred 
during  the  seasons  of  iSSt  and  1882,  when  the 
club  was  strengthened  by  the  services  of  a  first-class 
"professional.''  During  the  latter  year,  the  Al- 
bany club  securcii  a  notable  victory  on  their  own 
grounds,  in  a  match  with  a  selected  eleven  from 
the  Western  States. 

Desirous  of  securing  more  convenient  and  per- 
manent grounds  in  the  city,  the  members  of  the 
club  conceived  the  idea  of  forming  an  association 
which  should  embrace  other  sports,  and  to  that 
end  a  fund  was  started  in  September,  1SS3,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  grounds  now  occupied  by  the 
kidgelield  Athletic  Club.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
subscribers  was  held  October  ist,  at  which  Mr. 
William  Lacy  was  chosen  chairman,  and  Mr. 
John  B.  jNIarsh,  Secretary.  It  was  decided  to  call 
'die  organization  the  Albany  Cricket  Club,  and  to 
procure  its  incorporation.  At  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing. Trustees  were  selected,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  grounds. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Shareholders  on  the  28th  of 
April,  1884,  the  name  of  "the  Ridgefield' Athletic 
Club  of  the  City  of  Albany  "  was  agreed  upon.  The 
grounds  were  first  opened  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers on  the  i6tli  of  June,  18S5. 

I'he  capital  stock  of  the  club  is  $7,500,  in  shares 
of  $25  each,  and  is  owned  by  248  shareholders. 
The  number  of  yearly  members  thus  far  elected  is 
233.  The  grounds  and  improvements  have  al- 
ready cost  about  $10,000.  Included  in  that 
amount  is  ■^^,000  for  purchase  money,  and  $1,500 
for  bicycle  track.  When  all  intended  improvements 
are  completed,  Ridgefield  will  rank  among  the 
finest  of  athletic  grounds  in  this  country. 

THE  MUTUAL  BOAT  CLUB. 

TheMiitnal  J'-oat  Club  w.is  organized  on  the 
15th  of  August,  T8(>f.  and  had  at  that  time  600 
members.  Rov.in!.'  in  Albany  was  then  at  a  low 
ebb,  and  the  Victoria,  Knickerbocker,  Hiawatha, 
Excelsior  and  iMysuc  Clubs  had  one  after  the  other 
quietly  disbanded,  leaving  as  the  sole  surviving 
organization  the  v  >teran  Pi'.'ucer  Club,  which  soon 
after  ceased.  In  the  formation  of  all  those  clubs, 
the  governing  motive  had  been  social  intercourse 
anil  the  lowiiigv.as  inndenial.  but  the  irAimfcrs  of 
the  Mutual  '  lub  deti.rniincd  to  have  a  rowing  club, 
and  such  it  iias  been  ever  since. 

The  Mutuals  have  rowed  1 35  races  with  oiiier 
clubs,  winning  68  and  losing  67.  They  have 
championship.-^  in  the  National  .Association,  the 
Northwestern,  the  Harlem,  the  iludson,  the  Upper 
Hudson,  the  Passaic  River  and  the  Inter-State  As- 
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sociations.  They  have  held  the  championship  of 
Albany  in  singles  for  fourteen,  and  in  fours  for  six- 
teen years  of  the  twenty  that  have  passed  since  they 
were  organized.  'J'liey  have  entered  t\vent}-two 
times,  and  in  eleven  dilferent  years,  in  regattas  of 
tiie  National  Association  of  Amateur  Oarsmen; 
have  there  competed  in  every  style  of  race,  except 
in  eights;  have  won  twice  in  junior  singles,  twice 
in  six-oared  shells,  four  times  in  pair-oared  shells, 
and  once  in  four-oared  shells,  and  have  thus  held 
nine  national  championships,  while  but  one  other 
club  in  the  country  has  secured  as  many  as  four. 
They  now  stand  the  foremost  rowing  organization 
in  the  United  States,  with  a  record  and  reputation 
which  is  unapproached,  and  of  which  they  are  just- 
ly proud. 

ALBANY  YACHT  CLUB 

was  organized  April  16,  1S73,  with  S.  G.  Payn,  Jr., 
as  President.  It  was  reorganized  in  1876,  with  M. 
F.  Cogswell  as  Commodore  (or  chief  officer),  fol- 
lowed by  E.  F.  Hackett,  W.  W.  (]rey,  F.  E.  Coo- 
ley,  and  C.  S.  Ihbcock.  The  club  house,  built 
in  the  spring  of  1880,  is  a  well-fitted  structure  for 
the  accommodation  of  yachtsmen,  designed  by  F. 
Wright,  the  architect,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Hudson,  directly  opposite  the  steamboat  land- 
ing; The  meetings  are  held  monthly — fust  Mon- 
day in  each  month.  The  funds  for  building  their 
present  liouse  were  raised  by  the  members  of  the 
club.     Its  present  membership  numbers  60. 

MOHICAN  CANOE  CLLB  OF  ALBANY. 

Tlie  American  Canoe  Association  is  a  large  or- 
ganization, numbering  some  forty  clubs  in  the 
leading  cities  from  iMontreal  to  New  Orleans,  and 
from  New  York  to  .San  Francisco,  whose  object  is 
the  comparatively  now  sport  of  cruising  and  racing 
in  canoes.  Prominent  among  the  clubs  is  the 
Mohican  of  Albany.  In  iHSi,  when  the  associa- 
tion was  formed  at  Lake  George  there  were  but 
two  canoeists  here — General  R.  S.  Oliver  and  W. 
D.  Frothingham.  The  following  year  it  was  well  rep- 
resented by  some  eight  or  more  members.  In  1883 
the  Mohicans  prospered  so  well  that  they  secured 
the  foremost  position  in  all  sailing  races  as  well  as 
in  equipment  lor  i  iuising  ami  exploring.  Their 
fleet,  iui.'lndiiig  ilie  Snake,  Thetis,  and  Manon, 
has  a  reputation  for  si>eod  and  perfection.  In  i8>'4 
the  American  Canoe  ."V-ssocialiun  elected  as  Com- 
modore for  the  ensuing  year,  a  prominent  member 
of  this  Club,  General  R.  S.  Oliver,  and  with  an- 
other member  upon  their  Executive  Committee, 
and  yet  another  as  Chairman  of  the  Regatta  Com- 
mittee, the  National  JMeeting  of  1885  was  mainly 
arranged  by  the  MohicaTis.  Albaiu-  wa';  for  iwn 
years  selected  as  the  jilace  for  the  execulivrj  uK\;t- 
ings,  and  lias,  undoubtedly,  contributed  a  very 
large  share  toward  the  pleasant  mission  of  ]iopu- 
larizing  a  healthful  and  exciting  amusement. 

Besides  the  innumerable  cruises  upon  the  IJutl- 
son,  from  tlic  rapids  down  to  saltwater,  the  Mohican 


flag  has  been  carried  down  the  Susquehanna  and 
Delaware  Rivers,  down  the  falls  and  swamjjsof  the 
Walkill,  and  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Ontario  and 
.Saint  Lawrence,  and  into  the  backwoods,  lakes, 
and  rivers  (jfthe  Province  of  Ontario. 

'I'he  IMohicans  now  number  about  thirty  mem- 
bers, chielly  Albanians,  but  including  a  few  in  dis- 
tant cities.  The  name  of  the  clul)  was  appropri- 
ately borrowed  from  the  tribe  of  Indians  who 
formerly  lived  in  the  territory  east  of  Albany,  and 
their  "totem  "  is  the  device  of  the  club  flag,  which 
is  blue  and  white,  with  a  golden  turtle  and  eight 
gold  stars.  The  motto  is  "Invia  nulla  via'" — 
"  No  way  impa.ssable. " 

MILITARY  BANDS  AND  ORCHESTRA. 

Probably  the  first  Albany  band  was  organized  by 
John  Hughes  about  1832.  John  Cook  organized 
a  band  in  1844,  which  for  many  years  was  very 
popular,  not  only  in  Albany,  but  throughout  the 
Slate.  ''  Captain  Johnny,"  as  the  leader  was  called, 
was  a  veteran  of  the  jMexican  War,  and  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  man  to  introduce  the  cornet  as 
a  leading  instrument,  the  key  bugle  being  formerly 
used  by  leaders.  Cook  continued  to  conduct  his 
band  successfully  for  many  years.  Abut  i860  a 
new  organization,  made  up  in  part  from  Cook's 
Band,  was  formed  under  the  leatlership  of  Stephen 
.Schreiber,  known  as  .Schrciber's  .'\lbany  Cornet 
Band.  At  this  time  another  was  formed,  called 
Krank's  Band.  During  the  late  rebellion.  Cook 
raisetl  a  military  company,  and  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  army.  He  died  a  few  years  ago,  and 
was  buried  with  military  honors. 

Krank's  Band  flourished  for  a  while  under  differ- 
ent leadens,  and  was  succeeded  by  Klien's,  which 
is  still  in  existence,  known  as  ]>dmann  and  Klein's 
Band,  and  which  furnishes  both  military  and  or- 
chestra music. 

Schreilier's  Band  for  several  years  did  a  large 
business.     It  disbanded  in  i^!6y. 

The  Tenth  Regiment  Band  was  known  as  the 
Capitol  City  Band  prior  to  1875.  At  the  latter 
date  it  was  mustered  into  the  lolh  Regiment,  N. 
G.,  S.  N.  Y.,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Sulli- 
van, by  whose  numc  if  was  more  gt-neially  known. 
For  several  years  Frederick  Aiisiin  was  leader  I'f 
the  band.  Und.r  both  of  tlx.'^e  leaders  it  Oe- 
came  wll  knowi,  for  the  cxcollence  of  the  music 
furnished.  Its  rermtation  was  maintained  under 
the  leadership  of  L,  Partali,  a  musician  of  acknowl- 
edged ability.  The  present  leader  is  John  L. 
Gartland.  Several  of  the  older  members  of  this 
band  were  formerly  connected  with  Sciueiber's 
Band.     Two  were  members  of  Cook's  Band. 

The  .\lban\-  City  .Militir\'  Huid  :i!id  '  ^ri  lu.stra  is 
of  recent  tnigin.  Joseph  Klein  is  Leacier  and 
Charles  Friedmchte.  Conductor  of  Orchestra.  An- 
other excellent  leader  of  orchestral  music,  who  has 
recentlv  come  to  notice  in  Albany,  is  W.  J.  Holding. 
It  will  be  a  hniiC  time  before  the  eminent  cornctist, 
Austin,  is  forgotten. 
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THE  OLD  DUTCH  CHURCH. 
Built  of  stone  in  1715,  over  a  smaller  one  built  in  1656.    It  Htood  on 
tlie  present  State  street,  on  the  west  side  of  liioaiUvay. 

ADVENTISTS. 

THE  Society  of  the  Seventh-day  Adventists  sent 
missionary  workers  to  Albany  in  tlie  summer 
of  1 884,  who  began  the  work  of  canvassing  and  dis- 
tributing their  publications  in  the  houses  of  the 
people,  in  railmad  stations,  on  steamers,  canal- 
boats,  etc.  A  summary  of  work  done  to  May  i, 
1885,  is  as  follows:  4,239  missionary  visits,  352 
subscriptions  to  periodicals,  5,469  periodicals  dis- 
tributed, and  50,000  copies  of  tracts,  pamphlets, 
etc.,  sold. 

In  April,  1885,  pleasant  rooms  were  secured  at 
205  State  street,  wliirh  were  fitted  uy)  for  reading 
and  lecture-iooius,  and  o])oned  Alay  18,  1805, 
with  Nathaiiiid  S.  Wushbond  as  Resident  Manager. 
These  rooms,  where  choice  religious  works  in  the 
English  and  foreign  languages,  newspapers  of  the 
day,  etc.,  may  be  found,  are  open  from  2  to  q  p.m. 

The  missionarv  operations  of  this  society  are 
conducted  under  lli<;  International  Tract  and  IVIij- 
sionary  Society,  of  which  there  are  branch  otfu  es 
in  each  Slate  Coiil  .^ii.  ik  e. 

BAPTISTS. 

First  Baptist  CurRrti. — Tlie  first  meeting  of 
Baptists  in  the  City  of  Albany  was  held  January  i, 
1810,  when  the  following  men  and  women  met 
and  formed  themselves  into  a  society,  viz. :  Joshua 
A.  Burk,  Salem  Dutcher,  John  Clray,  William  I'en- 


rey,  Charles  Boyington,  Tamer  Page,  Betsey 
Burke,  Catharine  Gordon,  .Alargaret  Jones, 
Elenor  Penrey. 

This  society  voted,  on  the  23d  day  of 
January,  181 1,  to  organize  a  church,  wliich 
they  did,  and  started  with  twenty-one  mem- 
bers. The  ciiurch  thus  formed  met  in  va- 
rious places  until  181 8,  when  they  pur- 
chased and  remodeled  what  was  tlien  known 
as  the  Green  Street  Theatre.  It  was  ded- 
icated and  occupied  by  them  for  the  first 
time  January  i,  1819.  In  the  year  1852, 
the  lot  corner  of  Hudson  avenue  and  Philip 
street  was  purchased,  and  the  present  edi- 
fice was  erected  at  a  cost  of  abcnit  $26,000. 
In  1865  it  was  greatly  improved,  and  will 
seat  about  950.  There  is  a  Sunday-school 
connected  witli  it,  and  the  Madison  Avenue 
Mission  is  under  its  care.  Pastor,  Rev. 
Smith  T.  Ford.    IMembcrship,  4S7. 

The  Pastors  who  have  served  since  its  or- 
ganization are  Francis  W'ayland,  i8ii~i2; 
Isaac   Webb,  1813-17;    joshua  Bradley, 
181 7-1 9;   John  Finley,   18 19-21;  Lewis 
Leonard,  1821-27;  Bartholomew  T.Welch, 
1828-35;  George  B.  Ide,  1835-36;  .\lanson 
L.  Covel,  1836-38;  James  L.  Ilotlge,  1S39- 
42;  James  M.  Coley,  1842-45;  Asa  Bron- 
son,  1845-46;  William  C.  Clapp,  1846-49; 
Reuben  |effrey,  1850-57;  E.  L.  Magoon,  D. D., 
1857-68;"  George  C.   Lorimer,   D.D.,  1868-70; 
James  B.  Hawthorn,  1S70-72;  David  M.  Reeves, 
D.D.,  1872  -79;  Melancthon  C.  Lockwood,  1880- 
82;  Thomas  Kambaut,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  1882-84; 
Smith  'P.  Ford,  1884. 

Tabernaclk  Baptlst  Church. — This  church  is 
the  outgrowth  of  a  mission  held  in  a  building 
on  North  Pearl  street,  by  a  few  of  the  members  of 
the  North  Pearl  street  Baptist  Church,  now  known 
as  Emmanuel,  in  the  year  1856.  Its  rapid  growth 
soon  became  apparent,  and  it  was  resolved  to  form 
a  church.  A.  .society  was  organized  October,  1850, 
and  \\as  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Tal)- 
ernacle  Baytisi.  Church,  November  10,  1859.  In 
1875  th.i  society  pmchr.sed  the  present  site,  and 
erected  thereon  ;^  handsome  church,  wliich  was 
dedicated  Fei)ruary  14,  1877.  The  church  has  a 
membershi[)  of  457,  and  supports  a  Sundav-school 
of  375  scholars. 

Tiie  following  have  served  as  Pastors:  Revs,  jus- 
tin  D.  iMilton,  1859-64;  William  A,  Alden,  1865-67; 
ThomasCn".  rS6S  -n;  Robert  B,  Kc!''M-,  r.-'-i  ■7?: 
Frank  R.  Morse.  1873-78;  Albert  k'ostcr,  iS7(;. 

Emmani'ki.  Baptist  Cuukch. — This  chnrcli  was 
organized  in  1834,  and  until  1S71  was  called  the 
Pearl  street  Bajnist  (71uirch.  Rev.  Bartholomew 
T.  Welch,  1).  I).,  was  the  first  Pastor.  I'or  seven 
years  previous  to  1834,  Rev.  Dr.  Welch  had  been 
Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  this  citv.  In 
that  year,  one  liuntlred  and  twenty  members  were 
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dismissed  from  the  First  Cliurch  to  form  a  new 
society,  and  the  Pastor  went  witli  the  new  col- 
ony. The  first  House  of  Worship,  costing  $46,000, 
was  built  on  North  Pearl  street, on  the  lots  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Perry  Biiilding,  and  was  similar  in 
its  architecture  to  the  building  occupied  by  the  Al- 
bany Female  Academy.  The  present  house  of  wor- 
ship, situated  on  the  north  side  of  Slate  street, 
between  .Swan  and  Dove  streets,  was  erected  in 
1869-70.  It  was  formally  dedicated  and  occupied 
by  the  cliurch  in  February,  1871.  The  beautiful 
tower  on  the  southeast  corner  was  erected  in  the 
summer  of  1883.  It  was  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Eli  Perry 
in  memory  of  her  late  husband,  who  for  many  years 
was  one  of  the  Deacons  of  the  Church  and  Chair- 
man of  its  Board  of  Trustees.  The  church  proper 
is  1 10  feet  deep  and  81  feet  wide,  and  will  seat 
1,400  persons.  The  church  and  chapel  together 
are  157  feet  deep,  the  chapel  being  47  feet  by  iio 
feet.  The  eniire  cost  of  the  property  has  been 
about  $220,000.  The  church  has  been  served  by 
the  following  Pastors:  Revs.  Bartholomew  T.Welch, 
D.D.,  1834  48;  Luther  F.  Beecher,D.  D.,  1849-53; 
William  Hague,  D.D.,  1853-58;  Thomas  R.  How- 
lett,  1859-61;  C.  D.  W.  BrVdgman,  D.D.,  1S62-78; 
T.  Harwood  Pattison,  D.  D.,  1879-81. 

The  jircsenl  Pastor,  Rev.  Henry  M.  King,  D. D., 
assumed  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church  januaiy 
I,  1882. 

Calvary  I^attist  Chukch. — This  church  was  or- 
ganized January  j6,  1S60,  under  the  name  of  the 
Washiiigtou  avenue  ]]aptist  Church  of  Albany,  and 
started  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  William  P. 
Everett.  His  labors  were  attended  with  such  suc- 
cess that  a  more  commodicnis  house  was  necessary, 
and  they  secured  the  church  on  Washington  ave- 
nue erected  for  the  German  Ba[>tists.  February  4, 
1865,  they  })urchased  the  .State  street  Baptist  Church, 
on  the  corner  of  State  and  High  streets, and  changed 
their  name  to  the  present  one.  'Hie  societv  con- 
tinued to  worship  in  this  edifice  until  the  spring  of 
1880,  when,  under  the  successful  work  of  Rev.  John 
Hunipstone,  the  old  building  was  torn  down  to 
give  place  to  the  present  one.  'Phis  church  has  a 
large  and  prosperous  Sunday-school  under  its  care. 
Rev.  James  Wolfenden,  Pastor,  since  June  i,  1883. 
Meml.'ershi[),  73^'>. 

The  following  Pa-tors  ha\-e  served  since  its  r  r- 
ganization:  Revs.  William  P.  f^crett,  i8('ij--')5; 
J.  Spencer  Kcnmrd,  i8')5  -fi6;  S.  \\ .  Foljaml);-, 
1867;  John  Peddle,  1868-71;  John  Love,  Ir., 
1872-75;  Jo.shua  Day,  1876-77;  John  Humpstonc, 
1877-82;  James  Wolfenden,  1883-85. 

Static  Stktkt  Baptist  CiifRcu. — This  church 
was  organized  in  1845, and  a  meeting-house  erected 
same  yc3r,coruer  State  and  High  streets.  Sold  to 
Calvary  ]'.\ptist  Church  in  rJ65. 

Pastors:  Jacob  Knapp,  1 846-47.  lldwin  R. Win- 
ner, 1847-48;  Jabez  S.Swan,  1848-49;  W.W.:\Iooie 
1849-51;  Charles  B.  Post,  1852-  54;  William  Arthur, 
father  of  cx-Prcsident  Chester  A.  Arthur,  1S54-  64  ; 
T.W.Smith,  1 864. 

Wasuinuton  Avk.suk  BAiaisi  Chuki  h. — Build- 
ing,No.  252  \\'ashington  avenue, purchased  in  1859. 


Sold  to  Roman  Catholics  in  1866.  Pastor:  William 
P.Everett,  1860-64. 

Wasui.vgto.v  Stuket  Gkrman  Baptist  C'hikch, 
on  Washington  avenue,  was  dedicated  in  1854. 
Pastors:  A.  Von  Pattkammer,  1 857-6  i ;  iLI'"eliman, 
1864-69;  Wm.  Argow,  1870-75;  Henry  Trumpp, 
1877-80;  John  Jaeger,  1882  to  present  time. 

First  Ai-kican  Baptist  Chukch. — This  was  die 
first  African  Church  formed  in  Albany,  organized 
in  1820  as  the  Albany  African  Church  Association. 
The  church  edifice  was  located  north  side  Hamil- 
ton street,  between  Grand  and  Fulton  streets.  The 
name  First  African  Baptist  Society  was  taken  in 
1826.  Propert}'  sold  to  Roman  Catholics  in  1869. 
Pastors:  Nathaniel  Paul,  1822-30;  Calvin  C.  Will- 
iams, 1 831;  Samuel  Treadwell,  1832-33;  Thomas 
Ritchie,  1834;  Nathaniel  Paul,  1838-39;  Jonas  H. 
'Pownsend,  1843;  John  Kial,i844;  W.  Surrington, 

1846;  William  Garrett,  iS'49;  J.  Atkins,  'S52;  

Hausen,  1855;  L.Black,  1S59;  T.  Doughty  Miller, 
1860-64;  John  D.  Bagwell,  1 869.  Discontinued. 

Sfxond  African  Baptist  Church,  organized  1870, 
Chestnut, near  Dove.  Pastors:  Theodore  D. iMiller, 
1872;  Charles  Charles,  1S73;  Henry  H.  Mitchell, 
1879.     It  is  now  discontinued. 

CATHOLIC. 

St.Mary's  CuiiRCH. — In  the  seventeenth  centur}', 
Albany  was  the  eastern  gate  to  the  Irocpiois 
country.  Here  Catholic  missionaries  sometimes 
halted  to  take  breath  on  their  way  to  the  Mohawk 
villages.  Father  Isaac  Jogues,  the  martyr  of  Caugh- 
nawaga  (now  Fonda)  was  here  more  than  once. 
Here  he  became  acquainted  with  the  good  old 
Dutch  minister.  Dominie  Megajiolensis,  and  found 
in  him  a  true  friend  in  time  of  need.  No  organized 
body  of  Catholics  is  known  to  have  existed  here 
prior  to  October  6,  1 796.  On  that  (la\' a  raeeting 
was  held  at  the  house  of  [anu  s  Robichaux,in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  were  fbi  mally  incorj)orated. 
The  certificate  in  the  Countv  t  'lerk's  office  is  signed 
by  Lewis  Le  Coultcau.x  ami  Davitl  McF.vers, is  wit- 
nessed by  Sebastian  Vi.s.schcr  and  Archibald  Camp- 
bell, and  acknowledged  before  Robert  ^'ates.  'Phc 
first  church  was  built  on  the  same  ground  since 
occupii'd  b)  the  second,  and  by  the  third  or  ])resent 
Sl.Mar\''s.  A  drawing  of  it  ir.iui  tnenior)' was  made 
by  th(^  lafe  I'cl  .-r  ]\[.  Morangc,  Esq.,  and  engravctl 
for  MuiiscUV  Annals  of  Albany.  The  corner-stone 
was  laid  ill  1797  by 'Phonics  Barry,  a  prominent 
merchant  of  tliat  (.lay.  Barry  died  in  [anuary,  1 8 1 3, 
and  was  buried  in  the  old  St.  Mary's  Cemetery  on 
State  strict,  no  v  covered  b\'  the  Park.  His  re- 
mains new  rest  m  the  new  St.  .Agues'  on  the  Troy 
road.  Le  Coultei'ux  was  bom  in  F'-anc '";f  a  noble 
family,  i  'rom  heie  lie  iimvi  d  to  liaifah;,  and  his 
name  is  null  known  tlieie  m  connection  with  a 
revolt  which  sjjrang  up  in  the  congregation  of  St. 
Louis"  Church  in  that  city,  suppressed  with  much 
difficulty  by  Archbishop  Hughes.  Prior  to  the 
erection  of  the  first  St.  Ma.'y's,  divine  service  was 
occasionally  celebrated  at  the  old  Cassidy  home  on 
the  coiner  of  Jilaiden  lane  and  Chapel  street;  and 
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also  in  the  liouse  of  William  Duriy  in  Court  street, 
now  South  Broachvay. 

St.  Mary's  is  older  than  any  otVicr  Catholic  parish  in 
the  State,  with  the  single  cxce]nion  of  St.  Peter's,  in 
Barclay  street,  New  York.  For  many  long  years  it 
was  the  only  place  this  side  of  Detroit  where  an 


emigrant  pushing  westward  from  the  great  city 
could  bend  his  head  before  the  august  sacrifice. 
Tradition  tells  of  many  distinguished  visitors  to  its 
shrine,  among  them  such  men  as  Lafayette  and 
Talleyrand.  The  latter  once  had  his  lodgings 
close  by,  on  the  west  side  of  Chapel  street  and  south 
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ST.  MARY'S.  THE  FIRST  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  IN  ALBANY. 
Erected  by  contributions  of  Catholics  and  Protestants  in  1798,  corner  of  F^ine  and  Chapel  Streets. 


of  Maiden  Lane,  in  a  small,  (juaint  old  building 
recently  standing.  The  tramp  of  Coming's  horses 
is  now  heard  where  the  wily  brain  of  the  great 
diplomatist  brooded  in  silence  over  his  fallen 
fortunes. 

The  entrance  to  the  primitive  St.  Mary's  was  on 
Pine  street.  The  interior  was  about  fifty  fcetsr[uarc. 
The  altar  stood  on  the  easterly  side.  Tlie  sanctu- 
ary was  about  twelve  f(>et  square;  the  altar  plat- 
form three  steps  in  liight.  The  juilpit  was  fixed  to 
the  wall  at  the  northeast  corner,  about  midway  be- 
tween floor  and  ceiling,  and  near  the  sanctuarv, 
from  which  it  was  reached  li)  a  long,  narrow  stair- 
ca.se,  the  lower  steps  of  wiiich  came  within  the  sanc- 
tuary railing.  The  alt.ir  stood  against  tlu:  wall;  was 
of  modest,  but  tasteful  ap-pearance;  and  was  inclosed 
by  two  wooden  columns,  surmounted  bv  an  oval. 
About  1822,  the  same  hand  to  which  wc  are  in- 
debted for  the  exterior  view  of  the  church,  graced 
the  space  over  the  tabernacle,  and  within  this  oval, 
by  a  representation  of  the  three  crosses  on  (^ilvriiy. 
There  was  a  space  of  about  four  feet  in  fn>nt  of  tlic 
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sanctuary;  a  range  > n  | 
width, on  tiie  wc-ti,'il\  siili;,  ,m  ;M'^U•  or  p\'s,ige-wav 
running  north  and  si/uth  Irom  ttie  west  aisle  to  the 
space;  and  an  aisle  at  the  entrance  which  ojicned 
on  Pine  street.  A  gallery  was  reached  bv  a  ^tiirway 
beginning  a  short  distance  west  of  the  cniiance.and 
extended  along  the  soulliern  and  western  walls. 
The  choir  with  its  iittle  (Mgun  occupietl  this  western 
portion  of  the  gallery.   This  organ,  a  giii  from  Mrs. 


RLargaret  Cassidy,  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first 
instrument  of  the  kind  ever  introduced  into  Albany. 
A  larger  one  was  afterwards  placed  in  the  second 
church,  which  still  does  duty  in  the  third, but  so  en- 
larged, remodeled  and  improved, that  for  sweetness 
antl  effcctivi.ness  it  ranks  among  the  best  in  the  city. 

A  piece  of  marble,  discovered  when  excavating 
for  the  jiresent  edifice,  was  und'jubtedl)'  the  inscri]>- 
tion  stone  on  the  first.  The  following  quaint  legend 
was  engraved  upon  it: 

[L  IL  S.] 

[Skull] 
Thomas  Barry,  [ 
Louis  Le  Coultcaiix,  j 

K.  C.  (^uinn,  Ma'^ter  builder. 
A.  n.  1798. 

y\nolher  stone  found  at  the  same  lime  bore  upon 
its  front  the  figures  1797.  JKith  these  stones  have 
been  built  into  the  walls  of  the  present  church, 
and  show  their  legends  slill. 

Among  the  first  clergy  oflkiaiing  in  this  primi- 
tivp  little  btiil'liiv,'"  W'TO  I''''.',  Mc"-';t.  '!"!•"'"'.■"■. 
W'liclan,  O'P.rion  and  l  a  \'a!cntire.  Thcv  .seetn 
to  have  been  only  transient,  and  their  dates  cannot 
be  ascertained.  It  is  known  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
went  from  hereto  Canada.  Rev.  D.  Mahonev  was 
here  from  iSc6  to  1807;  Rev.  James  Buy.s'fic  in 
iSc'S.  He  died  and  was  luiried  Iiero. Rev.  Mr. 
Hurley  from  180S--9;  Rev.  Mr.  ^\'eddin,  1810-11; 
Rev.  Mr.  O  Gorman,  1812-13.   He  died  in  New 
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York  in  1824.  Rev.  Paul  McQuade,  18 13-17; 
Rev.  ]\rr.  Ho^'^an,  i8iy.  He  afterwards  inaug- 
urated the  notable  rebellion'  in  St.  Mary's,  Phila- 
delphia. Rev.  Mr.  Farnham  attended  from  Utica 
in  1820;  Rev.  Michael  Carrc^ll,  1S21-22;  Rev. 
Mr.  Buli^er,  1823.  Went  from  here  to  Utica,  and 
died  in  Is^cw  York  in  1824.  Rev.  Mr.  Erennan, 
1824;  Rev.  Dr.  Savage,  1825-26,  and  returned 
to  Cork,  Ireland.  Rev.  Charles  Smith  had  pre- 
viously been  a  ^Methodist  ^Minister.  He  was  Pastor 
from  1826  to  1S36,  and  had  a  stormy  time  of  it. 
The  Trustees  ruled  the  church,  and  Freemasonry 
ruled  in  the  JJoartl  of  Trustees. 

The  first  Catholic  Sunday-school  was  initiated 
in  1828,  in  the  gallery  of  this  first  church,  on  the 
Pine  street  side.  Its  first  Superintendent  was  I\Ir. 
Peter  M.  IMorange.  Soon  after,  a  day  school  was 
opened  on  the  cast  side  of  Proadway,  a  little  north 
of  Quackenbush  street.  The  young  ladies  of  the 
Sunday-school  conducted  this  also,  teaching  by 
turns,  each  two  days  in  the  week,  until  relieved  by 
Mrs.  James  I*".  Meline,  a  singer  in  St.  Mary's  choir, 
who  took  sole  charge.  Pefore  long  it  was  deemed 
opportune  to  establish  an  orphan  asylum.  Sister 
^Iary  de  Sales  (Miss  Barber,  of  Boston,  a  convert) 
and  Sister  Josephine  were  invited  to  conduct  the 
institution,  and  the  day  school  passed  into  their 
hands. 

That  this  little  church  of  1798  must  have  be- 
come well  crowded  at  last,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  newspapers  of  the  day  refer  to  it  as  far 
too  small  to  contain  the  congregation.  At  a  sale 
January  7,  1S29,  forty-four  pews  brought  $1,475. 

The  demolition  of  the  old  building  began  on 
the  14th  day  of  September,  1829.  The  corner- 
stone of  a  second  church  was  laid  October  13th, 
and  on  the  29th  of  August,  1830,  it  was  opened 
for  divine  service.  In  the  meanwhile  the  congre- 
gation assembled  for  worship  in  the  Lancaster 
School-house  (now  Albany  r\iedical  College).  It 
is  a  singular  fact,  and  one  that  indicates  a  very  ab- 
normal state  of  things,  that  the  corner-stone  of  this 
second  St.  Mary's  was  laid  by  Freemasons  with 
their  peculiar  rites.  In  consequence  of  this,  the 
Pastor,  with  a  minority  of  the  Trustees,  refused  to 
be  present  at  the  cerem()n^■. 

In  prejiaring  the  ground  for  the  new  structure,  it 
was  necessary  to  dig  away  a  great  hill,  and  to  open 
Steuben  street,  above  Chapel.  7'o  push  f>rwaril 
this  work,  meuibers  of  the  congregation  contril.iuteil 
teams  and  persi>nnl  lal*or,  day  after  day,  under  the 
superintendence  of  "\'ankee  White,"  so  called. 
Many  still  remember  this  as  a  busy  and  jovous 
time.  One  ol' the  subscription  lists,  still  i)rescrved, 
shows  the  names  of  the  following  distinguished 
donors:  Stephen  Yan  Rensselaer,  $100;  Charles  'J'. 
Dudley,  $25;  lulward  C.  Delavan,  $25;  Robert 
Dunlop,  $25;  N'ath'ii)  Siinf  ird,  $50;  Ch;ii;'.  cHor 
Jones,  $50;  }ilarun  \';in  iuiren,  S5<\  \\'i!li;im 
Mascraft,  William  Lush,  Samuel  H.  Drake,  jessi; 
Buel,  A.  Van  Veehten.  and  others,  contributed 
smaller  sums. 

The  corner-stone,  besides  various  coins  and 
newspapers  of  the  period,  and  some  coins  also 
which  were  evidently  memorials  rescued  from  the 


ruins  of  the  earlier  building,  contained  a  copper- 
plate with  the  following  inscription: 

.ST.  maky's  church,  alr.wv. 

This  st(me  was  laid  on  Monday,  Ocl'iber  12, 
1829,  by  the  President  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Trustees  and  a  numerous  con- 
course of  citizens. 

John  Cassidy,  President:  Thomas  Geough,  Vice- 
President;  John  Duffan,  Treasurer;  James  Maher, 
Secretary;  Peter  IMorange,  Jolni  Reynolds,  Will- 
iam Hawes,  Patrick  McQuade,  Timothy  Hayes, 
Trustees;  Rev.  Charles  Smith,  Pastor;  Peers, 
Master-builder,  1829. 

The  newspapers  were  not  successful  as  memorials 
of  the  period.  No  metallic  box  inclosed  them. 
They  were  simply  deposited  in  the  hollow  stone, 
and  when  this  was  broken  open,  thirty-eight  years 
later,  their  charred  and  mutilated  remnants  did  not 
afibrd  a  single  entire  paragrajih  which  could  be  de- 
ciphered. 

This  second  building  fronted  on  Chapel  street. 
It  was  entered  by  a  high,  ungainly  flight  of  steps, 
very  inconvenient  at  all  times,  and  in  winter  even 
dangerous.  A  small  door,  also  on  Chapel  street,  at 
the  Pine  street  corner,  gave  admission  to  the  base- 
ment, which  served  as  the  school-room.  A  house 
on  Lodge  street,  adjoining  the  rear  of  the  church, 
first  used  as  an  orjjhan  asylum,  afterwards  became 
the  rectory,  or  pastoral  residence.  In  1847,  when 
the  Diocese  of  Albany  was  set  off  from  that  of  New 
York,  and  Bishoji  McCloskey  assigned  to  its  ad- 
ministration, St.  Mary's  became  his  cathedral,  and 
this  dilapidated  rectory  had  just  respect  enough  for 
the  future  Cardinal  not  to  tumble  down  upon  his 
head.  In  trulh  the  church  itself  was  weakly  built, 
and  lived  out  its  short  term  of  life  very  {)oorly.  Its 
walls  had  to  be  secured  against  falling  out  by  iron 
straps,  and  even  this  security  was  very  unsatisfactory. 
We  cannot  a])[)ly  to  the  master-builder  who  jnit  up 
this  second  St.  Mary's  what  Emerson  says  of  "the 
hand  that  rounded  Peter's  dome,  and  groined  the 
aisles  of  Christian  Rome,"  that  "he  builded  better 
than  he  knew."  This  fellow  must  have  known 
better. 

Its  brief  period  of  service,  however,  was  a  mem- 
(irablc  lime  to  Catholics  of  this  region.  Its  registers 
record  events  ol  deep  interest  to  many  families  in 
Aliiany,  and  'o  rnnny  now  scattered  widely  and  l.i.r 
awa)'.  W'ithia  its  walls  resounded  many  an  elo- 
quent ;>nd  meuioiable  voice.  I\Iany  heai  ts  brought 
their  fears,  joy.s  and  tears  to  its  altar  and  confes- 
sionals. ^Iany  litde  feet,  since  grown  weary  with 
more  didicidt  travel,  stiuggled  up  the  steep  hill- 
sides to  its  schools,  and  gathered  to  its  festivals, 
confirmations,  and  first  communions.  Bishop 
Loughlin  grew  up  to  manhood  within  .sound  of  its 
bell.  Ai,  03  Canal  .-Licet,  ha.d  by,  Gcner.d  TImI 
Sheridan  was  born,  an  1  it  li\ed  to  witness  the  tri- 
umphal welcome  wliii.h  Albany  gave  him  at  the 
close  of  our  Civil  War.  Not  a  few  memorials  of  the 
old  building  still  remain.  Its  altar,  tabernacle, 
-sanctuai}'  railing,  and  stations  of  the  cross  still  do 
duty  in  the  basement  chajiel  of  Uie  present  church. 
Its  bell  is  in  the  lower.     Its  font  is  preserved  in  the 
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sacristy  and  still  used,  though  not  for  baptizing. 
A  fine  hirgc  painting  of  the  "  Descent  from  the 
Cross,"  whicli  served  it  for  an  altar-piece,  still  hangs 
above  the  higli  altar.  It  was  bought,  in  T843,  '^'^  ^ 
sale  of  the  collection  of  a  Mr.  Franquinet,  of  New 
York. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Smith  continued  to  serve  St. 
Mary's  (to  govern  it  then  was  out  of  the  question) 
until  1836.  After  him  succeeded  several  transient, 
or  temporary  cierg:ymen:  the  Revs  J.  Kelly,  G.  Par- 
doe,  J.  D.  Urquhart,  Joseph  Stokes,  and  John  J. 
Curtin.  Rev.  J.  A.  Schueller,  a  very  learned  and 
most  excellent  and  active  priest,  was  Pastor  from 
1837  to  1846.  He  had  a  stormy  time  of  it.  Near 
the  close  of  h.is  term,  and  for  a  brief  while  after- 
wards, the  Rev.  J.  A.  Kyle  and  the  Rev.  Edward 
Putnam  frequently  did  duty.  'J'he  latter  was  a  con- 
vert. Jn  1846,  when  the  Diocese  of  Albany  was 
organized,  Bishop  McCloskey  made  St.  IMary's  his 
cathedral,  and  governed  the  parish  in  person  until 
1853,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Edgar  P.  Wadhams,  af- 
terwards Bishop  of  Ogdensburg,  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Doran. 

In  September,  1866,  the  present  Pastor,  Rev. 
Clarence  A.  Walworth,  was  assigned  to  the  charge 
of  St.  Mary's.  The  parish  was  heavily  incum- 
bered, and  yet  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  build 
another  church.  The  work  was  promptly  begun. 
A  new  incorporation  was  made,  under  Act  of 
March  25,  1863,  changing  its  title  to  that  of  "St. 
Mary's  Church  of  the  City  of  Albany,''  and  all  the 
church  property  passed  over,  by  deed,  to  the  new 
trustees.  The  use  of  Association  Mall,  at  the  foot 
of  State  street,  was  secured  for  Sundays.  The  organ 
was  taken  to  pieces,  and  stowed  away  in  the  Joft  of 
Thomas  Behan's  store,  on  Hudson  street,  below 
Broadway.  By  concession  of  the  city,  the  church 
lot  was  extended  about  twenty  feet  on  the  eastern 
side  to  the  ancient  Chapel  street  line.  A  meeting 
of  the  congregation  was  called,  and  a  generous 
subscription  started,  the  names  of  Thomas  Behan 
and  Thomas  Noonan  heading  the  list  for  $500 
each.  Bishop  Conroy  and  [olin  Tracey  afterwards 
gave  $1,000  each.  A  poor  blind  man,  depending 
on  his  daily  labor  (that  of  flagging  chairs)  for  the 
support  of  a  large  family,  subscribed  $2  5,  and  was 
one  of  the  earliest  to  bring  the  monirv.  l"hc  Hon. 
George  II.  Th.ichcr,  ihen  Mayor  of  the  citv,  al- 
though uusolii  Ued  Sent  $ic>o  (under  injuni~tii:>n  of 
secrecy,  now  violated)  promising  $100  per  annum 
until  the  new  church  should  be  completed.  He 
was  never  reminded  ot  his  promise,  but  the  remit- 
tances came  for  three  successive  years.  After  its 
pews  were  taken  out,  the  venerable  building  was 
made  to  serve  one  more  good  purpose,  that  of  a 
fair,  bequeathing  thus  to  its  successor,  with  a  dying 
blessing,  the  surn  of  $1  i.ooo  net  pn^liis. 

The  cc>rntr-sti)ne  ot  the  present  M,  .Marv  s  was 
laid  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Aui^usi  11,  1867,  witii 
great  ceremony,  by  the  Vicar-Cieneral,  Father  Wad- 
hams.  The  Rev.  Ambrose  O'Neill  preacheil  the 
sermon.  The  contents  of  this  sloiie  are  as  follows: 
the  city  newspapers  of  Saturday,  August  10th;  speci- 
mens of  . American  coinage,  obtained  from  the  U.  S. 
Mint  at  Philadelphia,  from  a  silver  dollar  to  a  three> 
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cent  piece;  a  half-dime,  previously  deposited  under 
the  second  church  by  John  McCardle,  and  a  fifty- 
cent  piece  of  i  S67,  stamped  with  his  name;  a  list 
of  all  who  at  this  ceremony  contributed  to  the 
amount  of  $1;  a  plan  of  the  interior  of  the  old 
building;  an  original  subscription  book  of  1829. 
All  these  articles  were  put  into  a  leaden  bux,  seven 
inches  deep  and  one  foot  square,  securely  soldered, 

I  and  for  further  security,  the  more  perishable  articles 
were  wrapped  in  tin-foil.  The  box  contained  also 
a  copper-plate,  bearing  the  following  legend: 

"Prima  hie,  eodemq.  in  situ,  ecclesia  fuit  a.  d. 
1797;  secunda  vero  (qua;  olim  Aedcs  Cathedralis) 
A.  D.  1829.  llunc  Tertia;,  cura  Rev.  Clarencii  \\  al- 
worth  parochi  constructce,  lapidem  primarium  pos- 
uit  Adm.  R.  Edgar  Wadhams,  Vic.  Gen.  R.  R. 
Dno.  Joanne  Conroy,  sedem  tenente,  Anno  xxii. 
Pii  ix  Summi  Punt.  Nostri,  Andrea  Johnson  Pra?- 
side,  Reuhkn  Ficnton  Gubernatore,  et  Georgio 
Thacher  uibis  Prxfecto. 

"  Pra'cip  Fautores:  RR.  joan.  |os.  Conroy,  J<^an- 
nes  Tracey,  sen.,  Thos.  Behan,  Thos.  Noonan. 

"Nichols  k  Brown,  Arch.;  Rob'tus  Aspinall  et 
Soc.  Fab.  Mur;  Joan.  Parker,  Fab.  Lign.'' 

At  the  top  of  the  plate,  and  running  partly  around 
it,  are  the  words,  "Ad  honorem  Dei  Omnip.  sub 
Patrocinio  B.  Virginis  Mariie,"  and  at  the  bottom 
of  the  plate,  "  Die  xi  Aug.  a.d.  .mdccclxvii.  " 

The  edifice  thus  commenced  was  so  far  com- 
pleted by  February  16,  1868,  that  its  basement 
could  be  used  for  religious  services.  On  Sunday, 
March  14,  1869,  it  was  solemnly  dedicated  at  high 
mass  by  Bishop  Conroy,  the  Vicar-General,  l'"aLh(,'r 
Wadhams  officiating  as  celebrant.  The  large  altar- 
stone  was  consecrated  in  silti  at  that  time,  and  car- 
ries thcreforg^the  privileges  of  a  fixed  altar.  The 
new  font  was  blessed  in  December  that  same  year. 
The  solid  marble  altar  in  the  Lady  Chapel,  a  dona- 
tion of  Dr.  F.  B.  O'Callnglian,  the  historian,  was 
dedicated  by  Bishop  Wadhams  on  Saturday,  July  2, 
1870,  and  is  a  privileged  altar.  In  Feljruary,  1871, 
the  beautiful  stations  of  the  cross,  from  Munich, 
were  erected  by  the  Bishop  of  Albany.  The  two 
confessionals  nearest  the  altar  date  from  a  later  jie- 
riod  of  the  same  year. 

St.  Mary's  parish  originally  incUided  all  that  pait 
of  the  Diocese  of  All>any  Avhicli  lies  in  the  vallcvs 
of  the  Huch'in  and  the  Mohawk.  Schenectady, 
l''tica,  and  Athens  were  among  its  stations,  and  1!; 

I  archives  show  residents  of  the  lirst  two  elected  into 
its  Board  of  Trustee^.  .\t  present  it  is  only  one  of 
Albany's  twelve  parishes.  St.  John's  Church,  on 
South  Ferry  street,  was  purchased  irom  the  Episco- 
palians in  1S39,  and  all  the  S(juthern  part  of  Albany 
was  allotted  to  this  new  parish.   In  1843,  that  sec- 

'  tion  of  the  city  which  lies  north  of  the  center  of 

!  Clinton  avpini''  was  mcd  inl'>  a  lliird  va.ri-!i.  that 
of  St.  Joseph,  and  a  new  church  built  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  North  I'earl  and  J.umber  streets. 
Next  followed  the  formatie)n  of  a  parish  for  the  new 
cathedral,  built,  in  1852,  on  hagle  street,  which  left 
the  jurisdiction  of  St.  Mary's  limited  on  the  sonth 
by  Beaver  and  Lancaster  streets;  and  finally,  in 
185S,  by  the  birth  of  St.  Patrick's,  on  Central  ave- 
nue, the  old  molher-church  was  shorn  of  all  her 
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territory  west  of  Knox  street.  Since  then  llie  bound- 
aries of  St.  I\Iary's  have  remained  unchanged. 

CaTIIKDKAL  of  the   ImMAc'uI.AIE    CONCEiniON. — 

The  Cathedral  of  the  Immaculate  C'oncef)lion, 
Albany,  is  a  superb  structure,  built  of  brown  sand- 
stone in  that  style  of  architecture  known  as  the 
Pointed  or  Gothic.  Its  form  is  that  of  a  Roman 
cross.  The  exterior  produces  the  impression  of 
great  beauty  and  majesty,  the  interior  that  of  deep 
solemnity  and  devout  reverence.  Among  cathe- 
drals in  the  United  States  it  takes  high  rank.  All 
its  interior  decorations  are  characterized  by  simplic- 
ity, richness  and  sobriety,  as  befitting  a  cathedral. 
The  walls  and  ceiling  arc  blocked  and  finished  in 
imitation  of  freestone.  Pillars,  capitals;,  ribs  and 
bosses  re])resent  the  same  material.  The  prevail- 
ing somberness  of  the  interior  is  relieved  by  the 
strong,  rich  tints  of  the  stained  glass  windows, 
especially  those  in  the  north  and  south  transepts, 
and  over  the  high  altar;  by  the  burnished  brass  of 
the  high  altar;  the  white  and  gold  of  the  four  side 
altars;  the  polished  brass  gas  standards  and  brilliant 
tints  of  the  sanctuary  mural  decorations.  The 
princijial  altar  was  made  in  Paris  of  burnished 
bra  s,  elaborately  wrought,  and  the  other  allais  of 
Caen  stone. 

Since  1883,  the  church  has  been  adorned  with  a 
magniticent  set  of  stations  of  the  cross,  painted  by 
that  painstaking  artist,  A.  Ertle,  of  New  York  City, 
wliose  work  is  emphasized  by  much  originality  and 
strength  of  treatment. 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  July  2,  184S,  by 
Archbishop  IJuglics,  of  New  York,  assisted  by 
Pishop,  now  Cardinal,  McC^loskey,  of  New  York, 
the  first  Pisliop  of  Albany,  and  other  distinguished 
prelates.  Its  construction  occupied  more  than  lour 
yeais.  'I'he  dedication  service  was  held  Novem- 
ber 21,  1S52,  by  the  same  dignitaries  who  ofliciated 
at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone.  Its  total  cost  was 
about  $150,000.  The  architect  was  Patrick  C. 
Keely,  of  Brooklyn.  In  18S2,  the  cathedral  was 
restored,  at  considerable  cost,  under  the  supervision 
of  A.  ErUe,  of  New  York,  and  a  rededicatoiy  ser- 
vice solemnized  by  Right  Rev.  Francis  McNeirny, 
Bishop  of  Albany,  on  October  8th  of  the  same 
year.  Right  Rev.  E.  P.  Wadhams,  Bisho])  of  Og- 
densbuig,  die  first  rector,  was  the  preacher  on  this 
occasion. 

Exkriitr  dii)it'nsii>iis. — Tlio  cathedral  has  a  fi'mt- 
age  of  95  feet  on  Eagle  street,  and  a  de])ih  of  19^ 
feet  on  IMadi.son  avenue.  i'Vora  water-table  to 
apex  of  roof  is  70  feet,  and  to  toj)  of  finished  stone 
spire  210  feet.  The  twin  spire,  when  completed, 
will  be  of  same  hight. 

Interior  dinhnxioiis. — Nave,  125  feel;  transept, 
96  feet;  sanctuary,  35  feet  square;  hight  of  nave 
about  60  feet.  Seating  cajiacity,  2,500.  Partitiilar 
attention  vvas  given  to  the  acoustic  laLilitx-.  oi  the 
edifice,  and  the  result  is  very  sali^l'aclor)  lor  [luljiiL 
utterances  and  choral  etfects. 

First  Bisho|)  :  Mis  iuninence  Cardinal  John 
McCloskey,  D.I).,  consccr;ited  March  10,  i>'^44; 
transferred  to  Albany  iM ay  21,  1 84  7;  promoted  to 
New  York  Mav  6,  J864  ;  created  Cardinal,  IMareii 
15,  1875. 


Second  Bishop  :  Right  Rev.  John  J.  Conroy, 
D. D.,  consecrated  October  15,  i8''i5;  resigned  Oc- 
tober 16,  1877.  Present  Bi.shoj):  Right  Rev.  Francis 
McNeirny,  DD. ;  consecrated  April  21,  1872,  and 
appointetl  Bishop  of  Albany  by  right  of  succession, 
October  16,  1877.  First  Rector :  Right  Rev.  E.  P. 
Wadhams,  D.D. ;  appointed  Rector,  1852;  conse- 
crated Bishop  of  Ogdensburg,  May  5,  1872.  Second 
Rector:  Very  Rev.  P.  A.  Ludden,\'.  (j. ;  ajipoinled 
1872,  and  transferred  to  St.  Peter's  Church,  Troy, 
in  1S80.  Present  Rector:  Rev.  John  Walsh:  trans- 
ferred from  St.  fohn's  Church,  Albany,  February 
25,  18S2;  installed  rector  of  cathedral,  l'"ebruary 
27,  1SS2. 

St.  John's  Chlrch,  Albany,  was  founded  in  the 
year  1837.  The  hrst  Pastor  was  Rev.  J.  Kelly, 
and  the  first  place  of  worship  was  at  the  corner  of 
Herkimer  and  Franklin  streets.  On  luly  i,  1839, 
the  present  edifice,  corner  of  South  Fc  rry  and  Dal- 
iius,  was  purchased  fiom  the  Rector,  Wardens 
and  Vestrymen  of  St.  Paul's  Church  by  the  Trus- 
tees of  St.  John's  Church,  and  thenceforth  used  as 
a  temple  of  Roman  Catholic  worsliip.  Rev.  Father 
Kelly  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  IMcDonough,  in 
1 84  I,  as  Pastor.  He  was  a  man  of  resolute  pur- 
pose, ami  an  indef^itigable  worker  in  the  cause  of 
Christianity.  Many  of  the  oldest  residents  down 
town  distinctly  remember  him  and  bless  his  mem- 
ory. In  1847,  the  Rev.  Patrick  McCloskey  came 
from  Scliencctady  to  Albany  and  assumed  charge 
of  St.  John's,  and  remained  fourteen  years.  1 1  is 
mission  in  those  earl}'  da}s  embraceil  all  the  lower 
portion  of  Albany,  Grccnbush,  and  far  out  into  the 
country  on  every  side.  He  died  in  1861,  univer- 
sally mourned.  His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Cor- 
nelius Fitzfialrick,  who  for  several  years  ministered 
faithfully  to  his  peo[)le.  In  1867,  Rev.  V..  Bayard 
was  transferred  from  St.  John's  Church,  in  Green- 
bush,  to  St.  John's  Cliurch  in  Albany,  and  Rev. 
Cornelius  Fitzpalrick  replaccil  him  in  Greenbush. 

Needing  rest  from  the  onerous  duties  of  an  exten- 
sive mission,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  of  Albany  Diocese 
Ifjcated  him  in  Fort  ICdward,  where  he  is  the  present 
Pastor.  Rev.  E.  Bayard  remained  Pastor  of  St. 
John's  for  several  years.  He  was  a  man  well  known 
for  his  amiable  piety  and  charitable  disposition. 
He  died  a  few  years  since  while  Pastor  of  Bald- 
winsvillc,  N,  Y.     \\\  1073  liie  Rev.   lohii  Walsh 

1  became  Pastor  of  St.  Joli'i">,  which  piace  lie  re- 
tained until  iSiSz,  V.  hen  he  was  made  Rcct<)r  of 
the  Cathedral  of  the  Immacidate  Conception  in  Al- 
liany.  i'ather  Walsh  is  remarkable  as  an  orator  of 
splendid  powers  ami  a  devoted  priest.  In  1882 
the  Rev.  James  M.  I.udden  came  Iroin  St.  John's 
Church,  Utica,  where  he  w.is  Pastor,  and  became 
Pastor  of  St.  John's,  a  position  which  he  most  hon- 
orably and  successfully  tills  to  the  entire  satisfaction 

I  ol  his  huge  and  inlliK'iUia!  cuiigrcgatioti. 

There  ha\e  been  !iiaii\  .\,-»sibi.ant  Piiests  in  St. 
John's  Church.  Atnoiig  olliers  are  recalled  the 
names  of  Rev.  William  i".  Siieeiian,  now  Pastor  of 
St.  Patrick's  Church.,  W  e^t  Troy;  Rev.  Father 
Hender.son,  Rev.  M.  f.  Griifiili,  of  Valatie.  N.  'S  . ; 
Rev.  William  Nyhan,  of  Bra/ier  Falls,  N.  \.  \  Rev. 
Thomas  Walsh,  now^  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and 
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Vicar-Gcneral  of  the  Diocese  of  Ogdcnsburg;  Rev. 
Thomas  P.  Walsh,  of  Coxsackie,  N.  Y. ;  Rev. 
William  A.  Ryan,  of  Camillus,' N.  Y. ;  Rev.  John 
H.  iMcGraw,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y. ;  Rev.  Father 
l^iitler,  of  Fort 'I'iconderoga,  N.  Y. ;  Rev.  William 
F'iiineran,  of  Catskill,  N.  Y. ;  Rev.  James  J.  Iven- 
ehan,  of  Marathon,  N.  Y. ;  Rev.  J.  J.  Kell  v,  of 
Raltimore,  Md.  The  Assistant  Clergymen  in  18S5 
are  Rev.  James  II.  Halpin  and  Rev.  Matthew  K. 
Merns. 

There  is  a  peculiar  charm  about  old  St.  John's 
Church  which  highly  endears  it  ti.)  even  tliousands  of 
Albany's  Catholic  families  who  arc  not  of  its  present 
parishioners.  It  has  been  the  old  landmark  of 
Catholicity  in  Southern  Albany,  and  the  ivy  that 
creeps  over  its  old,  but  substantial,  walls  carries  the 
minds  of  all  back  half  a  century. 

St.  Joseph's  Ciu^rch. — In  the  year  1842  there 
were  but  two  Catholic  churches  in  yMbany,  St. 
Mary's,  on  Lodge  street,  and  St.  John's,  on  Dallius 
street. 

The  Catholics  in  tlie  noithern  [)art  of  the  city 
had  already  greatly  increased  in  numbers,  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  provide  more  ample  churcli 
accommodation  for  them. 

A  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
erection  of  a  new  church  was  called  in  the  early 
part  of  die  summer  of  1842. 

Father  Schneller,  the  Pastor  of  St.  Mary's,  pre- 
sided. At  diis  meeting  it  was  resolved  to  purchase 
a  site  for  a  new  church,  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
North  Pearl  and  Lumber  streets. 

The  lot  was  accordingly  secured,  and  the  corner- 
stone of  the  first  St.  Joseph's  Church  was  laid  on 
the  afternoon  of  July  25,  1842. 

The  work  was  pushed  forward  rapidly,  and  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  $28,000,  and  dedicated  May  7, 
1843,  by  Right  Rev.  John  Hughes. 

Father  Schneller  retained  the  charge  of  the  newly- 
formed  congregation,  and  Father  Newell,  Father 
Havermans,  of  Troy,  and  Father  Hogan,  attended 
to  their  spiritual  wants  for  several  months. 

The  Rev.  John  J.  C'onroy,  then  a  young  priest, 
but  very  lately  ordained,  was  appointed  the  first 
regular  Pastor,  and  was  installed  in  the  pastoral 
charge  by  Bishop  Hughes,  March  25,  1844. 

The  parish  made  ra]-iid  progress  under  his  zeal- 
ous administration,  ilo  elected  the  building  on 
North  Pearl  street,  kirnvn  as  tlie  (iirls'  (trphin 
Asylum,  established  sclio'ils  fc^r  both  b(,vs  and 
girls,  and  erected  a  handsome  parochial  resilience 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  North  I'earl  and  Lum- 
ber streets. 

The  congregation  increased  steadily  during  the 
next  ten  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  the 
church  edifice  becoming  inadequate  fjrthe  Catholic 
population  of  the  parish,  the  Pastdr  rc,sr.lvr>d  to 
build  a  new  chuicli  of  mne  .implc  propi  >!  li;  .n.^. 
and  of  more  artistic  and  elaixnate  cle:-ii.L;n.  Widi 
this  intendon,  the  large  jiiot  of  ground  luuinded 
by  Ten  Broeck,  Second,  anti  First  streets,  was  pur- 
chased for  the  sum  of  $45,och>. 

The  plans  of  the  churcli  were  drawn  bv  Patrick 
Keeley,  the  celebrated  architect,  who  hatl  built  ilic 
Cathedral  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  of  this 


city,  and  many  of  the  more  elaborate  churches 
throughout  the  country. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  new  church  in  the 
fall  of  1855.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  by  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  McCloskey,  June  i,  1856.  J5esides 
the  Pastor,  sixteen  other  jiriests  were  [iresent  on 
this  occasion.  The  ceremony  was  witnessed  by  over 
1 2,000  people. 

The  church  was  completed  in  i860. 

'Phis  edifice,  which  has  justly  been  consid- 
ered one  of  the  most  beautiful  churches  m  the 
country,  is  of  medlLeval  architecture. 

It  is  212  feet  in  length  b\-  116  feet  in  width,  and 
is  built  of  blue  limestone,  trimmed  witli  French 
Caen  stone.  There  are  fourteen  marble  columns,  of 
which  ten  are  monoliths.  The  three  altars  are 
likewise  of  marble,  and  are  in  themselves  beautiful 
works  of  art. 

Its  stained-glass  windows  illustrate  nearl}- all  the 
principal  events  in  the  life  of  the  Redeemer. 

The  stations  of  the  cross,  which  attract  univer- 
sal attention,  were  imported  from  Munich.  The 
roof  of  the  church  is  that  style  which  is  known  as 
the  open  roof,  and  is  carved  and  adorned  in  the 
most  elaborate  manner.  The  total  cost  of  the 
structure  is  estimated  at  #250,000. 

The  organ,  which  was  built  by  Wilcox  &  ."Sim- 
mons, of  Boston,  was,  when  placed  in  the  church, 
the  second  largest  in  the  United  States.  It  is  an 
instrument  of  rare  pmver  and  sweetness  of  tone. 
Mile.  luiima  La  Jeunos'^e  (now  Mme.  Albani)  was 
organist  and  head  so[)rano  in  this  church  for  several 
years. 

The  church  has  three  towers — one  in  front,  not 
yet  fully  completed,  and  two  in  the  roar. 

During  the  building  uf  this  church  an  accident 
occurred,  in  which  a  carpenter  named  Murphy  was 
killed,  and  his  brother  and  several  others  were 
seriously  injured. 

Before  the  pews  were  placed  in  the  edifice,  a 
great  fair  was  held,  in  which  the  other  churches  of 
the  city  took  part,  and  at  which  a  large  amount 
was  realized. 

'I'he  building  was  completed  in  the  spring  of 
i8fio,  and  dedicated  j\Iav  13,  i860.  Tlie  cere- 
mony of  blessing  the  new  edifice  was  performed 
by  Bishoi)  ?>IcCloskey.  Bish.ip  Fitzpatrick,  of 
Ikiston,  celebrated  the  P''>ntifiral  High  Mass,  and 
the  '--ermcn  i'-a-:  delivercl  b.y  ,Vrclibislirip  Hughes. 
There  were  presont  at  the  cercmnnv  all  the  P)isln'i)S 
of  the  Province,  and  also  BkdidiJ  Mullock,  of  Xew- 
fountlland.  Pontifical  Vespers  were  cclebrateil  in 
the  evening,  and  a  discourse  was  delivered  by 
Bishop  Timon,  of  Buffalo. 

The  Caen  stone  used  in  the  trimmings  of  the 
church  suffered  greatly  from  the  inclemencv  of  the 
weather,  and  in  1866  tlie\  h;id  so  crii'rMrd  '!::^,t  it 

j  was  necessaiy  to  remo\-e  a  l;u"g'-  poi;i,>M  of  iIkmi'^ 

i  and  ti>  substitute,  in  their  place,  at  a  great  cost, 

!  Ohio  sandstone, 

The  churcti  was  also  struck  twice  bv  lightning, 

j  and  the  two  rear  towers  and  the  organ  were  con- 

j  sideraMy  damaged. 

j  In  1865,  the  iloly  See  appointed  the  V.  R.  J.  J. 
\  Conroy,  successor,  as  Bishop  of  Albany,  to  Rt. 
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History  of  the  covmr  of  albaa^k 


Rev.  John  McCloskey,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
the  Archiepiscopal  See  of  New  York,  made  vacant 
by  tlie  death  of  Archbishop  Hu.i^lics. 

Father  Conroy  was  installed  asthesccond  Bishop 
of  Albany,  October  15,  1S65. 

After  his  elevation  to  the  l^piscojKicy,  Bishop 
Conroy  retained  the  title  of  Pastor  of  St.  juseph's.and 
held  it  until  he  resigned  the  administration  of  the 
diocese  in  1874. 

About  this  time,  St.  Joseph's  old  churLh,  which 
had  been,  since  die  dedication  of  the  new  church, 
u.sed  for  a  boys'  school,  was  sold  to  tlie  Albany- 
Steam  Bakery  Company,  and  the  proceeds  paid  ofT 
the  debt  of  the  new  edifice.  The  pastoral  residence 
had  already  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  used  for 
the  same  purpose. 

In  1871,  a  large  and  commodious  school-house 
for  boys,  with  all  modern  imi)rovcmcnts,  was  erected 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  North  Pearl  and  Colonie 
streets,  at  a  cost,  mcludmg  ground,  building  and 
furniture,  of  $46,000. 

The  School  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Christian 
Brothers. 

There  are  eight  teachers  and  a  daily  attendance 
of  between  five  and  six  hundred  boys.  The  tuition 
is  entirely  gratuitous. 

There  is  also  a  nourishing  day  scho<:)l  for  girls 
taught  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  with  a  daih- attend- 
ance of  four  hundred  pupils. 

There  is  likewise  an  Industrial  School  under 
the  care  of  the  Sisters,  in  which  girls  are  tauglit  to 
sew  and  dress- make.  There  aie  ten  teachers  in  the 
school. 

The  church  was  incorporated  in  1878. 

St.  Joseph's  Parisli  was  twice  divided,  at  tlie  re- 
quest of  Father  T.  M.  A.  Burke,  the  jiresent  Pastor. 

All  that  portion  north  of  Pleasant  street  was 
formed  into  the  Parish  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  North 
Albany,  antl  tliat  j-.ortion  we^.t  of  Knox  street  was 
ceded  to  St.  Patrick's  Parish. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  around  the 
church,  the  grounds  have  been  beautified,  arrd 
$33,500  of  the  indebtedness  has  been  paid. 

The  schools — both  boys  and  girls — are  in  a 
flourishing  condition, and  the  congregation  is  wide- 
ly known  for  its  generosity,  culture  and  piet\-. 

Church  ov  thk  Holy  Cko.ss;  (German),  corner 
of  Hamilton  and  Pliilip  streets. — The  founda- 
tions ol  this  churrh  were  begun  in  1849, 
corner-stone  was  laiil  May  i;'.,  1S50.  It  was  finished 
and  consecrated  in  1S52,  Faiher  Noethen,  Pastor, 
who  remained  till  187S,  when  he  was  succeeded  bv 
the  present  Pastor,  Father  Oitenhaus.  The  present 
congregation  of  this  church  is  comparatively  snrall, 
but  it  has  had  the  unusual  honor  and  usefulness  of 
being  the  parent  of  tlire'e  prosperous  neighboring 
churclies,  whose  founders  went  out  successively 
from  its  midst,  the  muthor-chureh  ofi^n  being  so 
full  there  was  hardly  standing  room;  viz.,  Our 
Lady  of  Angels,  in  1868;  Church  of  the  A.-sumption, 
in  1869;  and  Our  I.adv  Help  of  Christians,  in 
18S0. 

St.  x\n.\'s  Church,  northeast  corner  Fourth  ave- 
nue and  Franklin  street.  Rev.  Edward  A,  Terry, 
LL.D.,  Pastor. 


The  corner-stone  of  St.  Ann's  Church  bears  the 
date  1S67. 

It  was  laid  in  the  summer  of  that  year  by  Right 
Rev.  John  J.  Conroy,  then  Bishop  of  Albany.  The 
edifice  was  dedicated  December  20,  1868.  'I'lie 
parish  was  formed  in  1866,  and  comprised  por- 
tions to  the  south  of  the  cathedral  parish  and  that 
of  St.  John's.  The  first  Pastor  was  Kev.  Thos. 
Doran,  who  had  previously  been  in  charge  of  St. 
]Mary's,  Chapel  street. 

The  church  and  parsonage  were  built  on  prop- 
erty donated  to  the  congregation  by  John  Tracey, 
Esq.,  who  became  one  of  the  first  trustees.  His 
associates  were  'Phomas  Kearnan,  John  Carmody 
and  James  Coyle. 

7'he  present  Pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Terry,  assumed 
charge 'Puesday,  September  22,  1880.  His  prede- 
cessor died  Juiy  4tli  of  the  same  year.  Dr.  'J'erry 
was  transferred  from  the  curacy  of  St.  John's  Church, 
Utica,  where  he  had  officiated  for  five  years.  He 
had  formerly  been  Professor  of  Dogmatic  Theology 
and  Scripture  in  INIount  St.  INIary's  College,  Em- 
mettsburg,  Md.,  and  he  was  atliliated  to  the  diocese 
of  Albany  by  Right  Rev.  Bishop  McNeirny. 

The  Jiresent  congregation  of  St.  Ann's  numbers 
about  twentv-five  hundred.  It  is  in  a  most  flour- 
ishing condition ,  its  funded  debt  having  been  re- 
duced from  ,5x8,000  to  SI  I, coo. 

The  Pastor's  work  proper  is  very  much  aided  by 
the  many  societies  into  which  he  has  formed  the 
members,  old  and  young.  'Phere  are  no  less  than 
ten  of  these  associations,  none  of  them  numbering 
less  than  one  hundred  members.  Chief  among  these 
societies  are  the  Sunday-school  Union,  the  St.Vin- 
cent  de  Paul  Society,  and  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

The  present  roll  of  the  Sunday-school  shows  a 
maximum  of  650  names,  and  an  a\erage  attend- 
ance of  more  than  600.  'Phe  Pastor  invariably  pre- 
sides during  the  hours  of  Sunday-school. 

The  choir  of  the  church  is  one  of  its  attractive 
features.  It  comprises  a  double  quartette  and  a 
chorus  of  sixty-live  voices.  i\]  r.  Charles  Kresser  is 
Organist, and  Mr.  john  Klein,  Director. 

St.  Patrick's  Church,  Central  avenue,  corner 
of  Perry  street,  was  consecrated  August  30,  1868. 
Priests:  A.  McGeough,  18^9-64;  P'elix  McGinn, 
1865-71;  P.  ].  Smith,  1S74  to  present  time. 

Our  LAn\  ur  Anuels  C'huk(  h  (German),  Central 
avenue,  coinei  ('f  Robm  slrecr,  v/as  erected  in  ]86H. 
i'riesls:  Francis  Neubaner,  1869-77;  Pius  Kottcrer, 
1878-79;  IMaurice  Bierl,  iy8o  83;  Cixisar  Cucchia- 
rini,  1883  to  presei.t  time. 

Church  ok  the  Assumi'tio.v  was  purchased  by 
the  French  Catholics  from  the  First  African  Baptist 
.Soci(;ty,  and  dedicated  in  1869.  Priests:  M.  La 
Porte,  1870-72;  Diigas,  1873;  C.  M.  Lesage, 
1874-76;  1'.  O.  Renaud,  187-:  Joseph  Biouillet, 
x^?78-8i;  C  lovis  Iherbault.  1082-83:  G.  Hulber- 
(kuill,  1883  to  presciit  time. 

Oi'K  Lady  Hkli*  of  Chkistians. — l"he  congrega- 
tion, Our  Lady  Help  of  Christians,  is  the  out- 
growdi  of  Holy  Cross  Church.  It  was  begun  and 
established  in  the  year  1873  ^'"^  ^f-'^'.  'i'heodore 
Ne)ethen,  Vicar-(]eneral  for  the  Germans  in  the 
diocese  of  Albany. 
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kElJGIOUS  INSTITUTIONS. 


It  was  regarded  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  fruin 
the  fact  that  the  church  eihfice  of  Holy  Cross  had 
gradually  become  too  small  for  rapidly  increasing 
congregation.  One  roof  could  no  longer  give 
satisfactory  shelter  to  all. 

In  April,  1873,  purchase  was  made  of  the  prop- 
erty on  Second  avenue.  A  frame  building  fuund 
standing  upon  the  site  was  at  once  trans- 
formed into  a  temporary  chapel.  In  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  this  chaj)el  was  dedicated  by  the  Very 
Rev.  'rheodore  Noethen.  Services  were  hekl  every 
Sunday  at  8.30  a.m.,  Very  Rev.  Theodore  Noethen 
and  his  assistant,  Rev.  Stephen  A.  Preisser,  alter- 
nating. 

There  v/as  also  a  school  connected  with  the 
chapel,  John  Hess  acting  in  the  capacity  of  teacher. 

In  June,  1874,  the  chajiel  was  separated  from  its 
connection  with  Holy  Cross  Cfiurch,  and  Rev. 
Ste])hen  A.  Preisser  placed  in  charge  of  the  newly- 
created  congregation  as  its  first  Pastor.  The 
old  structure  was  at  once  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  an  extension  in  the  rear  and  to  the  side.  In 
August  of  the  same  year,  other  property  was  ac- 
quired on  Krank  street,  and  a  commodious  school- 
house  erected  on  the  grounds. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  present  church  was  laid 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1880,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Francis 
McNeirn}',  liishop  of  All.iany,  assisted  by  a  number 
of  priests  from  the  city  and  other  parts  of  the  diocese. 

The  church  was  completed,  dedicated  and  opened 
for  service  on  the  2Sih  of  August,  1881,  Right 
Rev.  Francis  IMcNeirny,  Bishop  of  Albany,  per- 
forming the  ceremonies,  and  Revs.  RI.  J.  Decker 
of  P'.rie,  Pa.,  and  John  Walsh,  of  Albany,  occupy- 
ing the  pulpit  respective!}-, the  first  in  the  morning, 
and  the  latter  in  the  evening. 

In  1882,  the  Sisters  of  St.  ]"rancis,  from  St.  An- 
thony's Convent,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ,  were  invited  by 
the  Rev.  Stephen  A.  Preisser  to  take  charge  of  the 
school,  and  have  since  then  labored  laithfully, 
worked  earnestly,  and  accomplished  much  in  the 
furtherance  ami  promotion  of  education  and  man- 
ners, religion  and  learning,  among  the  little  ones 
under  their  supervision.  In  March,  1883,  Rev. 
Stephen  A.  Preisser,  after  over  nine  years  of  labor, 
was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Oswego.  N.  Y.,  and  Rev.  Henry  C'luver, 
from  St.  Joseph's  Church,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  was 
appointed  lo  fill  tfie  vacancy  at  Oin-  Ladv  Help  of 
Christians,  at  Albany. 

The  Parish  of  the  Sacrku  Hkart  of  Jesus  was 
established  on  August  5,  1SS4,  by  the  Right  Rev.  F. 
McNeirn)-,  liisho)!  of  Albany. 

The  limits  of  the  pari.sh  are  Hart's  Road  on  the 
north,  Pleasant  street  on  the  south.  City  Line  on 
the  east,  and  Loudonville  on  the  West.  Tlie  Bish- 
op appointed  Rev.  Francis  }.  M.iguire  to  be  first 
Pastor  of  this  parish.  Wicii  a  (.'aUKjlic  population 
of  nearly  eighteen  hundred  souls,  the  Pasteur  began  j 
his  labors  at  once.  A  parcel  of  land  situate  on 
Nortlr  Pearl  street,  and  comprising  si.xteen  building 
lots,  had  been  securetl  at  a  lost  of  nearlv  seven 
thousand  dollars.  The  debt  thus  incurretl  ivas  the 
only  financial  possession  of  the  new  parish  when 
Father  Maguire  a.ssumed  the  pastorate.  Unlike 


S(.>me  large  underlal;ings,  the  work  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  Paiish  was  from  the  beginning  marked  by  a 
cautiousness  and  prudence  which  have  resulted  in  a 
success  which  has  surpassed  expectation.  Instead 
of  launching  into  a  scheme  entailing  elaborate 
buildings  and  a  grand  church  debt,  a  temporary 
cha|)el  was  at  once  erected  on  Frie  street.  Here,  at  a 
cost  of  about  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  accommo- 
dations for  the  congregation  were  secured. 

So  rapid  was  the  growth  of  the  parish,  that  the 
securing  of  more  church  xoom  soon  became  an 
imperative  necessity.  It  was  then  thought  best  to 
proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  parish  church. 
'Phere  was  no  prospect  of  bringing  a  work  of  such 
magnitude  to  completion  in  the  near  future,  but  it 
was  decided  to  make  a  beginning. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  erection  of  tlie  pres- 
ent church  July  31,  1876.  The  basement,  which 
afforded  ample  room  for  all  congregational  pur- 
poses, was  occupied  in  P'ebruary,  1877;  and  the 
buildirig  was  completed  and  dedicated  May  23, 
1880. 

The  church  and  adjoining  rectory  are  of  brick 
witii  stone  trimmings.  The  property  is  valued  at 
eighty-six  thousand  dollars,  and  there  is  but  a 
small  debt  upon  it.  Of  this  large  sum  of  money 
collected  there  was  but  one  subscription  of  S200, 
three  of  $100,  seven  of  S5C,  and  all  the  remainder 
was  collected  in  small  sums.  The  interior  of  the 
church  contains  many  beautiful  gifts,  chief  among 
which  is  a  costly  marble  memorial  altar,  erected  by 
the  family  of  the  late  William  Cassidy,  of  the  Argus. 
The  stained-glass  windows,  as  well  as  the  statuary 
and  stations  of  the  cross,  are  from  the  art  reposi- 
tories of  Munich,  in  Bavaria,  and  are  donations  of 
members  or  friends  of  the  congregation. 

Rev.  F.  J.  Maguire,  Pastor  of  the  Church,  was 
born  in  vVlbany,  1S46,  a  graduate  of  Manhattan 
College  and  of  St.  Joseph's  Seminary.  (Jrdained 
priest  May,  1872.  First  Pastor  of  Sacred  Heart 
Parish,  Albany,  which  church  and  rectory  have 
been  built  at  a  cost  of  $77,000. 

Church  of  the  Assi'mption. — The  French  Ca- 
nadians residing  in  Albany,  January  i,  1868, 
founded  the  St,  Jean  Baptist  Society,  numbering 
about  25  members.  The  objects  of  this  organiza- 
tion arc  to  help  the  members  when  sick,  and 
give  a  certain  amount  at  tiu.ii  death  to  pay  for 
funeral  e.vpens-. The  v.eekly  In  n'.'iit  of  sick  mem- 
bers is  $5.  Wirlun  a  sh^'irt  ])eriod  the  membership 
reacheil  75,  but.  owing  to  some  ot  the  members  re- 
moving out  of  t.h-.-  i  ity,  the  present  membership  is 
only  56. 

In  186'),  there  were  130  French  Canadians  in 
..'Albany  without  chur-Ji  accommodation,  and  in 
October  3d  of  that  year,  mass  was  first  said  in  their 
present  church,  cc^rner  I^,dliu:>  street  and  Fourth 
a  venue. 

The  church  was  dedicated  Ov-iober  24.  1869,  bv 
Very  Rev.  F.aher  lulgar  Wadhams.  In  the  spring 
ot  1871,  the  residence  next  to  the  church  was  bought 
for  $4,oco.  'JTe  following  have  been  I'astors  :  Rev. 
I'athers  f-aporte,  L.  M.  Dugas,  C".  M.  Lesage,  P. 
Reneault,  Je)seph  Brouillet,  Clovis 'Phibeault.  Rev. 
Father  Gideon  Huberdeault  is  the  present  Pastor. 
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In  July,  1870,  another  French  Canadian  society 
was  established,  by  tiie  name,  of  Societ}'  de  Secours 
Miituel,  for  the  object  of  insuring  the  lives  of  its 
members.    This  society  numbers  168  members. 

In  1876  a  French  Canadian  Democratic  Club 
was  organized,  with  175  members. 

The  29th  July,  1879,  J.  B.  Scney,  a  pof)ular 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  started  a  conference  of 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  to  help  poor  French-Canadian 
families.  The  society  has  done  much  good  since 
it  was  organized. 

In  January,  1882,  the  French  Canadians  of  this 
city  united  themselves  as  a  body  to  send  delegates 
to  the  PYench  Canadians'  Convention  held  yearly 
in  this  State. 

October  22,  1884,  a  branch  of  the  Catholic  Be- 
nevolent Legion  was  started  by  two  or  three 
Frenchmen  in  this  city,  known  as  Jacques  Cartier 
Council, C.  B.  L. ,  No.  86.  The  object  of  this  society 
is  to  insure  members  from  $500  to  $5,000,  accord- 
ing to  the  grade  he  joins.  Rlembership  numbers 
forty.  According  to  a  census  made  by  j.  B.  .Scney, 
in  June,  1885,  there  are  in  the  city  162  Frencli- 
Canadian  families. 

May  23,  1869,  first  meeting  of  the  French  Cana- 
dians to  establish  a  Catholic  Church  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.  Number  of  French  fiimilies  in  this  city 
1869,  135. 

September  17,  1869,  Rev.  Father  IMascime  La- 
porte  was  named  first  Pastor  of  the  Church  of  the 
Assumption. 

October,  1869,  the  church  now  occupied  was 
bought,  at  a  cost  of  $7,000. 

July,  1870,  the  house  next  to  the  church  was 
bought,  at  a  cost  of  $4,500. 

Novem.bcr,  1S72,  Rev.  Father  C.  Dugas  was 
named  second  Pastor. 

November,  1874,  Rev.  Father  M.  Lesage  was 
named  third  Pastor. 

In  1876,  the  present  parsonage  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  $8,  coo. 

In  spring,  1877,  Rev.  I'^ither  Reneault  was 
named  fourth  Pastor. 

In  November,  1879,  Rev.  Father  Jost.'ph  Brouil- 
let  was  named  fifth  Pastor. 

June,  1882,  Rev.  Father  C.Thibeault  was  named 
sixth  Pastor. 

March  2,  1884,  Rev.  Father  Cideon  Hubert- 
deault  was  named  seventh  Pastor. 

In  1875,  ^^'^  school  attached  to  ihe  church  was 
established  l)y  Rev.  Father  Lesage. 

Putin  1879,  Rev.  Father  Brouillet  brought  the 
Rev.  Sisters  of  Jesus  and  INIary  t(3  take  chaige  of 
the  schools. 

Since  the  establishment  of  this  church,  the 
French  people  have  paid  over  $75,000  in  property, 
repairs,  ornaments,  cmstriicllun,  salary  and  cui- 
rent  expenses. 

CHRISTIAN. 

The  First  Christian  Cm  kch  was  organized  in 
1881.  Church  located  south  side  of  (Chestnut,  be- 
tween Lark  and  Dove  streets.  I'astors:  !•'..  C. 
Abbott,  1 88 1-84  ;  Warren  Hathaway,  1884  to 
present  time. 


CONGREGATIONAL. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  Congr^jgational  Church, 
corner  of  ICaqle  and  Beaver  streets,  was  laid  Septem- 
ber 22,  1868;  dedicated  Oct(jber  14,  1869.  Cost, 
including  lot,  ,s 1 30,000.  No  debt.  Will  seat  i,  1 25. 
Thirteen  associated  gentlemen,  consisting  of  An- 
thony Gould,  Bradford  R.  Wood,  Rufus  II.  King, 
James  McNaughton,  ami  others,  bought  the  edifice 
that  had  long  been  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  corner  .South  Pearl  and 
Beaver  streets,  now  Beaver  Block,  December  15, 
1S49,  for  $20,000,  for  the  purposes  of  a  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  society  about  to  be  formed.  As 
soon  as  suitably  repaired,  it  was  opened  for  Divine 
Service,  Ai)ril  7,1850,  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D. D., 
of  New  Ilaven,  Ct.,  preacl  Ing.  Other  eminent 
preachers  of  the  denomination  follov.'ed  for  a  few 
months.  June  6th,  a  religious  society  was  organ- 
ized. On  the  loth  of  July,  a  church  of  eighty-one 
members  was  formed.  Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  of 
Bath,  Me. ,  was  installed  Pastor, December  10,  1850, 
and  so  remained  until  A])ril  18,  1866.  Rev.  Will- 
iam S.  Smart,  D.  D.,  of  J^enson,Vt.,  was  installed 
Pastor,  i\Liy  30,  1867,  and  so  remains.  The  last 
sermon  in  the  old  church  was  preached  February  8, 
1868.  After  that  date.  Association  Hall,  now  Board 
of  Trade  rooms,  was  occupied  for  religious  services 
until  the  present  edifice  was  completed.  Sunday 
services,  loJ,  a.  m. ,  7 J-  p.m.  Sunday-school,  2  i'.  ji. 
It  sustains  the  Bethany  Mission-school,  67  South 
Pearl  street.  Whole  number  of  church  members 
enrolled  since  organization,  804;  present  number, 
396.  It  is  free  from  debt,  owning  its  church  build- 
ing; has  an  intelligent  congregation,  and  is  gener- 
ally prosi)erous. 

Second  CoN'ORECATinxAL  Church  Society  was 
organized  in  1862.  Meetings  were  held  in  Gibson's 
Hall,  Clinton  avenue.  It  was  discontinued  in  1S63. 
R.  B.  Stratton  was  Pastor. 

EPISCOPAL. 

St.  Peter's  Church. — In  1675  the  Rev.  Nico- 
laus  Van  Rens.selaer,  a  son  of  the  first  Patroon, 
Kilian  Van  Rensselaer,  was  colleague  to  the  Rev. 
Gideon  Schaets  in- the  Reformed  J'rotestant  Dutch 
Church  in  Albany.  He  had  received  Hoi}'  Orders 
in  the  Church  of  PLngland,  which  was  the  cause  of 
many  dlfierences  bet\\een  him  and  the  Re\'.  Wil- 
helmus  Nieuenhuysen,  tlic  other  colleague,  and  tlie 
Pastor,  wliich  the  Governor's  Council  determined 
in  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer's  favor.  He  remained  in 
Albany  until  his  death  in  1678.  The  I'.nglish  gar- 
rison at  k'oit  Frederick  and  the  few  Lngiish  fam- 
ilies in  Albany  were  occasionally  visited  by  the 
chaplains  of  the  Fort  in  New  York  until  1704, 
v/'icn  the  ]\ev.  'Thorouyhgi'toil  Moore  v.'as  sent 
the  English  Society  for  the  I'ro[>agation  of  the  Go';- 
pel  in  Foreign  Parts  as  .Miss!(>nary  to  the  ]\ic>liawk 
Indians,  and  he  remained  in  .Mbany  a  vear  vaniiy 
trving  to  i)enetrate  to  and,  locale  :::  the  Indian 
country.  He  officiated  regularly  in  Fort  Fred- 
erick.* The  Rev.  Jch.n  Talbot,  in  1702,  had  spent  a 

*  Occupying  the  site  of  the  present  St.  Peter's  Church,  cumcr  of 
State  and  Loil};e  streets. 
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few  weeks  and  performed  divine  service.  [n  1708 
the  Rev.  Tliomas  Barclay  was  Chaplain  at  Fort 
Frederick.  .He  orL^anizccl  a  parish  and  lield  divine 
service  for  six  years  in  the  Lutheran  Chapel,  whose 
site,  the  corner  of  Beaver  and  South  Pearl  streets, 
is  now  occupied  by  the  City  Building.  October 
21,  1714,  a  plot  of  ground  in  the  center  of  Yonker 
(now  State)  street  opposite  Barrack,  immediately 
below  Fort  Frederick,  was  granted  by  patent  from 
the  Crown  for  an  Fnglish  Church  and  cemetery. 
In  spite  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  City  Common 
Council,  who  claimed  the  ground,  an  edifice  of 
bluestone,  58  feet  by  42  feet,  was  c:)pened  in  No- 
vember, 17 16.  ]Mr.  Barclay  continued  his  faithful 
fruitful  labors  at  Albany,  Schenectady,  and  among 
the  Mohawks  until  7721,  when  tlic  stipend  of  ^  50 
from  die  Propagati.  'iociety  was  withdrawn.  'I'he 
Mohawk  Mission,  for  which  a  chapel  was  built  at 
Fort  Huntcr,near  the  lower  Mohawk  Castle,  thirty- 
five  miles  from  Albany,  was  under  the  charge  of 
the  Rectors  of  St.  Peter's  until  1770,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  years  1712  to  1719,  when  there  was 
a  resident  missionary.  In  1727  the  Kev.  ]ohn 
Miln  became  Rector  of  Saint  Peter's,  as  the  church 
then  began  to  be  called.  A  ])arish  school,  under 
the  instruction  of  Mr.  John  licasley,  was  founded 
at  this  period,  and  continued  for  many  years.  In 
1738  the  Rev.  Henry  ]>arclay,  a  son  of  the  first 
Rector,  born  in  y\lbauy,  who  had  been  catechist  to 
the  Mohawks, sucreeded  him.  He  was  zealous  and 
successful  until  the  ravages  of  King  (George's  War 
compelled  him  to  leave  Albany;  and  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1746  he  accepted  the  Rectorship  of  Trinity 
Church,  New  York  City.  He  died  there  in  1 764. 
In  1750  the  Rev.  John  Ogilvic,  born  in  Nevv-  York 
City,  was  called  to  the  rectorship.  He  continued  the 
good  work  of  his  jiredecessors.  His  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  iNlohawk  dialect  enabled  him, 
after  Dr.  Barclay's  death,  to  whom  the  revision  of 
the  ]\Ioha\vk  Prayer-book  had  been  committed  by 
Sir  William  Johnson,  to  superintend  its  ])ublication 
and  correct  the  proof.  It  appeared  in  1769,  from 
the  press  of  Hugh  Gaines.  The  French  and  Indian 
War  scattering  his  Albany  and  Mohawk  congrega- 
tions, he  became  Cha])!ain  to  General  Amherst's 
expedition  in  1758,  and  to  that  of  Sir  William 
Johnson  against  Niagara  in  1759.  Fie  resigned  in 
December,  1760,  and  rem. lined  with  the  arm)'  in 
Canatla  tuuil  1764.  lit  died  in  Nov/  ^'.,>ik,  where 
he  was  an  assistant  in  'I'riniiy  C  hurch,  in  1774.  In 
1751  the  tower  of  St.  Peter's  was  l)uilt,  and  a  beli, 
still  occasiouall)'  used,  and  a  clock  were  procured 
from  luigland.  'J'he  Rev.  'Phomas  Brown,  Deputy 
Chaplain  of  the  60th  Regiment,  succeeded  Mr. 
Ogilvie,  and  was  the  faithful  Rector  until  March, 
1768,  when  he  removed  to  Dorchester,  'I^.Id.,  where  he 
died  in  1784.  I'he  Rev.  Hnnv  Munrr?,  missionary  at 
Philipsburgh  i^nrnv  \\.>iikri-.)  v,.i.s  .ipji  umrd  Uiiiic 
vacancy.  Under  his  charge  '.lie  cougiegalu  n:;  svere 
greatly  increased,  the  church  repaired,  and  the 
present  charter  of  incorporation  granted  by  Gov- 
ernor Sir  Henry  Moore,  April  25,  1769.  Being  a 
Loyalist,  Mr.  .AIuihm  was  imprisoned  \\\  1777,  and 
escapetl  to  a  British  pust  on  Lake  George.  He 
died  in  Fdinburgh,  Scotland,  in  iSoi.    St.  Peter's 


Church  was  closed,  excepting  for  occasional  ser- 
vices, during  ihe  Revolutionary  War.  ]\Iay  i,  1787. 
the  Vestry  elected  the  Rev.  'Phomas  l-.;ilison,  born 
in  Newcastle,  England.  Rector.  He  had  the  ability 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  future  prosperity  of 
the  parish,  after  the  devastation  of  the  Revolution. 
He  died,  in  1802,  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness, 
shortly  after  a  contract  had  been  made  with  Hooker 
&  Putnam  for  a  new  church  on  the  corner  of  State 
and  Lodge  streets.  'I'he  plans  were  drawn  by  Philip 
Hooker,  the  well-known  architect,  of  Albany.  'Phe 
building  was  finished  in  the  summer  of  1803,  and 
the  Rev.  Frederic  Beasley,  of  Fdizabelhtown,  N.  J., 
assumed  the  rectorsliip,  to  \vhich  he  had  been 
elected  in  1802.  'I'he  consecration  of  the  church 
took  place  on  Thursday,  October  4,  1803.  Mr. 
Beasley  resigned  in  i  S09,  to  the  great  regret  of  tlie 
congregation  and  the  communit)',  to  accept  the 
Associate  Rectorship  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Iklti- 
more.  He  died  in  Elizabethtown,  N.  ].,  in  1S45. 
The  Rev.  'Pimothy  Clowes,  of  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  be- 
came officiating  minister  in  1810,  and,  in  1S41, 
Rector.  A  controversy  upon  the  jiroper  disposi- 
tion of  die  income  of  the  cliurcli  lands,  with  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor 'Payler  and  others  of  the  Vestrv, 
led  to  a  war  of  pamphlets,  and  finally  to  his  tem- 
porary suspension  from  the  ministry  in  1817.  He 
died  at  Plempstead,  L.  I.,  in  1847.  In  1S18,  the 
Rev.  William  B.  Lacey,  of  Oxford,  Chenango 
County,  officiated,  and  in  1819  became  Rector. 
In  1821  the  spire,  so  familiar  to  old  Albanians,  was 
erected.  In  1832,  Dr.  Lacey  resigned,  to  devote 
his  time  to  the  higher  education  of  women.  He 
died  at  Okalona,  iMiss. ,  in  1S66.  In  January, 
1833,  '•l'*^  \\-^\\  Horatio  Potter,  Professor  in  Wash- 
ington College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  accepted  the  rec- 
torship. A  new  rectory  was  built  in  1831,  and  in 
1847  ll'^  present  rectory,  on  the  corner  of  Lodge 
street  and  Maiden  lane,  was  fmished  and  occupied. 
During  the  twenty-one  years  of  Dr.  Potter's  incum- 
bency, the  parishes  of 'Prinit},  Grace,  and  Holy  In- 
nocents, rendered  necessary  by  the  growth  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  city,  were  organized.  St* 
Paul's  liad  been  organized  in  1826.  In  1S54,  the 
Rector  of  St.  Peter's  was  elected  Provisional  Bishop 
of  New  York,  and  was  consecrated  in  'Prinii}' 
Church,  New  York  City,  November  22,  1854.  In 
December,  1S55,  the  Rev.  I'houias  C.  Pitkia,  of 
New  Haven,  t  onn.,  bei:;)nie  Rector.  In  iS';8  ihe 
foundations  ol  the  church  had  settled  so  much  tiiat 
great  cracks  were  made  in  the  side-walls  and  ceilintr. 
A  new  building,  to  'ue  in  the  early  Fieiich  Gothic 
style,  after  the  plans  of  Llpjolm  Co.,  was  con- 
tracted for  early  in  1858,  and  the  church  conse- 
crated October  4,  i860.  It  is  a  spacious  edifice, 
of  massive  construction,  and  is  among  Upjohn's 
mc>st  successful  churches.  In  1862,  the  Ro\.  I'r. 
Pitkin  icsigued  on  account  ni  failing  iieallii,  ;ind 
the  Rev.  '\\'illiam  P.  Wilson,  of  New  York  Cilv, 
was  called  to  the  parish.  'I'iie  Rev.  William  Tat- 
lock,  of  North  Adams,  became  Ass.xiate  Rector. 
In  iS06botli  the  Rector  and  his  associate  resigned. 
In  i8''i7,  the  Rev.  William  Crusweil  Doane,  B.D., 
iii  Hartford,  Conn.,  accejited  the  rectorship.  In 
December,  1^68,  at  the  Primarv  Convention  of  the 
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Diocese  of  Albany,  Dr.  Doanc  was  elected  its  first 
Bishop.  On  February  2,  1S69,  he  was  conse- 
crated Bishop  \\\  the  C  hurch' of  God  in  St.  Peter's 
Church.  In  addition  to  the  new  burden  which  he 
had  assumed,  he  remained  in  charge  of  St.  Peter's 
until  Easter,  1870,  although  he  resigned  the  rector- 
ship in  1869.  The  Rev.  William  A.  Snivcly,  of 
Cincinnati,  O. ,  was  his  successor.  He  resigned  to 
accept  a  call  to  Grace  Church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ,  in 
May,  1874.  The  Rev.  Walton  W.  Battersliall,  of 
Christ  Church,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ,  was  immediately 
elected,  and  was  instituted  as  Rector,  September 
29,  1874.  Under  him  the  parish  has  put  forth  all 
its  energies,  and  has  shown  great  zeal  and  resource 
in  the  organization  of  Clirislian  work  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  church  edifice. 

In  1876  the  Parish  House  was  built  on  Lodge 
street,  opposite  the  church.  It  is  a  tine  structure 
of  stone,  designed  for  the  use  of  the  Sunday-school 
and  the  charitable  and  social  enterprises  of  the 
parish.  In  the  same  year  the  tower  of  the  church 
was  built,as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Senior  Warden, 
John  Tweddle,  and  furnished  with  a  fine  chime  otl 
bells.  The  tower  was  designed  by  R.  M.  Upjohn, 
and  is  one  of  the  richest  and  must  ex(]uisitc  exam- 
ples of  dec(.)rated  Gotiiic  in  the  country.  From 
time  to  time  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  thechurcli 
lias  been  adorned  with  memorial  windows,  which 
have  been  designed  bv  the  best  English  artists,  and 
are  of  peculiar  excellence  both  in  drawing  and 
color.  The  whole  series,  which  includes  all  the 
large  aisle  windows  and  the  three  middle  windows 
of  the  chancel  apse,  while  showing  a  variety  in  the 
method  of  treatment,  are  splendid  ex'amples  of  re- 
ligious art,  and  give  great  beauty  to  the  interior. 

During  the  last  year  the  cliancel  has  been  re- 
modeled and  {)aved  in  mosaic,  with  the  addition  of 
a  beautiful  altar  and  reredos  of  Caen  stone  and 
other  articles  of  furniture.  A  chancel  organ  cham- 
ber and  choir  building  have  also  been  added  to 
the  structure,  antl  the  church  has  been  decorated. 
The  cost  of  these  improvements  with  the  tower  and 
the  windows  has  considerably  more  than  ecjualed 
the  original  cost  of  the  church. 

Among  the  older  memorials  and  interesting  pos- 
sessions of  the  church,  is  the  mural  tablet  in  the 
tower  room,  one  of  the  earlier  works  of  the  sculp- 
tor Palmer,  and  repiesenting  Failh  gazing  at  t'fie 
Cross.  On  account  of  its  deep  religious  Iceiuig.  it 
has  probably  been  reproduced  in  i)hologra] 'by  | 
more  than  any  other  j>iece  of  Am(;rican  sculpture. 
The  communion  plate,  which  has  been  used  al  the 
altar  of  St.  Peter's  for  a  hundred  and  seventy  years, 
was  presented  by  (^ueen  Anne.  It  consists  of  six 
pieces  of  massive  silver,  marked  with  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain,  and  bearing  the  following  legend: 
''The  Gift  of  her  Mnjestv,  Ann,  by  tiie  Grace  of 
(j0(1  of  Great  Jiritam,  k ranee,  and  Ireland,  and  j 
of  her  plantations  in  North  Amcri«.a,  (Juecn,  to  her 
Indian  Ciiappel  of  the  Onondawgus." 

In  connection  with,  and  supported  by,  the  parish 
is  St.  Peter's  Orjjharis'  Home,  a  sketch  of  which  is 
to  be  found  elsewhere. 

Among  those  who  in  its  long  history  have  been  1 
worshipers  in  this  church,  and  been  well  known  | 


in  State,  city,  or  country,  we  niay  mention  the 
names  of  Colonel  Peter  Matthews,  the  first  \\'arden; 
I  Edward  Holland;  James  Stevenson;  John  Dun- 
bar; Samuel  Stringer;  Colonel  [eremiah  \'an  Rens- 
selaer; Philip  Cuyler;  Jf)hn  Barclay;  Goidsbrow 
Banyar;  Lieut. -Governor  John  Taylcr;  Elkanah 
Watson;  Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer;  William  A. 
Duer;  John  C.  Spencer;  John  A.  Dix;  Lyman 
Tremain;  )ohn  T.  Hoffman;  John  Ta3  lor  Cooper; 
John  V.  L.  Pruyn;  Orlando  Meads;  Harman 
Pumpelly. 

The  property  of  the  corporation  is  the  church 
and  lot,  parish-house  and  rectory,  whose  estimated 
value  is  $250,000.  The  successive  ministers  of 
the  church  have  been  'J'horoughgood  "Nloore,  Mis- 
sionary, 1704;  Thomas  Barclay,  Chaplain  and 
Rector,  170S-21;  John  .Miln,  Rector,  1727-38; 
Henry  Barclay,  Rector,  1738-46;  John  Ogilvie, 
Rector,  1750-58;  I'homas  Brown,  Rector,  1759- 
68;  Harvey  Munro,  Rector,  1769-77;  Thomas 
F^Uison,  Rector,  1 787-1 802;  Frederic  Beasley, 
Rector,  1802-9;  Timothy  Clowes,  Rector,  1810- 
17;  William  B.  Lacey,  Rector,  1818-32;  Horatio 
Potter,  Rector,  1833-54;  Thomas  C.  I'itkin,  Rec- 
tor, 1855-62;  William  'J.  Wilson,  Rector,  1862- 
66;  William  Tatlock,  Associate,  1862-66;  William 
Crosv/eli  Doane,  Rector,  1867-69;  William  A. 
Siiively,  Rector,  1S69-74;  Walton  W.  Iktltershall, 
1874. 

St.  Paul's. — The  Parish  of  St.  Paul's  was  organ- 
ized November  12,  1S27.  Services  had  been  held 
for  some  time  previous  in  a  school-room  on  South 
Pearl  street.  The  Rev.  Richard  Ikiry  was  the  first 
Rector.  By  the  efforts  of  the  vestry,  aided  by  the 
earnest  labors  of  Mr.  I^ury,  a  lot  was  purchased  cm 
South  I'Yrry  street,  and  the  first  building  owned  by 
the  society  erected.  This  building  still  stands,  and 
is  known  as  St.  John's  Church.  This  church  was 
consecrated  August  24,  i  829,  by  the  Right  Jvev.  John 
H.  Hobart,  D.  D.  Mr.  Jkiry  resigned  in  1830. 
He  died,  after  lilling  positions  of  honor  ni  the 
church,  in  Cleveland,  in  1872. 

The  Rev.  William  Linn  Kcesc  succeeded  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Bury  in  the  rectorship  of  the  [jarish. 
During  the  three  years  of  his  rectorship,  the  work 
of  the  parish  was  greatly  exended  and  all  debt  re- 
moved. I\Ir.  Keese  on  account  t)f  ill-health  was 
compelled  to  give  up  the  charge  ufthe])arish  in 
iSu.     He  died  in  1S37  in  Havana,  Cuba. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  II.  Price,  D. D. ,  succeeded 
Mr.  Keese.  He  resigned  in  1837.  For  a  long 
pciiod  he  was  Rector  of  St.  Stephen's,  New  York. 
The  Rev.  William  Ingraliam  Kip,  L).D.,  became 
Rector  in  1837.  His  ministry  was  a  long  and  suc- 
eessful  one.  In  1839  the  church  on  South  Ferrv 
street  was  sold  and  the  theatre  on  South  Pearl  street 
was  purchased. 

1  his  churcii  was  consecrated  by  the  Kigru  Ke\. 
B.  1'.  Onderdonk,  in  1840.  i  lie  church  then  num- 
bered 107  communicants.  iJi  1853,  Dr.  Ivip  was 
elected  Bishop  of  California,  which  pc:sii.i(.in  lie 
still  ably  occupies. 

Dr.  Kip  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.T.  A.  Starkcy, 
D.  D.  Before  coming  to  St.  Paul's,  he  was  Rector 
of  Christ  Churcli,  Troy.     Dr.  Starkey  was  Rector 
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of  tlic  parish  for  five  years,  resignini;  in  1S5S,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  Recl'  -r  of  Trinity  Church, 
Cleveland;  the  ]'"i)i[)liany,  Washington;  and  vSt. 
Paul's,  I'aterson.  From  the  last  position  he  was 
elected  Bishop  of  Ni)rtliern  New  Jersey. 

In  April,  1859,  the  Rev.  William  Rudder,  I).  D., 
became  Rector  of  the  Parish.  During  his  rector- 
ship the  church  in  .'~^oulh  Pearl  street  was  sold  and 
the  present  building  in  Lancaster  street  purchased. 
The  purchase  was  made  in  1S62,  and  the  building 
used  by  the  congregation  in  September  of  that 
year  for  the  first  time.  Jn  1863,  Dr.  Rudder  re- 
signed, and  accepted  a  call  to  St.  Stephen's  Church, 
Philadelphia,  which  position  he  filled  until  his  death 
in  1880. 

The  Rev.  ].  Livingston  Reese,  D.  D.,  accepted 
the  rectorship  in  Jime,  1S64.  In  J^ecember  of  the 
same  year  the  church  was  consecrated  by  ]\.ight 
Rev.  Horatio  Potter,  D.D.  The  rectory  was  added 
in  1867.  'I'he  Free  Chapel  on  Madison  avenue  was 
opened  in  1S68.  In  1880  the  church  was  beauti- 
fully decorated.  I'he  Parish  House  was  built  in 
1883.  The  church  now  numbers  670  communi- 
cants and  has  750  children  in  its  Sunday-schools. 

Holy  Ixnocknts'  Chi;kch. — This  church  is  on 
the  corner  of  North  Pearl  and  Colonic  streets.  It 
is  built  in  the  early  ICnglish  style,  and  is  deemed 
a  fine  example  of  architecture.  The  society  was 
organized  February  15,  1850,  and  the  present 
building  was  consecrated  in  September  of  the  same 
year.  The  late  Wm.  II.  DeWitt  erected  die  build- 
ing, and  gave  it  and  the  ground  on  which  it 
stands  to  this  parisli.  'J  he  church  has  over  250 
communicants,  and  supports  numerous  societies 
besides. 

The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  the 
various  Rectors  of  the  church  ; 

Sylvanus  Reed,  1850-61;  William  R.  Johnson, 
1862-63;  William  S.  lioardman,  1865-68;  Royal 
Marshall,  1869-74;  Samuel  E.  Smith,  1875-82; 
Ralph  W.  Kenyon,  1S83. 

Tkinity  Chuucii  (Episcoi'.vl). — This  congrega- 
tion was  organized  in  1839.  Leased  the  Presby- 
terian (Cameronian)  church,  Weslerlo  street,  until 
184  I,  when  services  \\eic  held  in  the  school-house, 
corner  of  Dallius  and  Ferry  streets.  In  1S42 
erected  a  frame  building  on  Lhe  southwest  corner 
of  Herkimer  and  Franklin  slri  ui.s.  Present  church 
<jn  Hro.id  sircet  elected  in  i^io.  J^rctors  :  Isaac 
Swart,  i('3o-4o;  William  Dowdnev.  1840-41; 
Edward  Fmburv.  1842-43;  Edward  Selkirk,  1844- 
84;  Charles  H.'W.  Stocking,  1884. 

The  Camiedr.m,  oi'  All  S,\ints. — The  Letiisla- 
ture  of  the  State  of  New  York  incorporated  the 
cathedial  by  an  Act  passed  27di  of  ]\iarch,  1S73 
(Chap.  149),  in  the  first  section  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing members  were  created  a  body  politic  and 
corporate  ;  (  I  lie  iSishoji)  W  illuun  Croswell  Di)une, 
)olin  Ireland  Tucker,  John  H.  lIobarL  Brown, 
Hiram  W.  lU-ers,  Theodore  ISabcock,  John  Towns- 
end,  Orlando  INIeads,  I'jastus  C^orning,  Amos  P. 
I'almer,  Waller  i\.  Wi)(.)d,  and  James  Forsyth. 
These  cori)oral(.iis  are  (jnipowered  by  the  3d  sec- 
tion "  to  till  vacancies  in  their  own  number,''  and 
by  section  4,  to  adopt  a  constitution  lor  the  election 


of  new  trustees.  The  object  and  purj)Oses  of  the 
corporation  are,  by  section  2,  declared  to  be  "the 
establishment,  erection,  maintenance  and  man- 
agement ol'  a  cathedral  church,  and  its  appurte- 
nances, in  the  City  of  Albany;"  and  section  5  de- 
clares that  "the  scats  for  tiie  worshipers  in  the 
said  cathedral  church  shall  always  be  free. 

On  All  Saints  Day,  1872,  the  building  at  pres- 
ent occupied,  formerly  an  iron  foundry,  was  first 
used  for  Divine  Service.  It  has  been  enlarged  once 
since. 

On  the  festival  of  All  Saints,  .\.]).  1881,  the 
Bishop  announced  to  the  congregation  his  jmrpose 
to  begin  fortliwith  tlie  e.Kccution  of  this,  one  of  the 
great  purposes  for  which  die  corjioration  was  cre- 
ated, namely,  the  erection  of  a  cathedral  building, 
and  laid  before  them  his  plans.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Chapter,  held  23d  November,  1881,  the  follow- 
ing Committee  was  appointed  to  select  a  site: 
The  Bishop,  Hon.  lirastus  Corning,  Mr.  C)rIando 
Meads.  It  was  resolved  to  endea\or  to  raise  im- 
mediately $150,000  to  meet  Uic  cost  of  the  build- 
ing, exclusive  of  the  site.  Mr.  James  Moir  was 
appointed  to  act,  under  General  S.  E.  IMarvin, 
Treasurer  t>f  the  Chapter,  as  Treasurer  ()f  the  funds 
collected  for  the  cathedral,  and  i\Ir.  Meads  pre- 
pared a  form  to  be  copied  into  the  subscription 
books.  The  Committee  on  the  site  were  then 
instructed  to  obtain  plans  for  the  cathedral. 
On  the  30th  of  Ajiril,  18S3,  the  plans  of  R.  W. 
Gibson,  architect,  were  adopted,  with  a  modifi- 
cation submitted  to  the  Chajiter  on  the  6th  of 
June. 

On  the  2Sth  of  November,  1883,  the  grounds 
given  by  the  Hon.  I%rastus  Corning,  valued  at  $80,- 
000,  were  accepted  as  the  site,  and  on  motion  of 
the  same  generous  giver  it  was  resolved  "  thai,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Chapter,  it  is  expedient  that 
measures  be  taken  without  delay  to  begin  the  work 
of  building  the  cathedral,  and  that  to  that  end  prep- 
arations be  made  to  remove  the  buildings  now  on 
the  ground,  and  to  procure  the  working  plans  and 
estimates  for  the  excavation  and  laying  of  the  foun- 
dations; and  the  work  be  proceeded  with  as  fast  and 
as  far  as  the  means  in  the  hands  of  the  Chapter  will 
permit. " 

At  a  meeting,  held  22d  March,    1.SS4,  it  was 
\  resol\  ed  that  th'.'  corner-stone  be  laid  uii  W  hilsun- 
j  l\iesdav,  3d    lune,    i8'^4.     "1  his  stone,  with  aj)- 
projiriate   insci iptions,  is   the   gilt   of  Margaret 
Doanc  Gaidinei,  th  j  ]5i^hop's  grand -daughter.  At 
I  tiie  same  meeting  a  special  subscription  was  au- 
thorized for  the  cc'lumns  of  the  new  cathedral,  to  be 
memorials  of  churi.iimen  eminent  in  Church  and 
State.    Tliey  are  t' ,  be  twenty-four  in  number,  and 
I  to  cost  over  $1,000  jach.  l"wenty->.ine  have  alread\' 

been  appropriated. 
I  As  the  (.lav  lor  laying  ihecorner-atcpne  a|)prMached, 
the  contributions  in  Uioncy  (as  distinguisiicd  from 
the  gift  of  land)  were  found  to  be  nearly  -sioo.ooo 
(no  one  gift  exceeding  $7,^00,  that  of  the  Flon. 
Walter  A.  Wood). 

According  to  tlie  inodilicd  j^lans  juesentcii  by 
the  arcliitect,  the  buikling  to  be  erected  for  imme- 
diate use  is  in  every  part,  save  its  roof,  a  portion 
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of  the  completed  structure,  and  will  be  built  up  to 
a  hight  sufiicicnt  fcjr  a  i^ood  a]ii)earancc,  and  with 
accommodatiua  for  seating  j)racticaily  the  same. 
The  style  is  Gothic,  or  pointed  arcliitecture  of  the 
first  period;  the  ])lan,  a  Latin  cross  formed  by  the 
choir  and  nave  to  the  east  and  west,  respectively, 
of  a  central  crossing  with  transepts  to  the  nortii  and 
south.  The  choir  is  91  feet  long  and  35  wide, 
and  is  planned  in  five  bays  or  divisions,  the  two 
eastern  forming  the  sanctuary.  The  nave  is  99 
feet  long  and  40  feet  wide,  and  has  narrow  side 
aisles  its  entire  length.  The  transepts  are  1 10  feet 
in  breadth  from  north  to  south  (including  cross- 
ing), and  40  feet  wide,  forming  a  square  cross- 
ing with  the  nave.  The  crossing  has  four  great 
arches,  corresponding  with  those  of  the  nave  and 
transepts;  and  above  them  breaks  by  pendants  into 
an  octagon,  in  the  manner  frequent  in  the  early 
Gothic  cathedraLs. 

The  main  features  of  the  interior  are  the  great  pil- 
lars made  up  of  grouped  shafts  and  pieces  in  pure 
constructional  style;  tliey  are  of  unusual  size,  and 
will  give  exceptional  majesty  to  the  perspective  of 
nave  and  choir.  The  main  arcade  upon  them  is 
simple,  but  can  be  at  a  future  time  enriched  with 
carving.  A  triforium  of  coupled  arches  is  carried 
all  along  the  nave  and  choir.  Over  this  comes  the 
clerestory,  with  large  coupled  lancet  windows  in 
the  nave  and  tracing  in  the  choir — generally  the 
choir  has  been  given  richer  character  than  the 
nave — leading  up  to  the  traceried  window  in  the 
square  east  end  of  the  sanctuary.  The  western 
end  of  the  nave  has  a  rich  circular  window  of  radi- 
ating tracery.  The  side  aisles  are  to  be  used  as 
passages  only;  the  nave  is  widenetl  to  the  maxi- 
mum; and  the  pillars  are  so  arrangetl  ihat  none  of 
the  congregation  are  scaled  behind  them. 

The  bights  of  the  interior  are:  From  floor  of 
nave  to  springing  of  arches  of  nave  and  transept 
vaults,  48  feet;  to  top  of  vaults,  70  feel;  to  top  of 
ceiling  of  lantern,  o\er  crossing,  1 13  feet;  to  spring- 
ing of  arches  of  choir  vaults,  45  leet;  to  top,  66 
feet.  The  jiroportions  and  nielhods  of  the  octagon 
lantern  are  designed  to  avoid  acoustic  difficulties. 
The  exterior  walling  is  to  be  of  Potsdam  stone. 
The  west  front  is  flanked  by  towers,  with  belfries 
and  spires.  1'lie  hight  to  toj.  of  belfry  is  156  feet, 
and  to  top  of  finial,  202  feet.  The  central  tower, 
or  lantern  over  crossing,  is  144  feet  higl^  nl.  top  of 
masonry,  and  180  feet  to  top  of  finial  cicss. 

'I'he  seating  capacity  is  f_)r  i,  500  person;  there 
are  153  stalls  for  the  clergy,  and  54  chc)ir  seats, 
making  a  total  for  i ,  757  persons.  If  crowded  the 
edifice  wouki  contain  2,000.  When  completed,  it 
is  believed  that  the  cathedra!  will  prove  to  be  no 
unworthy  instance  of  tiiat  aiv.hi[cciure  which  is 
peculiarly  the  ci'eatii'n  of  ih--  (';i:li.,lic  C\^\\\^  h.  and 
maybe  taken  as  a  t\pe  ol  liie  ekx  .iiioii,  >i;b..iidimi - 
lion,  and  disciplinu,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
unity  of  the  spouse  of  Christ.  Rt.  Kev.  \^'m. 
Crosswell  Doane,  I^ishof)  ;  Rev.  ]•".  L.  Norton, 
Dean;  Kev.  G.  W.  ])ean.  C  hancellor. 

Gkack  Cmi'rcii.  —  The  first  service  iield  with  ref- 
erence to  tiie  establishment  of  the'  parish  of  Grace 
Church,  Albany,  was  held  by  the  Kev.  RIaunsell 


Van  Rensselaer,  who  for  some  time  previous  had 
been  in  charge  of  St.  I'eter's  jiarish,  during  the  ab- 
.sence  of  its  Rector.  This  service  was  held  on  .Scxa- 
gesima  Sunday,  1846,  in  a  room  over  the  store  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  State  and  Lark  street,  at- 
tended by  about  thirty  persons.  The  services  were 
continued  every  Sunday  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van 
Ren.sselaer,  at  the  same  place,  until  the  Sunday 
after  Ascension  Day,  May  24th  of  the  same  year, 
when  a  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  parish  organization. 

The  kev.  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presided,  and  Dr. 
M.  D.  Payne  acted  as  Secretary.  A  resolution  was 
adopted,  favoring  the  establishment  of  a  church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  was  elected  Rector. 
It  was  decided  to  designate  the  parish  by  the  style 
and  title  of  Grace  Church.  'l"he  parish  continued 
to  occupy  the  same  rooms  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  when  the  trustees  of  the  Spring  Street  Mission 
having  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  building,  it 
was  accepted. 

February  II,  1847,  the  lot  on  the  corner  of 
Lark  and  Washington  avenue,  running  through  to 
Spring  street,  was  purchased  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  church. 

June  30,  1 84 7,  the  Rector  resigned,  and  was 
succeeded  l)y  the  Rev.  lohn  Aldcn  Spooiicr  about 
the  ist  of  the  following  October,  who  remained 
only  till  the  15th  of  August,  when  he  resigned. 

I'Voin  that  time  until  May,  1S49,  ^''^  parish  was 
without  a  clergymen — without  a  church — depend- 
ent for  the  room  they  ocrujiied  on  the  courtesy  of 
those  interested. 

May  13,  1849,  Rev.  James  R.  Davenport  began 
his  labors  as  Rector  of  the  [larish.  ( )nc  year  ironi 
that  date  the  Building  Committee  entered  into  a 
contract  for  the  erection  of  a  church  building,  soon 
after  commenced. 

At  the  evening  service  on  Sunday,  September  9, 
1850,  the  first  confirmation  service  was  held  by 
Right  Rev.  W.  R.  Whitlingham,  Bishop  of  Mary- 
land, twelve  persons  being  confirmed.  On  the 
next  day  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  church  was 
laid  by  the  same  Bishop.  Christmas  Day  the  first 
service  was  held  in  the  church,  although  the  build- 
ing was  not  quite  completed.  Its  consecration 
was  delayed  till  December  15,  1852. 

September  24,  1857,  the  Rev.  i\lr.  Davenj)ort 
re';igr!e'',  when  Rev.  '!  lieodore  -M.  l:lishop.  of  the 
Diocese  of  \V(.'stern  New  Vork,  took  charge  of  the 
parish  in  the  follov.  ing  November. 

After  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Bishop,  in  July, 
i86t,  ihe  Vestry  made  arrangements  with  the  Rev. 
Philander  K.  Cady  to  like  temjiorary  charge  of  the 
parish,  which  he  did  until  November  26,  1862, 
when  he  was  elected  Rector  of  the  ])arish. 

April  ■?o,  1S65,  the  b''  rt"r  <iwc-rcd  hi<  conncc- 
i  tion  with  the  l)ari,^h,  i  ud  w.is  succi.'i.-tied   in  the 
following  June  by  the  Ue\.  Ldwin  B.  Russell,  of 
New  York.     Mr.  Ru.ssell  continued  in  charge  of 
the  parish  until  Octoix;r  16,  1S71,  when  he  re- 
signed, having  accepted  a  call  to  Grace  Church. 
Delhi,  where  he  is  still  e-tationed. 
I       lie  was  succeeded  by  the  Kev.  J.  Hutchings 
I  Brown,  who  became  Rector  of  the  parish  l)eccm.- 
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ber  lo,  1 87 1,  and  remained  seventeen  months,  re- 
signing r>Iay  10,  1873. 

In  June,  1873,  the  church  edifice  was  removed 
from  the  corner  of  Lark  and  Washington  avenue 
to  the  corner  of  Clinton  avenue  and  Knbin  street. 
Rev.  William  A.  Snively  was  elected  Rector.  'J'iie 
last  service  at  the  corner  of  Lark  street  and  Wash- 
ington avenue  was  liekl  Sunday,  June  15,  1873,  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Snively.  Advent  Sunday  the  cliurch  was 
again  opened  for  services. 

I'he  parish  was  now  put  in  charge  of  Rev.  T.  A. 
Snivelv,  Assistant  Minister  at  St.  Peter's,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  congregation  of  St.  Peter's  Mission 
were  transferrcil  to  antl  identified  with  it. 

Mr.  Snively  condnued  to  conduct  the  services  of 
the  church  whenever  he  could  be  spared  from  St. 
Peter's,  until  the  resignation  of  his  brotlier  in  April, 
1874,  when  the  whole  care  of  St.  Peter's  parish 
was  left  to  him,  and  Grace  Church  was  again  with- 
out a  Rector  until  September  1,  1874,  when  the 
ptesent  Rector,  Rev.  David  L.  Schwartz,  began  his 
labors. 

During  the  rectorship  of  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Schwartz, 
a  rectory  has  been  built,  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
$9,000.  A  large  church  debt  has  also  been  paid 
off. 

EVANGELICAL. 

First  German  Evant.ki  icai.  Lutheran  Church. 
— This  church,  on  Fourth  avenue,  corner  PYank- 
lin  street,  was  organized  in  1854.  William  A. 
Frcy,  Pastor. 

St.  Paui/s  Evangelical  Chukch,  Western  ave- 
nue, near  Lexington.  Rev.  G.  P'r.  Stutz,  Pastor. 
The  congregation  .separated  from  the  First  Lu- 
theran when  services  there  were  lield  in  ICnglish. 
The  former  place  of  worship  was  on  State  street, 
now  the  Law  Schfiol.  Moved  into  the  present 
church  in  1872.     Number  of  families,  1  58. 

St.  John's  Evangelical  Church  is  located  on 
Central  avenue.  Rev.  Ernest  IIofTman  is  Pastor. 
It  was  organized  in  1857;  building  erected  in  1859, 
when  the  present  Pastor  was  installed.  Families, 
130. 

Trinity  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
is  located  at  58  Alexander  street.  Rev.  Conrad 
Kuehn  is  Pastor. 


Church  oe  the  I'.v.wgelic \l  (German")  As'^ocr\- 
TION  was  incorponited  in  1647.  Fust  nice  ting- 
house  on  Grand  :3ticet;  al'terwards  Comer  Clinton 
and  Nucella  streets;  [iresent  church  erected  in 
1869,  on  the  south  side  of  F^iin  street,  between 
Grand  and  Phdip  streets.  I'astors:  Jdlui  Wagner, 
185  I ;  Levi  Jacobi,  1852  -59;  Augustus  Spies,  1S62; 
William  i\Iintz,  1 863-64;  [lenrv  ImsIut,  1866-68; 
Charles  Schoepfle,  1 870-7 1 ;  .\lbert  Uniioltz.  1872  - 
74;  J.  Siegri;;t,  1875  77;  M  \.i\i(.h,  t'';'-'  A. 
Schlcnk,  18S1-83;  lacr.I>  F.berling,  1.SS3  ;.iprcseiU. 
time. 

HEBREWS. 

There  are  about  3,0C)0  Hebrews  in  this  citv, 
most  of  tiiem  (jermans,  althviugii  a  lew  ot  them  are 
Bohemians,  a  few  Poles,  and  a  few  French.  With 


the  exception  of  the  limited  number  who  M'orship 
at  Beth  J^l  Jacob  in  Fulton  street,  they  are  mostly 
the  Reformed  Jews,  that  is,  they  conform  in  most 
things  to  the  ideas  of  the  present  age,  observing, 
however,  the  rite  of  circumcision,  the  day  of  atone- 
ment, and  most  of  them  are  careful  to  cat  no  pork, 
nor  any  meat  not  killed  in  the  Jewish  method.  As 
citizens  they  are  very  orderly,  the  appearance  of 
one  in  the  Police  Court  being  an  unusual  sight. 
They  care  for  their  own  poor,  and  among  them- 
selves are  very  sociable  and  domestic  in  iheir 
habits. 

Anshe  Emeth,  South  Pearl  street,  opposite 
Herkimer.  Rev.  Max  Schlesinger,  Pastor,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1S64.  This  is  the  largest 
and  handsomest  Flebrew  place  of  worship  in  the 
citv.  'I'hc  society  was  organized  in  11850,  with  Dr. 
Isaac  M.  Wise  as  Rabl^i,  and  now  embraces  about 
150  lamilies.  Services  held  here  consist  of  prayers, 
reading  of  the  law,  music  and  sermon,  the  latter  in 
English  or  German,  the  prayers  and  readings  in 
Hebrew.    A  Sunday-school  is  held  on  Sunday. 

Beth  El,  South  Ferry  street,  corner  of  Frank- 
lin. Rev.  Adolph  Friedmann,  Pastor.  Partially 
organized  in  11332,  liut  did  not  take  die  name  till 
1838,  when  a  building  was  procurred  on  Herkimer 
street.  The  society  is,  therefore,  the  oldest  of  the 
sect  in  this  city.  It  was  without  a  rabbi  till  1054, 
when  Samj.ison  Falk  olliciated  as  such.  In  1S64 
the  South  Ferry  street  Islethodist  Church  was 
bought,  dedicated  january  20,  ib'65,  and  has  since 
served  them  as  a  synagogue.  They  were  consii_ler- 
ed  as  orthodox,  till,  under  the  ministration  of  Rev. 
Louis  A.  Son,  Uiey  adopted  the  Minhag  ritual  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Wise. 

Beth  El  Jacob. — The  synagogue  of  the  ortho- 
dox jews,  in  Fulton  street,  above  IMadison  avenue. 
Rev.  — — ■  Destillalor,  Pastor.  This  society  is  very 
small,  but  the  traditions  of  the  race  are  observed 
here  more  carefully  than  elsewhere.  The  women 
sit  apart  from  the  men,  and  each  member,  during 
the  service,  wears  around  his  neck  a  woollen  scarf 
called  die  Talitth. 

LIBERAL. 

The  Alb.vnv  Liberal  Association  was  organized 
August  5,  1877.  It  now  occupies  the  Hall,  No.  6y 
North  Pearl  street.  Sunda\-:\.liool,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mrs.  lliohan,  at  two  o'clock,  followed  by 
anv  business  malteis  reiaiing  to  the  association, 
and  also  the  discussion  of  any  appropriate  subject 
that  may  be  olfered.  The  regular  lectures  and 
their  criticism,  if  any,are  helil  at  half-past  7  o'clock, 
every  Sunday  evening,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President 

'I'lie  first  meeting  was  held  at  the  tiouse  of 
I'hoHias  Dugaii,  allcnde.l  b\  t;'u  vniiv]  nieu  lib- 
eral views.  Shortly  aftrr  a  jiul'lic  meeting  wa.s 
held  at  Laventall  Hall,  and  a  Fieetliought  Liberal 
Association  organized  with  1 1  members.  John 
Lomax  was  elected  Presi'.ient. 

In  the  }ear  1829, a  pajier  called  die  Free  Enquirer 
was  published  b\'  Miss  Faiiu)'  W  right  and  Robert 
Dale  Uwen  in  New  York  City. 
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About  this  time  it  is  understood  that  Abner 
Kneeland,  of  ]3oston,  and  Miss  Fanny  Wriglit  gave 
lectures  in  Aibanv,  and  thai  their  publications  were 
read  here.  Amonj;;  the  leaders  in  the  liberal  move- 
ment at  that  time  vs'as  Julius  Rubens  Ames,  the 
painter.  ]5ut  Hide  success  followed  the  effort,  as 
Mr.  Owen  went  to  the  Western  States  and  IMiss 
Wriglit  to  Europe. 

In  1840,,  Judge  Tliomas  Hertill,of  New  York,  an 
avowed  Liberal,  while  here  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  with  Mr.  John  Prest,  I\Ir.  J.  Austin, 
Mr.  M.  lirovvn,  and  several  others,  attempted  an 
organization  which  failed  to  meet  their  expectations. 
Since  this,  no  successhd  attempt  at  organization  of 
an  association  was  made  before  the  one  now  exist- 
ing. Among  the  prominent  Liberals  are  many  in- 
telliccnt,  well-known  citizens.  Thcv  hold  stated 
meetings  for  discussion  and  for  instruction  on  Sun- 
days in  some  rented  hall.  IMost  of  them  belong 
to  the  class  of  Freethinkers  called  Agnostics 

Its  presidents,  since  Mr.  Lomax,  have  been 
Judge  E.  P.  Hulbert,  Mr.  Ilenncssy,  Joseph  Mc- 
Donough,  Adam  Strcver,  William  IT.  Williams, 
John  McCabc. 

LUTHERAN. 

First  Lui  hekax  Cui  kch. — Lutherans  aie  spoken 
of  in  Albany  in  1644,  although  the  ])recisc  date  of 
their  establishment  is  unknown.  They  received 
much  opposition  ironi  the  early  Reformed  Church. 
They  were  the  second  church  organization  in  point 
of  time  in  the  city,  ^nd  the  oldest  Lutheran  con- 
gregation in  America.  With  the  exception  of  the 
First  Lutheran  Church,  the  Lutheran  Churches  in 
this  city  arc  German.  'I  he  lirst  edifice  was  built 
in  1668  or  1670,  on  the  site  of  tlie  piresent  City 
Building,  South  Pearl  street,  and  was  paid  for,  the 
old  record  says,  the  first  penny  and  the  last.  The 
first  minister  was  Rev.  )i.>hannes  ]'\ibntius.  'J"hc 
F.piscopalians  worshii)ed  in  thisciuircii  part  of  the 
day  in  1714,  and  in  i  784-86  tiie  two  congregations 
had  a  minister  in  eomniDii.  The  society  was  incor- 
porated in  1784,  and  in  1787,  another  church  was 
built  on  the  i\-arl  street  lot  in  the  center  of  the  pres- 
ent street.  In  i8j6,  a  third  church,  40  x  60,  was 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  present  edifice,  and  cost 
$25,000;  Philii)  Hooker,  architect.  The  cliurch 
owned  real  estate,  bounded  by  Eagle,  Lancaster, 
Hawk  and  State  si  reels,  upon  which  they  erected 
houses.  In  1S4  3,  Rev.  Henry  N.  Poiihn  in,  I).  D. , 
became  I'astor,  and  in  1868  was  followed  Liy  I\ev. 
Samuel  Sprechcr,  J  'uiing  his  pastorate,  in  1871, 
the  present  church  ediiice  was  erected.  It  is  69  x  1  26 
feet,  and  cost  S'^5,ooo,  exclusive  of  the  ground. 
In  1872  the  Rev.  Irving  i\l,igec,  D. D. ,  took  charge 
and  remained  with  ;.u,  cess  unlil  September,  1S83. 
The  church  was  then  witln.iul  a  Pasu.>r  Uiitil  T'Vbru- 
ary  17,  1884,  v\hcn  the  Rev.  George  W.  Miller, 
from  Plymoutli,  (Jhio,  took  charge.  In  1873  the 
parsonage  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  about  $10,000. 
During  the  earlier  years  no  record  of  the  mend>ers 
was  kejit.  There  have  been,  iiowever,  enrolled  uj) 
to  the  present  time  1,224  members;  present  num- 
ber entitled  to  conrmunion,  33S. 


MF/JTIODIST. 

Somedme  in  the  years  i  765-66,  Captain  Thomas 
Webb,  of  the  British  Army,  was  stationed  in  Al- 
bany in  charge  of  the  military  post  as  Harrack- 
master.  He  had  been  converted  in  ]5alh,  in  Eng- 
land, joined  the  Methodists  and  labored  as  a  lay 
preacher.  Lie  is  said  to  have  maintained  family 
prayer,  at  which  his  neighbors  were  sometimes 
present,  and  also  preaclied  in  the  public  streets. 
In  February,  1767,  he  was  in  New  York,  and  im- 
mediately entered  upon  cvangelislic  labors  there 
and  on  Long  Island  and  in  New  Jeisey.  That  he 
never  returned  to  Aibanv,  we  infer  he  lelt  the  lime 
was  not  yet  favorable  fur  Methodism  here.  Late 
in  the  autumn  of  1788,  Methodism  came  to  Al- 
bany to  stay;  but  for  years  was  a  very  feeble  plant. 

The  pioneer  preacher  in  this  work  was  Rev. 
FVeeborn  Ciarretson,  a  native  of  Maryland,  a  man 
of  gentle  birth,  of  some  financial  means,  and  until 
he  emancipated  diem,  a  holder  of  slaves.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  Methodist  preachers  of  Amer- 
ican birth.  It  was  now  twenty-two  years  since  the 
first  Methodist  sermon  had  been  preached  in  Amer- 
ica. This  was  in  New  York,  and  for  reasons  that 
we  do  not  now  consider,  the  work  had  spread 
mostly  to  the  south  from  that  city.  Francis  As- 
bury  had  joined  those  who  were  laboring  in  this 
work  in  1771;  and  when  the  scattered  societies  of 
Alethodists  were  organized  into  a  church,  in  De- 
cember 1784,  he  was  elected  Bishop.  In  the 
spring  of  1788,  Mr.  Garretson  came  to  New  York, 
and  with  the  other  preachers  entered  into  a  work 
of  revival  that  was  sjircading  north  through  West- 
chester County. 

Mr.  Garretson  was  assigned  to  this  district  with 
a  band  of  young  men,  whom  he  sent  out  to 
find  fields  of  labor,  himself  pa.ssing  over  the  whole 
territory  once  in  every  three  months,  and  putting 
in  his  own  labor  where  it  seemed  most  needed. 

To  both  the  Bishop  and  i\Ir.  Garretson,  to  make 
Albany  a  strong  point,  seemed  eminently  desirable 
Fie  readily  obtained  the  privilege  of  jjreaching  in 
the  City  Hall.  It  is  not  strange  that  the  resident 
clergy  shoulil  look  with  disfavor  u[)on  this  effort  to 
introduce  what  they  accounted  another  gos])''!,  nor 
that  the  peoj)lo  generally  svmi)athized  wiili  them. 

I  The  doj^mas  of  Calvinism  had  come  with  the  first 

i  settlers  horn  tl.c  ir  Holland  In -me,  and  the  curroit 
theological  litcratuce  antl  conversation  were  all  ca^t 
in  that  mold.  It  was  not  until  July  of  the  next  year 
(1789),  that  he  succeeded  in  gathering  anv  c^n- 
verts.  On  the  istof  )ul\  he  writes:  "Albany  still 
appears  to  be  a  pvoi'  place  for  Methoilisin. ''  He 
had  preached  in  the  City  Flail.  The  next  day,  at 
an  hour  by  sun,  he  met  a  few  friends  in  a  private 
house  and  joined  them  into  a  societv  under  the 

j  Methodist  di."-.cipliiu'.  in  the  evening  he  |ireached 
again  in  the  City  Hall. 

The  building  of  a  Flouse  of  \\'orship  was  ac- 
complished in  the  next  two  years.  It  was  built 
and  is  still  standing  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  North  Pearl  and  ( irange  streets.  As  late  as 
1S70  there  was  an  old  man  in  the  city  whose  pa- 

!  rents  were  interested  m  building  the  house,  and 
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remembered  the  people  cutting  and  liewini,^  the 
timbers  for  the  frame. 

J3y  a  record  in  the  oHice  of  the  County  Clerk,  we 
learn  the  church  was  incorporated  under  a  general 
Act  of  the  Legislature  in  1784,  as  tlie  Method  st 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  City  of  All)a7iy.  The 
following  names  appear  as  the  first  Jicard  nf 
Trustees,  elected  in  June,  1792: 

John  Bloodgood,  Abraham  l^llison,  Isaac  Law- 
son,  Elisha  Johnson,  William  Fradcnburgli,  Na- 
thaniel Ames,  Calvin  Chessman. 

Slill  another  record  is  worth  preserving.  After 
a  new  house  was  built  on  Division  street,  in  1S12, 
the  old  house  was  for  a  time  occupied  by  the 
Baptists,  and  finally,  in  1822,  sold  to  the  Scotch 
Presbyterians. 

The  first  preacher  stationed  in  Albany,  when  it 
was  taken  from  the  circuit,  was  Joel  Ketcham,  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  poj)ular  address.  David 
Buck  followed  for  one  year.  Then  Cyrus  Stebbins 
four  years  successively;  William  Pha'bus,  a  man 
of  culture,  1806-7;  Truman  Bishop,  i8c8;  Daniel 
Notrander,  1809-10;  Lewis  Pease,  t  811;  v'^amuel 
Merwin  181  2-13. 

In  1 81 3  a  portion  of  the  members  wished  to  es- 
tablish a  Sabbath-school.  But  the  older  members 
thought  it  would  be  breaking  the  Sabbath.  They 
compromised  by  getting  tracts  printed  and  circu- 
lating then  among  the  people.  A  leading  s])irit  in 
this  was  a  Scotchman  of  the  name  of  Balan- 
tine,  a  school  teacher.  E.  &  E.  Ilosford,  a  leading 
printing-house  in  the  city,  printed  tracts  for  these 
zealous  Methodists  before  the  American  Tract  So- 
ciety had  an  existence.  They  were  mostly  Wesley's 
Tracts. 

But  what  these  men  failed  to  do,  a  woman  ac- 
complislied.  In  1816  a  Methodist  lady  had  a 
select  school  in  the  city  for  young  misses,  and 
added  to  her  labors  by  establishing  a  Sabbath- 
school,  the  first  in  the  t  ity. 

The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  the 
membership  from  1797,  when  first  reported  separ- 
arately  from  tlie  circuits; 
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It  was  matter  of  g'eat  encourai,;einent, 
long  period  of  weakness,  tint  in  i8ri 
pear  to  have  luriii:'.!  th.c  corner  of  one  hundred, 
never  again  to  fill  bcf^-.v  that  number.  This  led  to 
a  new  enterprise — seeking  a  more  eligible  situation 
for  their  house  of  v.'orship.  Jn  February,  1 81 
they  purchased  two  lots  upon  the  south  side  of 
Division  street,  a  fov  doms  bidow  South  I'.Mrl. 
When  they  built  u[i>.u  N\.>rth  I'c.ul  .siieot,  om;  l<-i, 
with  a  front  of  a  lew  inches  ovci'  tliiil.\'  R-i't,  an- 
swered their  i^urpose;  now  tiie_\'  buy  two  lots. 

Mr.  Upfold,  who  was  not  a  I\l(.tliodist — prob- 
ably an  Episcopalian — opened  liis  house  as  the 
heaikjuarters  of  their  evangelistic  laiiors.  It  was 
in  his  house — a  school-room  in  which  he  and  his 
wife  taught  school — that  Mrs.  Bockimr,  with  their 


aid,  instituted  the  first  Sabbath-school  in  Albanv. 
Here  too,  and  by  Mrs.  Booking,  was  inaugurated 
the  first  effort  for  the  moral  and  intellectual  eleva- 
tion of  the  children  and  youth  of  Afiican  descent. 
I'hese  left  AlLau}-  in  the  course  of  ten  or  fifteen 
years. 

The  church  on  I^ivision  street  was  opened  for 
public  worship  in  1S13. 

Bishop  A>.bur_v  held  a  session  of  the  New  York 
Conference  in  June,  1812.  He  preached,  as  re- 
corded in  iiis  journal,  in  the  old  church,  and  made 
an  address  on  the  spot  designated  for  the  new 
church.  In  18 15  he  held  another  conference  here, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Conference,  he  preached 
a  funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Coke,  who, 
on  his  way  to  establish  a  mission  on  the  Island  of 
Ceylon,  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 
An  aged  lady  in  this  cit}',  born  in  1801,  remembers 
this  sermon,  and  adds  that  the  church  was  appro- 
priately draped  for  the  occasion. 

The  membership  in  1813  numbered  153  whites 
and  16  blacks.  For  the  next  twelve  years  it  fluc- 
tuated between  this  and  215  whites,  25  blacks; 
but  fell  off  over  50  the  next  \  car.  It  should  be 
observed  that  in  those  _\  ears,  and  until  1847,  proba- 
tioners were  numl)ered  with  those  in  full  meniber- 
shi[).  Consequently,  under  the  labors  of  an  inju- 
dicious and  sensational  Pastor,  the  numbers  were 
swelled,  only  to  be  reduced  again  when  the  excite- 
ment passed.    After  1823  it  never  fell  below  200. 

The  prejudice  continued,  Methodist  preachers  be- 
ing regarded  as  intruders.  Aside  from  viewing  their 
doctrines  as  erroneous,  they  were  mostly  unedu- 
cated in  the  classics  and  what  pertained  to  a  liberal 
education.  But  there  were  those  among  them, 
men  without  a  college  training,  whose  solid  ac- 
quirements made  them  the  peers  of  any  in  the 
ministry  of  other  churches.  Dr.  William  I'hoebus, 
Daniel  Ostrander,  and  Samuel  Mcrwin  were  men 
who  would  command  the  respect  of  any  who  formed 
their  acquaintance.  In  1822-  25,  Pbiueas  Rice,  a 
man  of  marked  ability,  and  withal  eccentric,  was 
the  Pastor. 

An  occurrence  in  1S21  is  remembered  with  in- 
terest. The  gifted  Summerfield,  of  overwhelming 
popularity,  came  to  the  aid  of  the  church  in  their 
financial  troubles.  He  preached  in  the  Methodist 
E'piscopa!  Church,  and  raised  a  collection  of  ,$95.  i  2: 
?n  the  evening  in  St.  I'etcr's  T'^piscojial  Church,  and 
raised  $S8. 

.For  the  next  twenty-five  years,  tlie  country  at 
large  and  the  churches  generally  were  })as.-;ing 
through  cominotidiis,  arising  from  various  sources: 
and  staid  as  has  been  the  t}  pe  of  Albany  I\Ieth- 
odism,  it  could  i.ot  escape  partrking  of  the  com- 
mon excitement. 

Tn  rS?.^  the  ni'/nihci ship  hatl  ri 
her  (M  372  white: 
abnost  all  othtr 
In  Jul)-,  1829,  a  notice  appeared  in  the  public  pa- 
])ers  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Church 
would  at  such  a  tune  rent  the  seats  in  their  House 
of  Worship.  This  gave  great  dissatisfaction,  and  a 
very  considerable  minority  at  once  withdrew,  and 
rented  a  public  hall  on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and 


■aoh'^l  the  num- 
;  and  25  l.'lack.s.  Hitherto,  ,in  m 
churches,  thev  had  free  Sllli^•'^. 
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Columbia  streets.  They  invited  preaching  from 
the  adjacent  Watervlict  Circuit,  and  took  their 
membership  there  for  the  time'  being.  The  col- 
ored members  aj)pear  mosily  to  have  gone  to  the 
African  .Metliodists.  'J'he  new  congregaiitm  took 
about  I  50  whites. 

In  February  they  purchased  a  large  building  on 
the  east  side  of  Pearl  street,  not  far  from  the  place 
they  were  occupying.  It  had  been  used  for  a  cir- 
cus, and  was  readily  fitted  for  its  new  use.  At  the 
ensuing  session  of  the  New  York  Conference,  two 
churches  in  Albany — the  First,  and  Garretson  Sta- 
tion-— were  su])ph'ed  with  able  Pastors. 

In  the  month  of  August,  in  the  ordinary  morn- 
ing service  in  the  new  church,  a  powerful  work  of 
revival  began.  It  spread,  not  only  to  the  other 
Methodist  Church,  but  throughout  the  city,  especi- 
ally in  the  northern  part.  At  the  end  of  two  years, 
the  numbers  were:  for  the  First  Church,  434  mem- 
bers; for  the  second,  445. 

Tlie  absence  of  colored  members  is  accountetl 
for  by  this— that  a  few  years  previous,  in  1822,  a 
church  for  this  class,  the  African  M.  E.  Church, 
had  been  (organized. 

At  the  session  of  the  conference  in  1834  a  third 
church  was  recognized  —  the  Weslcyan  Chapel. 
This,  in  its  leading  membership,  was  mainly  a  col- 
ony from  Garretson  Station.  Jkit  it  was  located  in 
the  south  part  of  the  city,  and  would  naturally 
draw  from  the  First  Church  also.  It  embraced 
mostly  the  anti-slavery  element  in  the  churches. 

In  1835,  the  members  numbered  respective)}', 
for  the  First  Church,  440;  Garretson  Station,  435; 
Weslcyan  Church,  214.  Another  church  enter- 
■  prise  now  received  the  sanction  of  the  conference 
as  the  West  Station.  This  gave  four  churches,  well 
arranged,  to  supi)ly  the  city  witii  this  form  of 
Christianity. 

The  Primitive  Methodists  had  a  small  House  of 
Worship  on  State  street,  above  the  Capitol.  Get- 
ting into  difliculty  among  themselves,  they  became 
demoralized  and  offered  their  house  for  sale.  Some 
members  of  the  r)ivision  street  and  Garret.son  Sta- 
tion Churches,  believing  a  congregation  could  be 
sustained  there  with  profit,  secured  the  jiroperty. 
Rev.  Lewis  Pease  was  employed  as  a  temporary 
supply.  At  the  conference  a  Pastor  was  appointed 
who  organized  the  clunch. 

Among  those  who  niuvuil  in  this  inatUr,  n  uncd 
with  special  interest  by  survivors,  arc  Thomas  Coul- 
son  and  wife,  a  lady  ol  remarkable  piet}':  l>r.  ],. 
B.  Gregory;  Hdmund  IViril  ;  John  Sager. 

For  a  time  the  growili  of  this  was  gi'adual,  but 
healthy.  Urrder  a  Pastor  of  remarkable  pulpit 
ability,  in  184  i  thoyfuund  themselves  straitened  for 
room.  It  was  now  proposed  to  seek  a  more  eli- 
gible site  and  build  anew.  They  sclecteil  a  corner 
of  Washington  and  Swan  sin:cis,  ami  jn'ocee.Jcii  at 
once  to  purchase  and  plan  for  building.  \\\\\\ 
some  parade  the  corner-stone  was  laid  b\-  Dr. 
Sprague,  the  leading  Presli}  terian  Pastor  of  the 
city.  But  the  Pastor  was  more  efficient  as  a 
preacher,  than  wise  in  planning  and  e\ecuting  as  ;i 
financier.  I'he  conse(|uence  was  they  found  then\- 
selves  with  a  House  of  Worship  incumbered  with 


a  debt  for  which  there  was  al)Solutely  no  available 
provision.  'I'he  upshot  of  this  was  that  while  tlie 
city  was  growing  around  thern,  an  inviting  field  of 
labor,  their  embarrassments  iXMidcred  them  spiritu- 
ally weak,  and  at  the  same  time  tended  to  deter 
others  fixjin  joinirrg  them. 

In  1839,  just  before  the  session  of  the  conference, 
the  Weslcyan  Chapel  was  burned.  I'he  opposition 
to  the  anti-slavery  element  in  that  church,  and  the 
burden  of  a  heavy  debt,  operated  against  their 
rebuilding,  and  the  property  was  sold  for  the  debt. 
But  a  preacher  was  appointed  and  they  obtained 
the  use  of  a  house  that  had  been  used  by  the  Uni- 
versalists.  This  was  sold  in  j\lay,  1842,  and  the 
society  disbanded  on  Sabbath,  I\Iay  22d.  But  the 
very  ne.xt  Sabbath,  May  27th,  the  Sabbath-school 
teachers  gathered  their  school  in  a  little  room  on 
John  street,  determined  to  hold  the  ground.  Con- 
ference met  June  ist,  but  no  preacher  was  ap- 
pointed. At  that  conference  one  cjf  the  ministers, 
Charles  Devoe,  a  physician  as  well,  retired  from 
the  ministry  and  removetl  to  Albany  aird  became 
their  Pastor.  They  were  incorporated  as  the  I'erry 
Street  jM.  E.  Chur-ch,  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
erect  a  church,  which  was  dedicated  in  December 
following. 

In  the  midst  of  the  diliiculties  'Phornas  Schuyler 
connected  himself  with  the  church,  and  relieved  it 
of  financial  embarrassments. 

In  1843,  the  Divisitin  street  Church  found  their 
Plouse  of  Worship  insullicient,  and  sought  a  more 
eligible  situation  u]jon  Ikulson  street,  between 
Philip  and  Grand.  In  1843  ^''^y  removed  to  this 
new  edifice.  It  had  an  entrance  from  Plain  street 
as  well  as  from  Pludson,  and  a  commodious  pai'- 
sonage  was  erected  by  the  side  facing  on  that  street. 
In  the  winter  of  1865  extensive  improvements  were 
made,  rearranging  both  the  basement  and  the  audi- 
torium. 

Financial  embarrassments  grew  C)Ut  of  building 
and  repairing  that  oppressed  them  for  several  years. 

At  the  conference  of  1846  it  was  provided  to 
supply  a  secoird  preacher  R)r  Garretson  Station. 
'I'he  object  was  to  make  a  considerable  class  on 
Arbor  Hill  the  nucleus  of  another  congregation. 
'I'he  next  year  it  was  connected  with  the  West  Sta- 
tion, and  in  1848  it  was  made  a  separate  charge. 
This  ga\e  five  Methodist  churches,  ver\-  well  dis- 
tributed, to  supply  the  city. 

'I'lie  iiuctuations  of  tiie  numbers  of  the  members 
from  year  to  year  serve  to  some  extent  to  iiuiicate 
the  spiritual  condition  of  the  church.  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  the  numbers  from  1S29  to  1S48. 

  928 

iS-io  1,069 

1S41  1,074 

I1S42  1,072 

1*^13   ^.TS'*^ 

1S44  «>632 

 5,4S2 

 '.-74 

 1,261 


■  829. 
1830. 
1831 . 
1S32. 

i«.54 
>S35 


.  612 

,.  6SS 
..  879 
. .  6S2 
..  65.^ 
.  748 
.1,049 

1.S36  1,015 

1837   1,011 


18  ;S, 


1S46 
1847 
1S48 


1,141 


The  table  begins  with 
nrst  Pastors  left  in  uS^i. 


the  two  churches.  The 
'I'he  fallintr  olf  of  200  in 


1832  was  mostly  in  the  First  Church. 
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In  1834-35  we  seethe  effect  of  n  stimulus  c^ivcn 
to  the  work  by  the  two  new  churches.  The  deca- 
dence of  numbers  in  1839  '"^7  have  been  due  to  tlie 
efforts  to  drive  out  the  Aboliticjuists.  The  increase  that 
follows  was  due  to  the  Millcrile  excitement,  reach- 
ing its  hight  in  1843.  The  falling  off  of  five  hun- 
dred in  the  next  year  shosvs  how  utterly  wanting  in 
life  was  that  work.  This  was  mostly  in  the  Garrct- 
son  Station  Church,  and  it  is  possible  had  much 
to  do  in  shaping  the  subsequent  history  of  that 
church. 

Another  period  of  twenty-five  years  brings  us  to 
1873.  Until  1849,  in  reporting  the  numbers  of 
the  membership,  we  made  no  distinction  between 
the  probationers  and  the  members  in  full.  From 
that  date  we  report  them  se])arately,  but  for  cc)n- 
veniencc  they  arc  added  together  in  this  paper.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  for  twenty-five  years,  from  1823 
to  1848,  the  increase  was  926;  for  the  like  period 
from  1849      1873,  only  810. 

Perhaps  the  mast  notable  movement  of  general 
interest  in  this  period  is  this:  The  (iarrctson  Station, 
which  originated  in  a  protest  against  renting  seats, 
rebuilt  their  church  edifice  in  a  more  fashionable 
style  and  adoi)teil  that  mode  of  sittings. 

Another  event  of  general  interest  occurred  in 
1854;  this  was  the  organization  of  the  Alliany 
Methodist  Sund  iy-school  Union.  The  object  was 
to  secure  more  efficient  work  in  this  department  of 
labor,  and  also  to  sustain  Mission  Sunday-schools 
in  destitute  portions  of  the  city  and  vicinity. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  yeais,  mission  .schools 
were  planted  and  worked  with  a  good  deal  of  suc- 
cess at  these  points:  i.  The  Bowery,  on  Central 
avenue;  2,  West  Albany,  since  school-house,  near 
the  railroad  shops;  3,  South  ^Mission,  (iroesbeck- 
ville,  on  Benjamin  street;  4,  Bath;  and  5,  Kast  Al- 
bany, both  over  the  river.  Beside  these,  another 
at  the  corner  of  ?iIadi.son  avenue  and  Lark  street 
was  merged  into  the  Sunday-school  of  Trinity 
Church  when  that  was  established  in  1867. 

No.  1  was  for  years  worked  largely  by  rnembeis 
of  the  West  Station,  or  Washington  street  Church, 
and  was  a  feeder  to  that  church.  No.  2  became  a 
Union  School,  and  dien  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Presbyterians,  and  finally  developed  a  Presby- 
terian Church;  No.  3  has  continued  to  the  present 
a  Methodist  Mission  School;  No.  4  gave  rise  to 
the  Bath  Methodist  Ei»iscnpal  Church;  and  No.  5 
to  a  Congregaiicnal  Church. 

The  Uni(.)n,  in  l^uilding  and  ke(;i)ing  insured 
chapels  for  their  work,  and  in  repairs,  became  em- 
barrassed with  debts.  Added  to  this,  in  1868  it 
was  deemed  wise  to  employ  a  missionary. 

In  the  winter  of  1870,  under  the  labors  fjf  a  band 
of  zealous  laymen,  a  remarkable  work  c/f  revival 
was  carried  on  at  the  Central  avenue  Chapel.  The 
missionary,  under  diiection  of  the  iirtsidiiig  ILl.ltr, 
proceeded  to  leccivc  them  on  piobation.  U'lth  a 
number  of  members  of  the  diflerent  churches  who 
had  become  interested  in  the  work,  he  formed  them 
into  classes.  In  this  stale  of  thingh:,  at  the  ensuing 
conference  another  missionary  was  appointed  with 
a  special  charge  over  this  congregation.  Of  some 
123  of  these  converts,  about  forty  graduated  into 


full  meml)ershi[)  in  the  church.  .\t  the  close  of  the 
first  pastorate  in  1873,  there  were  ninety  members 
with  five  probationers,  and  a  showing  of  financial 
contributirms  that  compares  favorably  with  any 
church  in  the  city.  But  before  speaking  hirther  of 
this,  we  must  bring  up  the  history  of  the  West  Sta- 
tion, or  Washington  street  ('hurch. 

We  find  this  church  in  1853  a  mission.  The  debt 
growing  out  of  die  manner  of  their  building  was 
resting  on  them.  The  next  year  the  Pastor  raised 
formissions  over  thirty  dollars,  and  still  more  the  en- 
suing year.  The  next  Pa.stor  doubled  the  collection 
for  missions  his  liist  year.  The  second,  the  church 
was  .self-supporting  and  the  missionary  collection 
$123;  the  church  was  lifted  out  of  financial  diffi- 
culty, and  it  has  since  continued  to  prosper.  In 
1866  they  secured  a  property  upon  the  corner  of 
Lark  and  Lancaster  streets,  and  in  1867  had 
erected  the  transept  of  a  large  and  conmiodifius 
church  facing  Lark  street.  The  transept  faces  Lan- 
caster street.  'I'his  they  occupied  until  able  to 
erect  the  main  i)uilding.  That  was  derlicated  in 
December,  1875.  Tlie  transept  furnislies  a  large 
room  for  prayer  meetings  and  Sabbath-school,  and 
smaller  rooms  for  various  purposes.  A  fine  parson- 
age adjc)ins  the  transept. 

In  1 88 1,  a  union  was  effected  between  the  two 
churches, Carretson  street  anrl  Central  avenue;  their 
property  placed  under  one  Board  of  Trustees;  and 
while  worshiping  for  a  time  .separately,  arrange- 
ments were  being  made  for  erecting  an  edifice  to 
bear  the  name  of  St.  Luke's.  1'hc  Sabbath-.school 
rooms  were  occupied  in  1883. 

For  ten  years  from  1855  a  kind  of  epidemic  pre- 
vailed—a sickly  fancy  for  forming  small  and  weak 
churches.    Abortive  efforts  had  a  tem[iorary  exist- 
ence which  need  no  particular  notice.  At  one  con- 
ference eight  ]>astors.  to  the  care  of  as  many  nomi- 
nally indcjjendent  churc  lies, were  ajijiointed;  several 
times,  six  or  seven.     In  1858,  the  Broadway  Mis- 
sion ajjpears  in  the  annual  minutes  of  the  Confer- 
ence appointments.     A  property  was  jiurchascd 
upon  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Lawrence  street. 
The  plan  was  to  build  facing  Broadway  with  a 
tran.sei)t  facing  Lawrence  street.    This  part  of  the 
plan  was  carried  out — the  erection  of  the  main 
building  failed.    '1  he  Arbor  Hill  Church  had  ele- 
ments that  did  not  adapt  themselves  to  the  work 
needed,  and  did  not  i)rospcr.    The  city  did  not 
I  grow  to  the  north,  aiu'  in  1S69  the  Broaduay  Mis- 
I  sion  and  the  Arbor  Hill  Church  were  united  under 
the  name  of  Ciracc  ("hurch.     A  If)t  was  obtained 
I  upon  Ten  Broeck  street,  between  Lumber  and 
I  Colonic  streets,  and  a  temporary  structure  of  wood 
was  erected.  Here  gortd  work  was  done  in  the  pul- 
'  pit,  in  social  meetings,  and  in  the  .Sabbath-scliool 
I  for  ten  years.    They  liad  not  intended  to  occiipv  it 
I  so  long,  but  a  debt  wa;.  upon  the  jnoperiy  which 
l)revente(.l  their  c.irrying  out  their  plans.  Instead 
of  a  house  in  the  center  of  a  spacious  plot,  they 
found  themselves  obliged  to  be  thankful  for  a  house 
!  less  showy  upon  liie  west  corner  f»f  the  plot,  while 
i  most  of  the  land  was  sold  in  lots  for  residences  to 
j  meet  their  in  lehtcilne.ss.    They  have  a  fine  parson- 
I  age  next  the  church  edifice. 
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After  the  erection  of  the  Hudson  street  Church, 
two  others  by  tlic  Presbyterians  and  the  J5aptists 
were  erected  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  As  time 
rolled  on  and  business  establishments  crowded 
them,  both  the  Methodists  and  Prcsln  tcrians  began 
to  think  of  a  chani,'e  of  location.  At  length  the 
latter  decided  to  remove,  and  began  the  erection  of 
a  house  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Park.  To 
outsiders  it  was  obvious  now  ihat  the  Methodists 
ought  to  continue  in  that  vicinity.  Their  own 
building  was  seriously  defective;  at  the  same  time 
the  location  was  far  better  for  business.  Wisely  the 
Methodists  accepted  the  offer  to  purchase  the  Pres- 
byterian's house,  and  offered  their  own  for  sale. 
The  edilice  is  uncommonly  well  built;  the  auditor- 
ium large  and  commodious.  A  parsonage  is  erected 
beside  the  church. 

The  Ferry  street  Church  relieved  fronr  its  embar- 
rassments, enjoyed  a  steady,  healthy  growth.  In 
1863  it  was  thought  a  change  of  location  and  a 
better  House  of  Worship  would  conduce  to  greater 
usefulness.  Accordingly,  the  present  Ash  Grove 
Church  was  erected  upon  the  corner  of  Westerlo  and 
(irand  streets.  It  is  beautifully  situated,  with  a 
commodious  parsonage  beside  it.  The  open  space 
between  the  edifice  and  the  corner  of  the  streets 
has  a  very  pleasant  effect,  adding  to  the  beauty  of 
the  situation. 

Table  shov/ing  the  numbers  of  members  and  pro- 
bationers for  thirty-seven  years,  from  1849  to  18S5: 


18^9.. 
1850., 
1851., 
1852.. 

1853-. 
1854. . 
1855. . 
1856.. 
1857.. 
1858.. 
1859.. 
i860.. 
1S61.. 
1862. . 
1863.. 
1864.. 
1865.. 
1866.. 
1867.. 


.1,055 


1868. 
1S69. 
1870. 
1871. 
1S72. 

iS73- 
1S74. 


■  •1,923 
..1,843 
..2,085 
•  ■1,834 
.1,986 
..1,951 
•1-735 


1875  1,886 

1876  '-855 


1S77. 
1878. 
1S79. 
18S0. 
1881. 
18S2. 
1S83. 
1884. 
18S5. 


.1,99s 
.2,058 
.1,89, 
.1,052 

•1.771 
.1,886 

.1,796 
.l,6gi 
.1,710 


lh,- 


....  915 
....1,171 

.  .  ..1,095 
 1,112 

■  ■  ..1,513 
 1,408 

.  .  :.i,464 
..  ..1,456 
....1,574 
 1,692 

.  •  .•'>S57 
....1,702 
....1,538 
. . .  .1,605 

•  .  ..1,530 

 1,708 

. .  ..1,708 

While  the  inembersliip  has  not  increased  in 
last  twelve  years,  but  really  decreased,  it  will  lie 
very  safe  to  say  they  have  not  depreciated  in  quality. 

The  Methodists  ha\e  five  churches,  well  distrib- 
uted over  the  city.  Tlir\  have  many  debts  that  tax 
their  financial  ability  and  skill.  Put  this  may  be  a 
valuable  discii'/line.  They  are  liberal  in  the  su|>- 
port  of  their  I'astors,  and  are  not  unmindful  of  the 
calls  of  benevolence  for  the  support  of  missions  for 
the  foreign  field,  and  fur  the  destitute  in  our  o'.vu 
land. 

Thk  Fikst  PRFsiniKKi.vN  Church. — I'he  first  ec- 
clesiastical organization  in  Albany  was  the  First 
Reformed  (Dutch)  Church.  This  church  was 
largely  maintained  from  the  public  revenues  until 
the  Briti.sh  occupatioi\  in  1664,  and  was  slow  to 
recognize  the  rights  of  kA\\^x  Chri.stian  denomi- 


nations. The  second  church  organization  in  the 
city  was  the  Lutheran.  The  people  of  this  belief  at 
first  were  barely  tolerated  here.  They  were  com- 
pelled to  have  their  chiUlren  baptized  in  the  Dutch 
Church,  and  declare  their  belief  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Synod  of  Dort,  contrary  to  their  convictions. 
They  were  permitted  to  worship  in  their  own 
houses,  although  denied  the  privilege  of  assembling 
in  a  public  way.  Some  time  within  the  ])eriod 
1664-69,  a  church  was  erected.  The  third  church 
society  was  that  of  St.  Peter's  I'.piscopal  Church, 
founded,  alter  several  years  of  missionary  work,  in 
1727.  The  fourth  was  Presbyterian,  and  was 
organized  in  1762,  although  from  June,  1760,  there 
was  preaching  by  supplies  Avhich  had  been  sent  by 
the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  to  minister 
to  the  peo[)le  of  this  frith,  who  from  time  to  lime 
had  come  in  and  taken  up  their  residence  here. 
The  names  of  the  supplies  were  the  Revs.  Hector 
Alison,  Andrew  Bay,  William  Tennant,  Abraham 

Kettlctas,  Woodnifi',  John  Smith,  and  Aaron 

J\ichards.  A  lot  for  a  church  edifice  was  purchased 
in  1762  or  1763,  and  the  society  was  incorporated 
in  1763  by  a  deed  from  the  city  to  the  Trustees, 
being  virtually  an  official  incorporation  by  the  city. 
It  was  first  connected  with  the  Dutchess  County 
Presbytery,  organized  in  October,  1762.  In  1775, 
the  church  relation  was  transferred  to  the  Pres- 
b}'tery  of  New  York. 

In  1793,  the  relative  strength  of  all  the  churches 
in  Albany  was:  Dutch,  -(■";,-;  Presbyterian,  ^\^\ 
l""piscoi)alians,  -j-n;  Lutherans,  German  Calvinists 
and  ]\Iethodists  combined,  y„. 

Ministers  :  William  Hanna,  two  years;  Andrew 
Pay,  5  years,  176S-73;  John  McD(jnald,  10  years 
Pastor,  November,  I  785,  to  September,  1795;  David 
S.  Bogart,  Pastor,  January  to  August,  1797; 
I'^iiphalet  Notl,  6  years '  Pastor,  October,  1798-93; 
Jolm  1).  Romeyn,  D.  D. ,  4  years  Pastor,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1804-8;  William  Neill,  D.  D. ,  7  years  Pastor, 
September,  1S09-16;  Arthur  |.  Siansbury,  4^  years 
Pastor,  September,  1S17,  to  February,  1S21; 
Henry  R.  Weed,  D.  D. ,  7I  years  Pastor,  ]\Iay, 
1822,  to  November,  1829  ;  John  N.  Campbell, 
1).  D.,  34  years  Pastor,  June,  1830,  to  March,  1864; 
James  \\.  Ludlow,  D.  D.,  3  years  Pastor,  January, 
'1865,  to  November,  1868;  J.  McClusky  Blayn(;y, 
D.  1).,  io;[  ye.irs  Pastor,  May,  1S69,  to  I'\-bru- 
ary,  iSSo;  Walter  D.  Nicholas,'  Pastor,  September 

Chiiith  L.JiJifxs.- — J  he  first  cliurcii  edilice  was 
erected  in  1764,  on  a  lot  bounded  on  the  north  I.1) 
Beaver  street,  on  the  south  by  Iliul'-on  street,  on 
the  cast  by  William  street,  and  on  the  west  by 
Grand  street.  It  was  on  a  locality  know  as  Gallows 
hill,  reached  by  astiirway  winding  around  the  hill, 
and  was  a  wooden  structure  with  a  tower  and  spin^, 
the  t,'iwer  C"nt.iiin'ng  a  Ix'll.  Ilv.as  painted  red, 
fronted  the  east,  and  cost  .somewhat  oxer  $7,000. 

The  second  edilice  was  erected  in  1795-96,  and 
cost  about  $13,000.  It  was  on  South  Pearl  street; 
the  site  is  now  know  u  as  Beaver  Block.  It  was 
sold  to  the  Congregationalists  in  1850,  wdicn  the 
congregation  removed  to  their  third  church  edifice 
on  the  corner  of  Hudson  avenue  and  Philip  street.. 
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This  church  was  erected  during  tlie  years  1849  and 
1850,  on  a  lot  purchased  in  Sej)tember,  1847.  It 
was  first  opened  for  service  IVTarcli  10,  1850,  and 
was  a  model  church  for  the  time  of  its  erection, 
costing  about  $1 1 5,000.  In  1856,  a  lecture-room 
was  erected  adjoining  the  church,  which  was  also 
used  for  Sunday-school  purposes  In  the  year 
1884,  this  churcli  was  sold  to  the  First  Methodist 
Society  for  $25,000.  The  old  bell  and  organs  in 
the  church  and  session-house  were  reserved  from 
sale,  and  transferred  to  the  new  edifice. 

The  fourth  church  etlifice  was  erected  during  the 
years  1883  and  18S4,  on  the  corner  of  State  street, 
fronting  Washington  park.  \\'ith  a  session-house 
attached,  it  cost  the  society  ai)out  $110,000,  and  is 
a  very  tine  specimen  of  architecture.  The  first  ser- 
vice in  this  church  was  held  on  May  17,  1884. 

SF.coxn  Pkksbvterian  Church. — On  the  third 
Monday  in  July,  1S13,  the  subscribers  to  a  new 
church  edifice  met  and  appointed  Messrs.  James 
Kane,  John  L.  Winnc,  Joseph  l^usscll,  Nathaniel 
Davis  and  Roderick  Sedgwick  their  'JVustees,  of 
whom  Mr.  Kane  M-as  made  President  and  Mr. 
Russell,  'JVeasurer.  The  work  of  building  was 
immediately  commenced  and  the  house  was  open- 
ed for  worship  in  September,  18 15,  on  which  occa- 
sion the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Neill  (Pastor  o(  the  First 
Church)  preached.  In  the  same  month  Rev.  John 
Chester  was  called  to  the  pastoral  office  and  in- 
stalled on  the  following  Sth  of  November,  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Albany.  On  the  3tl  of  December 
the  congregation  elected  Messrs.  John  L.  Winne, 
John  Poiirdinan, Chester  Bulkley  and  Uriah  Marvin, 
their  ruling  elders.  The  first  meeting  of  the  session 
was  held  at  No.  8  Water  street,  December  11,  1815, 
at  the  lodgings  of  the  Pastor.  On  the  first  Sunday 
of  February,  18 16,  the  church  was  formally  gath- 
ered, and  the  first  annual  report  in  the  same  month 
showed  a  membership  of  45,  of  which  10  were  ad- 
mitted on  examination  and  35  on  certificate  from 
other  churches,  mostly  from  the  First  Presbyterian. 
The  church  rapidly  increased,  so  that  at  the  death 
of  Dr.  Chester,  January  12,  1829,  the  membership 
was  365.  A  session-house  of  ample  dimensions 
for  prayer  meetings,  lectures  and  Sunday-schools  is 
attached  to  the  church. 

Dr.  John  Chester  \va.^  the  eldest  son  oi  ('Mluncl 
John  Che.>ter,of  \\'elher.sfiel(l, Conn., and  was  boruin 
August,  1785.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  College, 
ordained  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. ,  installed  Pastor  of  j 
the  Presbyterian  Churcli  in  Hudson,  N.Y.,  in  1810, 
and  of  the  .Second  l'rcsb\  terian  Church  of  .\lbanv, 
November  8,  1815. 

Rev.  Edward  N.  Kirk,  I). D.,  preached  for  a 
short  time  as  supply,  but  a  radical  sermon  <>n  tem.- 
perance  having  given  oficn.se  to  some  members  of 
the  church,  he  Ijft  and  became  Pastr)r  of  the  Fuurth 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  was  greatly  pro,^|;ercd 
under  his  labors. 

The  second  Pastor  was  the  Kev.  William  Puell 
Sprague,  D.  D. ,  who  was  installed  m  18^9,  resigned 
in  1869,  and  died  on  Long  Island,  May  7,  1876, 
aged  eighty  years.     Mc  achieved  a  world-wide  1 
fame  by  his   able  and  long  ministry,  and    his  { 
great  literary  work,  -  'The  Annals  of  the  American  | 
a; 


Pul[)it,''  in  nine  large  octavo  volumes,  and  other 
writings. 

The  third  Pastor  was  Anson  Jutld  Upson,  D.  D., 
who  was  installed  October  23,  1870,  and  resigned 
May  26,  1880.  Peforc  coming  to  this  charge  he 
had  been  Professor  of  Logic,  Rhetoric  and  Klocu- 
tion  at  Hamilton  College.  L'pon  his  resignation  he 
accepted  a  call  to  a  professorship  in  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  in  Auburn,  N.  \. 

The  fourdi  and  present  Pastor  is  James  11.  F.cob, 
D.  D. ,  called  from  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Augusta,  ^le.,  who  was  installed  i\Iarch  15,  1S81. 

I'hird  Pkesbvteri.w  Chi  rch. — This  congrega- 
tion was  organized  in  18  17  by  a  union  of  a  number 
of  the  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  of  those  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church. 
'Phe  first  rneeting-house  was  on  Montgomery  street 
until  1S44,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Bethel  Society. 
'Phe  present  church  edifice  stood  on  Clinton  avenue 
and  North  Pearl  street,  was  dedicated  December  3, 
1845.  Pastors:  Hooper  Cumming,  1 8 1 7  -23 ;  Joseph 
Hufbert,  1823-24;  John  Alburtiss,  1825-28;  Will- 
iam H.  Williams,  1828-30;  William  Lochead, 
1831-33;  William  James,  1834-35;  I'.zra  A.  Hunt- 
ington, 1837-55;  Ebenezer  Halley,  1855-75;  Hor- 
ace C.  Stanton,  1877  to  present  time. 

'Phe  Fourth  Prksbvtfriax  Church  was  incor- 
porated December  i,  1828.  The  church  on  north 
side  of  Broadway  was  erected  in  1829  and  dedi- 
cated I\Iay  20,  1830.  It  was  taken  down  in  1865, 
and  the  present  edifice  erected  in  1866.  Pastors: 
Edward  N.  Kirk,  1829-35;  Edward  D.  Allen, 
1838-42;  .Samuel  W.Fisher,  1S43-46;  Benjamin  N. 
Martin,  1848-49;  H.  Mandcviile,  1850-54;  Sam- 
uel T.  Seelye,  1S55-63;  Henry  Darling,  1 864-8 1 ; 
Charles  Wood,  1881-86. 

Fifth  Preshvteri.xx  Cnuucir,  organized  in  1S31. 
I'"irst  meetings  held  in  City  Hall.  Pastor,  Alonzo 
Welton,  1832. 

Si.vFH  Presliyteki.w  Church. — Tiiis  church  had 
its  origin  in  a  prayer  meeting  in  December, 
1855,  in  a  small  room  in  No.  276  Lumber  street, 
now  called  Livingston  avenue.  In  October  of  the 
following  year  a  Sunda\'-school  was  organized. 
With  the  aid  of  individuals  of  the  Fourth  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  the  spring  of  1868,  Rev.  John 
R.  ^'oung  was  em{)loyed  as  a  mission.irv  to  I'orm 
a  church  organization.  He  icsignod,  and  Rev. 
Amos  Hammond  Dean  l>e!;Mn  his  labors  in  ^la}', 
i.S()9.  In  No\ ember,  i86(),  steps  weie  taken  to 
enter  into  a  formal  cluuch  (n-garnzation  and  erect 
a  House  of  Worship.  (Jn  December  8di  the  organ- 
ization was  completed,  with  65  names  upon  the 
roll  of  membership.  The  first  communion  service 
was  held  Deccnd)er  12,  1869,  and  at  a  meeting 
of  the  congregation,  l'"ebruary  25,  1870.  the  organ- 
ization adojited  the  name  of  ilic  Sixth  I'resin  terian 
Church  ol"  Albany.  I'he  (.iiuicli  iMinue  on  Second 
.street  was  completed  in  the  lall  of  1871  and  dedi- 
cated on  November  i  6th  of  triat  voar.  Pastors : 
'Phe  Rev.  Amos  H.  Dean  was  the  firsi  Pastor.  He 
was  installed  M.iy  5,  1S70,  and  atler  a  successful 
pastorate  resigned  in  June,  1873.  and  has  since 
i'cen  settled  in  churches  in  Johet  and  Monmouth, 
Illinois. 
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in  that  vicinity,  receiving  its  name  for  prcxiiTiily 
thereto.  This  biiii'ling  was  34  x  19,  and  cost  $32. 
In  1656,  a  new  edifice  was  erected  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  what  is  now  State  street  and  Broadway. 
The  dead  v.-erc  buried  under  this  churcli,  and  as 
late  as  1S52-53  coflins  were  exhumed.  In  1715 
a  new  building  was  erected  over  tliis  one^  and 
stood  For  ninety-one  years,  when  the  site  was  sold 
to  the  city  for  $5,000,  and  the  materials  worked 
into  the  Second  Church  on  Beaver  street.  The 
present  edifice  v/as  dedic.Ued  in  1799,  ^'^'^  '^^^ 
terior  has  been  inodified  three  times — in  1820, 
1850,  and  i860.  It  will  seat  1,200.  The  organ, 
with  3,000  pipes,  is  the  largest  in  the  city,  and 
cost  $12,000.  The  bell,  key  D  Hat,  weighs  3,656 
pounds.  'I'he  ministerial  succession  has  been  as 
follows:  Johannes  Mcgapolensis,  1642  to  1649;  Gid- 
eon Schaets,  1652-74;  ^Vm.  Niewenhuyscn,  1675; 
Godfriedus  Dellius,  1683-99;  Johannes  Pctrus  Nu- 
cella,  7699-1702;  Joliannos  Lydius,  1703-9;  Gual- 
terus  DuDois,  1710;  I'etrus  Van  Driessen,  1 71  2-39; 
Cornelius  Van  Schie,  1733-44;  Tlieodorus  Fre- 
linghuysen,  1746-60;  Kilardus  Westerlo,  1760-90; 
John  11.  Livingston,  1776;  John  Bassett,  17S7- 
1805;  John  B.  Johnson,  i 796-1 802;  John  M. 
Bradford,  1805-20;  William  l.inn,  1808;  John  De 
Witt,  1813-15;  John  Ludlow,  1823-33;  Thomas 
E.  Vermilje,  1835-39;  r^uncan  Kenncdv,  1841- 
55;  Kbenc/.er  i'.  Koi^ers,  (856-62;  Rufus  W.  Clark, 
1862-  83;  J.  Wilbur  Chapman,  1885. 

Second  Rki'ok.mkd  Church. — Until  1816,  tiiis 
church,  together  with  the  First,  constituted  the 
one  Collegiate  Dutch  Chuich  of  the  City  of  Albany. 
At  the  time  of  division  into  two  separate  bodies, 
there  were  two  Houses  of  Worship,  the  one  in  Xortli 
Pear!  street,  occu[iicd  by  die  First  Church,  the 
other  in  lioavcr  street,  which  was  sold  and  turiied 
into  a  market,  and  replaced,  in  1881,  by  the  elegant 
edifice  on  Madison  avenue,  corner  of  Swan  street. 
The  Beaver  street  building  was  at  lirst  styled  the 
South  Church,  but  al'terward  the  Middle  Dutch 
Church,  when  an  additional  structure  had  been 
erected  in  Ferry  street  for  a  third  organization. 
The  Pastors  in  collegiate  charge  at  the  time  of  sepa- 
ration were  Rev.  Drs.  John  M.  Bradford  and  John 
DeWitt,  of  whom  the  latter  became  die  tirst  sole 
Pastor  of  the  ;iew,  01  sccind,  congregation,  'i'he 
following  has  been  the  order  of  ministerial  suc- 
cession, vi.^. ;  John  De  Witt,  r.i.D.,  1S16-23;  Isaac 
N.  Ferris,  D.  D. ,  i8j4--6;  Isaac  N.  Wvckofi, 
D.D.,  i8^6-rK;  l..arhiin  Flmendorf,  D.D.,'1865- 
72;  Dwight  K.  B:uilctt,  D.  D.,  1874-81;  Wesley 
R.  Davis,  1882. 

Third  RF.roK.MKn  Ciutrch. — The  Third  Re- 
formed Church  V  as  organi;':cd  December  10, 
1834,  mainly  through  the  instrumentality  of  Rev. 
Isaac  I'erris,  D.  1). ,  Pastor  of  the  Second  R reformed 
Church,  then  worshipi'ig  in  Beavrr  strcci.  \\\  edi- 
fice was  immediately  erected  at  the  corner  of  Green 
and  South  Ferry  streets,  in  which  the  congregation 
still  worships,  and  which  remains  unchangcci,  with 
the  exception  of  such  repairs  as  have  been  made 
necessary  by  the  ravages  of  fire.  The  first  Pastor 
was  the  Rev.  Edwin  Holmes,  the  fatiier  of  the  pres- 
ent Pastor  of  the  State  street  Presbyterian  Churcii 


I  of  Albanv.  Amontr  its  otlier  Pastors  have  been 
Rev.  William  H.  Campbell,  D.I).,  LL.D.,  later 
Principal  of  the  A!l)any  Academy,  and  still  later 
Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  an^I  President  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege. Rev.  D.  Iv.-crt  Van  Slyke,  D.  D.  now  of 
Syracuse,  and  Rev.  Jeremiah  .'^earie,  now  of  New- 
burgh. 

Amid  the  movements  of  other  churches  to 
the  growing  parts  of  the  city,  the  Third  Reformed 
Church  has  stood  its  ground,  and  is  now  one 
of  tlie  very  few  English-speaking  Protestant  Churches 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  city.  It  has  seen 
many  hardships  and  struggles  in  later  years,  and 
many  changes  in  membership,  owing  to  the 
surging  away  from  it  of  the  tide  of  population, 
and  the  influx  of  new  comers.  Still  it  main- 
tains a  successful  existence.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  families  are  represented  in  its  congregation. 
It  has  an  enrollment  of  over  two  hundred  mem- 
bers, and  a  Sunday-school  with  an  attendance 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  scholars.  Its  contribu- 
tions to  religious  and  benevolent  purposes  outside 
of  its  own  requirements  are  not  inconsiderable. 

j  The  list  of  its  Pastors,  with  the  dates  of  their  min- 

j  istry,  is  as  follows: 

I  Edwin  Holmes,  1835-40;  W.  II.  [Miller,  1861- 
I  62;  Andrew  Yates,  1840-41;  William  liaile)-, 
i  1863-68;  William  II.  Campbell  1841-48:  Jere- 
j  miah.  Searle,  1868-71;  Rutgers  Van  Brunt,  1848- 
!  49;  Invert  Van  Slyke,  1871-72;  W.  W.  Holloway, 
I  1849-53;  1^-  Van  Doren,  1873-75;  Alexander 
j  Dickson,  1S53-60;  J.  B.  Campbell,  1876-83; 
i  lid  win  F.  See,  1883. 

I      TiiK  Fourth  RKFOR:*tEn  Church  (Germ.w)  on 
I  Schuyler  street,  below  South  Pearl,  was  organized 
in  1855.    The  first  Pastor  was  Rev.  II.  F.  Scimel- 
lendrussler,  who  remained  until  1864.     In  1865, 
the  present  Pastor,  Jacob  F.  Neef,  was  installed. 

The  HoLi.AXi)  Rr;EOR:MEn  Church  is  located  at 
153  Jay  street.     Rev.  II.  K.  Boer  is  Pastor. 

SPIRIl'UALISTS. 

1  The  spritualists  of  the  City  of  Albany  have  no 
j  formal  organization,  such  as  is  found  in  most  of 
i  the  large  cities  of  tlie  Cnited  States,  neither  have 
j  they  an}-  public  nail  for  holding  their  meetings. 
Of  late  wh<  ?i,  lecturers  on  spirit  [ihilosojiliy  and 
phenomena  have  vi-ited  this  city,  arrangement-^ 
j  have  beer,  made  v.ith  the  Liberals  for  the  use  of 
1  their  hall. 

Some  years  ago,  during  the  War  of  die  Rebel- 
lion, regular  lectures  were  given  each  Sunday,  in 
I  the  old  hall  in  Blount's  Building,  now  the  Globe 
i  Hotel,  and  Nettie  Colburn.  a  trance  speaker,  oc- 
cupied the  platform  fir  some  time. 

Without  fonnulaled  creed  or  organized  head,  its 
i  converts  are  mainh-  tliose  who  are  convinced  b\' 
I  the  evidence  of  their  senses  that  man  lives  beyond 
\  the  grave,  and  sometimes  returns  to  the  earth  and 
!  holds  scnsibh;  intercourse  widi  mortals,  ^lany 
:  may  be  found  in  all  the  organized  churches,  and  in 
!  every  class  of  society,  who  are  convinced  cif  the 
truths  of  modern  s])iritualisni,  and  cherish  its  com- 
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forting  doctrines,  wlio  arc  not  outspoken  in  their 
belief. 

UNITARIAN. 

The  Unitarians  have  no  regular  meeting-house 
in  Albany.  The  I'irst  Unitarian  Society  was  in- 
corporated in  1842.  Services  were  first  held  in 
the  Capitol  in  1830;  in  1843  JJlunt's  Building, 
corner  of  State  and  South  Pearl  streets:  afterwards 
in  Rechabitc  Hall,  on  State  street.  The  society 
purchased  the  Mediodist  Cliurch  on  Division  street, 
but  sold  it  in  1869.  The  following  Unitarian  Pas- 
tors have  been  stationed  here  at  the  periods  in- 
dicated: W.  IT.  Lord,  1844;  Henry  F.  Harrington, 
1845-47;  Orville  Dewey,  1849;  George  F.  Sim- 
mons, 1853-55;  A.  D.  Mayo,  1856-63;  Charles 
G.  Ames,  1865;  H.  C.  Leonard,  1866-68. 

UNIVER.SALLST. 

The  First  Universalist  Society  held  meetings  in 
Masonic  Lodge-rooms  on  Washington  street,  in 
1824.  I'^ected  a  church  on  Llerkinier  street  in 
1829,  and  another  church  on  Green  street  in  1833. 
At  a  later  date  owned  the  present  Law  School 
Building.  Pastors:  W.  S.  ]3alch,  1830;  Isaac  D. 
Williamson,  1830-37;  Stephen  R.  Smith,  1837- 
42;  S.  P>.  Britton,  1S42-43;  L.  11  INIason  1843- 
45;  S.  ]5.  Brittnn,  1846-47;  R.  P.  Amber,  1847- 
48;  W,  H.  Waggoner,  1848-50;  O.  D.  Miller, 
1851;  A.  A.  Thayer.  1852-54;  |.  F.  Pomfret, 
1858-59;  DeForrest  Porter,  1861;"  ],  IL  Hartwell 
and  C.  P.  McCarty  were  acting  Pastors  still  laler. 
At  present  there  is  no  regular  pastor,  no  church 
edifice.  Meetings  are  held  occasionallv  in  i)ublic 
halls. 

REV.  DR.  HENRY  NEWMAN  POHLMAN 

was  born  in  Albany  r»Iarch  8,  1800,  and  died 
here,  January  20,  1874.  His  ancestors  were  all 
German.  His  father,  Mr.  Daniel  Pohlman,  re- 
moved from  Philadelphia  in  early  life,  married  in 
Albany,  and  there  lived  with  his  wife,  honored  and 
respected,  to  an  advanced  age,  both  of  them  living 
and  dying  Christians  and  members  of  the  P-vangci- 
ical  Lutheran  Church,  into  which  tlicir  infent  son 
was  inducted  ijy  ba()tisn'].  Tlie  buy  grew  uj) 
amidst  the  sui rMundijigs  of  a  liuppy  (  liiistiin 
home,  confnining  his  baptismal  vows  early  in  life. 
'J'he  influence  of  his  sister,  Mr.s.  McClure,  a  de- 
voted Christian  woman,  his  own  earnest  desire  to 
do  good,  with  some  peculiar  circumstances  con- 
nected witli  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at 
the  time,  induced  him  to  devote  his  life  to  the 
gospel  ministry.  His  Pastor,  Rev.  F.  G.  Mayer, 
had  been  cme  of  tlie  active  agents  in  securing  the 
properl)' uf  die  Hariwick  Scuiinary,  in  iMd.  'Ihe 
subject  was  one  of  much  debate  and  iii.  small  ex- 
citement among  the  Lutherans  of  that  day.  The 
establishment  of  this  institution  was  a  great  event  in 
the  infant  church.  J'he  professor  of  the  seminary 
was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  Pohlman's.  'I'he  con- 
versations theie  heard  induced  Henry,  whilst  com- 
paratively a  lad,  to  place  liin\self  inidcr  the  guid- 


ance of  Rev.  Dr.  Hazelius,  thus  becoming  the  first 
student  in  the  first  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary 
intheL'nited  States;  and  10  his /i/wi/ ^/(//tvTie  clung 
through  life.  The  new  institution,  with  its  fine 
academical  department  and  the  great  reputation  of 
the  professor,  attracted  to  it  many  young  men  of  res- 
pectability preparing  for  different  professions.  This 
had  a  happy  influence  over  the  intellectual  growth 
of  the  young  theological  student,  who  held  an 
honorable  position  among  his  fellows  for  general 
erutlition.  and  always  occupied  the  front  rank  as  a 
debater  and  public  sjieaker,  a  distinction  which  he 
maintained  through  life.  Pie  grailuated  in  August, 
1820,  before  reaching  his  majority.  His  license 
was  not  conferred  until  the  following  INIarch.  'I'he 
services  took  place  in  St.  Peter's  Church,  Rhine- 
beck,  being  conducted  by  Rev.  Drs.  Quitman  and 
Wackerhagen.  In  the  following  May  he  was 
ordained  in  Christ  Church,  New  York.  When 
licensed,  he  had  a  call  to  two  small  churches, 
at  Saddle  River  and  Ramapo,  N.  J.,  whither  he 
immediately  proceeded.  But  a  more  important 
position  soon  presented  itself.'  Within  a  year  he 
took  charge  of  the  churches  in  Hunterdon  County, 
N.  J.,  over  which  he  presided  with  great  accept- 
ance for  twenty-one  years.  The  pastorate  was 
large,  three  churches  many  miles  apart,  isolated  and 
much  neglected,  making  many  heavy  deniamls  on 
the  young  man's  energies  and  robust  health.  Pie 
proved  equal  to  the  situation,  and  lived  to  see  his 
labors  productive  of  such  religious  development 
that  each  of  these  congreq;ilioiis  was  able  to  have 
its  own  pastor  and  to  give  him  a  more  liberal  sup- 
port than  was  originally  received  from  the  united 
[tastorate. 

'Phe  great  event  of  his  ministeiial  life  there  was 
a  remarkable  revival  of  religion,  which  occurred 
in  (iermantown  during  the  winter  of  1839  ^"'■^ 
1840.  He  had  labored  for  yeai's  under  much  dis- 
couragement. 'I'he  attendance  at  public  worship 
was  good,  the  Sabbath-school  flourishing,  and  the 
moral  tone  of  the  coniinunit)'  very  high.  No  in- 
toxicating liquor  was  sold  in  the  place.  It  was  a 
rare  thing  to  see  an  approach  to  the  desecration  of 
the  Sabbath.  New  Germantown  was  the  model  of 
a  small,  quiet,  inland  village.  But  there  were  few 
or  no  accessions  to  the  membeislii])  of  the  church. 
In  the  hope  of  quickening  the  congregation,  a  se- 
ries of  week-eM'U'ng  meetings  was  introduced.  The 
interest  incrca^Ml  ui  til  it  \v:is  necessary  to  hold 
meetings  m  the  day-time,  during  the  hours  of 
v  hich  all  places  of  business  were  closed.  The 
number  of  converts  grew  to  about  200,  of  whom 
140  united  with  tlie  Lutheran  Church,  wiiich  up  to 
that  time  had  ha.i  a  membershii)  of  but  eighty. 
'I'hat  revival  seems  to  have  been  the  lesult  of  seed 
long  and  faiilil'tdl)-  sown,  suddenly  blooming  into 
.1  rich  harvest.  Dr.  i  oiilnian  s  name  still  remains 
a  hc'usehold  word  in  that  community,  and  after  the 
lapse  of  thiit}'  years,  in  his  annual  visits,  he  was 
always  welcomed  as  a  father  returning  to  encourage 
his  spiritual  thildren. 

In  1843  he  felt  it  to  be  Ins  duty  to  leave  the 
lield  in  which  he  had  been  so  useful,  to  take  charge 
of  the  luangelical  Lutheran  F,bene;:er  Church  in 
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his  native  city.  He  had  then  arrived  at  the  full 
maturity  of  his  powers,  with  large  experience  and 
vigorous  health.  The  alTairs  of"  his  new  charge 
were  not  in  a  promising  condition.  The  House  of 
Wor.^hip  was  small,  and  many  of  the  members  wlio 
had  once  given  the  church  strength  had  strayed  off  to 
other  churches,  whose  pulpits  were  occupied  by  an 
array  of  talent  surpassed  by  that  of  few  cities  in  the 
land.  The  prospect  was  lar  from  hopefid.  Things 
improved,  but  with  varying  success ;  the  most 
earnest  eflbrts  did  not  bring  them  up  to  the  pastor's 
wishes  or  expectations.  Having  completed  the 
labors  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  with  the  weight 
of  advancing  years  pressing  upon  him,  he  retired 
from  the  pastoral  ofJjce,  but  not  to  a  life  of  inactiv- 
ity. Preaching  whenever  an  opportunity  was  pre- 
.sented, Continually  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 
Synod,  engaged  more  or  less  in  all  of  the  benevolent 
operations  ol  his  denomijiation, retaining  his  ph)-s- 
ical  and  mental  activity  to  the  end,  it  may  be  said 
that  he  died  in  the  harness. 

A  complete  history  of  Dr.  Pohlmans  career 
would  cover  that  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
United  States  for  the  last  half-century.  He  was 
with  it  id  its  infant  struggles,  and  lived  to  behold 
it  in  its  wonderful  development  and  increasing 
strength.  It  is  too  soon  to  write  out  the  history 
of  this  period  impartially.  At  the  time  of  his  ad- 
mission to  the  ministry,  the  General  Synod  had 
just  been  formed,  and  the  New  York  Ministerium, 
a  party  of  the  original  convention,  had  already 
withdrawn.  This  led  to  the  creation  of  two  parties 
in  the  JMinisterium,  resulting  in  the  formation  of 
Hartwick  Synod  in  1S30. 

The  Doctor,  with  a  few  other  friends  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  though  in  almost  a  hopeless  minority, 
decided  to  remain  with  the  Ministerium  and  abide 
the  issue.  Kindness,  conciliation  and  courtes^' 
secured  the  confulence  of  the  majority.  Ever\  thing 
moved  on  harmoniously,  until  in  ]S3i3,  when,  upon 
some  harmless  conditions  which  were  readily  ac- 
ceded to,  the  I\Iinistcrium  renewed  its  connection 
with  the  General  Synod.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  questions  then  agitating  this  portion  of  the 
church  were  ver}'  different  from  those  which  have 
since  arisen,  circling  mainly  around  the  danger  re- 
sulting from  concentrated  ecclesiastical  power.  In- 
dividualism was  the  cliarm  in  those  days,  overlook- 
ing the  grand  results  which  might  flow  i'wm  co- 
operation. About  that  time,  say  1835,  the  tide 
of  German  etnigration  began  to  set  toward  our 
shores.  Settlements  were  springing  up  along  our 
great  thoroughfares  of  travel.  The  church  was 
called  upon  to  prepare  for  more  active  home 
missionary  labor.  Th.e  Doctor  took  a  leading  part 
in  the  work  of  organizing  churches  and  aiding  their 
pastors.  Until  recently  he  had  assisted  at  the  or- 
dination of  many  of  the  German  I'astors  in  the 
State,  awakening  in  their  a  reverence  which  was 
almost  filial.  "J'hese  el'iorts  resulted  in  an  entire 
change  in  the  constituent  elements  of  the  IMinister- 
ium.  At  the  commencement  of  tlie^e  efforts,  there 
was  but  one  German  Church  in  the  body.  At  the 
end  of  thirty  }  ears  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  members 
were  Germans.    It  required  great  tact  and  mutual 


forbearance  to  secure  the  harmonious  action  of  these 
elements.  But  it  was  effected,  presenting  the  pleas- 
ant spectacle  of  such  diverse  materials  working  to- 
gether for  Christ,  until  the  meeting  of  the  General 
I  Synod  at  Fort  Wayne.  In  the  controversies  which, 
I  since  then,  have  agitated  the  church,  he  had,  neces- 
sarily to  take  some  part,  but  he  was  always  found 
on  the  side  of  conciliation.  He  sympatlii/ed 
in  the  supposed  grievances  which  led  to  a 
final  disruption,  but  he  was  also  firmly  persuaded 
that  they  were  to  be  remedied  within,  and  not  out 
of  the  General  Synod.  Regarding  the  Augsburg 
confession  and  Luther's  smaller  catechism  as  a  suf- 
ficient basis  for  Cliurch  union,  he  clung  to  them 
with  tenacity,  whilst  willing  to  allow  a  large  liberty 
to  brethren  who  might  diverge  from  his  interpreta- 
tion on  one  side  or  the  other.  When  the  New  York 
Ministerium  decided  in  September,  1S67,  to  with- 
draw from  the  General  Synod,  a  painful  choice  was 
left  him.  How  dearly  he  loved  that  venerable  bod}'; 
what  lifelong  associations  were  connected  with  it; 
how  sweet  the  bonds  which  drew  him  to  the  breth- 
ren. It  is  a  terrible  crisis  in  a  man's  life  when  called 
to  cut  loose  from  all  his  antecedents,  to  separate 
from  those  with  v.hom  he  has  alwa\'s  acted.  But 
conscience  demanded  the  sacrifice.  Though  the 
whole  of  that  heated  discussion  he  occupied  the 
President's  chair,  but  so  impartial,  so  dignified,  that 
it  would  have  been  difficult  to  tell  which  side  he 
would  espouse.  One  and  another  of  the  friends  of 
the  General  Synod  rose,  and  amidst  tlic  deepest 
silence,  asked  their  dismissions  to  form  a  n(;w 
Synod.  All  but  two  had  spoken,  the  President  and 
hisolil  associate,  who  had  been  ordained  with  him. 
The  former  then  left  the  chair,  with  deep  emotion, 
in  a  kind  but  forcible  manner,  reviewed  the  whole 
question,  gave  his  reasons  for  performing  the  sad- 
dest dut}'  of  his  life,  and  then  asked  permission  to 
accompany  the  brethren  who  liad  jjreccded  him. 
Dr.  Miller  immediately  jiresented  the  same  reipiest. 
The  scene  was  touchingly  impressive.  There  were 
but  few  eyes  not  moistened  with  tears.  All  felt  that 
the  Synod  had  passed  through  a  terrible  reality.  On 
the  3d  of  September,  1867,  the  New  Synod  was  or- 
ganized and  the  JXictor  was  elected  the  first  President, 
a  position  which  he  held  until  transferred  to  the  uj)- 
per  sanctuary.  This  change  of  relations  did  not 
diminish  the  kindly  feelings  of  the  brethren  from 
whom  he  had  sejiarated,  and  one  of  his  last  minis- 
terial acts  was  to  reconsecrate  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  in  Ctica.  in  charge  of  Rev.  A.  Wetzell,and 
belonging  to  tlie  Ministerium.  Happy  the  man 
who,  in  periods  of  great  excitement,  is  able  so  to 
deport  himself,  so  to  carry  with  him  the  evidence 
of  stern  integrity,  as  to  secure  the  confidence  and 
friendship  of  horn  whom  he  differs  in  opinion  and 
action. 

On  the  "ih  nf  Sc])iember,  1824,  Dr.  I'ol'hmm 
was  married  to  i\Iiss  Susan  Cassed}^  with  whom  he 
lived  in  the  very  happiest  intercourse  for  thirty-nine 
years.  A  lady  of  gentle  manners,  fine  intellect, 
high  Christian  culture  and  earnest  ])iety,  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  her.  she  was  the  meet  comjianion  of 
one  whose  aim  in  life  was  to  tlraw  others  by  the 
cords  of  love  to  the  service  of  a  loving  Saviour.  She 
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was  the  motiier  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  pre- 
ceded their  father  to  the  better  land.  Her  death  oc- 
curred November,  1S63. 

Dr.  Pohlman's  death,  though  somewhat  unex- 
pected, was  befitting  his  profession  and  his  life.  For 
several  years  he  had  lived  widi  his  daughter,  I\Irs. 
Patten,  where,  surrounded  by  his  children, his  books 
the  society  of  congenial  Christian  friends,  he  might 
have  anticipated  a  ripe  old  age,  had  not  a  latent  af- 
fection of  the  heart  exhibited  symptoms  of  a  dan- 
gerous character,  to  which  he  was  not  insensible. 
In  closing  the  Synodical  meeting  at  Red  Hook,  in 
October,  1873,  his  mind  was  burdened  with  thought 
that  he  would  sec  his  brethren  no  more  in  thcilesh. 
In  a  farewell  address,  he  touchingly  expressed  this 
conviction,  though  there  was  nothing  in  voice  or 
manner  to  indicate  that  his  end  was  so  near.  He 
preached  several  times  afterward,  and  not  until 
within  a  few  weeks  previous  to  his  deatfiwere  there 
indications  of  failing  strength.  On  the  day  preced- 
ing he  had  a  severe  spasm  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 
which  yielded  to  remedial  agencies;  but  wiUiin  the 
next  twenty-four  hours,  quietly  sitting  in  his  accus- 
tomed place,  his  head  drooped  upon  his  breast  and 
he  passed  away  without  a  pang. 

The  funeral  services  took  place  in  the  church  of 
which  iie  had  been  ywstor.  Devotional  exercises 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Upson  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Senderling,  and  addresses  were  made  by  Drs. 
Strobel  ami  Alagee,  of  the  Lutheran,  and  Dr. 
llalley,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  character 
of  the  audicn"c,  the  dec])  feeling  manifested,  the 
high  tribute  paid  to  his  character  as  a  man  and 
Christian,  bore  v/itness  to  the  universal  respect  in 
which  he  vras  held  in  his  native  city.  His  remains 
now  lie  beside  those  of  his  wife  and  daughter  in  the 
Alban}'  Rural  Cemetery. 

The  Doctor  was  a  man  of  fine  physique,  com- 
manding voice,  chaste  and  impressive  deli\'ery.  Few 
wlio  have  heard  1dm  in  the  pulpit  will  forget  his 
dignilleil  bearing,  or  lose  the  imprcs.sion  that  he 
possessed  not  only  great  earnestness,  but  more  than 
ordinary  force  of  character.    yVt  all  general  church 


gatherings  a  prominent  place  was  allotted  to  him, 
and  his  deliverances  were  heard  with  pleasure.  He 
did  not  aspire  to  the  reputation  of  an  erudite 
scholar.  The  time  when  he  entered  public  life, 
and  an  isolated  country  parish  for  twenty  years,  did 
not  offer  many  of  the  literary  advantages  now  en- 
joyed. Still  he  collected  a  large  and  valuable  library, 
of  which  he  was  a  diligent  student.  In  all  tljeenter- 
j  prises  of  the  nineteenth  century  he  was  well  posted 
i  and  took  a  stand  at  once  high  and  judicious.  He 
was  well  read  on  all  subjects  connected  with  his 
profession,  and  was  a  master  of  general  English 
literature,  an  able  rhetorician,  a  correct,  graceful 
and  forcible  writer,  and  alwa\s  ready  and  happy 
when  called  upon  to  make  an  impromptu  address. 
As  presiding  officer  of  a  deliberative  body  he  had 
few  equals.  Prompt,  decided,  familiar  with  par- 
liamentary rulings,  he  was  always  clear  and  cour- 
teous. All  this,  combined  with  the  unbounded  con- 
fidence reposed  in  his  character,  will  make  it  appear 
not  strange  that  he  .should  have  presided  over  the 
j  New  York  INIinisterium  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
over  the  New  York  Synod  from  its  organization  to 
I  the  time  of  his  death,  thus  making  him  for  twenty- 
I  seven  years  the  presiding  officer  of  the  body  with 
I  which  lie  was  connected.  And  it  was  but  natural 
that  he  should  have  been  chosen  three  times  Presi- 
dent of  the  General  .Synod,  to  every  meeting  of 
which,  since  1S36,  he  had  been  appointed  delegate, 
fiiiling  in  attendance  but  once.  The  merited  title  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Penn- 
sylvania College  in  1S43.  Outside  of  pastoral  and 
S)'nodical  relations,  he  was  by  no  means  an  inactive 
nsan.  For  many  years  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  State 
Idiot  Asylum  at  Syracuse,  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing public  charities,  to  which  he  devotxd  much 
time  and  care.  Hartwick  Seminary  was  one  of 
his  pets,  a  trustee  of  which  he  had  been  for  thirty 
years.  Pelieving  that  it  had  been  the  making  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  State,  and  that  it 
gave  promise  of  great  future  usefulness,  he  cher- 
ished an  earnest  desire  for  its  perpetuation  and 
enlargement. 
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33y  J^COI3  S. 

INTRODUCTION. 

WITH  rej^ard  to  the  sources  of  information 
from  M'liich  this  brief  history  has  been  ob- 
tained and  prepared,  it  is  projier  to  state  that  in 
collecting  the  material  personal  efibrts  brought  the 
writer  in  communication  with  many  who  kindly 
gave  information  and  valuable  suggestions,  for 
which  gratelul  acknowledgment  is  due  for  the 
many  favors  bestowed  and  assistance  freeh-  ren- 
dered. To  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  work  the  writer  tendeis  his  thanks 
Much  that  would  be  of  interest,  of  the  past,  is 
difficult  to  obtain,  and  many  important  facts  and 
events  cannot,  at  the  present  time,  be  satisfiictorily 
presented,  as  records  are  few,  and  personal  reminis- 
cences are  buried  with  those  who  have  departeil 
from  the  scenes.  For  additional  information, 
"Werner's  Civil  List  of  New  York,"  "Harper's 
Monthly,"  "Child's  Directory  of  Albany  County" 
and  other  authors  have  been  consulted. 

The  author  submits  his  incomplete  work  to  the 
reader,  with  the  assurance  that  its  imperfections 
will  be  criticized  with  candor,  and  with  the  earnest 
hope  that  an  interest  may  be  awakened  in  the 
minds  of  others  for  the  future  preservation  of 
historical  records. 
Albany,  1S84. 

HISTORY. 

THE  history  of  the  Township  of  Bethlehem  dates 
from  the  discovery  of  the  river  which  bears 
the  name  of  Hudson,  who,  in  1609,  landed  with  his 
canoes  on  its  bank,  and  found  a  large  number  of 
natives  fishing;  from  this  circumstance  he  called  it 
the  "  fishing  place, "  or  "Fuyck."  Toward  niglit 
he  and  his  party  landed  on  an  island  off  the  blufts 
of  the  Indian  stream  Tawasentha,  or  "place  of 
many  dead,"  where  they  camped  for  the  night.  In 
the  morning  the  party  were  surprised  to  find  them- 
selves surrounded  by  a  number  of  unwelcome 
visitors,  whose  fricndl}-  conduct  soon  allayed  their 
fears,  and  the  whites  were  induced  to  accompan\' 
them  through  the  ford  or  creek  by  which  they  had 
gained  the  island,  and  for  the  fir.^t  time  i)ut  their 


feet  upon  the  main  land.  Here  they  beheld 
new  wonders,  and  strange  scenes  encompassed 
them  on  every  side,  fleeting  with  no  hostility, 
the  Dutch  explorers,  after  holding  a  friendly  con- 
ference and  exchanging  a  few  articles,  returned  in 
safety  to  the  island.  Their  stay  here  was  brief,  and 
when  Hudson  departed  with  his  little  band  he 
ne\  er  saw  the  shores  again  of  the  noble  ri\  er  that 
bears  his  name. 

Following  this  voyage  of  Hudson  were  a  number 
of  Dutch  adventurers,  who  were  induced  by  the 
favorable  reports  received  to  undertake  a  voyage 
and  open  a  trade  with  these'  Indians.  The  most 
noted  of  these  were  Adrian  Block,  Hendrick  Cors- 
tiaensen,  Cornelius  Jacobsen  ?vley  and  others  in 
1614. 

Intelligence  of  the  discoveries  made  b_v  Block 
and  his  associates  was  sent  to  Holland,  and  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  secure  for  themselves  the  exclu- 
sive trade  of  the  countries  explored,  which  was 
granted  them  by  an  ordinance  of  ]Marcli  27.  "A 
special  grant  was  made  to "  Gerret  Witsen  and 
others,  whereby  they  were  given  exclusiv  e  privileges 
to  navigate  and  trade  within  certain  bounds  for 
three  years  from  January,  1619.  Having  obtained 
these  exclusive  privileges,  under  the  name  of  "  The 
United  New  Netherlands  Company, "  they  proceeded 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  execution  of  their 
plans  and  took  possession  of  an  island  a  short  dis- 
tance below  Albany  City,  and  in  16 14  they  built  a 
trading  house  36  by  26  feet.  This  was  called  Fort 
Nassau.  Around  this  they  erected  a  stockade  fifty 
feet  square,  and  encircled  it  by  a  ditch  eighteen 
feet  wide;  this  was  defended  by  two  pieces  of  can- 
non and  eleven  stone  guns,  the  whole  garrisoned 
by  twelve  men  and  commanded  by  Jacob  Jacobz 
Eilkins.  or  Elkins.  In  the  spring  of  1618  a  freshet 
injured  the  Comi)any's  works  on  the  island  to  such 
an  extent  that  they  were  abandoned,  and  another 
fc  Tt  built  a  short  distance  south  on  the  blufi"s*  or 
mainlantl  near  the  Taivascnlha.  From  this  circum- 
>lance  the  island  received  the  name  oi  Casllc  Island;  ii 
is  now  known  as  Wm  Rrnsschicr  IsIawL  Upon  this 
isolated  spot  was  the  foundation  of  settlement  by 

*  Ttiis  bliifT  was  called  by  the  natives  Ttiuuicsruns,'iea. 
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these  traders,  ■who  were  only  sojourners  dependent 
for  necessary  supplies  upon  the  arrival  of  the  com- 
pany's ships  and  their  own  exertions.  Their  ex- 
perience on  this  island  for  ihe  last  two  years  of 
their  sojourn  was  attended  with  many  hardships 
and  privations. 

Weary  must  have  been  the  watch  of  these  lone 
traders  as  from  day  to  day  they  paced  along  the 
shores  of  their  little  island  and  watched  from  the 
bluff  for  the  first  glimpse  of  the  white  sails  that 
would  bring  them  relief  and  tidings  froni  the  dis- 
tant land  of  their  birth. 

Relief  came  in  1623  by  the  arrival  of  a  few 
Dutch  families,  who  were  sent  out  by  the  "Privi- 
leged West  India  Company,"  with  a  view  to  coloni- 
zation. These  were  most  heartily  welcomed  by 
the  few  adventurers,  and  their  homes  about  the 
island  were  soon  after  abandoned,  as  they  joined 
forces  to  erect  another  fort  in  1623,  which  they 
called  "  Fort  Orange,"  and  from  which  dates  the 
first  permanent  settlement  at  Albany. 

Up  to  the  above  date  any  settlements — if  such 
they  can  be  called — of  these  traders  were  made 
upon  soil  now  within  the  territory  of  Bethlehem. 

When  the  trading  period  gave  way  to  the 
period  of  settlement,  in  order  to  secure  the 
stability  of  their  possessions  in  the  new  world, 
it  was  necessary  that  a  formal  government  be 
established,  based  upon  the  privileges  granted  by 
the  great  "  West  India  Company,"  which  was  char- 
tered June,  1 62 1,  and  under  its  charter  in  1623  the 
first  company  sailed  from  Holland  in  the  ship  New 
Netherland,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Corne- 
lius Jacobsen  3.1ey.  Several  of  these  families,  who 
were  Walloons,  came  to  Albany  and  made  the  first 
settlement.  In  1629  this  company  issued  a  char- 
ter of  "Privileges  and  Exemptions,"  which  intro- 
duced the  manorial  system,  with  Patroons  who  had 
granted  them  feudal  powers.  They  were  anxious 
to  have  their  lands  settled,  and  offered,  on  favor- 
able terms  to  emigrants,  great  inducements  to 
those  who  would  accept  the  conditions  and  locate 
upon  their  lands,  with  exemption  from  rent  for  a 
term  of  years. 

In  1630  a  number  of  Hollanders  came  to  Al- 
bariy,  and  among  them  Albert  Andriesscn  Bradr,  or 
Bratt,  surnamed  the  Norman,  who  settled  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tawasentha,  where  was  an  ancient 
Mohawk  \illage  and  burial  place  of  their  dead. 
Hence  the  Dutch  came  to  call  the  stream  the  Nor- 
man's kill.*  He  had  eight  children  ;  i.nd  tradition 
says  that  one  of  them  was  born  on  board  the  ship 
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during  a  storm,  and  hence  was  called  '•  Stijrm  Van 
der  See,"  After  settling  he  leased  the  water  privi- 
leges of  the  stream  and  erected  mills. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Albertsen,  who 
paid  $150  a  year  for  the  use  of  the  water  privilege, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Slingerlandt 
in  1677  as  lessee  of  the  farm  which  his  father  had 
occupied.    He  died  June  7,  1686. 

This  family  of  Bradts  were  the  pioneers  in  the 
settlement  of  lands  west  of  Albany.  After  a  few 
years  of  parental  care,  arriving  to  manhood,  they 
left  the  humble  abode  on  the  Kills,  with  the  de- 
termination to  obtain  homes  of  their  own,  and 
penetrated  the  forest  until  a  suitable  h^cation  was 
found.  This  was  usually  near  a  stream  or  under 
the  shelter  of  the  hills,  where  was  generally  found 
a  spring  or  creek.  These  were  the  first  considera- 
tions ;  then  followed  the  preparation  for  the  cabin, 
to  shelter  and  protect  from  surrounding  dangers. 
With  sturdy  blows  from  his  ax  trees  were  felled  and 
shaped  for  the  cabin,  which,  after  much  toil,  served 
to  protect  him  and  his  fri.m  the  dangers  of  the 
wild  beasts  and  afford  a  defense  from  the  attacks  of 
the  treacherous  Indians.  Very  few  ventured,  at 
first,  far  from  the  fort  or  their  friends.  For  many 
years  the  frequent  incursions  of  the  Indians 
rendered  it  unsafe  to  dwell  beyond  ready  assistance  ; 
and  they  were  hostile  to  those  they  considered 
trespassers,  which  acted  unfavorably  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  adjacent  rich  lands  ;  but  time  brought 
a  change,  and  this  virgin  soil,  which  contained  the 
material  for  abundant  returns  and  wealth,  was 
gradually  occupied  by  those  who  braved  the  sav- 
age tenants  of  the  forest  in  the  van  of  a  new  civili- 
zation. Hardships,  privation  and  self-denial  were 
the  first  fruits  of  their  venture  ;  the  harvest  was  in 
the  future  to  be  reaped  by  their  descendants  and 
those  who  followed  al"ter. 

From  the  year  of  these  first  emigrants  until  1700 
but  little  raaterial  progress  was  made  in  the  outer 
settlement  on  the  manor,  and  those  who  occupied 
lands  were,  in  many  instances,  squatters.  This 
makes  it  quite  difficult  to  obtain,  in  detail,  an  ac- 
curate account  of  the  early  inhabitants  ;  in  many 
cases  there  is  nothing  to  show  the  date  v.hen  they 
took  possession  of  the  lands  on  which  they  built 
their  log  cabins,  and  but  few  facts  can  be  given  in 
regard  to  their  family  history. 

The  date  at  which  many  farms  on  the  manor 
were  first  occupied  cannot  be  definitely  ascertained  : 
j  as  they  were  under  the  control  of  the  patroon,  no 
public  record  was  made  of  leases  or  con\e}ances, 
and  in  many  instances  the  occu[)ant  took  posses- 
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sion,  and  transfers  were  often  made  from  one  to 
another  of  possession  only. 

Mrs.  Eonney,  in  her  "Legacy  of  Histvirical 
Gleanings,"  savs  : 

"  It  is  time  that  the  reminiscences  of  the  pioneers 
were  gathered  together  before  tlie  last  of  them  shall 
have  passed  away,  for  one  by  one  the  landmarks 
are  falling  and  the  records  of  memory  are  fast  be- 
ing obliterated,  leaving  little  enough  to  be  gleaned 
at  the  present  time.  Many  who  could  boast  of  a 
venerable  aggregate  of  years,  and  were  once  cogni- 
zant of  important  services  or  historical  events,  have 
become  tenants  of  the  silent  tomb,  and  their  testi- 
mony is  buried  with  them.  ^luch  valuable  infor- 
mation relating  to  the  old  documents  and  earl}' 
chronicles  of  Albany  and  its  ancient  families  could 
only  be  obtained  from  '  those  honored  relics  of  the 
past,'  and,  with  their  decease,  has  inevitably 
perished  much  of  important  tradidonal  and  histori- 
cal facts  connected  with  the  manorial  chronicles." 

Much  that  transpired  in  the  early  history  of  our 
settlement  is  already  lost  and  forgotten  in  the  quiet 
graves  of  the  actors.  Details  drawn  from  tradi- 
tion are  not  always  reliable,  and  however  carefully 
the  writer  may  draw  conclusions  obtained  from 
material  at  hand,  or  whatever  study  he  may  bestow 
upon  detached  records  and  personal  information, 
his  conclusions  may  not  always  be  satisfactory  to 
author  or  reader. 

These  apprehensions  are  now  justified,  and  cause 
much  trouble  in  collecting  facts  to  substantiate  the 
more  important  events  connected  with  the  early 
history  and  setdement  of  Bedilehem. 

But  the  necessities  of  life  create  a  desire  in  the 
human  heart  f(jr  the  possession  of  the  means  that 
contribute  to  the  present  and  future  well-being, 
and  happiness  appeals  as  an  incentive  to  that  end. 
Man  is  thus  stimulated  to  seek  the  channels  -vhich 
offer  the  greatest  safety  and  favorable  prospects  of 
success.  These  were,  probably,  sr)me  of  the  con- 
siderations which  governed  the  early  settler  in  his 
choice  when  selecting  the  land  upon  the  manor, 
and  we  find  that  one  after  another  availed  himself 
of  the  favorable  terms  offered,  and  they  induced 
others  to  follow.  These  in  time  formed  a  commu- 
nity of  distant  neighbors,  and  the  first  settlements 
were  located  along  the  river;  yet  it  is  very  difiieult 
to  ascertain  the  order  or  date  at  which  these  1am- 
ilies  took  possession.  Having  no  leases  for  the 
land,  it  is  now  almost  impossible  to  reco\er  the 
historical  sequence  of  separate  settlements.  P'rom 
1650  to  1700  very  slow  progress  was  made,  and 
few  Homilies  were  resolute  enough  to  leave  the  set- 


tlement for  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  forest  life. 
Yet  at  the  commencement  of  17CO  we  find  lo- 
cated along  the  line  of  the  river,  and  on  the  Nor- 
manskill,  thirty  or  forty  fiimilies,  among  them  Hen- 
drick.  Garret  and  Jan  Van  Wiee,  Bradts,  Vandcr- 
zee,  Wm.  Van  Allen,  Ten  Eycks,  Slingerlands, 
Vroomans,  Adam  Winne,  Philip  Schuyler,  Francis 
^^'inne. 

From  1700  to  1750  several  families  were  added, 
and  from  a  map  made  at  this  time  for  the  patroon 
the  following  names  appear :  Rensselaer  Nicoll, 
Betty  Van  Ostrand,  Janes  Taylor,  Gerret  Van  Der 
Bergh,  Cooper,  Wm.  Y^n  Bergen,  Abram  Slingcr- 
land,  Philip  Scuyler,  Woutcr  Slingerland,  Koenrad 
Louck,  John  Van  Dusen,  Adrian  Bradt,  Staats 
Scger,  Jacob  Louck,  John  Rosebooms,  Gerret  Van 
Allen,  Hans  S'ingerland,  Tunis  Slingerland,  Law- 
rence Wormer,  Gerret  Seger  Jun,  Jacob  Coper, 
Jan,  Storm  and  David  Bradt,  Dirk  Vanderwilli- 
ger,  Konradt  Koen,  Isaac,  Omie  and  Christian  La 
Grange,  Tunis  Hoogtaling. 

After  1750  to  1800  the  changes  in  the  social  con- 
dition and  development  of  agriculture  in  the  colo- 
nies were  more  favorable  to  emigrants,  and  now 
there  is  a  class  of  mi.xed  nationalities  who  settle 
among  the  Dutch,  and  in  time  coalesce  by  inter- 
marriage, and  thus  strengthened  the  bond  of  sym- 
pathy and  influence  in  the  duties  that  surround 
them.  We  have  now  Irish,  Scotch  and  Engiish, 
with  the  Dutch.  Among  them  were  Hugh  Waters, 
Archibald  and  William  McCormick,  Andrew  Cun- 
ning, Nicholas  See,  Christian  Bender,  I.  Bussing, 
Jacob  Kimmey,  Peter  McHarg,  John  Soop,  Patrick 
Callanan  and  Solomon  Luke,  and  the  families  of 
Patterson,  Ramsay,  Becker,  Haswell,  Babcock, 
Wiltsie,  r^Iosher  and  Aarnout. 

INIany  of  the  families  in  New  Scotland  are  in- 
cluded in  the  early  settlement  of  Bethlehem,  and 
it  i ;  difficult  to  separate  the  names,  or  detach  them 
from  Watervliet,  as  all  the  first  settlements  were 
originally  made  in  Watervliet:  yet  care  has  been 
taken  to  follow  the  boundary  lines  in  giving  names. 
None  of  these  townsliips  were  formed  until  17S8. 
.•\fter  hostilities  ceased,  and  peace  secured,  many 
ijf  the  above  flxmilies  came  to  this  township,  and 
from  this  time  there  was  an  infiow  from  ad- 
joining counties,  and  a  few  families  from  Xew 
England.  The  people  generally  at  this  date  are 
engaged  in  farming;  manufactures  have  not  been 
attempted;  a  mill  fur  grinding  grain  into  flour  for 
family  use  is  the  oniy  demand,  and  home-made  or 
domestic  manufactures  supplied  the  necessities  of 
their  wants.    These  were  davs  of  economv  and 
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simplicity  in  living  and  dressing.  A  brighter  day 
seemed  to  dawn  for  the  future,  and  hope  stimulated 
the  }'Oungcr  members  of  the  famil}' to  greater  en- 
ergy and  exertion,  that  they  might  add  a  few  acres 
to  the  allotted  portion.  Social,  religious,  ciluca- 
tional  and  political  growth  has  opened  a  wider 
field  for  the  operations  of  man.  and  the  jiolic}'  ol  a 
liberal  and  re[)ublican  go\ernment  was  a  sure  pre- 
cursor of  more  enlightened  enterprise  and  public 
security,  which  was  greatly  to  be  desired  by  those 
who  had  long  felt  the  burdens,  of  which  they  now 
were  in  a  measure  relieved.  Prosperity  was  placed 
before  him  who  would  endure  the  necessary  toil, 
and  with  manly  courage  in  the  battle  of  life  try  to 
win  a  place  of  honor  in  the  aftairs  of  public  trust 
and  home  government.  These  grand  triumphs 
were  won  by  many  of  those  whose  names  are  re- 
corded above,  and  their  descendants  have  nobly 
honored  the  sires  by  their  public  service  and  ad- 
vancement of  those  principles  which  exalt  a  people 
or  a  nation. 

Gracefully  flowing  along  the  eastern  shore  line  of 
Bethlehem  is  the  noble  Hudson,  confined  by  rocky 
slopes  which  rise  gradually  to  a  height  of  50  to  200 
feet,  forming  curves  that  give  lines  of  beauty  to  the 
water  as  it  flows  against  the  miniature  cliffs;  the 
harmless  waves  created  by  a  passing  boat  dash 
against  the  shore  or  projecting  rock,  and  as  it 
glides  on  the  river  opens  upon  the  vision  of  the  be- 
holder a  picture  of  rare  beauty. 

From  the  plain  above  the  eye  beholds  the  won- 
drous works  of  man,  and  nature  has  painted  ex- 
quisite views  to  adorn  the  scene  ;  while  the  distant 
hills  relieve  the  monotony  and  add  refinement  to 
the  attractive  features.  Looking  westward  is  a 
diversified  country,  and  the  eye  with  pleasure  roves 
over  rolling,  cultivated  lands.  P'rom  every  elevated 
situation,  one  may  observe  in  man\'  a  quiet  nook 
nestled  in  the  shade,  and  along  the  river  bank,  fine 
villas,  noble  mansions  and  stately  form  residences. 

It  is  no  marvel  that  the  red  man  chose  this  front 
for  his  camping  ground,  council  assembly  and 
war-path,  to  meet  his  foe  in  the  wilderness  and 
battle  for  the  victory. 

On  a  sheltered  spot,  on  the  solid  rock  of  the 
western  clitT,  just  below  the  rapids,  and  a  short  dis- 
tance from  where  the  Tawasentha,  or  Normanskill, 
mingles  its  waters  with  the  Hudson,  once  stood 
the  mill  ot  Albert  Albertscn  Bradl,  erected  about 
1 630.  There  are  but  few  of  the  anciec.  landmarks 
that  contain  a  history  remaining.  Time  has  made 
many  changes,  and  modern  progress  cuts  its  way 
through  granite  and  sand  with  equal  force,  for  good 


i  or  evil.  Ducay  i.-  the  doom  of  man's  best  works; 
his  material  is  perishable;  and  time  eats  his  monu- 
ments to  valor,  and  brings  to  the  dust  the  temples 
of  his  faith. 

The  name  Bclh-le-henf  is  scriptural — meaning 
"House-of-bread — is  well  chosen,  and  might 
have  been  suggested  by  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  or 
possibly  the  earl}'  settlers  wished  to  assrjciate  the 
name  in  this  way  with  their  former  residence,  or  it 
might  have  been  taken  because  of  the  necessity  of 
giving  some  name  to  the  town.  There  is  also  a 
neighborliood  in  the  township  by  the  name  of 
Jericho,  and  one  of  the  first  churches  organized 
was  named  the  Jerusalem  church,  all  of  which 
shows  the  Bible  is  not  an  unknown  book  in  this 
region. 

Mrs.  Grant,  in  her  "Sketches  of  Manners  and 
Scenery  in  America."  says  of  the  Huguenots  and 
French  Protestants  who  came  with  the  tlollanders, 
that  these  conscientious  exiles  were  persons  allied 
in  religion  to  the  primitive  settlers;  that  they  were 
"  driven  from  their  native  land  by  intolerant  bigot- 
ry ;"  they  were  "deprived  of  many  resources  that 
were  open  to  their  fellow  subjects,  and  forced  to 
seek  comfort  in  piety  and  concord  for  many  priva- 
tions ;"  *  *  *  "  they  had  suffered  real  and  extreme 
hardships  for  conscience's  sake  from  absolute  tv- 
ranny  and  the  most  cruel  intolerance  ;"'  "  thev  re- 
joiced in  the  free  exercise  of  a  pure  and  rational  re- 
ligion, and  in  the  protection  of  mild  and  equitable 
laws,  as  the  first  of  human  blessings."  These, 
with  "a  great  number  of  Protestants  whom  the 
fury  of  war  and  persecution  on  religious  accounts 
had  driven  from  the  Palatinate,''  found  a  safe 
refuge  here.  These  principles  of  religious  freedom 
were  kept  alive  in  their  heart.s,  until  they  could 
with  their  nands  show  their  faidi  by  their  works  in 
organizing  societies  and  building  churches. 

The  Township  of  Bethlehem  was  formed  from 
Watervlict  in  1793,  '•^^'^  contained  the  whole  of  what 
is  now  Nesv  Scotland,  and  a  part  of  Albany,  which 
was  attached  in  1S70.  The  township  lies  wholly 
within  the  Van  Rensselaer  ^lanor,  adjoining  Al- 
bany City  on  the  north,  extending  along  the  river, 
with  a  shore  line  of  ten  miles,  to  Coeymans  on  the 
south  and  Xew  Scotland  on  the  we^t,  including 
several  islands. 

The  township  contains  3  i,  5S3  acres  of  improved 
land;  the  assessed  value  of  real  estate,  83,745,428, 
and  assessed  value  of  personal  property  for  1SS3 
was  $58,116;  total,  $3,803,544.  The  equalized 
valuation  of  real  estate,  $1,988,600  ;  of  personal, 
$58,ii^>;    toral,   $2,04^,716.     Total  amount  to 
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be  collected,  $2",^ii\  rate  per  $100,  801.36;  Col- 
lector, John  F.  \'riiinan.  I'opulation  in  i'-i^5, 
5,928;  1870,6,950;  1S75,  3,763;  1880,3,752. 

The  surface  consists  of  rollinj^  upland,  sand 
ridi^es,  rocky  knolls,  and,  near  the  river,  a  narrow 
plain,  with  steep  bluffs  from  50  to  150  feet  in 
height,  antl  elevations  200  to  400  feet.  The  de- 
clivities are  broken  by  deep  channels  wornthrout(h 
the  clay  and  slates.  The  deepest  cuttings  are  made 
by  the  Normanskill,  and  "in  passing  through  the 
series  of  newer  sandstones  and  limestones  and  gray- 
wackes,  it  lavs  bare  the  succession  of  rocks,  and  in 
its  progress  it  sinks  its  level  quite  through  the  gray- 
wackes  and  deeply  into  the  sedimentary  or  gray  wacke 
slate.  At  lower  points  of  its  course  the  valley  as- 
sumes a  greater  expansion,  and  the  rocks  stand  in 
upright  position.  The  action  of  the  stream  has 
been  sufficient  to  reveal  a  formation  of  red  sand- 
stone, which  apparently  underlies  the  Helderberg 
series  of  graywackes  and  slates,  and  the  upper  series 
of  fossiliferous  limestone,  and  its  superimposed 
porous  and  nearly  horizontal  new  sandstone.  The 
stream  finally  enters  the  Hudson  just  below  Albany, 
near  the  ancient  cemetery  of  Tawasentha.  This 
curious  natural  mound,  or  hillock,  is  connected 
with  the  diluvial  formation  by  a  narrow  rock  or 
peninsula.  It  was  a  spot  sacred  to  sepulture  from 
the  earliest  time,  and  furnished  then  a  natural  cog- 
nomen for  the  stream.  There  is  no  object  of 
higher  antiquarian  interest  in  the  vicinity,  and  it 
is  worthy  of  municipal  care  and  preservation.  "'^ 
The  principal  streams  are  Normanskill,  Coevmans 
Creek  and  Vlamanskill,  which  afford  valuable 
water  power,  but  only  partially  utilized.  In  the 
town  are  sulphur  springs,  several  unimportant  caves, 
and  quarries  of  limestone,  used  for  fences  and 
building  purposes,  also  as  a  flux  lor  blast  furnaces, 
and  strata  of  yellow  sand,  used  largely  for  foundrv 
purposes. 

The  soil  consists  of  sand  and  clay  loam,  inter- 
mixed with  gravel  and,  occasionally,  argillaceous 
shales.  The  soil  of  the  islands  is  an  alluvium, 
which  is  enriched  by  the  deposit  from  frequent 
overflow  of  freshets.  The  variety  of  soil  is  well 
adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  all  cereals,  hav,  pota- 
toes, and  root  crop^  generally,  and  manv  farmers 
are  engaged  in  mixed  husbandry,  appropriating 
their  best  lands  to  the  cultivation  of  garden  vegeta- 
bles, or  truck  farming. 

The  islands  and  alluvial  lands  are  largely  i)Ianted 
with  potatoes  and  cabbages.  Fruit  culture  is  con- 
nected with  general  farming,  and  certain  i)ortions 
of  every  fiirm  are  planted  with  apple,  plum,  pear, 
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cherr_\-  and  peach  trees.  The  small  fruits,  such  as 
strawberries,  raspberries  and  currents,  and  garden 
vegetables  are  largely  cultivated.  The  nearness  to 
tiie  citv,  with  good  roads,  affords  a  ready  market 
for  firm  and  dairy  products  ;  this  has  induced 
many  fxrmers  to  engage  in  the  production  of  milk, 
as  a  spccialt}",  for  the  demanLls  of  llie  city.  The 
most  notable  of  the  islands  belonging  to  Bethle- 
hem is  "Gis//e  /s/ii/iJ,'  *  so  named  from  the  circum- 
stance that  a  stockade  fort  was  built  upon  it  in 
16 14,  as  a  protection  to  the  Dutch  traders  with 
the  Indians.  The  island  was  leased  to  ]\Iartin 
Gerritsen  in  1668,  and  is  sometimes  called  after 
his  name.  It  is  now  known  as  Jon  Rensselaer 
Island,  and  upon  it  is  erected  the  extensive  works 
and  buildings  of  the  "  Albany  City  Irun  Wurks  ''  and 
"  The  /agger  Iron  fro/'/^^,"  with  the  necessary  docks, 
railroad  tracks  and  storage  facilities.  The  remain- 
ing portion  is  used  for  garden  purposes. 

The  other  islands  are  largely  appropriated  for 
the  storage  of  ice,  of  which  there  are  houses  for 
275,000  tons. 

The  principal  streams  afford  considerable  water 
power.  Some  smaller  creeks  furnish  water  power 
in  time  of  freshets,  and  upon  these  are  several  saw- 
mills, which  operate  during  the  temporary  supplv. 

The  trees  in  the  small  forests  are  white  and  yel- 
low pine,  several  varieties  of  oak,  hickory,  maple, 
birch,  ash  and  chestnut.  Formerly  red  cedar  was 
abundant,  but  now  quite  scarce.  The  timber 
lands  of  the  town  are  rapidly  diminishing.  The 
domestic  demand  for  lumber  and  fuel  requires  large 
quantities,  and  the  farmer  counts  the  income  from 
the  cultivated  land  equal  to  the  purchase  of  coal 
and  fencing  material,  for  which  wire  is  now  largely 
substituted.  A  few  years  hence  the  forests  will 
disappear,  and  only  small  groves  will  be  allowed  to 
cumber  the  ground.  All  rocky  and  waste  places 
should  be  utilized  by  planting  forest  trees,  natural 
to  the  sf.il  and  locality  :  these,  in  a  few  years,  woukl 
add  much  to  the  value  of  the  property. 

The  farmers  of  the  town  are  generally  progres- 
sive, and  with  practical  intelligence  adopt  the  sys- 
tem of  rotation,  using  manures  and  fertilizers  as  a 
means  of  renovating  the  land  and  stimulating  the 
soil  to  greater  yield. 

A  few  fiirmers  give  special  attention  to  the  im- 
I  prcAcment  of  stock,  and  several  have  fine  herds, 
which  receive  additions  from  imported  stock. 
Erastus  Corning  is  a  large  breeder  of  Herefords 
and  Jerseys;  John  S.  Perry,  of  Guernseys:  C.  L.  G. 
Blessing,  of  Friesland  or  Dutch  cattle.  Sheep 
husbandry   receives  ven,'   little   attention  ;  other 
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interests  of  the  farmer  are  carefully  studied,  and  the 
general  appearance  af  the  farms  denotes  improve- 
ment and  progression. 

The  minerals  of  the  town  are  few  and  possess 
very  little  value. 

The  Indian  history  has  but  little  of  interest. 
They  occupied  territory  surrounding  Albany  when 
the  Dutch  traders  came,  with  whom  a  traffic  in  furs 
-was  established  and  treaties  made  that  secured  the 
friendship  of  the  natives  and  advantage  to  the 
settlers,  who  located  in  tiie  vicinity  of  (now)  Ken- 
wood, where  they  had  a  place  for  the  burial  of  their 
dead,  and,  perhaps,  a  camping  ground. 

In  the  years  ihat  followed  settlement  and  occupa- 
tion of  forests  for  agriculture  and  civilization,  the 
Indian  was  disturbed  in  his  possession  as  monarch. 
A  new  element  entered  his  domain  of  wild  forest  life, 
which  introduced  changes  in  many  of  his  customs, 
and  taught  him  practices  and  arts  that  in  time  were 
used  against  the  white  settlers.  The  use  of  firearms 
and  other  modes  of  warfare  enabled  him  to  execute 
his  savage  designs  with  greater  skill  and  certainty. 

During  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the  Indians, 
who  were  under  the  control  of  the  British  and  Tories, 
committed  many  acts  of  violence,  and  were  a  source 
of  annoyance  and  terror.  They  had  rendezvous  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  where  they  met  their 
allies  in  secret,  and  plotted  hostile  incursions 
against  the  neighbors. 

Time  works  changes,  and  as  civilization  advanced, 
the  Indian  receded,  and  soon  disappeared  from  the 
town  of  Bethlehem,  making,  in  a  degenerate  con- 
dition, his  final  exit  about  forty  years  ago,  and  a 
few  generations  hence  nothing  will  remain  but  the 
imperfect  records  of  history. 

Connected  with  the  past  may  be  mentioned  the 
old  Whitehall  mansion,  near  the  Delaware  turn- 
pike road,  a  part  of  which  was  built  by  Gen.  Brad- 
street,  and  during  the  Revolution  is  said  to  have 
been  a  resort  for  the  Tories.  It  afterward  came 
into  the  possession  of  C.  Ten  Eyck,  and  was  occu- 
pied by  the  family  until  its  destruction  by  fire  in 
the  spring  of  1883. 

Among  other  houses,  yet  in  existence,  erected 
before  the  Revolution  by  early  settlers,  is  the 
Nicoll  house,  now  in  possession  of  Alex.  R. 
Baker,  built  soon  after  1720  ;  the  house  of  Peter 
Van  Wie,  1732  ;  the  Abbey  Hotel,  a  part  of  M  hich 
was  erected  by  a  Van  Rensselaer,  and  the  old  house 
of  S.  Baumes.  Remains  of  others  mar'v  the  place 
where  deeds,  long  since  forgotten,  liave  been  en- 
acted in  the  early  struggles  for  a  home  and  the 
means  of  an  honest  livelihood. 


The  Cherry  Hill  Mansion  and  Mount  Hope  are 
landmarks  that  tell  of  the  early  settlers,  the  first  be- 
ing the  residence  of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  and 
the  latter  now  the  property  of  Ezra  P.  Prentice. 

]\Iany  saw-mills  were  in  use  in  different  parts  of 
the  township,  which  are  now  abandoned  from  the 
fact  that  the  source  of  supply  for  logs  is  rapidly 
diminishing.  A  few  others  have  taken  their  place, 
and  the  mills  now  in  use  are  of  a  more  substantial 
character,  with  improved  machinery  and  modern 
fixtures. 

VILLAGES. 

Bethlehem  Cknter  P.  O.  (Babcock's  Corners)  is 
a  small  village,  four  miles  south  of  Albany,  on  the 
•  •  Albany  and  Bethlehem  Turnjiike  Road."  Among 
the  first  settlers  were  James  Gibbons,  Job  Gard- 
ner,  Greennay,   Davis,  Joshua  Babcock. 

There  are  40  dwellings,  45  families,  190  inhab- 
itants, 2  blacksmiths,  2  wheelwright  shops,  school- 
house,  church  and  hotel.  Widow  Van  Buren, 
postmistress,  and  post-olfice  kept  at  the  toll-gate- 
house.   Four  cemeteries  are  located  here. 

South  Bethlehem  P.  O.  (Janes' Corners),  nine 
miles  from  Albany,  on  the  "  Albany  and  Bethlehem 
plank  road,"  and  a  station  on  the  West  Shore  R. 
R.,  is  pleasantly  located.  William  Jones,  James 
Callanan,  Ambrose  Wiltsie,  Rimmey  and  r^Iosher 
were  early  settlers.    Elishama  Janes  kept  tavern. 

The  village  has  30  dwellings,  33  families,  135 
inhabitants,  ^I.  E.  church,  school-house,  2  stores, 
shoe  shop,  harness,  blacksmith  and  wheehvright 
shop,  barber's  room  and  saloon.  It  has  a  band  of 
12  musicians,  with  O.  S.  Jolley  as  leader. 

Here  are  located  (in  the  town  of  Coe}Tnans) 
the  mills  of  Islx.  Henry  Callanan.  These  mills 
formerly  belonged  to  Philip  Kimmey,  and  were 
built  about  1S45  by  Ira  Jagger,  millwright.  Here 
also  was  located  a  tannery,  about  1825,  on  the 
farm  of  Isaac  and  John  Coffin,  which  for  many 
years  was  operated  by  Robert  Carhart,  after  which  it 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Cornelius  Waggoner, 
and  in  1832  Frederick  Schaubb  bought  the  prop- 
erty, and  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1S83.  The 
post-office  was  established  in  1874  ;  John  Sager  is 
the  present  postmaster.  A  short  distance  from  the 
village,  on  the  farm  of  John  Mosher,  is  a  willow 
tree  that  measures  25  and  30  feet  in  circumference. 
Tamar  Randall,  afterward  the  wife  of  Henry 
Wiltsie,  when  a  child,  brought  this  willow  twig 
from  Pitchtona,  and  planted  it  by  the  road>ide,  a 
century  ago,  where  it  now  stands,  a  living  monu- 
ment to  her  memory. 
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Slingerlands  P.  O. — This  was  formerly  Nor- 
manskill  P.  O.,  and  locally  Red  Hook.  The  post- 
office  was  established  in  1852,  with  Wm.  H. 
Slingerland  as  postmaster.  The  name  was  chan'/ed 
in  1S70.  Present  pi  <.->tmastcr,  G.  W.  Slingerland. 
The  villapre  contains  44  dwellings,  50  families,  230 
inhal.)itanls;  a  commodious  brick  school-house 
and  Y..  church,  printing  establishment,  hotul, 
marble  and  monumental  works,  store,  2  black- 
smith shops,  wheelwright  and  paint  shop,  shoe 
shop,  cigar  manufactory,  R.  R.  station,  and  several 
fine  residences,  include  the  buildings  of  the  village. 
The  name  is  derived  from  several  fimilies  who 
reside  here,  descendants  of  John  A  Slingerland. 
The  early  settlers  were  Andrew  Cunning,  Nicholas 
Sigsbee,  Hunderman.  Frktidly  Utiion  Lodge,  No. 
381,  1.  O.  O.  F.  is  located  here.  The  village  is 
pleasantly  situated  7  miles  from  Albany,  on  the 
Albany  and  New  Scotland  plank  road,  and  it  is  a 
station  on  Susquehanna  R.  R.  Being  near  the 
city,  it  affords  many  conveniences  to  those  who 
seek  for  rural  pleasure  and  the  quiet  of  home  liie. 
A  physician  and  lawyer  represent  the  professions. 

Selkirk  is  a  post-office  established  in  1883  ;  Jacob 
J.  Soop,  postmaster.  This  post-office  is  located  at 
the  station  of  the  same  name,  on  the  N.  Y.  &  W. 
S.  Railroad,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town, 
upon  lands  belonging  to  the  .Selkirks.  The  Sel- 
kirks  are  of  Scotch  origin,  and  here  include  two 
families  whose  buildings  represent  the  com- 
mencement of  the  future  village. 

Cedar  Hill  P.  O.,  eight  miles  below  Albany  on 
the  river  road,  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from 
the  landing,  is  an  old  settled  place,  having  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  Nicols,  Winnes  and  Van  Wies  at  an 
early  date,  followed  by  the  Sills,  Coopers  and 
others.  The  locality  derives  its  name  from  the 
circumstance  that  formerlv  red  cedar  was  the  com-  I 
mon  growth  of  trees  upon  the  hills  and  waste 
lands.  At  th  e  river  is  located  the  extensive  ice- 
houses of  English  and  Best.  From  Winne's  dock 
are  shipped  hay,  straw,  apples  and  other  farm 
products  ;  this,  also,  is  the  landing  for  steamboats. 
Wrn.   Selkirk    is  the  postmaster. 

Beckers  Corners  P.  O. ,  6  miles  from  Alban\-, 
on  the  Albany  and  South  Bethlehem  plank  road,  is 
a  hamlet  containing  6  houses,  a  tavern,  and  a 
fine  building  belonging  to  the  Grangers.  Alberius 
W.  Becker,  postmaster. 

Adams  Station  P.  O.,  on  the  old  Delaware  turn- 
pike road,  and  a  station  on  the  A.  and  .S.  Railroad,  is 
a  village  containing  85  dwellings,  90  families,  360  j 


inhabitants,  a  Reformed  church,  ^I.  E.  churcli, 

school-house,  2  stores,  tin  shop,  wheelwright  and 
blacksmith  shop,  cigar  manufactory,  tavern.  One 
physician  anrl  lawyer  reside  here. 

Nathaniel  Adams  came  here  in  1836,  and  in 
1838  erected  a  large  hotel  and  made  many  im- 
provement?, which  are  lasting  monuments  to  his 
industry.  Front  him  tlie  name  is  derived.  Early 
settlers  here  were  Flaglers,  Waters,  Erwin,  Bussing. 
The  post-office  was  established  in  1840  ;  Nathaniel 
Adams,  first  postmaster  ;  present  postmaster,  Wm. 
S.  ]Murphy.  The  location  is  4  miles  from  Albany, 
and  its  proximity  to  the  city  offers  inducements 
that  are  rarely  found.  Easy  of  access  by  cars  or 
private  conveyance  makes  it  a  desirable  place  of 
residence  for  the  business  man  who  would  seek  re- 
drement  and  the  quiet  of  a  country  home. 

•VorniansTille,  formerly  Upper  lb  pIIow,  is  a  ham- 
let 2  miles  west  of  the  city,  located  on  both  sides 
of  the  Nonnanskill,  which  has  worn  a  deep  chan- 
nel through  the  clay  to  the  slate  strata,  leaving  high 
banks  on  either  side.  Here  die  stream  flows  'jver 
the  slate  bed  with  a  gradual  inclination,  affording 
a  water  power  which  at  different  times  has  been 
utilized.  When  the  Albany  and  Delaware  turn- 
pike was  constructed,  it  passed  across  this  ravine 
and  over  the  creek,  on  a  wood  bridge,  ico  or  more 
feet  long.  This  bridge  was  taken  away  by  a 
freshet  in  1868,  and  an  iron  one,  of  two  spans,  put 
in  its  place  in  1869,  by  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  as 
the  turnpike  company  had  abandoned  the  road. 
At  the  west  end  of  the  bridge  stands  the  old  toll- 
gate  house,  built  when  the  road  was  first  construct- 
ed, and  from  which  Peter  Esmay  gathered  toll  for 
half  a  century.  His  familiar  face  and  happy,  smil- 
ing greeting  are  remembered  by  many.  The  con- 
struction of  the  turnpike  induced  a  spirit  of  enter- 
prise, and  Isaac  Stiles  opened  a  tavern  for  the 
accommodation  of  travelers  on  this  road  ;  soon  after 
(about  1822)  Stiles  put  up  buildings  for  a  saw-mil!, 
which  were  followed  by  necessary  machinery  for 
carding  wool,  dyeing  and  dressing  cloths.  There 
was  attached  to  these  mills  machinery  for  rasping 
and  cutting  dye-woods,  which  were  used  extensively 
at  that  time.  Then  the  spinning  wheel  and 
:  loom  v.ere  a  household  necessity  ;  now  the  piano 
and  organ  have  taken  their  place.  These  mills 
and  property  after  a  time  passed  into  the  {posses- 
sion of  S.  Congdon,  who  continued  them  as  a  saw- 
mill and  dye-rasper  for  several  \ears.  Congdon 
sold  to  A.  B.  Sweet.  Soon  after  the  mills  were 
carried  away  bv  a  freshet,  taking  the  briilge  at  the 
same  time.    Sweet  rebuilt  with  brick  and  wood 
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attachments,  and  enj^aged  in  the  manufacture  of 
straw-board  paper.  Tlic  properi}-  now  belongs  to 
F.  Hinckle,  who  for  a  short  time  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  starch  from  potatoes.  Adjoining 
these  mills  is  an  ice-house  of  3,000  tons  capacity. 
The  mills  are  now  idle  and  located  above  the 
bridge,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  creek.  'The  water 
and  necessary  fall  is  oblainetl  from  a  dam  across 
the  stream. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  creek,  below  the  bridge, 
a  grist-mill  was  built  by  James  McCormick,  about 
the  year  1820.  Nathaniel . "lawyer  afterward  owned 
this  mill,  to  which  was  attached  machinery  for 
carding  wool,  dyeing  and  dressing  cloth  ;  also  a  mill 
for  rasping  dye-woods  and  grinding  plaster.  This 
mill  property  passed  to  the  possession  of  Henry 
Arnold,  and  was  subsequently  destroyed  by  fire. 

Thev  were  rebuilt  by  Arnold  and  then  sold  to 
Redell  ;  the  present  owner  is  Heman  Hardy,  who 
converted  them  into  a  straw-pajier  mill,  with  a 
capacity,  when  in  operation,  of  making  two  tons  of 
wrapping-paper  per  day.  Work  in  this  mill  is 
now  abandoned.  Steam  and  water  power  is  used. 
The  hamlet  Contains  17  dwelHngs,  22  families,  icq 
inhabitants.  Arkles  at  one  time  kept  tavern  here. 
There  were  mills  owned  by  Congdon  above  Peter 
V.  W.  Brooks. 

Hurslvillc  (Log  Tavern),  a  hamlet  two  miles 
northwest  from  Albany,  on  the  Albany  and  New- 
Scotland  plank  road,  was  first  settled  by  Urban 
Van  Hart  and  William  Gilbert.  William  Hurst 
located  there  in  1861,  and  from  him  the  place 
derives  its  name.  The  first  settler  was  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Hagadorn,  who  kept  the  Log  /av- 
ern  from  this  circumstance  the  place  was  known 
as  "The Log  Tavern.""  The  Hurstville  Hotel,  kept 
by  William  Hurst's  sons,  the  residence  of  John 
Brown,  the  mansion  of  Gilberts,  and  the  tenement 
house  opposite  the  hotel,  make  up  the  complement 
of  dwellings. 

Kenivood    {Loiver    Holluiu).  —  Just  below  the 
falls,  and  near  where  the  Normanskill  enters  the 
Hudson  River,  is  a  hamlet  which  dates  its  settle- 
ment with  that  of  Albany,  first  by  the  erection  of  a 
fort  in,i6i8,  and  the  settlement  of  Albert  Andriesen  | 
Bradt,  who  built  a  mill  here  in  163c,  which  was 
in  the  family  until  167S.     In  this  vicinity  the  In-  ! 
dians  had  a  "  place  for  the  many  dead,"  called 
Tawasenlha,"  which    is   mentioned  by  the  {)oet  | 
Longfellow  in  his  "  HMii'a.'ka"  and  claimed  bv  H.  1 
R.  Schoolcraft  "  as  the  curious  natural  mound,  or  ; 
hillock,  as  a  sacred  sepulchre  t'n  un  the  earliest  time,  j 
and  also  furnished  them  with  a  natural  coynomcn  ' 


for  the  stream."  For  many  years  improvements 
were  slow,  and  nothing  of  importance  was  done 
until  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution  and  peace 
brought  encouragement  for  manufactures  and 
other  industries. 

At  this  time  the  Van  Rcnsselaers  erected  mills 
here,  which  were  improveincnts  upon  former  rude 
structures  and  imjjerfect  machinery.  These  mills 
served  for  the  times  and  circumstances,  being  pat- 
ronized by  the  farmers  for  grinding  their  grain  for 
flour,  meal  and  feed,  sawing  lumber,  carding  wool, 
dyeing  and  dressing  cloth,  and  contributing  other 
necessary  supplies  for  the  people.  Among  the 
men  who  had  charge,  or  operated  these  mills,  were 
Godley,  Merrifield,  Stiles,  Smith, Warmington,  and 
others.  Butterfield  and  Hagadorn  were  tavern- 
keepers.  The  Turnpike  Road  was  incorporated  in 
1804,  which  opened  a  thoroughfare  from  the  city 
leading  south  into  the  country;  this  was  of  great 
advantage  to  the  farmers,  and  stimulated  business 
at  the  Lower  Hollow.  Mills  were  erected  below 
the  bridge,  but  these  have  disappeared. 

The  old  house  built  by  Robert  Van  Rensselaer, 
near  the  bridge,  is  still  standing  and  occupied. 

Many  changes  have  taken  place  since  1840  ;  the 
early  industries  are  no  longer  demanded,  and  the 
property  has  passed  into  others'  possession :  the 
business  formerly  done  here  has  materially  changed  ; 
the  extensive  flouring-mills  have  disappeared,  as 
also  the  knitting-milLs,  which,  at  one  time  in  suc- 
cessful operation,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  in 
their  place  is  a  manufactory  for  felt-cloth  and 
blankets.  The  past  year  a  large  frame  building  has 
been  erected,  south  of  the  bridge,  for  a  iioxxiiu^- 
mill. 

The  proi)erty  in  this  vicinity  originally  belonged 
to  the  Van  Rensselaer  family,  of  v.-hich  Gen.  Solo- 
mon Van  Rensselaer  was  an  honored  member,  and 
the  Cherry  Hill  mansion  was  his  residence.  j\routit 
Hope,  a  lovely  and  commanding  elevation,  was 
purchased  by  Ezra  ]'.  Prentice,  and  for  many  years 
the  farm  and  surroundings  were  the  pride  of  its  own- 
er; but  its  former  attractions  are  giving  place  to  the 
march  of  improvement,  which  has  already  changed 
much  uf  its  wonted  beauty  and  rural  picturesque- 
ness. 

Passing  south  is  the  school  of  the  "  Sacred 
Heart,  "  a  Catholic  institute m,  where  formerly  was 
the  residence  of  Joel  Rathbone.  and  the  owner  of 
the  Kenwood  Mills  and  other  propertv.  The  name 
'•  K'  tncDod''  was  given  the  romantic  hamlet  bv  Mr. 
Rathbone  from  some  resemblance  or  connection 
with  a  similar  place  in  Scollainl. 
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The  hanilct  contains  i6  (Iwellinys.  36  families, 
and  150  inhal)ilints,  a  Baptist  chapel,  school- 
house,  store,  and  blacksmith  shop.  The  A'lhany 
and  BclhcIcJiciii  turnpike  passes  throuL;;h  the  ])lace, 
and  the  Alhanv  Raiki'av  Co.  has  a  track  for  horse- 
cars  which  follow  South  Pearl  street,  of  which  this 
road  is  a  continuation,  to  Kenwood  Bridge. 

CHURCHES. 

Early  Rf.ligiois  Character  and  Piety  of 
THE  Vaudois  AM)  Hi'GUENOTS. — Thcsc  early  Chris- 
tian martyrs  were  a  peculiar  people  ;  their  lives 
were  passed  in  deeds  of  charity,  in  honest  labors, 
and  in  unvarying  self-respect.  In  every  age  their 
manners  have  been  the  same,  fair  and  spodess  ; 
and  their  native  refinement,  their  sincerity  and  de- 
votion, were  uttered  in  their  plaintive  Inmns  as 
heard  from  the  grove's  s\lvan  shade,  where  thev 
could  meet  for  worship  in  their  rude  way.  The 
vices  and  the  follies  of  the  world  that  have  wrecked 
thousands  never  invaded  their  homes,  unless 
brought  by  people  of  loose  morals.  Soon  after  the 
dawn  of  Christianity  their  ancestors  embraced  the 
faith  of  St.  Paul.  The  Scriptures  became  their 
only  guide,  and  they  never  accepted  the  tenets  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  When  in  the 
eleventh  century  Rome  asserted  her  supremacy 
Vaudois  missionaries  traveled  into  Hungary,  Bo- 
hemia, France,  England  and  Scotland;  they  point- 
ed to  Rome  as  the  Antichrist,  and  they  taught,  as 
they  believed,  the  pure  faith  of  the  apostolic  age. 
Now  we  see  the  results  of  these  simple-minded,  yet 
faithful,  Vaudois.  Germany  and  Bohemia  were 
reformed  by  the  teachings  of  Piedmont  ;  PIuss  and 
Jerome  did  litde  more  than  proclaim  the  Vaudois 
faith  ;  Luther  and  Calvin,  Wycliffe  and  Knox  were 
only  the  necessary  offspring  of  the  apostolic 
churches.  Persecudons,  massacres,  martyrdoms 
and  crusades  followed  for  four  centuries,  which 
only  added  link  to  link  in  the  chain  nf  Christian 
civilization,  and  through  this  came  the  Reforma- 
tion which  convulsed  Europe,  destroying  priesdv 
despotism  and  [ilanting  liberty  of  conscience  as  the 
sovereign  power  of  religious  freedom.  To  the 
•  firm  faith  of  these  early  martyrs,  and  their  simple 
prayers,  are  the  Protestants  of  this  country  indebt- 
ed for  much  they  enjoy  of  religious  liberty.  The 
"every  day"  of  time  gradually  blots  from  the 
world's  records  events  that  were  imee  realities,  and 
many  scenes  of  the  present  are  only  enactments  of 
the  past.  Changes  take  place  that  are  wrought 
out  to  wait  the  exigencies  of  surrounding  circum- 
stances to  develop  new  forms  of  ci\ ilization. 


At  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  Refor- 
mation seemed  to  have  freed  itself  from  bondage, 
and  was  ready  for  new  conquests  in  the  waste  places 
of  the  New  \\'orld,  Holland,  England.  Scotland, 
Germany,  France  were  now  foremost  among  the 
reformers  to  establish  freedom  of  worship.  They 
saw  that  the  church  was  the  creation  of  the  people, 
that  it  owed  its  existence  to  the  human  labors  and 
divine  gifts  of  men,  and  that  the  doctrine  of  passive 
obedience  was  not  acceptable  to  its  followers,  and 
they  resolved  to  find  a  land  where  they  could  es- 
tablish a  system  of  religion  free  from  despotism; 
and  with  piety  most  fervid  and  courage  undaunted, 
amidst  hardships  and  privations,  yet  enUiusiastic 
of  success,  they  bade  adieu  to  the  scenes  of  conten- 
tion, and  on  the  virgin  soil  of  America  founded 
that  system  of  religion  and  education  which  is  the 
jjride  of  our  boasted  civilization.  Early  in  its  his- 
tory Bethlehem  received  the  seeds  of  this  stock, 
which  were  transplanted  and  spread  over  her  fair 
domain  with  wonderful  growth,  and  her  many 
churches  attest  the  truth  that  right  principles  and 
honest  convictions  of  human  progress  will  grow 
and  become  powerful  as  an  element  of  moral 
greatness.  IMany  of  the  first  and  early  settlers  were 
deeply  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  reverence  for  sacred 
things,  and  their  hearts  overllowed  with  thanks- 
giving for  the  early  instruction  they  received  from 
pious  parents  ere  they  departed  for  the  heavenly 
country. 

There  are  in  this  town  eight  churches,  of  the  fol- 
lowing denominations  :  two  Reformed,  three 
jNIethodist,  one  Presbyterian,  one  True  Reformed 
Dutch,  and  one  Methodist  chapel.  With  their 
history  and  early  struggles  much  that  would  be  of 
interest  has  not  been  carefully  recorded,  and  those 
who  were  active  participants  in  the  organization  of 
the  first  churches  have  disappeared  from  the  scenes 
of  life,  "but  their  works  do  follow  them."  The 
first  setders  resided  near  the  city,  and  thither  they 
wended  their  way  for  instructions  and  social  com- 
munion in  sacred  things.  Their  landed  posses- 
sions were,  in  many  instances,  large  ;  but  these, 
with  hard  work,  only  gave  them  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  however  ready  the  heart,  the  purse  failed 
to  respond.  Thus  tliey  were  denied  for  a  season  the 
blessings  which  came  afterward.  The  first  church 
organization  in  Bethlehem  took  place  about  1790. 

First  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  — now 
"  First  Reformed  Church"  of  Bethlehem — was  or- 
ganized in  1793.  ^"^^  ^794  Stephen  Van  Rensse- 
laer gave  the  society  100  acres  of  land,  known  as  the 

I  ' '  Parsonage  Farm.  '  The  church  has  been  ser\ etl  b\ 

1  the  following  as  successive  pastors  : 
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Christian  Bork,  Totcr  Verbagh,  Ralpli  Wester- 
velt,  Samuel  Kis.sam,  Ralpli  Willis.  John  Simon- 
son,  Henry Voorhee?,  Wm.  J.  Skillman;  Joseph 
P.  Davis,  present  pastor. 

The  church  reports  150  families,  229  members, 
sustains  five  Sabbath  schools,  \vith  340  scholars. 
The  present  church  building  is  of  ^vood,  and  will 
seat  800. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  P.  Davis  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled pastor  June  17,  1SS4.  The  following  con- 
stitute the  present  consistory  :  Elders — John  G. 
Vanderzee,  Asa  Bailey,  Daniel  P.  Winne,  David 
Mead.  Deacons — Vcdder  Niver,  Francis  Selkirk, 
Louis  iNIyers,  Jr.,  David  FI.  \'roman. 

The  Reformed  Church  at  Adams  Station  was  built 
in  the  year  1841.  At  that  time  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  "Union  Ref.  Church,''  located  at  Union- 
ville,  living  some  distance  from  the  church,  pro- 
posed that  a  chapel  should  be  erected  at  Adams- 
ville. 

For  this  purpose an  acre  of  land  Avas  donated 
by  Nathaniel  Adams,  in  the  center  of  the  village, 
and  a  commodious  chapel  was  erected  and  occu- 
pied as  a  preaching  station  in  connection  with  the 
Union  Church,  which  was  then  under  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  Rev.  Simon  V.  E.  Westfall.  After 
Mr.  Westfall  departed  for  the  West,  in  1S47,  it  was 
determined  to  secure  an  organization  for  a  church 
at  Adamsville.  Forty-four  members  of  the  Union 
Church  petitioned  and  rejiresented  their  case, 
asking  to  be  dismissed  from  said  church  for  the 
purpose  of  a  separate  organization  ;  also  asking 
that  a  special  meeting  of  the  "Chassis  of  Albany" 
be  called  to  act  on  their  application. 

On  the  loth  of  January,  1848,  the  Consistory  of 
"Union  Church  resolved  to  grant  the  request  of 
the  petitioners  ;  to  deed  to  the  proper  authorities 
the  church  property  at  Adamsville,  also  to  appoint 
two  commissioners  to  report  their  proceedings  to 
classis  and  secure  their  assent  in  organizing  the 
new  society.  On  the  24 ih  of  January  the  com- 
missioners of  the  church,  Peter  Palmateerand  Leon- 
ard G.  Ten  Eyck,  met  with  the  commissioners  of 
Classis,  Rev.  Duncan  Kennedy  and  John  Q. 
Wilson,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  and  provided  by 
classical  action  for  the  organization. 

Elders  Leonard  G.  Ten  Eyck  and  Peter  Hilton, 
Deacons  Wm.  H.  Slingerland  and  Joen  Van  Al- 
len, of  Union  Church,  wore  constituted  a  distinct 
consistory  for  the  new  church,  and  un  the  3d  of 
February,  1S4S,  they  certified  to  the  title  by  M'hich 
the  church  and  congregation  should  be  known 
and  designated,  viz.,  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  in  the  Town  of  Jkthlehemj  in  the  County 


of  Albany  ;  their  action  being  duly  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  Couni\-  Clerk. 

On  the  2  7lh  of  March,  1S48,  a  call  was  ex- 
tended to  the  Rev.  John  A.  Lansing  to  become  their 
pastor,  which  was  accepteil,  and  for  twch'e  years  he 
faithfully  and  successfully  administered  to  this  ccn- 
grcgatiun  in  all  things  spiritual  and  temporal.  In 
the  spring  of  iS^to  he  resigned  his  charge.  During 
his  pastorale  a  fme  parsonage  was  built  on  land 
adjoining  the  church,  in  1S51.  The  church 
luiilding  was  enlarged,  repaired  and  impro\ed 
in  1859.  He  died  full  of  honors  in  the  year 
1SS4. ' 

On  the  I  St  of  October,  1S60,  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Lansing  Pearse  was  called  to  the  pastorate,  and  his 
labors  still  continue  with  the  church. 

In  1879  the  cluirch  edifice  was  renovated  and 
repaired,  and  the  present  year,  1SS4,  the  congre- 
gation is  engaged  building  an  addition  to  the' 
church  for  the  use  of  the  Sabbath  school  and  social 
meetings. 

The  present  officers  are  :  Elders — John  ]Mc- 
Harg,  John  L.  Winne,  Garret  Van  Allen,  James 
Onderdonk.  Deacons — Edwin  Van  Allen,  Rich- 
ard E.  Becker,  John  Maher,  George  C.  Adams. 
President  of  Consistory  reports  90  families,  200 
communicants,  an  average  of  75  Sabbath  school 
scholars.  The  school  was  organized  in  1S48,  and 
continues  regularly  through  the  winter  and  sum- 
mer. Total  amount  contributed  for  benevolent 
and  church  purposes,  $1,300.  The  church  and 
surroundings  are  very  pleasant. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bethlehem  was 
organized  November  3,  1835,  by  Rev.  John  fl. 
Campbell,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  Wm.  P.  Davis.  It 
consisted  of  lifty-three  members.  The  first  pastor 
was  Rev.  Wm.  P.  Davis,  who  was  ordained  and 
installed  December  i,  1835.  The  first  house  of 
worship  was  erected  the  same  year  at  a  cost  of 
$i,Soo.  It  was  enlarged  and  refitted  in  1S69  at  a 
cost  of  S4,ooo.  It  will  now  seat  300.  Connected 
with  it  is  a  commodious  parsonage,  and  the  society 
is  prosperous.  The  church  is  located  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  west  of  Hurslvillc.  The  following 
is  the  order  of  pastors  who  have  served  this  con- 
gregation : 

Revs.  William  P.  Davis,  from  1835  to  1841;  Jo- 
seph Ro.>ekrans.  from  February,  1843  to  1 84 9;  G. 
]M.  Blodgett,  as  a  supply,  from  1846  to  1856; 
Benjamin  H.  Pitman  (sujiply);  J.  J.  Cameron,  fn>m 
1S57  to  1S61;  J.  W.  Edie,  1S6S  to  1870;  David 
Heron,  187010  iSSo.  Wm.  E.  h'aulkner,  the  pres- 
ent pastor,  graduated  from  Union  College  in  1873, 
and  from  Union  Theological  Seminar}-,  New  York, 
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in  1S7S;  was  ordained  by  the  Albany  Presbytery, 
at  East  Nassau,  in  1S79,  and  installed  as  pastor  of 
this  church,  Marcli,  1S80. 

The  following  were  tlie  first  Elders:  Jonathan  E. 
Walley,  John  R.  Eullock,  \\-)lkert  V.  Bullock. 
The  present  Elders  are  Horatio  McHarg  and 
James  Buchanan.  The  pastor  reports  tlfty  flimilies, 
ninety  communicants,  ninety-five  Sabbath-school 
scholars  and  teachers.  Contributions  for  all  pur- 
poses, $900. 

The  IMcthodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Adams* 
Station  was  organized  as  early  as  1S30,  and  a 
building  was  erected  about  1S33.  Henry  Wil- 
liams, first  preacher,  followed  by  Rev.  James 
Quinlan,  Joshua  Poor,  Joel  Squires  and  others. 
Among  the  first  members  were  Holmes  Hotaling, 
Daniel  Clark,  John  Oliver  and  wife,  Benjamin 
Holmes  and  wife,  William  Coughtry  and  wife, 
James  Sig.sbee,  Miss  Patterson,  now  widow  Caley. 
In  1850  another  building  was  erected  and  the  lo- 
cation changed.  This  second  cliurch  edifice  was 
east  of  the  school-house,  and  was  taken  down  by  a 
part  of  the  congregation  in  1871.  This  caused  a 
division  in  the  church  organization,  and  the  third 
or  present  M,  E.  church  of  Adamsville  was  erected 
in  the  year  1873.  The  first  pastor  was  Peter  B. 
Harrower,  succeeded  by  J.  A.  Clark.  The  con- 
gregation numbers  twenty-five  families,  fifty  com- 
municants, sixty  Sabbath-school  scholars;  contri- 
butions for  all  purposes,  $6oc.  The  building  will 
seat  300.  Present  officers  :  Trustees — Henry  B. 
Tutde,  William  Flagler,  John  W.  Cook,  D.  A. 
Clark,  David  Couse,  John  L  Pool,  William  Fir- 
man, Abram  Van  Wie,  Jacob  Hotaling.  Present 
pastor,  James  H.  Hall. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  located  at 
Slingerlands  was  originally  the  Society  of  Adams- 
ville, but  in  187-  they  divided  and  erected  a  cliurch 
edifice  at  Slingerlands,  thus  forming  two  organiza- 
tions. The  building  is  of  brick,  41  x62  feet,  with 
Sabbath-school  and  lecture-room,  24  x  42  feet:  has 
a  seating  capacity  for  350  persons  and  cost  $9,000. 
Sheds  are  attached.  The  first  officers  of  this  So- 
ciety were  David  Couse,  John  Wademan,  Robert 
Frasier,  Hezekiah  Van  Bureii,  David  Winne,  luhn 
Ostrander,  William  Simmons;  Revs.  D.  B.  !Mc- 
Kenzie  and  All'red  Farr,  pastors.  The  following 
are  the  present  trustees  :  Albert  Sliiigerland,  D.  C. 
Hammond,  James  Hutt,  John  Wademan,  John 
Ostrander,  R(.>l>ert  Frasier,  J.  M.  Simmons;  Rev. 
W.  P)rundage,   pastor.     The  pastor  reporls 

ninety  families,  se\enty-four  members,  one  hun- 
dred Sabbath-school  scholars;  money  contributed  j 
for  all  purpuses  $1,500.  I 


iMethodist  Episcopal  Clnnxl;  at  South  Bethlehem. 
— A  short  distance  east  of  Becker's  Corners,  on  the 
2ctli  day  of  November,  1S23,  was  dedicated  the 
first  .Methodist  churcli  in  this  town.  It  was  a 
building  42x36  feet,  located  on  lands  of  Belts 
Chatterton,  and  in  1S24  the  following  trustees 
were  elected  :  Robert  D.  Carhart,  President;  Isaac 
S.  Wright,  Treasurer;  Joel  Squires,  Secretar}- ; 
John  Ten  Eyck,  Hugh  JoU}-,  William  Cooper, 
Joshua  Poor.  Bradley  H.  Click  and  Jolm  C. 
Green  were  the  first  preachers.  In  1S45  this 
building  was  taken  down  and  timber  used  in  part 
for  the  construction  of  another  church  eilifice  lo- 
cated at  South  Bethlehem  (Janes'  Corners)  and 
dedicated  in  February,  1846,  as  the  First  ^klethodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Bethlehem.  The  first  trustees 
were  Hugh  Jolly,  Jehoichim  Spawn,  Hercules 
Baddo,  Charles  Chapman;  Cornelius  Waggoner, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  First  pastors,  Reuben 
H.  Bloomer  and  Jason  Wells.  The  present  ofii- 
cers  are  James  W.  Jolly,  Ambrose  Wiltsie,  Fred- 
erick Schaubb,  Andrew  Ten  I^}ck,  Plenry  Friday, 
Alvah  Tompkins,  Hugli  A.  Mother,  John  ^losher, 
Aaron  Hakes.  Present  pastor,  John  W.  Buskins, 
who  reports  fifty-six  families,  115  members,  ninety- 
seven  Sabbath-school  pupils  and  eleven  teachers. 
Total  amount  of  contributions,  8i,ico.  The  con- 
gregation owns  a  parsonage  and  sheds. 

A  free  chapel  for  religious  purposes  was  erected 
in  1877  on  the  premises  of  Stephen  Baumes,  near 
Cedar  Hill.  The  furniture  in  part  was  the  dona- 
tion of  Mr.  Parsons.  The  Good  Temj)lars  hold 
their  meetings  in  this  building. 

In  the  year  1S22  a  number  of  churches,  by  rea- 
son of  difference  in  doctrine  and  practice,  seceded 
from  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  and  organized 
themselves  into  the  "  Ciassis  of  Union,  "  with  the 
name  or  title  of  "True  Reformed  Dutch  Church." 
About  1827  the  True  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of 
Bethle'iem  was  organized  as  a  member  of  that 
ciassis,  being  subordinate  to  its  ecclesiastic  jurisdic- 
tion and  discipline.  I'he  churcli  edifice  of  this  so- 
ciety is  near  Bethlehem  Center  and  was  built  about 
1854.  The  structure  is  of  wood,  pleasantly  lo- 
cated, with  sheds  attached,  easy  of  access  from  all 
points,  and  within  four  miles  of  the  city.  The 
first  pastor  was  Fleury  Bellinger,  who  ser\-ed  the 
congregation  faithfully  for  fifty  vears.  He  ceased 
from  his  earthly  labors  in  1S77.  The  fuat  olTicers  of 
this  church  were  Peter  Kimmey,  Storm  Vandcrzee, 
David  Kiinme}'.  The  present  officers  are:  Elders — 
H.  V>.  Loucks,  Daniel  De  Freest.  Deacons — Joseph 
Rel_\ea,  William  Baumes.  The  preseni  pastor  is  ' 
Rev,  N.  A.  Fish,  who  resides  in  Alban}  City. 
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The  "Classis  of  Union"  is  composed  of  six 
churches,  one  in  each  of  the  following  counties: 
Albany,  Fulton,  IMontgomery,  Rensselaer,  Rock- 
land and  Schoharie. 

Baptist  IMission  Chapel,  at  Kenwood,  was  built 
in  1866  by  William  Sawyer,  and  by  him  conveyed 
to  the  Baptist  ^Missionary  Association,  as  an  abso- 
lute free  gift,  to  be  used  by  the  society  forever  as  a 
place  of  worship  and  for  Sabbath-school  purposes. 
This  is  another  of  the  many  benefactions  of  this 
noble-hearted  Christian. 

Religious  societies  or  church  organizations  out- 
side of  the  city  did  not  assume  any  prominence 
until  1790.  About  this  time  a  few  organizations 
were  effected  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
There  was  a  cause  for  this  sudden  and  simul- 
taneous uprising  of  the  religious  people.  One  of 
the  causes,  if  not  the  chief,  was  the  introduction  of 
revivals  by  Methodist  preachers,  who,  inspired  by 
the  fervor,  emotion  and  spirit  of  their  work,  became 
enthusiastic,  and  soon  manifestations  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest  followed. 

The  effect  was  to  cjuicken  the  indifferent  con- 
sciences of  those  who  had  become  dull  and  torpid 
to  renew  their  vows,  and  to  rouse  them  from 
a  lethargy  of  religious  inactivity.  The  efforts  and 
preaching  of  Bishop  Asbury,  Freeborn  Garrison, 
John  Crawford  and  others  stimulated  the  pious 
people  to  greater  exertions,  and  organizations  were 
effected  about  1790.  The  erection  of  church  edi- 
fices followed,  and  a  general  revival  was  continued 
and  carried  forward  by  other  denominations  ^^•ith 
success.  _ 

Churches  and  religious  societies  have  multiplied; 
the  work  connected  with  their  continuance  requires 
untiring  zeal,  spiritual  devotion  and  many  sacri- 
fices. Has  the  inlluence  of  religious  teaching 
upon  the  general  advancement  of  moral  ideas  been 
a  success If  it  has  done  no  more  than  arouse  a 
spirit  of  reform  to  live  better  lives,  to  be  pure  and 
temperate,  truthful  and  charitable,  it  has  made  so- 
ciety more  safe  and  humane,  inspired  a  higher  and 
nobler  national  life,  and  taught  mankind  the  obli- 
gations of  honesty  and  fidelity  in  the  common 
struggle  for  a  livelihood. 

Education.  ~V)\i\'\x\'^  the  Colonial  Government 
education  received  very  little  attention,  and  in  the 
thinly  settled  neighborhoods,  away  from  the  city, 
was  usually  conducted  in  the  family  ;  in  time,  sev- 
eral families  would  unite  and  em[)lov  a  teacher. 
As  population  increased,  and  pn 'speriiy  brightened 
their  future,  a  growing  interest  for  the  advancement 
"of  social  and  useful  knowledge  gave  an  impulse  for 
a  more  liberal  system  of  education,  and  schools 


were  now  organized  through  mdividual  effort  :  but 
these  met  with  more  or  less  opposition  until  after 
hostilities  ceased.  It  was  not  until  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  century  that  districts  were 
arranged  and  schools  organized  by  concentrating 
the  children  of  neighborhoods,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  qualified  teachers  by  authority  to  instruct 
in  the  primary  branches  and  impart  sume  knowl- 
edge of  numbers.  This  advance  was  the  starting 
point  for  a  better  system  and  higher  grade  of  con- 
'ducting  common  schools,  though  the  progress 
which  followed  even  after  the  State  assumed  control 
of  the  schools  was  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

For  several  }'ears  a  routine  system  was  adopted, 
the  result  of  which  was  a  slow  development  of  the 
natural  faculties  of  the  pupils  ;  init  there  came  a 
demand  for  higher  cultivation  of  those  branches 
that  were  essential  for  business  pursuits  and  a  pro- 
fessional life. 

At  the  present  time  public  opinion  is  advancing 
in  the  interest  of  universal  education,  and  the 
opinion  is  sustained  by  the  liberality  of  the  State 
and  the  intelligence  of  the  people.  Education 
which  reveals  the  natural  laws  that  concern  the 
welfiire  and  elevation  of  every  individual  is  the 
basis  of  modern  philosophy  and  the  recognized 
system  for  tlie  common  schools. 

It  is  certain  that  much  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  past  few  years  by  the  enlightened  efforts  of 
educators,  in  the  methods  adopted,  the  course  of 
studies  pursued,  the  higher  grade  of  text  books,  and 
the  general  appliances  to  aid  in  acquiring  knowl- 
edge and  in  higher  scientific  research. 

With  continued  exertion  and  a  determination  on 
the  part  of  teachers  to  honor  their  profession,  they 
may  do  much  for  their  own  recognition,  as  public 
benefactors,  and  receive  what  their  services  deserve 
from  a  grateful  and  liberal  community.  School 
trustees  should  know  how  to  spend  money  as  well 
as  to  economize,  and  the  public  are  apt  to  be  better 
served  when  the  faithful  teacher  receives  a  just 
recompense. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  schools,  teaching, 
with  many,  was  only  a  present  means  of  support, 
and  too  often  the  certificate  of  qualification  was 
given  without  regard  to  ability,  tact,  aptitude, 
knowledge  or  judgment,  and  the  teacher  who 
could  enforce  his  orders  and  control  to  obedience 
by  the  rod  or  ferule  was  a  man  to  be  highly  com- 
plimented a^>  one  well  accomplished  to  educate  the 
}-outh  under  his  iron  rule.  But  we  have  now  dis- 
co\ered  a  better  way.  The  wise  trustee  now  cm- 
pKns  a  man  or  a  woman  in  the  school  under  his 
charge,  \sho  has  the  faculty  of  goNernnient,  whose 
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rule  is  that  of  a  higher  intellect  and  a  stronger 
will  power,  ruling  without  violence  in  its  little 
kingdom. 

If  the  teachers  oi  this  day  are  in  advance  of  their 
predecessors,  it  is  no  more  than  should  be  ex- 
pected from  the  special  training  schools  and 
teacher  classes  established  throughout  the  State  by 
an  enlightened  public  policy  of  our  common- 
wealth. 

Among  some  of  the  earlier  teachers  of  Bethlehem 
were  Wallace,  McCracken,  Harmannes  Van  Huy- 
sen,  Goodhue,  Talmage,  Davis,  Bennett.  Smith, 
Nelson  (an  old  soldier),  Jacob  K.  Marshal,  Colley, 
Hezekiah  Burhans  (author  of  a  spelling  book). 
Miss  Hoyt,  Mrs.  Porter,  Daniel  Haynes. 

There  are  fourteen  school  districts,  with  the  same 
number  of  school-houses,  in  the  township,  employ- 
ing during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1S83, 
twenty  ditTerent  teachers. 

The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  of  each 
district  : 
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One  of  the  first  school-houses,  built  of  logs,  was 
on  the  Nicolls  flirm,  at  Cedar  Ilili.     In  iSoj,  on 


the  day  Fulton  went  up  the  river  in  his  steamboat, 
the  scholars  at  this  school  witnessed  the  passage  of 
the  boat,  and  the  event  made  a  lasting  impres>iun 
upon  their  minds. 

At  that  time  this  was  the  only  school-house  from 
the  Coeymans  line  to  Albany  ;  there  have  been  five 
districts  organized  from  this  one,  and  they  are 
prosperous,  with  convenient  and  comfortable  school- 
houses  and  pleasant  surroundings.  The  school- 
houses  of  the  township  are  all  a  great  improvement 
upon  the  past  ;  many  are  brick,  the  others  are  of 
wood.  Some  are  arranged  for  two  departments 
and  employ  two  teachers. 

Phvsicidns. — At  the  close  of  the  colonial  govern- 
ment there  were  two  American  medical  colleges — 
one  in  Philadelphia,  the  other  in  New  York  Citv. 
The  operations  of  both  were  suspended  during  tlie 
Revolutionary  War.  The  great  majority  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  colonies  had  ob- 
tained what  education  they  possessed  in  commen- 
cing practice  by  having  served  as  apprendccs  to 
medical  practitioners,  their  duties  embracing  menial 
offices  as  well  as  study  and  the  compounding  of 
medicines.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  two 
American  colleges  resumed  operations :  three 
others  came  into  existence  before  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  centur}',  and  the  number  of  graduates 
from  all  these  institutions  at  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century  had  not  much  exceeded  two  hun- 
dred. During  the  first  half  of  the  present  centurv, 
medical  colleges  were  multiplied  rapidly  and  dis- 
tributed among  the  States,  and  many  established  in 
small  villages,  which  met  the  requirements  of  many 
whose  pecuniary  resources  were  limited.  During 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century  there  has  been  pro- 
gressive improvement  in  collegiate  and  post-col- 
legiate instructions  by  means  of  extensions  oi  the 
terms  of  lectures,  the  institution  of  special  courses, 
the  systematic  regulation  of  study  with  recitations, 
and  the  advantages  of  public  and  private  hospitals, 
and  the  demonstrations  in  operative  and  clinical 
surgery. 

The  study,  in  a  limited  degree,  of  hvgiene  and 
the  laws  relating  to  sanitary  science  in  our  public 
schools  is  a  step  in  advance,  and  there  is  reason  to 
hope  that  much  may  be  accomplished  in  this  new 
direction,  and  for  diffusing  and  encouraging  as  far 
as  practicable  this  means  of  knowledge  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  public  is  essential;  hence  the  impor- 
tance of  awakening  general  interest  on  the  subject. 

Previous  to  iSco  there  were  no  physicians  loca- 
ted in  the  township.  When  a  di)ctor  was  wanted, 
Albany  was  near,  and  tlie  services  of  one  coidd 
soon  be  procured. 
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The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  those 
who  were  practicing-  physicians  iu  the  township. 
Those  marked  with  a  are  dead.  Among  the  first 
were  :  Doctors  Hallcnbeck,*  S.  Bailey,*  Clark,* 
Delamater,*  Day,*  Dennick,*  Frosser, *  P.  B. 
Noxen,*  G.  Spalding,*  Harris,*  L.  G.  Warren,* 
S.  Dickson,*  Thomas  Lloyd,*  D.  Spingsteed.* 
Following  these  were  :  John  Babcock,*  R.  Y.  Bul- 
lock,* French,*  J.  Van  Allen,*  J.  H.  Fitch,  John 
Bradley,  Abram  De  Graff. 

The  present  physicians  located  in  the  town  are  : 
Charles  E.  Seger,  atCallanan's;  born  in  New  Scot- 
land; received  his  preliminary  education  at  Ash- 
land and  Fort  Edward;  studied  medicine  with  Drs. 
Mosher  and  Fordenbergh;  graduated  from  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1S63  ;  practiced  in  Coeymans 
two  years  ;  West  Stockbridge,  IMass.,  two  years; 
tlience  at  Canaan  Center  and  Canaan  G.  Corners, 
Albany,  Adams  Station,  and  settled  at  Calanan's, 
1882. 

Dr.  James  H.  Gallup,  at  Adams  Station;  gradu- 
ated from  Albany  jNIedical  College,  1871;  settled 
here  1S81. 

J.  R.  Davidson  located  at  South  Bethlehem  in 
1878.  Union  College  in  Sophomore  and  Junior 
class  ;  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  with  Drs.  S. 
O.  Vanderpool  and  Sickles ;  graduated  from  Al- 
bany Medical  College  in  1869,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Castleton,  Rensselaer 
County. 

D.  C.  Case  graduated  from  Albany  Medical 
College  in  1870;  studied  medicine  with  Drs.  P.  S. 
Swart,  of  Schoharie,  and  Prof  Pomfret ;  practiced 
medicine  at  Stamford,  Delaware  County,  and  located 
at  Slingerlands  in  1877. 

INCORPORATED  SOCIETIES.  —  CEMETER- 
IES. 

The  Bethlehem  Mutual  Insurance  Association 
was  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  in  1S54. 
The  affairs  of  the  Association  are  managed  by  a 
board  of  eight  Directors,  from  which  are  elected  a 
President,  Vice-President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  Executive  Committee.  The  first  Directors  of 
this  Association  were  John  Soop,*  George  F.  In- 
brie,  Richard  Kimmey,*  Christopher  Becker, 
Jeremiah  j\Iead,*  Samuel  Van  Allen,  John  Bab- 
cock, Leonard  G.  Ten  Eyck.*  The  business  of 
the  Association  is  divided  iniu  four  distinct  classes, 
or  risks,  upon  property  insured. 

The  Secretary  reports  (December,  ibSj)  as  fol- 
lows : 

•  I>ead. 


Whole  amount  of  property  now  insured  in  this 


Association  in  First  Class  is  $904,7(X)  00 

In  Second  Class  is   11,200  00 

III  Third  Class  is   4,050  00 

In  Fourth  Class  is   8,Sco  00 


Total  $928,750  00 


The  present  (1S84)  Directors  and  Officers  are: 
President,  Alliertus  W.  Becker ;  Vice-President, 
John  J.  Mull;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  G.  F. 
Imbrie  ;  David  N.  IMead,  Isaac  Van  Allen,  Rens- 
selaer Lasher,  George  C.  Adams,  Jacob  Flotaling. 

Bethlehem  Conscript  Society,  an  association  I'or 
protection  against  the  depredations  of  horse  thieves, 
was  organized  August,  1S75.  The  object  of  this 
society  is  for  the  pursuit  and  recovery  of  horses  and 
wagons  when  stolen  from  any  member.  The  first 
officers  were:  A.  W.  Becker,  Treasurer;  \Mlliam 
Kimmey,  Vice-Treasurer ;  John  J.  ]\Iull,  Isaac 
Van  Allen,  John  F.  Shafer,  Auditors.  The 
present  officers;  A.  W.  Becker,  President  and 
Treasurer;  William  Kimmey,  Vice-Treasurer;  P. 
A.  ]Miller,  Secretary  ;  John  J.  Mull  and  John  S. 
Russell,  Auditors. 

Bethlehem  Grange,  No.  137,  organized  Marcli, 
1874.  Incorporated  in  accordance  with  State  and 
county  laws.  The  lodge  is  located  at  Becker's 
Corners,  where  they  own  a  lot  of  land,  upon  which 
is  a  two-story  frame  building,  for  lodge  meetings, 
and  the  distribution  of  stores  to  members.  It  is 
\alued  at  $2,000.  The  lodge  numbers  about  60 
members.  The  first  President  was  Jurian  Winne. 
John  S.  Lasher  now  fills  that  office. 

The  Light  0/  Bdh/ehe/n,  No.  1 1 S,  Lndependcnt 
Order  of  Good  Templars,  was  instituted  October 
r,  1879,  with  twenty-two  charter  members.  Tlie 
lodge  holds  its  meetings  in  the  Baumes  Chapel,  at 
Cedar  Plill.  The  following  are  the  officers  :  J.  S. 
Baumes,  W.  C.  T. ;  J.  G.  Vandrezee,  J.  B.  Baumes, 
Eugene  Sutta,  Mrs.  John  Baumes,  Jacob  S.  Nich- 
olson, Ed.  McNary,  Charles  Shagnon,  E.  E.  \^'est- 
fall,  R.  Baumes,  '  William  Hughes,  Miss  E.G. 
Holmes,  ]Mrs.  F.  G.  Schemcrhorn,  Stephen 
Baumes,  P.  W.  C.  T.  and  L.  D. 

Friendly  Union  Lodge,  No.  92,  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  was 
instituted  at  New  Scotland  village  in  1S48,  and  in 
1858  the  lodge  was  abandoned  and  charter  surren- 
dered. The  following,  among  others,  were  members: 
David  White,  Joseph  J.  Moak,  Peter  V.  W.  Brooks, 
Ebenezer  E.  Wands,  John  Craver,  David  Couse. 
The  lodge  was  reorganized  as  No.  38 1,  I.  O.  O. 
F. ,  in  18 — ,  and  in  1S83  was  remcived  to  Slinger- 
lands, where  they  are  now  located  and  hold  their 
meetings. 
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A  Mason's  Lodge  was  instituted  at  Babcock's 
Corners  about  1820,  and  continued  for  several 
years,  hoKiing  their  meetings  at  first  at  the  house  ol 
John  Ilaswcll,  and  then  removing  to  the  house  of 
John  Kilderhouse  about  1S24.  The  fallowing 
persons  were  menil)ers  :  Henry  B.  Haswell,  Abram 
Drummond,  John  W.  Wands,  John  11.  Burhans, 
Nathaniel  Sawyer,  Peter  Esmay,  John  Haswell, 
John  Kelderhouse,  Josliua  Babcock,  John  P.  Mc- 
Harg. 

Slar  0/  BctJiIchcm  Division,  No.  305,  Sons  of 
Temperance,  was  organized  at  Adamsville,  Febru- 
ary 14,  1868;  removed  to  Slingerlands,  and  in 
1 87 1  disbanded  and  surrendered  their  charter. 

BcthlcJuun  Cemcicry  Association,  of  the  Town  of 
Bethlehem,  Albany  Co.,  was  organized  November 
3,  1865,  pursuant  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing ihe  incorporation  of  rural  cemetery  asso- 
ciations," being  chapter  133  of  the  laws  of  1S47. 
At  this  meeting  the  following  were  elected  trustees 
and  oflicers  :  President,  John  Van  Allen,  D. 
Vice-President,  Jacob  llotaling ;  Secretary,  Rev.  J. 
Lansing  Pearse ;  Treasurer,  John  H.  Booth  ; 
Superintendent,  George  C.  Adams  ;  Robert  Fra- 
zier,  Anell  Crocker,  George  M.  Bender,  John  ]M. 
Hotaling. 

The  grounds  of  the  cemetery  contain  about 
thirty  acres,  and  are  located  four  miles  west 
from  the  City  of  Albany  and  about  half  a  mile  east 
of  the  Second  Reformed  Church,  and  the  same  dis- 
tance from  Adamsville,  the  first  station  on  the  Al- 
bany and  Susquehanna  Railroad.  This  cemetery 
is  laid  out  with  taste  and  has  much  of  the  appear- 
ance of  a  park.  The  monuments  are  numerou.s, 
and  are  noticeable  for  their  variety  and  beauty.  Or- 
namental trees  diickly  shade  the  avenues,  and  llow- 
ering  shrubs  add  much  to  the  variety. 

The  present  officers  are:  R.  G.  Wilks,  President: 
Jacob  Hotaling,  Vice-President ;  Rev.  J.  L. 
Pearse,  Secretary;  John  M.  Hcttaling,  Treasurer: 
George  C.  Adams,  Superintendent. 

Elmwopd  Cemetery,  near  the  First  Reformed 
Church,  and  on  the  Bethlehem  {ilank  road,  con- 
tains ten  acres  of  land,  regularly  arranged,  with 
many  stately  monuments  and  other  attractions. 
The  front  is  beauufully  shaded  widi  a  row  of  tine 
elms,  which  add  very  much  to  the  general  a[)pear- 
ancc  and  surroundings.  The  association  was  or- 
ganized September,  1S61.  Tlic  present  uificers 
and  trustees  are:  Peter  Xiver,  President;  D.  P. 
Winne,  Secretary ;  Louis  Myers,  Treasurer  ;  Juhn 
Bullock,  Robert  Selkirk,  Zachariah  Ryker. 


Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery  is  located  at  South 
Betldeliem,  and  was  organized  in  connection  with 
the  r^r.  E.  Church,  in  the  year  1863.  The  land 
was  the  gift  of  John  Callanan,  who  was  the  first 
person  buried  in  the  grounds.  The  lot  contains 
nine  acres,  and  command-^  a  fine  view,  has  a  grad- 
ual slope,  convenient  of  access,  and  soil  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose.  The  surroundings  are 
attractive,  and  improvements  continually  made, 
which  add  to  the  interest  of  the  sacred  place.  The 
first  officers  were:  Jehoichim  Spawn,  President:  L. 
C.  Tuttle,  Treasurer ;  Frederick  Schaubb,  Secre- 
tary. The  present  trustees  and  officers  are  :  James 
W.  Jolly,  President  and  Treasurer ;  Robert  Mc- 
Donald, Secretary  ;  Hugh  INIosher,  .\lbert  Tomp- 
kins, Andrew  Ten  Eyck,  F.  Schaubb,  Henr\-  Fri- 
dav,  Ambrose  Wiltsie  and  Aaron  Hicks. 

Cemetery  of  the  Congrcgatio?i  Bethel"  was  or- 
ganized in  183S,  with  the  following  directors  and 
officers :  President,  Philip  Aultman  :*  Mvcrs 
Reiss, *  Treasurer;  N.  Samson  Schwartz,*  Secre- 
I  tary.  The  present  officers  are  :  Simon  Hessberg, 
President  ;  Henry  L  Hershberg,  Treasurer;  Sig- 
mund  Adler,  Secretary.  This  cemetery  is  located 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson  River,  one  mile 
south  of  the  city,  near  the  Abbey  Hotel.  The 
officers  live  in  the  city. 

Burst  German  E-'angelical  I-^utheran  Church 
Cemetery  is  located  at  Bethlehem  Center,  and  con- 
tains about  five  acres  of  land,  and  is  tastefully  laid 
out  in  plats,  with  walks  and  avenues.  It  v\as  or- 
ganized by  the  church  society  in  1S74,  widi  the 
following  officers,  who  are  elected  for  three  years  : 
Frederick  Bilhaurser,  President;  David  Spindler, 
Treasurer ;  Philip  Pabst,  Secretary.  The  present 
officers  are  :  Ludwick  Domke,  President  ;  Matthew 
Demgen,  Treasurer  ;  Philip  Pabst,  Secretary.  All 
reside  in  Albany. 

Calvary  Cemetery,  of  the  St.  John's  Catholic 
Church  of  Albany,  is  located  on  elevated  ground  at 
Bethlehem  Center,  and  contains  seventeen  acres  cif 
land,  beautifully  situated  and  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose.  A  part  of  the  lot  is  laid  out,  and  shrub- 
bery with  shade  trees  add  much  to  its  general  orna- 
mentaticm.  It  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
pastors  and  officers  of  the  church. 

llie  German  Catholic  Cemetery,  connected  with 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Rev.  Joseph  Oiten- 
hues,  pastor,  Albany,  is  located  near  Bethel  Center. 
:  This  cemcter}'.  like  the  others  in  this  vicinity,  is 
I  pleasantly  situated,  and  the  soil  well  adapted  for 
the  purpose. 

•Dead. 
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The  Evangelical  Protcstanl  Cemetery  at  Hurst- 
ville  is  connected  with  the  EvanLcelical  Protest- 
ant Church,''  located  in  the  City  of  AUiany,  on  the 
corner  of  Alexander  and  Clinton  streets.  It  was 
incorporated  in  1S53,  and  contains  four  acres. 

The  private  burial  grounds  throuijhout  the  town 
are  numerous,  and  while  a  few  families  take  some 
interest  in  their  jireservation,  they  generally  present 
the  same  neglected  and  forsaken  appearance.  The 
fate  that  awaits  the  future  of  these  sacred  places  is 
sad  to  contemplate.  They  are  civergrown  with 
rank  weeds  and  wild  shrubbery,  and  in  many  in- 
stances they  are  cultivated  or  exposed  to  the  depre- 
dations of  cattle.  The  monuments  bend  over  the  re- 
mains of  those  that  they  commemorate,  the  head- 
stones are  often  broken,  and  others  buried  under  ac- 
cumulations of  mold.  Alas  !  how  soon  are  the  dead 
forgotten,  and  their  place  of  rest  among  the  things 
of  the  past. 

ROADS,  BRIDGES,  ^MANUFACTURES. 

The  roads  of  the  township  were  originally  nar- 
row paths,  and  were  undoubtedly  Indian  trails. 
The  principal  one  extended  along  the  west  bank 
of  the  river,  and  thence  followed  the  course  of  the 
Normanskill.  Upon  this  line  the  early  settlers 
located,  and  when  necessary  to  visit  Albany  thev 
went  on  foot,  and  if  so  fortunate  as  to  be  the 
owner  of  a  horse,  this  was  used  to  carry  any  articles 
for  barter  or  sale,  or  for  carrying  the  bag  of  wheat 
to  the  mill.  In  time  these  paths  were  widened, 
when  rude  wagons  were  used  with  broad  wooden 
wheels,  and  the  mother  or  daughter  would  ride 
the  horse,  or  one  of  the  oxen,  and  the  husband 
walk  to  guide  the  team.  As  prosperity  attended 
the  settlers,  the  roadways  were  improved  and  be- 
came of  much  importance. 

April  9,  1804,  the  Albany  and  Bethlehem 
Turnpike  Road"  was  incorporated,  with  a  capital  of 
$34,800.  This  road  is  a  continuation  of  South 
Pearl  street,  passes  througli  KenM'ood  and  across 
the  Normanskill,  thence  south  down  to  and  just 
below  the  Abbey  Hotel,  and  also  by  an  upper  fork 
out  to  Babcock's  Corners,  or  Bethlehem  Center,  in 
all  about  five  miles.  Has  one  toll-gate.  Road- 
bed made  of  broken  stone,  and  kept  in  excellent 
conditioji.  Is  one  of  the  pleasantest  and  most 
picturesque  drives  out  of  the  city.  Edwin  Safford, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

This  old  turnpike  is  connected  at  Bethlehem 
Center  by  the  "South  Bethlehem  Plank  Road,"' 
which  extends  south  through  Beckers  Corners, 
thence  southwest  to  South  Bethlehem,  six  miles. 
This  roatl  was  incorjioraied,  July,  1851,  for  tiiirlv 


years,  with  a  capital  of  $12,000.  Preliminary 
meeting  held  ^larch  8,  1857,  at  which  Dr.  Leon- 
ard G.  Warren  acted  as  chairman,  and  Richard 
Kinney  secretary.  April  12,  1851,  the  following 
directors  were  elected  :  John  B.  Vanderzec,  Barent 
S.  Winne,  Philip  Kimmey,  James  Schoonmaker, 
John  A.  Sickles  ;  John  Soop,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer. June  28,  Dr.  John  Babcock  was  elected  a 
director  in  place  of  Barent  S.  Winne,  and  John  A. 
Sickles  elected  President. 

February  28,  1881,  charter  renewed  by  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  thirty  years.  The  following  are 
the  present  ollicers  :  Leonard  W.  Soop,  President  ; 
P.  A.  i\Iiller,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  ;  Peter  R. 
Vanderzee,  D.  P.  Winne,  Albertus  W.  Becker,  H. 
C.  Vanderzee. 

The  use  of  plank  has  been  abandoned  on  this 
road,  and  gravel  and  stone  substituted. 

The  Albany  and  Delaware  Turnpike  Company  w^.?, 
granted  a  charter,  ]March  2,  1805,  to  build,  grade 
and  construct  a  road  from  Albany  to  Otego  in  Del- 
aware County.  This  road  commenced  at  the 
crossing  of  Lydius  and  Lark  streets,  and  across  the 
Town  of  Bethlehem,  passing  through  the  Upper 
Hollow,  and  thence  to  Adamsville  and  across  the 
Town  of  New  Scotland  through  Unionville  and 
Clarksville;  thence  across  the  southeast  corner  ot 
Berne  and  the  northwest  corner  of  Westerlo  to 
Rensselaerville.  The  road-bed  was  macadamized 
on  the  sand  and  clay,  but  the  hills  were  many  and 
not  properly  graded.  For  man_\-  years  the  road  was 
extensively  traveled,  but  other  roads  and  railroads 
coming  in  competition,  it  was  abandoned  in  1S68. 
The  capital  stock  was  6,000  shares  of  S25  each. 
The  first  directors  were  Samuel  Lansing,  Abraham 
Hun.  Isaac  Xeeder,  of  x\lbany  City,  Hollis  ^More, 
Asa  Starkweather,  Hugh  Orr  and  Stephen  Judd. 

The  " Al/mnv,  Renssclaerrille  and  Schoharie 
Plank  Road  Company"  was  granted  a  charter,  March 
25,  1850,  to  continue  thirty  years,  with  a  capital 
of  $100,000,  at  625  per  >hare.  The  road  was 
graded  and  plank  laid  {tvm  Albany  to  New  Salem, 
twelve  miles  ;  also  from  Bernville  to  Gallupville. 
This  portion  of  the  road  was  abandoned  after  a 
few  )  ears'  use.  From  Salem  to  New  Scotland  no 
plank  are  now  used,  but  fn^m  New  Scotland  to 
Albany  the  road  is  planked  and  in  good  condition. 
This  road  affords  very  pleasant  drives.  The  origi- 
nal directois  were:  Franklin  Frisbee.  Lansing 
Pruyn,  David  H.  Casey,  Bradford  R.  Wood.  Jacob 
Settle,  .John  I.  Slingerland,  Joseph  Hilton.  ReubL-n 
Wyngar,  Charles  B.  G.irdon;  Lansing  Pruyn, 
President;  David  H.  Care\  ,  Treasurer;  Charles  M. 
Jenkins,  Secretary. 
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The  charter,  with  amendments,  was  renewed 
for  thirty  }-cars,  January  28,  18S1.  Tliis  road 
started  from  a  point  on  Lydius  street,  thence  north- 
west to  Hurstville  and  soutinvest  to  Slingerslands, 
across  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  thence  west  across 
tlic  town  of  New  Scotland,  passing  through  the 
villages  of  New  Scotland  and  New  Salem. 

Another  company  was  organized  and  charter 
granted  about  1854,  to  construct  a  plank  road 
from  Clarksville,  passing  across  the  southern  foot 
of  New  Scotland  to  Feura-Bush,  thence  across  the 
central  part  of  Bethlehem  to  Bethlehem  Center  (or 
Babcock's  Corners),  at  which  place  it  inlcrsectei.1 
the  "Albany  and  Bethlehem  Turnpike  Road." 

The  Albany  and  Sns'jiichanna  Railrvad  extends 
for  five  and  one-half  miles  across  the  northern  part 
of  the  township,  commencing  at  the  Kenwood 
bridge  and  passing  up  and  over  to  Normanskill, 
through  Adams  Station  and  Slingerlands,  thence 
into  the  town  of  New  Scotland.  This  road  was 
opened  for  travel  in  the  summer  of  1 S63.  Assessed 
valuation,  $40,000. 

The  Xew  York,  West  Shore  and  Buffalo  Rail- 
road passes  over  a  portion  of  Bethlehem  by  two 
tracks.  The  Athens  and  Saratoga  road,  which 
passes  across  the  southwest  corner  and  opened  in 
1865,  is  now  the  main  line  of  the  West  Shore  road  ; 
a  branch  track  extends  from  Coeymans  Junction 
along  the  river  line  to  Albany.  The  two  tracks  of 
this  road  in  the  town  measure  about  16  miles. 
This  road  was  opened  in  18S3.  Assessed  valua- 
tion, $So,ooo, 

A  short  line  of  the  Albany  Eaihray  extends  from 
the  city  line  to  Normanskill  bridge.  Assessed  for 
$400.  American  Telegraph  Company  assessed 
for  $850.  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 
for  $600.  ■      .  . 

MANUFACTURES  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

^  The  most  extensive  manufacturing  establish- 
ments of  the  township  are  located  upon  Van  Rens- 
selaer's Island.  May  12,  1870,  "The  Corning 
Iron  Company  "  was  incorporated  with  the  following 
trustees  and  officers  :  Ira  Jagger,  President ;  Albion 
•Ransom,  Vice-President  and  Treasurer ;  Charles 
E.  Sackett,  Supt. ;  Erastus  Corning,  Jr.,  A.  P. 
Palmer,  Charles  B.  Lansing,  Charles  Van  Benthu- 
sen.  Land  was  secured  on  the  island  :  the  works  • 
were  erected  at  great  cost  of  labor  and  material,  and  [ 
in  September,  1871,  the  first  iron  vas  made. 

The  name  of  the  company  was  changed  by 
the  order  of  the  Court  to  the  "/agger  Iron  Com- 
pany,'^ July  2,    1873.    The  com[)any  ernjiloyed, 


when  in  operation,  14010  150  men.  40,000  tons 
of  ore  were  used  yearly,  obtained  from  Essex  and 
Oneida  counties,  and  fron^  Connecticut;  30,000 
tons  coal  and  20,000  tons  of  stone  were  consumed, 
and  the  product  was  20,000  tons  of  iron  annually 
from  two  stacks.  The  present  trustees  and  officers 
are  :  James  Hendrick,  President ;  ^William  B.  Scott, 
Vice-President ;  Ira  Jagger,  H.  G.  Burleigh,  Ben- 
jamin Marsh,  Lorenzo  Hale,  Silas  \\'etherbce. 
The  works  closed  in  1S83.    Assessed  for  §90,000. 

Adjoining  the  above,  on  the  northern  end  of  the 
island,  are  the  extensive  buildings  and  necessary 
works  of  the  "  Albany  City  Iron  Company,"  ox'g'wx- 
ized  in  187S.  Has  two  blast  furnaces,  with  a 
capacity  of  30,000  tons  gross  pig  iron  annually. 
I  The  fuel  used  is  anthracite  coal  and  coke  from 
Pennsylvania,  of  which  45,000  tons  are  required, 
and  50,000  tons  of  ore,  obtained  from  northern 
and  eastern  New  York,  and  from  Spain.  The  in.«n 
is  distributed  through  the  Eastern  States  and  New 
York.  When  in  active  operation,  160  men  are 
employed  ;  at  present  the  works  are  closed. 
Assessed  for  $130,000. 

J.  C.  Iluvck  &  Co.,  at  Kenwood,  manufacture 
wool-Ielts  for  paper-makers  ;  also  plaid  wool 
blankets.    They  employ  from  50  to  6o  operatives. 

About  forty  years  ago  the  business  of  furnishing 
mokhng  sand  to  foundries,  stove  and  hollow-ware 
manufacturers  was  commenced  by  ^Ir.  Clow  ; 
soon  afterward  Plarvey  Wood  engaged  in  the 
business  and  continued  it  for  thirty  }  ears.  The 
industry  is  now  carried  on  by  Whitehead  Bros., 
who  ship  sand  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 
About  500,000  tons  are  obtained  from  Bethlehem 
township  and  landed  at  xVIbany  for  transportation. 
The  sand  is  obtained  from  a  substratum,  and  varies 
from  one  to  two  feet  in  thickness. 

A  few  stone  quarries  exist,  and  are  utilized  for 
building  railroad  bridges  and  other  purposes. 

Soldiers. — Governments  are  not  stable  ;  colonial 
authority  in  time  became  a  burden  ;  the  grand 
principle  of  religious  freedom  and  equality  in 
government,  which  had  been  taught  the  early  ref- 
ugees of  Europe,  had  only  slept,  waiting  the  great 
resurrection  that  was  to  be  baptized  in  blood  ; 
this  brought  in  conilict  two  classes,  widely  differ- 
ent and  widely  disagreeing,  which  were  not  safely 
fused  until  the  Revolution  came,  with  its  struggles 
and  trials  of  fire.  Territory  now  inclui.lcd  in  the 
township  of  Bethlehem  cannot  boast  of  many  patri- 
otic deeds,  nor  enter  upon  her  record  the  names  of 
nianv  of  her  citizens  who  were  active  pardcipanis  in 
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that  bloody  strife  which  Qjaincd  our  independence  as 
a  nation  at  tlie  cost  of  many  Hves  and  jjcrsonal  sac- 
rifices. Albany  and  vicinity  seemed  to  be  neutral 
ground,  and  did  not  call  for  more  than  home  pro- 
tection from  the  Tories  and  Indians.  Hostilities, 
generally,  were  not  such  as  to  alarm  the  people, 
and  the  loyal  were  e\  er  ready  to  protect  their  own, 
and  assist  their  neighbors  from  the  outrages  and 
treachery  of  their  enemies. 

At  several  places  the  Tories  had  rendezvous, 
where  they  would  meet  with  hostile  Indians  to 
plot  some  secret  attack  or  midnight  raid  upon  the 
neighbors.  Conrad  Soop  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  rendered  honorable  ser- 
vice for  his  country,  as  well  as  Conrad  Friday, 
who  joined  the  band  of  patriots.  Cornelius  Van 
Derzee,  Jr.,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  army,  and  the 
family  have  a  si.x-pound  cannon  ball  that  was 
fired  into  the  Fort  at  Middleburg  by  the 
British.  There  were  many  loyal  families  during 
this  war,  which  stood  firm  for  the  cause  of  inde- 
pendence, and  with  heart  and  hand  gave  what  they 
could. 

In  the  war  of  1812  a  fair  quota  was  sent  from 
this  township,  who  served  with  credit  to  themselves, 
and  others  returned  \\  ith  honors  won  in  the  service. 
The  following  names  have  been  given  of  those  who 
went  from  this  town;  the  list,  perhaps,  is  not  com- 
plete, as  it  is  obtained  from  personal  recollections, 
and  not  one  of  the  persons  here  mentioned  is  liv- 
ing :  Walter  Van  Derzee,  P^ter  W.  Ten  Eyck, 
Jacobus  Vroman,  Garret  Van  Wie  (captain),  Peter 
Boice,  James  Bailey,  Jacob  Soop,  John  C.  Jarvis, 
John  Adams,  James  Wiltsie,  Frederick  Rowe,  John 
Callanan,  Simon  Kilmer,  William  Patterson,  John 
Hogan  (captain),  Joshua  Babcock,  Marcus  Lasher, 
John  Oathout,  Alexander  Frasier  (drummer),  Jacob 
Hilderbrant.  ]Many  more  names  should  adorn  this 
list,  but  no  records  are  accessible,  if  they  exist,  from 
which  to  obtain  the  names  of  other.s. 

In  that  memorable  year — 1861 — when  the  quiet 
of  our  town  seemed  to  be  shaken  by  a  terrible  con- 
vulsion, and  the  rumbling  shock  spread  over  the 
length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  we  all  remember 
,  the  thrill  that  awakened  a  spirit  of  patriotism  when 
the  call  came,  and  how  prompt  was  the  response 
from  the  manhood  and  youth  of  this  township  to 
give  their  ser\ice  in  maintaining  the  liberties  and 
integrity  of  the  nation.  Fidelity  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty  was  characteristic  of  the  brave  volun- 
teers, and  those  who  gave  their  lives  in  that  fratri- 
cidal war  we  should  remember  with  homage  and 
grateful  consideration  for  the  hardships  and  sacri- 
fices they  endured,  that  the  Union  of  States  might 


he  preserved,  the  Constitution  sacredly  upheld,  and 
the  freedom  of  all  secured. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  town  officers, 
whose  dutv  it  was  to  make  a  "  Complete  Record,  as 
required  by  Chapter  690  of  the  Laws  of  1865, 
relating  to  Officers,  Soldiers  and  Seamen  comprising 
the  quotas  of  the  Troops  furnished  to  the  United 
States  by  this  Township  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion'' — a  copy  of  which  should  be  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk — have  neglected  to  com- 
ply with  the  law,  and  thus  the  town  is  defrauded 
of  a  valuable  historical  record,  which  cannot,  at 
this  time,  be  compiled  or  collected  with  accuracy. 
It  is  from  neglect  of  this  kind  that  so  much  of  value 
is  lost  to  the  historian  and  general  reader ;  the 
present  is  soon  lost  in  the  future  ;  personal  recollec- 
tions perish  with  the  possessor,  while  records  are 
available  for  all  time. 

The  military  spirit  of  the  township  is  buried  in 
the  past ;  no  organizations  of  this  character  exist. 
Formerly,  the  State  militia  and  a  uniformed  com- 
pany, the  ''Bethlehem  Grays,"  and  a  compan}-  of 
cavalrv,  were  the  pride  of  the  people,  and  the  mili- 
tary drills  and  parades  of  this  company  were  attended 
by  everv  person  who  had  leisure.  The  usual  drill, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  September,  was  a  gala  day, 
which  terminated  in  a  grand  entertainment  and  ball 
at  night. 

The  Grand  Review,  or  General  Training,  was  a 
day  of  anticipation  and  preparation  by  old  and 
young  for  weeks  before  the  great  event  took  place. 
On  this  day — about  the  middle  of  September  of 
each  year — the  military  organizations  of  several 
towns  forming  a  brigade  met  at  a  central  location 
and  were  reviewed  by  the  superior  officers.  It  was 
a  veritable  holiday.  All  who  could  possibly  attend 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  occasion  with  a  freedom  and 
independence  now  no  longer  permitted.  Wagons, 
stands  and  booths  were  numerous  and  well  sup- 
pled with  eatables  of  many  kinds  ;  pumpkin  pies 
and  gingerbread  in  great  abundance,  loads  of 
fruit,  nuts,  candies,  and  sweet  cider  were  dispensed 
to  the  hungry  and  thirsty. 

These  were  the  days  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne  I"' 
In  their  place  we  have  substituted  the  camp,  with 
its  glare  and  glitter,  pomp  and  parade,  only  to  be 
enjoyed  b\-  the  few. 

In  1807  William  Haswell  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Lewis  a  Lieutenant  of  Infantry,  and  in  1S14 
Gov,  Tompkins  promoted  him  to  the  office  of 
Captain  in  the  One  Hundrcil  and  Fiftieth  Regiment, 
under  Col.  John  H.  Burhans. 

Civil  I.isl. — Names  of  persons  who  have  served 
one  or  more  terms  in  the  office  designated  : 
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Setiator,  1797. — Francis  Nicoll. 

Members  of  Assembly. — Francis  XicoII,  David  Burhans, 
John  II.  ljurhans,  Elishania  Janes,  John  L.  Winnc,  John  D. 
Winnc,  Abram  Brooks,  John  Haswcll,  WilHani  N.  Sill, 
Richard  Kiinmey,  John  I.  Sh'ni^erland,  Cornelius  \'andcrzee, 
Robert  Habcock,  John  X'andcrzce,  William  Y.  Snyder,  John 
Sager,  Williani  II.  SlinL,'erland,  Daniel  P.  Winne. 

Member  of  Congress. — ^John  I.  Slingerland. 

Surrogate. — ^Jushis  Haswcll. 

Sheriffs. — William  P.  Brayton,  John  Wemple. 

County  Clerks. — Conrad  A.  Ten  Eyck,  Henry  B.  Ilas- 
well,  Robert  Babcock,  William  E.  Ilaswell. 

Commissioners  of  School. — John  G.  Vanderzee,  L.  Carter 
Tuttle,  John  C.  Nott,  John  F,  Shafer,  Alexander  R.  Baker. 

Supervisors. — From  1818. — Moses  De  Long,  David  Bur- 
hans, Henry  L.  Mead,  William  N.  Sill,  Matthew  Bullock, 
Gerrit  Hogan,  Jaracs  Alexander,  Leonard  G.  Ten  Eyck. 
Froni  1S32.  —David  Springsted,  James  B.  Wands,  Joshua  F. 
Babcock,  Abner  Udell,  Abram  Van  Derhyden,  Francis  I. 
Shafer,  John  McHarg,  Jeremiah  Mead,  Elias  Milbank, 
George  F.  Imbrie,  John  Patterson,  John  Wilkes,  William 
Kimmey,  Albcrtus  W.  Becker,  George  C.  Adams,  John 
Wemple,  Peter  D.  Johnson,  W.  Chancey  Ilotaling,  William 
L.  Flagen,  John  L.  Winne. 

yustices  of  the  Peace. — After  1833. — James  Holiday,  Con- 
rad Baumes,  Hiram  Babcock,  Abram  Wood,  Volkert  V. 
Bullock,  James  Alexander,  David  Bussell,  Richard  Wood, 
John  Soop,  Henry  H.  Burhans,  Levi  Cornell,  George  A. 
Leggett,  Hugh  J.  Alexander,  Sanford  Bennett,  Henry 
J.  Snyder,  Stephen  V.  R.  Slade,  Peter  H.  Bradt,  Jeremiah 
Wood,  Stephen  Baumes,  William  Ilurst,  L.  C.  Tuttle, 
Walter  T.  Ilotaling,  Andrew  C.  Wood,  David  Couse, 
Leonard  W.  Soop,  David  II.  Van  Cott. 

Toaun  Clerks. — From  1833.  — Henry  B.  Haswell,  David  I. 
Burhans,  John  V.  L.  Burhans,  Jacob  Sprmgsted,  Alexander 
F.  McGill,  Hiram  Babcock,  Henry  I.  Creble,  James  W. 
Bender,  John  Birch,  David  P.  Kimmey,  Hiram  Ilotaling. 
David  Couse,  William  Kimmey,  David  M.  Niver,  R.  C. 
Main,  J.  G.  Ilotaling,  John  J.  Bradt,  Washington  Groos- 
beck.  Ell  Bell,  William  Sible,  John  Simpson,  George  Brindle, 
Isaac  Bulger,  David  L.  Walley,  Wendel  Bender,  E.  M.  Van 
Auken,  Thomas  J.  Winne,  Edwin  Ilotaling,  Charles  A. 
Niver,  Henry  \ .  Long. 


The  following  members  of  the  Nicoll  family 
liave  held  office,  viz. :  Richard  Xicoll,  Governor, 
1664;  William  Nicoll,  Register,  16S3  ;  Maihias 
Nicoll,  Commissary  of  Judges,  16S6;  Richard 
Nicoll,  Examiner  in  Chancery,  1740  :  Rensselaer 
Nicoll,  Judge,  1763  ;  Francis  Nicoll,  Dep.  to  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  1775-76  ;  Senator  in  1797. 

In  the  public  and  political  atlairs  of  the  town 
there  is  a  spirit  of  progress  and  reform  that  has 
been  well  sustained  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  people;  the  educational 
facilities  for  a  higher  culture  of  the  intellect  and  for 
scientific  attainments  have  been  impro\ei.l.  The 
various  churches  and  societies  encouraging  moral 
reform  have  exercised  a  controlling  influence  for 
good  in  the  community,  and  this  influence  is  in- 
creasing. The  leading  questions  that  aflect  the 
happiness  and  prosperity,  temporal  and  spiritual, 
of  the  people  are  discussed  by  many  with  freedom, 
and  the  community  enjoy  that  prosperity  which 
comes  to  honest  industry  and  personal  integrity, 
directed  by  intelligence  and  carried  on  from  year  to 
year  with  persevering  zeal. 

Jason-  V.  Haswell — Lives  west  of  Bethlehem 
Center  on  part  of  old  homestead.  Is  grandson  of 
Capt.  Wm.  Haswell,  of  New  York  militia  during 
the  war  of  1812,  andsonof  Samuel  |.  Haswell,  de- 
ceased, who  was  born  on  old  homestead  in  1S26, 
and  died  in  1874,  and  was  a  most  exemplary  and 
worthy  citizen. 

Jacob  J.   Soop — Settled  at  Selkirk  in  1S49,  at 
I  which  time  he  purchased  from  John  L.  Sill  part 
j  of  the  Col.  Francis  Nicoll  grant,  one  of  the  oldest 
tides  on  record  in  the  county.  The  West  Shore  Rail- 
I  road  crosses  this  farm. 

!  Rensselaer  Lasher. — Is  a  farmer  and  resident 
I  of  Mount  Pleasant.  The  firm  has  been  in  the  Lasher 
family  for  50  years,  contains  135  acres,  and  is 
j  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  situated  four  and  on  > 
'  half  miles  from  city  limits. 
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ALBERTUS  W.  BECKER. 

Albcrlus  Becker,  a  native  of  Holland,  was  one 
of  three  landowners  and  heads  of  families  who  lived 
along  the  old  road  from  the  Onesquethau  Creek  to 
the  river  ;  he  was  married  to  Helen  Van  Derzee. 

Their  son  Walter  was  the  great-grandfatlier  of  Al-  j 

bertus  W.  Becker.     He  married  Anna  De  Ridder,  i 

of  Schuvlerville,  Washington  County,  and  had  sev-  | 

eral  children,  one  of  whom  was  Albertus  W.  Becker,  | 
ist,    grandfather    of    his    nartiS^ake  mentioned 

above.     He  was  born  in  1772,  and  married  Pully  | 

Van  Der  He^'den  in  iSoo.  He  died  about  1S15,  I 
leaving  a  widow  and  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  second  son  was  Walter  Becker,  who  was  born  ' 

in  1806,  married  Maria  Van  Derzee,  daughter  of  ! 
Cornelius  Van  Derzee,  December  21,   1831,  and 

died  March   11,    1864.     His  widow  and    three  ; 

chiklren  survived  him,  and  one  child  had  died  | 

previously.  j 

Allierlus  W.  Becker,  the  eldest  child  of  Walter  1 

antl  Maria  (Van  Derzee)  Becker,  w  as  born  Decem-  1 
ber  12,   1S34.     He  was  educated  in  the  district 

schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  West  Poult-  ! 

ney  Troy  Conference  Academy  of  West  Puultne}',  ( 

Vt.    Leaving  the  institution  just  named  at  llie  age  j 

of  seventeen,  he  took  charge  of  his  father's  farm,  1 

the  latter  being  in  ill  health,  and  at  his  father's  I 


death  he  inherited  the  old  homestead  at  Becker's 
Corners,  where  he  has  since  resided  in  the  house 
built  by  his  grandfather  in  iSoo.  In  1862  he  was 
elected  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Bethlehem.  At 
this  time  tlie  civil  war  had  begun,  and  important  du- 
ties devolved  upon  the  incumbent  of  tlie  oflke  of 
supervisor  in  every  town  in  the  State.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  held  at  Bethle- 
hem Center,  to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  volunteers  to  till  the  quota  re- 
tiuired  fr)m  the  town,  Mr.  Becker  and  Gen. 
Lei 'uard  G.  Pen  Eyck  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  secure  the  men  desired.  They  established  their 
rendezvous  in  what  is  now  the  south  part  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  and  were  successful  in  securing  the  requi- 
site number  of  recruits — about  forty — in  about  thirty 
days,  most  of  them  enlisting  under  Capt.  David 
Burhans  and  forming  a  part  of  the  Forty-third 
Regiment,  N.  V.  S.  Vols.  During  the  winter 
of  1862-3,  ^^•'■h  Peter  R.  Van  Derzee  and  Justus 
Ifasweli,  he  visited  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  at 
Hall's  Hill,  \'irginia.  In  1S71  Mr.  Becker  was 
again  elected  supervisor  and  re-elected  for  three 
succeeding  terms,  serving  continuously  from  1871 
to  1S74  inclusive.  A  Republican,  and  an  interest- 
ed obser\  er  of  public  alfairs,  Mr.  Becker  has  never 
been  a  politician  in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  is 
commonly  applied.    He   has  not  been  a  seeker 
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after  office,  and  such  trusts  as  have  been  imposed 
in  him  have  been  filled  with  credit  both  to  himself 
and  his  fellow  citizens.  The  prosperity  of  the 
town  and  of  its  general  interests  has  always  been  a 
subject  of  moment  with  him,  and  he  has  long  been 
identified  with  some  of  Bethlehem's  most  promi- 
nent business  enterprises.  For  about  fifteen  }'ears 
he  was  president  of  the  South  Bethlehem  Plank 
Road  Company,  in  which  he  has  been  a  stockhold- 
er since  the  opening  of  the  road,  and  a  director 
about  twenty  years.  .Soon  after  the  organization 
of  the  Bethlehem  Mutual  Insurance  Association, 
he  became  connected  with  it,  and  about  ten  years 
ago  became  its  president  and  one  of  its  directors, 
and  has  held  those  positions  continuously  to  the 
present  time.  Upon  the  organization  of  tlie  Beth- 
lehem Conscript  Society,  an  association  for 
protection  against  the  depredatir^ns  of  horse-thieves, 
in  1S75,  Mr.  Becker,  who  hail  been  instrumental  in 
forming  the  society,  was  chosen  its  treasurer  and 
acting  president,  and  has  since  iield  that  position. 

November  17,  1S5S,  Mr.  Beck.T  married  Miss 
Anna  Haswell,  daughter  of  Joseph  Haswell,  of 
Bethlehem,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  town.  The)'  have  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters.  Though  not  a  member  of  any  religious  body, 


Mr.  Becker  has  contributed  liberally  to  the  support 
of  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Bethlehem. 

CORNELIUS  V.  BAKER. 

CoRXELU's  V.  Baker  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
public  men  of  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  desceniling 
on  his  father's  side  from  an  old  English  family  who 
settled,  in  the  person  of  his  great-grandfather,  Juab 
Baker,  in  Ro.xbury,  Conn.  His  grandfather,  also 
named  Joab,  settled  in  Coeymans.  in  1791,  and 
married  Hannah  Ashmerd,  whose  father  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Albany. 

They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was 
John  Baker,  the  lather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  married  IMargaret  Vroman,  and  for  many  years 
lived  a  retired  life  in  North  Adams,  Mass.  He 
died  in  1S82.  at  the  advanced  age  of  86,  at  the 
residence  of  his  son,  Cornelius  V.  Baker,  \Mtli 
whom  he  made  his  home  during  the  waning  years 
of  his  life,  fie  was  a  man  of  rare  intelligence  and 
sterling  worth.  His  wife,  Margaret,  died  in  1823, 
leaving  three  small  children. 

Cornelius  Vroman  Baker,  their  only  son,  burn 
in  18  tc;,  was  then  four  years  of  age,  and  was  reared 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Coevmans. 


,,: !  7-:.  !  asii  1' 

.(iji.  iv;;-;'.,  C^: 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


AMBROSE 

He  early  displayed  a  taste  for  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  business,  and  devutcd  himself  with  rare  per- 
severance to  tiie  accumulation  of  landed  property. 
In  1846  he  married  Caroline  Lasher  and  selded 
on  part  of  the  Sill  farm,  which  he  leased  for  a  term 
of  years,  purchasing  before  the  expiration  of  the  same 
120  acres  of  the  tract.  The  present  homestead 
was  afterward  added,  and  subsequendy  additions 
have  been  made  until  the  tract,  known  as  Grand 
View  Farm,  comprises  450  acres.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baker  have  had  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living;  three  sons — Alexander  R.,  Charles  N.  and 
Edward  E.,  a  daughter,  AbbieS.,  all  of  whom  have 
enjoyed  liberal  educational  advantages. 

In  connection  with  his  farming  operations.  Mr. 
Baker  was  for  several  years  extensively  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  rafting  pile  timber  to  New  York. 
He  was  also  connected  for  a  number  of  years  with 
the  forwarding  and  commission  business  from 
Albany,  Cedar  Hills  and  Coeymans  to  New  York. 
In  1872  he  was  nominated  for  Memlier  of  As- 
sembly by  the  Liberal  Republicans  of  his  District, 
and  met  with  the  fate  of  the  party,  since  which 
time  he  has  led  the  life  of  a  gentleman  farmer,  and 
devoted  himself  wholly  to  agricultural  juirsuits, 
bringinghis  farm  to  sucli  a  high  state  o'" cultivation 
that  "(irand  View"  now  ranks  as  the  largest,  most 
productive  and  valualile  farm  in  Albanv  Countv. 
It  is  situated  on  the  west  bank  i.fthe  Hudson,  op- 
posite Castleton,  eiglit  miles  south  from  Albany, 


WILTSIE,  Jr. 

consisting  of  rolling  upland,  sloping  gently  to  ex- 
tensive fields  of  rich  alluvial  bottom  lands,  extend- 
ing over  a  mile  along  the  river. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a  self-made  man,  and  in  his  bus- 
iness enterprises  has  been  remarkably  successful. 
;  He  is  noted  for  clear  judgment  and  accurate  con- 
'  elusions,  and  many  young  and  middle-aged  men 
are  indebted  to  his  advice  or  help  for  their  advance- 
!  ment  in  life.    As  a  public  man,  he  has  filled  a  large 
measure  of  usefulness,  being  foremost  in  all  enter- 
prises for  the  common  good.   As  a  neighbor,  he  has 
always  been  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  The 
good  tha'  such  men  do  lives  after  them. 

AMBROSE  WILTSIE,  Jr. 

The  first  of  the  name  of  Wiltsie  in  Bethlehem 
was  William  Wiltsie,  from  Dutchess  County,  who, 
in  1795,  came  into  the  town  and  located  on  a 
j  tract  of  land  embracing  the  farm  now  owned  by 
j  Ambrose  Wiltsie,  Jr.,  which  he  jnirchased  from 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  buying  the  [possession 
j  from  Nicholas  See,  who  had  previously  taken  up 
the  land  and  made  some  improvements  un  it.  He 
I  died  in   1797,   and  the  property  passed  into  the 
possession  of  his  children,  one  of  whom,  and  the 
I  v(.ungest  son,  was  Ambrose  Wiltsie,  Sr.,  who  was 
:  born  in  1787,  and  was  about  nine  years  of  age 
I  when  his  fattier  took  up  his  residence  in  the  town. 
'  Ambrose  Wiltsie  became  a  substantial  larmor  and 
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a  respected  citizen  of  the  town.  He  married  Mag- 
dalene Miller,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  with  her 
father's  family  moved  into Coeymans  from  Dutchess 
County  in  1795,  the  same  year  in  which  William 
Wiltsie  became  a  resident  of  Albany  County,  and 
died  in  1856.  His  wife  bore  him  eight  sons,  of 
whom  seven  grew  to  manhood,  and  two  daughters, 
and  died  in  Sejitembcr,  1S79,  aged  ninety-four  years. 

Ambrose  Wiltsie,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the  same  liouse 
in  which  he  now  lives,  April  3,  1S28,  and  is  the 
youngest  of  the  eight  sons  of  Ambrose  and 
Magdalene  (Miller)  Wiltsie,  of  whom  only  two 
others  are  living.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
where"  his  services  were  required  while  he  was  yet 
quite  young.  Until  he  began  the  regular  life  of  a 
farmer  boy,  he  attended  the  public  school  several 
terms,  summer  and  winter ;  after  that  he  attended 
only  in  the  winter,  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
He  then  became  a  student  in  Cazenovia  Seminary, 
at  Cazenovia,  New  York,  where  he  remained  dur- 
ing most  of  two  years.  He  returned  to  Bethlehem, 
and,  upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1S56,  came  in- 
to possession  of  the  old  Wiltsie  homestead,  which 
he  had  worked  on  shares  since  lie  was  nineteen  in 
partnership  with  his  brothers.  On  January  15, 
1862,  he  married  Hannah  Elizabeth  \\'itbeck,  a 
daughter  of  Jasper  Witbeck,  of  Coeymans,  who  died 
in  the  following  September.  November  20,  1873, 
he  married  Mrs.  Catherine  M.  Slack,  the  widow  of 
Frederick  Slack,  and  daughter  of  Jacob  Kimmey, 
of  North  Bethlehem.  • 

While  at  Cazenovia  Seminary,  Mr.  Wiltsie  ob- 
tained a  knowledge  of  surveying.  In  connection 
with  his  flirming,  he  did  much  surveying  until 
January,  1882,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in- 
capacitated for  such  service.    Following  in  the  foot- 


steps of  his  father,  who  had  long  manufactured 
cider,  Mr.  Wiltsie  continued  to  manufacture  it, 
increasing  the  business  from  year  to  year  until, 
during  the  past  twenty  years,  it  has  been  quite  ex- 
tensive. About  the  time  mentioned,  he  addctl  the 
manufacture  of  vinegar,  in  which  he  has  since  been 
largely  engaged. 

On  the  2  5tli  of  January,  18S2,  while  out  in  the 
woods,  on  his  fi^rm,  overseeing  and  aiding  some 
hired  men,  who  were  cutting  down  trees  for  logs. 
Mr.  Wiltsie,  standing  in  a  stooping  posture,  was 
struck  in  the  small  of  the  back  by  a  falling  limb. 
The  blow  broke  his  back,  and,  as  is  supposed,  cut 
off  the  spinal  cord.-  Since  that  time  the  lower 
part  of  his  body  has  been  paralyzed,  and  he  has 
been  unable  to  move  about  except  in  a  wheeled 
chair  or  other  conveyance.  Flis  case  is  a  very 
peculiar  one  in  many  of  its  features  and  has  attract- 
ed the  attention  of  many  eminent  physicians  and 
surgeons,  the  wonder  being  that  he  survived  the 
accident.  Aside  from  the  disability  described,  he 
is  in  a  perfecdy  healthy  condition,  and  has  a  reason- 
able expectation  of  living  an  average  lifetime  at 
least  ;  and  notwidistanding  the  disadvantage  at 
which  he  is  placed,  he  constantly  and  ably  man- 
ages all  of  his  business  affairs. 

I\Ir.  Wiltsie's  grandflrther  on  his  mothers  side, 
John  Miller,  was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  and 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  fought  for  the 
American  cause,  under  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
whom  he  accompanied  to  the  New  World  on  his 
memorable  mi^.sion  of  freedom.  Soon  after  the 
close  of  the  Revolution,  he  seUled  in  Connecticut, 
and  there  married  Zabrina  Bradford.     Later  he  re- 

!  moved  to  Dutchess  County,   whence  he  soon  re- 

I  moved  to  Coeymans. 


.1  .  -I 


I .  .  ■' '  J 


HISTORV  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  Af.BAXV. 


JURIAN  WINNE. 

JuRiAX  WiNNE,  a  prominent  citizen  and  agricul- 
turist of  Bethlehem,  Albany  County,  was  born  in 
that  place,  March  1816.  In  descent,  personal 
habits  and  character  he  belongs  to  the  sturdv,  fru- 
gal and  industrious  early  settlers  of  Albany  Countv. 
For  two  hundred  years  or  more  the  Winne  family, 
from  father  to  son,  have  turned  over  the  soil  of  the 
old  homestead  with  characteristic  thriftincss,  wear- 
.  ing  it  better  instead  of  wearing  it  worse.  The 
farm  is  situated  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  about 
eight  miles  from  Albany,  on  the  Plains  of  Jericho, 
two  miles  south  of  Jerusalem.  Here,  among 
cows  and  calves  and  choice  sheep,  with  Indian  and 
Revolutionary  traditions  for  a  heritage,  and  the 
rough  discipline  of  the  farm  for  high  school,  Jurian 
passed  his  boyhood.  He  attended  the  common 
school  of  his  native  place  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  by  close  application  gained  more  than 
an  average  education  for  that  time.  His  start  in 
life  was  a  part  of  the  maternal  acres  leased  him  on 
condition  of  furnishing  half  the  seed,  paying  half 
the  ta.xes,  doing  all  the  work,  and  receiving  one-half 
the  returns  when  converted  into  cash.  This  train- 
ing in  economy,  laboriousness,  business  forethought 


and  the  application  of  common  sense  to  studying 
the  conditions  of  agricultural  success,  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  scientific  farmer,  who,  later  in  life,  as- 
tonished while  he  taught  his  neighbors  the  value 
and  efficacy  of  virtue,  intelligence  and  knowledge 
in  a  pursuit  which  seems  to  be  the  last  to  profit  by 
human  experiment  and  experience.  At  the  age  ot 
twenty-one  he  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Chris- 
dan  Kouck,  a  prominent  hotel-keeper,  widely 
known  throughout  the  country.  Mrs.  Winne  is  a 
ladv  of  rare  graces  of  mind  and  heart,  and  enters 
warmly  into  all  the  plans  of  her  husband,  taking  a 
deep  interest  in  all  movements  where  his  sympa- 
thies lead  him,  while  at  the  same  time  she  dispenses 
a  generous  hos{)itality  at  their  lovely  country  home, 
no  caller  there  being  permitted  to  depart  without 
sharing  in  their  noble-hearted  courtesy.  Mr. 
Winne's  memory  is  rich  in  reminiscences  of  his 
earlv  ancestors,  their  privations  and  hardships  and 
fights  with  the  Indians  and  Tories  of  Revolution- 
ary times.  His  great-grandfather,  Francis  Winne, 
was  one  ci{  the  pioneer  families  from  Holland  who 
.settled  Albany  county,  and  purchased  and  settled 
the  land  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
An  oil  painting  of  him,  executed  when  he  was 
only  eighteen  years  of  age  (over  one  hundred  and 
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sixty  years  ago),  is  now  in  Mr.  Winne's  possession, 
and  is  pronounccil  by  critics  to  bo  a  masterpiece  of 
art.  Mr.  Pahner,  the  sculptor,  says  it  is  one 
of  the  best  pictures  he  has  ever  seen  in  all  his 
travels. 

Mr.  Winne's  mother  was  Susan  Hoc^an,  daughter 
of  jurian  Ilogan  of  Revolutionary  fame,  who  was 
so  well  esteemed  by  the  Liberal  party  that  he  was 
commissioned  a  Colonel,  while  the  Tory  party 
evinced  their  appreciation  of  his  importance  by 
otrering  a  reward  for  h.is  scalp.  The  Plogan  farm 
of  30 J  acres  joined  theW'inne  larm.  and  the  home- 
stead is  still  in  possession  of  the  llimily.  Mr. 
Winne  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture.  He 
was  one  t)f  the  four  organizers  of  the  Albany  County 
Agricultural  Society,  and  was  f  jr  two  years  vice- 
president  of  the  State  Agricultural  Association. 
Shee[)-raising  and  winter-feeding  is  the  specialty  in 
which  he  excels.  Among  his  Leicester  sheep  he 
exhibited  one  that  weighed  290  pounds  at  eighteen 
months  old.  Another  had  wool  twenty-four 
inches  long  at  two  and  a  half  years.  His  address 
on  winter-feeding  before  the  Agricultural  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York  attracted  the  most  favor- 
able attention,  and  5,000  copies  were  printed  and 
distributed  throughout  the  State.  Being  thor- 
oughly alive  to  every  movement  in  the  interest  of 
farmers  and  the  encouragement  of  honesty  in  the 
administration  of  f)ublic  atTairs,  Mr.  Winne  was 
the  first  to  organize  a  grange  in  his  vicinity,  and 
acted  as  treasurer  of  the  State  organization. 
Through  his  efforts  the  incorporation  of  the  grange 
was  elTected,  and  he  originated  the  measure  which 
was  subsequently  enacted  by  the  Legislature, 
whereby  the  New  York  City  and  Brookljn  ordi- 
nances for  baling  hay,  and  which  (jperated  disas- 
trously uiKm  farmers,  were  done  away  with.    Li  this 


movement  Mr. 


Winne,  aided  by  only  one  other 
gentleman,  was  opposed  by  six  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  lawyers,  who  appeared  before  Governor 
Tilden  to  contest  the  passage  of  the  bill  into  a  law. 
Governor  Tilden,  however,  signed  i\Ir.  Winne's 
bill,  and  thereby  afforded  great  relief  to  the 
farmers.  For  this  Mr.  Winne  became  a  firm  friend 
and  adherent  of  the  (Jovernor,  and  during  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1S76  labored  zealously 
for  his  election,  canvassing,  with  his  team  and 
buggy,  five  counties  to  acco.mplish  that  end.  Mr. 
Winne  is  also  a  great  admirer  tif  the  late  Peter 
Cooper,  for  whom,  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
life,  he  entertained  a  sincere  friendship,  and  was  a 
welcome  guest  at  the  house  of  the  venerable  phil- 
anthropist whenever  he  visited  New  York.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  aid  in  the  organization  of 
the  Greenl)ack  party,  and  was  ncjminated  by  that 
party  for  State  Treasurer  in  1S79.  Although  real- 
izing that  there  was  no  chance  for  his  election,  he 
entered  the  contest  with  a  heartv  will,  and  can- 
vassed Albany  County,  sficaking  almost  every 
evening  for  a  week.  Mr.  Winne's  vote,  under  the 
circumstances,  was  respectable  and  Haltering, 
being  about  one  hundred  in  excess  of  that  of  any 
other  candidate  on  his  ticket  in  his  district.  Mr. 
Winne's  liberality  is  proverbial.      His  deeds  of 


practical,  substantial  charity  are  beyond  enumera- 
tion or  specific  mention,  because  he  is  one  of  those 
rare  men  who  "  let  not  the  left  hand  know  what 
the  right  hand  doeth."  The  indigent  and  unforui- 
nate  ha\e  been  the  recipients  of  his  bounties  unex- 
pectedly, and  have  been  made  to  rejoice  in  tlie 
mitlst  of  their  mourning.  He  is  a  man  who  aji- 
preciates  worth  of  character  in  the  circles  of  ]iov- 
ertv  as  highl\'  as  in  those  of  the  affiuent,  and  his 
society  is  sought  as  freely  by  the  latter  as  by  the 
former.  Mr.  Winne  is  a  gentleman  of  sterling 
integrity.  He  is  a  strict  constructionist  as  regards 
financial  trusts,  and  as  such  commands  the  res{)cct 
and  confidence  of  his  party  and  his  fellow  men 
generally.  Possessing  one  of  the  most  productive 
farms  in  Albany  County,  with  every  improvement 
in  machinery,  and  with  a  scientific  knowledge  of 
his  calling,  strengthened  by  long  experience  and 
observation,  he  is  a  conspicuous  and  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  great  farming  interests  of  the  State. 

JOHN  L.  WINNE. 

This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  popular  citizens  of  the  town  of  Bethlehem. 
He  ranks  as  a  leading  farmer  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  progressive,  self-made  men  of  the  town. 
Born  in  Berne,  a  member  of  an  old  and  respected 
family  of  that  town,  he  received  the  rudiments  of 
an  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  began 
active  life  as  a  farmer  lad.  When  he  began  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account  it  was  on  a  rented  farm, 
and  in  company  with  another  young  man,  their 
united  means  being  necessary  to  stock  and  work 
the  place.  He  has  lived  successively  in  the  towns 
of  Berne,  Knox,  New  Scotland  and  Bethlehem,  and, 
commanding  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
associated,  his  advancement  has  been  sure,  if  not  so 
rapid  as  that  of  many  less  conscientious  and  more 
speculative  men.  His  farm,  near  Adamsville,  is 
one  of  the  neatest  and  most  productive  in  the  town, 
presenting  evidences  of  care  and  industrious  culti- 
vation. He  has  long  been  happily  married,  aiul 
around  him  are  a  family  of  bright  and  interesting 
children,  one  of  whom,  a  son,  l)ids  fair  to  rise  to 
prominent  rank  in  the  town.  Politically,  Mr. 
\\'inne  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  such 
sine;  attaining  his  majority.  He  is  not  a  politician 
or  a  seeker  for  olTice;  but,  in  recognition  of  his 
integrity  and  ability,  he  has  been  three  times  suc- 
cessively (in  18S3,  iS84and  1SS5)  elected  to  the 
responsible  olTice  of  Supervisor  of  Bethlehem,  the 
last  time  against  strong,  wealthy  and  infiuential  op- 
position both  in  the  town  and  county.  His  ad- 
ministration of  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  him  has 
done  him  great  credit  and  won  the  approbation  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  Mr.  Winne's  success  in  life  is 
but  the  just  reward  of  industrious  endeavor  and  an 
inherent  desire  to  render  unio  all  men  that  which 
is  honestly  their  duo.  Such  men  are  a  crcilit  to 
the  age  in  which  they  live,  and  perform  their  part 
in  making  the  world  better  for  those  who  come 
after  them,  for  it  is  the  small  duties  of  life  well  tlone 
that  make  up  the  sum  total  of  all  earthly  prog- 
ress. 
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We  take  pleasure  in  makiup;  mcnlion  nf  llie  fol- 
lowin;^  who,  by  their  miaraiuced  sup- 

port, aitled  in  the  puljhcation  of  this  \  alual>le  work  : 

Francis  ]5aker,  Francis  Selkirk,  P.  Van  \\'ie, 
G.  P.  No)es,  C\  V.  Niver,  ATubrose  Wiltsie,  Jacob 
J.  Soop,  P.  il.  \'an  Derzee,  W'm.  Kimmey,  A.  W. 
Ikcker,  J.  Lansing-  Pearse,  D.  P.  W'inne,  Jurian 
Wiune,  John  Weniple,  L.  W.  Smo[>.  John  ^I.  Staats, 
]ohn  J.  Mull,  Garrett  \'an  Allen,  juhn  \,.  W'inne, 
b.  Van  Alien,  W.  T.  IIotalin^^  Jno.  II.  Schoon- 
maker,  Albert  \\'e^^lervelt,  O.  S.  Ilaswell,  Rensselaer 


Lasher,  David  N.  Mead,  Peter  McConnick,  jas. 
Schoonniakcr,  Geo.  M.  IJeuder,  Juo.  .M.  Hou.udi- 
taling,  lames  Patterson,  11.  \'.  11.  Ondurdwnk, 
John  McIIarg,  Georire  Lasher,  C.  A.  Niver, 
"C.  V.  Paker.  ' 

Rev.  Lansing  Pkakse  has  been  for  twenty-nine 
years  eni;a,Lceil  in  the  wt)rk  of  the  ministry,  twenty- 
five  years  of  which  lime  he  has  been  located  at 
Adamsville,  Albany  CVmnty,  New  \'ork. 

J.  W.  jM.vrrrcK  is  a  resilient  of  Slingerland  and 
has  been  practicini^  law  since  1S47. 
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I.— rrS  GEOGRAPHICAL  POSITION.  I 

1 

BKRXE  is  located  on  tlie  Helderberg  ^Mountains.  [ 
It  is  the  central  town  resting  upon  this  ridge,  j 
and  from  its  position  maybe  regarded  as  the  back-  j 
bone  of  the  Ilelderbergs.  j 
Heldcr  is  the  name  of  a  fort  in  Holland,  signify-  j 
ing  strength  or  firmness;  hence  the  character  of  j 
the  town;  the  firmness,  stability  and  heroic  nature 
of  its  early  inhabitants. 

Some  say  that  tlie  mountains  were  called 
"  Hellebcrgs, "  Helle  meaning  light  or  clear,  from 
the  clear  and  far-off  prospect  given  from  them  to 
the  early  German  settlers. 

Berne  is  also  the  central  western  town  of  the 
county,  and  was  a  part  of  the  Manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck.  It  was  formed  from  Rensselacrville  on 
]March  17,  1793,  and  Kno.x  was  detached  from  it 
in  the  year  1822. 

The  town  is  bounded  on  the  north  Ijy  Knox,  on 
the  east  by  New  Scotland,  on  the  south  by  Rensse- 
laervillc  and  Westerlo,  and  on  the  west  by  Scho- 
harie County. 

Its  area  originally  was  64,447  i^ces;  its  present 
area  is  38,942  acres. 

IL— ITS  NATURAL  FE.\TURES. 

'  Along  the  northern  part  of  the  town  is  a  ridge 
rising  abruptly  from  the  bed  of  the  Foxenkill. 
This  ridge,  being  divided  by  nature,  takes  the 
names  of  Grijipy  (cjrigin  unknown),  Irish  Hill, 
from  the  Scotch-Irish  settlers  who  first  located  there, 
and  the  Uhai  (high  garden),  irom  a  spot  upon  its 
summit  cultivated  by  the  Indians,  and  whieh  may 
still  be  pointed  out.  The  altitude  of  these  distinct  I 
spurs  is  said  to  be  about  two  hundred  feet,  and  the  I 


town  itself  from  nine  to  twelve  hundred  ieet  above 
tide-water. 

These  mountains  belong  to  the  Silurian  division, 
but  here  and  there  Devonian  rocks  arc  lound. 
?*Iorc  than  a  dozen  distinct  species  of  fossils  or 
petrifictions  and  minerals  are  found  among  these 
hills,  such  as  the  fine  and  coarse  grit  sandstone, 
hone-slate,  with  some  sulphates  of  iron,  magnesia, 
alumina,  snowy  gypsum,  calcareous  spar,  etc. 

In  front  of  the  house  of  ^Ir.  Williams,  on  die 
right  hand  side  of  the  road,  in  the  Village  ol  Knox 
(according  to  an  early  geological  report  of  Prof 
Eaton),  is  the  best  locality  f  ir  ammonites,  pecii- 
nites,  turbinites  and  terebratulites. 

As  our  history  overlaps  the  tow  n  of  Kn.ix  bef  ire 
its  organization,  we  may  mention  the  Ik'rne  cavern 
as  containing  encrinites,  favosites  and  anthote- 
pholites. 

Along  the  bed  of  the  Foxenkill  may  be  f  >uni' 
corallinites. 

The  south  and  west  parts  of  the  town  are  hillv. 
The  hills  are  separated  by  rocky  ravines,  through 
which  flow  small  streams  of  water.  One  such 
ravine,  termed  the  "Gulf,"  is  a  natural  curi^isitv. 
It  alTords  a  passage  way  for  a  single  wagon,  along 
which  the  tops  of  the  mountains  rise  many  humlreds 
of  feet. 

The  principal  streams  of  the  town  are  the  Foxen- 
kill anil  the  Switzkill.  The  Foxenkill  rises  in 
tlie  ni  >rdicasterii  part  of  the  town,  in  Thompson's 
Lake,  and  (lows  in  a  southwesterl}-  direction,  pari'y 
underground,  t(.)ward  Warner's  Lake,  ami  then  in 
the  same  course  throuirh  P)erne.West  Tierne.  and  so 
on  to  the  Schoharie  Creek.  Its  fall  during  the  en- 
tire length  is  several  hundreds  of  feet,  so  that  it  is 
impetuous  and  rapiti.  r    ■  ■ 
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The  Switzkill  rises  in  Renssc'aerville  and  flows 
almost  norihwani,  emptvinj,^  into  the  Fnxcnkill  at 
what  is  termed  the  "Old  Water.'' 

These  streams  arc  of  suflkicnt  importance  to  the 
town  in  fiirnishinij;  the  power  necessary  to  drive  the 
cxtensi\'e  saw  and  grist-mills,  which  have  been 
erected  over  them,  from  the  earliest  times  to  the 
prcsen  t. 

The  soil  along  the  banks  of  tliese  streams  is  very 
fertile,  and  affords  excellent  pasture.  On  the  hill- 
sides and  mountain  tops  the  soil  is  to  a  great  extent 
valuable  f  )r  all  kinds  of  grain  and  farm  produce; 
in  many  ['laces,  however,  it  is  very  light  and  is  used 
only  for  pasture  for  sheep. 

In  an  early  agricultural  report,  the  soils  on  the 
following  fi.irms  are  especially  noted  :  Gideon 
Taber's,  Andrew  Brown's,  Nathaniel  Gallup's, 
Almerin  Ilublicll's  and  Wheeler  Denis.^n's.  What 
has  always  been  known  as  the  }3eaverdam  is  a 
valley  which  was  divided  between  upper  and  lower, 
extending  from  Warner's  Mills  at  East  Berne  to 
Post's  Mills  at  West  Berne.  The  dam  proper  was 
at  a  point  on  the  creek  near  the  I'esidence  of 
Peter  Schell,  and  was  of  such  a  character  as  to 
give  the  name  to  the  Dutch  church  which  was 
then  near  by,  and  also  to  the  villages  along  the 
valley  line. 

Warner's  I-ake,  situated  one  mile  north  of  the 
village  of  East  Berne,  is  a  small  body  of  water 
covering  an  area  of  one  hundred  acres.  It  took 
its  name  frc^m  Johannes  and  Christopher  Warner, 
who  settled  on  its  banks  before  the  organization  of 
the  town,  and  whose  descendants  stdl  continue  to 
occupy  the  land  around  it.  It  takes  its  rise  in  a 
spring  on  the  farm  of  Christopher  Warner  and  is 
also  fed  from  Thompson's  Lake.  The  water  is  ver}- 
clear  and  stocked  with  different  kinds  offish.  ()n 
the  east  side  is  a  beautiful  growth  of  young  trees, 
which  has  been  extensively  patronized  by  picnic 
and  camping  parties. 

Thompson's  Lake,  named  from  John  and  Wil- 
liam Thompson,  lies  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
town,  and  is  partly  in  the  town  of  Knox.  It  has 
an  area  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres. 

A  rocky  ledge  on  the  southern  boundary  is  cov- 
ered with  a  gri3wth  i  if  trees  and  is  used  as  a  camp- 
ing and  picnic  ground. 

This  lake  has  recently  attracted  to  it  many 
boarders  from  Albany  and  other  places.  Ten 
years  ag(.)  there  was  but  a  single  dilapidated  slruc- 
ture  on  its  western  shore,  which  could  neither  be 
sold  nor  rented. 

William  J.  Hart  was  the  first  to  see  and  take  hold 
of  the  project  of  keejiing  bo. irders,  and  has  now  a 


large  house  on  a  spot  which  commands  a  view  of 
the  entire  lake,  and  is  called  the  Lake  View 
House.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  was  such 
that  there  are  now  three  boarding-houses  well 
lilled  during  the  summer. 

This  geological  formation  generally  contains 
mineral  springs.  Within  the  limits  of  the  town 
there  are  several  p<")wder  (^rsuljihur  sjirings. 

Two  of  these  are  upon  the  land  of  Jacob  Hoch- 
strasser,  are  named  in  an  early  geological  report  as 
of  considerable  importance,  and  give  name  and 
character  to  the  large  l)oardmg-house  erectetl  near 
them  in  iSSo.  Their  capacity  is  daily  five  hun- 
dred and  three  hundred  gallons. 

Upon  the  farm  of  Thomas  f.  Wood  is  another 
spiring  of  the  same  character,  and  there  is  stdl 
another  upon  the  farm  of  John  ]Miner  Deitz,  in  the 
x  alle}-  of  the  Switzkill. 

On  the  land  of  Alfred  Hungerford,  at  Reidsville, 
is  a  spring  impregnated  with  carbonate  of  iron  and 
a  little  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  Its  water  is  as  clear 
as  crystal,  while  its  character  is  strongly  marked. 
It  is  worthy  of  inspection  as  being  the  only  one 
ol  this  nature  known  to  exist  in  the  town. 

III.— ITS  EARLY  SETTLEMENT. 

There  were  but  about  eight  families  who  origi- 
nally settknl  this  town.  These  were  the  Weidmans, 
Zehs,  Balls,  Dcitzes,  Knieskems,  Shultes,  Basslers 
and  Hochstrassers.  Jacob  Weidman  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  and  is  suppo.sed  to  have  been 
the  leader  of  the  party.  He  came  from  the  city  of 
Berne,  Switzerlanil,  with  his  wife  and  four  sons, 
and  locate<l  in  the  town  as  early  as  [750. 

He  is  acknowledged  as  having  had  the  hoii.ir  of 
giving  the  name  to  the  town,  which  may  have  been 
accordetl  him  from  his  prioritv  of  settlement,  or 
his  extensive  ownership  of  land,  or  the  particular 
influeace  which  he  exerted  upon  his  neighbors. 

7"he  route  taken  b\"  the  [larty  was  alomr  the  line 
of  an  Indian  foot-path  leading  in  the  direction  of 
Schoharie.  .\n  Indian  familiar  with  the  country 
was  chosen  as  their  guide. 

Their  furniture,  provisions,  tools,  etc.,  were  car- 
ried upon  their  backs.  Foot-sore  and  weary,  and 
camping  here  and  there  along  the  way,  they  at 
length  reached  a  spi;>t,  mnv  the  site  of  the  village  of 
Knox. 

While  encamped  here  a  dispute  arose,  the  cause 
of  which  is  supposed  to  be  as  to  who  >hould  bethe 
recognized  leader.  ]!ut,  be  that  as  it  may,  the 
([uarre!  was  of  such  importance  as  to  give  to  the 
spot  the  name  of  "  Fechtberg,"  or  fiu'htini:  hill. 
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An  earlier  historian,  in  Inonlionin^•  this  tact,  states 
that  the  dispute  was  settled,  and  that  the  party  kept 
on  their  course  to  Schoharie. 

The  writer,  h\)wever,  bcHeves  tliat  this  dispute 
caused  such  a  division  in  the  party  as  to  sepaiate 
it,  the  one  part  going  to  Schoharie,  and  the  other 
remaining  in  the  town  of  Berne.  This  is  confirmed 
by  certain  dates  found  upon  the  rougli  head-stones 
in  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  at  Berne,  which  has 
ever  since  been  recognized  as  a  buna!  plot.  The 
date  upon  one  of  these  is  1700,  another  1720,  and 
still  another  bears  the  date  of  1728. 

Nor  does  this  militate  against  the  commoii 
opinion  that  the  town  was  settled  from  Schoharie, 
since  parts  of  the  same  families  were  afterward  in- 
duced to  return. 

Jacob  Weidman  took  up  the  land  on  the  banks 
of  the  Foxenkill,  on  the  site  of  the  village  of  Berne, 
a  tract  covering  many  hundreds  of  acres,  and  reach- 
ing in  width  from  the  village  of  Berne  to  the  road 
running  northward,  near  the  boarding-house  of 
Jacob  Hochstrasser. 

He  had  been  by  occupation  a  miller  in  his  native 
city  of  Berne,  in  Switzerland.  He  located  himself 
at  a  point  on  the  Foxenkill  where  he  thought  a 
mill  could  be  best  planted,  and  here  established, 
as  soon  as  circumstances  permitted,  the  first 
grist-mill  and  saw-mill  in  the  town.  These  mills 
were  known  as  early  as  1787  as  Weidman's 
Mills. 

The  mill  property  itSelf  consisted  of  thirty  acres 
of  land.  It  was  leased  in  1790  to  Jacob  Weidman 
for  sixteen  years,  at  a  rental  of  jCj.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  term  it  was  again  leased  for  ten 
yeais,  at  a  rental  of /'30. 

Jacob  Weidman  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  town,  having  brought 
with  him  from  the  heart  of  Switzerland  the  exalted 
faith  of  his  fathers.  His  name  appears  on  the  rec- 
ords as  an  elder  as  early  as  I7ri3. 

Frederick  Iiassler,  another  of  the  pioneer  settlers, 
came  from  Basle,  Switzerland,  about  the  year  1750. 
He  was  among  the  Palatinates  who  sought  to 
escape  religious  oppressi<:in  in  Germany  and  to  ob- 
tain religious  freedom  in  a  new  country.  The 
family  were  highly  inlluential,  and  gave  name  and 
cliaracter  to  the  land  from  whence  they  came. 
These  traits  he  brought  with  him  anil  handed  them 
down  to  his  descendants. 

The  Ueitzes  became  comp(jnent  parts  of  the 
town  in  its  beginnings,  and  settled  for  the  most 
part  the  valley  of  the  Switzkill. 

Hendrick  Ball,  the  head  of  that  fainilv  line,  tijok 
up  tlie  farm  now  occupied  by  Stephen  Ball. 


Hendrick  Kniesk'em  occupied  the  land  now 
owned  by  Jacob  Knieskem. 

The  Zeh  family,  for  the  most  part,  settled  the 
land  aK;ng  the  Foxenkill  frmn  what  is  known  as 
the  Boarding-house  to  the  village  of  East  Berne. 

Matthias  Sliultes,  the  head  of  all  the  Sliultes 
tlir(^ughout  this  section,  took  up  over  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  along  the  northeast  side  of  the  West 
^fountain,  sloping  gradually  to  the  roail  that  passes 
the  farms  of  John  and  Allen  Sliultes. 

Jacob  H(.)chstrasser,  as  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers, 
exerted  a  no  small  inlluence  in  the  early  history  of 
the  organization  of  the  town.  He  was  a  man  of 
intellect  and  possessed  great  executive  ability.  He 
was  one  of  the  committee  to  petition  the  Legislature 
to  set  off  the  town  from  that  of  Ren^selaerville  and 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  draft  the  town 
laws. 

When  the  town  was  organized  he  was  its  first 
supervisor  and  first  justice  of  the  peace.  He  owned 
a  large  tract  of  land  where  the  White  Sulphur 
Spring  House  now  stands.  He  was  a  fit  represen- 
tative of  the  manly  elements  of  that  early  society. 

In  1790  three  Scotch-Irish  families  came  into 
the  town  from  New  Scotland  and  settled  a  large 
tract  of  land  upon  the  Irish  Hill.  These  were  the 
Hays,  Youngs  and  Currans. 

Soon  after  this  came  the  Filkins  and  Congers, 
the  former  locating  on  what  is  known  as  Filkins' 
Hill,  the  latter  occup\  ing  the  land  in  and  around 
Reidsville. 

Other  inlluences  than  these  came  into  the  town 
to  settle  and  strengthen  it. 

New  England  sent  a  number  of  representative 
families.  Among  these  were  the  Gallups,  Whipples, 
Crarys,  Browns  and  Williams. 

Samuel  Gallup  and  his  son  came  from  Groton, 
Conn.,  in  17S6,  and  bought  a  large  farm  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Whi[)ple  cemetery,  now  in  the 
town  of  Knox. 

His  son  Nathaniel  became  one  of  the  strongest 
forces  in  the  town.  For  fourteen  years  he  was 
town  clerk,  and  wielded  a  skillful  pen.  The  rec- 
ords show  that  he  was  a  man  of  no  ordinary  ability. 
He  was  also  a  justice  of  the  jieace  f 'r  at  least  nine- 
teen years.  His  numerous  descendants  own  and 
occupy  many  farms  in  the  neighborhood  of  East 
Berne. 

Malachi  Whipple,  another  representative  man, 
came  from  Stonington,  Conn.,  to  this  town  about 
the  year  1793,  and  bc^uglit  what  has  ever  since 
been  known  as  the  Whijiple  farm. 

This  farm  in  1.S20  Uu,k  the  premium  as  the 
model  farm  in  .Mbany  County.     This  premium  was 
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two  solid  silver  pitchers  and  five  silver  ciips,  which 
are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  faiinly.  He  after- 
ward received  premiums  on  sheep,  on  wool  and  on 
cloth.  In  1825  he  removed  to  the  village  of  lierne  ; 
boiiL,dit  the  grist-mill  property,  and  built  the  pres- 
ent mill.  The  valuable  i)ropcrty  of  K.  V.  Filkins, 
the  widow  Fairlecs,  and  that  of  the  widow  Davis, 
were  included  in  this  purchase. 

He  also,  with  William  II.  Ball  and  I.\man 
Dwight,  built  a  canling  and  fulling  mill.  In  his 
clay  he  was  recognized  as  a  leader,  and  clu^sen  to 
those  positions  which  recjuired  special  wisdom  and 
prudence  in  their  management. 

Miner  Walden,  another  worthy  citizen  of  the 
town,  came  from  Vermont  in  1797.  He  estab- 
lished the  first  carding  machine  where  wool  and 
cloth  were  carded  and  dressed.  In  connection 
with  this  business  he  also  carried  on  a  store,  and 
did  an  extensive  trade. 

He  was  a  man  who  left  a  marked  infiuence  upon 
the  town,  which  is  felt  even  to  this  day  far  beyond 
the  circle  of  his  descendants.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  occupied  the  then 
prominent  position  of  chorister  in  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Another  worthy  citizen  who  figured  prominently 
in  the  early  history  of  this  town  was  Moses  Patten, 
of  an  honored  New  F'.ngland  family.  He  came 
from  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire,  in  1820.  He 
had  previously  graduated  from  Union  College,  and 
had  studied  law. 

From  the  first,  certain  qualifications  were  recog- 
nized which  made  him  a  leader  where  the  quali- 
ties of  leadership  were  of  supreme  importance. 

He  served  as  town  clerk,  justice  of  the  peace, 
commissioner  and  inspector  of  common  schools, 
and  also  as  suj  ervisor,  and  filled  these  positions 
with  honor  to  himself  and  with  great  credit  to 
the  town. 

For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  in  the  village  of  Berne.  The  character 
of  the  firm  was  such,  that  it  monopolized  a  great 
portion  of  the  trade  throughout  the  town. 

On  receiving  the  appointment  of  Surrogate  of 
the  County,  Mr.  Patten  removed  to  the  City  of 
'Albany,  where,  after  a  useful  and  busy  life,  he  died 
"  in  1867. 

His  brother  James,  elsewhere  mentioned,  and  a 
younger  brother,  .'-^amuel,  were  important  facttjrs  in 
the  devel'  ipment  of  the  town. 

Besides  the  iniluonces  just  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  settlement  and  growth  of  the 
town,  it  might  be  well  to  give  a  single  sample  of 
the  native-born  talent. 


One  of  the  most  influential  men,  and  a  native  of 
the  town,  was  Jacob  Settle.  He  was  what  ma}" 
be  termed  a  "  full  man." 

His  judgment  was  clear  on  all  matters  of  busi- 
ness, and  this  was  coupled  with  great  firmness  and 
con.scientiousness.  He  was  the  arbiter  chosen  in 
many  a  contest,  and  his  ilecisinn  was  regarded  as 
final. 

From  i8i2  to  18^4  he  was  engagctl  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  and  by  industry  and  prudence 
he  built  up  a  trade  that  was  second  to  none  in  the 
town. 

He  represented  the  town  in  the  Assembl\",  in  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  ami  served  asju.stice  of  the 
peace  and  as  town  clerk. 

He  was  also  for  thirty-five  years  j)ostmaster,  for 
several  years  a  commissic  mer  and  inspector  of 
common  schools. 

He  was  appointed  by  Gov.  De  Witt  Clinton, 
May  7,  1S18,  Cornet  ol  the  Fifth  Regiment  of 
Cavalry  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  in  1S21 
was  commissioned  its  Captain.  Again,  in  1S24, 
he  was  appointed  Major  of  the  31st  Regiment  of 
Cavalry,  and  in  1825  was  raised  to  the  position 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Through  his  instrumentality  a  plank  road  was 
run  from  Schohaire,  through  the  town,  to  connect 
with  one  running  to  Albany.  This  road  ran  par- 
allel with  the  Foxenkill,  and  was  of  vast  impor- 
tance in  grading  and  shortening  the  old  Beaverdam 
road. 

In  1833,  through  the  failure  of  the  ax  factory  of 
Daniel  Simmons,  Mr.  Settle  was  seriously  involved 
and  besieged  by  anxious  creditors.  In  this  emer- 
gency he  was  assisted  to  his  feet  by  Mr.  Thomas 
W.  Olcott,  of  Albany,  and  also  by  the  firni  in 
New  York  with  which  he  did  busine-s. 

At  the  end  of  a  few  years  he  was  able,  not  onlv  to 
meet  his  indebtedness,  but  to  accumulate  a  hand- 
some property. 

In  church  and  state  he  v.as  a  power,  and  his 
death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  all. 

EARLY  BUILDINGS. 

These  were  log  structures.  Isaac  Wilsey,  the 
oldest  native  resident  of  the  town,  born  in  I7i;^> 
describes  the  house  in  which  he  was  born  as  built 
of  peeled  elm  logs.  The  roof  consisted  of  bnig 
poles,  overlaid  with  elm  bark  tied  down  to  tlicni. 
There  was  but  one  room  below  and  a  k/ft  above. 
The  lloors  were  made  of  heavy  pine  limber,  eiuh- 
te(Mi  inches  wide,  ami  the  iloor  was  a  di  mble  one, 
with  a  latch-string  upon  the  out>ide.    The  building 
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was  used,  some  time  after  il  was  vacated,  as  a  shop, 
in  which  Ik  une  spun  cUilh  was  mai_lc. 

He  remembers  to  have  seen  man\'  of  tliesc  build- 
ings in  his  early  davs,  similarly  constriictetl. 

'I'hesc  houses,  lu)wever,  were  soon  replaced  by 
others  more  modern  in  style.  The  house  in  which 
Thomas  |.  Wood,  the  Sujtervisor  of  the  town,  lives 
has  upon  its  corner  stone  the  initials  1'.  F.  and 
the  date  i  795. 

l"he  house  on  the  farm  of  Frederick  7ch  and  tlie 
house  of  Nathaniel  Gallup  were  built  about  1795. 

The  house  of  the  widow  P'airlec,  in  the  \  illage  of 
Berne,  was  built  for  a  ta\crn  in  1SJ9.  It  was  used 
as  a  recruiting  station  during  the  war  of  1S12. 

The  dwellingof  Petrus  Weidnian,  the  miller,  one 
of  the  oldest  known  residences  in  theti  iwn,  was  upon 
the  site  (if  the  house  of  the  widow  of  Edward 
Settle. 

The  largest  and  most  ciimplete  house  stood  upon 
the  site  of  Jacob  P.  Warner's  dwelling.  It  was 
built  about  the  year  iSoo  by  Petrus  Weidman.  It 
had  great  halls,  double  doors  and  ten  fire-places. 
There  were  five  rooms  in  the  cellar,  which  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  negro  slaves. 

EARLY  STORES. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  town  there  were  but  few 
stores,  and  these  were  located  on  the  main  roatls. 
There  were  no  centers  of  trade  in  villages. 

The  staple  articles  for  sale  were  rum,  molasses 
and  tobacco.  What  are  now  called  dry  goods  were 
then  home-spun.  There  was  no  muslin,  nor 
calico,  nor  fancy  articles  needed,  and  no  tea  and 
coffee  were  drank. 

Sugar  was  all  made  from  the  sa[)  of  the  hard 
maple,  which  was  very  abundant.  The  manu- 
facture of  this  sugar  ^^■as  a  distinct  business,  in 
which  every  family  was  engaged,  whether  they 
owneil  pro[)crty  or  not.  Buckets  and  troughs  were 
matle  from  the  butts  ol  large  trees. 

The  store  of  Johannes  Fisher  was  the  first  one 
known  to  have  been  eUabli^-hed  in  the  tow  n.  It  was 
in  the  same  building  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Thomas  J.  Wood.  The  first  wagon  known  was 
used  by  the  proprietor  of  this  store,  in  which  to 
transport  his  goods  from  Albany.  It  was  two- 
wheeled. 

Stephen  Willes  (known  as  Major  Willes),  from 
Connecticut,  established  a  store  in  the  town  as  early 
as  1800.  He  is  described  a^  a  large,  portl\-  man, 
and  very  shrewd  in  the  management  of  his  business. 
He  located  on  the  site  of  Iliram  Warner's  resi- 
dence, a  mile  from  what  is  now  the  village  of  East 


Berne,  and  built  a  large  New  England  house,  with 
a  large  chimney  in  the  center  and  three  fire- 
places. 

His  business  increased  so  rapidly  that  he  soon 
built  a  store  on  the  ojipositeside  of  the  road. 

Besides  the  store,  and  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
bridge,  was  a  potash  factory,  and  on  the  right  hand 
side  a  tannerv.  On  the  north  side  of  the  creek  he 
established  a  whisky  still  and  a  saddle  and 
harness  and  boot  and  shoe  manufactory.  He  ex- 
changed for  ashes,  for  bark  f>r  tanning  purpc>.ses 
and  for  rye,  the  goods  which  he  constantly  kept  on 
hand  and  which  the  necessities  of  the  people  de- 
mantletl. 

In  1S25  he  established  a  second  store  in  the 
village  of  East  Berne,  in  order  to  ward  off  opposi- 
tion in  trade  on  the  part  of  Albert  and  Ik-njamin 
Gallu[). 

He  was  one  of  the  town  builders,  and  occupied 
many  pcists  of  usefulness  within  the  gift  of  the 
people,  such  as  Member  of  Assembly,  Suiiervi-or, 
etc.  Dr.  Almerin  Hubbell.  son-in  law  to  Peter 
Weidman,  went  into  the  business  of  store-keeping 
in  1S03,  on  the  site  of  the  residence  of  ]\Irs.  Ed- 
ward Settle. 

In  181 1  Miner  Walden,  from  Vermont,  began 
life  as  a  store-keeper  in  the  basement  of  the  house 
owne<l  and  occupied  by  E.  V.  p'ilkins,  Esq. 

Johan  Jost  Deitz,  known  as  Col.  Deitz,  kept 
store  on  the  site  of  Peter  Bassler's  residence  in 
1812.  In  1816  he  took  as  partner  Jacob  .'-^eltle. 
Their  business  was  extensive.  Fourteen  barrels  of 
potash  sold  by  them  this  year  in  New  York  netted 
them  six  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and  ninety- 
eight  cents. 

MILLS  AND  FACTORIES. 

The  earliest  mill  established  was  that  of  Jacob 
Weidman  in  1750.  It  was  located  about  fifteen  or 
twentv  feet  from  the  site  of  the  grist-mill  <^f  Francis 
Ikcker.  A  saw-mill  built  b\-  Jacob  Weidman  was 
also  erected  near  the  same  spot. 

Soon  after  this  another  mill  was  built  back  of 
the  school-house,  at  East  Berne,  b\'  [ohannes  and 
Christopher  Warner.  This  mill  mu^t  have  been 
built  as  early  as  1765,  since  the  Warners  were 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town. 

About  the  year  1790  Jacob  Post  established  a 
mill  near  the  site  of  the  village  of  West  Berne. 
The  grist  was,  in  early  time>,  carried  to  the  mill 
in  a  bag,  thrown  over  the  back  of  a  horse,  behind 
the+idcr.  A-sa  Culvard,  or  Cidver,  about  the  same 
time,  erected  a  clothing  mill  in  what  is  now  South 
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Ik-riie.  Sevcnil  mills  for  the  carding  of  wool  and 
manufacture  of  clolli  were  cslablisiied  ;  notable 
among  these  were  the  mills  of  Miner  W'alden  and 
William  II.  Ball. 

These  mills  all  became  centers  for  the  villages 
which  afterward  sprang  up  around  them.  Hcrj; 
dwellings  were  jjlanted  and  stores  and  shojis 
erected. 

The  mills  at  the  present*  time  are  :  Francis 
Becker's  mill,  built  by  r^Ialachi  Whipple  in  1S32. 
It  contains  three  run  of  stone  and  all  the  necessary 
appliances. 

It  has  a  Ilerkley  wheel  of  forty-two  horse-])ower, 
and  a  thirty-two  leet  fall  of  water.  Twenty-seven 
thousand  bushels  of  grain  is  the  yearly  average  of 
business  done. 

MOSES  A.   M.    GALLU1''S  JIII.L. 

This  is  the  most  complete  mill  in  the  ci>uniy 
outside  of  the  city  of  Albany.  If  sjiace  would 
permit,  a  descrijjtion  of  tliis  mill  might  be  noted. 

The  present  mill  was  jjlanned  and  erected  in 
1S58  by  Clark,  Decker  &  Gardner. 

Luman  Lobdell  was  then  the  proprietor,  and  he 
spared  neither  labor  nor  money  to  make  it  in  every 
way  Complete. 

The  building  is  five  stories  high,  has  four  run 
of  fine  French  burr  stones,  and  an  overshot  wlieel 
twenty-two  feet  in  diameter. 

Every  bag  of  grain  can  be  carried  to  any  tloor  in 
the  building  by  the  power  and  emptied  to  any 
stone,  thus  relieving  the  person  of  all  lifting.  'I'he 
supply  of  water  is  constant. 

The  mill  property  consists  of  ninety-three  acres, 
which,  together  with  the  buildings  upon  it,  is 
valued  at  from  si.xtcen  to  eighteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  annual  amount  of  grain  [)assing  through 
this  mill  is  thirty  thousand  bushels. 

Mr.  Galluii  has  also  a  saw-mill  which  cuts 
annually  fifteen  thousand  feet  of  timber,  and  he  is 
about  to  introduce  into  it  a  machine  by  which  lUe 
thousand  shingles  can  be  made  in  a  single  day. 

JACOB   MINKK    HOCUS!  RASSER  S  MILL. 

This  building  has  a  histor)-  identical  with  that  of 
the  town.  It  was  the  first  carding  machine  ;  a 
factory  for  making  shoe  i)egs  ;  afterward  the  place 
where  axes  were  ground,  poli-hed  and  p.iinted  ;  a 
manufactory  for  all  kinils  of  furnilure  :  and  i>n  a 
time  it  was  the  Methodist  meeting  li'  iuse. 

As  a  grist-mill  it  has  been  run  for  three  _\ears. 
It  has  a  twenty-five  horse  steam  power,  wiiich, 
together  with  the  water,  makes  forty  hoise-power. 
It  has  two  run  of  stone,   and  grinds  annually 


twenty  thousand  bushels  of  grain,  which  is  a 
yearly  business  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

ELIAS   ZKM's   milt.,    SOI  TH  I'.KKNK. 

This  mill  was  built  in  the  _\'ear  1S55,  and  again 
rebuilt  by  its  present  proi'rictor  in  1884. 

It  rests  upon  the  site  of  the  clothing  mill  of  .\sa 
Culvard  built  in  1790.  It  is  run  by  water  su[)[ilied 
from  a  pond,  and  grinds  yearly  twenty  thousand 
bushels  of  grain.  The  mill  property  consists  of 
tjiie  hundred  acres  of  land. 

W.USON   CHKSKISRO'S  SAW-M1[,I.. 

This  building  was  first  usetl  as  a  foundry  by  Henry 
Engle.  It  was  afterward  fitted  up  as  a  tannery. 
John  Rossiter,  Jacob  D.  b^ettle  and  Oscar  dyler 
carried  on  this  business  in  it  for  a  number  of 
years.  It  was  also  a  place  for  the  manufacture  of 
furniture  of  various  kinds. 

As  a  saw-mill  it  has  cut  three  hundred  thousand 
feet  of  timber  in  a  single  \ear.  The  amount  of 
business  iniw  done  yearly  is  estimated  at  one 
tiu^usand  dollars. 

AX   FACTORY   OF   DAXIKr.  SIMMONS. 

This  was  the  most  extensive  business  ever  con- 
ducted in  diis  town.  It  was  the  first  ax  factory 
in  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  in  the  wi.rld,  in 
which  axes  were  made  from  cast  steel. 

Daniel  Simmons  came  to  Beine  from  the  town 
of  Bethlehem  about  the  year  1S21  as  a  journey- 
man blacksmith,  and  began  business  in  the  shop  of 
Henry  Kngle,  midway  between  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  the  house  of  John  D.  White. 

Having  previously  learneil  the  an  L>f  ax-m.iking 
from  his  uncle,  who  had  become  moderately  well 
off  in  die  business,  he  continued  to  liammer  out. 
on  his  anvil,  a  few  axes  a  da\'  during  hours  of 
leisure  otherwise  unemployed. 

TiiC  superiority  of  the  Simmons  ax  over  the 
rough  German  and  F.ng!ish  axes  then  in  use  was 
at  once  recognized.  It  consisted  in  the  welding 
process,  which  was  effected  with  the  aid  of  borax. 
All  other  implements  were  found  useless,  ami  on 
the  introtluction  of  these  were  thrown  aside. 

The  demand  for  these  axes  became  so  great, 
owing  to  the  extensive  tliresis  and  uncleared  land, 
that  Simmons,  feeling  his  fVjrtune  secured,  deter- 
mined to  embark  in  the  business  on  a  larger 
scale. 

Being  a  }-oung  man  of  commanding  presence 
and  pleasing  address,  he  won  the  confidence  of 
such  representative  men  as  Jacob  Settle,  Maiachi 
Whipple,  Col.   Jacob   Weidman,    Moses  Patten, 
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Johan  jost  Dcitz  and  William  Sclicll,  who  fur- 
nished the  capital  for  the  enterprise. 

The  first  building  (or  two  buildings  connected 
together)  was  erected  in  i S25,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  creek,  and  directly  in  the  rear  of  the  Ikhisc 
of  John  Stiner.  Here  a  trip-hammer  was  intro- 
duced, -which  resounded  through  the  valley,  gi\  ing 
it  the  appearance  of  intense  activity.  In  this  build- 
ing the  iron  was  forged,  the  axes  shaped,  and  the 
greater  number  of  the  men  employed. 

A  second  building  extended  across  the  stream, 
and  was  known  as  the  tempering  shop. 

The  third  building,  now  the  lower  gnst-niill, 
was  \\here  the  axes  were  ground,  polished  and 
painted.  It  contained  several  grindstones,  run  by 
water  power,  some  of  them  being  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  inches  in  thickness,  six  feet  in  diameter 
and  weighing  over  a  ton. 

A  fourth  building,  one  hundred  feet  long,  was 
erected  near  the  northeast  corner  of  Stephen  Ball's 
woods  in  1830.  The  material  used  in  its  construc- 
tion, it  is  said, came  out  of  the  old  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  taken  down  in  that  year. 

This  building  contained  a  trip-hammer,  several 
forges  and  a  number  of  grindstones. 

Here  the  bursting  of  a  grindstone  killed  a  work- 
man and  did  other  damage. 

These  buildings  contained  twenty-one  forges, 
employed  two  hundred  men,  and  turned  out 
about  six  hundred  axes  and  other  edged  tools 
daily. 

The  forges  were  run  for  a  long  time  by  charcoal, 
this  being  the  cheapest  and  most  easily  obtained 
fuel.  Thus  the  making  of  coal  to  meet  the  de- 
mand opened  up  a  new  channel  of  profit  to  the 
inhabitants. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  people  were  engaged 
in  the  making  of  charcoal,  and  these  smoking 
furnaces  were  most  conspicuous  among  the  hills  of 
the  town. 

The  tops  of  trees  and  the  knotty  timber,  out  of 
which  nothing  else  could  be  made,  were  thus  util- 
ized. Here  was  an  open  market,  where  the  highest 
prices  were  paid  for  charcoal,  grain  and  all  kinds 
of  produce. 

'At  the  height  of  his  business,  Simmons  bought 
the  Fischer  farm  and  moved  uprm  it,  with  his 
brothers  ]3altus  and  Jonas.  When  out  of  coal  or 
iron,  or  when  the  water  {)ower  ceaseti,  he  em[iloycd 
his  numerous  hands  in  clearing  up  the  lands,  burn- 
ing brush,  etc. 

He  also  built  the  large  house,  now  K.  M. 
Shakes',  as  a  tavern  and  boarding-house,  and  placetl 
over  it  his  father-in-law,  Francis  Osterhout. 


He  was  supposed  at  one  time  to  be  doing  the 
largest  business  of  any  man  in  the  County  of  Al- 
banv.  He  kept  half  a  dozen  teams  constantly  on 
the  road,  drawing  iron,  steel,  coal  and  grind- 
sti:)nes. 

He  found  a  market  for  his  axes  and  edged  tools 
in  Canada,  Ohio  ami  I'ennsyhania,  ami  employed 
S.  H.  Dotv,  as  his  agent,  carrying  sanii)les  and 
Soliciting  orders.  The  Simmons  ax  afterward 
found  a  market  in  .^sia  and  Africa,  and  in  fact  there 
is  hardly  a  forest  in  the  world  that  has  not  felt  its 
impress. 

The  long  distance  from  Albany,  and  the  expense 
of  transporting  material  from  that  city,  over  heavy 
roads,  so  told  upon  the  firm,  that  it  failed  in 
1S33.  An  assignment  was  made  to  Moses  Patten, 
one  of  the  creditors,  who,  for  the  benefit  ot  the 
others,  continued  the  business  for  a  short  time 
thereafter. 

Daniel  Simmons  took  shelter  under  the  bankrupt 
law,  moved  to  Cohoes,  and  in  1834  established 
there  the  ax  factory  of  Weed,  Becker  &  Co. 

He  died  in  that  city  in  1861,  after  having  amas- 
sed a  large  property. 

The  failure  of  the  firm  caused  greater  commotion 
in  this  rural  hamlet  than  did  the  starting  of  it.  ]\Iany 
pf  the  best  men  were  swallowed  up  by  it,  and  left 
almost  without  a  dollar. 

Still  time  has  shown  that  it  was  not  destitute  of 
all  result.  ^lany  of  the  buildings,  now  remaining, 
stand  as  memorials  to  the  enterprise,  and  it  is  well 
worthy  of  remark  that  upon  this  swelling  tide  the 
Reformed  Church  was  lifted  to  its  present  site. 

The  merchants  of  the  place  reaped  harvests  dur- 
ing its  existence,  hrjwsoever  much  some  ma}'  ha\e 
lost.  The  store  of  Coates  &  Smith  was  then  estab- 
lished to  supply  the  demand,  and  the  failure  of  this 
factory  removed  the  necessity,  and  the  store  was 
abandoned. 

The  old  office,  together  with  the  polishing  shop, 
arc  the  only  remaining  buildings  that  reveal  the 
"parting  glory  of  man. "  The  ofiice  is  now  a  part 
of  the  barn  of  Watson  Chesebro. 

The  public  school  was  now  for  the  first  time 
drawn  into  ifie  Nillagc  fnim  the  outside,  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  erection  of  an 
academy. 

CHEESE  FACTORIES. 

The  first  fi^ctory  c>f  this  kind  in  the  town  was 
built  in  the  spring  (jf  1878,  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
from  the  village  of  Jicrne,  on  the  farm  of  Thomas 
J.  Wood. 

The  idea  was  originated  and  the  plan  made  by 
James  W.  Hart,  who  for  fourteen  years  was  engaged 
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in  the  business  near  Oneida  Lake,  INIadison  County. 
His  wisdom  has  been  confirmed  by  time,  and  the 
fiictory  has  become  successful  and  profitable. 

The  building  is  72  x  26  feet,  and  has  two  lloors. 
The  lower  floor  contains  a  five-horse-power  boiler, 
by  the  means  of  which  the  milk  in  the  \ats  is 
heated.  The  factory  has  a  capacity  for  the  milk  of 
four  hundred  cows,  but  at  j)resent  receives  the 
supply  of  only  two  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Four  huntlred  and  ninety-fi\'e  pounds  of  cheese 
have  been  made  in  a  single  day.  The  boxes  in 
which  the  cheeses  are  packed  are  made  here  by  Mr. 
Hart ;  the  material  ready  to  set  up  is  bought  at 
Little  Falls,  X.  Y.  The  south  side  of  this  build- 
ing is  used  as  a  dwelling. 

A  second  factory  was  erected  at  East  Berne  in 
1884,  for  the  manufacture  of  cheese  and  Initter, 
and  is  now  under  the  supervision  of  ^Nlr.  PLart.  l"he 
building  is  the  same  as  its  predecessor  in  size. 

This  factory  has  in  it  a  steam  boiler,  one  vat  and 
an  engine  of  four-horse-power.  The  power  is  in- 
tended for  the  churning  of  the  milk. 

There  is  also  a  machine  for  separating  the 
cream  from  the  milk  as  it  is  brought  in,  the  skim 
milk  being  made  at  once  into  cheese. 

The  cream  stands  in  a  vat  for  twenty-four  hours, 
is  brought  to  the  proper  temperature  by  cooling  or 
heating,  and  is  dien  churned.  ]Mr.  Hart  has  been 
connected  with  this  enterprise  in  the  town  for  seven 
years,  and  during  this  time  has  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  his  patrons. 

Under  his  wise  and  careful  management  the  busi- 
ness has  been  annually  increasing. 

PUBLIC  AND  PRIV.ATE  SCHOOLS. 

The  history  of  the  public  school  system  in  this 
town  must  necessarily  be  incomplete  for  want  of 
materials. 

The  earliest  buildings  were  plain  log  structures, 
of  nearly  erjual  dimensions.  One  standing  near 
the  site  of  the  old  Lutheran  Church  had  a  flat  roof 
Another  is  described  by  the  oldest  native  resident  of 
the  town  who  attended  the  school  as  being  built  of 
unpeeled  hemlock  logs,  with  a  slanting  roof  made 
'of  bark.  It  was  twenty  feet  square,  and  had  in 
it  three  windows  of  four  lights  each.  The  door 
was  swung  upon  wooden  liinges  and  was  fastened 
by  means  of  a  wooden  lock.  There  was  no  plav- 
ground. 

School  Commissioners  wcreappomted  as  earlvas 
1796,  according  to  law.  They  had  the  entire 
management  of  every  thing  relating  to  the  interests 
of  schools  until  18 13,  when  a  newoflice  was  created, 


called  Inspectors.  Six  persons  were  chosen  to 
this  office,  whose  duty  was  simply  to  inspect  the 
schools  and  examine  teachers. 

In  the  year  1S12  the  assessors  were  apjiointed  as 
School  Commissioners,  to  divide  the  town  into  re,u'- 
ular  school  districts.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
and  the  records  show  that  in  1S13  there  were  twentv- 
one  districts,  which  in  the  }ear  following  were  in- 
creased to  thirty. 

The  instruction  given  in  this  early  period  was 
not  of  a  very  high  order,  and  complaints  were 
frequently  entered  against  the  incompetency  of 
teachers. 

In  1812  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 
"Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  five  hundred  dol- 
lars raised  in  the  town  of  Berne  for  the  use  of  com- 
mon schools  in  said  town,  to  be  appropriated  to 
regular  mens  schools  that  will  bear  the  inspection 
of  a  school  committee." 

Alterations  were  made  in  the  school  districts 
from  time  to  time,  and  new  ones  were  formed  as 
necessity  demanded.  Numerous  appeals  from  indi- 
viduals asking  to  be  transferred  from  one  district  to 
another  were  heard  by  the  School  Commissioners, 
and  invariably  granted. 

Each  district  maintained  a  library  of  its  own,  and 
an  annual  report  was  made  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  books,  their  titles,  and  an  annual  sum  was  con- 
tributed toward  replenishing  these  libraries.  These 
have  now  fallen  into  disuse,  and  the  money  is  used 
for  general  school  purposes. 

In  18 13  but  three  hundred  dollars  were  appro- 
priated to  common  schools,  and  this  sum  was 
divided  between  twenty-one  districts.  In  1S16 
there  were  thirty  districts,  with  1.710  children  of 
school  age.  The  amount  of  money  expended 
during  this  year  was  four  hundred  and  sevent}'- 
four  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  which  is  less 
than  sixteen  dollars  to  each  district  for  the  year. 

The  record  covers  both  the  towns  of  Knox  and 
Berne  until  1822,  when  the  division  was  made 
which  marked  the  interests  as  separate. 

The  following  schedule,  taken  from  the  records, 
will  show  the  condition  of  the  schools  within  the 
time  covered  : 


Library 
Money  _ 


No.  of 

School 

Date. 

Children. 

Money. 

1825..,. 

  997 

S334  25 

■835.... 

 1,302 

430  61 

1843  ■•• 

1,148 

677  40 

1S55.,,. 

  1.397  •■ 

1,436  36 

1868 

  97S 

2,084  29 

1873  ■■• 

  941 

2,241  72 

1 878, 

  969 

2,43'  90 

  Sji 

1,942  10 

Si 69  35 
61  10 
35  43 
33  98 
32  20 
25  76 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  schedule  that  an  ad- 
vance has  not  been  made  in  lliis  department  in  prci- 
portion  to  the  increase  uf  weailh. 

The  condition  of  the  jniblic  schools,  the  incom- 
petency of  the  teachers,  and  the  consequent  low 
grade  of  scholarship,  have  ilriven  many  to  seek  an 
education  elsewhere,  and  induced  tlie  opening  uf 
private  schools. 

The  first  academy  was  organized  in  the  town  in 
1833,  when  there  was  a  great  influx  of  inhabitanls, 
owing  to  the  establishment  of  an  ax  factory  at 
Bcrneville  some  time  previoi;s.  Altliougli  the 
timber  was  bought  and  placed  upon  the  ground 
site,  the  enterprise  was  abandoned  through  the 
failure  of  the  ax  works. 

In  1SS2  a  select  school  was  organized,  with  the 
following  Board  of  Trustees  :  E.  V.  Filkins,  Ksq. , 
President;  Thomas  J.  Wc^od,  George  H.  Reinhart, 
Charles  E.  Deitz,  Peter  S.  Ball  and  YA\sm  Vi. 
Shultes. 

A  room  wa§^  fitted  up  and  furnished  over  the 
store  ofTheodore  Setde. 

This  school  is  still  in  successful  operation,  under 
Elmer  G.  Story,  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University, 
as  principal. 

CHURCHES. 

The  churches  are  named  in  their  order,  begin- 
ning with  the  oldest. 

REFORM  CHURCH  OK  BEAVERDAM. 

This  church  was  organized  in  the  year  1763, 
under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Johannes  Schuyler,  who 
was  then  regularly  settled  over  the  Reformed 
(Dutch)  Church  of  Schoharie,  known  as  the  Stone 
Fort.  The  congregation  was  composed  of  Hol- 
land, Swiss  and  German  settlers,  the  former,  how- 
ever, predominating. 

The  first  consistory  were  :  Elders — Adam  Deitz, 
Jacob  Ball,  Jacol)  Weidman  and  Caspar  Stiner. 
Deacons — Johannes  Deitz,  Caspar  Stiner,  Hendrick 
Ball  and  Roedoli)h  Gasman. 

The  first  church  wasa  smalllog  building,  erected 
about  the  year  1765,  on  wliat  is  now  known  as  the 
Pine  Grove  Cemetery.  Here,  during  the  trying 
times  of  the  Revolution,  the  early  settlers  wor- 
shiped the  God  of  their  fathers.  Through  con- 
stant peril  of  the  Tories  and  Indians,  thev  went  to 
service  on  the  Sabbath,  each  carrying  a  k>aded 
musket  and  ammunition.  These  were  stacked  be- 
fiind  the  door,  which  was  strongly  guarded  bv 
sentinels. 

This  buililing  remained  staiuling  until  the  vear 
1786,  when  it  was  taken  d<.nvn  and  replaced  bv  a 


I  frame  structure,  dedicated  September  17,  178^). 
This  building  had  a  hij)  roof  and  unplaned  and  un- 
painted  boards  twelve  inches  wide.  W'itiiin,  it  vs  as 
ceiled  with  wide  knotty  jiine  timber,  and  had 
galleries  on  three  sides.  The  worshipers,  it  is 
said,  whiled  awa\' the  long  service  in  countinL'  ihe 

I  knots  in  the  timber.  The  building  was  warmed  bv 
a  single  stove  placed  in  front  of  the  pulj^ii.  This 

I  stove  is  still  in  u.se  in  the  West  Berne  church. 

:  This  edifice  remained  standing  until  1S30,  when  it 

!  was  taken  down,  and  the  material  divided  between 

I  the  two  churches  now  forming  the  congregations  of 
Berne  and  Beavenlam. 

Previous  to  the  organization  the  settlers  wor- 
shiped in  Schoharie,  going  there  on  toot  or  riding 
on  horseback,  twenty  in  line,  and  armed.  Thev 

!  followed  an  Indian  foot-path,  which  ran  along  the 
borders  of  the  Foxenkill,  a  distance  of  ten  mile>. 

Among  the  stories  related  is  one  in  reference  i'  ) 
the  intense  habit  of  smoking.  It  is  said  that  it  was 
customary  for  the  members,  men  and  women,  to 
smoke  in  the  church,  both  before  and  after  servii.e, 
and  that  at  times  the  clouds  of  smoke  were  s<j  dense 
that  persons  sitting  on  the  opposite  side  could  be 
distinguished  with  difficulty. 

The  church  was  stricdy  missionary  ground  until 
the  year  18 12.  For  thirteen  years,  or  from  1766 
to  1799,  it  received  the  services  of  Rev.  Johannes 
Schuyler.  From  this  time  until  1785  the  service 
was  maintained  through  missionary  eltort,  when 
Rev.  George  W.  Schneyder,  the  acting  minister  of 
the  church  in  Schoharie,  assumed  charge  and 
maintained  his  connection  unbroken  until  1790. 

For  several  years  after  this  the  records  show  tliat 
service  was  performed,  and  that  infiint  baptism,  the 
distinctive  mark  of  the  early  church,  was  not  neg- 
lected. 

In  1797  Christian  Bork,  a  Hessian  drummer, 
born  in  Prussia,  educated  under  Dr.  Livingston, 
and  a  man  of  great  originality  and  force,  as- 
sumed the  charge,  in  connection  with  his  regular 
fields  of  labor  at  Lawyersville  and  Sharon,  and 
afterward  at  Schodack. 

The  character  of  the  man  and  the  st_\'le  of  his 
j  preaching,  which  was  thoroughly  scriptural,  left 
its  impress  upon  the  minds  (-if  the  congregadon, 
and  was  frequently  remarked  on  in  afier  years  by 
\  the  children.     During  his  ministry  three  persons 
j  were  tiisciplincd  for  partaking  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
\  with  the  [Methodists,  while  others  were  suspended 
j  for  drunkenness,  profanity,  and  for  absenting  them- 
selves from  the  house  of  God.    The  ministry  ot 
Mr.  Bork  practically  closes  the  strictly  missionary 
!  period  of  the  church. 
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The  language  uji  to  this  time  spoken  was  the 
German,  ami  the  jircaclnng  ^vas  in  German. 

The  Weidmans,  ]5alls,  iJeitzs.  h^chultes  and 
Fischers  had  a  marked  influence  upon  the  growdi 
and  prosperity  of  this  churcli  up  to  this  time. 

After  tliis  period,  and  until  1S21,  was  what 
might  be  termed  the  semi-missionary  period  of 
the  church's  life.  Isaac  Labagh  and  others  en- 
gaged in  missionar\-  work  here  until  iSii,  when  a 
call  was  made,  for  the  first  time,  upon  Rev.  David 
Do  Voe,  in  union  with  the  church  oflMiddleburgh. 
He  retained  the  oversight  of  the  congregation  until 
18 16,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  missionaries, 
Isaac  Labagh,  \\'inslow  Paige  and  Isaac  A.  Van 
Plook. 

In  1 82 1  a  call  was  accepted  by  Rev.  Cornelius 
Bogardus.  He  was  the  first  minister  called  who 
lived  within  the  bounds  of  the  congregation,  and 
during  his  ministry  of  four  years  a  solid  founda- 
tion was  laid  fgr  the  future.  A  Sal)bath  school 
was  then  started  for  the  first  time,  and  the  matter 
of  discipline,  long  neglected,  was  rigorously  en- 
forced. j\Iany  were  suspended  and  some  excom- 
municated for  drunkenness  and  immorality. 

The  consistory  were  appointed  as  watchmen 
throughout  the  congregation,  in  tracing  evil  re- 
ports to  their  origin  and  arresting  them.  One 
member  was  questioned  as  to  pleasure  riding  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  as  to  whether  he  attended  a  ball 
and  had  dancing  in  his  house. 

The  church  f.irm  during  this  period  was  greath' 
improved,  '!ind  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
erect  a  suitable  building  uijon  it  for  a  parsonage. 
Rev.  Mr.  Bogardus  was  dismissed,  June  27,  1825. 

Rev.  Robert  J.  Blair,  sent  by  the  Domestic  :\Iis- 
sionary  Board,  then  served  the  church  for  three 
months. 

A  call  made  to  Rev.  J.  H.  Van  AVagenen,  June 
30,  1826,  was  accepted,  and  he  was  ordained  and 
installed  on  August  29  of  the  same  year. 

A  new  parsonage  and  also  a  barn  were  erected 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  pastor,  and  fifty  to 
one  hundred  apple  and  other  trees  were  planted  on 
the  church  farm. 

The  relation  between  him  and  this  church  was 
dissolved,  June  30,  1831,  and  he  went  to  the 
important  churches  of  Niskayuna  and  Amity. 

His  ministry  was  very  fruitful  in  results,  die 
principal  object  secured  being  the  erection  of  the 
two  churches,  which  ^,tilI  .--tand  as  the  memorials  of 
his  untiring  zeal. 

These  he  intended  in  time  should  become  separ- 
ate and  independent,  a  result  which  has  not  as  yet 
been  accomplished. 


His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Abm.  II.  !\Iyers, 
who  was  installed  in  the  new  church  of  Berneville, 
November  30,  iS j  i. 

The  opening  of  his  ministry  was  inaugurated  by 
a  four  days'  meeting,  held  successively  in  the  two 
churches  of  which  he  was  the  pastor. 

At  this  period  a  resolution  was  passed,  dispos- 
ing of  the  old  German  Bible,  used  from  the  earliest 
history  of  the  organization,  and  with  the  proceeds 
purchasing  an  English  Bible  and  Psalm  Book  for  the 
Western  Church,  now  the  church  of  West  Berne. 

At  this  time  there  were  seven  Sabbath  schools  in 
operation,  two  tract  societies,  a  female  missionary 
society,  and  a  temperance  society  numbering  four 
hundred  members.  Joseph  Knieskem  (received 
into  the  church  during  this  ministry),  Joseph  P. 
Bradley  and  Jacob  I.  Warner  M  ere  preparing  under 
the  dominie  lor  Rutgers  College,  and  with  a  view  of 
entering  the  ministry  ;  Benjamin  Bassler  was  in 
the  Theological  Seminary  and  Elihu  Doty  in 
Rutgers  College.  The  bell  in  the  steeple  of  the 
Berne  church  was  piurchased  at  this  time. 

The  two  churches  were  now  separated  under 
the  following  consistories:  Berne — J-",lders — Jacob 
Setde,  Frederick  Bassler,  Jr.,  John  PI.  Ball  and 
John  Bell.  Deacons — Peter  Ball,  Thomas  J.  Hayes, 
Gerardus  G.  ]Merselis  and  Christian  P.  Zeh. 
Beaverdam — Elders  —  Jacob  Knieskem,  Peter 
Schoomaker,  Jacob  Salsberg  and  Christian  J. 
Haverly.  Deacons — John  I.  Bogardus,  Johan  Jost 
Haverly,  Matthias  ]\I.  Schultesand  Peter  Morenus. 
These  consistories  were  ti  >  hold  the  larm  in  common. 

Rev.  Mr.  ]\Iyers  closed  his  ministry  in  October, 
1835,  and  went  to  the  more  important  church  of 
Belleville,  New  Jersey. 

The  Rev.  R.  D.  Van  Kleek  succeeded  to  this 
field  in  1S36.  The  consistory  of  the  Beaverdam 
Church  being  unwilling  to  unite  in  the  call,  the 
first  yea"  was  spent  between  first  and  second  Berne. 
At  the  end  of  this  year  Beaverdam  made  overtures 
to  unite  in  the  call,  which  were  accepted,  and  tlie 
pastoral  relation  between  these  churches  and  Rev. 
]Mr.  Van  Kleek  was  unbroken  until  August,  1843. 
His  ministry  was,  indeed,  a  stormy  one,  and  much 
time  was  consumed  in  the  settlement  of  church 
trials,  and  in  disposing  of  immoral  and  ungodly 
oftenders  against  the  order  and  j  icace  of  the  society. 

The  church  records  reveal  the  ability  and  prompt- 
ness of  the  man,  who  was  a  thorough  ecclesiastical 
lawyer.  Cases  of  drunkenness,  profanity,  fornica- 
tion, Sabbath  breaking  and  neglect  of  church  or- 
dinances were  adjudicated,  and  the  ofTcntlcrs  dealt 
with  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
society. 
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He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William  Dcmarest, 
wlio  cntcretl  upon  his  duties  in  the  spring  of  1S46. 
Under  liis  ministry  the  churches  and  parsonage 
were  repaired  and  painted,  and  a  bell  was  secured 
for  the  West  Berne  Church.  Mis  ministry  closed 
January  i,  1S50. 

After  him  came  Rev.  lulwin  Vedder,  who  com- 
menced his  labors  April  i,  1S51,  and  closed  them 
April  I,  1S55.  The  only  thing  of  importance  within 
this  period  was  the  constructing  of  a  plank  road 
through  the  church  firm. 

The  Rev.  John  C.  Van  Liew  was  afterward  called, 
on  a  salary  ofsix  hundred  dollars,  house  and  lot  and 
firewood,  together  with  an  annual  vacation  of  three 
Sabbaths.  He  entered  upon  his  official  work, 
October  i,  1856,  and  was  installed  in  the  churcli 
of  Beaverdain  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  that  month 
and  year.  On  January  i,  1857,  the  parsonage  in 
Berneville  was  purchased,  Berne  paying  twelve 
hundred  dollars  and  Beaverdam  three  hundred 
dollars  of  the  sum  total.  The  original  purchasers 
were  regarded  as  owners  and  stockholders  of  the 
property,  to  receive  their  proportionate  shares  in 
case  it  was  afterward  sold. 

In  the  spring  of  1859  l^he  lot  lying  west  and 
north  of  the  school-house  was  sold  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  which  was  applied  toward  liqui- 
dating the  debt  on  the  balance  of  the  property. 

The  relation  between  the  Rev.  'Sir.  Van  Liew  and 
these  churches  terminated  in  May,  i860. 

In  the  f.ill  of  the  year  i860  Rev.  Edward  Miller 
assumed  charge.  He  was  ordained  and  installed 
in  the  church  of  Berne,  September  18,  i860.  His 
ministry  extended  over  a  period  of  eleven  years 
and  six  months,  during  which  time  the  clmrches 
grew  and  prospered. 

The  church  of  Beaverdam  was  repaired  at  a  cost 
of  over  a  thousand  dollars,  and  there  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  its  consistory  certain  legacies  from 
Jacob  Salsberg  and  Isaac  PI.  Watson,  for  the  main- 
tenance and  support  of  the  gospel. 

In  the  year  1865  a  powerful  revival  of  religion 
was  experienced  in  the  church  of  Berne,  which 
added  over  sixty  members  to  its  membership. 

The  relation  between  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miller  and 
the^e  churches  was  sundered  in  the  spring  of  1S72. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  Doig-,  accepted 
a  call  to  these  churches  in  September,  1S72,  and 
entered  upon  his  duties  November  i  of  the  same 
year.  The  ordination  and  installation  were  held  in 
the  Berne  church,  December  9,  1872. 

Within  the  period  of  his  ininistr\-  one  hundred 
and  ninety  persons  have  been  received  into  church 
fellowship;  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 


nine  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents  have  been  ex- 

])ended  for  congregational  purposes,  and  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  for  benevolence. 

The  churches  own  a  parsonage,  and  also  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Within  the  period  of  their  existence  the  follow- 
ing persons  have  gone  forth  from  these  churches: 
Revs.  Paul  Weidman,  Benjamin  Basslcr,  Klihu 
Doty,  Joseph  Knieskem,  Thomas  L.  Shafer  anci 
James  E.  Graham. 

Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  one  of  the  associate 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  Jacob  I.  Warner.  Esq.,  have  gone  out 
from  us. 

The  membership  of  these  united  churches  is  at 
present  two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  officers  are: 
Berne — Elders — Elias  Bassler,  Jacob  ^^liner  Hoch- 
strasser,  Thomas  J.  ^^'ood  and  Esli  Whipple. 
Deacons — Paul  Weidman,  Jacob  Hilton,  Lester 
Luckey  and  William  M.  Reinhart.  Beaverdam, 
Elders — John  E.  Allen,  James  S.  Ha_\s,  Zadok  B. 
Schoonmaker  and  John  C.  Kniskern.  Deacons — 
George  A.  Scrafiord,  Jacob  P.  Bradt.  Adarn  West- 
f.rll  and  fohn  W.  Adams. 

LLTHERAN  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  about  the  \-ear  i  790. 
A  church  building  was  erected  soon  after  on  a  farm 
situated  midway  between  the  villages  of  Berne  and 
East  Berne,  and  deeded  to  the  congregation  b\' 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  patroon,  in  1797. 

It  was  a  plain  frame  structure,  40  x  50  feet  in 
size,  consisting  of  unplaned  and  unpainted  j)ine 
siding,  and  with  galleries  on  three  sides.  The 
original  trustees  of  the  church  propertv  were 
Christian  Zeh,  Frederick  Wormer  and  Christian 
Zandt. 

The  congregation  comprised  families  of  German 
descent,  who  had  emigrated  from  the  Fatherland, 
carrying  with  them  the  seeds  of  the  ref  )rmatirin 
and  the  memory  ofMartin  Luther. 

The  language  written  and  spoken  was  princi- 
pally the  (German,  and  the  records  were  kept  in  this 
language,  and  the  preaching  delivered  in  it  until 
the  year  1802,  when  it  was  superseded  by  the 
Eno:lish. 

The  early  history  of  the  clmrch  was  purel_\-  mis- 
sionary. There  was  no  settled  pa>tor  over  the 
field,  and  the  exercise  of  pastoral  care  was  broken 
by  intervals  of  inaction. 

The  Communion  seasons,  however,  were  uni- 
lormly  observeil,  and  the  ordinance  of  intant 
baptism  strictlv  adhered  to. 
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The  first  missionary  pastor  over  this  cliurch  was 
the  Rev.  August  Frederick  Meier,  President  of  tlie 
German  Lutheran  Ministerium  in  Ncirth  America. 
He  appears  to  have  exercised  the  duties  of  his 
ofiice  here  in  connection  with  other  fields  of  laljor 
until  the  year  1S04. 

In  the  year  1S06  the  Rev.  August  Wackerhagen 
took  the  oversight  of  this  field  in  connection  witii 
the  churches  of  Schoharie  and  Cobleskill,  of  whicH 
he  was  the  regular  pastor.  It  is  seen  from  the 
records  that  only  about  one-third  of  his  time  was 
spent  here,  and  that  his  relation  with  the  cliurch 
was  maintained  to  181 3. 

For  a  period  of  three  years  thereafter  Rev.  II. 
Moeller  acted  as  the  missionary  pastor. 

At  the  close  of  this  period  the  Rev.  L.  ]\Ierkel 
assumed  charge,  devoting  one-third  of  his  time  to 
preaching  and  the  exercise  of  pastoral  care. 

He  maintained  his  connection  with  the  church 
until  1S27,  preaching  at  Middleburgli,  Schoharie, 
Cobleskill  and  Berne. 

His  ministry  was  laithful  and  effective,  and  under 
it  the  church  grew  in  strength  and  usefulness. 

In  the  year  1S2S  this  church  and  the  church  in 
Guilderland  were  united,  and  a  call  was  extended  to 
the  Rev.  Adam  Crounse,  a  young  man  fresh  from 
the  theological  department  of  Hartwick  Seminarv. 
He  accepted  the  call  and  at  once  entered  upon  his 
work.  His  ministry  embraced  a  period  of  nine- 
teen years,  and  was  the  most  fruitful  of  any  in  the 
history  of  the  congregation. 

Under  his  faithful  administration  the  present  sub- 
stantial brick  edifice  was  constructed  and  dedicated 
to  the  Triune  God,  ?^Iay  13,  1836. 

At  the  time  of  dedication  the  following  were 
trustees  and  officers  of  the  church:  Trustees — Peter 
Sand,  Christopher  Engle  and  Johannes  Shafer. 
Elders — John  Rossiter.  James  Leggctt  and  Fred- 
erick Joslin.  Deacons — Christopher  Warner,  Alex- 
ander Crounse,  Henry  Zeh  and  Peter  C.  Sand. 

This  church  edifice  will  long  preserve  the 
memorial  of  the  man  who  had  so  long  and  so  well 
served  the  congregation;  a  man  not  gifted  in  the 
learning  of  the  schools,  but  sincerely  earnest,  pious 
and  loveable  as  a  minister  of  God. 
•  After  the  long  and  eventful  pastorate  above  men- 
tioned, which  continued  until  1S36,  Rev.  S.  Curtis 
was  called  and  sustained  his  relations  with  the 
church  fur  a  period  of  nearly  four  years. 

The  prominent  feature  of  his  ministry  was  the  se- 
curingof  the  parsonage  house  and  lot  now  owned 
by  the  congregation. 

In  the  spring  of  1850  the  Rev.  Lambert  Swack- 
hammer  was  regularly  called  to  lake  the  spiritual 


oversight  of  the  church.  During  the  period  of  five 
years  in  which  he  was  pastor  there  were  several 
res  ivals  of  religion,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
persons  were  received  into  church  fellowship. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  i^^d,  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Ludden 
assumed  the  pastoral  care  of  this  church,  and  ex- 
ercised the  duties  of  his  office  for  a  period  of 
eleven  years. 

During  his  ministrv  the  congregation  was  great- 
ly developed  by  faithful  pastoral  work  and  the 
earnest  preaching  of  the  word.  I'he  membership 
M-as  increased  by  the  addition  to  it  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-se\x-n  persons,  many  of  whom  are 
xvow  li\iiig  to  testify  to  the  zeal  and  earnestness  of 
this  man  of  God. 

The  spirit  of  liberality  was  also  greatly  pro- 
moted, antl  such  other  work  done  as  to  secure  the 
permanence  and  independence  of  this  organization. 

On  November  i,  1867,  the  Rev.  James  Letler 
was  called.  For  over  seven  years  he  labored  with 
great  fidelity  and  earnestness. 

He  was  a  man  of  marked  ability  and  clearness 
of  expression,  and  fearless  in  the  enunciation  of 
the  truth. 

During  his  ministry  a  separate  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  East  Berne,  and  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  God,  August  28,  1872.  The  wisdom 
and  foresight  of  this  man  of  God  are  being  more 
and  more  realized,  in  the  planting  of  this  church 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  congregation,  to  meet  the 
growing  demand  of  the  people  for  church  privileges. 

The  trustees  of  this  church  (named  St.  Johns) 
are  Jacob  Osterhout,  Christopher  Warner  and 
Sanford  Hilton. 

In  December,  1876,  a  call  was  made  upon  the 
Rev.  J.  R.  Shofner.  which  was  accepted. 

His  ministry  was  inaugurated  by  a  series  of 
religious  services,  continued  for  several  weeks  antl 
resulting  in  the  addition  of  nearly  one  hundred  to 
the  working  forces  of  the  church. 

Aside  from  this,  a  spirit  of  benevolence  was 
largely  awakened  by  him.  and  extensive  and  much- 
needed  improvements  were  made,  both  to  the 
church  and  parsonage.  His  ministry  lasted  fur 
six  years. 

The  present  pastor.  Rev.  Chauncey  Diefendorf, 
entered  upon  his  labors  as  pastor  of  this  church 
in  September,  18S3. 

Within  this  period  he  has  succeeded  in  clearing 
otT  a  burdensome  debt  and  in  harmonizing  ilis- 
cordant  elements  in  the  congregation. 

T\\o  churches  ha\e  grown  out  of  this  church, 
viz.,  St.  Johns,  at  East  Berne,  and  the  Lutheran 
I  Church  of  Gallupville. 
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Two  ministers  Iiave  gone  out  from  it,  viz.,  Revs. 
Levi  Schell  and  Augustus  Shultcs. 

The  cluircli  owns  a  substantial  parsonage,  and 
lias  no  indebtedness. 

The  following  arc  the  trustees  and  otTicers  : 
Trustees — David  Ball  and  Peter  Schoonmaker. 
Elders— Alexander  Crounse,  William  Zeh,  Jacob 
Allen  and  Charles  E.  Deitz.  Deacons — Isaac 
Hungerford,  Egbert  S.  Wright,  Uriah  G.  Davis 
and  Nicholas  P.  Sheldon.  The  membership  is 
about  two  hundred. 

SECOND  REFORMED  CHURCH   OF  BERNE. 

This  church  -was  organized  March  15,  1826, 
at  the  house  of  Daniel  Secor,  by  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Classis  of  Albany,  of  which  the 
Rev.  Robert  J.  Blair  was  chairman. 

The  meeting  was  conducted  in  due  form,  a 
sermon  being  preached  from  IMark  i,  14,  15. 

Twenty-three  members  were  received  bv  certifi- 
cate from  the  Reformed  Church  of  New  Salem, 
after  which  the  following  officers  were  ordained: 
Elders — Jacobus  Van  Deusen  and  John  F.  Shafer. 
Deacons — Cornelius  Secor  and  Peter  B.  Winne. 
Two  children  were  also  baptized. 

The  early  history  of  the  church  was  strictly  a 
missionary  one.  The  record  mentions  the  names 
of  Revs.  Robt.  J.  Blair,  Thomas  Haliday,  Abram 
Fort  and  Peter  Stryker,  men  of  marked  character 
and  influence  in  those  early  da^-s.  The  first 
minister  regularly  called  was  the  Re\-.  Jacob  R. 
Van  Arsdale,  who  served  the  church  with  accept- 
ance for  a  year  and  a  half 

In  the  year  1838  the  church  was  supplied  by 
the  Rev.  Hart  E.  Waring,  and  under  his  ministry 
forty-one  were  received  into  fellowship,  among 
them  Jacob  West,  now  a  prominent  minister  of 
the  gospel. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  William 
Sigsbee,  in  the  town  of  New  Scotland,  a  resolution 
was  passed  by  the  joint  consistories,  uniting  to- 
gether the  churches  of  second  Berne  and  Onisque- 
thaw. 

The  churches  thus  combined  accepted  for  two 
years  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Slaats  Van  Santvoord. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1841  this  connection 
was  broken  and  a  union  made  with  the  Presbvte- 
rian  Church  of  Kno.K. 

A  joint  call  was  made  upon  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Knieskern,  who  served  them  with  great  acceptance 
for  a  period  of  four  years. 

From  1845  '^'^  1868  the  church  depended  upon 
services  rendered  by  ministers  in  neighboring  con- 
gregations, and  by  wa}-  of  supply.    Among  these 


were  Revs.  George  G.  Sill,  Jasper  ]\Iiddlemas, 
Staats  Van  Santvoord  and  James  (I.  Cordell. 

In  1868  a  call  was  accepted  by  Rev.  \\'illiam 
II.  Ballagh,  v.ho  was  duly  installed  Sepiember  3 
of  that  year. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ballagh  remained  here  for  nine  years, 
and  left  behind  him  the  marks  of  a  faithful  and 
eftc'Clive  ministry. 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  George  M. 
D.  Slricum,  who  remained  five  years. 

Under  his  ministry  there  were  several  re\  i\'als  of 
religion,  which  greatly  quickened  the  life  of  the 
church. 

The  church  is  locally  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Secor  Church,  from  not  only  having  been  organized 
in  the  house  of  Daniel  Secor,  but  from  the  number 
of  people  of  that  name  within  its  bounds. 

The  church  has  sent  forth  into  the  ministry  Rev. 
Jacob  West,  D.  D.,  now  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  SOUTH  BERXE. 

This  church  was  organized  about  the  year  1812, 
as  the  result  of  conversions  made  in  the  camp- 
meetings  held  in  Wright's  Grove. 

Rev.  Mr.  Stead  was  the  first  minister,  and  sup- 
plied this  church  in  connection  with  the  one  at 
Rensselaerville.  It  was  at  that  time  the  only 
church  in  that  section,  and  had  a  large  member- 
ship. 

The  first  church  edifice  stood  a  little  south  of 
Zeh's  grist-mill,  and  was  used  until  1S70,  when 
a  new  building  was  erected  on  the  present  site. 
The  present  membership  is  twenty-two.  The 
church  owns  no-  parsonage  and  has  service  but 
once  in  two  weeks. 

METHODIST  EPISCOrAL  CHURCH,  REIDSVILLE. 

This  organization  was  effected  in  the  year  1S30 
by  the  Rev.  Rosman  Kelly. 

At  that  time  James  Anderson  was  the  class 
leader  and  the  principal  promoter  of  the  church's 
interests.  The  present  church  edifice  was  erected 
in  the  year  1S41.  It  is  supplied  at  present,  fr^  )ni 
Rensselaerville,  by  the  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Morgan. 

The  membership  is  eighteen,  and  the  properly  is 
estimated  at  twenty-two  hundred  dollars. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  BERNEVILLE. 

This  church  ^^"as  organized  July  11,  1845,  and 
the  present  edifice  was  erected  soon  after.  .\t  the 
election  of  trustees,  on  the  above  date,  the  Rev.  ('. 
C.  Gilbert  presided,  and  the  following  persons  were 
chosen  to  this  office ;  Thomas  Miller,  Datus  E. 
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Tyler,  Oscar  Tyler,  George  Possing,  Franklin 
Smith  and  Abran^  Bali. 

H.  K.  Willard,  M.  D.,  and  Abrani  Ball  were  for 
many  years  the  most  active  promoters  of  the 
church,  and  acted  alternately  as  president  and  sec- 
retary of  the  society  until  1862. 

After  this  period  Henry  Fairlee  served  for  many 
years  as  class  leader,  president  and  sexton,  and 
only  laid  olT  his  armor  at  death. 

Since  then  the  society  has  been  maintained 
through  the  j)ersistent  and  unwearied  efforts  of 
George  E.  Shultes,  its  class  leader. 

This  church,  until  iSSi,  was  dependent  upon 
Knox  for  its  supply,  but  since  then  has  been  inde- 
pendent. The  present  membership  is  about  twen- 
ty-four, and  the  value  of  the  property  is  fifteen 
hundred  dollars. 

FIRST  CIIRtSTIAN  CHL'RCH. 

This  church  is  located  at  Rcidsville.  The  organ- 
ization was  eflected  December  26,  182 1,  through 
the  labors  of  Elders  Levi  Hathaway  and  John  P. 
Teats,  and  consisted  of  fifteen  members. 

In  1823  there  was  a  revival  of  religi(,;n  under 
Elders  Daniel  Call  and  Benjamin  Howard,  and 
forty-nine  added  to  the  roll. 

Soon  after  this,  however,  disaffection  arose  in 
the  congregation,  and  as  there  was  no  pastor  to 
unite  them  and  no  stated  service,  some  renounced 
their  obligations,  while  others  united  with  other 
churches. 

The  few  that  remained  faithful  succeeded  in 
maintaining  the  organization.  In  1828  Elder 
Stephen  Hitchcock  was  called  and  supplied  them 
occasionally  until  1832,  when  a  revival  occurred, 
which  resulted  in  the  addition  to  the  church  of 
thirty-seven. 

The  present  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1833, 
and  dedicated  in  the  month  of  November,  when  a 
sermon  was  preached  by  Elder  Hathawav. 

On  August  31,  1834,  service  was  held  for  the 
first  time  in  the  new  church,  the  occasion  being 
the  ordination  and  installation  of  Elder  Lewis 
Taylor.  He  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Elder  Stephen  Hitchcock,  who  served 
the  church  until  1838. 

After  eighteen  months  of  service  by  Ekier  Amasa 
Stanton,  a  call  was  made  upun  Kldcr  James  Conk- 
ling,  Jr.,  whose  work  was  cut  sliort  by  his  death, 
on  April  7,  1 84 1. 

Under  his  ministry,  there  was  a  r^.vival  of  much 
interest  and  power,  which  resulted  in  an  addition 
of  sixty-four  to  the  membership  of  the  church. 
On  i\Iay   i,    184 1,  a  call  was  made  upon  Elder 


Richard  Mosicr,  who  labored  with  great  fidelity 
for  a  period  of  five  years. 

In  the  first  year  of  his  ministry  the  following 
was  adopted  :  "Resolved,  That  upon  examinatiDii 
of  the  former  records  of  the  church,  we  find  a 
manifest  discrepancy,  and  deem  it  necessary  to 
form  a  new  church  record,  containing  the  impor- 
tant items  of  the  history  of  the  church,  and  al.so 
the  names  of  all  the  members  in  good  and  regular 
standing,  who  are  following  peace  ami  holiness 
with  all  nicn,  and  who  are  willing  to  renounce  all 
human  creeds  and  party  names  ;  and  we  do  here- 
by renounce  them,  and  receive  the  name  of  Chris- 
tian as  our  only  name,  and  the  Holy  Scriptures  as 
our  only  written  rule  ijf  fxith  and  practice  ;  and 
we  do  hereby  renew  our  covenant  with  God  and 
our  brethren  to  forget  the  things  that  are  behind 
and  live  in  love  anil  peace,  that  the  God  of  peace 
may  be  with  us.'"  To  this  confession  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six  members  subscribed  their 
names. 

In  ]May,  1S46,  Elder  Jedediah  Parker  accepted 
a  call,  and  the  relation  was  sustained  until  February 
24,  1850. 

For  two  }'ears  thereafter  this  church  was  ser\'ed 
successively  by  Elders  Philip  Couchman  and 
Calvin  Southwick. 

In  April,  1856,  Elder  David  P.  Warner  assumed 
the  pastoral  charge,  and  labored  with  great  fidelity 
and  earnestness  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years. 

Under  his  administration  the  work  of  the  church 
was  greatly  promoted.  He  was  the  trusted  friend 
and  counselor  of  the  poor  and  suffering,  and  the 
generation  that  grew  up  under  his  teachings  rever- 
enced and  loved  him  as  a  father. 

He  was  recalled  in  iSSi,  and  retired  afier  a 
service  c  f  two  more  years. 

The  following  have  served  as  pastors  since  then  : 
Elders  Leonard  Thorne,  1S73-1876;  R.  Fenton, 
1876-1877;  D.  :M.  Fuller,  1S77-1879;  NeKon 
Putnam,  1S79-18S0  ;  Henry  Crampton,  18S0- 
18S1  ;  and  J.  Austin  Mace,  1883-1885. 

The  olficers  are :  Deacons  John  W'eidman, 
John  Castle  and  Jacob  H.  Moak.  The  present 
membership  is  eighty-six,  and  the  value  of  the 
property  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

SECOXD  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

This  organization  was  formed  September  13, 
1836,  through  the  labors  of  Elder  A.  L.  Taylor. 

Meetings  were  first  held  in  the  school-houses, 
but  the  present  church  edifice  was  erected  soon 
atter  the  organization  was  effected  and  was  dedicat- 
ed October  15,  1836. 
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The  church  is  located  in  the  extreme  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  town,  in  what  is  l^nown  as  Hunters- 
land,  and  affords  the  only  cliurch  privileges  for 
miles  around.  The  growth  of  the  enterprise  has 
been  gradual,  the  present  membership  reaching 
one  hundred  and  forty. 

The  following  have  served  the  church  as  pastors  : 
Elders  L.  A.  Taylor,  Stephen  Ilitchcijck,  A.  J. 
Stanton,  James  Conklin,  R.  Mosliier,  f.  Packard, 
George  St  revel  1,  joel  Gallup,  H.  ErDwn,  L.  ColTin, 
A.  Damon,  Philip  Couchman,  R.  V>.  Eldridge  and 
D.  M.  TuUer. 

The  present  past^ir,  I'.lder  D.  P.  Warner,  is  now 
serving  the  church  for  the  second  time.  His  entire 
ministry  here  covers  a  period  of  nine  years,  which 
is  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  church.  The 
deacons  at  present  are  Georg;  Turner  and  Elijah 
Crippen.  Men  prominently  connected  with  its 
past  history  are  Leonard  Alverson,  Aaron  Decker, 
Isaac  Denison,  Daniel  Tallman  and  Jonathan 
Tallman.  The  church  has  a  parsonage,  and  the 
entire  property  is  valued  at  five  thousand  dollars. 

CHRISTI.W  CHURCH,  SOUTH  BERNE. 

This  church  was  organized  in  the  Friends' 
meeting  house,  a  little  east  of  the  village,  on  Feb- 
ruary 1 6,  1854,  with  twenty-four  members,  and 
while  under  the  ministry  of  I^Ider  Cal\  in  South- 
wick. 

After  the  resignation  of  ]Mr.  Southwick,  the 
church  was  supplied  for  six  months  by  Elder  Joel 
Gallup. 

In  the  year  1855  the  old  store  north  of  the  pres- 
ent building,  owned  by  James  Cornell,  was  pur- 
chased by  four  members  of  the  church. 

Service  was  held  in  this  building  until  the  erec- 
tion of  the  present  church  edifice  in  1S64. 

Elder  D.  P.  Warner  was  chosen  pastor  in  the 
'  spring  of  1856,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  on 
August  24  of  the  same  year. 

He  served  the  church  with  acceptance  for  a 
period  of  thirteen  years.  Under  his  ministry  the 
society  enjoyed  an  unusual  degree  of  prosperitv. 
Seventy  persons  were  added  to  its  communion,  and 
the  present  church  edifice  was  built. 

After  an  absence  of  ten  years  he  was  recalled, 
and  served  as  pastor  for  three  years. 

The  church  has  also  had  the  folluwing  pastors  : 
Elders  Philij)  Couchman,  1S69-1873  ;  L.  ^Moore. 
1873-1S74;  R.  B.  Eldridge,  1874-1875  ;  D.  M. 
Taller,  1875-1878,  and  J.  Austin  Mace,  1883- 
18S5.  Henry  Moak.  Andrew  Onderdonk  and 
Albert  Miller  have  acted  as  trustees  for  several  years. 
The  present  membership  is  eighty-two,  and  the 


property  is  valued  at  three  thousand  dollars. 
Within  the  past  few  years  tlic  church  has  been 
weakened  through  the  loss  of  many  of  its  intlucniial 
members. 

INDL\N  HISTORY. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  country  there  were 
many  Tories  who  were  prolessedly  subjects  of  the 
British  Government.  These  joined  with  them  the 
Indians,  who  were  the  original  owners  of  the  soil, 
against  the  struggling  patriots. 

Stockades  were  established  at  different  points  in 
the  town  as  a  means  of  defense.  These  were 
invariably  resorted  to  at  night,  when  men,  women 
and  children  left  their  homes,  to  seek  slielter  and 
to  combine  their  forces  against  the  surprise  of  the 
enemy. 

One  of  these  stockades  was  erected  near  the 
house  of  Petrus  Weidman,  now  in  the  village  of 
Berne,  and  owned  and  occupied  by  Jacoi>  P. 
^\'arner.  Another  stood  upon  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Adam  I.  Deitz  in  the  valley  of  the  Switzkill. 

This  town  la}"s  claim  to  a  fact  unique  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  county,  viz.,  that  of  the  massacre  of  the 
Deitz  family  in  17S0,  when  the  entire  ridge  formed 
part  of  the  West  District,  of  which  the  Hudson 
River  was  the  separating  line. 

The  massacre  occurred  on  what  is  now  the  farm 
of  James  S.  Hays,  at  a  spot  near  his  barn,  which 
may  still  be  pointed  out.  The  apple  tree  to  which 
the  victims  were  tied  has  long  since  succumbed  to 
the  ravages  of  time,  but  a  shoot  from  this  tree  was 
in  existence  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  was 
taken  down  in  a  state  of  decay. 

The  Beaverdam,  now  the  village  of  Berne,  is 
mentioned  as  being  then  an  old,  settled  place.  The 
grist-mill  of  Jacob  Weidman  seems  then  to  have 
been  the  only  mill  to  which  the  inhabitants  re- 
sorted, and  was  about  five  miles  from  the  scene  of 
this  massacre. 

Johannes  Deitz  was  an  old  man,  and  an  ardent 
patriot  in  the  cause  of  independence.  His  familv 
consisted  of  himself  and  wife,  his  son  and  his  son's 
wife,  together  with  four  young  children,  and  a  lad 
by  the  name  of  John  Brice. 

The  Brice  family,  living  at  Rensselaerville,  sent 
their  younger  son  Robert  to  the  Beaverdam  with  a 
grist.  W'itii  him  were  several  otiier  Luis  bound  on 
the  same  errand.  They  reached  the  jihu  e.  ohlainod 
their  grist,  but  as  it  was  toward  evening  all  the 
lads,  except  young  Brice.  determined  to  spend  the 
night  with  the  miller. 

The  farm  of  Johannes  Deitz  lay  midway  between 
this  mill  and  his  own  home,  so  he  proposed  to  stop 
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at  this  half-way  house  and  enjoy  the  society  of  his 
elder  brother. 

It  was  nearly  dusk  ;  the  sun  had  already  set  be- 
hind the  rugged  hills,  when  he  reached  the  gale 
which  opened  into  the  lane  leading  to  the  home  of 
Mr.  Deitz. 

Suddenly  an  Indian  sprang  up  from  a  covert  of 
logs  near  the  roadside,  seized  the  bridle  and  led 
the  frightened  youth  directly  toward  the  house. 

In  passing  the  barn,  the  beginning  of  the  dread- 
ful scene  flashed  upon  his  mind,  as  he  beheld  the 
prostrate  form  of  the  elder  Deitz  weltering  in  his 
blood. 

But  this  was  not  all.    Between  the  barn  and  the 
house,  which  were  on  a  direct  line  with  each  other,  ! 
were  the  mutilated  bodies  of  the  wife  and  son's 
wife,  four  lovely  cliildren  and  a  servant  girl. 

The  Indians,  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  were 
busily  engaged  in  the  work  of  plundering  the 
house  of  iis  provision  and  clothing. 

They  had  made  prisoners  of  Captain  William 
Deitz,  the  son  of  the  elder  Deitz,  and  also  of  John 
Brice,  who  were  tied  tij  the  apple  tree  near  by. 

Having  finished  their  work  of  blood,  they  set  fire 
to  the  house  and  barn,  and  then  started  with  their 
horses,  baggage  and  prisoners  along  a  well-known 
path  leading  in  the  direction  of  what  is  now  Rens- 
selaerville. 

They  encamped  during  the  first  night  of  their 
journey  within  a  mile  of  the  Brice  mansion,  where 
the  parents  of  the  two  young  lads  were  at  that 
moment  slumbering,  unconscious  of  the  terrible 
fate  that  had  befallen  their  sons. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  dav  they  con- 
tinued their  march  toward  Potters  Hollow  and  Oak 
Hill;  thence  toward  Middleburgh,  Breakabeen, 
Harpersfield,  and  so  on  through  the  valley  of  the 
Susquehanna,  till  they  reached  their  destination  in 
Canada. 

The  party  were  frequently  surprised  along  the 
way,  news  having  reached  the  garrison  at  Schoha- 
rie of  the  bloody  murder  and  robbery.  The  In- 
dian routes  and  foot-paths  being  well  known, 
scouting  parties  were  sent  out  in  all  directions  to 
overtake  and  capture  them  if  possible. 

At  a  point  near  Middlcburgh,  in  an  old  tield,  in 
which  there  was  a  dilapidated  and  deserted  house,  ; 
they  were  so  hotly  pursued  as  to  be  compelled  to  I 
abandon  their  horses  and  plunder.  Here  several  of  j 
the  Indians  were  wounded  bv  the  firing  of  the  scout-  ! 
ing  party.  | 

The  prisoirers,  however,  were  carried  off  through 
the  cover  of  night,  which   had  fallen   upon    the  j 
scene. 


Along  the  route  they  were  forced  to  live  upon 
roots  and  berries  and  the  wild  game  which  could 
be  taken  on  the  way.  At  times  the  jiartv  was 
greatly  straitened  for  food,  and  at  one  point  the 
killing  of  a  deer  providentially  saved  them  from 
starvation. 

Their  sufierings  were  beyond  description.  At 
the  Indian  villages  through  which  they  passed  thev 
were  compellctl  to  run  the  gauntlet.  Capt.  Deitz 
endured  the  severest  mental  agony.  Besides  the 
sufferings  of  the  gauntlet,  he  was  doomed  to  look 
upon  the  scalps  of  his  honored  parents,  and  those 
of  his  wife  and  children. 

The  fatigue  of  the  journey,  the  constant  burden 
of  his  losses  and  the  wrongs  which  he  suffered  so 
told  upon  his  naturally  strong  constitution  that  he 
gradually  pined  away,  and  died  heart-broken,  while 
in  confinement  at  Niagara. 

The  two  Brice  boys  returned  home  after  an  ab- 
sence of  three  years,  and  the  younger  of  the  two, 
advanced  in  life,  died  at  New  Scotlantl,  not  many 
years  ago. 

The  bodies  of  the  massacred  family  were  buried 
in  one  grave,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  line  wall  of 
the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  and  on  a  line  with  the 
site  of  the  old  Log  Church. 

Lieut.  Johan  Jost  Deitz,  a  relative  of  tlie  family, 
was  sent  from  the  lower  fort  for  this  purpose. 

Until  within  a  few  years  there  were  the  remains 
of  an  Indian  oven,  built  of  limestone,  nut  far  from 
the  scene  of  the  massacre  above  described. 

Among  the  Indian  curiosities  is  a  wampum  bag 
in  the  possession  of  William  Miner  Ball.  This  bag 
has  come  down  through  generations. 

ANTI-RENT. 

This  town  is  included  in  the  manor  of  Rens- 
selaerwyck,  and  has  consequently  been  under  the 
control  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  {)atroon. 

The  Van  Rcnsselaers  obtained  a  grant  of  land 
from  the  Dutch  Government  in  1641,  to  encourage 
them  in  the  founding  of  a  colon}'  of  citizens  from 
Holland.  This  grant  was  confirmed  by  the  Eng- 
lish in  1685,  and  again  in  1784.  The  grant  in- 
cluded twcnt\'-four  miles  square,  on  either  side  of 
the  Hudson  River.  A  map  of  the  west  part  of  the 
manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  covering  this  town,  and 
in  po^5ession  of  Walter  S.  Church,  the  i)rcscnt  pro- 
prietor, was  made  by  William  Cockburn  in  17S7, 
This  map  divides  the  town  into  tlistinct  plots  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  more  or  less. 

Deeds  were  given  as  early  as  1790  to  all  wlio 
desired  to  settle  the  land,s,  subject  to  certain  condi  - 
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tions.  These  conditions  were  that,  on  every  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  the  settler  sliould  pay 
an  annual  rent  of  eighteen  bushels  of  wheat,  four 
fat  fowl  and  one  day's  service,  urtlieir  equivalent. 

The  patroon  built  a  large  manor  house  in  the 
City  of  Alban\ ,  and  prcjceeded  to  bring  colonists 
from  Holland,  offering  them  great  inducements  to 
locate  on  his  lands. 

Being  a  man  of  wealth  and  very  benevolent,  he 
allowed  his  tenants  to  fall  into  arrears,  until,  at 
last,  they  considered  the  manorial  claim  a  dead 
letter. 

Many  believed  that  the  Van  Rensselaers  had 
never  obtained  a  title  to  the  land  from  the  Indians, 
and  the  legal  fraternity  confirmed  their  opinion,  and 
urged  them  to  litigate  the  question. 

Discontent  arose  at  a  very  early  jicriod,  but  the 
crisis  came  when  the  old  patroon  died,  in  1S37. 

The  anxiety  as  to  the  position  which  his  suc- 
cessor should  take  was  such  that  a  committee  were 
appointed  to  wait  upon  him.  They  obtained  no 
satisfaction. 

Weary  with  the  burden  which  they  had  so  long 
borne,  and  believing  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  our  free  institutions,  they  began  to  devise 
means  of  escape. 

Associations,  known  as  anti-rent  associations, 
were  accordingly  formed  to  resist  the  payment  of 
rent.  IMeetings  were  held  in  all  the  villages  and  in 
many  of  the  school-houses  outside  of  them.  In- 
flammatory speeches  were  made  by  certain  leaders, 
and  there  was  much  rioting  and  intoxication. 

These  meetings  led  to  the  formation  of  a  secret 
organization,  and  solemn  pledges  were  made  to 
protect  the  tenants  by  armed  resistance.  The 
members  of  this  fraternity  appeared  in  bright 
calico  dresses,  and  with  their  faces  masked  or 
painted  to  resemble  Indians  on  the  war-path. 

The  leaders  assumed  the  names  of  well-known 
Indian  chiefs  and  led  their  forces  with  the  familiar 
cries  of  savage  warfare.  That  portion  of  the  com- 
munity who  frowned  upon  such  proceedings  was 
threatened  and  insulted. 

The  sheriff  and  a  posse  of  men  sent  out  to  serve 
papers  were  mobbed  and  driven  back,  and  Chris- 
"topher  Batterman,  a  high  sheriff,  was  tarred  and 
feathered  on  the  West  Mountain. 

Gov.  Seward  was  then  at  the  head  of  afiairs  in 
New  York.  He  sent  two  representatives,  Messrs. 
Sackett  and  Maxwell,  to  inquire  into  the  difficul- 
ties and  find  out  what  terms  could  be  agreed  upon; 
but  the  anti-renters  would  accept  no  terms. 

He  afterward  appeared  on  the  scene  in  person, 
but  to  no  purpose. 


The  troops  were  finally  ordered  out.  They 
ascended  the  Ilclderbergs,  with  arms  and  a  can- 
non, and  remained  for  several  days. 

The  great  meeting  was  held  on  December  ic, 
1844,  on  the  land  then  occupied  by  Silas  Wright 
and  Joshua  R.  Davis.  A  great  sale  of  land  had 
been  advertised  for  that  day,  and  the  sheriff"  and 
his  posse  were  ex[)ected  to  enforce  the  sale. 

Two  hundred  armed  men  on  horseback  met  in 
opposition.  Dr.  Bouton,  called  Big  Thunder,  and 
one  Thompson,  Little  Thunder,  were  the  leaders. 
The  party  were  arra_\  ed  in  bright  calico  dresses, 
were  masked,  and  carried  spears,  tomahawks, 
muskets  and  various  weapons.  They  waited  all 
day  for  the  sheriff,  but  he  failed  to  appear.  He 
had  heard  that  there  were  great  bands  of  armed 
men  ready  to  do  anything  to  maintain  their  claims. 

Soon  after  this  the  legislature  passed  a  law  im- 
posing penalties  upon  persons  appearing  armed 
and  in  disguise. 

Other  meetings,  however,  were  held,  but  thev 
were  smaller  and  less  demonstrative.  This  war 
lasted  seven  or  eight  years,  and  ceased  onlv 
through  the  change  of  the  property  to  other 
hands. 

The  anti-rent  feeling  finally  culminated  in  politi- 
cal action,  when,  in  1846,  John  Young  was  made 
Gox'ernor  over  Silas  Wright. 

Those  found  guilty  of  misdemeanors  and  im- 
prisoned during  this  war  were  liberated  by  him. 

The  marks  of  this  struggle  may  yet  be  seen  in 
the  framework  of  those  buildings  where  the  shock  of 
battle  was  felt,  notably  the  house  of  Peter  Ball, 
who  was  long  known  as  the  champion  of  the  anti- 
rent  movement. 

He  was  the  leader  in  litigating  the  question, 
and  was  brave,  conscientious  and  prayerful. 
Many  a  time  he  was  dispossessed,  but  as  often  re- 
instated by  his  valiant  cohorts,  until  at  last,  wearv 
with  age,  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  scene  of  con- 
flict. 

With  him  lived  a  colored  servant,  named  Susan, 
who,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  summoned 
the  anti-renters  from  far  and  near  by  blowing  on  a 
conch  shell. 

The  sufferings  endured  by  these  people  it  would 
be  impossible  to  describe.  Many  and  many  a  soul 
conscious  of  tlie  right  have  been  turned  from  their 
homes,  and  some  of  them  have  died  broken- 
hearted. 

Where  the  blame  lies  it  is  not  the  province  of 
this  paper  to  say.  That  it  was  detrimental  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  this  town  every  candid 
mind  will  concede. 
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For  years  valuable  time  was  spent  amid  excite- 
ment and  revelry  ;  money  was  wasted,  and  a 
habit  of  indolence  and  a  lack  of  thril't  were  engen- 
dered. 

Churches,  schools  and  business  enterprises  have 
felt  the  blighting  curse  of  feudal  tenure,  and  are 
rejoicing  that  the  reign  of  terror  is  well-nigh  over. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR,  WAR  OF  R]- RELLION. 

James  Knox  Alverson,  John  Amasa  Alverson, 
Henry  A.  Ball,  Jerome  Ball,  John  Harrison  Ball, 
Lucius  E.  Ball,  Madison  -AI.  Ball,  Seneca  S.  Ball, 
Albert  Bell,  Edmund  Bell,  Elias  Bell,  John  -Alichael 
Bell,  William  Henry  Bell,  William  i\L  Blade, 
Charles  fl  Bogardus,  Peter  Bogardus,  William  H. 
Bogardus,  Peter  G.  Bouck,  Addison  Bouton,  The- 
odore Bradley,  Lewis  Brate,  Jacob  PL  Burbanks, 
John  Henry  Canull,  William  Harrison  Canull, 
Charles  P".  Cary,  Thomas  Conden,  iNIadison  Cook, 
Leonard  Cornell,  George  W.  Crary,  John  Cum- 
mings,  George  lA.  Davis,  David  DeVoe.  John  W. 
Duell,  Robt.  Dunbar  Engle,  Thomas  L.  Farque- 
her,  Aaron  Flansburgh,  Adam  Flansburgh,  Alfred 
Flansburgh,  Simon  Flansburgh,  Seth  Merritt  Plint, 
John  R.  Prink,  David  Grathen,  Albert  Gifford, 
George  Delos  Gifford,  James  PL  Plammond,  Jacob 
Haverly,  Azor  T.  Plays,  Charles  Hochstrasser, 
Jacob  S.  Irons,  Allen  Jones,  Alonzo  D.  Jones, 
James  E.  Jones,  Harrison  Kniskem,  Lyman 
Knieskeni,  Alonzo  G.  Ludden,  John  Lyon,  Timo- 
thy McCarty,  Peter  AIcLitosh,  ^Michael  ]\Liher,  Jr., 
PMward  jNIatdce,  Nelson  ^lattice,  Orville  Merrihew, 
Addison  B.  Miller,  Andrew  Nelson,  George  Nelson, 
Holmes  K.  Nelson,  John  S.  Newbury,  Joseph  C. 
Northrop,  Joseph  P.  Northrop,  Cyrus  P.  Ostrum, 
James  Phillips,  George  E.  Post,  Henry  Post, 
William  A.  Post,  Emory  Reinhart,  Jackson  K. 
Reinhart,  Paul  Reinhart,  Peleg  Reinhart,  John  !\L 
Salsburg,  Charles  Schermerhorn,  Elias  N.  Shafer, 
Allen  Shultes,  DeW'itt  C.  Shultes,  John  B.  Shultes, 
William  A.  Shultes,  George  A.  Simons.  ^lichael 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Spawn,  Philip  A. 
Stalker,  William  PL  Stalker,  Chauncey  Stiner, 
Daniel  Henry  Stiner,  John  A.  Stiner,  PLirrison 
Stringham,  James  Taylur,  John  Taylor,  John  Tav- 
lor,  Daniel  Van  Deusen,  WiUiam  H.  Van  Deusen, 
Francis  Wagoner,  Closes  S.  Wagoner,  Abram  D. 
Warner,  George  H.  Warner,  Henry  Warner,  Peter 
William  Warner,  William  \Wirner,  George 
Watson,  William  \\'ellington,  Allen  West.  John 
West,  Adam  Wcstfall,  William  White,  William 
Wilcox,  Adam  Miner  Wilday.  tLram  W'ildav, 
John  Wilday,  Jr.,    Abram  T.  Willsey,  Stephen 


Plolmes  Willsey,  Joel  Wilson,  Peter  Winne,  Henry 
Drum  \\'ood,  Hiram  D.  Wood,  James  E.  \\'ood. 
Jesse  D.  Wood,  Alcjnzo  I).  Wright,  Carjienter  N. 
Wright,  Charles  Wellington  Wright,  Nathaniel 
Wright,  Samuel  S.  Wright,  Silas  W.  Wright,  Nor- 
ton Zeh. 

Sltervisors  of  the  Town. — Jacob  Hochstrasser, 
1795,  1799;  Amos  Jones,  1 796  ;  Johan  Jost  Deitz, 
1797,  1798,  1801-1807,  1812,  1813,  181S;  Ben- 
jamin Fowler,  1800;  Abel  Hinckley,  1808,  1S09  ; 
Joshua  Gallup,  1810,  iSii;  Malachi  Whipple, 
1814-1817,  1S21,  1S31,  1832  ;  Gideon  Taber, 
18 1 9,  1S20  :  Jesse  Wood,  1822,  1823  ;  Stephen 
Willes,  1S24  ;  James  D.  Gardner,  1S25,  1826, 
1835  •;  Chester  Willes,  1827;  Henry  H.  Lawson, 

\  1828,  1830;  Albert  Gallup,  1829;  Daniel  Sim- 
mons, 1833;  Lawrence  Van  Deusen,  1S34; 
rvloses  Patten,  1836-1S38;  John  Warner,  1839; 
Jacob  Settle,  1840,  1S41  ;  Henry  L  Devoe,  1842, 
1843,  i860,  186 1  ;  Oscar  Tyler,  1844,  1845  ; 
Samuel  H.  Davis,  1S46,  1S47,  1856,  1857;  John 

!  L  Bogardus,  1848;  Daniel  G.  Fisher,  1849; 
Henry  A.  Van  Wie,  1850,  185 1;  Jackson  King, 
1852,  1853;  Silas  Wright,  1854,  1855;  Z.A.Dyer, 
1858,  1859;  David  Conger,  1862,  1864,  1866; 
William  D.  Strevell,  1863  ;  David  S.  Dyer,  1865  ; 
Adam  J.  Warner,  1867  ;  James  A.  Reamer,  1868  ; 
Alfred  Hungerford,  1869,  1870;  William  Zeh, 
1871-1873;  George  H.  Reinhart,  1874,  1875; 
Frederick  W.  Conger,  1 877-1 881  ;  Thomas  J. 
Wood,  1876,  1882-1885. 

Personal  and  Real  Estate,  $1,189,939.  Town 
Audit,  $1,494.28.  Town  census,  1825,  3,509; 
1835,  3.956;  1845,  3,665:  1855,  3,206;  1865, 
2,851;  1880,  2,616. 

Postmasters. — Berne,  Charles  E.  Deitz,  daily; 
West  Berne,  Peter  H.  Clow,  daily;  East  Berne, 
Adam  J.  Warner,  daily:  South  Berne,  George 
Northrop,  three  times  per  week  ;  Reidsville, 
George  Lawson,  dail}-. 

VnXAGES. 

The  mills  in  the  town  became  centers  for  the 
villages.     These,    together  with   the  early  stores, 
j  have  been  mentioned  under  their  proper  heads. 

i  BERNE. 

I 

j  This  village  is  situated  on  the  Weidman  Mill 
property,  and  is  the  oldest,  largest  and  most  im- 

I  portant  center  in  the  town.    It  has  a  population  of 

I  twi)  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants.     Its  growth  has 

j  been  gradual,  and  the  course  of  time  has  been 

I  marked  by  many  changes.    The  place  was  known 
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as  Beavcrdam  for  a  few  years  after  the  ori^aiuzation 
of  the  town. 

In  1817  Henry  Kni^le  started  a  tavern  west  (»f 
the  residence  of  Y.>\\  Whipjile.  This  tavern  bore 
upon  its  sig'n  "Corporation  Inn,"  and  l)ecamc  a 
popular  place  of  resort.  The  place  therefrom,  by 
common  usage,  obtained  the  name  of  Corporation. 
Locally  this  name  is  preferred  to  its  proper  name, 
Berne,  whicli  was  given  it  on  the  establishment  of 
the  post-office  here  in  1S25. 

The  mercantile  and  other  business  interests  give 
the  village  its  strength,  and  may  be  briefly  men- 
tioned. 

Theodore  Settle's  store,  established  in  181 7 
by  Jacob  Settle,  is  the  oldest  in  the  place^  and 
has  been  handed  down  from  father  to  son. 

Charles  E.  Deitz's  store,  established  by  Moses 
Patten  in  1828,  and  conducted  for  many  years 
under  the  firm  name  of  Moses  &  James  Patten, 
came  into  the  hands  of  its  present  owner  in  1659. 

Y..  M.  Shultes's  store  was  built  for  a  hotel  by 
Daniel  Simmons  in  1S24.  After  a  succession  of 
owners  it  came  into  possession  of  the  present  pro- 
prietor in  1S59,  who  has  since  conducted  it  in  the 
interests  of  the  dry  goods  and  grocery  business. 

Rhinehart  &  Hochstrasser's. — This  store  was 
built  by  Oscar  Tyler  as  a  grocery  in  1840.  Samuel 
H.  Davis  succeeded  him  in  the  business  and  con- 
tinued it  until  his  death  in  1874.  After  a  short  time 
the  property  was  leased  to  the  present  proprietors, 
who  conduct  a  first-class  general  country  store. 

William  Ball's. — This  store  is  erected  on  the  site 
of  a  fur  hat  factory,  conducted  by  Conrad  Truax. 
It  was  established  in  1849  as  a  tailoring  shop, 
and  soon  after  joined  with  it  the  mercantile 
business. 

Rhinehart  &  Shultes's. — This  store  was  erected 
in  1872  for  a  liqjor  saloon  by  Joseph  Wilsey. 
N.  H.  Dayton  and  Edwin  Wilsey  were  successivelv 
conductors  of  the  grocery  trade  here.  The  present 
proprietors  bought  the  property,  and  in  1878  com- 
menced the  sale  of  boots  and  shoes,  ready-made 
clothing  and  clocks  and  watches. 

Millard  F.  Hallenbeck's. — This  establishment 
was  built  by  Daniel  Wright  in  1838  in  the  interest 
of  furniture  and  undertaking.  Isaac  Hallenbeck 
continued  thebusiness  herefrom  1852  to  1S72,  when 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son. 

Blacksmiths. — Uriah  G.  Davis,  from  1S65- 
1885  ;  Sylvanus  Weidman,  18S2-1885  ;  Anthony 
Carey,  1885. 

Stovks  A.Ni)  TiNWAKK.  — John  I loclistrusser,  1865- 
1885. 


Saddi.erv  and  IIaknkss. — Esli  Whuiplc  Son, 
1S40-1S85. 

There  are  two  hotels,  conducted  respectively  by 
Ira  Witter  and  ^lyrou  Lee. 

Ct>mbincd  annual  business  of  stores,  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars. 

L.wYERS.— E.  V.  Filkins,  1 85 1-185 5  ;  John  D. 
White,  1881-1885. 

Physicians. — Isaac  S.  Becker,  1S57-1S85  ;  Wal- 
lace E.  Deitz,  1883-1SS5. 

Postmaster. — Charles  E.  Deitz. 

WEST  BERNE. 

This  village  is  located  on  the  Lower  Beaverdam, 
near  the  site  of  Post's  Mill.  It  has  a  population  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  inhabitants. 

The  place  was  known  as  Mechanicsville,  between 
1830  and  1834,  owing  to  the  number  of  mechanics 
living  there.  It  has  now  the  local  name  of  Peoria, 
which  was  given  it  by  Paul  Settle,  the  miller,  who 
owned  property  in  the  city  of  Peoria,  111.  The 
oldest  dwelling  in  the  place  is  that  of  John  D. 
Haverly,  built  by  William  Shultes  about  1800. 
Levi  Ewings  manufactured  felt  hats  on  the  site  of 
the  furniture  store  of  Charles  Blade  in  1S50.  The 
grocery  store  of  William  Posson  was  established 
by  Peter  Settle  in  1824,  and  that  of  Hiram  Wool- 
ford  by  Paul  I.  Cannaday  in  1854. 

Their  combined  business  amounts  to  twelve 
thousand  dollars  annually. 

There  are  two  churches. 

Two  taverns  are  kept  by  Joseph  Lee  and  James 
P.  Miller,  respectively. 

Blacksmiths. — David  Nasholds,  1850- 188 3  ; 
Ira  Mattice,  1 860-1 SS5. 

Postmaster. — P.  FI.  Clow. 

east  BERNE. 

This  village,  situated  on  the  Upper  Beaverdam, 
has  a  population  of  seventy.  It  was  known  as 
\A'erner's  Mills  when  the  town  was  organized,  and 
took  its  present  name  from  the  establishment  of 
the  post-oflice  there  in  1825.  It  is  known  locally 
as  "  Philley,"  a  name  given  it  by  Elnathan  Stafford, 
who  kept  a  small  tavern  in  the  neighborhood  in 
1820,  and  purchased  his  liquors  in  Philadelphia. 

Nathaniel,  Albert  and  Benjamin  Gallup  started 
in  the  mercantile  business  here  in  1S25  ;  and 
Stephen  Willes,  who  had  long  controlled  the  trade 
in  that  part  of  the  town,  started  also  a  store  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street. 

Albert  Gallup  bought  out  ^^'illes  soon  after,  and 
continueil  the  business  uniler  the  firm   name  of 
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Seabury  &  Gallup  until  1S42,  when  it  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Adam  |.  Warner,  its  present  owner. 

The  firm  of  Nathaniel  it  Ik-njamin  Gallup, 
after  some  chantres,  came  into  the  possession  of  Z. 
A.  Dyer  in  1857. 

His  son-in-law,  Frank  Strewell,  assumed  charge 
of  the  business  in  1871.  A  hotel,  in  connection 
with  the  store,  is  conducted  by  James  B.  Dyer. 

The  combined  businsss  done  annually  by  these 
stores  is  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

Asa  F.  Coburn  has  carried  on  blacksniithing  in 
the  village  for  many  years. 

Z.  A.  Dyer  began  to  practice  law  here  in  1S36, 
and  was  regularly  admitted  to  the  Bar,  December 
5,  1854. 

A  ]Masonic  lodge  was  started  in  the  village  in 
1868,  with  fifteen  members.  It  now  numbers 
seventy-five,  and  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Satur- 
days of  each  month. 

SOUTH  BERXE. 

This  village  is  located  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  town,  and  on  the  .site  of  the  mill  property  of 
Asa  Culver.     It  has  a  population  of  sixty. 

Previous  to  1825  the  place  held  the  name  of 
Centerville,  from  its  being  equi-distant  from  three 
of  the  larger  villages.  It  is  now  locally  known  as 
Mud  Hollow  (]\Iud  Hole),  from  the  swam[)y 
nature  of  the  soil  south  of  the  village. 

In  18 1 7  John  P.  Snyder  entered  into  the 
grocery  business  here,  and  Daniel  Lounsberry  as- 
sumed the  occupation  of  a  tanner  and  currier. 

In  the  year  1822  Alexantler  ]\IcKinle\-,  a  wag- 
on-maker, opened  a  tavern.  He  kept  a  trained 
bear  and  moose,  and  life-sized  wax  figures  of  noted 
criminals,  which  he  exhibited  from  place  to  place. 

Zebulon  Holdridge  in  1825  carried  on  black- 
smithing,  and  F.benzer  Denison  a  general  grocer\' 
store  and  ashery. 

Henry  H.  Lawson  went  into  the  mercantile 
business  here  in  1828,  and  James  Babcock  in 
1829. 

Moses  Barber  and  James  Parrish  built  a  carding 
and  clothing  mill  in  1830,  and  manufactured 
satinet.  There  are  at  present  two  churches 
hexe,  two  blacksmiths'  shops,  a  grist-mill  and 
saw-mill  and  two  stores. 

The  store  of  Northrop  i  Ball  was  built  in  1866 
by  Jose[)h  Deitz  as  a  wheelwright  and  i>aint  shop, 
and  that  of  J.  Swarthout  in  1835. 

Their  combined  yearly  business  is  ten  thousantl 
dollars. 

Lawver. — James  Lawson. 

Postmaster. — George  Northrop. 


REIDSVILI.E. 

This  village  was  named  from  .Mexander  Keid 
(known  as  Sandy  Reid),  who  settled  here  in  1S2S, 
and  established  the  first  public  house.  He  was 
also  the  first  postmaster  of  the  place. 

Frederick  Ward  and  James  Anderson  started  in 
the  mercantile  business  here  about  this  time.  The 
firm  afterward  became  Ward  &  Conger. 

The  Congers  became  the  owners  of  much  prop- 
erty in  and  about  the  village,  and  held  prominent 
places  in  local  politics. 

The  village  was  an  important  center  during  the 
anti-rent  struggles,  and  this  cause  was  championed 
by  Hubbard  Gallup  and  David  and  Hugh  Conger. 

The  village  has  two  churches,  one  blacksmith 
shop,  a  tavern  and  two  stores. 

The  main  store,  kept  by  .\lfred  R.  Hungerfurd, 
does  an  annual  business  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

PERSONAL  ^lENTION. 

l^dward  V.  Filkins  was  born  in  Berne,  N.  Y. , 
[March  7,  1821,  and  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  most  important  interests  of  the  town.  He  was 
elected  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  in 
1852,  and  served  with  acceptance  until  1856. 

He  is  now  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Select  School,  and  was,  in  fact,  the  originator 
of  it.  He  was  married,  October  22,  1856,  to 
Emma  F>.  Shafer.  Three  children  are  the  issue  of 
this  union — Thomas  R. ,  Carrie  E.  and  May  S. 

Mr.  P'ilkins  is  by  profession  a  lawyer.  He  has 
an  office  in  the  village  of  Berne,  a  very  complete 
law  library,  and  is  a  reader  and  thinker.  P.  O., 
Berne,  N.  Y. 

Jonathan  Turner  is  the  seventh  child  of  a  family 
of  eight  children  of  George  and  Dorothy  Turner. 

He  was  born  in  the  County  of  Cheshire,  Town 
of Tetlierington,  England,  in  1S23. 

His  parents  and  an  uncle  John  came  with  him 
to  this  country  in  the  above  year.  They  settled 
upon  the  farm  owned  and  occupied  by  himself  and 
brother,  and  where  his  parents  lived  and  died. 

In    1856   he   married   C_\ntha  J.,   daughter  uf 
I'homas  and  Laura  Sisson.    Two  daughters,  Mar\ 
and  Ellen,  are  the  results  of  this  union. 

John  P.  Shultes,  son  of  Adam  I.  and  Ann  Eliza 
Mcintosh,  was  born  in  Berne,  October  4,  1S29. 
For  eight  years  previous  to  1S60  he  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  at  St.  Paul,  !Minn. 

The  flirm  which  he  owns  and  occupies  is  the 
one  on  which  his  parents  spent  their  lives. 

Peter  S.  Ball  is  the  son  of  Ste[)hen  Ball  and 
Christina  Sant,  and  was  born  in  Berne,  September 
30,  I  S3  7. 
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He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  pioneer  settler, 
Hendrick  Ball,  and  lias  always  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

He  was  married  to  Sarah  Sand,  December  i8, 
1 86 1,  and  they  have  three  children— Eugene, 
Stei)hen  and  Belle. 

Arthur  F..  Tuck,  D.,  was  born  in  Woburn, 
Mass.,  October  3,  1853. 

He  was  married  to  Sarah  M.  Taylor,  January  2, 
1S84,  and  one  child,  Arthur  E. ,  is  the  issue  of  this 
union. 

He  has  been  a  practicing  physician  in  Berne  for 
two  years,  and  is  now  located  at  Cobleskill,  N.  Y. 

Moses  A.  M.  Gallup,  the  son  of  Luke  Gallup 
and  Jemima  Slade,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
VVesterlo  in  1S31.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
extensive  grist-mill  in  the  village  of  East  Berne. 
He  was  married  to  Susanna  Slade,  daughter  of 
Edward  Slade  and  ]Maria  Crawford,  in  1851. 
They  have  had  one  child,  Miles  W. ,  who  died  in 
1863,  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 

He  has  been  an  agent  for  a  drug  house,  and  has 
traveled  through  New  York  and  through  most 
of  the  New  England  States.  He  moved  from  the 
town  of  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y. ,  in 
1870,  and  bought  the  Samuel  H.  Gallup  farm, 
which  had  been  in  the  family  for  upward  of  eighty 
years. 

Jacob  Hochstrasser,  the  son  of  Jacob  Hoch- 
strasser  and  ^Margaret  West,  was  born  i)i  Berne, 
N.  Y.,  in  1832.  He  married  Maria  Hilton,  Jan- 
uary 12,  1854.  They  have  one  child,  Frank, 
born  on  April  15,  1865. 

Mr.  Hochstrasser  is  the  proprietor  of  the  White 
Sulphur  Spring  House,  one  mile  from  the  village  of 
Berne.  By  personal  supervision  and  attention  to 
business  he  has  made  it  a  great  success.  Fos/- 
ojfice,  Berne,  N.  Y. 

Professioxal  Men  Born  in  the  Town. — Clergy- 
men— Revs.  Paul  Weidman,  Elihu  Doty,  Jacob 
West,  D.  D.,  Thomas  L.  Shafer,  David  Devoe,  Re- 
formed ;  Henry  Wright,  Cyrus  Bolster,  Howard 
Durfy,  Eri  Baker,  Methodist  ;  John  Crosby  and 
John  Smith,  Baptist.  Physicians — Robert  Leggett, 
Holmes  Rosekrans,  Ira  Zeh,  Joel  Crocker,  Samuel 
Wright,  Felix  Weidman,  Isaac  R.  Finch,  Menzo 
Mattice,  M.  L.  Filkins,  W.  L.  Filkins,  Elmer 
Bradley,  Abel  Hochstrasser,  John  Bradley,  Adam 
Clark,  Horace  K.  Willard,  David  St.  John,  Wallace 
E.  Deitz.  Attorneys  and  Counselors — Hon.  Joseph 
V.   Bradley,   LL.  D.,  Associate  Justice  Supreme 


Court  of  the  United  States;  Jacob  I.Werner,  Ralph 
Brewster,  William  H.  Engle,  Albert  C.  Baker, 
Menzo  Baker,  Robert  C.  Martin,  Charles  D. 
Bradlev,  Theodore  Bradley.  Henry  I).  Rosekrans, 
Gilbert  V.  Z.  Shafer,  O.  Long,  O.  M.  Hunger- 
ford,  Z.  A.  Dyer,  E.  V.  Filkins,  Lawrence  \'an 
Deusen.  John  D.  White,  Jason  Strevell,  Zardis 
Lawrence,  Ira  Shafer,  Jacob  I\I.  Settle,  Edward 
Leggett,  George  'SI.  Clark,  Smith  OBrien  and 
John  Hannay. 

Indenture  of  Elihu  Doty,  afterward  missionary 
and  author  of  several  works  in  the  Chinese  col- 
loquial: 

This  Indenture,  made  the  iSth  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  WITNESSETH:  That 
Elihu  Doty,  son  of  Stephen  H.  Doty,  of  Berne,  County  of 
Albany,  aged  fourteen  years,  four  months  and  twenty-eight 
days,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  said  Stephen  H.  Doty, 
his  father,  has  of  his  own  tree  and  voluntary  will  placed 
and  bound  himself  apprentice  to  Jacob  Settle,  Jr.,  of  Berne, 
County  of  Albany,  and  State  of  New  York,  Merchant,  to 
learn  the  art,  trade,  mystery  or  occupation  of  a  Merchant, 
which  he,  the  said  Jacob  Settle,  Jr.,  now  useth:  and  with 
him  as  an  apprentice  to  dwell,  continvie  to  serve  from  the 
day  of  the  date  hereof  unto  the  full  end  and  term  of  six 
years,  seven  months  and  two  days.  The  said  apprentice 
his  said  Master  well  and  faithfully  shall  serve,  his  secrets 
keep,  his  lawlul  commands  readily  obey;  hurt  to  his  said 
Master  he  shall  not  do,  nor  wilfully  suiter  it  to  be  done  by 
others,  but  of  the  same  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  shall 
forthwith  give  notice  to  his  said  Master. 

The  goods  of  his  Master  he  shall  not  embe<?zle  or  waste, 
nor  them  lend  to  any  without  his  consent.  .\t  cards,  at 
dice  or  any  other  unlawful  games  he  shall  not  play;  taverns 
or  ale-houses  he  shall  not  frequent;  fornication  he  shall  not 
commit;  matrimony  he  shall  not  contract;  from  the  service 
of  his  said  Master  he  sliall  not  at  any  time  depart,  or 
absent  himself,  without  his  said  Master's  leave;  but  in  all 
things  as  a  good  and  faithful  apprentice  shall  and  will 
demean  and  behave  himself  toward  his  said  Master,  and  all 
his,  during  the  said  term;  and  the  said  Master  shall  instruct 
his  said  apprentice  in  the  trade,  mystery  or  occupation  of 
a  Merchant,  which  he  useth,  with  all  things  thereunto  be- 
longing; shall  and  will  teach,  instruct,  or  cause  to  be  well 
and  sufticiently  taught  and  instructed,  after  the  best  way  and 
manner  he  can.  And  shall  and  will  find  and  allow  unto  his 
said  apprentice  meat  and  drink,  washing,  lodging  and 
apparel,  both  linen  and  woolen,  and  all  other  necessaries 
fit  and  convenient  for  such  an  apprentice,  during  the  time 
aforesaid;  and  also  pay  the  said  apprentice  Fifty  Dollars 
and  a  suit  of  clothes  at  the  expiration  of  his  apprentice- 
ship. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  set 
their  hand  and  seals  the  day  and  year  tirst  above  written. 

Stephen  H.  Dotv.  [l.  s.] 

Elih'j  Dotv.  [l.  s.] 

Attest,  Jacob  Settle,  Jr.  [l.  s.] 

J A con  D.  Settle. 
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JAMES  PATTEN. 

James  Patten  was  born  in  Londonderry,  Ncav 
Hampshire,  on  November  23,  1795.  His  parents 
were  among  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of 
that  section.  His  father's  name  was  Samuel,  and 
his  mother's  Mary  Crombie. 

Pie  was  the  second  of  six  children,  all  of  them 
possessed  of  marked  individuality  and  intelligence. 
The  sons  all  rose  to  eminence  in  their  careers,  oc- 
cu{)ying  posts  of  usefulness  and  honor. 

James  Patten  was  early  sent  to  school,  and  hav- 
ing finished  the  preparatory  course  in  his  native 
village,  entered  Bowdoin  College,  Maine,  in  the  j 
year  1819.   In  1823  he  graduated  with  honor,  and  | 
was  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  1 

He  chose  the  profession  of  law,  and  after  study-  i 
ing  for  a  time  at  Renssclaervillc,  was  admitted  to  i 
.  the  Bar.  j 

He  came  to  Berne  in  the  year  1S29,  where  his  ! 
brother  Moses  had  preceded  him  five  years.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  a  permanent  resident  of  this  j 
village.  ] 

In  1853,  July  21,  he  was  united  in  marriage  • 
to  Mary  L.  Russell,  of  New  Boston,  New  Hamp- 
shire, a  woman  of  superior  worth  and  intelligence. 
One  child  has  been  the  issue  of  this  marriage. 
Mar}'  L. ,  who  was  rr;arried,  October  12,  i83o,  to 
R.  R.  Trotter,  M.  D. ,  a  practicing  physician  in  the 


city  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  child, 
James  Patten  Trotter,  born  December  19,  iSSi. 

]Mr.  Patten  has,  during  all  the  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here,  been  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens for  his  urbanity,  courteousness,  public  spirit  and 
generosity.  He  has  been  identified  Mith  the  local 
interests  of  the  town  and  has  contributed  largely  of 
his  means  and  influence  toward  improvements  that 
have  been  made  within  its  limits.  He  was  chosen 
to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  years 
1829  and  1S30,  discharging  the  duties  imposetl 
upon  him  with  singular  fidelity,  prudence  and 
skill.  Men  throughout  the  town  reposed  great 
confidence  in  his  judgment,  and  sought  his  c  ain- 
sel  in  some  of  the  most  important  matters  con- 
nected with  their  interests.  Having  graduated 
from  college,  he  so  interested  himself  in  the 
educational  interests  of  the  town  that  he  was 
elected  in  the  years  1S31  and  1833  as  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Common  Schools  in  and  for  the 
town,  and  was  chosen  for  Inspector  of  Schi~>ols  in 
the  years  1S38  and  1839. 

As  a  business  man  Mr.  Patten  is  well  and 
widely  known.  F"indin'T  the  mercantile  business 
more  congenial  than  the  law,  Mr.  Patten  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother  in  the  year  1830. 
The  firm  did  an  extensive  business  for  manv  years 
under  the  firm  name  of  Moses  i.^  James  Patten, 
and  was  w  idely  known  for  lionesty,  integrity  and 
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fair  dealing.  The  senior  member,  having  been  | 
elected  to  the  office  of  Surrogate  of  the  County,  j 
retired,  leaving  the  entire  control  to  the  junior 
member.  Under  his  management  the  business 
continued  for  many  years  successful  and  prosper- 
ous, until  in  1857  he  transferred  the  property  to 
Isaac  Deitz  and  Hiram  Wilsey.  [ 

After  his  retirement  from  the  excitement  of  mer-  j 
cantiie  life,  ]\Ir.  Patten  gave  his  sole  attention  to  | 
the  management  of  a  farm  owned  by  him  in  the  ! 
valle\'  of  the  Sw  itzkill,  and  to  other  home  interests.  ! 

As  a  Christian  he  has  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  been  identified  with  the  Refurmetl 
Church  of  Berne.     During  all  this  time  he  has 
been  a  wise,  consistent  antl  faithful  adherent  to  the  | 
cause  of  religion  within  her  bounds.     By  his  | 
means  and  inlluence  he  has  helped  to  strengthen  \ 
and  sustain  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel.  I 

For  a  number  of  years  he  was  successively  | 
elected  tf)  the  office  of  an  elder,  until  the  infirmi-  j 
ties  of  age  compelled  him  to  decline  the  honor.  In  | 
every  department  of  life,  therefore,  he  has  well  and  } 
faithfully  discharged  his  duty.  In  the  community  | 
his  character  has  tteen  a  tower  of  strength,  and  his 
example  will  King  remain  as  an  inspirati'Hi  to  iho.^e  ; 
who  have  long  known  him.  Now  on  the  borders  \ 
of  his  89th  year,  the  oldest  man  in  the  town,  sound  ' 


in  mind  and  ready  in  conversation,  may  he  live 
many  years  more  to  bless,  magnify  and  honor  the 
relation  he  bears  to  his  family  and  his  kindred. 

THOMAS  J.  WOOD. 

Col.  Jksse  Wood  was  the  first  one  of  the 
family  and  name  who  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
village  of  Berne.  He  came  from  Long  Island 
about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  and 
located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  of  Berne, 
where  he  became  a  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zen. He  entered  the  United  .States  .service  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  of  1S12-14,  anil  soon  rose  to 
the  rank  of  Colonel.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Berne,  and  resumed  farm- 
ing. He  was  Supervisor  of  Berne  in  1S22  and 
1823,  and  represented  his  district  as  member  of 
Assembly  in  1S33.  In  1S37  he  disposed  of  his 
property  in  the  eastern  part  of  Berne,  antl  purchased 
a  large  farm  near  the  village  of  Berne,  then  called 
"Corporation,  "  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
July  23,  1853,  3ged  83  years.  9  moinhs  and  i 
day.  His  wife  was  Rene  Warner,  who  was  born 
October  10,  1770.  antl  died  May  S,  1852.  They 
Were    married    ( )ctober    9,    1791.     Col.  Jesse 
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Wood,  who  was  tlie  great  uncle  of  Mr.  Thomas  i 
J.  Wood,  of  Berne,  ad(")pted  Jnhn  M.  Wood,  his  | 
nephew  and  Thomas  J.  Wood's  lather,  in  boyhood,  ' 
and  reared  him  in  all  rcsj'ects  as  he  would  have  ! 
reared  a  s^^m,  had  one  been  given  him,  for  he  was  | 
ciiiidless.    John        Wood  was  born  Oct'ibcr  24,  I 
iSii,  and  married  Orpha  Denison,  January  24,  j 
1832.    They  had  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  of  \ 
whom  three  are  living — -Thomas  |. ,  Kugene  and  j 
Elizabeth  S.,  now  Mrs.  Daniel  MarseHs.    Jesse  D.,  I 
the  youngest  of  the  Himily,  enlisted  in  the  177  th 
Regiment,  New  York  State  Volunteers,  early  in  the  I 
late  Rebellion,  and  died  at  Port  Hudson.    Mrs.  1 
Wood  was  biirn  Augu.st  31,  1S07,  and  died  April 
18,  1874.      Her  father,  Ebenezcr  Denison,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  eastern  part  of  J3erne. 
John  M.  Wood  was  a  fixrmer  until  his  retirement 
from  active  business,  ami  since  tiiat  tinie  has  been 
a  member  of  the  family  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  1 
Marselis.    He  early  identified  himself  with  the  New  j 
York  State  militia,  became  very  popular  on  account 
of  his  connection  therewitii,  and  rapidly  rose  to 
high  rank.    After  filling  several  subordinate  offices, 
lie  was  commissioned  Major  and  was  promoted  to 
be  Lieutenant-Colonel  July  10,  1S37,  and  Brigadier- 
General  June  10,  1S40. 

Thomas  J.  Wood,  the  eldest  son  of  Gen.  John 
M.  Wood,  was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of  Ikrne, 
on  the  farm  now  known  as  "  the  iMorgan  Allen 
place,"  November  30,  1S35.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  attended  common  and  select  schools  in 
Berne,  later  attending  for  a  time  the  Honesdale 
Academy,  at  Honesdale,  Pa.  December  24, 
1857,  he  married  Libenia  Whipple,  daughter  of 
Allen  Whipple,  of  Berne.  On  her  mother's  side 
she  was  descended  from  Jacob  Weidman.  the  first 
settler  where  the  village  of  Berne  now  is.  The 
Whipple's  were  also  early  .settlers  in  the  same 
locality  and  later  owners  of  the  mill  originally  built 
by  Jacob  Weidman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  have  six  i 
children — four  sons  and  two  daughters.  While  ! 
still  a  mere  youth,  Mr.  Wood  inherited  a  portion  1 


of  the  Col.  Wood  farm,  at  Berne,  and  by  a  pur- 
chase of  the  interests  of  other  heirs  subsequently 
became  possessed  of  the  entire  property,  aggre- 
gating 477  acres.  Some  years  ago  he  sold  about 
130  acres,  retaining  the  balance  of  tiie  original 
tract,  except  a  few  small  lots  which  had  been  sold 
by  Col.  \\'ood.  He  has  always  been  interested 
in  the  afi'airs  of  the  town,  and  has  been  a  liberal 
supporter,  according  to  his  means,  of  its  leading 
interests.  In  1876  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
Alban\'  Count}'  Isoard  of  Supervisors.  He  was 
again  elected  in  1882.  and  re-elected  in  1SS3  and 
1884,  twice  without  opposition  and  always  by  good 
majorities.  A  Republican  politically,  he  is  not  in 
the  usual  acceptation  of  the  term  a  politician, 
though  his  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party  is 
dec[)  and  abiding.  Witii  his  family  he  is  connected 
with  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Berne,  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  elders,  and  toward  the  sup- 
port of  which  he  is  a  generous  contributor. 


JosF.PH  and  Jonatha.v  Turner  are  residents  of 
Berne,  Albany  Count}',  and  farmers  by  occupatii:)n. 
Their  father  and  mother,  George  and  Dcralhy 
Turner,  came  to  this  country  from  England  in 
1S32;  also  their  uncle,  John  Turner,  came  widi 
them.  Their  father  brouglit  eight  chiklren  and 
left  one  in  England,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where 
they  now  reside. 

Edward  V.  Eilkins  was  born  in  Berne,  March  7, 
1S21;  married  Emma  E.  Shafer,  October  22,  1856; 
is  a  lawyer  by  profession.     Berne  post-office. 

Arthur  E.  Tuck,  born  at  Woburn,  Mass., 
October  3,  1853;  married  Sarah  ]M.  Taylor,  January 
2,  1 884;  physician.     Berne  post-oflice. 

Peter  S.  Hall,  liorn  at  I5ernc,  September  30, 
1837;  married  Sarah  Sand,  December  18,  1861; 
farmer.     Berne  post-office. 
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HISTORY  OF  COEYMANS  TOWNSHIP. 


By  J.  S.  jNIAKIvLE. 


COEYMANS. 

IN  the  following  pages,  w  hich  arc  presented  to  the 
reader  as  a  brief  history  of  Coeymans,  to  form 
a  part  of  the  History  of  the  County  of  Albany,  im- 
perfections may  occur,  which  the  author  hopes  will 
not  detract  from  the  general  correctness  or  truth- 
fulness of  the  work. 

Many  events  or  data  connected  with  some  of  the 
important  records  and  traditions  have  been  difficult 
of  proof,  while  others  have  been  predicated  upon 
verbal  authority  or  personal  investigation.  The 
want  of  a  proper  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town- 
ship is  attended  with  an  irreparable  loss  to  the 
written  history  of  any  community. 

For  the  valuable  aid  rendered,  and  the  many 
kindnesses  received  from  irientls  in  collecting  ma- 
terial for  these  pages,  the  writer  returns  his  sincere 
thanks. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  1884. 

Coeymans  was  named  from  the  jtatcntec,  Barent 
Pieterse  Coeymans.  It  is  the  southeast  corner 
township,  with  Bethlehem  and  New  Scodand  on  the 
north,  the  Hudson  River  on  the  east,  Greene  County 
on  the  south,  and  VVesterlo  on  the  w  est,  and  includes 
Barren  Island  and  half  i-")f  Shail  Island,  and  was 
formed  from  Watervliet,  March  18,  1791,  being  the 
second  township  taken  from  Watervliet,  and  in  the 
formation  of  Westerlo  a  part  of  Coeymans  was 
taken  off.    The  township  contains  32,570  acres. 

The  surface  consists  of  an  upland  200  to  400 
feet  above  the  river,  broken  by  ridges  and  hills  that 
rise  100  to  400  feet  higher,  and  several  breadths  of 
flats,  giving  a  diversified  character  to  its  physical 
structure  and  its  geological  formations,  with  a 
variety  of  scenery,  and  qualities  of  soil  adapted  for 
general  farming  and  special  pursuits.  The  soil  is 
varied  in  its  protluctiveness  ;  that  of  the  flats,  con- 
taining some  alluvial  deposit,  with  sand  and  clay, 
is  rich  in  plant  food.  The  narrow  borders  upon 
the  streams  are  clayey,  while  the  ridges  and  up- 
lands are  sometimes  intermi.xed  with  gravel,  slate 
and  clay  loam,  having  a  subsoil  that  is  retentive 
and  generally  productive.  The  conditions  of  the 
soil  and  climatic  surroundings  arc  quite  Rivorable 


for  the  growth  of  the  usual  farm  pioiluctions,  as 
well  as  fruit.  Wheat,  rye,  oats,  corn,  buckwheat 
and  hay  are  principal  crops,  with  potatoes  and  a 
few  other  vegetables.  I'hc  t.irchards  arc  numerous, 
with  the  usual  variety  of  mixed  trees,  and  the 
fruit  is  of  superior  quality. 

The  rock  of  the  township  is  mostly  a  stratum 
of  marble  or  limestone,  which  extends  three  to  four 
miles  from  the  river,  and  is  quarried  for  building 
purposes  and  lime,  also  broken  for  macadamizing 
roads.  Some  blue-stone  exists,  and  a  quarry  was 
formerly  worked  at  Mossy  Hill  ;  but  the  supjily  of 
marketable  stone  has  been  exhausted,  and  the 
quarry  is  abandoned.  The  hills  belong  to  the 
Ilelderbergs,  which  are  a  continuation  of  the 
Catskills.  Vincent,  Gidney,  Stanton  and  Blodgett 
arc  among  the  highest  elevations,  none  of  which 
exceed  700  feet. 

The  principal  streams  are  the  Coeymans  Creek, 
which  enters  from  Bethlehem,  crossing  -the  north- 
east corner  of  the  township,  emptying  into  the 
Hudson  at  Coeymans  Landing.  The  Hannakrois* 
enters  from  Westerlo,  midway  of  the  north  and 
south  line,  flows  in  a  southeast  direction  through 
Indian  Fields,  Stephensville  and  Coyemans  Hol- 
low, furnishing  these  places  with  water-power  for 
the  several  mills,  and  enters  Greene  County  near 
Achquetuck,  then  curves  and  re-enters  the  town- 
ship in  the  extreme  southeast  corner,  emptying 
into  the  Hudson  a  short  distance  below  Coeymans 
Landing.  These  streams  flow  through  narrow  val- 
leys, bordered  by  steep  hillsides  fifty  feet  and  over  in 
perpendicular  height,  with  gorges  cut  through  the 
shales  and  slates  to  a  rocky  bed  over  which  the 
waters  flow,  and  in  times  of  freshets  they  become 
furious  torrents.  They  receive  from  the  north  and 
south  several  small  streams  as  tributaries.  At 
Coeymans  Village  the  Coeymans  Creek  descends 
in  the  aggregate  by  two  falls  seventy-five  feet, 
giving   remarkable  water-power  facilities,  which 

*  The  derivation  of  the  name  '*  Ha.inakrois  "  is  of  diiubtful  origin, 
some  claimin;;  it  as  Indian,  others  of  Dutch.  .sii;nifyin;;  "crowinj? 
cock,"  front  *'  //n^r;/,"  a  cock  or  rtjostcr,  .md  "krn  ti^"  l«)  crew.  There 
is  a  legend  that  during  a  fr??shet  in  the  creek  a  Ijarn  was  carried  down 
the  stream,  and  perched  upon  an  open  upper  door  stood  a  cock,  crow- 
'    ing.    Holland:  "  Haane-kraai." 


Vi  j 
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have  been  formerly  utilized  to  a  limited  e.Ment. 
Lawson's  Lake  is  a  small  sheet  of  water  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  town,  on  the  line  of  New 
Scotland,  the  outlet  of  whith  flows  into  the  Ono<;- 
qiiclhau.  A  peculiarity  of  some  of  the  streams  in 
tiie  northern  and  western  part  is  their  disappear- 
ance into  sink-holes,  and  flowing;:  for  some  distance 
into  subterranean  passages,  coming  to  the  surface 
man}'  rods  from  where  they  disappeared.  It  is  not 
strange  that  caves  exist  where  this  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  rock  formation  is  found.  The  caves  or 
underground  passages  are  of  limited  extent.  There 
are  a  (ew  mineral  springs,  the  waters  of  which  are 
impregnated  widi  sulphate  of  magnesia.  No  min- 
erals of  value  or  importance  are  found  in  the 
township. 

Some  fossil  remains  have  been  discovered,  but 
the  geology  is  of  minor  importance,  the  deep  cut- 
tings of  the  streams  and  limestone  formations  being 
of  greatest  interest.  Many  tons  of  molding  sand  are 
obtained  from  a  sub-stratum,  and  shipped  to  dif- 
ferent States  by  John  Whitehead  &  Brother,  who 
control  the  business. 

The  business  of  the  town  is  transacted  at  the  fol- 
lowing places :  Coeymans  Landing,  Coeymans 
Junction,  Coeymans  Hollow,  Stei)hensville  and 
Indian  P'ields.  The  name  on  the  diflerent  deeds, 
and  as  originally  spelled  by  the  family,  is  various. 
Koeymans,  Koymans  and  Koeyemans  are  some  of 
them,  while  it  would  seem  the  Holland  was  Kojie- 
mans. 

The  original  settler  was  Barent  Pieterse  Koey- 
mans, who  came  from  Utrecht  in  the  year  1636, 
and  immediately  on  his  arrival  entered  the  service 
of  the  first  Patroon,  Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  as 
miller,  at  a  salary  of  thirty  guilders  a  year.  Three 
brothers  accompanied  him,  David,  Jacob  and  Ar- 
ent.  Parent  worked  in  the  Patroon's  grist-mill 
until  1645,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  saw-mills 
which  were  on  the  Patroon's  creek  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  city,  in  company  with  Jan  Gerritsen, 
receiving  each  150  guilders  a  year  and  three  stivers 
a  cut  for  every  plank  they  sawed.  He  remainetl 
in  this  employment  until  164.7,  Previous  to  1650 
he  lived  south  of  the  Patroon's  creek,  and  in  1665 
took  a  nineteen  years'  lease  of  a  f\rm  of  ■'  maize 
land  "  at  twenty-four  guilders  a  year,  and  in  1657 
secured  a  lease  of  the  Patroon's  mills  for  three 
years,  at  the  cxjiiration  of  which,  in  1660,  he 
leased  the  mills  on  the  Norman's  Kill  fur  thirteen 
years.  At  the  time  this  lease  expired,  in  1673,  he 
purchased  from  the  - 1  ndians  a  large  tract  of  lan<l, 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  south  of  Albanv.  This 
tract  offered  great  advantages  in  its  water  jjrivileges 


for  milling  purposes,  and  it  was  here  that  Cryn 
Cornelissen  and  Hans  Jansen  erected  saw-mill> 
on  the  creek,  north  of  Coeymans,  which  emptied 
into  the  Hudson  above  Paeren  or  Barren  Ishrnd, 
as  earl}-  as  i''>5i.  Koesinans  obtained  of  Gov. 
Lovelace  a  patent  to  the  land  acquireel  from  the 
Indians,  which  consisted  of  eight  or  ten  miles  on 
the  river  and  extending  twelve  miles  to  the  west. 
This  tract  fell  within  the  bounds  of  Rcnsselacrwyck, 
and  after  a  litigation  that  continued  over  thirty 
years,  Koeymans  purchased  the  Patroon's  claim, 
in  1706,  agreeing  to  pay  a  quit-rent  of  nine  shil- 
lings a  year.  After  Koeymans  had  purchased  this 
tract,  1674,  dales  the  settlement  of  the  township; 
and  now  the  forest  is  noisy  with  the  ringing  strokes 
of  the  sturdy  pioneer  as  he  fells  the  monarchs  of 
the  forest,  making  ready  for  his  habitation,  and 
introducing  the  early  rudiments  of  civilization.  In 
the  year  17 14  he  obtained  from  Queen  Anne  a 
patent  of  this  tract,  confuming  the  whole  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever. 

The  description  of  the  property  patented  is  very 
indefinite  and  cpiite  curious;  a  short  extract  is 
gi\'en.  The  cession  was  from  "  a  certain  creek  or 
kill  l}'ing  and  being  on  the  west  side  of  Hudson's 
River  to  the  north  of  a  place  by  the  Indians  called 
Kax-hax-ki,  stretching  in  length  to  the  highest 
place  where  Jacob  Flodden  did  used  to  roll  down 
timber,  named  by  the  natives  .Scen-tha-tin,  to  the 
island  belonging  to  John  Byers,  and  into  the 
woods  as  far  as  the  Indian  Sachem's  right  goes." 

The  records  of  the  patent  continue  as  follows: 
"  Yielding  and  paying  therefor,  yearly  and  every 
year,  unto  the  same  Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  the  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  nine 
shillings,  current  money  of  New  York,  at  upon  the 
Feast  of  St.  ^Michael  the  Archangel,  in  lieu  of  all 
other  rents,  dues,  duties  and  services,  for  or  in 
respect  of  premises  or  any  part  or  parcel  therefore, 
as  by  the  said  indenture  relation  to  them  being 
had  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear.'' 

"  On  the  i^ih  April,  1672,  Volkert  Janes  con- 
vevs  all  his  rights  and  ownership  to  Barent  Pieterse 
(Coeymans)  in  the  islantl  named  Schnllcrs,  lying 
below  Beeren  Island,  and  included  in  Coeymans' 
patent,  dated  August  14,  1671." — From  Munsell's 
"Albany  County  Records." 

In  the  struggle  for  existence,  amid  the  c  >nlending 
conflicts  of  life,  labor  must  be  elevated  and  honored 
if  the  conditions  of  prosperity  and  normal  develo[)- 
nunts  are  taken  as  flKtors  in  human  progress. 
The  demands  e>f  the  times  and  the  tendency  of 
civilization  called  f  ir  the  improvements  that  in- 
creased the  wants  of  humanity,  and  it  became 
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necessary  that  man  in  his  needs  should  labor. 
The  incentive  to  the  beginner  is  l)rca(l  ;  this 
obtained,  he  may  tlirect  his  eflV>rts  into  other 
channels,  be  they  domestic  or  social,  intellectual  or 
material. 

As  the  wants  of  the  new  settlers  were  few,  and 
their  means  limited,  they  lived  in  primitive  sim- 
plicity, practicing-  self-denial,  and  cultivating  in- 
dustrious and  frugal  habits  that  became  lo  them  in 
after  yeais  the  foundation  and  growth  to  pros])eril\', 
and  the  development  in  wcaUli  from  agiicultural 
pursuits.  The  most  successful  are  thc)se  wlio  lead 
and  introduce  progressive  methods,  who  are  ever 
ready  to  meet  the  demands,  and  labor  to  supj/ly 
the  local  and  general  call  for  staple  products  that 
give  the  largest  returns  for  the  least  labor.  As 
diversities  of  industries  are  introduced,  and  com- 
petition distributed,  the  greater  will  be  the  diffusion 
of  wealth,  and  this  naturally  will  offer  new  sources 
for  energy  and  enterprise  to  those  possessing  in- 
dustry and  zeal.  To  obtain  these  advantages,  diev 
went  to  work  in  earnest  for  the  full  development  c>f 
the  resources  that  were  so  lavi^,hly  and  temptingly 
distributed  around  them.  This  was  the  great  in- 
centive of  the  men  who  tO(,>k  the  burden  in  their 
youth,  that  they  might  reap  in  manhood  some  of 
the  fruits  of  toil,  and  in  their  declining  years  rest 
upon  the  shocks,  fully  ri[)e,  which  Mere  garnered 
from  mother  earth  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows, 
amid  hardshijis,  self-denial,  and  often  when  want 
stared  them  as  a  hungry  wolf.  These  early  settlers 
were  denied  many  of  the  comforts  and  conven- 
iences of  life;  their  whole  system  of  living  was  one 
attended  at  every  step  with  difficulties,  and  their 
supplies  were  obtained  by  the  severest  labor. 
Clothing  was  manufactured  from  home  material, 
prepared  by  rude  imj dements  ;  food  was  sujiplied 
from  rude  means;  Jlour  or  meal  were  necessities 
that  required  a  long  journc}'  on  foot  or  horseback 
to  reach  the  mill  through  the  dense  forest,  and  over 
roads  or  narrow  trails  that  were  almost  imjiassable. 
But  these  struggles  were  in  time  overcome,  and, 
as  the  lands  were  taken  and  improved  by  incoming 
settlers,  many  of  the  difficulties  were  removed,  and 
these  sturdy  pioneers  were  gladdened  in  their 
hearty  and  homes  by  bounties  that  came  as  '•  bless- 
ings in  disguise     to  cheer  and  to  comfort. 

Much  that  would  be  of  interest  to  the  public 
connected  with  the  hisiorv  of  the  Keo\mans 
family  is  be\'ond  recall.  Recortls  of  value  have 
been  lost,  and  private  papers  (k-stroved  ^>v  from 
age  are  illegible.  ."-Jome  public  n.'Cords  and  docu- 
ments are  yet  available  from  wiiiLh  to  obtain  a  few 
leailing  events  and  personal  history. 


Only  a  few  years  after  Albany  was  permanently 
settled,  and  some  setUements  were  made  upon  Van 
Rensselaer's  patent,  Holland  sent  another  bantl  of 
her  enterprising  and  thrifty  men  to  take  advantage  of 
the  offers  extemted  to  any  who  would  venture  upon 
this  new  scene  of  action,  filled  with  resources  of 
unbounded  weaUh,  free  to  all  who  were  willing  to 
sacrifice  personal  comfort  and  meet  the  privations 
of  uncivilized  surroundings  for  a  future  indepen- 
dence. Among  these  was  Barenl  Picli:r<:c  Koey- 
isians,  who  came  to  Albany  in  163^),  where  he  re- 
sided for  a  score  or  more  of  _\  ears,  engaged  first  in 
the  employ  of  the  Patroon,  and  then  boldly  assum- 
ing to  act  upon  his  own  judgment  in  an  enlerpri.se 
that  brought  a  measure  of  success.  This  filled 
him  with  enthusiasm  f  ir  greater  ventures,  and,  in 
1673,  he  made  his  purcha.-e  of  the  Indians,  taking 
possession  the  following  year;  and  this  became  his 
future  home  and  residence  after  making  many  nec- 
essary improvements. 

Kocymans  married  a  daughter  of  Andries  De 
Vos,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them — Andries, 
Samuel,  Peter,  Arriantje  and  jannetje.  Andries 
was  born  in  Albany  and  married  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Staats;  he  took  up  his  residence  in  New 
Jersey,  where  some  of  his  descendants  and  name 
are  to  be  found.  Samuel  was  also  born  in  Albany, 
August  3,  if)70,  and  married  Catrina  Van  Schaaick; 
they  hail  no  children;  he  lived  for  many  years  at 
the  Koevmans  stone  house,  which  still  stands  on 
the  north  of  the  creek.  Arriantje  was  born  in 
Albany,  October  19,  1672;  she  had  her  home  with 
her  brother  Samuel,  and  remained  single  until 
fiftv-one  years  old,  when  she  married  I)a\'id  \'er- 
plank,  who  was  at  the  time  twenty-eight  years  old; 
no  children  were  born  to  them.  Arriantje  died 
April  4,  1743,  willing  her  property  mostly  to  her 
own  father's  family;  but  David  inheritetl  her  por- 
tion. David  \'erplank  did  not  remain  a  widower, 
as  he  took  lor  his  second  wife  Miss  Pr(:>uwcr.  and 
for  his  third  he  married  Catrina  Boom,  in  1752. 
They  had  four  children  —  Daviil,  Johannes, 
Arriantje  and  Isaac  D.  Peter,  born  at  .Mbany, 
married  Elizabeth  Graveret,  or  Greveraad,  and  had 
two  children — Menjae,  who  married  Andreas 
Whiteck,  and  Elizal)eth,  who  married  Jacobus 
Van  Allen.  Plis  first  wife  died,  and  Peter  marrieil 
for  his  second  wife  Charlotia  Amelia  Dawyer,  No- 
\ember  i,  171 9;  this  union  was  blessed  with  three 
daughters — Garritje,  marrying  John  Barclay  ;  Ann 
Margaret,  marr\  ing  Andries  Ten  Kyck,  and  Char- 
lotte .\melia,  ^vlu>  married  [ohn  Jonas  Bronk. 

Peter  Koeymans  lived  in  the  stone  house  or  castle 
in  the  village  up  lo  the  time  of  his  death,  which  t>c- 
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curred  April  30,  1 736-1 744,  and  was  buried  on 
Baeren  Island.  He  had  a  family  of  five  daughters, 
all  of  \vhom  married;  many  of  their  descendants 
are  still  living  and  own  lamls  on  the  original  patent, 
but  none  of  the  name  are  now  residents  of  the 
township.  Mrs.  Charlotta  Houghtaling  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Jonas  ]?ri  )nk,  who  is  perhaps  the 
nearest  relative  of  the  family  now  li\ing.  The 
name  of  Koeymans  became  extinct  in  this  locality 
by  the  death  of  Peter.  Barent,  the  father,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  tiurietl  on  land  now  in  the  pijsses- 
sion  of  Peter  Whitbeck;  this  belief  is  founded  upon 
the  fact  that  in  a  partition  deetl  a  part  of  the  land 
is  reserved  for  burial  jiurposes.  No  remains  of  the 
grave  are  to  be  seen,  as  the  land  has  been  utilized 
by  the  plow  as  too  valuable  for  sacred  purposes. 

The  early  settlement  of  the  township,  as  also 
Coeymans  Landing,  is  closely  connected  with  the 
founder  and  subsequent  members  of  his  family; 
anything  relating  to  them  has  a  direct  bearing  on 
its  written  history.  Here  Parent  Pieterse  Koey- 
mans commenced  his  career,  in  colonial  times, 
when  it  required  some  courage  as  well  as  shrewd- 
ness to  locate  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  wilderness, 
having  for  inhabitants  a  race  of  cruel  savages,  and 
the  woods  howling  with  the  death  cries  of  ferocious 
beasts,  the  only  protection  his  rude  log  cabin,  and 
perhaps  a  trusty  Holland  gun — six  feet  in  lengdi — 
with  such  assistance  as  his  family  might  render. 
It  seems  evident,  Koeymans  did  not  take  into  con- 
sideration the  founding  of  a  great  city  at  this 
place,  for  the  rocky  banks  and  steep  hillsides  were 
not  fi^vorable  for  easy  extension;  yet  these  to  him 
were  of  great  value  as  affording  many  advantages 
and  facilities  in  the  erection  of  mills  for  grinding 
grain  and  sawing  lumber,  for  which  there  was 
an  increasing  demand,  and  from  which  he  expected 
to  realize  a  small  fortune.  Although  the  forest 
furnished  unlimited  supplies  of  timber  for  building 
purposes,  yet  the  first  buildings  erected  by  him 
were  built  of  common  graywacke  or  flat  field 
stone. 

The  oldest  house,  the  old  Koeymans  Casde,  dis- 
appeared in  1833.  It  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
building  now  occupied  bv  the  family  of  the  late 
Josiah  Sherman.  The  first  and  original  mills  have 
long  since  been  demolished,  and  were  located  some 
distance  from  the  present  mill,  which  is  of  recent 
date. 

In  early  times  Uie  creek  north  of  the  village 
upon  which  the  mills  were  built  was  called  O/ies- 
ke-thaii,  and  the  level  land  extending  west  of  the 
village  Ach-que-liak..  The  creek  has  two  falls,  and 
the  water  courses  over  a  rocky  bottom,  making  a 


descent  of  75  feet  before  it  empties  into  a  small 
bay  leading  into  the  Hudson.  At  the  base  of  this 
water-fall,  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek,  is  a  mill, 
which  is  now  idle,  and  a  building  known  as  the 
Old  Store  House,  built  of  field  stones,  finished 
with  brick  in  the  gables,  which  has  been  erected 
more  than  a  hundred  }  ears.  In  the  village  are  two 
other  similar  Iniildings  standing,  which  were  built 
about  the  same  time. 

Arriantje  did  not  own  properly  mirth  of  the 
creek.  77ie  old  stone  Inuise  and  all  the  properly 
is  now  owned  by  the  Ten  Eyck  family,  and  came  to 
them  by  Peler  Keoymans.  The  following  is  taken 
'iTO\x\^\\Q  Albany  Evening  Journal:  "  The  old  Koey- 
mans mansion  or  castle  stood  on  the  corner  of 
Westerlo  and  First  streets.  The  walls  were  thick, 
and  were  pierced  at  intervals  with  pi  irt-holes.  The 
gables  were  carried  up  with  brick  brought  fr. mi 
Holland.  The  building  faced  the  Hudson,  and 
was  erected  byBarent  Pieterse  Koeymans  soon  after 
he  purchased  his  land  from  the  Indians.  The 
last  family  who  occupied  the  main  building  was 
that  of  Jeremiah  Gioper,  while  the  family  of 
Charles  Penton  lived  in  the  wing.  Tlie  old  plate 
and  pictures  which  were  used  in  this  ancient  man- 
sion more  than  a  century  and  a  half  ago  remain  in 
part  in  possession  of  descendants.  One  of  the 
oil  paintings  which  adorned  the  walls,  a  portrait  of 
Ariaantje  Koeymans,  Barent's  daughter,  is  now  in 
the  house  of  Charlotte  Houghtaling.  The  face  of 
the  subject  is  nearly  obliterated,  while  one  hand, 
doubled,  is  plainly  preserved.  The  daughter,  it  is 
said,  helped  to  build  the  old  stone  house,  which 
still  stands  north  of  the  Coeymans  Creek,  by  car- 
rying the  stone  and  material  for  the  walls.  INIrs. 
Houghtaling  also  has  a  f<aded  picture  of  the  pn  ip- 
erty  taken  probably  150  or  200  years  ago.  It 
shows  the  stone  house,  a  saw-mill  back  of  where 
the  grist-mill  now  stands,  a  plaster  mill  to  the 
north  over  an  artificial  rock-cut,  which  served  as 
a  water-way,  in  an  altogether  dilTerent  direction 
from  the  present  stream.  There  was  another  saw- 
mill on  the  crown  of  the  rocks,  and  another  grist-- 
mill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  which  stood 
until  1830.  Old  deeds  speak  of  a  saw-mill  at  the 
falls,  but  nothing  else  can  be  ascertained  about  the 
structure."' 

Coeymans  Landing  (Coeymans  P.  O)  retains  in 
a  marked  degree  much  of  its  ancient  conservative 
Dutch  sentiment,  and  the  spirit  of  modern  progress 
has  been  dormant  these  two  hundred  years,  only  to 
be  awakened  by  the  present  generation  of  active 
brain  power,  which  in  a  great  measure  controls 
the  destinies  of  to-day.    Any  purpose  or  intention 
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of  individuals  to  engage  in  enterprises  or  venture 
upon  worthy  public  or  private  pursuits,  that  would 
have  contributed  in  some  measure  to  the  growth 
and  prosj)erity  of  the  place,  has  been  inditlerently 
encouraged,  and  for  this  reason  other  locations 
were  sought  for,  which  received  the  benefit. 

The  progress  of  the  past  has  been  very  slow,  the 
business  of  the  place  is  in  ilic  hands  of  the  fesv.  and 
these  are  limited  to  the  wants  and  demands  of  the 
surrounding  country. 

7'iie  village  is  pleasantly  located  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Hudson,  twelve  miles  south  of  Albany, 
and  is  built  upon  the  sloping  and  rocky  hill-sitle, 
giving  to  it  an  elevation  wliich  enhances  the  sur- 
rounding landscajjc  and  adds  variety  to  the  beauti- 
ful scenery.  The  streets,  which  are  quite  irregular, 
are  mostly  unpaved,  and  the  houses  are  set  without 
any  regard  to  order,  while  many  are  built  from 
original  designs,  independent  of  architectural  rules, 
and  ignoring  the  ornamental  for  the  useful.  There 
are  some  fine  dwellings  and  mansions  which  are 
ornaments  to  the  village.  The  western  part, 
which  is  the  newest,  is  more  regular  and  attract- 
ive ;  the  antiquated  appearance  which  is  so  strik- 
ing near  the  river  is  not  observable  here.  It  is  in 
this  locality,  upon  a  large  inclosed  square,  with 
beautiful  surrounding;?,  that  Mr.  Acton  Civil  several 
years  ago  erected  a  massive  building  of  iron  and 
stone  for  an  academy.  The  building  is  substan- 
tial, and  the  architecture  is  beautiful  in  design  and 
imposing  in  apjiearance.  Two  years  ago  the 
boarding-house  to  be  connected  with  the  school 
was  built.  These  buildings,  which  have  never 
been  used,  are  in  the  west  part  of  the  village,  com- 
manding a  fine  view  of  the  adjacent  country,  and 
near  the  railroad  station.  The  docks  at  the  land- 
ing are  quite  extensive  and  used  for  general  pur- 
poses of  shipping  b}-  steamboats,  barges,  canal-boats 
and  other  river  craft  ;  it  is  a  general  landing  for 
steamboats  to  receive  and  let  off  pas.scngers.  Many 
tons  of  coal  are  received  here,  while  farm  produce 
of  every  kind  is  shipped  in  great  quantities.  Mr. 
Ilenrj-  Slingerland,  who  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising shippers,  kindly  furnished  the  following  as 
his  business  for  1883  :  eighty-two  e.xcursions,  109 
trips  of  barges,  carrying  171,007  bales  cA  hay  and 
straw,  52,706  bushels  of  rye,  besides  buckwheat 
flour,  apples  and  mixed  merchandise. 

Here  are  located  the  Cedar  Puuil  ]\IiIIs,  a  large 
frame  building,  supjilied  with  ample  water-power 
from  Coeymans  Creek,  and  furnished  With  machin- 
ery for  manufacturing  flour  and  meal  and  grind- 
ing plaster.  Formerly  mills  were  in  operation 
above  the  present  one,  and  connected  with  them 


were  mills  for  carding  and  grinding  plaster;  but 
these  are  of  the  past,  having  disappeared  forty 
years  ago.  They  were  built  l)y  Conrad  Ten  Eyck, 
and  John  Aldridge  antl  Whiteman  were  millers. 
The  present  mills  have  been  owned  l)y  Israel 
Lawton,  Briggs  &  Colvin,  A.  \N'illis,  and  are  now- 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  N.  11.  Johnson.  At  pres- 
ent these  mills  are  idle.  Among  the  forgotten 
industries  of  Coeymans  was  the  manufacture  of 
hats  by  Mr.  Cartwright.  In  passing  along  the 
thoroughfares  of  the  village,  the  alteiuive  filjservcr 
will  note  the  moral  standing  of  the  pec^ple  by  the 
three  churches,  Refornied,  Methodist  and  Roman 
Catholic  ;  the  inielligencc  is  represented  by  a 
schi^iol-house  and  a  weekly  newspaper;  the  wants 
and  needs  are  supplied  from  two  grocery  and 
provision  stores,  one  general  and  mixed  merchan- 
dise, one  shoe  store,  one  drug  and  fanc)-  store,  tin 
and  hardware,  paint  shops,  two  blacksmith  and 
one  wheelwright  shop,  two  broom  factories,  the 
needed  millinery  and  dressing  parlors,  one  gen- 
eral undertaker,  four  hotels,  barber  shops,  coal 
dealers  and  general  shipping  merchants.  The 

I  professions  are  represented  by  four  lawyers,  two 
physicians  and  one  dentist. 

The  general  business  interests  of  the  village  are 
conducted  by  the  following  persons:  Attorneys  and 
Counselors  at  Law — S.  Springsted,  J.  M.  Harris, 
Charles  Thompson,   and  C.  ^I.   Barlow,  notary 

I  public.  Physicians  and  Surgeons — F.  G.  Moshcr 
and  X.  H.  Johnson.  Denust — C.  C.  Willis. 
Powell      Johnson,  drugs,  medicines,  paints,  oil 

i  and  glass.    William  B.  Hull  i  Co.,  dry  goods, 

I  groceries,  provisions   and    general  merchandise. 

j  W.  H.  Keller,  dealer  in  groceries  and  provisions. 
Baumes  &  Brother,  groceries  and  provisions,  crock- 
ery  and   glassware.    Alfred  A.   Sherman,  fancy 

I  goods,  notions  and  stationery.  J.  B.  Holmes, 
tin,  copper,  zinc  and  sheet  iron.  W.  W.  Snyder, 
boots  and  shoes.  A.  Vandyck,  harness  and  sad- 
dlery of  all  kinds.  Alonzo  .Southard,  general 
funeral  director.  L.  E.  Gould  and  Charles 
Zeigler,  meat  markets,  fish  and  oysters.  Hcnn,- 

i  Slingerland,  general  forwarding,  freight  and  com- 

1  mission  merchant.  J.  X.  Briggs,  dealer  in  coal 
and  ice,  and  lessor  of  Barren  Island.  Cofymans 

I  Heralil,  S.  H.  li  E.  T.  Sherman,  editors  and 
proprietors. 

Holds. — Hdtalinq's  Hotel,  Richard  S.  Ilotaling, 
proprietor  ;  Union  Hotel,  Samuel  Gedney,  prf  <prie- 
tor  ;  Whitbeck  House,  Vcrplank  Whiliieck,  {pro- 
prietor ;  Nilea  House,  Gilbert  Cronk,  proprietor. 

The  post-ofllce  has  been  established  many 
years.    Levi  Blaisdcll  and  Nathan  Stephens  were 
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early  postmasters.  The  present  postmaster  is 
William  B.  Hull,  who  has  held  the  oOlce  since 
1853  ;  he  is  also  an  early  resident. 

AnK>ng  the  first  settlers  were  the  Koeymans 
fiimily  and  those  with  whom  they  married,  An- 
dreas and  Lendcrt  Witbcck,  the  Ten  Eycks,  Van 
Aliens,  Verplanks,  lironks,  Barclays,  Hotalings 
and  Van  Daalston.  These  were  followed  by 
Waklrons,  Iluycks,  James  Teft,  who  kept  a  tavern, 
and  McMichael,  who  kept  a  store  ;  Oliver  Lauton, 
John  Fanning,  Palmer  Utter,  Joseph  Hazelton, 
Levi  Blaisdcll,  and  others  who  have  been  succeeded 
by  their  descendants  and  later  residents.  The 
village  numbers  at  present  about  900  inhabitants. 

A  new  era  has  dawned  over  the  past,  and  an 
epoch  in  the  history  of  this  old  settlement  will 
transfer  the  business  of  the  future  from  the  immedi- 
ate scenes  of  the  Dutch  historic  landmark.  The 
constructi(  m  and  operation  of  the  West  Shore  Rail- 
road have  produced  changes  already,  that  are  to  be 
followed  by  improvements  and  enterprises  of  a 
general  character. 

Formidable  barriers  of  physical  structure  no 
longer  bafile  the  skill  of  the  civil  engineer,  when 
he  is  assured  of  the  means  to  break  through  ob- 
structions or  override  the  traditions  of  successive 
generations.  Skill  and  capital  overcome  moun- 
tains C)f  ojiposition,  as  well  as  level  juiblic  opinion, 
to  the  general  necessities  of  a  common  interest. 
Progress  marks  human  sentiment,  and  internal  im- 
provements are  bound  and  girdled  by  a  network  of 
steel.  The  skill  and  ingenuity  of  man  subject  the 
elements  to  his  uses,  control  as  a  plaything  the 
subtle  fluid,  electricity,  and  encircle  the  globe 
with  wires  of  thought,  and  illumine  the  darkness 
of  night  by  its  incandescent  light,  soon  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  greater  wonders. 

The  completion  of  the  Nciu  York,  West  Shore 
^nd  Buffalo  Railroad  \x\  18S3,  through  the  town, 
gives  Coeymans  more  commercial  importance  and 
marks  an  era  in  the  business  interest  of  trade,  as 
well  as  concentrates  at  the  place  of  transfer  the 
products  and  commodities  of  a  wide  region  of 
country,  that  will  give  an  impetus  to  future  invest- 
ment, and  open  other  important  sources  for  mate- 
rial prosperity,  thus  laying  the  foundation  for  other 
industries  connected  with  the  development  of  the 
surrounding  vicinity.  These  are  considerations 
which  connrit  be  controlled  by  mere  external  in- 
tluences,  and  the  forward  movement  must  continue 
so  long  as  the  resources  of  the  country  are  being 
developetl,  and  the  tlemands  of  trade  fmd  a  ready 
market  for  agricultural  supplies,  domestic  manu- 
fictures  and  mineral  products. 


For  two  hundred  years,  a  few  men  of  enterprise 
have  controlled  the  bu>incss  interests  of  the  place. 
Slow  progress  consequenUy  has  been  made,  yet  a 
steady  growth  of  the  village  has  been  quietly  going 
on,  which  gives  assurance  of  prosperity  and  con- 
centration of  wealth. 

Coeymans  Juncliou. — The  construction  of  this 
new  line  of  railroad  necessitated  at  this  point  a  di- 
vergence to  Albany ;  therefore  a  junction  with  the 
main  line  was  made  a  mile  west  of  Coey  mans,  at  a 
location  promising  superior  facilities  and  advan- 
tages for  the  convenience  of  transfer  and  the  erec- 
tion of  necessary  buildings  connected  with  die 
road.  Here  is  a  fine  level  tract  of  land,  specially 
adapted  for  building  purposes,  and  already  is  seen 
the  sharp  forethought  of  the  enterprising  capitalist 
and  the  investments  of  men  with  limited  means. 
Besides  the  station,  freight  and  engine  houses  be- 
longing to  the  railroad,  Peter  Pulver  has  erected 
three  dwellings  and  a  building  for  hotel  and  res- 
taurant pur[)oses,  near  the  passenger  station,  which 
were  the  first  buildings  (1S83)  and  the  nucleus  to 
the  future  village.  Two  other  dwellings  followed, 
and  these  have  been  increased  the  present  year, 
18S4,  by  two  frame  buildings  and  a  large  double 
three-story  brick,  for  store  and  hotel,  near  the 
railroad  and  fronting  on  the  stone  road.  This  fine 
brick  edifice  was  built  by  Peter  Putman,  a  former 
resident  of  the  township,  but  now  of  New  York. 
At  the  present  time,  ten  houses  west  of  the  railroad 
compose  the  little  settlement.  A  short  distance 
west  of  this  point,  at  the  corner  ol  the  road  near 
Schoonmaker  &  Brothers'  store,  a  tavern  was  kept 
more  than  a  hundred  years  ago  ;  this  was  the 
main  road  leading  to  Buffkxlo,  and  it  is  said  Jerome 
Bonaparte,  in  his  travels,  stopped  here  for  dinner. 
Early  settlers  here,  Ambrose  Wiltsie,  Job  Baker, 
and  widow  Lodeman,  who  kept  tavern. 

Ache-qtie-htck,  P.  O.  (local,  Peacock's  Corners), 
was  established  as  a  post-office  in  1S79,  with 
Willis  Nodine  as  postmaster,  who  continues  t" 
serve.  This  place  is  west  of  the  railroad  station 
about  two  miles.  Here  is  a  hotel  kept  by  D.  Baumis, 
a  store,  blacksmith  and  wheelwright  shop  and  toll- 
gate.  Early  tavern  keepers  here  were  Baldwin  and 
Nicholas  Huyck.  From  this  point  up  to  the  eastern 
extremity  of  Coeymans  Hollow,  extending  north, 
is  a  tract  of  very  superior  farming  land,  which 
by  old  deeds  is  described  as  Ha^'/i-a-zitck,  the  true 
Indian  name  ;  and  here  we  find  the  Witbecks,  Ten 
Eycks,  Van  Derzees,  Verplanks,  Shears.  Wiltsies, 
Schoonmakers  and  other  descendants  of  the  fir>t 
settlers.  Here  also  stands  the  old  s/ofie  /louse  ot  the 
Ten  Eycks,  which  was  built  many  years  before  the 
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Revolution  ;  it  is  not  occupied,  and  will  soon  be 
one  of  the  forgotten  monuments  of  tlie  past.  Other 
houses  of  interest  are  the  lirick  dwellings  of  \'er- 
planks  and  Witbecks,  built  man\'  years  ago.  In 
this  vicinity,  in  former  years,  were  grist  and  saw- 
mills, tannery  and  flax  mills,  the  property  of  Isaac 
D.  Verplank  ;  these  mills  were  on  the  Haanakrois. 

Cocv'ihuis  Holloiv,  P.  O. ,  extending  for  a  dis- 
tance of  two  miles  or  more,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Haanakrois,  is  located  upon  cither  side  of  the  creek. 
The  village  of  Cocymans  Hollow  dates  its  settle- 
ment only  a  few  years  later  than  the  j)osscssion  of 
the  patent  by  Koeymans  and  his  faniilv.  The 
valley  possesses  remarkable  water-power  privileges, 
which  may  have  been  a  consideration  with  the  first 
settlers  in  choosing  this  locality,  and  the  heavy- 
timbered  forest,  with  its  valuable  growth  of  trees, 
may  have  been  another  inducement,  as  well  as  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  after  the  land  l)ccame  cleared. 

jMills  were  accordingly  erected  at  an  early  date  by 
Verplank  and  others  interested  in  the  settlement  of 
this  locality;  vestiges  of  these  mills  remain  at  several 
places  along  the  creek.  Other'  mills  for  different 
j)urposes  have  been  erected  and  operated  for  a 
time,  ox  until  the  special  purpose  for  which  they 
were  intcndeil  was  fulfilled,  or  the  conditions  of 
the  surroundings  rendered  them  of  no  furUier  use, 
and  then  abandoned.  Carding  mills  and  tan- 
neries were  quite  numerous;  it  was  then  customarv 
for  the  women  to  spin  and  weave  the  necessary 
clothing,  blankets,  spreads  and  sheets,  and  the 
household  linen.  As  the  cheaper  fabrics  of  cotton 
were  brought  into  use,  these  gradually  superseded 
those  of  home-made  manufacture,  and  the  carding 
mills  have  almost  wholly  disappeared.  So  with  the 
making  of  leather;  once  the  shoemaker  and 
harness-maker  had  a  small  tannery  in  which  thev 
manufactured  their  own  leather,  and  also  did  the 
tanning  for  the  farmers  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
then  worked  it  into  boots  and  shoes. 

Now  that  bark  necessary  for  this  purpose  has 
become  scarce,  science  has  introduced  new  meth- 
ods and  machinery  which  require  combined 
capital. 

On  the  premises  of  Harvey  Shear,  many  vears 
ago,  Fj-ancis  DeLong,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Sherman,  and  Garret  Witbeck  manufactured  hats. 
Herein  the  Hollow,  grist,  saw  and  clothing  mills 
were  owned  and  operated  by  John  Elodgett  and 
Mr.  Leslie.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  village,  ^'er- 
plank  had  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  which,  during  a 
freshet,  were  carried  down  the  stream;  remains 
of  the  dam  and  race-way  are  there  yet,  and  are 
utilized  by  Andrew  Carey  for  driving  machinery 


for  turning  spokes,  hubs  and  other  work;  he  also 
has  a  mechanic  and  blacksmith  sh'')p.  During 
1861  and  1S62  several  llax  mills  were  erected  at 
convenient  points  on  the  creek,  which,  in  a  few  years, 
were  abandoned.  There  are  at  present  nt.)  mills 
or  manulacturcs  in  operation  in  the  village.  In 
traversing  the  length  of  the  street,  which  is  the 
public  road,  there  are  upon  either  side  about  fifty 
dwellings,  with  two  hunilred  inhabitants.  The  busi- 
ness is  conducted  through  the  usual  stores  and 
shops,  containing  mixeil  merchandise;  there  are 
three  stores,  one  hotel,  one  school-house  and 
Methodist  church,  shoo  store  anil  slnjp,  meat 
market,  three  blacksmith  and  wheelwright  shops, 
one  physician.  Tiie  post-ofilce  was  established  about 
1S40,  with  John  B.  Shear,  P.M.  The  present  post- 
master is  Electus  Shear.  Among  the  early  settlers 
were  Verplanks,  Witbecks,  John  Blodgelt,  Josiah 
Hinckley,  Gerrit  Witbeck,  Jonas  Shear,  Jedediah 
Davis,  John  Colvin. 

Slvplicnsi'iUe  (Alcove  P.  O. )  is  a  small  hamlet 
situated  in  the  bend  or  elbow  of  the  Haanakrois 
Creek,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town,  and  is 
almost  a  continuation  of  Cocymans  Hollow.  It  de- 
rives its  name  from  Archibald  Stephens,  who  for- 
merly operated  mills  here.  The  post-office  and 
name  were  established  in  18S1.  Stanley  Green, 
postmaster. 

Here,  near  the  stone  road,  eight  miles  from 
Cocymans  Landing,  are  located  the  Valley  Paper 
Mills,  and  saw-mill  of  Amos  D.  Priggs.  About 
1844  Ephraim  Andrews  erected  mills  here  on  a 
small  scale  for  the  purpose  of  cloth-dressing  and 
carding  wool.  In  1S4S  John  E.  Andrews  enlarged 
and  converted  them,  with  the  necessary  improve- 
ments and  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  straw 
wrapping  paper. 

In  1854  W.  S.  Briggs  and  Andrews  made  ad- 
ditions, repairs  and  improvements  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  steam  and  many  other  appliances  of  recent 
invention.  In  1871  W.  S.  Briggs  ct  Sons 
(Newton  S. ,  Ralph  B.  antl  Amos  D.)  commenced 
a  partnership,  which  continued  three  years,  when 
the  property  and  business  were  transferred  to  Amos 
D.  Briggs,  the  present  proprietor,  who  operates  and 
conducts  the  business.  During  the  year  18S3 
extensive  improvements,  with  increa.sed  capacity,  at 
a  great  outlay,  were  made.  The  works  contain  one 
steam  engine  and  two  turbine  water-wheels,  the 
steam  engine  (^f  125  horse-power  and  the  water- 
wheels  of  1 50  horse-power.  The  capacity  of  the 
mill  is  five  tons  of  straw  daily,  from  which  three 
and  onc-iialf  to  three  and  three-fourth  tons  of 
straw  wrapping  paper  are  made.    About  Iv.cnty- 
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five  men  are  employed  for  ten  months  during 
the  year.  The  paper  is  carted  to  Cocymans  for 
shipment,  and  coal  brougiit  by  the  return  trip. 
That  these  works  have  lieen  a  financial  success  is 
proven  by  the  fact  that  the  former  operators  have 
retired  with  a  competency. 

Three-fourths  of  a  mile  south  of  these  mills  are 
the  post-office  and  residence  of  W.  S.  Briggs,  Esq., 
who  owns  the  grist-mill  and  other  valuable  j)rop- 
crty.  Casparus  Ackernian  was  an  early  settler, 
coming  here  in  1790;  soon  after,  he  erected  the  first 
mills,  which  in  time  passed  into  the  possession  of 
Archibald  Stephens,  and  now  owned  by  W.  S.  Ikiggs. 
The  present  mill  is  a  massive  stone  structure,  with 
three  run  of  stone.  The  hamlet  has  ten  or  twelve 
dwellings,  with  a  store,  wagon  and  blacksmith 
shops,  and  besiiles  the  mill  two  other  stone  buildings, 
a  building  formerly  a  flax  mill,  Union  Chuixh,  and 
one  physician  represents  the  profession.  |ust  above 
the  valley  mills,  on  the  stone  road,  is  a  saw-mill,  the 
property  of  Jefferson  Powell;  and  a  short  distance 
up  this  small  stream,  in  the  ravine,  and  east  of  the 
toll-gate,  is  the  tannery  built  by  Daniel  Tompkins 
seventy  }'ears  ago.  They  were  sold  to  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Caswell;  then  to  Jolm  Huyck  &  Son,  the 
present  owners,  who  continue  the  business. 

Indian  Fields  (P.  O. )  is  a  hamlet  nine  miles  fi^om 
Coeymans,  in  the  w  est  jjart  of  the  town,  containing 
a  Baptist  church,  hotel,  three  stores,  one  harness 
shop,  three  blacksmiths,  one  general  wood-work, 
two  foundries,  carding  mill,  saw-mill,  harness 
shop,  drug  store  and  one  physician,  eighteen  dwell- 
ings and  eighty  inhabitants.  The  business  of  the 
place  is  conducted  by  J.  O.  Stiles,  prof)rietor  of 
hotel  and  store;  Huyck  &  Dorman,  post-olfice  and 
general  merchandise;  Anthony  Davis,  merchandise; 
Christian  Scharbauer,  manufacturer  of  harness; 
Caleb  Snyder  and  Norris  &  Brother,  proprietors  of 
foundries;  I-".  A.  W.  Rivets,  physician,  with  drug 
store;  J.  J.  Huyck,  postmaster. 

Here  are  located  the  foundry  and  carding  mill  of 
Caleb  Snyder.  .  It  was  here,  in  the  early  settlement 
of  this  vicinity,  that  Isaac  Verplank  built  a  saw- 
mill, and  afterward  carding  and  cloth-dressing  mills 
were  operated.  In  after  years  Houck  il"  Trenchard 
operated  a  woolen  cloth  manufactory  and  saw-mill. 
Subsequently  Huyck  it-  Norris  reconstructed  the 
works  into  a  f  nmdry,  after  which  thev  were  sold  to 
Caleb  Snyder,  who  docs  general  foundry  work, 
making  plow,  cultivator  and  land-roUer  castings. 
The  machinery  is  (operated  with  steam  and  water 
power. 

Henry  and  Isaac  Norris,  located  on  the  public 
road,  own  and  conduct  a  foundry  and  wood-shop 


for  the  manufacture  of  plows,  cultivators,  land- 
rollers  and  filling  machinery  for  mills,  etc. 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  John  and  Thomas 
Witbeck,  W.  Searles,  George  Lamoreaux,  Jedidiah 
Davis,  Daniel  Green,  Daniel  W'ickham.  Robins, 
Gideon  Schofiel,  Jo.->iah  Hinckley,  Huycks,  Tomp- 
kins and  others. 

This  village  is  located  in  the  valley  of  the 
Haanaki-ois,  which  has  tributaries  from  the  north, 
and  surrounded  by  fair  agricultural  lands,  which 
was  an  inducement  to  the  settlers  for  occujning 
this  region.  The  farmers  have  their  farms  under 
good  tillage,  and  arc  generally  prosperous. 

ANDREW  H.  WITBECK. 

Andrew  H.  Witbeck  is  known  as  one  of  the 
most  influential  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Coeymans.  His  lamily  iias  for  generations 
been  among  the  foremost  of  the  old  families  of 
Albany  County.  His  father,  John  W.  Witbeck, 
was  born,  April  10,  1773,  at  Manhattan  Hook,  a 
little  valley  in  the  northern  part  of  Coeymans,  about 
four  miles  from  where  ]NIr.  Witbeck  now  lives. 
On  the  20th  of  ?*Iay,  1795,  in  company  with  his 
father  (?*Ir.  Witbeck's  grandlather),  he  purcliased 
the  farm,  now  the  homestead  of  Andrew  H.  Wit- 
beck. At  about  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  married 
a  ]kliss  Palmateer,  who  bore  him  one  son,  who  is 
now  living.  After  her  death  he  married  Hannah 
Callanan,  who  was  born  November  19,  17S1.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  eight  children,  tour  sons 
and  four  daughters,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Of 
these  Andrew  H.  Witbeck  is  the  youngest.  He 
was  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  has  since  lived, 
November  12,  1824.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  obtained  his  education  in  the  neighboring 
common  school.  February  5,  1S51,  he  married 
Lydia  E.  Powell,  who  was  born  at  Medwav, 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  January  5,  1826.  Their 
family  consists  of  one  son  and  three  daughters, 
named  as  follows:  Hannah  Esther,  John  W. , 
Sarah  E.  and  Jennie.  Mr.  Wiibeck  has  been  a 
rife-long  farmer,  and,  as  such,  ranks  among  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  Albany  County.  He  is  a 
man  of  considerable  business  experience  and  of 
undoubted  good  judgment  in  all  important  alfairs. 
and  his  aid  has  often  been  invoked  in  the  settle- 
ment of  questions  in  dispute  in  his  locality,  and 
the  settlement  of  several  valuable  estates  has  been 
intrusted  to  him,  with  firm  reliance  upon  his  dis- 
crimination and  integrity.  Though  never  min- 
gling actively  in  politics,  and  steadfastly  refusing  to 
accept  offices  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  townsmen, 
he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
takes  a  deep  and  liberal  interest  in  all  (lucstions  of 
public  moment,  upon  which  he  is  fully  informed 
and  has  pronounced  opinions.  Though  not  a 
member  of  any  religious  organization,  he  has  ever 
been  a  most  cheerful  and  ample  supporter  of  the 
means  of  worship  in  his  vicinity,  and  is  an  attend- 
ant, with  his  tamiiy,  upon  the  services  of  the  Dutch 
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Reformed  Church,  for  he  chngs  to  the  faith  of  his 
forefathers,  ^vho  were  HoUandcrs,  and  wiio  were 
among  those  hardy  pioneers  who  imphinted  the 
banner  of  tliis  denomination  upon  tlie  soil  of 
Albany  County  when  it  was  largely  an  unsettled 
wilderness.  The  cause  of  education  has  also  lound 
a  firm  friend  in  Mr.  Witbeck,  whose  influence  has 
not  been  slight  in  elevating  the  standard  of  jniblic 
instruction  in  his  portion  of  the  town  of  Coeyrnans. 
All  other  worthy  local  objects  have  his  encourage- 
ment and  financial  aid. 

Kcefcr's  Corners  (P.  O. )  was  named  in  honor  of 
Balthus  Keefer.  who  settled  here  in  1791.  It  is 
located  two  miles  north  of  Indian  Fields,  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  town,  and  has  a  [Methodist 
Church,  school-house,  and  formerly  a  store,  hotel,  a 
wheelwright  and  blacksmith  shop,  and  a  few 
houses.  This  was  a  remote  part  of  the  town  and 
was  slow  of  settlement,  only  two  other  families  hav- 
ing located  here  previous  to  Mr.  Keefer.  Roads 
were  followed  by  marked  trees,  and  civilization, 
with  its  improvements,  was  centered  at  other  points. 
Among  those  who  settled  here  were  Daniel  Traver, 
Jacob  Schermerhorn,  Dampa  iNIead,  Stephen 
Hanes,  George  Lamoreaux,  Lanson,  Hogan  and 
others. 

The  post-office  was  established  in  1842,  Peter 
Keefer  first  postmaster,  and  continues  to  serve  in 
that  capacity.  He  is  a  son  of  Balthus,  and  was 
born  where  he  resides. 

We  append  the  names  of  a  few  others  who  were 
early  settlers  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  The 
first  were  almost  exclusively  Dutch  or  Hollanders, 
who  came  before  the  Revolution;  those  who  came 
after  hostilities  ceased  were  mostly  of  English  de- 
scent, many  of  them  coming  from  the  New  Eng- 
land States  or  adjoining  counties.  These  brought 
with  them  the  doctrines  peculiar  to  their  several 
forms  of  faith  and  modes  of  worship,  as  well  as 
ideas  relating  to  social  and  moral  questions,  which 
were  rapidly  diffused  and  entered  into  the  spit  it  of 
conscientious  freedom,  and  were  soon  manifest  in 
the  elevated  and  enlarged  Christian  views  that  were 
followed  by  a  unity  of  purpose  and  religious  co- 
operation. This  sentiment,  so  early  introduced,  has 
not  been  without  a  moral  effect  upon  the  prosperous 
growth  of  the  churches,  upon  the  social  relations, 
and  its  educati(jnal  progress.  Many  of  the  men 
whose  names  are  recorded  here  have  (with  others) 
occupied  in  tlie  affairs  of  tlic  t^wn  and  in  the  church 
positions  of  trust,  honor  and  responsibility.  Among 
them  were  the  Vroomans,  Waldrons,  Hotalings, 
Wagoners,  Vandcrpools,  Gedneys,  Schoonmakers, 
Wiltsies,  Powells,  Jolleys.Coonlcys,  Briggs,Carhart3, 
Nodines,  Springsteds,  Hulls  and  Fredenburghs. 


Since  the  organization  of  Coeyrnans  into  a  town- 
ship, in  1791,  the  following  citizens  have  served 
one  or  more  terms  in  the  ollices  ilesigiuitetl  :  The 
first  town  meeting  (of  which  there  is  any  recDrd) 
was  held  April,  iSii,  and  the  first  supervisor,  John 
T.  Van  Dalston,  was  elected  in  1817.  Previous  to 
this  the  office  was  one  of  appointment  by  the 
Governor,  as  well  as  Justices  of  the  Peace,  who 
were  first  elected  in  1S27.  The  f  allowing  have 
been  supervisors:  John  T.  Van  Dalstnn,  Archi- 
bald Stephens,  John  N.  Huyck,  Israel  Shear, 
Abram  Verplank,  Andrew  Witbeck,  Henry  Niles, 
Cornelius  Van  Derzee,  Jonas  Shear,  (jarret  Wit- 
beck, John  Mead,  Elwcll  Blodgctt,  John  Van 
Derzee,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Willet  Searls,  John  B. 
Shear,  David  A.  Witbeck.  Peter  Keefer,  Nelson 
Schermerhorn,  James  H.  Powell,  John  A.  Hunt, 
Estes  H.  Strevell,  Lansing  Shear. 

Justices  of  Ihc  Peace,  appointed — John  T.  Van 
Dalson,  Henry  Gage,  Archibald  Stephens,  John 
Van  Dalssen,  David  Springsted,  Jr.,  Jacob  C.  Ten 
Eyck,  John  Gibbons,  Robert  Copeland,  Barrent 
Mull,  Nathan  Niles,  Samuel  Blodgett. 

From  1827  the  following  were  elected:  Alexander 
Copeland,  Peter  Van  Antwerp,  Samuel  Blodgett, 
Garret  Witbeck,  Joshua  Collins,  John  \'an  Ant- 
werp, Henry  Halstead,  Dwight  Bachelor,  John 
[Mead,  Cornelius  Van  Derzee,  John  ^'an  Derzee, 
William  S.  Briggs,  Peter  Keefer,  Elijah  D.  R. 
Converse,  Wolsey  Blodgett,  Ira  Gregory,  John  T. 
Witbeck,  Conrad  T.  E.  Huyck,  Anson  Green, 
James  Emery,  W'illet  Searls,  Samuel  F.  Powell, 
Isaac  L.  Davis,  Frank  Huyck,  john  A.  Hunt, 
Jacob  B.  Plolmes,  Edgar  Powell. 

Ttnvn  Clerks. — John  Beekman,  Isaac  D.  Ver- 
plank, Jol  n  N.  Huyck,  Abram  Verplank,  Andrew 
Witbeck,  Jonas  Shear,  Israel  I.isk,  Henry  Niles, 
Cornelius  Van  Derzee.  Robert  Keefer,  Elwell  Blod- 
gett, Wiliiam  N.  Briggs,  John  Van  Derzee,  Alfred 
D.  Tompkins,  john  L.  Witbeck,  Pldwin  D.  Shear, 
John  Ham,  John  S.  Powell,  Leonard  Carhart, 
Joslin  Nodine,  John  M.  Witbeck,  Gilbert  C.  \'in- 
cent,  Israel  Shear,  Alfred  A.  Sherman,  Hugh  H. 
Mosher,  George  H.  lohnson,  Lansing  Shear,  Isaac 
T.  Davis,  John  A.  Loucks,  Samuel  Lasher,  Abram 
j  Law  ton. 

I  Benjamin  Stanton,  delegate  to  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1S46.  Alcnirers  of  Asscmt/h' — Israel 
Shear,  Tobias  T.  E.  W^aldron,  Jonas  Shear,  Cor- 
nelius Vanderzee,  Isaac  Whitbeck,  Willis  Searles, 

j  Jiihn  \'anderzcc. 

School  Coniniissioncrs — John  B.  Shear,  Leonard 
I  Carhart,  William  E.  Whitbeck,  Samuel  F.  Powell. 
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Real.  Personal.  Total. 

Assessed  valuation  for  1S65  $1,017,475  $202, 273  <i, 219,748 

"         "         "   1S83    1,004,945  82,750  1,087,695 

Equali^^ed    "         "    1SS3    2,200,132  82,750  2,282,882 

Assessed     "         "    1S84    2,026,770  333,005    2  339.775 

Equalized    "         "      "      2,251,228  333,005  2,584,289 

The  hUilude  and  hngi/itJe  of  the  following 
sla/ious  m  Coe}nians  arc  taken  from  the  "Report 
of  New  York  Slate  Survey  for  the  year  1SS2:" 

latitude.  Longitude. 

ISarren  Island  pine  42°  27'  51-53",  73"  47'  09-4i  " 

lirigg's  Monument  Ceme- 
tery 42°  28'  00.20'  73"  47'  43" 

Cupola  of  Civil  Academy. 42°  28'  21. Si"  73"  47'  56" 

Shad  Island  42"  30'  52.1-6'  73'-'  46'  23" 

Coeymans  dock  tiag-pole..42'^  2S'  23"  73°  47'  24" 

Boha  Hook  light  42°  28'  49"  73°  47'  20" 

Blodget   42"  30'  35'  73°  53'  46" 

Mull's  school-house  42°  30'  24  '  73°  47'  17  " 

Churches. — What  ha.s  been  said  of  the  early  set- 
tler.s  in  other to\vnshi[)S  will  apply  with  equal  force 
to  those  who  followed  Koeymans  and  located  upon 
his  patent.  They  were  largely  of  the  Dutch,  and 
possessed  courage  and  devotion,  though  ihey  held 
with  tenacity  to  the  traditions  of  their  fathers. 

It  is  evident  that  for  many  years  the  Dutch  and 
Huguenot  element  prevailed,  and  that  the  religious 
ministrations  of  those  early  days  were  by  visits  and 
supplies,  as  they  had  no  settled  ministers  until  after 
the  hostilities  ceased,  or  about  1790.  At  this  time 
many  changes  had  taken  place;  the  country  was  at 
peace,  prosperity  smiled  upon  the  land  of  free- 
dom, a  home  was  otTered  and  obtained  upon  easy 
terms,  freedom  of  worship  was  e.stablished  and  all 
united  to  partake  of  tlie  blessings  that  flow  from 
Christian  civilization  and  national  independence. 

This  brought  from  other  States  and  adjoining 
counties  descendants  and  followers  of  the  Puritans 
and  Covenanters,  intermixed  with  tlie  aggressive 
Methodists,  whu  inspired  into  the  lethargic  souls 
of  the  Dutch  a  degree  of  life  antl  zeal  that  awoke 
and  kindled  into  spiritual  activity  a  reformation 
that  wrought  increased  benefits  to  the  christian 
churches  and  blessings  to  the  people.  Schools 
were  mulliplieil  and  general  intelligence  rapidiv 
advanced  under  the  fostering  influence  of  progres- 
sive ideas  and  liberal  patriotism. 

'The  current  teachings  of  the  early  preachers  were 
not  marked  with  theological  disquisitions  or 
learned  sermons,  yet  the  vital  and  most  essential 
doctrines  of  that  period  were  proclaimed  with 
vigor  and  efficacy  to  the  mind  and  heart.  The 
practical  effects  of  such  teaching  were  its  power  of 
converting  men  fruin  the  sentiment  of  unbelief  or 
a  false  religion,  then  lieing  introduced  from  abroad, 
and  establishing  an  urthodo.x  fiiith    of  revealed 


religion.  It  would  be  unjust  to  measure  the  in- 
fluence of  these  pious  and  consecrated  men  by  the 
success  or  failure  of  their  individual  theories,  yet 
it  is  possible  that  the  services  of  these  men — con- 
tented with  charity  contributions  or  small  salaries, 
on  which  they  almost  starved- — e.xerted  no  small  in- 
fluence in  elevating  the  standanl  of  morals  and 
intelligence  in  the  communit}'  in  which  they 
labored. 

When  their  work  ceased,  they  were  succcded  by 
men  who  trod  the  same  paths,  with  more  liberal 
rewards  and  without  the  poverty  which  was  the 
earthly  lot  of  these  self-sacrificing  missionaries. 

There  are  seven  churches  in  the  township,  of  the 
following  denominations  :  three  Methodist,  one 
Reformed,  one  Baptist,  one  Union  or  Christian, 
and  one  Roman  Catholic. 

The  first  Methodist  organization  in  the  tov.'ii 
occurred  in  the  year  17S8  or  1789  by  the  Rev.  John 
Crawford,  with  a  class  of  12  members,  during  the 
time  Rev.  Freeborn  Garretson  was  presiding  elder. 
The  first  church  edifice  was  built  of  stone  in  1791- 
92,  and  was  located  two  and  a  half  miles  west  of 
the  village,  and  is  claimed  to  have  been  the  first 
Methodist  church  west  of  the  Hudson  River.  This 
church  and  congregation  for  many  years  was  made 
up  of  members  from  Bethlehem,  Coeymans,  with 
some  from  New  Baltimore  and  adjoining  towns  ; 
as  it  was  the  only  Methodist  church  in  this  locality, 
its  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  extended  for  many 
miles,  and  among  the  noted  preachers  whose  words 
have  been  heard  in  this  pioneer  church,  none  is 
held  in  greater  reverence  than  that  of  Bishop 
Asbury.  The  first  trustees  were  James  Waldron, 
Lewis  Civil,  Wilhollamas  Row,  Jacob  Springsted, 
Isaac  C.  Hu}  ck,  Ephraim  Holbrook,  Peter  Hogan, 
Nathan  Williams,  James  Selkirk.  Levi  Blaisdell 
was  the  first  clerk,  and  Lewis  Ci\il  sexton.  Some 
of  the  early  members  were  Hugh  Jolly,  Samuel 
JiiUv,  John  Ten  Eyck  and  wife,  Levi  Blaisdell  and 
wife,  Hugh  Crumb,  jani^.^*^' Selkirk,  Dr.  Clement 
and  Jacob  Springsted. 

A  change  of  location  becoming  necessary  to  ac- 
commodate the  increase  in  membership,  other 
organizations  from  this  parent  society  were  eftected, 
and  churches  established  in  other  places,  exerting 
a  wider  influence  and  extending  its  branches  for 
the  promotion  and  spiritual  education  of  the 
people. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Coeynuns 
Liui(/iiiif  is  founded  upon  the  organization  of  the 
old  stone  church  ;  the  present  edifice,  on  Church 
street,  was  erected  in  1S35-36.  and  dedicated  by 
the  Rev.  Benjamin   CiriUln.     The  building  is  of 
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brick,  40  X  50,  with  a  lecture  room  of  wood,  26  x 
40  feet.  A  fine  parsonage  belongs  to  the  society 
for  the  use  of  the  pastor.  The  church  will  seat 
400  persons,  and  is  valued  at  $15,000.  The  pas- 
tor reports  100  families,  150  communicants,  95 
Sunday  school  scholars,  and  whole  amount  of  con- 
tributions $1, 1 50.  Present  trustees — A.  V..  Willis, 
Peter  Seabridge,  J.  J.  Colvin,  A.  J.  Wolfe,  John 
Halenbeck,  John  iNIcElroy,  Abram  Teals.  Rev. 
R.  H.  Kelley,  pastor. 

JMclhodist  Episcopol  Church,  Coeviiiaus  HoHuiv, 
is  an  old  organization,  ha\  ing  being  established  as 
early  as  1794,  when  Bishop  Asbury  preached  in  a 
barn  in  the  rear  of  the  present  church,  and  a 
society  was  formed  with  the  following  ns  members: 
John  Blodgett  and  wife,  William  Green  and  wife, 
Elizabeth  Wickham,  Charlotte  Garitt  and  Mr. 
Gedney.  These  earnest  and  devoted  members 
had  their  meetings  first  in  barns,  then  in  private 
and  school-houses  until  1S32,  when  they  entered 
the  present  church.  Jolley  and  Carley  were  preach- 
ers. The  present  trustees  are  Egbert  C.  Osterhout, 
N.  H.  Palmer,  Stephen  Lawson,  Martin  Merrit, 
David  Green.  Rev.  William  S.  Wyman,  pastor, 
who  reports  200  families,  170  members,  135  Sab- 
bath school  pupils,  14  teachers  ;  contributions  for 
all  purposes,  $1,125.  The  church  edifice  is  wood, 
and  will  seat  400  ]iersons.  Has  parsonage  and 
sheds  attached  to  the  rear  of  church  ;  property 
valued  at  $4,000. 

Melhodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Keefcr's  Corners 
was  organized  from  the  Manhattan  Mook  Society, 
located  at  Copeland  Plill.  James  Laird  and 
Ebenezer  Osborn  were  early  circuit  preachers. 
The  old  church  building  was  taken  down  and  the 
material  used  in  the  construction  of  the  present 
house  in  1845.  It  is  built  upon  ground  donated 
by  Francis  Osterhout.  Peter  Keefcr,  George  C. 
Lamoreaux  and  Philip  R.  Witbeck,  trustees  ;  John 
W.  Morrison,  pastor. 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Indian  Fichis  was  (:>rgan- 
ized  in  1872.  First  trustees  were  ]Marcus  R. 
Griirin,  Albert  Powell,  Joslin  Nodine,  Franklin 
Tompkins,  Jared  Griffin,  Judson  Lamoreaux  and 
Jasper  Witlieck,  Jr.  The  present  trustees  are 
Henry  Norris,  Anion  Craw  and  George  Lamor- 
eaux ;  no  regular  pastor. 

St.  Patrick's  Runiiin  Catholic  Church,  located  on 
Church  street,  Coeymans  Landing,  is  a  modern 
structure  ;  the  society  was  organizcil  in  1S52  by 
Francis  Hurley.  Connected  with  the  churcli  is  a 
fine  cemetery,  containing  four  to  five  acres.  The 
society  and  cemetery  are  under  the  pastoral  charge 


of  Father  Thomas  Walsh,  who  has  the  care  of 

the  churches  of  Coxsackie,  Athens  and  Coe_\'mans. 

The  Re/t'niicd{Vi-o\.tslxn\.  Dutch)  Church  of  Coey- 
mans was  organized  March  5,  1793.  and  the  first 
church  eiiilice  was  erected  in  17^7,  the 
"  Square,  "  nearly  a  mile  west  of  Coeymans  Land- 
ing. Rev.  Jacob  Sickles  was  the  first  pastor,  and 
he  served  tins  church  and  congregation  from  1797 
to  I  So  I.  He  was  succeeded  by  Peter  Ovcrbagh, 
1805-6;  Ralph  Westervelt,  180S-16;  Samuel 
Kissam,  1S18-29;  Staats  Van  Santvoord,  1S29-30; 
Abram  Fort,  1830-31  ;  Thomas  A.  Amerman, 
1S31-32  ;  Thomas  Edwards,  1834:  James  Mur- 
phv,  1 84 2-43  ;  Samuel  Kissam,  1843-45  :  James 
A.  H.  Cornell,  1845-48  ;  Philip  Peltz,  1848-51  ; 
\Mlliam  P.  Davies,  1852-55  :  Hugh  B.  Gardiner, 
1S56-60  ;  Isaac  Collier,  1860-66;  Louis  H. 
Bahler,  1867-69  ;  Elias  ]Mead,  1870-72  ;  James 
A.  H.  Cornell,  1873-80;  Horace  P.  Craig,  1883. 
The  old  church  was  taken  down  several  years  ago, 
and  some  of  the  material  used  in  the  construction 
of  the  new  church  edifice  h^cated  on  Church  street, 
in  the  village  of  Coeymans.  This  building  is  of 
brick.  The  following  are  the  present  officers  : 
^/,/,>;-5_William  15.  Hull,  C.  H.  Van  Derzee,  J.  J. 
Lasher,  B.  T.  E.  Bronk.  Deacons — Solomon  Coon- 
ley,  John  A.  Vanderzee,  William  Springsted,  F. 
Vrooman. 

The  church  reports  100  families,  169  members, 
133  Sunday  school  scholars  ;  contributions  for 
all  purposes,  $1,663. 

Cemeteries. — There  are  two  incorporated  ceme- 
teries in  the  town.  The  Grove  Cemetery  at  Coey  - 
mans contains  two  acres,  and  was  founded  by  Acton 
Civil.  It  was  incorporated  in  184S;  J.  B.  Holmes, 
president;  A.  J.  Wolfe,  vice-president:  A.  S.  Van- 
derzee, secretary;  W.  H.  Keller,  treasurer. 

Iihlian  Fields  Cemetery  was  incorporated,  January, 
1872,  w'th  the  following  trustees  and  oflicers : 
William  S.  Cole,  president;  Andrew  H.  Witbeck, 
vice-president;  Joslin  Nodine,  treasurer:  John 
N.  Verplank,  secretary;  Juilson  Lamoreaux,  Abram 
Witbeck,  William  J.  Lamoreaux,  as  per  ^I.  Wit- 
beck, George  C.  Lamoreaux.  The  present  trus- 
tees and  oflicers  are  :  William  S.  Cole,  president: 
Judson  Lamoreaux,  vice-president;  Andrew  Wit- 
beck, treasurer;  George  C.  Lamoreaux,  secretary; 
John  Verplank,  Francis  Nodine,  Jasper  M.  W  it- 
beck,  W.  y.  Lamoreaux,  William  Witbeck.  The 
above  contains  five  acres  of  inclosed  land,  very  la- 
vorably  located. 

The  Workingmen  s  Protective  Union,  Coey  mans, 
incorporated  in   1S80.     The  particular  business 
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and  object  of  tlie  society  are  to  provide  funds,  from 
contributions  of  its  members,  v  tien  they  are  sick 
or  disabled,  and  to  bury  them  wlien  dead,  and  aid 
the  survi\  ing  families  of  deceased  members. 

Secretary  reports,  Decemlier  26,  1SS2:  Total 
amount  of  money  collected  during  the  year, 
$1,554;  total  membership,  300;  amount  depos- 
ited in  bank,  $2,055.  The  following  constitute 
the  present  officers:  President,  Jacob  B.  Holmes; 
Vice-President,  F.  S.  Willis:  Secretary,  \V.  B. 
Molmes;  Treasurer,  Theodore  Robb.  Trustees — 
James  Lasher,  Patrick  McNarama,  Frank  P)eak. 
Executive  Poard — Dr.  ¥.  G.  INIosher,  A.  J.  Wolfe, 
J.  X.  Briggs. 

Cdcynians  Mutual  Insurance  Company  w  as  organ- 
ized and  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State, 
August  16,  1859.  Secretary's  twenty-fourth  an- 
nual report,  for  January  8,  18S4,  gives  as  number 
of  policies  at  last  report,  and  in  force  at  present 
time,  3,00;  amount  of  risks  at  last  report,  $532,950; 
at  present  date,  $547,575;  amount  of  bonds  subject 
to  assessment,  $11,243. 

Board  of  Directors  for  1S84 — Francis  Nodine, 
president;  F.dwin  Wiksie,  vice  president:  \V.  S. 
Brigg-;,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Executive  Com- 
mittee— JetTerson  Powell,  Marcus  Lindsey,  Uriah 
jMontross,  Novatus  Palmer,  E.  C.  Osterhout,  Jas- 
per M.  Witbeck;  W.  S.  Briggs,  secretary. 

There  is  in  the  town  an  incorporated  highway, 
divided  into  three  sections.  The  said  road  com- 
mences at  the  village  of  Coeymans  and  extends 
west  through  Coeymans  Flollow,  Indian  Fields; 
thence  into  Westerlo,  passing  through  Dormans- 
ville  and  Chesterville  to  the  old  Delaware  Turnpike, 
a  distance  of  eighteen  miles. 

The  first  division,  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  was 
incorporated  .'n  1S50  as  The  Coeymans  and  Western 
Plank  Road  Company  for  thirty  years.  In  i860  it 
was  changed  from  a  plank  to  a  stone  road.  l"he 
roadbed  now  is  laid  with  broken  stone.  The  charter 
was  renewed  in  1 8S0  for  thirty  years.  Levi  Blais- 
dell,  president;  William  B.  Hull,  secretary;  Ste- 
phen H.  Niles,  treasurer,  are  the  present  oflicers. 

Cole  and  Witbeck  have  charge  of  the  middle  di- 
vision, and  Henry  Slingerland  of  the  western. 

The  New  V'ork,  \\'est  Shore  and  Buffalo  Rail- 
road hive  in  the  town  eighteen  miles  of  track, 
roadbed,  round-house,  station,  machine  shop  and 
freight  house,  which  are  assessed  at  $165,000. 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  is  assessed 
$600.  Knickerbocker  Ice  Company  is  assessed 
$30,000. 

Coeymans  Hollow  Lodge,  No.  957,  I.  ( ).  C].  T., 
was  organized,  December   12,   187S,  by  ^\'.  W. 


i  Gunnison,  with  fifty-seven  charter  members.  The 
I  first  oOicers  were :  E.  C.  Osterhout,  W.  C.  T. ; 
1  Ida  Shear,  W.  V.  T. :  W.  E.  Slantoii,  L.  D. : 
LTndsey,  W.  M.  ;  Rev.  J.  R  Burger,  W.  C  hap. 
The  lodge  now  numbers  forty-seven  members,  v.  itli 
the  following  oflicers:  Andrew  WiKe\',  (' .  T. : 
Anna  L.  Whitlieck,  W.  V.  T. ;  Lindsey  Green, 
L.  D. ;  L.  F.  Lisk,  W.  M.;  Thomas  W^lfe,  W. 
Chap. 

Phvsichins. — Among  the  physicians  who  for- 
merly practiced  in  the  township  were  Drs.  El\-, 
Jessie  Smith,  Spaulding,  Hand,  Van  Alstyne.  Van 
Allen,  Merrick,  Holmes.  Blodget,  Clement. 

Dr.  Benjamin  B.  Frederdmrgh  came  to  Coe}'- 
mans  in  1826,  and  continued  in  active  practice 
until  the  present  year.  Andrew  Huyck  located  at 
Coeymans  Holiow  fi>rty-six  }ears  ago  (1838).  He 
read  medicine  with  Dr.  P.  B.  Noxon,  and  attondeil 
lectures  at  Vermont  .\cademy.  Wesley  IMaisdel 
and  Andrew  Van  Antwerp  have  practiced  in  the 
town. 

F.  C.  Misher  graduated  from  Albany  Medical 
Collegein  1S48,  and  located  at  Coeymans  Landing, 
where  he  continues  in  atti\'e  practice. 

H.  X.  Jidmsiai  graduated  from  Albany  Metlicai 
College  in  1881,  is  located  in  Coeymans  Landing, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  drug  business. 

C.  C.  If7//«  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  the 
PJidailelphia  Dental  Colles^e  in  1S74  and  1873.  Is 
now  practicing  dentistry  at  Coeymans. 

G.  E.  Elmendorf,  now  located  at  Alcove,  was 
born  in  Ulster  County,  and  graduated  from  Albany 
^ledical  College  in  class  of  1875,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  came  to  Alcove,  r)r  Stephensville. 

F.  A.  W.  Rivets,  born  in  Montreal,  Canala. 
graduated  from  Eclectic  .Ifedical  College  of  New 
Vork  in  1875;  located  at  Blooinimrdale,  tlien  at 
Ausable  Forks,  and  came  to  Indian  Fields  in  1S80. 

ScJwols. — There  are  no  academies,  high  schools 
orgiaded  private  schools  in  the  town. 

In  1S58  the  Coeymans  Academy  was  established 
by  Fletcher  Blaisdel,  Theophilus  Civil  and  Peter 
Seabridge.  The  first  teachers  were  Misses  C.  B. 
and  Emma  Brace;  afterward  it  passed  under  the 
control  of  Thomas  McKee.  The  enterprise  prov- 
ing unsuccessful,  it  was  abandoned.  Some  of  the 
early  teachers  were  Hinckley.  Jefferson,  Levi 
Fisher.  'I'herc  are  in  the  township  feiurteen  scho.  .1 
districts,  in  which  are  empl';>yed  tli.;  same  number 
of  teachers,  for  terms  varying  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  weeks.  In  i>s^9  diere  were  i .ci  7  children 
of  school  age;  the  number  attentiing  school.  710; 
average  attendance,  325.  Whole  amount  expended 
f  jr  school  purposes,  $4,738. 
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No.  of 
District. 

No.  of 
Children, 
Scliooi  -\ge 

No. 
•Attending 
School. 

Total 
Valuation 

01  UlblllLl. 

Amount  Kx- 
pended  lor  all 
Purposes. 

Amount 

Paid 
Tciichors. 

Wages 
Paid,  Winter 
1  erm. 



Wages  Paid 
for  Summer 
Term 

I-... 
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141 



51,030  70 

2  

34 

'00,4,1° 

404  00 

in  c 

7  CO 

j  .  .  .  . 

CO 

32 

53.210 

325  90 

301  So 

S  00 

7  CO 

4.... 

61 

43 

97,375 

323  61 

298  Q2 

7  50 

7  00 

c 

J  •  •  •  • 

00 

8  00 

7  00 

6. . . . 

/  .  .  .  . 

I  c* 

74 

"7>  134 

54'  '2 

AC\C\  f\f\ 

10  50 

1 0  00 

8  

16 

16 

9.... 

46 

37 

('3.925 

205  00 

184  00 

6  CO 

4  00 

10... 

67 

60 

43-250 

310  97 

237  70 

7  50 

6  00 

II.... 

27 

15 

27,650 

176  00 

161  00 

6  00 

5  50 

12. . . . 

7 

4 

i3--- 

29 

19 

3 '.300 

269  07 

245  70 

6  00 

5  25 

14.... 

104 

57 

93.360 

444  32 

373  S2 

10  00 

9  00 

15.... 

46 

37 

77.075 

466  27 

406  00 

12  00 

10  00 

16.... 

57 

.46 

137,700 

359  '5 

324  00 

10  00 

10  00 

17.... 

29 

22 

25.175 

136  25 

125  00 

5  00 

3  75 

Totals. . . 

901 

666 

$1,032,384 

$5,300  S6 

$4,461  60 

Soldiers. — The  record  of  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  War  for  Liberty,  from  this  township,  is  not 
very  extensive  or  clearly  ascertained  ;  yet  a  few 
who  were  residents  of  what  is  now  Coeymans  ren- 
dered aid  and  service  in  the  cause  that  obtained  for 
them  freedom  and  independence.  Many  of  those 
who  came  to  Coeymans  in  later  years  were  sol- 
diers who  had  served  in  other  States  or  counties. 
The  war  of  1812  was  well  represented  by  volun- 
teers or  drafted  men  from  this  town.  Amoni^  those 
who  answered  the  call  and  gave  their  services  were 
Joseph  Hazelton,  John  Clark,  Daniel  C.  Tomp- 
kins, Stewart  Bull,  Andrew  Witbeck,  Abram  Ver- 
plank,  Barrent  Mull,  Lieut.  Daniel  Carhart, 
Peter  W.  Ten  Eyck,  Daniel  Green,  William  Sher- 
man, Capt.  John  Carr,  William  H.  Gage,  Har- 
manes  Sickles,  John  McNary,  Elias  Becker  and 
Isaac  Holmes. 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Coeymans 
claims  to  have  furnished  her  quota  of  gallant  vol- 
unteers, who  served  the  country  faithfull}'  and  with 
honor.  From  some  unexplained  cause,  the  officers 
of  the  town  whose  duty  it  was  to  collect  a  complete 
record  of  these  men  have  neglected  to  comply 
with  a  law  of  1865,  as  contained  in  Chapter  690. 
At  this  time,  a  perfect  record  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  that  law  will  be  almost  impos- 
sible'to  obtain. 

There  are  no  military  organizations  in  the  town. 
The  old  military  system  that  once  [irevailed  has 
long  since  been  abandoned,  and  no  s[)ecial  inter- 
est seems  to  interest  the  young  men  in  military 
honors. 

The  history  of  the  Lulians  furnishes  little  of  any 
reliability  or  more  than  ordinary  tradition,  which 


cannot  always  be  taken  as  trustworthy,  and  current 
report,  which  is  of  doubtful  authority.  A  small 
number  of  Lidians  belonging  to  the  Oneida  tribe 
lived  in  the  town  after  the  Revolution,  and  re- 
moved to  some  other  more  faVorable  locality. 
They  returned  in  181 2,  after  which  they  became 
wandering  mendicants  through  the  county,  and 
finally  disappeared  from  the  scenes  and  hunting 
grounds  of  their  ancestors. 

After  1785  Albany  served  as  a  distributing 
office  for  the  adjoining  town,  and  mail  matter  was 
delivered  by  post-riders,  who  met  at  certain  points 
to  interchange  letters  and  papers,  and  when  the  busi- 
ness was  insufficient  to  pa}' the  jiostmen,  v^:iluntary 
subscriptions  were  made  by  those  who  were  inter- 
ested in  their  continuance.  Special  fees  were  col- 
lected for  the  delivery  of  newspapers.  Changes 
were  very  slow,  and  post-riders  continued  to  de- 
liver mail  matter  through  the  towns  for  several 
years  after  coaches  were  employed  in  more  im- 
portant places.  Several  men  remember  in  their 
boyhood  mails  being  delivered  in  this  way,  and  it 
was  not  until  after  1820  that  the  more  convenient 
and  safe  mode  was  adopted  of  stage-coaches.  Now 
the  mails  for  Coeymans  are  delivered  daily:  those 
on  the  line  of  railroad  or  steamboat  communication 
receive  the  mails  twice  or  thrice  daily,  while  the 
more  distant  ofhces  are  served  daily,  thus  giving 
ready  and  prompt  communication  with  business 
interests  and  the  news  of  the  world. 

77ic  Coe\/iht!is  Gazi'lte  was  established  in  1S63 
by  Gilbert  C.  Vincent,  who  continued  its  publica- 
tion until  the  fall  of  1864,  when  he  sold  it  to 
Willard  Pond.  Soon  after  it  pai;sed  into  the  hands 
of  Henry  Bronk,  and  subsequently  to  ^IcKee  i 
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Springstcd.  In  December,  1S69,  Mr.  Springsled 
sold  his  iiUorest  to  his  partner,  Thomas  McKee, 
who  continued  its  publication  until  1S71.  In 
1S71  Miller  &  Sherman  established  the  "  Coirma;is 
IlcraU,"  a  weeklv  paper;  Sherman  sold  his  inter- 
est to  IMillcr;  then  Miller  sold  to  S.  H.  &  E.  J. 
Sherman,  the  present  editors  antl  proprietors. 

The  miscellaneous  industries  of  the  township  are 
included  in  the  storage  of  ice,  M'hich  amounts  to 
175,000  tons;  a  brick-yard  owned  by  ?*Ir.  Rouker, 
in  which  2,500,000  brick  are  made.  Whitehead 
&  Brother  ship  from  Coeymans  100,000  tons  of 
molding  sand.  Robb  Carroll,  manufacturers 
of  straw  wrapping  paper;  mills  located  on  Haana- 
krois  Creek,  half  mile  south  of  Coeymans;  were 
established  in  1832,  and  when  in  operation  manu- 
facture two  and  a  half  tons  paper  daily. 

Several  quarries  of  limestone  are  operated,  the 
material  being  used  for  building  purposes,  bridges, 
culverts  and  road-bed.  For  several  years  a 
quarry  at  Mossy  Hill  furnished  large  quantities  of 
bluestone;  the  supply  has  been  exhausted  and  the 
quarry  is  now  abandoned. 

Mr.  Henry  Callanan,  near  South  Bethlehem,  in 
the  town  of  Coeymans,  on  the  line  of  the  West 
Shore  Railroad,  operates  an  extensive  quarry  of 
limestone.  The  material  is  used  for  building 
foundations,  bridges,  culverts  and  railroad  ballast 
Has  an  engine  of  sixty  horse-power,  which  is  con- 
nected with  a  Gates  Stone  Crusher,  and  also  fur- 
nishes the  necessary  motive  power  for  operating  the  j 
quarry.  Many  thousand  yards  of  stone  were  fur-  } 
nished  the  West  Shore  Railroad  in  its  construction. 

About   1845  Philip  Kimmey,   built  at   South  j 
Bethlehem,   in  the  town  of  Cocvmans,  on  the 
Sprayl  Creek,  a  grist  and  saw-mill.    The  mill  work, 
machinery  and  fating  were  done  by  Ira  Yagger, 
millwright. 

These  mills  now  belong  to  Henry  Callanan,  and 
in  1870  were  extended  and  improved  by  additions  ' 


of  machinery.  They  now  consist  of  a  grist-mill 
for  flouring  and  custom  M-ork,  a  saw,  planing  and 
cider  mill,  all  operated  by  a  water-wheel  and 
steam  engine  of  tiiirty-five  horse-power. 

Lot  Van  Duscn,  or,  as  sometimes  called,  Lut 
Wands,  claims  to  have  been  born  near  Lenox, 
Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1773,  and  when  eleven 
years  old  his  mother  brought  him  to  Albany,  and 
there  met  Bishop  Wands,  to  whom  he  was  bound  by 
indenture  until  twenty-one  years  old.  He  remained 
with  Bishop  Wands,  according  to  contract,  after 
which  he  became  his  own  master,  working  among 
the  farmers  in  the  neighborhood,  and  in  time 
accumulated  enough  money  to  buy  a  wife.  She 
was  a  slave,  with  a  small  child,  the  property 
of  Jacob  and  Jehoicam  Veeder,  from  whom  he 
purchased  De}'aun  Van  Guysling  for  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  child  for  twelve  dollars,  thus  com- 
mencing housekeeping  with  a  small  family  about 
1798,  first  in  the  Burnside  house;  then  bought  a 
small  house  in  what  is  now  New  Scotland  village, 
where  he  lived  a  number  of  years;  then  moved  to 
Bethlehem  and  lived  on  the  Ambrose  Wiltsie  farm; 
from  there  to  John  Bullock's  (now  Mosher's),  and  at 
present  living  in  the  town  of  Coeymans,  near  South 
Bethlehem,  on  premises  included  in  Callanau's 
farm,  for  which  he  has  a  deed  during  his  life  time. 
Lot  has  been  married  three  times;  is  the  father 
of  several  children.  The  eldest,  Betsey,  is  living 
and  is  now  past  So  years.  He  lives  with  his  son 
Harrison.  His  bodily  infirmities,  with  the  weight 
of  years,  render  him  quite  helpless,  although  with 
the  aid  of  crutch  and  cane  he  moves  about  for  his 
own  convenience.  He  retains  in  a  remarkable  de- 
gree his  mental  ticulties,  and  relates  with  much 
spirit  many  occurrences  of  his  early  days.  If  his 
record  is  correct,  he  is  in  his  1 1  2th  year,  and  a  hun- 
dred years  ago,  when  he  came  to  Albany,  neither 
the  town  of  Watervliet  nor  Bethlehem  was  or- 
ganized. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  ALBANY. 


JOHN  J.  COLVIX. 

The  paternal  p:rand father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  name 
was  John  Colvin,  was  born  in  Scot- 
kind  in  1752,  near  Castle  Douglas, 
of  renowned  memory,  and  came  to 
this  country  when  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  settled  at  Nine 
Partners,  Dutchess  County,  where  he  lived  until 
his  marriage  with  Sarah  Fuller,  of  Connecticut,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  one  of  the  Fullers  who  lantled 
from  the  ".Mayflower"  at  Plymouth  Rock  in 
1620.  This  grandfather,  soon  after  his  marriage, 
removed  to  a  farm  of  some  three  hundred  acres 
in  the  town  ofCoeymans,  three  miles  west  ofCoey- 
mans  village,  or  landing.  Here,  carrying  on  farm- 
ing, and  blacksmithing  as  well,  for  he  was  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  he  lived  until  January,  1S14, 
when  he  died.  He  was  a  large-sized  man,  of  great 
physical  and  mental  strength,  of  high  character 
and  integrity,  and  eminent  for  his  piety.  He  was 
a  iMember  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  in  181 1, 
being  elected  by  the  county  on  the  same  ticket 
with  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Abraham  Van 
Vechten  and  Abel  French.  He  had  several  sons 
and  daughters.  The  fourth  son  was  John,  who 
was  the  fiithcr  of  jrihn  J.  Colvin,  a  brief  sketch  of 
whose  life  is  subjoined. 

John  J.  Colvin  was  born  at  the  old  Colvin  home- 
stead, in  Coeymans,  Fei)ruary  10,  1S15.  He  has 
been  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Coev- 
mans  for  more  than  lifty  years.  'I'he  death  of  his 
father  when  he  was  but  three  years  okl,  and  other 
circumstances,  all'orded  him  but  lillle  opportunity 
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for  education.  But,  self-asserting  and  self-sustain- 
ing, and  disliking  a  farmer's  life,  he  thought,  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  that  he  would  learn  the 
boot  and  shoe  making  business,  and  to  this  he  be- 
came an  apprentice  with  Levi  Hunt,  at  Coevmans 
Hollow. 

During  this  apprenticeship,  which  continued 
three  years,  and  two  years  subsequent  emi)lo}  ment 
with  'Sir.  ^lunt,  he  managed  to  save  five  hundred 
dollars.  This  accom{)lished,  and  concluiling  that 
boot  and  shoe  making  was  not  his  vocation,  and 
having  by  study  and  application  made  himself 
somewhat  familiar  with  die  general  rudiments  of 
education,  including  arithmetic  and  casting  antl 
keeping  accounts,  he  determined  to  engage  in 
some  undertaking  more  suitable  to  his  tastes 
and  more  stirring  and  active  in  its  character. 
This  he  found  in  the  business  of  buying  and  ship- 
ping tlagging  stone  from  ('oeymans  to  New  York, 
in  ci>mi)any  with  Noble  H.  lohn.-on,  then  a  clerk 
for  Hubbel  i  Keith,  at  Coeymans,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  that  business,  and  who  also  kept  a  grocery 
siwre  there.  Johnson  Colvin  bought  the  interest 
of  Hubbel  &  Keith  in  the  stone  business  and  the 
grocery,  and  continued  to  be  copartners  in  the 
trade  for  ten  vears,  durin''  which  thev  made  con- 
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sidcrablc  money,  and  Mr.  Colvin  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  fi  )i  tune. 

In  1844  Ji>hnson  c*c  Colvin,  havinir  sold  their 
store  property  and  given  up  their  stone  business, 
concluded  to  embark  in  the  forwarding  busi- 
ness from  Coeymans  to  New  York,  and  they 
formed  a  new  copartnership,  taking  in  Henry 
Niles  as  a  third  partner.  The  freighting  business 
at  this  time  was  done  with  sailing  vessels.  The 
business  increased  so  rapidly  that  they  soon  Mere 
obliged  to  add  a  vessel  of  large  size,  which  was 
built  for  them  at  the  shipyard  in  Coxsackie.  The 
vessel  was  called  the  "  Oregon,''  and  was  the 
largest  sloop  of  the  kind  ever  built  for  use  on  the 
upper  HudsDU.  j\Ir.  Colvin  was  the  captain  of  | 
this  vessel,  and  transacted  the  business  for  the  lirm  I 
on  the  river  and  in  tlie  City  of  New  York.  But  it 
was  evident  at  last  that  the  time  for  freighting  for 
sailing  vessels  was  past,  and,  as  the  risk  and  labor 
were  great, .  Air.  Colvin  sold  his  interest  in  the 
business  and  retired.  He  then  commenced  buy  ing 
real  property  at  different  points  in  Coeymans. 
which  he  disposed  of  in  building  lots,  always  add- 
ing to  the  very  respectable  fortune  which  he  had 
accumulated.  During  his  life  Mr.  Colvin  has 
owned  and  disposed  of  large  amounts  of  real  estate 
not  only  in  Coeymans  but  in  Albany  and  other  parts 
of  the  State,  and  in  Illinois,  and  he  is  yet  owner 
of  much  property  of  this  kind. 

In  1849  ^^'^^  again  solicited  to  take  a  third 
interest,  in  connection  with  Lawton  &  Willis,  in 
the  freighting  business,  the  freight  being  then  car- 
ried by  barges  and  steamboat,  and,  on  Mr.  John- 
son's consenting  to  take  an  interest  in  the  concern, 
Mr.  Colvin  became  a  partner  therein.  This  new 
firm  continued  for  four  years,  and,  on  the  with- 
drawal of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  formed  a  connection 
with  Mr.  Schoonniaker,  of  Albany,  in  the  same 
business,  jNIr.  Colvin  withdrew  also,  and,  not 
wishing  to  be  further  interested  in  the  freighting 
business  himself,  he  consented  to  take  charge  as 
captain  of  the  barges,  and  act  as  salesman  in  New 
York  for  the  firm  of  Johnson  &.  Schoonmaker, 
and  was  so  employed  for  some  years. 

Having  by  prudence  and  foresight  accumulated 
a  handsome  fortune,  he  sold  the  McMichael  resi- 
dence, in  which  the  family  had  lived  for  over 
twenty  yeans,  and  purchased  the  homestead,  with 
its  extensive  grounds,  in  the  village  of  Coeymans, 
of  the  estate  of  the  late  Dr.  Blaisdell,  which  he 
has  greatly  added  to  and  im[)roved.  Here  he  has 
lived  ever  since.  Overlooking  the  Hudson  River 
and  Barren  Island,  it  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
residences  in  the  town. 

•  In  1838  Mr.  Colvin  married  Catharine  Lawton, 
a  most  estimable  and  worthy  lady.  The  fruit  "^^f 
the  marriage  has  been  six  children,  three  onlv  of 
whom  survive — one  son  and  two  daughters. 
William  H.  Colvin,  the  son,  is  a  successful  whole- 
sate  merchant  in  Chicago,  being  the  largest  dealer 
in  coffee  west  >  if  New  York  City.  I 
Mr.  Colvin  united  with  the  ]\Iethodist  I'.piscopal  1 
church,  at  Coeymans,  in  1S47,  of  which,  and  as 
one  of  the  trustees,  he  has  since  been  a  consistent 
member  and  liberal  supporter.  | 


In  politics,  Mr.  Colvin  in  early  manhood  unitetl 
with  the  old  ^^  hig  parly.  His  sympathies  were 
with  the  .'^cuthern  bondsmen,  and  upon  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  connected  himself 
with  it,  and  has  ever  since  been  an  active  worker 
and  liberal  giver  toward  the  support  of  its  princi- 
ples and  measures.  During  the  war  he  was  one  of 
the  most  active  supporters  of  the  Union  cause  in 
Albany  County,  rendering  able  service  in  raising 
men  and  money  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
When  the  town  of  Coeymans  was  called  upon  to 
raise  $10,000  he  volunteered  to  advance  the 
amount,  which  was  afierward  acknowledged, 
audited  and  paid  by  the  town  authorities.  He 
I  also  acted  as  treasurer  of  an  organization  which 
I  was  formed  in  the  town  to  aid  sick  and  disabled 
soldiers  on  the  field  and  in  the  hospitals. 

Mr.  Colvin  is  a  cousin-german  to  ex-Senator 
Andrew  J.  Colvin,  of  Albany,  whose  father  was 
James  Colvin,  the  eldest  born  of  the  family.  Per- 
sonally he  is  a  man  of  powerful  physical  frame,  six 
feet  in  height,  of  strongly  marked  features,  and 
natural  mental  characteristics  of  a  high  order,  which 
to  some  degree  account  for  the  success  he  has  met 
with  in  life.  His  career  has  been  such  as  carries 
with  it  food  for  profitable  thought  to  all  who  are 
struggling  at  the  bottom  of  fortune's  ladder;  and, 
reading  its  printed  record,  such  ones  should  take 
hope  for  the  future,  remembering  that  nothing  is 
impossible  to  those  who  strive  bravely  and  long 
and  render  unto  every  man  his  honest  due. 
Cradled  in  poverty,  poorly  equipped  educationally 
to  battle  with  the  world,  yet  Mr.  Colvin  began 
the  fight  with  manful  determination  and  waged  it 
with  an  indomitable  pluck  that  brought  its  rich 
rewards.  While  he  builded  surely,  he  builded 
slowly,  with  inlegrity  as  the  foundation  of  his 
structure,  always  taking  care  to  win  and  keep  un- 
sullied a  good  name,  which  was  worth  more  to  him 
than  any  amount  of  capital  would  have  been  with- 
out it.  Truly,  in  pursuing  the  beaten  path  of 
commerce,  he  has  left  behind  him 

"  Fuotprints  that  perh.^ps  another — 
Some  forlorn  and  ship\\  recked  brother — 
Seeing,  shall  lake  heart  again." 

We  take  pleasure  in  making  mention  of  the 
following  citizens  who.  by  their  guaranteed  support, 
have  helped  to  insure  the  publication  of  this  valu- 
able work  :  Archie  Cullen,  H.  G.  Blodgett,  Ciir. 
Van  Derzee,  And.  J.  Ten  Eyck,  D.  ^I.  Niver, 
J.  D.  Verplanck,  Harvey  Shear,  W.  J.  Cox,  C.  A. 
Shear,  J.  J.  Huyck,  Geor  C.  Lamoreaux,  And.  H. 
Whitbeck,  Wm.  S.  Cole,  Wm.  J.  Lamoreaux, 
Judson  Lamoreaux,  H.  Slingerland,  Peter  Kcefer, 
H.  H.  Van  Derzee,  Jas.  P.  Powell,  J.  H.  Powell, 
E.  H.  Scofield,  Geo.  Bamuis,  Ira  K.  Martin, 
Jeremiah  Robinson,  K.  P.  Bedell,  S.  E.  Davis. 
Capt.  Saml.  Gedncy,  B.  T.  E.  Bronk.  ¥..  E. 
Matthews,  |.  W.  Jolly.  Jno.  B.  Lawton,  Stephen 
j  Tompkins,  William  Nodine.  Jas.  W.  Wiitsie, 
j  Elmer  W  Shear,  Chauncy  Care.  Van  Shear, 
Lansing  Shear,  G.  C.  Wilson,  N.  H.  Palmer,  |no. 
N.  Briggs,  V.  P.  Whitbeck,  Edgar  Powell,"  D. 
I  Whitbeck,  Jacob  Vrooman,  William  Keller,  Theo. 
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Robb,  Qms.  Robb,  Nelson  Carroll,  Ilcnrv  Wal- 
dron,  James  Lasher,  Frank  Holsteud,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
A.  Whiibeck,  I.  ].  Colvin,  A.  J.  Wolf,  W.  B. 
Holmes.  Mrs.  C.  '  B.  Cirill,  C.  R.  Hitchcock, 
A.  D.  lompkins,  'Si.  R.  Grifiin,  Levi  IJlaisdell. 


Pktkr  Keefkr  is  a  resident  of  Kecfer's  Corners 
since  1S43,  which  jilace  was  first  seltleil  in  1792, 
by  Baltus  Keefer,  at  which  time  it  was  a  dense 
wilderness.  Mr.  Keefer  is  cnp;aged  in  farming  and 
is  postmaster  at  Keefcr's  Corners. 
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SITUATION  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

GUILDERLAND  lies  on  the  northern  border  of 
Albany  County,  a  little  west  of  the  center. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  norlli  by  Schenectady  County, 
on  the  cast  by  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  south  by 
Bethlehem  and  New  Scotland,  and  on  the  west  by 
Knox. 

DESCRIPTIVE. 

The  area  of  Guilderland  comprises  about  33,000 
acres,  about  28,000  of  which  is  improved.  Its 
population  in  1S80  was  3,459.  The  town  is  long- 
est from  its  southeast  to  its  northwest, extremity, 
measuring  about  fifteen  miles,  and  the  distance 
from  its  southwest  to  its  northeast  corner  is  about 
eight  miles.  Tlie  surface  is  very  uneven.  In  the 
west  part,  the  Helderbergs  rise  to  a  height  of  800 
feet  above  the  general  level  of  the  valleys.  The 
central  part  is  undulating,  and  the  eastern  part  is 
occupied  by  numerous  sand  ridges.  The  principal 
streams  are  the  Norman's  Kill  and  its  branches, 
Bozen  Kill,  Black  Creek,  Wildehause  Kill  and 
Hunger  Kill.  The  lower  course  of  Norman's  Kill 
in  this  town  is  through  a  narrow  ravine  with  steep 
and  clayey  banks.  The  soil  is  light  and  sandy  in 
the  east,  and  a  gravelly  loam  mixed  with  clay  in  the 
west.  On  the  William  McGowan  farm  is  a  min- 
eral spring  which  has  attracted  some  attention. 
The  town  has  good  railway,  express  and  telegraphic 
facilities. 

settle:\ient. 

In  all  noticeable  characteristics,  the  inhabitants 
of  Guilderland  much  resemble  those  of  the  parent 
town,  Watervliet  ;  frankness,  geniality  and  genuine 
hospitality  being  their  most  distinguishing  traits,  | 
as  they  have  been  of  the  early  Dutch  settlers  and 
their  descendants  everywhere.  The  tuwn  was  for- 
merly included  within  the  patroon's  patent,  and  all 
the  fiirmers  were  under  obligation  to  pay  tithes  of  \ 
wheat,  chickens  and  wood.    This  system,  in  time,  I 


produced  discontent,  which  rose  to  the  abs(_>lute  pi  nnt 
of  resistance  in  1840,  producing  the  "  Anli-renl 
war."  So  great  a  dissatis^;^ction  existed,  that  the 
patroon  at  last  decided  to  abandon  a  system  of 
lease,  and  sell  the  land  in  fee  simple  for  a  moderate 
price.  Since  that  time  the  march  of  improve- 
ment has  been  rapid.  Fifty  years  ago  there 
were  but  few  painted  houses,  and  dwellings  were 
usually  one-story  structures,  with  back  stoops, 
the  "  front  "  door  (paradoxical  as  it  may  appear) 
being  at  the  rear  of  the  house.  But  these  contained 
an  abundance  of  life's  substantial  Uiings,  with  all 
the  sours  and  sweets  to  give  relish,  with  overflow- 
ing hospitality.  They  have  given  place  to  conven- 
ient and  sightly  buildings,  of  varied  architecture, 
ornamented  and  painted  in  modern  style. 

The  first  settlements  in  the  town  were  made  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  Absence  of  records  prevents 
the  presentation  of  a  circumstantial  account  of  this 
interesting  period.  Brief  mention  maybe  made  of 
some  of  the  earlier  families,  however.  Among  them 
were  the  Crounses,  the  Van  Wormers,  the  Seversons, 
Van  Aernams,  the  Opplys,  the  Frederickses,  the 
Van  Pattens,  the  Groats,  the  Livingstons,  the 
Winnes,  the  Beckers,  the  Ogsburys,  the  Truaxes, 
the  Van  Alstines,  the  Van  Valkenburgs,  llie  Plen- 
dersons,  the  Harts,  the  Barckleys,  the  Hiltons  and 
Fryers.  While  some  of  the  above  names  will 
be  recognized  as  those  of  present  residents  of  the 
town,  some  of  them  are  no  longer  known  within  its 
limits. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War,  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  adhered  to  the  British,  and  the  feuds 
which  grew  up  between  families  anti  neighborhoods 
continued  for  a  long  time.    The  news  of  Bur- 
goyne's  surrender  was  celebrated  by  the  Whigs  by 
j  burning  a  hollow  chestnut  tree  on  an  elevation,  a 
barrel  of  tar  having  previously  been  poured  into 
the  cavity  in  its  trunk.    It  is  not  thought  that  any 
:  important  event,  connected  directly  with  the  strug- 
i  gle  for  independence,  took  place  within  the  bound- 
I  aries  of  the  town,  but  that  it  was  a  period  during 
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which  feeling  ran  liigli,  and  that  the  greatest  soHci- 
tude  was  felt  by  all  classes,  may  be  easily  believed. 
A  half-forgotten  tradition,  tliat  certain  resitlents  of 
the  town,  as  now  bounded,  participated  in  some 
scenes  of  violence  elsewhere,  has  been  related,  but 
it  is  so  shadow}-  and  uncertain  that  its  repctiti<.)n 
here  would  seem  to  be  out  of  place.  The  okl 
Dutch  farmers  were  a  peaceable  people,  antl  it  is 
not  to  be  presumed  that  any  of  them  tram[iled 
needlessly  on  die  rights  ot  any  of  their  neighbors. 
At  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  the  population  of 
tliat  part  of  Watervliet,  which  was  nearly  twenty 
years  later  set  off  to  form  Guilderland,  was  small 
and  scattered  over  considerable  territory,  mostly 
along  the  streams  which  have  their  course  through 
the  town.  The  Dutch  derivation  of  the  name  of 
the  new  town  is  apparent.  It  was  originally 
spelled  Guildcrhuiilt. 

Following  is  "a  list  of  the  persons  residing  in 
the  town  of  Guilderland,  in  the  County  of  Albany, 
who  were  by  law  qualified  and  of  sufllcient  ability 
and  understanding  to  serve  as  jurors,"  as  certified 
by  the  Supervisor,  Town  Clerk  and  Assessors  in 
1803.  Those  not  otherwise  designated  were 
farmers.  The  names  are  spelled  as  upon  the 
record  : 

Job  Earls,  Abraham  Bartlelt,  Abraham  Van  Wic, 
Simeon  Rel\'ca,  Levy  Rel_\'ea,  Isaac  W.  Fryer, 
David  Relyea,  Jr.,  George  Jkown,  Peter  Veeder, 
Christian  Truax,  Jr.  (innkeeper),  Lawrence  Van 
Kleeck,  Abraham  Turk,  John  Banker,  John  Joice, 
James  J\I.  La  Grange,  John  Van  Schaick,  fonas 
Smith,  Petrus  Van  Patten,  Abraham  Kelder, 
Jelles  Truax,  Albert  \'an  Fluesen,  Abraham  Sjiour, 
Andrew  Murray,  Ezra  Spalding,  Frederick  Mvn- 
derse,  Robert  Dollar,  James  Irwin,  Reuben  Earls, 
Peter  La  Grange,  John  Devoe,  David  Eogardus 
(carpenter),  Jacob  C.  Truax,  John  Beebe,  William 
Davis,  Peter  Wurmer,  John  Fryer,  Aaron  Wurmer. 
Isaac  A.  Wurmer,  Amos  Goodfellow,  I\Iichael 
Van  Schaick,  Peter  McDougal,  Christopher  Batter- 
man  (innkeeper),  Peter  Becker,  Henry  Shaver, 
Nicholson  Severson,  John  Shoudy  (blacksmith), 
George  Van  Arnum,  Henry  Van  Arnum,  Frederick 
Crounce,  Conrad  Crounce,  John  Crcmnce,  Martin 
Blessing,  ^latthias  Ilallenbeck,  Nicholas  Winne, 
John  Mann,  Garret  Long  (carpenter),  Nicholas  V. 
Mynderse  (merchant),  Henry  Jacobson,  Peter  I. 
Li-vin.'ston,  Michael  S.  Frederick,  Matthias  Fred- 
erick, Jacob  Relyea,  John  Bloemendall,  Jacob  La 
Grange,  Samuel  Covenhoven,  Peter  Van  Aucken. 
Cornelius  \'an  Valkenburgh,  Barent  Van  Waggoner, 
David  Ogsbury,  Henry  Apjile,  PeterTraber,  Charles 
Traber,  Henry  Shoudy,  Volkert  Jacobsi)n,  Adam 
A.  Vrooman,  Nicholas  .\.  Sixby,  Thomas  Beebe, 
John  Weaver,  Jr.,  Philip  Schell,  Henry  \'an  Schoon- 
hoven,  John  N.  Clute,  James  Platto,  Jacob  N. 
Clute,  Evert  \'an  Arnum,  George  Scrapper,  .\ndrew 
Spaarbeck,  William  Snyder,  James  Ray,  Charles 


Shaver,  Martin  Spearbeck,  Isaac  J.  \'an  Arnum, 
Jacob  Sitterly,  Ik-njamin  Wilbore,  David  Wilbore, 
James  Shaw,  Robert  Grey,  John  Douglas,  Simeon 
Lanehart,  Henry  Lanehart,  Thomas  \'an  Arnum. 
John  Jacob  Van  Arnum,  John  Lanehart,  Gbeiliah 
Cooper,  Jacob  M.  De  Forest,  Garret  O.  Lansing, 
John  M.  Van  Der  Pool,  Henry  Van  Auken,  Levy 
Van  Auken,  John  Howard,  Adam  Hilton,  George 
Severson,  John  Hilton,  Daniel  Wolford,  Henry  I. 
Schoonmaker,  Henry  Van  Beuren,  Charles  II. 
Pluner,  Peter  N.  ^'an  Patten  (merchant).  Michael 
Barclav,  James  McKee,  Nicholas  Beyer  (innkeeper), 
William  Hilton  (carpenter),  Philip  Fetlerly,  John 
Whetsell,  Benjamin  \\'alker,  Thomas  Beaver,  \'in- 
cent  Springer,  Benjamin  Howe,  Benjamin  Howe, 
]r. ,  John  F.  Quackenbush,  xVbraham  P.  Truax, 
John  Ramsay,  Frederick  Ramsay,  Philip  Ramsay, 
"Richard  \^'ard,  Christian  Caley,  Jr.,  Bartholomew 
Sharp,  John  Sharp,  Jolm  Waggoner,  John  \'ine, 
Nathan  Fitch,  Thomas  Mezeck,  John  bchell,  Wil- 
liam Von  Arnum,  Isaac  Hallenbeck,  Jacob  Totten, 
John  Ward,  Silas  Hotan,  Peter  Relyea,  George 
Van  Nest  and  Stephen  Pankburn. 

A  similar  list,  compiled  in  1824,  included  the 
following  names: 

George  Batterman,  Jonathan  Brown,  Simon 
Brodt,  Thomas  T.  Beebe,  Abijah  Beebe,  William  S. 
Beebe,  ]\Iartin  Blessing,  Adam  Blessing,  Peter 
Bloomindall,  Adam  Bloomindall,  Abram  Bartlett, 
Jr.,  John  Beebe,  Jacob  Bensen,  Jonathan  Becker, 
Thomas  W.  Beebe,  James  Cassidy,  Henry  Cram, 
Philip  Crounse,  Jr.,  Nicholas  Crounse,  Conrad 
Crounse,  John  Crounse,  Jacob  N.  Clute,  John  N. 
Clute,  William  Clute,  Christian  Caly,  Abraham  Cass, 
John  Chase,  Wilhelmus  Devoe,  Henry  Frederick, 
Matthias  M.  Frederick,  John  I.  Fryer,  Jacob  Fryer, 
Wdliam  Fisher,  Henry  R.  Furbeck,  Abraham  Fryer, 
Cornelius  Goodfellow,  Simon  Grote,Jellis  (  jray,  Peter 
Hilton.  Jr.,  Gershom  Hungerford,  Isaac  Hallen- 
beck, Jacoli  Hallenbeck.  David  Hart,  James  Hilton, 
Robert  H.  Howard,  William  Humphrey,  James 
Houghton,  Henry  Jacobson,  J'")nattian  Johnson, 
Frederick  Kunholtz,  Christopher  Keenholtz,  Jacob 
I.  La  Grange,  Aaron  Livingston.  James  M.  La 
Grange,  Peter  I.  Livingston,  Peter  Livingston, 
John  1.  Livingston,  Andrew  La  Grange,  Peter  1). 
La  Grange,  Simeon  Lanehart,  Michael  Lanehart, 
John  F.  Mvnderse,  John  McKown,  Jonathan 
^lynderse,  Myndert  Myntlerse,  John  Mann.  Cor- 
nelius Mann,  John  Merrick,  Thomas  Ostrander, 
John  D.  Ogsbury,  David  Ogsbury,  Jr.,  Peter  Ogs- 
bury, Andrew  Ostrander,  Barent  Ostrander,  Sam- 
uel Ostrander,  Christian  Ostrander,  Stephen  Pang- 
burn,  William  Pangburn,  Jr.,  David  Pratt,  Isaac 
(Quackenbush,  Jolm  F.  (Quackenbush,  Jacob 
(Quackenbush,  Alyndert  Relyea,  Jacob  I).  Relyea, 
David  Relyea,  David  L.  Relyea,  Levi  Relyea,  (jiles 
Riggles,  David  P.  Relyea,  Adam  Relyea,  Peter  D. 
Relyea,  John  Shoudy,  Martin  I.  Siver,  Jonas  Smith. 
Jacob  Spoor,  Joseph  Spoor,  William  Spoor,  John 
Shoud\",  Jr.,  Nicholas  Severson,  Frederick  Severson, 
Gcc-irge  S'everson,  Adam  ScratVord.  Henry  C.  Shover, 
Christian  ScratTi  >rd.  Jacob  Silterley,  Peter  Shaver,  John 
Sharp,  Tunis  Slingerland,  Amlrew  Sharp,  John  H. 
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Shaver,  Jacob  Schell,  Abram  Sitterly,  Nicholas 
Snyder,  Charles  Scraftbrd,  Charles  Traber,  F.  Van 
Valkenburjrh,  Albert  Van  Musen,  John  Van  Husen, 
John  Van  Valkenburi,di,  Volkert  Veeder,  Simeon 
Veeder,  IMyndert  Veeder,  Nicholas  V.  Van  Patten, 
Thomas  Van  Aernam,  Geor<:c  \'an  Aernam,  Henrv 
Van  Valkenburi^'h,  Nicholas  Van  \'a!kcnburi^h, 
Nicholas  A.  Van  Patten,  Henry  Van  Aernam,  fuhn 
I.  Van  Patten,  Simon  Van  Auken,  John  Van 
\\'aggoner,  Richard  Van  Cleeck,  Gershom  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Iltnry  I.  \'ine,  Aaron  A.  Van 
Wormer,  Jeremiah  \'an  Auken,  Jacob  Van  Auken, 
Abraham  Vanderpool,  Cornelius  ^\'o^mer,  Peter 
Wormer,  Noah  S.  Wood,  John  \\'eitzel,  Cornelius 
H.  Waldron,  Peter  Walker,  Jesse  White,  Peter 
Waggoner,  John  Westfall,  John  \\'ard,  john  W. 
Ward,  Andrew  I.  Ward,  Richard  Walker.  Jacob 
\\'eaver,  John  I.  Weaver,  Andrew  \\'ilkins,  james 
Wormer,  Frederick  Waggoner. 

In  common  with  others  of  their  time,  some  of 
the  wealthier  of  the  early  residents  of  Guilderland 
were  owners  of  slaves.  Of  course,  no  one  held  a 
large  number,  and  the  system  was  totally  unlike 
that  which  obtained  in  the  South.  It  is  said  that 
the  Dutch  farmers  profited  but  lightly  from  their 
human  property  in  the  long  run,  and  were  glad 
enough  to  give  the  negroes  their  frecd(:)m  when 
public  sentiment  favored  such  a  measure.  It  was 
not  until  some  years  of  the  present  century  had 
passed  that  this  mild  slavery  ceased  to  exist.  No 
record  of  its  operations  prior  to  the  organization 
of  the  town  is  to  be  found,  but  some  extracts  from 
the  town  book  entered  during  the  period  immedi- 
ately succeeding  the  erecdon  of  Guilderland  are 
given  as  possessing  a  curious  interest  at  this 
time  : 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  my  negro  wench  slave 
named  Susan  was,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  ^larch, 
1803,  delivered  of  a  black  female  child,  and  that 
the  same  is  named  Gin,  and  that  the  same  is  my 
propert)- ;  and  I  do  hereby  further  give  notice  that 
I  shall  abandon  the  same  agreeable  to  the  act  in 
that  case  made  and  provided.  Dated  this  28th 
day  of  May,  1S03.  Peter  Veeder. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  FREDERICK  CROUNXE. 

I  do  hereby  give  notice  that  my  negro  wench 
slave  named  Dianna  was,  on  the  20th  dav  of  Mav, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S02,  delivered  of  a  black 
male  child  named  Simon,  and  that  I  shall  abandon 
the  said  child  agreeable  t(^  the  act  in  that  case 
made  and  provided.  Dated  this  2Sth  dav  of 
April,  1803.  P'rederick  Crou.nxe. 

I  do  hereby  give  notice  that  my  negro  wench 
Gin  was,  on  the  21st  January,  1803,  tlelivered  uf 
a  male  black  child  named  Veat,  and  that  I  do 
hereby  also  abandon  the  .said  child  agreeable  to  ihe 
act  in  that  ca.se  made  and  proviilcd.  Nuvcnibcr 
19.  1803.  John-  IJow.vkd. 


County  of  Ai.h.\nv,  ss.  : 

These  may  certify  that  I,  John  ]'an  Raissciacr, 
of  the  'Pown  of  Water  Vlcit,  in  the  County  of  Al- 
bany, have  a  female  negro  child,  born  the  31st  uf 
January  last,  named  Jin/c,  of  a  negro  wench  slave 
named  Rose,  which  said  Rose  is  my  property,  and 
I  hereb}-  request  that  an  entry  may  be  made  agree- 
able to  law  ;  and  that  I  hereby  give  notice  that  I 
abandon  the  child  agreeable  to  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided. 

Water  Vleit,  July  14th,  1S02. 

The  above  is  a  copy  taken  from  the  records. 

PE.vr.VMi.v  WiNNE,  Clerk. 

Water  Vleit,  Oct.  23d,  1S03. 

4th  April,  1S03,  town  divided. 

CorxTY  OF  Alb.wy,  ss. : 

These  may  certify  that  I,  Henry  Apple,  of  the 
Town  of  Water  Vleit  and  County  aforesaid,  firmer, 
have  a  male  negro  child,  born  the  twenty-sixth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  named  Jan, 
of  a  negro  slave  JMaria,  which  said  Maria  is  my 
pro])erty,  and  hereby  request  that  an  entry  may  be 
made  that  I  abandon  the  same  agreeable  to  the 
statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Water  Vleit,  21st  May,  1801. 

his 

Henry  x  Apple. 

Mark. 

CorxTY  OF  Albany,  ss. : 

These  may  certify  that  I,  Plenry  Apple,  of  the 
town  of  Water  Vleit  and  County  of  Albany,  farmer, 
have  a  female  negro  child,  born  the  seventh  day 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
one,  named  Gin,  of  a  negro  slaxe  named  Maria, 
which  said  Maria  is  my  Property;  and  I  hereby 
request  an  entry  may  be  made  that  I  abandon  the 
same  agreeable  to  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
and  provided. 

Water  Meit,  June  24,  1S02. 

his 

Henry  x  Apple. 

Mark. 

The  above  are  copies  taken  from  the  records  of 
the  town  of  Water  Vleit.  20th  January,  1804. 

Benjamin  Wixxe,  Clerk. 

County  of  Albany,  ss. : 

These  may  certify  that  I,  Henry  Apple,  of  the 
town  of  Guilderland  and  County  of  Albany, 
farmer,  have  a  male  negro  child,  born  the  9th 
Deccmlier,  1802,  named  Joe,  of  a  negro  slave 
named  -Maria,,  which  said  iNIaria  is  my  Property, 
and  I  hereby  request  that  an  entry  may  be  made 
that  I  abandon  the  same  agreeable  to  the  statute  in 
this  case  made  and  jjroviiled. 

Guilderland,  5th  September,  1803. 

his 

Henry  x  Apple. 
Mark. 

County  OF  Albany,  ss. : 

1  hese  may  cerlifv  that  I,  James  M.  I.a 
Grange,  of  the  town  of  (  hiihlcrland  and  County 
aforesaid,  farmer,  have  a  male  negro  child,  born 
the  29th  September,  1S03,  named  Jock,  of  a  negro 
slave  named  Pha  iie,  which  said  Fheohe  is  my  prop- 


:  !•>  l>. •.;.>(>  ■.'u:m.'\   ir       v  •  .  ' 'Syri 


- .  .  1 :. 
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erty;  and  I  do  hereby  request  that  an  entry  may 
be  made  that  I  abandon  the  same  agreeal)Ie  to  the 
act  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  Dated  this 
lyth  March,  1804.  James  M.  La  Grange. 


NAME. 


J.  p.  0.c*nry  

i*eler  j.  Ossbury  

Abrum  A.  Ty?<-'i-t  

Andrew  A.  ScrallurJ  

Wesley  Schoolcraft  

Henry  C.  Hillon  

G.  Tygtrt  

Abram  Huz/oe  

Louise  M.  K.-iIey  

Mrs.  John  Gardner  

Addison  Van  Aul^tn  

J.  H.  Pangburn  

Wm.  D.  Strevcll  

James  A.  Crounse  

Frederick  Van  Wie  

George  Cliue  

Henry  W'itherwax  

Andrew  ,M.  La  Grange. . . 


Abram  Coss  

Daniel  Van  Hiisen  

John  (^iiiackenbiish  

F.  V.  McKown  

Willard  DetVeest  

John  Crainnie  

J.  Christian  Hcin  

Charles  H.  Hi  in  

Henry  E.  L)ruinm  

Thomas  Holmes  

Wm.  McKown  

James  Crounse  

J.  H.  Heck  

A.  P.  Ludden  

Jacob  A.  Crounse  

J.  C.  Chism  

D.  F.  Van  Aken  

Conrad  H.  Crounse  

James  A.  Hilton  

Jacob  A.  Seraffurd  

AdamS   West  fall  

Dewit  C.  Thomas  

Jacob  HuUenbeck  

John  L.  Mynders  

S.  H.  I.iinhart  

Willard  G.  Davis  


ORGANIZATION. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  legal 
erection  of  the  town  of  Guilderland  : 

"  LAWS  of  NEW  YORK.  26th  .Session  ; 
GEORGE  CLINTON,  Esq.,  Governor.  Chapter 
XIX.  Contents: 

"  I.  Town  of  Guilderlandt  erected  from  part  of 
the  town  of  Watervliet. 

"  2.  Residue  of  Watervliet  to  remain  a  separate 
town. 

"3.  Supervisors  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
their  duty. 

"  An  Act  for  dividing  Ih,:  Tuivn  0/  Walcrvlict,  in 
ihe  County  of  Albany. 

"  BE  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assemblv,  that  I 
from  and  after  the  fourth  dav  of  April  next,  all  that 
part  of  the  town  of  Watervliet,  in  the  County  of 
Albany,  within  tlie  fiilowing  bounds,  to  wit: 
Bounded  on  the  west  by  the  town  of  Bern,  north- 


Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  at 
this  time  are  the  following',  several  others  being 
represented  by  portraits  and  biographical  sketches: 


west  by  Princetown,  northerly  by  the  City  of  Sche- 
nectady, and  north  by  the  south  bounds  of  the 
City  of  Albany,  be,  and  hereby  is,  erected  into  a 
separate  town  by  the  name  of  Guilderlandt,  and 
the  fiist  town  meeting  shall  be  held  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  Henry  Apple,  in  said  town. 

"  And  he  it  furtJier  enacted.  That  all  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  town  of  Watervliet  shall  be  and  re- 
main a  separate  town,  by  the  name  of  Watervliet. 
and  the  first  town  meeting  in  the  said  town  of  Wa- 
tervliet shall  be  held  at  tlie  dwelling  house  of  Wil- 
liam Kain,  in  said  town. 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  next,  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  the  Supervisors  of  said 
towns  shall,  after  due  notice  being  given  for  that 
purpose,  by  the  Supervisors  of  said  towns,  meet  to- 
gether and  apportion  the  mr.nev  and  poor  belong- 
ing to  the  saiti  town  of  Watervliet  pre\ious  to  the 
division  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  last  State  tax  li^t; 
and  that  forever  thereafter  each  of  the  said  tow  ns 
shall  support  and  maintain  its  own  poor. 


Birthplace. 


'Guilderland  

1  ( iniiilerland  

t  "jiiilderland  

( liiilderland  

( IniMerland  

Gudderiand  


Date  of 
Birth. 


Nov.  7, 
Jan.  2, 
.  June  18, 
'  .^Lay  22, 
Nov.  3, 
May  M, 


Gudderiand   Oct 


Guilderland  

  Oct.  30, 

Ciuilderland  (Mar.  lo, 

( iuilderlaiid  !Feb.  17, 

tSuilderland  :  Aug.  29, 

jGuilderland  !Aug.  i, 

[Guilderland   May  25, 


'Guilderland. .. 
^Guilderland... 
iGuilderland . . . 
jGuilderland,,. 


Aug.  16, 
Mar.  12, 
Oct.  31, 
Sept.  9, 


June  20, 
IJuly  24, 
ijan.  22, 
\  April  7, 
!july, 
\  Eeb .  26, 
j  Feb.  22, 
I  Sept.  4, 
I  Dec.  7, 

Nov.  21, 

July  13, 

I  Dec.  S, 
ljuly  II, 


Knowersville  ijuly  23, 

Schenectady  !jan.  18, 

jGuilderland  j  Sept.  28, 

Guilderland   .\pril  18, 

Guilderland  16, 

Schenectady   Nov.  i, 

Guilderland  ..lAug.  28, 

Guilderland  Ijan.  7, 

f.iudderland . . .".  !  Jan .  8, 

( iuildi'rland  iJuly  25, 

I  nidiJerland  j  April  21, 

Guilderland  1  Mar.  i, 


1818 
18,2 
1858 
184, 
1851 

1825 

1812 

185c 

l32C 

185. 

1 85 1 
iS 

181E 

■855 
1838 
1839 


Guilderland  

Guilderland  

I  Guilderland  

Guilderland  

JGuilderland  

■Gudderiand  

'Wurtemberg,  Germany.. . 
,GuiIderUn<-l  

Oni  atta,  Otsego  Co.,N.Y. 
iStalTordshire,  England... 


Guilderland.., 
Knowersville. 


Brunswick,  N.  V. 


To  WHOM  Makried. 


Date  of 
Markiage. 


Margaret  Van  Valkenburg.  Feb.  28, 

 i  January, 

Nfaggie  Fryer  !June  8, 

Soijhia  Becker  ;  Oct.  i, 

.Margaret  iM.  Lainhart  1  Sept.  25, 


OCCLTATION'. 


Catharine  Fuller   lOct.  15, 


Almira  Melius  

Henry  Kaley  

John  Ciardner  

Laura  Crounse  

M.iry  X.  Mynderse  

Sarah  M.  Dc  Voe  

W.  No.  I,  M.iry  L.  Relyea 
Christtanna  Li\ingston.  ... 

Elizabeth  Woodworth  

.Mary  lilessing  

Nancy  M.  Quackenbush. . . 
Lou'.sa  A.  Livingston  


. '  Ian.  22, 
,,Mar.  I. 
,  I  Mar.  12, 
.'July  12, 
,  Dec.  12, 
Jjan.  12, 
.i-M.ir.  3, 
.  j  Nov.  28, 
.  j  .4pril  12, 
.Jan.  ,9, 
,1  Aug.  31, 
, 'Dec.  18, 


Louisa  Fairlee  {Feb.  10, 

Elizabeth  \'an  Schoik  ,  Kebru'y, 

.Margrate  J.  Jewett  j  Ian.  6, 

Jane  Mosher  iJuly  10, 

Fanny  Boomhower  i  Dec.  30, 

Elizabeth  W'innie  !  .\ug.  26, 

-Mary  Scheller  (Nov.  23, 


1841 
1837 
1827 
1820 
1851 
1S08 
1828 
1S50 
1848 
i3i6 

18^2 
1851 
1827 
1816 

1829 
1882 
1833 

1850 
1828, 

1844I  Rebecca  .M.  Sitterly . . 

1834]  Helen  M.  Clapper  

iS39|Phebe  H.  liurdick  

18301  Margaret  Van  .Acernian.. 

1846;  Elizabeth  C.  Wingate  

iS4i|Mary  AL  Frederick  

1814  Mary  Ann  Tygert  


Mary  A.  Potter  'Jan.  7, 

Harriet  Coley...  [April  28, 

Catharine  L.  McMillen  1  Oct.  14, 

Dgr.  of  Rev.  A.  P.  Ludden.  i  July  21, 

Miss  E.  Pearson  ; June  8, 

Caroline  Grove,  of  Morris- 1 

town,  Frederick  Co.  Va..iMay  18, 

Julia  A.  Hilton  Jan.  29, 

Abigail  Lansing                      Nov.  12, 


1839'  Farmer  

1808  Farmer  

iS3i  j  Farmer  

i373lFarnier  

1874  i  Farmer  

, . . .  l'"armer  

1846  Farmer  and  coal 

I  dealer  

1R37  F'armer  

iS7i;Hotc!  

18631  Farmer  

1876;  Farmer  

1852 1  Merchant  

i36i  Dep.  Surrogate. 
1881I 

1850!  Farmer  

1853  j  Fanner  

1875 ,  Farmer  

i86c  I  Farmer  

1S621  Farmer  and  deal- 
i  er  in  imported 
I  stock  

1875  Farmer  

1859  Farmer  

1849  Farmer  

1S4S  Farmer  

1S74  Farmer  

1832  Farmer  

iSsii  Wagon  man'f'r. 

 :  Blacksmith  

1S72  Carpenter  

1S42  Farmer  

I 

1S63' Retired  farmer. 

]8So'  

1S52,  Reverend  


Post-office. 


Rnowersville. 
Rnowcrsv 
K.nowersvil  ie. 
Know  ersvillc. 
Knowersville, 
Knowersville. 

FuUer'sStalion. 

Knuwer.--villt!. 

L)unsviUe. 

Knowersville. 

t  (uilderland. 

KnowersN  lUe. 

Knowersville. 

Guilderl:ind. 
("luiiderlan  J. 
Guilderl.'tnil, 
Gudderiand. 


Guilderland. 

Fuller's  iiation. 

Fuller's  Staiion. 

Sloan's. 

Sloan's. 

Sloan's. 

Sloan's. 

Sloan's. 

Sloan's. 

Sloan's. 

23  Dove  street, 

Albany. 
Sloan's. 
Knowersville. 
Knowersville. 


18^5  Reverend  

[856  Farmer  

. ...  Insurance  agent. 
i36i,M.  D  


. .  I  Dec. 
..(Jan. 


. . . .  iFarmer  

....  Fanner  

1S72  Farmer  

1865  Farmer  

1840  Farmer  , 

Sept.  30,  1S59,  Farmer  , 

1879  Farmer  , 

1S64'  F.armer  , 

1846  Farmer  , 


!Sept.  2;, 
!  Mar.  3, 


Knowersville. 

Knowersville. 

KnowersN  ille. 

Guilderland 
j  Center. 

Gudderiand. 
'Guilderriaiul. 

( iuilderland. 

Guilderland. 

Guilderland. 

Guilderland. 

I  Iuilderland, 

Guilderland. 

Guilderland. 


.■J 
.'A 


■en. 


.:■  ..  .... 

>  ;,  -   

f   
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"State  OF  New  York. 

" /«  Assembly,  Fehntaiy  i6th,  1S03. 

"  'Jliis  bill  havini,^  been  read  the  third  time — 
"  Kfsolved,  That  tlic  bill  do  pass. 

By  order  of  tJic  Asseinhlv, 

"Thomas  Stekm,  Speaker. 

"State  of  New  York. 
'■'In  Senate,  February  24th,  1S03. 

"This  bill  having  been  read  the  third  time— 
"  Ri-sqhed,  That  the  bill  do  pass. 
' '  By  order  of  /he  Scna/e, 

"Jer.  Y.vx  Rexsselaek,  President. 

"  Is  Council  of  Revisiox. 
"February  the  26th,  1803. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  does  not  appear  improper  to  the 
Council  that  this  bill  should  become  a  law  of  this  State. 

"George  Clixtox. " 

The  original  boundaries  of  this  town  have  been 
somewhat  altered  by  municipal  changes  both  in 
Albany  and  Schenectady  counties.  A  portion  of 
the  City  of  Albany  was  annexed  in  1870,  and 
has  since  formed  Guilderland's  entire  western 
boundary. 

From  THE  Records,  1S03, 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
the  Legislature  erecting  the  town,  the  first  town 
meeting  in  Guilderlandt  was  held  at  the  h'juse  of 
Henry  Apple,  on  Tuesday,  April  5,  1803,  at 
which  the  fullowing  regulations  were  adopted: 

1st.  Kesohcd,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  hogs  to  run 
at  large  lx:yond  the  inclosure  of  the  owner. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  stallions  of  the  age  of  two  years  and 
upward  shall  not  be  suffered  to  go  at  large  beyond  the  in- 
closure ot  the  owner  under  a  penalty  of  five  dollars. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  thirty  dollars  shall  be 
paid  by  this  town  to  any  person  killing  a  wolf  running  wild 
within  said  town. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  the  compensation  to  fence  viewers 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  lor 
every  day  that  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  l>e  actually 
acting  in  that  capacity. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  the  next  town  meeting  shall  be  held 
at  the  house  of  Henry  Apple,  in  said  town. 

6th.  Resolved,  That  at  the  next  town  meeting  the  inhab- 
itants shall  vote  liy  ballot. 

At  the  same  time  and  place  the  following  town 
oflicers  were  chosen  : 

Supervisor,  Nicholas  V.  IMynderse  ;  Town  Clerk, 
."''iter  C.  Veeder ;  Assessors,  Isaac  V^an  Aernam, 
Abraham  Veeder  and  Peter  Relyea  ;  Commission- 
ers of  Highways,  David  Ogbury,  Frederick 
Crouhcc  and  Charles  Shaver  ;  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  Jacob  Van  Aernam,  Simeon  Relyea  ;  Col- 
lector, Henry  (Jstrander  ;  Constables,  Frederick 
Seger,  Asa  Hutchinson,  Peter  Tarpenning  and 
Jasper  Hilton;  Poundmaster,  Volkert  Jacobson  ; 
Fenceviewers,  Nicholas  \'an  Patten,  Asa  Hutchin- 
son, Peter  Traber  and  Robert  ( irey  ;  (Jverseers  of 
Highways,  Jaco!)  [,a  (jrange,  Peter  I,a  fjrange, 
Thomas  Mesick,  Niciiolas  Van  Patten,  John  Groat, 
Peter  Traber,  Amos  Goodfcllow,  James  M.  La 


Grange,  Isaac  Van  Aernam,  P.enjamin  Wilborc, 
James  Piatt,  John  ^furray,  Walter  Vrooman, 
Adam  Hilton,  Matdiias  Hallenbeck,  Peter  Pow- 
rnan,  George  Urown,  Abraham  \'eeder  and  Ezra 
Spalding. 

Below  will  be  fountl  further  extracts  from  the 
Records  during  the  first  year  of  Guilderland's  ex- 
istence as  a  township  : 

The  following  number  of  votes  were  given  for 
the  following  persons  for  Senators  in  the  Town  of 
Guilderlnnd,  in  the  County  of  Albany,  at  an  elec- 
tion held  in  said  town,  commencing  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  and  closing  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  the  same  month  in  the  same  year  : 

John  Tayler  72    Stephen  Lusk  4''' 

John  Woodworth  ..67    I\Ioses  Vail  47 

Simon  Veeder  67    Daniel  Paris  47 

J^dward  Savage. .  .  .67    I'',benezer Clark  47 

Thomas  Treadwell.67    William  Bailey  44 


N.  V.  ]\Iyxderse, 
Abraham  Veeder, 
Isaac  Vax  Aernam, 
Peter  Relyea, 
Peter  C.  Veeder, 


Inspectors. 


The  following  number  of  votes  were  given  for 
the  following  persons  lor  Members  of  Assembly  for 
the  County  of  Alban\'  in  the  'Pown  of  Guilderland 
in  said  county,  at  an  election  held  in  said  town, 
commencing  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
and  closing  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  same 
month,  in  the  same  year  ; 

James  Emmott  66    Peter  Gansevoort,  Jr..  96 

M.  Scliermerhorn.  . .  66    Henry  Quackenbush  .  .  97 

John  i3eekman,  Jr..  66    Nathan  Dayton  96 

John  Jost  Dietz.  .  .  .66    John  Jackson  Ir  94 

Peter  S.  Schuyler.  ..66    Nathaniel  Gallup  96 

INIoses  Smith  66    Isaac  D.  Ver  Plank.  .  .97 

Nathan  Stanton   i    Nathan  Gallu|)   i 

John  Jackson   3    Peter  Gansevoort   i 

N.  V.  jMynderse,  "I 

Abraham  Vekder,  | 

Isaac  Van  Aerxam,  |-  Inspectors. 
'      Peter  Relyea,  | 

Peter  C.  Veeder,  J 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Excise  for 
the  Town  of  (iuilderland,  in  the  County  of  Albanv, 
at  the  house  of  Henry  Apple,  in  said  town,  on 
the  third  day  of  INIay,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  c^rne 
thousand  eight  humlred  and  three,  Reso/ied, 
That  licenses  and  permits  for  retailing  strong  antl 
spirituous  liquors  be  granted  to  the  following  per- 
sons at  the  following  rates  of  excise  : 

Christopher  Batterman,  on  the  Schoharie  road, 
$6.50. 

John  Weaver,  on  the  State  road,  $7.50. 
Philip  Schell,  on  thelState  road,  $7. 
George  Severson,  on  the  Scholiarie  road,  S7.50. 
Nicholas  Beyer,  on  the  Schoharie  road.  55.50. 
John  Danker,  on  the  .Schoharie  road,  $6. 
Peter  Bowman,  on  the  State  ri_>ad,  $3.  50. 
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Frederick  Soger,  on  ihe  Schoharie  road,  $5. 
Peter  Tnil)cr,  on  the  road  to  Schenectady,  $5. 
Jeremiali  Van  Rensselaer  (permit). 
Nicholas  V.  Myndcrse  (porniit). 
Isaac  Vrooman,  on  the  Schoharie  road,  $5. 
Simeon  Relyea  (permit). 
John  F.  Quackenbush,  on  the  State  road,  $5. 
Jacob  Totten,  on  the  State  road,  S5. 
Ilenry  Apple,  on  the  Schoharie  road,  $9. 
Frederick  Friodcndall,  on  the  Schoharie  road,  $6. 
James  D.  La  Grange,  on  the  Sciioharie  road, 
$6.50. 

Abraham  P.  IVuax,  on  the  State  road,  $6. 
Present  :  Nicliolas  Mynderse,  Supervisor. 

VOLKERT  VkEDEK,  "| 

Petkr  C.  Veeder,  [  Jitsiices  of 

Jamks  Hexdekson,  \  the  Peace. 

Lawrence  ScHooixRAn',  J 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Excise,  "  licenses  and  permits  to  retail 
strong  and  spirituous  liquors  "  were  granted  to  the 
following  persons  : 

Peter  Van  Patten,  on  the  Schoharie  road  (jier- 
mit). 

Wait  Barrett,  on  the  State  road,  $5. 
Benjamin  Horne,  on  the  State  road,  $5.50. 
Frederick  Ramsa_\-,  on  the  State  road,  $6. 
Ezra  Spalding,  on  the  Normanskiil  road,  $5. 
Christian  Truax,  on  the  Schoharie  road,  $5. 
Gerrit  G.  Van  Zandt,   on  the  New  Turnpike 
road,  >5;5. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Excise 
licenses  and  permits  were  granted  to  the  following 
persons,  to  wit  :  To  John  Schoolcraft  and  George 
Chisni,  tavern  licenses  at  five  dollars  each,  and  a 
permit  to  John  Sloan  at  five  dollars — all  which  was 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Nicholas  V.  Mynderse." 

The  following  notices  of  "  astrays  "  may  not  be 
without  interest  : 

"Broke  into  the  enclosure  of  the  subscriber,  on  the 
8th  day  of  August,  instant,  a  sorel  mare,  with  four 
white  feet  and  a  broad  white  stripe  on  her  forehead; 
her  foretop  cropt.     Dated  this  loth  August,  1803. 

"John  F.  Quackenblsh.  ' 

"Broke  into  my  enclosure,  in  the  latter  part  of 
August  last,  a  red  cow,  with  some  brindle  below 
her  cars,  some  white  on  her  belly  and  bag,  and 
about  six  or  seven  years  old.  September  i  5th,  1803. 

"  Peter  Trader.  " 

"Broke  into  the  enclosure  of  the  subscriber,  the 
first  day  of  September  last,  a  yearling  heifer, 
marked  with  a  piece  cut  otf  the  left  ear  and  a  slit  in 
the  right  ear  ;  brown,  with  a  white  stripe  over  its 
back  ;  white  head  and  hind  feet.  December  5th, 
1803. 

"  Charles  Shaver." 
"Broke  into  the  enclosure  of  th  :  subscriber,  a 
black  cow,  with  a  jnece  cut  otT  both  her  ears  ;  a 
white  face,  with  black  round  both  eyes,  and  large 
horns.    December  17th,  1S03. 

' ' Stephen  Pankelrx.  " 


"Came  into  the  pasture  of  the  subscriber,  the 
latter  end  of  October  last,  two  red  steers  ;  the  one 
has  a  white  face,  the  other  not  ;  they  are  two  years 
and  a  half  old.    Dated  the  2&ih  January,  1S04. 

"John  Joycp:." 

' '  Came  into  the  enclosure  of  the  subscriber,  some 
time  in  the  first  part  of  January,  instant,  three 
stray  sheep,  one  of  which  had  a  piece  cut  off  both 
ears,  and  the  other  two  had  no  particular  mark 
whatsoever.    Dated  2yth  January,  1S04. 

"  Peter  Bowman." 

The  following  marks  for  the  identification  of 
stray  live  stock  were  recorded  : 

"  Mark  of  the  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  of  Adam 
A,  Vrooman,  recorded  the  aSth  day  of  ]\Iay,  1803, 
to  wit:  a  half  moon  cut  out  of  the  back  side  of  the 
right  ear  and  a  small  piece  cut  olT  the  left  ear. 

'*  These  may  certify  that  the  subscriber  do  use 
the  following  marks  upon  my  creatures,  to  mIi: 
cattle  and  hogs,  a  hole  cut  in  left  car  :  and  my 
sheep,  a  piece  cut  ofT  both  ears.  Dated  this  27111 
day  of  January,  1804. 

"  Evert  Van  Arnl  m." 

"  I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following  is  the 
mark  I  use  on  my  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  to  wit: 
an  half  moon  cut  out  of  the  front  side  of  each  ear. 
January  27th,  1804. 

"Thomas  Van  Arnim. " 

"I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  use  the  following  as 
a  mark  of  my  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  to  wit:  a 
piece  cut  off  the  left  ear,  and  a  piece  in  the  shape 
of  the  letter  V  cut  out  of  the  right  ear.  Dated  loth 
February,  1804. 

"Henry  Van  Arnlm." 

]March  24,  1884.  it  was  "resolved  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Highways  of  the  town  of  Guilder- 
land  that  the  town  be  divided  in  the  following  rwad 
districts  : 

No.  I.  To  commence  on  the  western  line  of  the 
town,  the  Schoharie  road,  and  thence  down  said 
road  to  where  the  road  leading  from  the  northern 
part  of  the  town  of  Berne  comes  into  the  said 
Schoharie  road. 

No.  2.  To  commence  on  the  east  line  of  the 
town  of  Berne,  and  thence  drnvn  the  road  leading 
from  that  part  of  the  town  of  Berne  called  the  New 
Township  to  the  Schoharie  road,  and  thence  down 
said  road  to  the  house  of  Michael  Barcklay. 

No.  3.  To  commence  at  the  house  of  ^^lichael 
Barcklay,  and  thence  down  the  Schoharie  road  so 
as  to  include  the  bridge  across  the  Black  Crock  I  'n 
said  road. 

No.  4.  To  commence  on  the  east  end  of  th.e 
bridge  across  the  Black  Creek  on  the  Schoharie 
road,  and  thence  down  said  road  to  the  store  of 
Nicholas  V.  ■\Iyndcrse,  and  from  the  road  leading 
from  the  Schoharie  road  to  Jacob  ^"a^  Patten's  to 
the  Paint  Creek. 

No.  5.  To  commence  at  the  Paint  Creek,  and 
from  thence  to  continue  to  the  corporation  line  of 
the  City  of  Albany. 
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No.  6.  To  commence  at  the  hay  scales  in  Ham- 
ilton, and  from  thence  on  the  road  leading  to 
Valkert  \'ecder's,  and  so  on  to  the  corporaliun 
line. 

No.  7.  To  commence  at  tlie  Xorman's  Kill,  at 
AndriesTruax's,  and  from  thence  to  Jonas  Smith's, 
and  thence  on  the  road  leading  to  Abraham  Vee- 
dcr's  mills  to  the  Bethlehem  line,  including  one- 
quarter  of  the  bridge  at  said  mills. 

No.  8.  Beginning  at  the  Schoharie  road,  and 
from  thence  on  the  road  leading  to  Gerrit  Seger's 
to  the  Bethlehem  line,  including  one-quarter  of  the 
bridge  at  Abm.  Vecder's  mills. 

No.  9.  To  include  one-quarter  of  the  bridge  at 
Abm.  Vecder's  mills,  and  from  thence  to  the  Wolf 
Hill. 

No.  10.  To  commence  at  the  Wolf  Hill,  and 
from  thence  to  the  corporation  line  of  the  city  of 
Albany. 

No.  II.  To  commence  at  the  Bethlehem  line, 
and  from  thence  on  the  road  leading  to  Amos 
Goodfellow's  to  IMatthias  S.  Frederick's  ;  also,  to 
include  one-quarter  of  the  bridge  at  Abm.  Veeder's 
mills. 

No.  12.  To  commence  at  the  gate  of  David 
Ogsbury,  and  from  thence  on  the  road  leading  to 
William  Davis's  to  the  I3ethlehem  line,  and  also  to 
include  the  road  leading  from  near  Peter  La 
Grange's  to  the  Salem  road,  nigh  where  David 
iNIann  formerly  resided. 

No.  13.  Beginning  at  Matthias  Frederick's,  and 
from  thence  to  the  Schoharie  road  at  the  store  of 
Nicholas  V.  Mynderse,  and  from  thence  down  that 
road  to  the  road  leading  to  Jacob  Van  Patten's, 
including  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge  at  Ten 
Broeck's  mills. 

No.  14.  To  commence  at  the  swing  gate  of 
Charles  Shaver,  and  thence  down  the  Settlerbergh 
road  to  George  \\'aggoner's. 

No.  15.  To  commence  on  the  Settlerbergh  road 
at  the  gate  of  Jacob  M.  De  Forest,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Berne  road  at  Van  Auken's. 

No.  16.  To  commence  at  George  Scrapper's, 
and  from  thence  to  the  western  turnpike. 

No.  17.  To  commence  at  the  Princetown  line, 
and  from  thence  to  the  house  of  John  Waggoner, 
and  to  assist  in  making  a  new  bridge  at  Becker's  if 
it  should  at  any  time  be  wanted. 

No.  18.  From  the  house  of  John  Waggoner 
to  the  Schoharie  road,  near  the  Reformed  l3utch 
Church. 

No.  19.  To  commence  at  the  Manor  line  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town,  and  thence  down  the 
State  road  to  the  house  of  Philip  .Schell,  revoking 
only  one-halt  the  bridge  at  Abm.  P.  T  ruax  s. 

No.  20.  To  commence  at  Philip  Schell's,  and 
from  thence  down  the  State  road  to  the  corpora- 
tion line,  including  one-half  the  bridge  at  .\bm.  P. 
Trua.x's. 

No.  21.  To  commence  on  the  Slate  road  nigh 
Benjamin  Home's,  and  frt)m  thence  on  the  road 
leading  by  Gilbert  Van  Zundt's  to  the  Settlerbergh 
road  at  Peter  Ikcker's. 

No.  22.  To  commence  on  the  corporation  line, 
and  from  thence  on  the  road  leading  by  Peter 


Trabcr's  to  the  south  end  of  the  bridge  at  Ten 
Broeck's  mills. 

CIVIL  LIST. 

The  names  of  those  who  were  elected  to  town 
offices  at  Guilderland's  first  annual  town  meeting,  in 
1S03,  have  been  given.  Following  will  be  founil  the 
names  of  the  more  prominent  town  officers  since 
that  date,  as  copied,  li'/cra/i/it,  from  the  records  in 
charge  of  the  Town  Clerk  : 

1S04. — Supervisor,  James  Henderson  ;  Town 
Clerk,  Peter  '\'an  Patten,  Jr. ;  Assessors,  Lsaac  Van 
x\ernam,  Peter  Livingston,  Abraham  Veeder  ;  Col- 
lector, Henry  Jacobson ;  Constables,  Lodewyck 
Fetherley,  Gilbert  Beebe,  Frederick  Seger,  Asa 
Hutchinson. 

1805.  - — Supervisor,  James  Henderson;  Town 
Clerk,  Cornelius  Severson  ;  Assessors,  Abraham 
Veeder,  Isaac  L  Van  Aernam,  Peter  Livingston  ; 
Collector,  Henry  Oslrander ;  Constables.  Lode- 
wyck Fetherley,  Robert  Bever,  Lawrence  L.  \'an 
Kleek,  Jacob  Ramsey,  Anthony  Robison. 

1806.  — Supervisor,  Peter  Van  Patten;  Town 
Clerk,  Cornelius  Severson  ;  Assessors,  Conrad 
Crounse.  Henry  Shaver,  Abraham  Veeder ;  Col- 
lector, Thomas  W.  Beebe ;  Constables,  Jacob 
Ramsey,  James  Conant,  Nehemiah  Howe  ;  Com- 
missioners of  Highways,  David  Ogsbury,  Nicholas 
Severson,  Charles  Shaver. 

1807.  — Supervisor,  Peter  Van  Patten;  Town 
Clerk,  William  Waggoner;  Assessors,  Plenry  Shaver, 
Conrad  Crounse,  Peter  Livingston;  Collector, 
jacob  Freydendall;  Constables,  Jacob  Freydendall, 
Nehemiah  Howe. 

1 80S. — Supervisor,  Peter  Van  Patten;  Town 
Clerk,  William  Waggoner;  Assessors,  Conrad 
Crounse,  Plenry  Shaver,  Peter  Veeder:  Collector, 
Jacob  Freydendall;  Constables,  Jacob  Freyden- 
dall, Abraham  J.  Clute,  John  Vandenberg,  Wait 
Barrett,  Jacob  Ramsey. 

1809.  — Supervisor,  Robert  Gray;  Town  Clerk, 
William  Waggoner;  Assessors,  Henry  Shaver. 
Conrad  Crounse,  Peter  N'eeder;  Collector,  Jacob 
Freydendall:  Constables,  Jacob  Freydendall,  Wait 
Barrett.  John  Schell. 

18 10.  — Supervisor,  David  Bogardus:  Town 
Clerk,  Cornelius  H.  Waldron;  Asses.sors,  lohn  V. 
Veeder.  Henry  Shaver,  Conrad  Crounse:  Collector, 
Matthias  'SI.  Frederick;  Constables.  Jacob  Frey- 
dendall, Wait  Barrett,  r^Iatthias  M.  Fretlerick, 
Hiram  Gage. 

181 1.  — Supervisor,  David  Bogardus;  Town  Clerk, 
Cornelius  H.  Waldron;  Assessors,  Henry  Shaver, 
Conrad  Crounse,  James  M.  La  Grange;  Collector, 
jacob  Freydendall;  Constables,  Jaci')b  Freydendall. 
Roswell  Brown,  Abijah  Rube,  Henry  L  '\"ine. 

1512.  — Supervisor,  Aaron  Grote:  Town  Clerk, 
Andrew  Ostrander;  Assessors,  Conrad  Crounse, 
Limes  ^L  La  Grange,  Aaron  A.  Van  Wormer; 
Collector,  Henry  L  \'ine;  Constables,  Henry  L 
Vine,  Roswell  Biown,  Llias  La  Grange. 

1513.  — Sup'ervisor,  William  IMcKown;  Town 
Clerk,  Antlrew  Oslrander:  Assessors,  Conrad 
Crounse,  John  Schoolcraft,  Cornelius  H.  Waldron; 
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Collector,  Henry  I.  Vine;  Constables,  Henry  I. 
Vine,  Roswcll  Brown,  Welcome  Wiihford;  Com- 
missioners of  Schools,  John  Schoolcraft,  Samuel 
R.  Campbell,  John  Weaver,  Jr. 

1814.  — Supervisor,  William  INIcKown;  Town 
Clerk,  Andrew  Ostrander;  Assessors,  John  School- 
craft, Cornelius  H.  Waldron,  James  M.  La  Grange; 
Collector,  John  I.  Devoe;  Constables,  Frederick 
Freydendall,  Roswell  Brown,  Henry  I.  Vine,  John 
I.  Devoe;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  John  D. 
Ogsbury,  John  I.   Weaver,  Andrew  Ostrander. 

1815.  — Supervisor,  William  McKown;  Town 
Clerk,  Andrew  Ostrander;  Assessors,  Francis  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Cornelius  H.  Waldron,  Simon 
Relyea;  Collector,  Piiilip  Fethcrly,  Jr.;  Constables, 
Phiiip  Fethcrly,  Jr.,  Daniel  Butterfield,  Henry  1. 
Vine,  Isaac  June;  Commissioners  of  Schools, 
Samuel  R.  Campbell,  Andrew  Ostrander,  John  D. 
Ogsbury. 

1 81 6.  — Supervisor,  William  ]\IcKown;  Town 
Clerk,  Andrew  Ostrander;  Assessors,  David  Bogar- 
dus,  Henry  Shaver,  Francis  Van  Valkenburgh; 
Collector,  Philip  Fetheriy,  Jr.  ;  Constables,  Philip 
Fethcrly,  Jr.,  Michael  Waggoner,  Frederick  Frey- 
dendall; Commissioners  of  Schools,  George  Van 
Aernam,  Cornelius  H.  Waldron,  James  M.  La 
Grange. 

1817.  - — Supervisor,  William  iMcKown; .  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury;  Assessors,  Francis  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Henry  Shaver,  Andrew  Ostrander; 
Collector,  Philip  Fetherlv,  Jr. ;  Constables,  Philip 
Fetheriy,  Jr.,  John  R.  Williams,  Henry  L  Vine, 
Roswell  Brown;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  Cor- 
nelius H.  Waldron,  Conrad  Crounce,  John  L 
Weaver. 

1 81 8.  — Supervisor,  William  IMcKown;  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsburv;  Assessors,  Francis  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Henry  Shaver,  Andrew  Ostrander; 
Collector,  Aaron  Livingston;  Constables,  Christian 
P.  La  Grange,  Henry  I.  Vine,  Robert  I.  Vine, 
Roswell  Brown;  Commissioners  ofSchools,  Conrad 
Crounse,  George  Batterman,  John  F.  Winne. 

1819.  — Supervisor,  William  IMcKown;  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury;  Assessors,  John  School-  | 
craft,  Andrew  Ostrander,  Henry  Shaver;  Collector, 
Abram  Vanderpool;  Constables,  John  R.  Williams, 
Henry  L  Vine,  Wait  Barrett,  Abijah  Becbe;  Com- 
missioners of  Schools,  Conrad  Crounse,  Aaron 
Livingston,  John  A.  Winne. 

1820.  — Supervisor,  William  IMcKown;  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury;  Assessors,  Henry  Shaver, 
Andrew  Ostrander,  John  Schoolcraft;  Collector, 
Henry  I.  Vine;  Constables,  Henry  L  Vine,  Abi- 
jah Beebe,  John  R.  Williams,  Joshua  Beebe;  Com- 
missioners of  Schools,  ]ohn  F.  Winne,  Conrad 
Crounse,  Aaron  Livingston. 

1821.  — Supervisor,  William  IMcKown;  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury;  Assessors,  Henry  Shaver, 
John  Schoolcraft,  Andrew  Ostrander;  Collector, 
Richard  Walker;  Constables,  John  R.  Williams, 
Henry  L  Vine,  Elias  J.  La  Grange,  Jacob  A.  Ja- 
cobson;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  John  E. 
Winne,  Conrad  Crounse,  Aaron  Livingston. 

1822.  — Supervisor,  William  McKown;  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury,  Abscssors,  Simon  Vccdcr, 


Andrew  Ostrander,  Cornelius  H.  Waldron;  Collect- 
or, John  Shoudy,  Jr. ;  Constables,  John  R.  Wil- 
liams, Henry  L  Vine,  Flias  Truax,  Abijah  Beebe, 
John  Shoudy,  Jr.;  Commissioners  of  Schools, 
George  Batterman,  Conrad  Crounse,  Peter  G. 
Sharp. 

1S23. — .Supervisor,  William  IMcKown;  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury;  Assessors,  Andrew  Os- 
trander, Simon  Veeder,  John  E.  \\'inne;  Collector, 
Peter  Shaver;  Constables,  John  R.  \\'illiams,  Hen- 
ry A.  Ostrander,  Abijah  Beebe,  Flias  Truax;  Com- 
missioners of  .Schools,  George  Batterman,  Conrad 
Crounse,  Peter  G.  Sharp. 

1824. — Supervisor,  \\'illiam  IMcKown:  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury:  Assessors,  Henry  Shaver, 
Andrew  Ostrander,  Simon  Veeder;  Collector, 
Henry  A.  Ostrander;  Constables,  Henry  A.  Os- 
trander, Flias  Truax,  John  R.  Williams,  Abijah 
Beebe;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  Abram  \'an- 
derpool,  George  Batterman,  John  Schoolcraft. 

1S25. — Supervisor,  George  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury;  Assessors,  Henry  Shaver, 
Andrew  Ostrander,  Simon  Veeder;  Collector,  John 
R.  Williams;  Constables,  John  R.  Williams,  Abi- 
jah Beebe,  Hezekiah  .'^harp,  Henry  A.  Ostrander; 
Commissioners  ofSchools,  John  .Schoolcraft,  David 
Pratt,  John  IMcKown. 

1826.  — Supervisor,  George  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  John  D.  Ogsbury;  Assessors,  Andrew  Os- 
trander, Simon  Veeder,  Abram  Vanderpool;  Col- 
lector, Peter  Ogsbury;  Constables,  Abijah  Beebe, 
John  R.  Williams,  Henry  A.  Ostrander,  Hezekiah 
Sharp;  Commissioners  of  .Schools,  John  School- 
craft, Jesse  White,  Charles  Harrington. 

1827.  — Supervisor,  George  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  John  Schoolcraft:  Assessors,  Andrew  Os- 
trander, Simon  Veeder,  Abraham  Vanderpool;  Col- 
lector, Elias  La  Grange;  Constables,  John  R.  Wil- 
liams, Henry  A.  Ostrander,  Hezekiah  Sharp.  Abi- 
jah Beebe;  Commissioners  ofSchools,  John  School- 
craft, Jesse  White,  Christopher  Batterman. 

1 8 28.  — Supervisor,  George  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  John  Schoolcraft;  Assessors,  Andrew  Os- 
trander, Simon  Veeder,  Abraham  Vanderpool:  Col- 
lector, Peter  Siver;  Constables,  Plezekiah  Sharp, 
John  R.  Williams,  Abijah  Beebe,  Henry  A.  Os- 
trander; Commissioners  of  Schools,  Christopher 
Batterman,  Frederick  Keenholtz,  Charles  Harring- 
ton. 

1829.  — Supervisor,  George  Batterman:  Town 
Clerk,  John  Schoolcraft;  Assessors,  Abraham  Van- 
derpool, Simon  Veeder,  Conrad  Crounse;  Collect- 
or, John  R.  Williams;  Constables,  Abijah  Beebe, 
Plezckiah  Sharp,  Henry  A.  Ostrander,  John  R. 
Williams;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  William  W. 
Moore,  Christopher  Batterman,  P'rederick  Keen- 
holtz. 

1830.  — Supervisor,  George  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  John  .Schoolcraft;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  An- 
drew Ostrander;  Assessors.  Abraham  Vanderpool, 
Aaron  Livingston,  Simon  \'eeder;  Collector,  Jc>hn 
Mann;  Constables,  Hezekiah  Sharp.  John  R. 
Williams,  Henry  A.  Ostrander,  Abijah  Beebe; 
Commissioners  of  .Schools,  Christopher  Batterman, 
Frederick  Keenholtz,  David  Pratt. 
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1 83 1.  — Supervisor,  Aaron  Livingston;  Town 
Clerk,  Charles  Harrington;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
William  S.  Bcebe;  Assessors,  Simon  Vceiler,  Abra- 
ham Vanderpool,  Jdm  D.  Ogsbury;  Collector, 
Martin  N.  Vrooman;  Constables,  Henry  A.  Os- 
trander,  Hezekiah  Sharp,  John  R.  Williams, 
Thomas  Helme;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  Fred- 
crick  Keenholtz,  Christopher  Batterman,  David 
Pratt. 

1832.  — Supervisor,  Aaron  Livingston;  Town 
Clerk,  Charles  Harrington;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
John  D.  Ogsbury:  Assessors,  Simon  Veeder,  F'red- 
erick  Keenholtz,  Peter  Ogsbury;  Collector,  Peter 
Siver;  Constables,  Plezekiah  Sharp,  Henry  A. 
Ostrander,  George  T.  Brown,  Elias  L  La  Grange; 
Commissioners  of  Schools,  Frederick  Keenholtz, 
David  Pratt,  Christopher  Batterman. 

1833.  — Su[)ervisor, Christopher  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  Charles  Harrington;  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
John  F.  Quackenbush,  John  R.  Williams;  Assess- 
ors, Simon  Veeder,  George  Severson,  Peter  Ogs- 
bury; Collector,  Peter  Siver;  Constables,  Thomas 
Helme,  Peter  Siver,  Elias  L  La  Grange,  John 
Beyer;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  Abraham  Van- 
derpool, Frederick  Keenholtz,  John  McKown. 

1834.  — Supervisor, Christopher  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  Peter  C.  Crounse;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
John  R.  Williams:  Assessors,  Simon  Veeder, 
Peter  Ogsbury,  Tunis  Hallenbeck;  Collector,  Henry 
A.  Ostrander;  Constables,  Flenry  A.  Ostrander,  J. 
Beyer,  Peter  Siver,  Thomas  Helme;  Commis- 
sioner of  Schools,  James  S.  Low,  David  Pratt, 
Jonathan  H.  Case. 

1S35. — Supervisor, Christopher  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  Peter  C.  Crounse;  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
Thomas  Helme,  Henry  A.  Ostrander;  Assessors, 
Simon  Veeder,  Peter  ()gsbury,  Tunis  Hallenbeck; 
Collector,  Flenry  Livingston;  Constables,  John 
Beyer,  Peter  Siver,  Abner  Wood,  Chauncey  Kelly; 
Commissioners  of  Common  Scliools,  Abram  \"an- 
derpool,  Frederick  Knowlton,  John  McKown. 

1836.  — Supervisor,  Christoplier  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  Peter  C.  Crounse;  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
John  D.  Ogsburv,  Henry  A.  Ostrander;  Assessors, 
Simon  Veeder,  Peter  Ogsbury,  Tunis  Hallenbeck; 
Collector,  William  Beyer;  Constables,  Peter  Siver, 
John  Beyer,  Abner  Wood,  Jeremiah  Kellv;  Com- 
missioners of  Schools,  John  McKown,  Frederick 
Keenholtz,  Abram  Vanderpool. 

1837.  —Supervisor, Christopher  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  Peter  C.  Crounse;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
John  F.  Quackenbush;  Assessors,  Simon  Veeder, 
Peter  Ogsbury,  Tunis  Hallenbeck;  Collector,  An- 
drew Wilkins;  Constables.  Peter  Siver,  John  Bever, 
Jacob  Waggoner,  Aaron  Waldron;  Commissioners 
of  Schools,  John  McKown,  Abram  Vanderpool, 
Frederick  Keenholtz. 

1838.  — Suijervisor,  Christopher  Batterman;  Town 
Clerk,  Peter  C.  Crounse;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Thomas  Helme;  Assessors,  Simon  Veeder,  Abra- 
ham Crounse,  Peter  Ogsbury;  Collector,  John 
Barkhufi";  Constables,  Peter  Siver,  John  Beyer, 
Aaron  Waldron,  Simon  Grote;  Commissioners  of 
Schools,  Jacob  Crounse,  Philip  Livingston,  John 
McKown. 


1839.  —  Supervisor,  Christopher  Iktterman  ; 
Town  Clerk,  Peter  C.  Crounse  ;  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Henry  A.  Ostrander  :  Assessors.  Simon 
Veeder,  Peter  Ogsbury,  Abraham  Crounse  ; 
Collector,  \\'illiam  C.  Hilton  ;  Constables,  John 
Mesick,  Abner  Wood,  John  I.  Clark.  Peter 
Siver  ;  Commissioners  of  ."Schools,  Joel  B.  Noit, 
David  Pratt,  James  S.  Lowe. 

1840.  - — Supervisor,  Henry  Sloan;  Town  Clerk, 
Peter  C.  Crounse  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Christo- 
pher Crounse  ;  Assessors,  Simon  Veeder,  Peter  Ogs- 
bury, Abram  Croun'^e  ;  Collector,  Aaron  Hilton  ; 
Constables,  Aaron  Hilton,  John  Mesick,  John  L 
Clark,  Henrv  Youngs  ;  Commissioners  of  Schools, 
James  S.  Low,  David  Pratt,  Joel  B.  Nott. 

1 84  I. — Supervisor,  Henry  Sloan;  Town  Clerk, 
Henry  A.  \\'ard  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Hezekiah 
Sharp  ;  Assessors,  Simon  Veeder,  .Mark  Sittcrly, 
Garrett  A.  Ostrander  ;  Collector,  Frederick  Bless- 
ing ;  Constables,  Isaac  C.  Frederick,  Peter  Siver, 
James  A.  McKown,  John  Mesick  ;  Commission- 
ers of  Schools,  James  S.  Lowe,  David  Pratt,  ^far- 
shall  M.  Bingham. 

1 84 2.  — Supervisor,  Peter  Shaver;  Town  Clerk, 
Israel  Walker ;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Thomas 
Helme,  Robert  Hall  ;  Assessors,  Simon  Veeder, 
Garrett  A.  Ostrander,  Mark  Sitterley ;  Collector, 
John  P.  Ogsbury  ;  Constables,  James  A.  McKown, 
Peter  Siver,  Henry  Youngs,  Aaron  Hilton  ;  Com- 
missioners of  Schools,  John  McKown,  James  Hal- 
lenbeck, Alexander  Van  Valkenburgh. 

1843.  — Supervisor,  Peter  Shaver;  Town  Clerk, 
Israel  Walker  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  John  C. 
Crounse  ;  Assessors,  Simon  Veeder,  Garrett  A. 
Ostrander,  Alexander  Van  Valkenburgh  :  Collector, 
George  A.  Severson  ;  Constables.  George  A.  Sever- 
son, James  A.  jVIcKown,  Flenry  Young,  Jacob 
Sitterley  ;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  William  }>l. 
Crounse,  Mark  Sitterly,  James  Hallenbeck. 

1544.  — Supervisor,  Peter  Shaver  ;  Town  Clerk, 
Israel  Walker;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Henry  .\. 
Ostrander;  Assessors,  Marsha'l  M.  Bingham, 
Jacob  I.  Fryer,  Alanson  Van  Auken  :  Collector, 
John  Flart  ;  Constables,  Michael  Wormer.  James 
A.  McKown,  Nicholas  Severson,  Henry  Young; 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Jacob  Crounse. 

1545.  — Supervisor,  Peter  Shaver;  Town  Clerk, 
Israel  A'alker  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace.  James  A.  Mc- 
Kown ;  Assessors,  Marshall  M.  Bingham,  Nicholas 
A.  Severson,  Peter  Beebe  ;  Collector,  Jacub  C. 
Vrooman  ;  Constables,  John  Dantz,  Nicholas 
Severson,  Aaron  Waldron,  Wiiliam  Lanehart  ; 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Jacob  Crounse. 

1546.  — Supervisor,  John  Fuller;  Town  Clerk, 
Nicholas  A.  Severson  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Jacob 
C.  Crounse  ;  Assessors,  Peter  Beebe,  Daniel  Ralyea. 
George  Severson  ;  Collector,  George  Mc'^ick  ;  C-in- 
stables,  Aaron  Waklron,  John  L.  Dantz.  Benjamin 
Stafford,  John  Blair ;  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Jonathan  Johnson. 

1 84 7.— Supervisor,  John  Fuller;  Town  Clerk, 
Nicholas  A.  Severson  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Henry 
A.  Ostrander  ;  Asse.s.sor,  John  Van  Husen :  Col- 
I  lector,    George  Keenholtz ;   Constables,  William 
I  Dover,  Aaron  \\'aldron,  Benjamin  Stafford,  Robert 
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R.  Hall  ;  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Andrew 
Wilson. 

1848.  — Supervisor,  Jacob  I.  Fryer;  Town  Clerk, 
Nicholas  A.  Scverson  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  George 
Keenholtz  ;  Assessiir,  Peter  Bcebe  ;  Collector, 
Abner  Wood  ;  Constables,  William  Devoe,  Aaron 
Hilton,  Cornelius  Mann,  Robert  R.  Ilall ;  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  Andrew  Wilson. 

1849.  — Supervisor,  Jacob  I.  Fryer  :  Town  Clerk, 
W.  Vine  ;  Justice  of  die  Peace,  James  A.  iMcKown  ; 
Assessor,  George  Severson  ;  Collector,  Henry  \'an- 
derpool  ;  Constables,  Cornelius  ]\Iann,  Jacob 
Earls,  Peter  P.  Winne,  Peter  Clark  ;  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  Andrew  Wilson. 

1850.  - — Supervisor,  ]'nijah  Spawn  ;  Town  Clerk, 
W.  Vine  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  John  C.  Cliism  ; 
Assessor;  John  E.  Veeder ;  Collector,  Thomas 
Van  Aernam,  Jr.  ;  Constal)les,  De  Witt  C.  Jackson, 
Cornelius  Mann,  Alexander  Livingston,  John 
Waldron  ;  Sujjerintendent  of  Schools,  Andrew 
Wilson. 

1 85 1.  — Supervisor,  Elijah  Spawn  ;  Town  Clerk, 
Jacob  DeGrafl';  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Abraham 
Mynderse  ;  Assessor,  Peter  Beebe  ;  Collector,  John 
Smith  ;  Constables,  De  Witt  C.  Jackson,  Alexan- 
der Livingston,  Cornelius  Mann,  Alalachi  Whipple, 
Peter  Quackenbush. 

'  1852. — Supervisor,  W.  Vine  ;  Town  Clerk,  Jacob 
DeGraff;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Nicholas  A.  Severson; 
Assessor,  George  Severson  ;  Collector,  John  Smith; 
Constables,  De  Witt  C.  Jackson,  John  Stafford, 
Peter  Quackenbush,  John  Palmester,  Christopher 
White  ;  Superintentlent  of  Schools,  iNLirshall  M. 
Bingham. 

1853.  — Supervisor,  W.  Vine  ;  Town  Clerk, 
Jacob  DeGraff ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  James  A. 
IMcKown  ;  Assessor,  Martin  J.  Blessing  ;  Collector, 
David  Ogsbury  ;  Constables,  De  Witt  C.  Jackson, 
Cornelius  INIann,  Alexander  McDonald,  John  W. 
Pangeborn. 

1854.  — Supervisor,  George  Y.  Johnson  ;  Town 
Clerk,  Abraham  V.  Mynderse  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
John  C.  Chism  ;  Assessor,  John  L.  Vanderpool  ; 
Collector,  Frederick  M.  Freydendall  ;  Constables, 
Peter  Quackenbush,  John  Stafford,  Cornelius 
Mann,  Henry  Sism,  Jeremiah  Lasher ;  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  John  P.  \'eeder. 

1855.  — Supervisor,  George  Y.  Johnson  ;  Town 
Clerk,  Abraham  V.  Mynderse  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Peter  Veeder  ;  Assessor,  Philip  Ogsbury  ;  Collect- 
or, John  W.  Waggoner  ;  Constables,  John  \'roo- 
man,  John  Palmester.  Cornelius  I\Lann,  Alexander 
McDonald,  Philip  Schermerhorn, 

1856.  — Supervisor,  George  Y.  Johnson  ;  Town 
Clerk,  Abraham  V.  Mynderse  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
John  Stafford  ;  Assessor,  John  P.  Ogsbury ;  Col- 
lector, Joseph  Shook  ;  Constables,  Alexander  r^Ic- 
Donald,  Philip  Schermerhorn,  John  Smith,  John 
H.  Ogsbury. 

1857.  — Supervisor,  Henry  Hilton;  Town  Clerk, 
Isaac  Pearl  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Christopher 
White  ;  Assessor,  Jacob  ScrafTord  ;  Collector, 
Aaron  Groat  ;  Constables,  Jacob  .\.  La  Grange, 
Granville  Bell,  i\Lilachi  Whipple,  Gilbert  Keenholtz, 
Myndert  Veeder. 


1858.  — Supervisor,  Henry  Hilton  ;  Town  Clerk, 
Isaac  Pearl ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  John  C.  Chism  ; 
Assessor,  Henry  A.  Ostrander  ;  Collector,  James 
R.  Steers  ;  Constables,  Jacob  A.  La  Grange,  Gil- 
bert Keenhlotz,  Benjamin  Stafford,  Malachi  Wliiji- 
ple,  John  W.  Pangburn. 

1859.  — Supervisor,  Henry  Hilton  ;  Town  Clerk, 
John  P.  Hotaling ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Peter 
Veeder  ;  Assessor,  Jacob  ^'an  Waggoner  ;  Col- 
lector, John  B.  La  Grange  ;  Constables,  Frederick 
Blessing,  James  R.  Steers.  Jacob  A.  La  Grange, 
^Michael  Wormer,  [Nlalachi  Whipple. 

1860.  — Supervisor,  Leonard  Wilkins ;  Town 
Clerk,  John  P.  Hotaling ;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Jacob  Crounse  ;  Assessor,  John  Waldron  ;  Col- 
lector, James  Ogsbury  ;  Constables,  James  R. 
Steers,  Jacob  A.  La  Grange,  Frederick  Blessing, 

I  Michael  Wormer,  Cornelius  Mann. 

1 86 1.  — Supervisor,  Stephen  \'.  Frederick  ;  Town 
Clerk,  John  P.  Hotaling  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Christopher  White  ;  Assessor,  Abram  Crounse ; 
Collector,  Abram  J.  Van  Wormer  ;  Constables, 
Daniel  H.  O^terhout,  John  B.  La  Grange,  Thomas 
Shell,  ]\Ialachi  \\'hipple,  William  M.  Lanehart. 

1562.  — Supervisor,  Stephen  V.  Frederick  ;  Town 
Clerk,  John  P.  Hotaling ;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Perry  Mead  ;  Assessor,  W.  Vine  ;  Collector, 
Frederick  J.  Sitterly  ;  Constables.  David  H.  White, 
]Malachi  Whipple,  John  Smith,  John  B.  La  Grange, 
Peter  (,)uackenbush. 

1563.  — Supervisor,  Stephen V.  Frederick;  Town 
Clerk,  John  P.  Hotaling  ;  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
^Marshall  M.  Bingham  ;  Assessor,  William  L. 
Van  Auken  ;  Collector,  Frederick  Keenholtz  : 
Constables,  Peter  Coon,  James  Kelly,  Michael 
S.  Lanehart,  John  B.  La  Grange,  Peter  Quacken- 
bush. 

1864: — Supervisor,  Ste[)hen  V.  Frederick;  Town 
Clerk,  John  P.  Hotaling ;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Peter  J.  Severson  ;  Assessor,  Abraham  Van  Auken; 
Collector,  E.  Buzzee;  Constables.  Alexander  Lane- 
hart, John  B.  La  Grange,  INIalachi  Whipple, 
Thomas  Schell,  Adam  Crounse. 

1865.  — Supervisor.  Stephen  V.  Frederick;  Town 
Clerk,  John  P.  Hotaling ;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Tunis  Vandenburgh  ;  Assessor,  W.  Vine  ;  Collect- 
or, George  N.  Severson  ;  Constables,  John  B.  La 
Grange,  David  H.  White,  Malachi  Whipple,  John 
W.  Sharp,  Thomas  Schell. 

1866.  — Supervisor,  Stephen  V.  Frederick;  Town 
Clerk,  John  P.  Hotalin?;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Perry  Mead  ;  Assessor,  Israel  Walker  ;  Collector, 
Peter  J.  Severson;  Constibles,  John  B.  La  Grange, 
Malachi  Whipple.  George  W.  Sigsbee,  Francis 
Scott,  William  Hallenbeck. 

1867.  — Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs:  Town  Clerk, 
Jiihn  P.  Hotaling  ;  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  Loring 
W.  Osborn  ;  Assessor,  Abraham  Van  Auken:  (Col- 
lector, Frederick  P.  Crounse;  Constables,  Alexan- 
der Reinhart,  John  P.  La  Grange,  Malachi 
Whipple.  Cjcorge  W.  Sigsbee,  Francis  Scott. 

1868.  — Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs;  Town  Clerk, 
George  B.  Sloan  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Jacob  A. 
La  Grange  ;  Assessor,  W.  Vine;  Collector,  James 
Kelly  ;  Constables,  Alexander  Reinhart,  William 
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R.  Gray,  Alonzo  Croun.se,  Francis  Scott,  George 
W.  Sigsbee. 

1869.  — Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs  ;  Town  Clerk, 
George  B.  Sloan  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  George  W. 
Kelderhouse  ;  Assessor,  Israel  Walker  ;  Collector, 
Henry  Ogsbury  ;  Constables,  Abram  Smith, 
Joseph  E.  Roe,  James  E.  Siver,  Alonzo  Crounse, 
Peter  Waggoner. 

1870.  — Supervisor,  Iliram  Griggs  ;  Town  Clerk, 
George  B.  Sloan  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Perry 
Mead;  Assessor,  Abraham  VanAuken;  Collector, 
Christian  Bloomingdale  ;  Constables,  Joseph  E. 
Roe,  Alonzo  Crounse,  James  E.  Siver,  Peter 
Waggoner,  Hiram  Carpenter. 

1871.  — Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs;  Town  Clerk, 
George  B.  Sloan  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Jacob  H. 
Ogsbury  ;  Assessor,  W.  Vine  ;  Collector,  James  R. 
Main  ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe,  John  Becbe, 
John  B.  La  Grange,  James  E.  Siver,  George 
Pike. 

1872.  - — Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs;  Town  Clerk, 
George  B.  Sloan  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Jacob  H. 

Grange  ;  Assessor,  Israel  Walker  ;  "Collector, 
James  Durfee  ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe,  John 
B.  La  Grange,  James  E.  Siver,  Alonzo  Crounse, 
George  Pike. 

1873.  - — Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs;  Town  Clerk, 
George  B.  Sloan  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  George  W. 
Kelterhouse  ;  Assessor,  Abraham  Van  Auken  ;  Col- 
lector, Peter  Ogsbury  ;  Constables,  Joseph  E. 
Roe,  James  Cameron,  John  B.  La  Grange,  Alonzo 
Crounse,  George  Pike. 

1874.  — Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs  ;  Town  Clerk, 
Peter  H.  Pearl  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Peter  \\'alker; 
Assessor,  S.  D.  Grant ;  Collector,  Robert  Magill  ; 
Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe,  James  Cameron,  John 
B.  La  Grange,  Alonzo  Crounse,  William  L.  \^'ag- 
goner. 

1875.  — Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs;  Town  Clerk, 
Peter  H.  Pearl  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Abram  Hil- 
ton ;  Assessor,  Israel  Walker  ;  Collector,  John  B. 
La  Grange ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe,  James 
Cameron,  James  Durfee,  Philip  Pettinger,  William 
Waggoner. 

I ii76. —Supervisor,  Hiram  Griggs;  Town  Clerk, 
Peter  H.  Pearl  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Jacob  A.  La 
Grange  ;  Assessor,  Abraham  Van  Auken  ;  Collect- 
or, Peter  Waggoner  ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe, 
James  Cameron,  Jesse  A.  Mulford,  Henry  Shover, 
Jr.,  James  Durfee. 

1877.  — Supervisor,  John  C.  Grant;  Town  Clerk, 
William  J.  Capron;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  James 
R.  Main  ;  Assessor,  James  Helm  ;  Collector, 
Ira  J.  Weaver ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe.  H. 
Strevel,  James  Durfee,  John  B.  La  Grange,  Henry 
Sh'aver,  Jr. 

1878.  — Supervisor,  John  C.  Grant;  Town  Clerk, 
John  Mann  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Peter  Walker  ; 
A.ssessor,  Israel  Walker  ;  Collector.  C.  Wormer  ; 
Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe,  John  B.  La  Grange, 
E.  Buzzee,  James  Durfee,  James  Cameron. 

1S79. — Supervisor,  John  C.  (jrant;  Town  Clerk, 
John  Mann;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Jacob  H.  Ogs- 
bury; Assessor,  John  II.  Severson  ;  Collector, 
James  Sharp ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe,  James 


Cameron,  John  B.  La  Grange,  E.  Buzzee,  James 
Durfee. 

1S80. — Supervisor,  John  C.  Grant;  Town  Clerk, 
James  I.  Wright  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  William 
W.  \'an  Benscotten  ;  Assessor,  James  Helm  ;  Col- 
lector, Hiram  Fredendall  ;  Constables,  Henrv 
Shaver,  Jr.,  Joseph  E.  Roe,  John  Winne,  James 
Durfee,  John  Stafford. 

iSSi. — Supervisor,  Aaron  Fuller  ;  Town  Clerk, 
James  I.  Wright  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  William  J. 
Capron  ;  Assessor,  David  Relyca  ;  Collector, 
Harvey  Vosburgh  ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe, 
Hiram  Carpenter,  James  Durfee,  Henry  Shaver, 
Jr.,  John  Stafford. 

1882.  — Supervisor,  Aaron  Fuller;  Town  Clerk, 
James  J.  Wright ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Peter 
Walker;  As.sessor,  James  H,  Hilton;  Collector, 
^lyron  J.  Prowler  ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe, 
Hiram  Carpenter,  Frederick  Brust,  George  Pike, 
Chatfield  Staftbrd. 

1883.  — Supervisor,  Aaron  Fuller;  Town  Clerk, 
John  INIann  ;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Jacob  Ogsbury; 
Assessor,  John  H.  Flewitt  ;  Collector,  David  Van- 
denburgh  ;  Constables,  Joseph  E.  Roe,  Hadley 
Reinhart,  James  Durfee,  John  L.  Hein,  jNIelvin 
Van  Auken. 

1884.  — Supervisor,  Aaron  Fuller;  Town  Clerk, 
Charles  F.  Foster;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  William 
H.  Van  Benscotten;  Assessor,  Peter  Vanderpool; 
Collector,  Wilbur  Whipple;  Constables,  Joseph  E. 
Roe,  Hadley  Reinhart,  Peter  H.  Siver,  E.  Buzzee, 
Richard  Prout. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  earliest  schools  in  Guilderland  were  of  the 
same  crude  description  as  the  pioneer  schools  else- 
where in  this  section  of  the  State.  They  were 
taught  in  private  houses  or  in  other  convenient 
places,  by  ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  by  traveling 
schoolmasters,  almost  exclusively  in  the  language 
of  the  Fatherland.  Later,  after  association  with 
imglish  speaking  people  and  acquaintance  with 
prevailing  customs  had  foreshadowed  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  future,  English  teachers  were  secured 
and  English  te.xt-books  were  employed.  The 
early  school-houses  were  primitive  afiairs.  built  bv 
subscription  or  by  gatherings  of  men  for  that  pur- 
pose.   Such  united  efforts  were  called  "  bees." 

The  first  school  officers  chosen  in  the  town  at 
an  annual  town  meeting  were  elected  in  1S13. 
They  were  John  Schoolcraft,  Samuel  R.  Campbell 
and  John  Weaver,  Jr.,  Commissioners  of  Schools; 
and  Andrew  Ostrander,  Henry  Heath  and  Cor- 
nelius M.  Watson,  Inspectors  of  Schools.  Most 
of  the  school  officers  subsequently  elected  in  the 
town,  under  dilferent  laws,  and  known  by  dilTerent 
olficial  titles,  are  mentioned  in  the  civil  list. 
Among  the  early  public  schoolmasters  were  Jo- 
seph Bell,  John  Rawle,  Abijah  Beebe,  William 
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Gardner,  Hubert  Pratt,  Henry  Switcher,  and  others 
whose  names  are  forgotten.  The  following  record 
of  the  original  division  of  GuiKlerland  into  school 
districts  appears  in  the  town  books  : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Schools 
for  the  town  of  Guiklerland,  in  the  County  of 
Albany,  held  at  the  house  of  Zoal  ]\Iorgan  on 
Wednesday,  the  21st  day  of  April,  1S13,  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing  said  town  into  school  districts, 
the  Commissioners  do  hereby  certify  that  they  have 
divided  said  town  into  eight  school  districts, 
bounded  and  distinguished  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"School  District  No.  i  begins  at  the  jManor  line 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Bozen  Kill,  and  runs 
thence  along  said  Manor  line  easterly  to  the  south 
boundary  of  the  first  Great  Western  Turnpike  road; 
thence  down  said  road  to  the  west  boundary  of  the 
farm  of  John  Lanehart;  from  thence  suutherly  to 
the  said  Bozen  Kill,  including  the  farm  of  Henry 
Lanehart;  thence  westerly  along  said  kill  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

"School  District  No.  2  begins  at  the  west 
boundary  of  the  farm  of  John  Lanehart,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  turnpike  road  aforesaid,  and  runs 
from  thence  southerly  to  the  west  boundary  of  the 
farms  of  John  INI.  \'anderpool  and  Simon  Lane- 
hart to  the  Bozen  Kill,  as  it  winds  and  turns  to  the 
bridge  acrcjss  the  said  kill  at  Becker's  Mills;  from 
thence  along  the  road  from  said  bridge  northerly 
to  the  turnpike  road;  thence  up  the  turnpike  road 
to  the  stone  bridge  across  the  Norman's  Kill;  thence 
up  the  Norman's  Kill  as  it  winds  and  turns  (includ- 
ing the  house  and  lot  of  Cornelius  H.  Watson)  to 
the  ]\Ianor  line;  thence  along  the  Manor  line 
southwesterly  to  the  turnpike  road;  thence  down 
the  said  road  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

"  School  District  No.  3  begins  at  the  bridge 
aforesaid,  and  runs  thence  along  the  east  boundary 
of  School  District  No.  2  (including  the  houses  of 
Jacob  Quackenbush  and  Abraham  B.  Truax)  to 
the  Manor  line;  then  down  the  Manor  line  to  the 
east  boundary  of  the  farm  of  Jacob  Totten;  from 
thence  northerly  to  the  house  in  possession  of 
Russell  Case  (including  said  house);  from  thence 
with  a  straight  course  to  the  Norman's  Kill  about 
twenty  rods  below  the  house  of  Samuel  R.  Camp- 
bell; thence  up  the  said  kill  as  it  winds  and  turns 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

".School  District  No.  4  begins  at  the  Norman's 
Kill  about  twenty  rods  below  the  house  of  Samuel 
R.  Campbell,  and  runs  thence  down  said  kill  as  it 
winds  and  turns  to  the  line  of  the  town  of  Bethle- 
hem (including  the  farm  of  Silas  Horton);  from 
thence  along  the  Manor  line  and  corporation  line 
to  the  northeast  boundary  of  the  farm  of  Jacob 
Totten;  from  thence  along  the  east  boundary  of 
District  No.  2  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

"  School  District  Is^x  5  begins  about  tv.'enty 
rods  below  the  house  of  Samuel  R.  Camf)bell  at 
the  Norman's  Kill,  and  runs  thence  down  said  kill 
as  it  winds  and  turns  to  the  Bctliiehem  line;  from 
thence  up  saiil  line  to  the  west  boundary  of  the 
farm  of  John  Blessing;  from  thence  northerly  to 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  farm  of  Ji>hn  Van 


Patten  (including  the  house  and  lot  of  Henry 
Vine);  from  thence  to  the  northwest  boundary  of 
the  farm  of  Jonas  Smith;  from  thence  along  the 
east  boundary  of  the  farms  of  John  Walker  and 
Frederick  Freytlendail  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

"School  District  No.  6  begins  about  twenty 
rods  below  the  house  of  Samuel  R.  Campbell  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Norman's  Kill,  and  runs 
thence  up  said  kill  as  it  winds  and  turns  to  the 
bridge  at  Ikcker's  Mills;  from  thence  up  the  Black 
Creek  to  the  bridge  at  the  saw-mill  near  die  house 
of  William  \V.  Munsell  (including  John  Weitzel's 
and  Philip  Fctherly's  farms);  thence  southerly  to 
the  farm  of  lames  Henderson  (including  said  Ilen- 
derson  and  Martin  Blessing);  from  thence  to  the 
farm  of  John  \'an  Patten  (including  Peter  Relyea); 
from  thence  along  School  District  No.  5  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

"School  District  No.  7  begins  at  the  bridge  near 
the  Widow  Apple's,  and  runs  from  thence  south- 
erly to  the  southeast  corner  of  the  farm  of  Martin 
Blessing  (exxluding  said  Blessing);  from  thence 
westerly  with  a  straight  line  to  the  south  boundary 
line  of  the  farm  of  John  Livingston  (including 
Jacob  Van  Aernam's,  William  Van  Aernam's  and 
Isaac  Hallenbeck's);  from  thence  along  the  town 
line  northwesterly  to  the  Bozen  Kill;  tlience  down 
die  said  kill  to  the  bridge  at  Becker's  Mills:  from 
thence  on  the  west  side  of  said  kill  to  the  place  of 
beginning  (excepting  and  excluding  John  Weilzel 
and  Philip  Fetterly. ) 

"School  District  No.  8  begins  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  farm  of  John  Livingston,  and  runs 
thence  along  the  town  line  southerly  to  the  town 
line  of  Bethlehem;  from  thence  easterly  along 
the  Bethlehem  line  to  the  road  near  William 
Davis';  from  thence  to  the  land  of  James 
Henderson  (including  Peter  Van  Auken  and  Cor- 
nelius Wormer);  from  thence  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning (including  Philip  Crounse,  the  families  of 
the  Fredericks  and  Frederick  Crounse).  ' 

The  school  districts,  as  now  organized,  number 
fifteen.  The  number  of  children  of  the  school  age 
in  the  town  is  1,059.  From  eighteen  to  twenty- 
one  teachers  are  employed.  There  are  seven 
school  libraries,  containing  about  700  volumes. 
The  \  due  of  the  school  property  is  about  $15,000. 
The  school-houses  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and  the 
educati(jnal  advantages  of  Guiklerland  compare 
more  than  favorably  with  these  of  other  similar 
towns. 

VILLAGES. 
Sloan's. 

This  pleasant  village,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town,  is  known  also  as  Guiklerland.  This  is  the 
locality  of  the  old  glass  works  referred  to  elsewhere, 
and  was  first  known  as  "Glass  House."  In  I7y^> 
the  ground  was  laid  out  in  streets  and  lots,  uniler 
the  name  of  Hamilton  (so  called  in  honor  of 
Alexander  Hamilton),  and  it  was    proposed  to 
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establish  there  a  manufacturing-  town.  To  en- 
courage this  project  tlie  owners  of  the  glass  works 
and  their  employees  were  exenip'ed  from  taxation 
for  five  years  under  authority  of  special  legislation; 
but  the  hopes  of  its  founders  were  doomed  to 
disappointment,  as  the  works  were  discontinued 
in  1815. 

Still,  its  size  and  proximity  to  Albany  considered, 
this  village  has  at  time-? been  quite  enterprising  and 
the  seat  of  considera!>le  business.  The  Batterman 
Aimily  have  been  prominent  here.  John  Batter- 
man  was  a  resolute,  energetic  manufacturer  and 
repairer  of  carriages,  wagons  and  forming  utensils. 
Christoi>her  Batterman,  calm,  considerate  and  of 
great  decision  of  character,  engaged  in  mercantile 
business,  w  hich  he  conducted  with  marked  ability. 
He  was  chosen  general  of  the  militia  and  sheriff  of 
the  County  of  Albany,  offices  which  he  filled  credit- 
ably to  himself  and  satisfictorily  to  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. George  Batterman  was  a  man  of  extraor- 
dinary mental  and  physical  power,  gifted  with  fine 
business  ability.  He  kept  the  hotel  (since  Sloan's), 
often  entertaining  as  many  as  fifty  guests  night 
after  night,  and  managed  two  large  farms,  a  flour- 
ing mill  and  a  satinet  factory.  In  these  varied 
fields  of  activity,  he  was  often  seen  on  his  horse 
before  sunrise  and  riding  rapidly  from  place  to 
place  throughout  the  day.  But  having  overtaxed 
his  powers,  he  received  a  paralytic  stroke  and  died, 
leaving  an  ample  fortune.  Henry  Sloan,  having 
married  his  daughter,  came  into  possession  of  the 
hotel  and  the  lands  surrounding  it.  The  old  hos- 
telry was  soon  afterward  dcstro)'ed  by  fire.  Mr. 
Sloan  immediately  built  the  present  commodious 
road-house  known  b}'  his  name,  which  he  managed 
with  such  success  that  it  came  to  be  known  as 
"  the  model  hotel  for  fifty  miles  around,''  and  to 
be  patronized  by  first-class  tustomeis.  Under  his 
charge  and  that  of  George  B.  Sloan,  it  has  long 
been  a  favorite  resort  for  pleasure  parties  from 
Albany  and  elsewhere,  and  it  has  not  infrequently 
been  visited  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York  and  his  associates,  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  distinguished  men  tarrying  for  a  time  in 
Albany. 

The  list  of  the  business  and  professional  men  of 
Sloan's  embraces  the  folhtwing  names:  George 
B,  Sloan,  proprietor  of  Sloan's  hotel;  Frank  J. 
Spur  and  William  J.  Capron,  merchants;  Abram 
De  Graff,  M.  D. ,  a  well-known  and  very  success- 
ful physician  and  surgeon;  John  M.  Batterman, 
proprietor  of  a  flourishing  flouring  mill;  New- 
bury &  Chapmon,  proprietors  of  a  foundry  and 
machine  shop;  De  GralT  &  Pearl,  blacksmiths; 


and  the  pastors  of  the  churches  at  this  place, 
histories  of  which  are  given  elsewhere. 

GLILDERL.VNI)  CENTER. 

Another  enterprising  village  is  Guildcrland 
Center,  on  Black  Creek,  known  formerly  by  the 
name  of  "]iang-all.  "  We  are  told  that  it  was  so 
called  from  the  influence  of  rum,  horse  racing  and 
rough  manners,  once  too  f)revalent  there.  Under 
the  reforming  influence  of  Christianity,  it  has  be- 
come a  model  village,  but  by  old  people  it  is  _\'et 
often  referred  to  as  "Bang-all,"  though  the  local- 
ity and  its  post-oflice  have  long  been  properly 
named  Guilderland  Center.  The  Athens  and 
Schenectady  Railroad  (now  a  branch  of  the  West 
Shore  line)  has  given  an  impetus  to  the  business  of 
the  place,  which  now  presents  a  street  nearly  a 
mile  long,  bordered  by  fine  and  comfortable  resi- 
dences and  shops  and  stores,  all  presenting  a  thrifty, 
well-kept  appearance,  among  which  a  church  and 
a  school-house  are  pleasantly  conspicuous. 

John  P,  Bloomingdale  and  other  enterprising 
residents  have  done  much  to  advance  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  this  village,  which  practically  in- 
cludes French's  Mills,  the  seat  of  Abel  French's 
early  manufacturing  enterprise,  and  contains  a 
pojiulation  of  at  least  450.  It  has  one  church  and 
a  good  school,  and  its  leading  business,  manufactur- 
ing and  professional  interests  are  represented 
as  follows:  E.  Spawn  &  Son,  proprietors  of 
French's  Mills,  and  manuficturers  of  flour  and 
feed,  and  proprietors  of  a  woolen  factory  located  at 
the  point  called  in  honor  of  the  first  establishment 
named;  Mann  &  Witherwax,  dealers  in  hay,  straw 
and  country  produce;  John  Witherwax,  dealer  in 
coal  and  iron  hay  bands;  A.  V.  Mynderse,  manu- 
facturer of  and  wholesale  and  retiil  delear  in  cider 
and  vinegar,  and  dealer  in  plaster  and  phosphate; 
Michael  H.  Frederick,  manufacturer  of  cider  and 
vinegar  ;  P.  Pittinger,  general  merchant  and  post- 
master, and  dealer  in  agricultural  implements:  Wil- 
liam D.  Frederick,  proprietor  of  the  Central  Hotel; 
J.  Delong,  blacksmith  and  carriage  ironer;  Charles 
Sutphin,  wagon  maker;  Eli  S.  Mann,  carriage 
painter;  George  Squire,  M.  D. ;  William  A. 
Young,  manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in  boots  and 
shoes;  Peter  N.  Martin,  proprietor  of  meat  market; 
Y.  Tygert,  general  merchant;  John  Robinson, 
hotel  keeper;  George  W.  Livingstone,  harness 
maker;  Charles  Brust,  carriage  manufacturer; 
Eraslus  Goodfellow,  carriage  painter;  I'iiilip  Ogs- 
bury,  carpenter;  Hugh  Livingston,  tailor;  A.  J. 
Tygert,  manufacturer  of  sash,  blinds  and  doors, 
and  pro{)rictor   of  planing  mill;   II.  Salisbury, 
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manufaclurer  of  sprin!^  beds;  A.  F.  Dietz,  pro- 
prietor of  bottling  cstiiblishincnt;  Jacob  H.  Ogs- 
bury,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Rev.  J.  S.  Harkey, 
pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

DUNNSVILI.E. 

Dunnsville  is  a  post-office  and  hamlet  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town,  containing  a  population 
of  about  loo.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  Cliristo- 
pher  Dunn,  the  original  owner  of  the  land  there- 
about. It  contains  two  hotels  and  two  blacksmith 
shops.  One  of  the  public  houses  is  kept  by  Samuel 
Robinson,  the  other  by  J.  Jost.  The  blacksmiths 
are  J.  Jost  and  Frederick  Brust.  Near  Dunnsville, 
lives  W.  G.  Davis,  M.  D.,  who  has  a  large 
practice. 

fuller's  station. 

This  thriving  hamlet  grew  up  largely  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  personal  endeavor  of  Hon.  Aaron 
Fuller,  in  honor  of  whose  father  it  was  named. 
It  was  through  his  efforts  that  a  station  on  the 
West  Shore  line  was  established  here,  and  his  ex- 
tensive business  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  local 
interests.  The  place  contains  a  public  house  and 
store,  kept  by  Sandford  S.  Ford  ;  the  store  of  S. 
Van  Allen  ;  the  hay  press  and  produce  commission 
business  of  Hon.  Aaron  Fuller  ;  the  hay  press  of 
Tygert  &  Martin,  dealers  in  produce,  and  a  pop- 
ulation of  about  sixty.  In  this  part  of  the  town  is 
the  State  Road  jMethoJist  Episcopal  Church. 

HON.  AARON  FULLER. 

Aaron  Fuller  was  born  in  Guilderland,  August 
21,  1832.  His  fi-ither  was  Hon.  John  Fuller,  who 
was  universally  known  as  Major  John  Fuller,  on 
account  of  his  rank  in  the  old  State  militia.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1S46,  and  was 
for  two  years  supervis(5r  of  Guilderland  {i^iJffi-j^-j), 
was  a  man  of  influence  in  the  town  and  countv, 
and  died  in  Feliruary,  1882,  aged  nearly  eighty- 
one  years.  Mr.  Fuller's  mother  was  Harriet  Moak, 
•who  was  born  in  1S04,  and  died  in  her  fifty-ninth 
year.  Both  his  parents  were  natives  of  New 
Scotland. 

Mr.  Fuller  received  atho'ough  rudimentary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  and  in  1849  entered 
^the  Schoharie  Academy,  where  he  was  a  .student 
a  year  and  a  half  It  had  been  his  intention  to 
prepare  for  college  there,  but  his  health  failing, 
he  was  obliged  to  return  to  farm  life,  to  which  he 
had  been  rearetl.  February  27,  1S63,  he  married 
Miss  Ada  Fitch,  of  Nesv  Scotland,  who  died  seven 
months  afterward. 

Mr.  Fuller  relinquished  larming  about  fifteen 
years  since,  and  engaged  in  the  produce  trade  at 
Fuller's.  This  station  is  on  a  portion  of  ?*Iajor 
Fuller's  old  homestead,  and  it  was  in  his  honor 


that  it  was  so  named,  upon  the  opening  of  the 
West  Shore  Railroad,  the  station  on  the  Athens 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  ami  trie 
post-olTice,  having  been  called  Fuller's  Station 
for  some  years  before.  It  has  been  chietly  through 
Mr.  Fuller's  influence  that  most  of  the  improve- 
ments in  connection  wiih  the  railway  interests  at 
Fuller's  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  reared  in  the  Democratic  faith 
politically  and  has  never  seen  reason  to  depart 
therefrom.  In  public  affairs,  both  local  and  na- 
tional, he  has  always  taken  a  deep  and  intelligent 
interest.  In  the  sjiring  of  1881,  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  supervisor  of  Guilderland  by  a  majority 
of  1 10,  with  a  political  majority  against  him  of  about 
220,  which,  more  clearly  than  anything  else  could 
have  done,  demonstrated  his  personal  popularity 
in  the  town  ;  and  he  has  been  three  times  re-elect- 
ed. That  this  p'ipularity  extends  much  further 
than  the  town  limits  will  become  apparent,  when 
it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Fuller  was,  in  1S81,  elected  to 
the  Legislature  by  a  majority  of  200  in  his  assembly 
district,  overcominga  Republican  electoral  majority 
of  i,Soo.  Yox  private  reasons,  he  declined  a  re- 
nomination.  So  satisfactory  had  been  Mr.  Fuller's 
official  career,  that  in  the  fall  of  18S2  he  was 
urged  strongly  to  stand  as  the  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Sheriff  of  Albany  County. 

Following  in  the  religious  faith  of  his  parents, 
Mr.  Fuller  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Guilderland,  with  which  they  and  their  entire 
family  were  long  connected. 

GUILDERLAND  STATION 

Is  a  hamlet  of  about  100  population,  and  is  of 
comparatively  recent  growth.  The  principal  busi- 
ness is  carried  on  by  Ilallenbeck  &  Bloomingdale, 
dealers  in  cut  hay ;  Isaac  Reamer,  dealer  in  hay 
and  straw  ;  F.  Van  Liew,  Jr.,  general  merchant, 
and  George  Lauer,  blacksmith. 

m'kownsville 

Is  a  settlement  in  the  .southern  part  of  the  town  :  is 
so  known  in  honor  of  the  McKown  family,  who 
early  settled  here,  and  in  successive  generations 
have  figured  prominently  in  town  affairs.  It  con- 
tains a  small  hotel  and  a  population  of  about  50. 
Its  most  widely  known  resident  is  Thomas  Helme, 
]\I.  D.,  who  has  passed  most  of  his  professional 
life  here. 

knowersville. 

The  largest  and  most  important  business  center 
within  the  town  limits  is  Knowers\illc,  on  the  Del- 
aware and  Hudson  Canal  Company's  Railroad. 
Here  the  most  striking  improvements  in  the  town 
have  been  made,  for  the  village,  which  has  a  popu- 
lation of  not  less  than  (100,  has  sprung  up  almost 
like  Jonah's  gourd.  That  part  of  the  place  lying 
most  remote  from  its  center  of  population  was  fur- 
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merly  known  by  the  same  name,  and  during  late 
years  has  been  popularly  referred  to  as  "'  Old  Know- 
ersville,"  in  contradistinction  from  Knowcrsville 
proper.  It  was  there  that  the  Knower  family,  long 
prominent  in  this  part  of  the  town,  settled  and 
opened  the  work  of  improvements,  and  a  factory 
was  located  there  as  early  as  i  Soo. 

On  the  site  of  the  most  considerable  portion  of 
the  present  village  of  Knowcrsville  there  were  no 
buildings,  in  the  fall  of  1863,  except  two  farm 
houses.  September  16,  that  year,  the  first  pas- 
senger train  from  Albany  to  Central  Bridge,  Scho- 
harie County,  passed  this  point.  That  was  a  day 
which  will  ever  be  memorable  in  the  history  of 
Knowcrsville.  In  the  spring  of  1S64  a  store  was 
built  by  Becker  &  Hilton.  It  has  been  occupied 
by  Albert  Ward,  from  1S65  to  1S6S;  by  Crounse  & 
Hilton,  from  1868  to  1S7S;  by  Mr.  Crounse  (who 
still  owns  the  building),  from  1878  to  1S83,  and 
since  April  i,  18S3,  by  Alynderse  &  Pangburn.  A 
depot  and  several  residences  were  built  before  the 
close  of  the  year  1S64,  and  since  that  lime  im- 
provement has  been  rapid. 

In  1868  another  store  was  built  by  Ira  Witter, 
who  soon  sold  it  to  Joseph  W.  Wright,  who  occu- 
pied it  until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he  leased  it 
to  Abram  A.  Tygert,  its  present  occupant.  A  third 
store  was  built  five  or  six  years  ago,  which  has 
been  managed  by  Mr.  Crowe,  Davenport  &  Crowe, 
and  since  the  spring  of  1885,  Davenport  it  Fred- 
ericks. About  five  years  ago.  Rev.  N.  Klc)ck  built 
a  store,  in  which  he  carried  on  business  about  a 
year.  A  tin  and  stove  store  was  opened  by  W.  H. 
Lay,  who  was  succeeded  by  Osborn  &  Taber,  the 
present  proprietors.  A  furniture  and  undertakers 
store  was  opened  by  John  Thierolf  in  1877.  In 
the  spring  of  1885  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Ogs- 
bury  &  Vanderpool. 

In  1867  the  Union  Hotel  was  built.  It  was  at 
first  managed  by  George  Seversen,  who  in  about 
si.K  months  gave  place  to  Andrew  Warner,  who 
was  in  charge  one  year.  In  1S69  he  was  succeeded 
by  John  Stafford,  the  present  proprietor. 

The  Knowcrsville  House  was  built  in  iS76by 
James^Ogsbury,  who  occupied  it  but  a  short  time. 
It  was  purchased  by  Adam  Wetherwax,  the  pres- 
ent owner.  The  German  House,  a  saloon,  was 
opened  in  1873.  I'  "ow  owned  by  Christian 
Hartman,  who  leases  it  to  M.  Van  Auken. 

In  1874  Henry  Lock  wood  built  a  carriage  fac- 
tory,  which   was  occupied  by  Van    Benscoten  I 
Brothers  from  1874  to  1S80,  and  since  then  has 
been  operated  by  Van  Benscoten  &  Warner.  James 
Oslrandcr,  manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in  shoes, 


has  been  in  business  three  years.  In  1870  William 
H.  Van  Benscoten  established  a  harness  shop, 
which  for  sexcral  years  past  has  been  under  con- 
trol of  Frank  Decker.  Nathaniel  Sturgcs,  jeweler, 
has  been  in  business  about  ten  years.  Hiram  Fre- 
dendall's  bakery  was  established  in  1S79.  A  saw 
and  planing  mill  was  established  a  few  years  ago 
by  Phillcy,  Elsass  &  Warner.  They  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Elsass  &  Philley,  and  they  by  Sands  & 
Son,  who  have  put  in  a  grist-mill  with  three  runs 
of  stones,  and  are  doing  a  good  business  in  their 
line.  Snyder  &  Prout  have  for  some  years  been 
manufacturing  and  dealing  in  wagons  and  car- 
riages. Van  Aernam  &  Steiner,  painters,  began 
business  in  i  S74. 

The  following  firms  and  individuals  are  engaged 
in  the  hay  trade:  Roman  &  Co.,  of  Albany,  James 
Campbell,  agent;  Fairlee  &  Elsass;  Isaac  Reamer, 
representing  New  York  capital,  and  James  Finch, 
with  a  similar  connection.  Sylvester  Sands,  New- 
ton Ketcham,  Frederick  Myndeise  and  Frederick 
Keenholtz  are  grain  buyers,  some  of  them  also 
handling  buckwheat  Hour  and  other  produce. 
Smith  Philley,  station  agent,  deals  quite  extensively 
in  plaster,  lime,  cement,  oil  and  flour.  Other 
business  and  mechanical  interests  are  represented 
by  Rev.  A.  P.  Ludden,  fruit  grower;  Ira  Fairlee, 
liveryman,  and  Friday  et  Sharp,  blacksmiths. 

Hon.  Hiram  Griggs,  attorney,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Knowcrsville  since  1862,  and  has  exerted 
an  influence  by  no  means  slight  upon  the  growth 
and  prosjierity  of  the  place.  Atchison  Mitchell, 
Esq.,  another  successful  lawyer,  has  been  practic- 
ing his  profession  in  the  village  about  four  years. 
Drs.  Frederick  and  Jesse  Crounse  and  Rufus  T. 
Barton  are  resident  practitioners. 

About  1877  Rev.  N.  Klock  began  the  publica- 
tion of  a  local  newspaper  named  the  Golden  Era, 
which  he  issu;d  at  Knowcrsville  for  five  years,  when 
he  removed  it  to  IMechanicsville.  The  Knoivurs- 
villc  Enterprise,  a  seven-column  paper,  well  edited, 
extensively  circulated  and  of  considerable  local  in- 
fluence, Avas  established  by  David  H.  Crowe  in  the 
summer  of  1884. 

Local  trains  making  four  trips  between  Know- 
crsville and  Albany  were  put  on  by  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Company  in  December.  1878. 
In  March,  1879,  the  number  of  trips  was  reduced 
to  three,  as  it  was  found  that  this  arrangement 
would  amply  provide  fur  local  travel,  in  connec- 
I  tion  with  an  increasing  number  of  through  trains, 
all  of  which  stop  at  Knowcrsville.  The  village  is 
admirably  provided  with  freight,  telegraphic  and 
express  facilities,  and  has  stage  connection  with 
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Knox,  Berne  and  West  Berne  and  Thompson's 
Lake,  and  East  Berne. 

Unlike  most  villages  of  its  size  and  importance, 
Knowersville  has  only  one  church.  Mere  people 
of  varying  theological  and  sectarian  beliefs  meet 
with  the  Lutheran  congregation,  joining  in  their 
worship  and  contributing  to  the  support  of  their 
organization  with  a  unanimity  as  commendable  as 
it  is  remarkable.  Its  local  educational  advan- 
tages are  surpassed  by  those  of  few  other  villages 
of  its  size,  a  graded  school  being  maintained,  in 
which  a  high  standard  of  instruction  is  offered. 
Three  teachers  are  employed,  and  there  is  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  ii2.  An  elegant  and  commo- 
dious school-house  was  built  about  ten  years  ago, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $5,000.  Knowersville  has  a 
flourishing  library  association,  and  several  secret, 
social  and  beneficent  organizations,  of  which  many 
of  its  leading  citizens  are  members. 

This  village  po,ssesses  ample  evidence  of  the 
thrift  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  a  village  of  pleasant 
and  attractive  homes,  in  which  are  few  signs  of 
poverty.  The  sjiirit  of  enterprise  is  dominant,  and 
its  business  men  are  progressive  and  fully  abreast 
with  the  times.  It  is  recognized  as  an  important 
railway  point,  and  its  growth  seems  not  yet  to  have 
been  attained. 

MANUFACTURES. 

Guilderland  has  never  been  a  distinctively  man- 
ufacturing town.  Few  manufactories  of  more  than 
local  importance  have  ever  been  established  within 
its  borders.  Most  of  the  manufacturing  enterprises 
established  or  attempted  to  be  established  have  al- 
ready been  incidentally  mentioned.  The  first  nota- 
ble manufactory,  and  in  most  ways  the  most  im- 
portant, ever  established  in  the  town,  was  the 
"glass  house,"  at  the  place  afterward  called  Ham- 
ilton and  now  familiarly  known  as  Sloan's.  This 
was  first  in  operation  in  1792.  "  Spafford's  Gazet- 
teer," published  in  18 1 3,  says  :  "Guilderland  con- 
tains a  Victory  where  are  made  500,000  feet  of  win- 
dow glass  annually. "  This  once  flourishing  busi- 
ness was  discontinued  in  1S15  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  fuel. 

Clothing  works  were  erected  at  French's  Mills  in 
1795  by  Peter  B.  Broeck.  Abel  French  estab-  j 
lished  another  factory  there  in  iSoo,  and  a  third  i 
was  in  operation  at  Knowersville  about  the  same 
time.  In  1813  there  were  100  looms  in  families, 
which  made  annually  about  25,000  yards  of  cloth 
for  common  clothing.  Mi)st  of  these  disappeared 
long  since,  upon  the  introduction  of  cloths  made 
in  the  large  factories  of  our  great  manufacturing 


centers.  At  Sloan's  the  Battermans  early  estab- 
lished a  woolen  factory,  which,  during  several  .suc- 
cessive proprietorshi{)S,  has  been  converted  into  a 
hat  factory,  a  cotton  batting  factory  and  a  foundry. 
As  a  foundry  it  was  first  owned  by  William  Funda. 
The  present  owners  are  Newbury  Chapman,  who 
make  a  specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  piping 
plugs.  Mention  has  been  made  of  grist  and  ilour- 
ing-mills  at  ditTerent  points  within  the  town  bound- 
aries. Veeder's  and  Becker's  mills  were  much  re- 
sorted to  by  the  resident  farmers  early  in  the 
present  century.  Saw-mills  were  few  indeed,  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  timber.  The  large 
woolen  factory  at  Guilderland  Center,  now  tlie 
property  of  E.  Spawn  &  Son,  was  formerly  owned 
by  Reed  &  Co.  The  cider  and  vinegar  manuflic- 
tories  of  A.  \.  jNIynderse  and  ^Michael  PI.  Freder- 
ick, in  the  same  neighborhood,  are  worthy  of  note 
in  this  connection  ;  so,  also,  are  the  saw-mill, 
planing-mill  and  grist-mill  of  Sands  &  Sons  ;  the 
carriage  factory  of  Van  Ben  Scoten  &  Warner  ;  the 
wagon  manufactory  of  Snyder  &  Trout — all  at 
Knowersville — and  the  spring-bed  manufactory  and 
bottling  establishment  of  A.  F.  Deitz,  at  Guilder- 
land  Center. 

THE  iNIEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

Dr.  Jame«  S.  Lowe  came  to  Guilderland 
from  Saratoga  in  1820,  and  died  in  1847.  Dr. 
Frederick  Crounse  has  practiced  his  profession  in 
the  town  since  1833.  Dr.  W.  G.  Davis  is  also  an 
old  practitioner.  Dr.  Jonathan  Johnson,  from 
Dana,  Massachusetts,  practiced  in  the  town  until 
his  death  in  1861.  Dr.  Wands,  from  New  Scot- 
land, practiced  here  about  eight  years,  and  removed 
to  Cohoes.  He  died  about  fourteen  years  ago. 
Dr.  .\ndre\\  Wilson  came  when  a  young  man  from 
Kinderhook,  Columbia  County,  and  practiced  in 
Guilderland  some  twenty-four  years.  Removing 
to  Albany,  he  died  there  about  1S77.  Dr.  Barrows 
bought  his  residence  (at  Sloan's)  and  his  ride  in 
this  town,  and  upon  leaving  sold  them  in  turn  to 
Dr.  Abram  De  GralT,  who  has  since  enjoyed  a 
lucrative  practice.  Dr.  Thomas  Helme,  of  Mc- 
Kownsville,  has  passed  most  of  his  life  in  this 
town,  and  is  widely  respected  and  employed.  Dr. 
William  Zea,  a  native  of  Gallupville,  .^choharie 
County,  located  at  Guilderland  Center,  and  after 
twelve  years'  practice  there  died  C)f  consumption. 
Dr.  Jesse  Crc)unse  received  his  dipl<:>ma  at  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1877,  and  is  located  at  Know- 
ersville. Dr.  R.  F.  Barton  graduated  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan,  and  after  a  few  years'  practice  at 
his  native  place  (Portland,  Vermont),  came  to 
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Knowersvillo  some  years  since.  Dr.  Aiidrcsv  C. 
Crounse  received  his  diploma  early  in  liie  present 
year. 

CHURCH  HISTORY  OF  GUILDERLAND. 

THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCHES. 

The  Dutch  colonists  at  Albany  soon  extended 
their  settlements  into  the  surrounding  country,  and 
ministers  of  religion  followed  and  labored  for  many 
years  among  the  scattered  settlements,  preaching 
in  private  houses  and  barns,  gathering  the  scattered 
members  of  the  Lutheran  faith  together,  and  thus 
laid  the  foundation  iVir  future  organizati(Mi. 

We  learn  that  the  churches  of  Guilderland  were 
thus  served  by  these  godly  pioneers.  One  or  two 
are  worthy  of  notice.  The  first  that  came  to  this 
town  was  Rev.  Peter  N.  Sommers,  in  1743.  This 
will  appear  from  his  diary.  Thus: 

"In  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  I,  Peter 
Nicholas  Sommers,  horn  the  City  of  Hamburgh, 
authorized  as  Evangelical  Lutheran  preacher  by 
the  Consistory  of  Trinitatus  at  London,  and  or- 
dained by  the  Rev.  Johann  George  Palm,  started 
from  Hamburgh,  and  under  God's  almighty  protec- 
tion arrived  at  London  on  the  25th  day  of  October, 
1742.  On  the  27th  started  for  Albany,  where  I  re- 
mained till  the  25th  of  Way.  The  Lord  our  God 
be  with  me,  that  the  great  end  of  my  arduous  office 
may  be  accomplished,  that  the  name  of  the  Lord 
may  be  glorified.    Amen. " 

We  learn  from  the  same  record  that  his  field  of 
labor  was  wide,  as  he  preached  to  the  Lutheran 
people  in  Claverack,  Hoosick,  Stone-Arabia,  Little 
Falls,  Canajoharie,  Schoharie,  Helderberg  and 
Albany.  He  spent  his  life  in  this  field,  and  was 
universally  beloved.  He  located  at  Schoharie,  and 
after  more  than  fifty  years  of  laborious  and  efficient 
service  died  at  Sharon  in  1795,  aged  eighty-five 
years,  and  was  interred  near  the  Old  Fort  Church 
at  Schoharie. 

Though  he  preached  occasionally  in  Guilderland 
and  performed  ministerial  services  among  the 
families  C)fthe  Lutheran  faith,  no  regular  organiza- 
tion was  effected  till  the  13th  of  October.  1787, 
when  the  St.  John's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
was  duly  organized,  with  Rev.  Hcinrich  Moeller  as 
the  first  regular  pastor. 

The  first  communion  service  was  observed, 
August  II,  1788,  when  fifty-eight  communicants 
were  present.  Rev.  Mr.  Moeller  came  from  Ham- 
burg, Germany,  and  studied  theology  with  Rev.  Dr. 
Muhlenbergh,  of  Philadelphia.  He  served  as  chap- 
Iain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  after  which  he 
served  several  congregations.    At  one  time  he  was 


pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Albany,  and  the 
first  Lutheran  house  of  worship  in  that  city  was 
erected  under  his  minisiry.  He  was  reputed  as  a 
noble  example  of  a  pure,  devoted  minister.  He 
served  the  church  at  Guilderland  six  years,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Mayers,  who  served  the  church  but  a 
short  term.  His  successor  was  Rev.  L.  Merket, 
who  ministered  to  the  church  a  number  of  years, 
baptizing  and  instructing  the  children,  and  con- 
firming them  at  a  certain  age  as  members  in  full 
communion,  as  was  the  practice  in  those  days. 

In  the  year  1S2S  this  church  called  to  the  pastor- 
ate Rev.  Adam  Crounse,  then  a  young  man  of 
good  talents  and  acquirements,  of  unblemished 
moral  character,  and  unquestioned  fidelity  to  his 
faith,  a  firm  believer  in  all  the  great  doctrines  of 
the  cross,  especially  in  the  great  cardinal  doctrine 
of  justification  by  faith.  Standing  on  this  funda- 
mental truth,  he  manifested  the  spirit  and  firmness 
of  the  great  reformer  when  he  said,  "  Here  I  stand. " 
And  one  might  as  well  attempt  to  overturn  the 
Helderbergs  as  to  swerve  him  from  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  his  faith.  And  his  was  not  a  dead  iaith. 
He  preached  as  a  condition  of  justification  repent- 
ance toward  God  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  faith  which  works  by  love  as  the  only 
evidence  of  regeneration. 

Though  he  adopted  the  Augsberg  confession 
and  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Hardwick 
Synod,  yet  he  took  a  new  departure  from  the  old 
practice  of  confirming  without  an  experimental 
knowledge  of  Christ. 

With  a  yearning  passion  for  saving  souls,  he  en- 
tered upon  his  mission  here.  From  this  date  the 
congregation  has  been  carried  onward  and  upward 
in  an  unparalleled  degree  in  spiritual  and  temporal 
prosperity. 

Indeed,  what  else  might  be  expected  from  the 
service  of  such  a  man  with  the  blessing  of  God  in 
a  large  field  of  more  than  200  families  through  a 
space  of  35  years.'  The  answer  is — ^just  what  now 
exists — one  of  the  largest  and  strongest  churches 
within  the  Hardwick  Synod. 

At  his  first  communion  he  records  the  names  of 
47,  and  adils  these  wonls  : 

"May  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant  that  the 
above  recorded  souls  may  not  only  hold  fellowship 
here,  but  eventually  meet  around  the  throne  of 
God,  and  there  unite  in  singing  the  song  of  the 
Lamb,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  their  servant  for 
Christ's  sake,  Adam  Crou.vse.  " 

Previous  to  this  time,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  the 
congregation  had    never   witnessed   any  special 
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season  of  grace.  But  under  the  ministration  of 
such  a  pastor  a  great  change  was  to  come.  The 
year  1832  was  one  of  general  revival  influence 
throughout  the  land.  In  many  places  Pcntacustal 
seasons  of  grace  were  witnessed.  A  young  man 
came  to  the  Glass  House,  a  village  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  town,  and  was  invited  to  preach  in 
the  Union  School  House.  At  -the  close  of  the  ser- 
vice he  was  urged  to  stay  and  preach  another 
Sabbath.  During  the  week  it  became  evident  that 
several  were  deeply  impressed  by  that  first  discourse. 
Soon  a  most  striking  work  of  grace  commenced. 
It  extended  to  the  Helderberg.  Many  from  the 
families  of  the  Reformed  and  the  Lutheran  Churches 
came  to  the  meeting  and  returned  to  tell  what  God 
had  done  for  them. 

The  increasing  interest  caused  the  Reformed 
Church  to  open  their  house  for  special  religious 
services,  which  were  greatly  blessed. 

Dominie  Crounse  came,  and  for  a  time  sat  in 
silence,  and  he  saw  the  grace  of  God  and  was  glad; 
he  drank  in  the  spirit  and  joined  in  earnest  prayer, 
and  went  home  and  resolved  to  have  revival  ser- 
vice in  his  own  church. 

As  a  result,  he  records  at  his  next  communion, 
100  having  joined  the  church  on  that  occasion. 
From  this  date  we  could  record  frequent  outpour- 
ing of  the  Spirit  on  this  community.  During 
thirty-five  years  Dominie  Crounse  sow  ed  the  good 
seed  of  the  kingdom  with  an  unsparing  hand,  and 
laid  the  foundation  for  great  prosperity,  making  it 
a  joyful  service  for  his  successors  to  reap  the  golden 
harvest.  Here  he  lived  and  labored  till  called  up 
higher.  We  read  from  the  mmutes  of  the  Hard- 
wick  Synod  : 

"Our  venerable  and  beloved  brother,  Rev.  A. 
Crounse,  was  permitted  to  leave  the  land  of  the 
dying  and  enter  the  land  of  the  living  on  the  13th 
of  May  last,  1864.  For  more  than  a  year  he 
seemed  to  dwell  on  Pisgah's  summit,  with  the 
heavenly  land  and  the  celestial  city  in  full  view." 

Rev.  J.  W.  Lake  succeeded  Mr.  Crounse  and 
served,  the  church  acceptably  for  four  years, 
when,  ii  1869,  Rev.  David  Swope  was  called  as 
pastor  cud  served  the  church  until  April,  1S75. 
In  1^71  the  church  enjoyed  another  revival  of 
religion,  which  resulted  in  ninety  additions  to  the 
membership. 

It  was  now  evident  to  all  the  congregation  that 
the  old  church  must  be  extensively  repaired  or  a 
new  one  built.  The  church  and  parsonage  stood 
in  the  country,  midway  between  (luilderland 
Center  and  Knowersville,  about  two  miles  from 
each.    Neither  of  these  villages,  situated  upon  two 


railroads,  had  a  church  of  any  denomination. 
Several  meetings  were  held  and  various  proposi- 
tions discussed — whether  the  old  church  should  be 
repaired  or  torn  down  and  a  new  one  erected  in 
its  place  ;  or  whether  the  old  site  should  be 
aliandoned  and  two  new  churches  built,  one  in 
each  village.  Other  denominations  were  awake  to 
the  importance  of  occupying  the  villages. 

The  i^Iethodists  had  purchased  a  lot  in  Knowers- 
ville and  were  preparing  to  build  a  church.  At 
length,  after  much  discussion,  St.  John's  wisely 
voted,  by  a  large  majority,  to  abandon  the  old  site 
and  build  a  new  church  in  each  village.  At  the 
same  session,  Mr.  John  Mann  gave  a  spacious  lot 
for  the  church  in  Guilderland  Center,  and  Mr. 
Conrad  Crounse  one  large  enough  for  a  church 
and  a  parsonage  at  Knowersville.  A  few  were 
dissatisfied,  but  by  judicious  management  serious 
trouble  was  avoided.  Two  beautiful  churches, 
costing  in  the  aggregate  over  $20,000,  were  built 
simultaneously.  The  one  at  the  Center  was  con- 
secrated, Pebruary  21,  1872.  and  the  one  at 
Km  iwersville  on  the  14th  of  March  fjllowing. 
Funds  suflicient  to  pay  all  indebtedness  incurred 
in  erecting  both  these  churches  were  subscribed  at 
the  consecration.  The  congregation  agreed  to  re- 
main as  a  unit  for  five  years,  though  worshiping 
in  two  places.  They  have  since  peacefully  divided, 
the  Knowersville  church  taking  the  name  of  St. 
James',  and  the  Guilderland  church  adopting  that 
of  St.  ALirk's.  The  Methodists,  seeing  the  ground 
so  satisfactorily  occupied  at  Knowersville,  sold 
their  lots  and  wisely  abandoned  all  thought  of 
building  a  house  of  worship  there. 

These  churches  were  erected  under  the  ministry 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Swope,  and  the  covenant,  agreement 
and  conditions  judiciously  carried  out  under  the 
efficient  ministry  of  Rev.  A.  P.  Ludden,  whose 
praise  is  in  all  the  churches  of  his  denomination  as 
a  most  successful  pastor. 

He  was  the  successor  of  Rev.  Mr.  Swope,  and, 
after  serving  these  churches  over  five  years,  he  had 
the  happiness  of  introducing  to  the  communion 
of  saints  121  at  Guilderland  Center  and  173  at 
Knowersville.  He  has  since  retired  from  the  pas- 
torate, and  devotes  himself  now  to  revival  efforts 
among  the  churches.  Both  of  these  churches  are 
in  a  prosperous  state  and  self-sustaining.  The 
I  Rev.  Mr.  Heck  recently  has  been  called  to  Know- 
ersville. The  sister  church  is  uniler  the  pastoml 
care  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Harkey.  Each  sustains  a  large 
and  nourishing  Sabbath  school.  W'e  doubt  w  hether 
there  is  a  town  within  the  bounds  of  the  denomi- 
nation where  the  salt  of  grace  and  divine  truth 
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has  produced  a  more  saving  effect,  or  inspired 
with  more  spiritual  energy,  or  can  produce  such 
an  array  of  carriages  coming  in  procession  from 
every  way  and  making  hasie  to  the  house  of  God 
on  the  Saljbath  morning,  as  ma}'  be  witnessed  in 
Guiiderland. 

THE   REFORMED  CHURCH. 

There  is  no  record  of  this  church  back  of  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Van  Heusen,  who 
was  called  here  in  1795,  and  remained  pastor 
thirty  years.  Twenty-five  years  ago  "Father"' 
Hilson,  then  ninety  years  of  age,  stated  that  the 
first  minister  here  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Schu- 
naman,  stationed  at  Katskill,  who  came  and 
preached  in  the  barns  and  administered  the  sacra- 
ments ;  that  on  one  occasion  he  found  it  dilhcult 
to  gain  their  attention,  as  the  people  on  Saturday 
had  been  to  one  of  those  old-fashioned  horse-races 
which  were  frequent  in  those  times,  when  he  ex- 
claimed: "I  wish  you  could  see  yourselves  sliding 
right  into  hell,"  when  all  roused  up  with  surprise. 
He  added:  "  not  that  I  want  you  to  go  there,  but 
see  your  danger  and  tlee  from  it." 

At  another  time,  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
he  tried  to  rouse  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty 
to  their  country.  He  told  them  it  was  high  time 
to  rise  and  shake  off  the  foreign  yoke;  that  sub- 
mission to  England  was  no  virtue;  that  rebellion 
was  no  crime.  But  he  was  told,  during  the  week, 
that  it  was  folly  to  think  of  overcoming  Great 
Britain,  and,  failing,  England  wc'uld  confiscate  all 
their  property.  On  the  next  Sabbath  he  brought 
the  subject  before  them  again  and  said:  "You  say 
you  are  afraid  you  will  lose  your  property  '  Prop- 
erty.? you  ought  to  be  willing  to  lose  your  lives  in 
the  sacred  cause  of  liberty!"  Here  the  old  man 
rose,  and,  bending  under  the  weight  of  ninety 
years,  in  voice  and  gesture  used  his  ministerial 
authority  to  enforce  his  sentiments.  But  the 
Tories,  he  said,  considered  him  a  troubler  in 
Israel,  and  on  that  evening,  as  he  was  taking  tea 
at  a  dwelling  under  the  Helderberg,  near  the 
"  Indian  Ladder,"  they  fired  bullets  into  the  house. 

But  the  dominie  took  a  light,  and,  in  spile  of 
the  resistance  of  the  women,  who  said  the  assailing 
party  would  kill  him,  rushed  out,  and  he  said  they 
ran  like  cowards.  It  is  cause  for  congratulation  to 
all  her  citizens  that  such  a  Christian  patriot  min- 
istered in  Guiiderland.  Let  his  name  go  down  to 
posterity  and  be  cherished  by  every  generation 
here. 

But  Dominie  Van  Ileusen  was  the  first  pastor. 
By  his  instructions  and  baptisms  he  drew  together 


and  laid  a  good  foundation  for  the  church  in  com- 
ing years.  He  was  a  kind  of  second  John  the 
Baptist.  He  baptized  all  the  chiUlreu  that  were 
brought  to  him.  Abraham  Van  Derpool,  who 
was  a  worthy  elder,  and  has  just  passctl  away, 
aged  nearly  one  hundred  years,  stated  that  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  dominie  to  visit  the  families  be- 
fore communion  and  instruct  the  youth,  telling 
them  that  their  parents  took  on  themselves  the  cov- 
enant vows  for  the  children  in  infancy,  but  now  it 
was  their  duty  to  assume  them;  gave  them  some 
catechism  to  learn,  and  then  received  them  into  the 
church.  So  far  as  can  be  learned,  they  had  never 
witnessed  any  special  season  of  grace.  Still  good 
christians  grew  up  here,  on  whom  grace  had  dis- 
tilled like  the  morning  dew.  After  a  noble  service 
of  thirty  years  he  withdrew  from  the  pastorate  and 
soon  after  died,  and  was  interred  in  the  cemetery 
at  Xew  Scotland.  Rev.  Dr.  Hardenburgh  was 
next  called,  who,  after  a  few  months,  was  called  to 
the  city  of  New  York.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Robert  Blair,  who,  on  account  of  impairetl 
health,  soon  removed  to  New  Jersey,  but  he  left 
the  footprints  of  a  godly  man,  beloved  by  all  the 
congregation.  After  him,  they  extended  a  call  to 
Rev.  Nanning  Bogardus,  a  man  of  a  robust  con- 
stitution, with  a  lion-like  voice,  but  it  v>'as  soon 
discovered  that  he  was  not  the  man  for  the  place, 
and  he  was  dismissed. 

They  next  called  Rev.  Thomas  Frazer,  who  did 
good  service  for  a  short  time;  but,  on  account  of 
some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  renting  the  seats, 
in  which  he  took  part,  he  impaired  his  influence, 
and,  having  a  call  to  another  charge,  was  dismissed. 
The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  William  Ikiley,  a  young 
man  who  did  good  service,  especially  among  the 
youth,  in  gathering  them  into  the  Sabbath  school; 
but,  after  a  short  time,  having  a  call  to  Schodack, 
he  asked  for  a  dismission,  which  was  granted. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Steele  was  next  called.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  talents  and  acquirements,  a  sound 
and  instructive  preacher,  but  confineii  himself  very 
much  to  his  home  and  his  study.  He  was  a  lover 
of  books  and  knowledge.  Inspired  somewhat  with 
a  spirit  of  poetry,  he  at  length  brought  forth  a  very 
respectable  volume  of  poems.  But  he  never  gained 
a  warm  affection  from  the  people.  He  served  them 
well  for  some  six  years,  and  then  retireil  by  mutual 
consent.  He  is  still  living — the  oldest  pastor  in 
the  r<efcrmed  Church. 

In  1 848  this  church  extended  a  unanimous  call 
to  Rev.  Wm.  P.  Davis,  with  whom  they  were  well 
acquainted,  who  came  to  the  town  in  1832  anti 
commenced  his  service  at  the  Glass   House,  a 
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village  some  fourrnilcs  away,  where  his  labors  were 
greatly  blessed,  externlingto  the  suburbs  of  Albany. 
He  had  often  assisted  in  revival  service  in  this  con- 
gregation ;  and  as  early  as  1834  had  been  otTerod 
a  call  to  this  church,  which  he  declined  ;  but  he 
accepted  the  latter  call,  and  was  installed  as  pastor 
in  184S  ;  and  it  may  be  interesting  to  quote  a  [para- 
graph from  his  semi-centennial  discourse,  delivered 
in  1882  : 

"At  the  time  I  was  installed  over  this  beloved 
people,  I  felt  that  God  had  let  me  fall  just  in  the 
niche  I  was  ordained  to  fill.  I  have  ever  been  dis- 
posed to  count  it  among  the  happiest  circumstances 
of  my  life  that  my  lot  was  cast  here.  I  found  a 
people  kind,  frank  and  friendly,  who  cast  the 
mantle  of  charity  over  my  many  imperfections,  ami 
by  whose  cordial  co-operation  God  has  made  use 
of  the  weakness  of  man  to  set  off  the  luster  of  His 
sovereign  grace.  Before  1  proceed  to  a  rehearsal 
of  the  grace  of  God  here,  I  will  say  that  abundant 
is  the  occasion  I  have  in  reviewing  what  God  has 
done  here — where  I  have  reaped  the  first  fruits  of 
my  labors  ;  where  I  have  beheld  the  rich  displays 
of  converting  grace,  the  remembrance  of  which 
will  be  fondly  cherished  to  my  dying  day,  and  I 
trust  will  be  revived  again  in  brighter  realms,  and 
recounted  in  celestial  songs — that  all  success  has 
been  of  God.  Let  human  instrumentalities  be 
forgotten,  while  the  remembrance  of  what  God  has 
done  be  cherished  to  the  glory  of  His  grace. 
To  illustrate  the  work  of  grace  here,  I  may  state 
that  as  early  as  September,  1832,  I  was  called  to 
perform  service  here,  and  have  preached  more  or 
less  for  fifty  years  within  your  bounds  ;  was  invited 
to  assist  in  some  of  the  first  revival  efforts  in  this 
place,  and  well  remember  the  first  service  in  the 
old  red  church,  a  structure  of  from  50  to  60  feet 
square.  It  was  well  filled  ;  never  saw  so  many  old 
men  together.  Some  covered  their  bald  heads 
with  bandana  handkerchiefs.  But  as  I  came  down 
from  the  high  goblet-shaped  pulpit,  O,  what  a 
greeting  I  received  1  I  could  see  by  the  expression 
of  their  eyes  and  the  transparency  of  their  looks 
that  it  meant  goodness  of  heart,  open  frankness, 
genuine  hospitality,  and  these  I  have  ever  found  to 
be  the  characteristics  of  Dutchmen.  But  the  spirit 
of  God  was  poured  out,  and  manv  were  examined 
to  unite  with  the  church.  One  woman  rose  and 
told  her  experience,  revealing  the  wonderful  grace 
of  God. 

"Long  before  I  became  pastor  I  witnessed 
seve.ral  special  seasons  of  grace.  But  as  pastor  [ 
\  was  received  with  open  arms.  Thev  gave  me  the 
most  cordial  co-operation  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  prosperity  of  this  church  ;  they  came  forward 
with  willing  hearts  and  liberal  hands;  they  adopted 
as  a  rule  :  Owe  no  man  any  thing  ;  hence  the 
funds  were  subscribed  before  work  began." 

In  1S34  the  old  red  church  gave  place  to  a  com- 
modious house  of  worship,  which  answered  well 
their  purpose  for  thirty-four  )ears,  when   it  was 


necessary,  to  meet  the  wants  of  this  large  and  in- 
creasing congregation,  to  build  again.  For  this 
purpose  ten  subscribed  $200  each,  viz.  :  John 
Bloomingdale,  Adam  Bloomingdale,  William  Rel- 
yea,  Jacob  N.  Hallenbeck,  James  Fryer,  Alexan- 
der I'Vyer,  Abram  Van  Auken,  ]\Iyndert  La  Grange, 
William  P.  Davis.  Twenty-three  signed  $100 
each,  and  so  on  till  about  $8,000  was  raised,  and 
the  year  1867  witnessed  the  erection  of  a  beautiful 
and  substantial  structure,  with  circular  gallery  and 
commodious  audience  room,  50  by  80  feet,  with 
the  most  comfortable  model  seats,  handsomely 
furnished,  ceilings  frescoed  and  ornamented — 
nothing  gaudy,  but  all  presenting  a  uniform  and 
fine  view;  capable  of  seating  seven  hundred  ;  with 
suitable  spire  and  fine-toned  bell  of  2,060  pounds. 
It  was  erected  under  t!ie  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Wm. 
P.  Davis,  who  drew  the  plan  and  specifications, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee. 
Completed  at  an  expense  of  not  less  than  $9,000, 
without  debt. 

In  1856  the  parsonage,  standing  on  the  south 
part  of  the  parsonage  f\rm  of  fifty  acres,  conveyed 
to  this  church  by  the  late  Patroon,  was  remodeled 
and  enlarged,  at  an  expense  of  $1,600;  previous 
to  which,  a  line  of  sheds  600  feet  long,  the  best  to 
be  found  in  Albany  County,  was  built,  with 
ample  grounds,  all  inclosed  with  a  fine  banister 
fence  standing  on  rock  ;  all  of  which  bespeaks  the 
liberality  and  piety  of  a  good  people  in  the  best  of 
causes.  We  again  quote  from  the  semi-centennial 
sermon  : 

"As  to  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  this  church, 
there  are  many  still  living  who  can  bear  testimony 
that  they  have  witnessed  the  grace  of  God,  n.  )t 
only  as  the  morning  dew,  but  in  refreshing  showers 
from  on  hijjh,  and  that  revival  has  followed  revival 
for  more  than  twenty  years.  In  1858  we  enjoyed 
a  Pentacostal  season.  Such  was  the  prayerful  de- 
sire that  we  could  stand  still  and  see  the  salvation 
of  God. 

"The  result  was  an  addition  of  100  on  the  first 
Sabbath  in  May  ;  and  three  years  after  65  were 
added  to  the  church." 

We  cannot  go  farther  into  detail,  but  will  slate 
one  or  two  tilings  which  contributed  to  this  result. 
One  was  the  organization  of  a  ladies'  sewing  soci- 
ety, which  extended  through  the  whole  congrega- 
tion, and  brought  into  social  intercourse  the  whole 
parish,  without  respect  of  persons.  They  hail  a 
good  entertainment,  and  closed  with  prayer.  This 
was  kept  up  for  eight  months.  Then  the  ladies' 
fair,  in  a  spacious  tent,  wiuLh  cleared  $450,  pur- 
chased a  fine-toneil  bell,  which  became  the  loudest 
preacher  to  call  all  to  the  house  of  God.  This 
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not  only  protiuced  harmony  of  views,  but  in  bring-- 
ing-  all  the  people  into  social  intercourse  with  the 
pastor,  and  as  all  had  taken  ])art  in  the  enterprise, 
it  created  a  united  interest  and  produced  a  wonder- 
ful revolution  in  church-going  to  the  present  time. 
This  is  witnessed  by  a  stranger  with  surprise,  to 
see  some  three  hundred  carriages  coming  from  dif- 
ferent directions  to  the  churches  on  the  Sabbath 
morning.  Ancjther  is  the  interest  resulting  from 
the  Sabbath  school.  Fifty  years  ago  there  was  no 
Sabbath  school  in  this  vicinity.  Revival  influence 
led  to  the  organization  of  many,  and  so  conducted 
as  to  become  the  nursery  of  the  church.  By  judi- 
cious instruction  the  youth  have  been  kept  within 
the  bounds  of  the  church,  and  so  efl'icient  has  been 
the  application  of  truth  as  to  lead  many  of  them  to 
Christ. 

Sabbath  school  concerts  originated  in  Guil- 
derland,  which  excited  an  interest  throughout 
all  this  community.  When,  at  length,  the 
county  convention  met  here,  Dr.  Lawyers  and 
other  eloquent  speakers  said  they  had  come  to  stir 
us  up,  but  they  were  stirred  up  themselves  by  the 
interest  manifested  and  asketl  how  it  had  been 
produced.  They  were  answered  that  it  was  the  result 
of  our  Sunday  school  concerts.  They  said  they 
would  record  this  as  the  banner  town  of  the 
county,  and  from  their  recommendation  this  local 
practice  obtained  in  other  towns  and  counties.  Eut 
the  moving  power  of  all  we  attribute  to  the  prayer- 
ful co-operation  of  all,  and  more  especially  to  the 
devoted  efforts  and  prayers  of  a  band  of  godly 
mothers  in  Israel. 

After  witnessing  the  blessing  of  God  on  this 
church  for  more  than  tsventy  years,  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  edifice  and  the  enlargement  of  the  con- 
gregation, Alexander  Fryer  and  wife,  who  had  been 
awaiting  the  dedication  of  the  church  with  deep  in- 
terest, died  nearly  at  the  same  time,  and  were  brought 
to  the  church,  and  this  funeral  service  was  the  first 
performed  in  the  building.  And  there,  too,  the 
church  and  congregation  were  dedicatetl  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Triune  God  in  the  presence  of  the 
dead. 

Soon  after  this  Rev.  Wm.  P.  Davis,  having  a  call 
-.^o  Rotterdam,  accepted,  and  was  dismissed  in 
1869. 

Rev.  S.  L.  Gamble  became  his  successor,  and 
during  his  pastorate  of  fourteen  years  the  church 
has  been  greatly  blessed;  revival  has  followed 
revival  ;  large  numbers  have  been  added  to  the 
church;  and  it  now  reptjrts  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  families  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  com- 
municants. 


H.VMILTON'  UNION-  CHURCH  OF  GUILDERL.VND. 

This  church,  of  the  Presbyterian  faith,  was 
organized,  March  25,  1S24,  by  a  committee  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Albany,  Rev.  .Mr.  \N'eed,  of  All>any, 
acting  as  moderator.  The  original  members 
numbered  seventeen.  In  the  fall  of  1S25  the 
membership  had  increased  to  thirty-seven. 
October  19,  that  year,  Rev.  Judson  Buck,  the  first 
pastor,  was  installed.  His  successors  have  been 
as  follows:  Rev.  William  P.  Davis,  who  was  insiall- 
ed  December  i,  1835;  Rev.  Mr.  Cooney;  Rev. 
B.  H.  Pitman,  of  Albany,  who  entered  upon  his 
jiastoral  duties  in  1847;  Rev.  J.  Clancy,  who  came 
in  1852;  Rev.  W.  Frothingham,  who  was  installed 
in  Januarv,  1856;  Rev.  W.  W.  Page,  who  assumed 
charge  in  June,  1862;  Rev.  J.  B.  Adams,  who  was 
installed  June  i,  1865;  Rev.  D.  Vermilye,  who 
came  in  1869;  Rev.  W.  P.  Davis,  who  entered  upon 
a  second  pastorate  in  May,  1873;  J-  O- 

Fleet,  who  came  in  February,  18S0;  and  the  pres- 
ent pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Webster  Belden,  who  lias 
served  since  November,  iSSi. 

The  membership  of  this  church  is  about  one 
hundred.  Its  house  of  worship  was  dedicated 
January  30,  1S34. 

GUILDEKLAND   JIETHOOIST  EPISCOP.VL  CHURCH. 

Methodist  preaching  has  been  conducted  in  this 
town  tluring  nearly  the  whole  of  this  century.  At 
first  it  was  in  private  houses;  then  for  a  long  time 
service  was  held  in  the  school-house  of  the  Chese- 
bro  District,  near  Fuller's  Station.  About  1S52 
a  great  revival  occurred,  and  the  people  began  to 
cast  about  for  a  more  permanent  place  of  worship. 

Guilderland  village,  familiarly  known  as  ihe 
Glass  House,  was  settled  upon  as  the  api)ro- 
priate  place.  Land  for  a  church  building  was 
there  donated  by  Geo.  C.  Batterman,  and  a 
church  eflifice,  costing  about  $2,000,  was  erected 
and  dedicated  in  the  autumn  of  1S52. 

On  April  18,  1853,  a  regular  church  organiza- 
tion was  effected,  and  the  church  incorporated,  wiih 
the  following  as  trustees:  Henry  Spawn,  John 
Arnold,  Giles  Reagles,  Isaac  Pearl,  Robert  D. 
Carhart,  Flijah  Chesebro,  Wm.  Powel,  Williams 
Chesebro  and  M.  Y.  Cheesebrough. 

In  May,  1854,  the  present  parsonage  property 
was  purchased  for  about  $900. 

In  1866,  during  the  past*>rate  of  the  Rev.  E.  Y.. 
Taylor,  the  church  was  raised  and  a  basement 
for  chapel  purposes  placed  under  it,  a  gallery 
was  built  across  the  end  and  several  other  altera- 
tions made,  the  whole  improvement  costing  about 
$3,000. 
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Again,  in  1884,  under  the  labors  of  Rev.  E.  C. 
Hoyt,  the  church  was  repaired  inside  and  outside, 
at  a  cost  of  $600. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  present  church  echfice 
the  following  pastors  have  olTiciatetl  at  its  altar: 

Revs.  Alvin  Robbins,  l^ishop  Isbell,  A.  Osborn, 
J.  F.  Craig,  Andrew  Heath,  Andrew  Garvin,  E.  E. 
Taylor,  J.  Leonard,  B.  F.  Livingston,  W.  J. 
Sands,  J.  B.  Wood,  Jarvis  Devol,  J.  S.  Bridgforil, 
George  \V.  Easton,  John  Lemley,  C.  V.  Grismer, 
Myron  \A'hite  and  E.  C.  Hoyt. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHLRCH  OF  m'kOWXSVU.LE. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  McKouns- 
ville  is  situated  about  one  mile  west  of  the  Albany 
City  line,  on  the  western  turnpike.  It  was  the  out- 
growth of  Sundfiy  school  services  held  in  a  neigh- 
boring school-house,  in  which  there  was  also  occa- 
sional preaching. 

The  church  edifice  was  built  in  1866,  an  acre  of 
ground  for  the  purpose  having  been  given  by  Mr. 
John  McKown.    The  original  cost  of  the  structure 


was  about  $2,800.  During  1SS4,  the  church  was 
repaired  and  improved,  at  an  expense  of  about 
$250. 

This  organization  has  been  connected  with  the 
church  at  Guilderland  in  one  pastoral  charge,  and 
has  had  the  following  pastors:  Revs.  E.  E.  Taylor, 
J.  Leonard,  B.  F.  Livingston,  \V.  }.  Sands,  J.  B. 
Wood,  J.  Devol,  J.  S.  Bridgford,  George  \V. 
Fasten,  John  Lemley,  C.  V.  Grismer,  Myron 
^^'hite,  E.  C.  Hoyt.  It  has  a  membership  of  fifty 
and  an  average  attendance  of  about  i  50. 

THE  STATE  KOAD  METHODIST  EriSCOPAL  CHL'KCH. 

The  State  Road  Methodist  Church  was  organized 
in  1864,  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Taylor,  with  thirty  mem- 
bers. A  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1865,  at 
a  cost  of  nearly  $4,000,  largclv  through  the  gene- 
rosity of  a  Mr.  Parker,  who  was  residing  tem- 
porarily in  the  neighborhood  of  Fuller's  Station. 
The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  John  X.  Short.  The 
present  pastor  is  Rev.  William  O.  Tower,  who 
lives  at  Schenectady. 
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HON.  IIIRAM  GRIGGS. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  Griggses,  of  which  Hon. 
Hiram  Griggs,  of  Knowersvillc,  is  a  representative, 
who  came  to  America,  was  John  Griggs,  a  Scotch- 
man. The  pecuhar  circumstances  of  his  emi- 
gration are  traditional  in  the  family.  Drafted  into 
the  British  service  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
he  made  his  escape  from  an  English  man-of-war 
when  off  the  coast  of  Connecticut,  in  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  swam  ashore.  In  time  he  seems  to 
have  made  his  way  to  Massachusetts,  where  he 
married  Mary  Skeels.  Removing  not  long  after- 
ward to  New  York  State,  he  settled  in  Old 
Schoharie  (now  Esperance),  Schoharie  County. 
He  had  si.x  children,  of  whom  the  fourth  in  order 
of  nativity  was  John  P.  Griggs,  father  of  Hiram 
Griggs,  who  was  born  in  Esperance  in  1797,  and 
died  in  Guildcrland  in  i86i).  His  wife,  ?*Iargaret 
Vc  •■aline,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  survives  him, 
aged  eighty-three.  John  P.  Griggs  had  five  children, 
four  sons  and  a  daughter,  of  whom  Hiram  Griggs 
was  the  fourth,  born  in  Esperance,  March  18,  1836. 

Mr.  Griggs  received  his  early  education  in  com- 
mon schools.  Later  he  attended  the  Schoharie 
Academy,  at  Schoharie,  N.  Y. ,  until  the  fall  of 
1856.  During  a  few  years  thereafter  he  assisted 
his  father,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Schoharie 
mills,  in  his  business,  and  taught  school  several 


terms.  In  the  spring  of  i860  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Hobart  Krum,  of  Schoharie,  and  was  a 
student  there  until  September  30,  1S62.  On 
the  8th  day  of  ]May,  1861,  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1S67,  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  District  Court  of  the 
L^nitcd  States  for  the  Northern  District  of  New 
York.  Septeml)er  30,  1862,  he  opened  a  law 
office  in  Knowersville,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
and  been  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession. 

In  1867  Mr.  Griggs  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
the  town  of  Guilderland,  and  was  re-elected  each 
succeeding  year  until  1877,  and  was  President  of 
the  Board  iri  1873  ^"fl  ^^74.  In  the  fall  of  1S71 
he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  office  of 
Surrogate  of  Albany  County,  but  was  defeated  by 
Peter  A.  Rogers  (Democrat)  by  a  very  small  majr>riiy. 
In  1877  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and  he  was  re-elected  for  two 
succeeding  terms.  During  this  period  he  ser\ed 
on  many  important  committees,  including  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  on 
General  Laws,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Navigation,  and  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  \Vlu>le. 
Mr.  Griggs  cast  his  first  vote  in  1S57  in  favor  of 
Republican\principles,  and  has  been  a  stanch  Re- 
publican ever  since. 
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We  take  pleasure  in  making  mention  of  the  fol- 
lowing citizens  who,  by  ihcir  guaranleed  support, 
have  helped  to  insure  the  publication  of  this  val- 
uable work  :  Jesse  Crounse,  R.  F.  Barton,  Fredk. 
Crounse,  J.  II.  Heck,  A.  P.  Luddcn,  Jacob  A. 
Crounse,  David  F.  Van  Aken,  H.  V.  Crounse, 
John  Conrad  Chism,  Conrad  11.  Crounse,  Jas.  A. 
Hilton,  Jacob  S.  ScralTord,  Adam  S.  Wesllall, 
De  Witt  C.  Thomas,  Jacob  Hallcnbeck,  John  P. 
Ogsbury,  Peter  J.  Ogsbury,  John  ^Munders,  John 
Stafford,  Daniel  Husen,  John  Quackenbush, 
Frank  V.  ]\IcKown,  Willard  De  Freest,  jolin 
Cramme,  S.  H.  Lainhart,  Abrani  A.  Tygert,  W. 
G.  Davis,  And.  A.  Scrafford,  Wesley  Schoolcraft, 
Henry  C.  Hilton,  Aaron  Fuller,  Thomas  Tygert, 
Mina  Buzzee,  Mrs.  Louisa  N.  Kaley,  I\Irs.  |.  H. 
Gardner,  Steven  V.  Frederick,  Addison  Van  Anken, 
John  H.  Pangburn,  James  A.  Crounse,  Frederick 
Van  Wie,  George  Clute,  Flenry  Witherwax,  And. 


I  M.  La  Grange,  A.  Coss,  Jas.  R.  ]\Iain,  J.  Chris- 
tian Hein,  Chas.  A.  Hcin,   Henry  F.  Drumm, 
I  Thos.  Holmes,  Thomas  Helme,  Wm.  McKown, 
i  J.  II.  Clute,   R.  F.  Barton,  W.  P.  Sirevcll. 

I      Fr.\n'CIS  V.  !McKowN  is  a  farmer,  estal)lishcd  in 
j   1852  ;  his  farm  is  known  as  the  French  Tavern 
'  Stand,  kept  as  a  hotel  for  over  seventy  years,  and 
afterward  the  hotel,   with  all  the  out-buildings, 
torn  down  and  built  new  for  the  accommodation 
of  farming  purposes. 

!  Rev.   A.   T.  Luddkx  has  been  for  over  forty 

I  years  the  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  denomination, 

!  having  served  six  different  charges  ;  he  is  now 

j  stationed  at  Knowersville,  N.  Y. 

j  John  H.  Pangburn  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
I  business  at  Knowersville,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  has 
'  been  established  since  April,  1S83. 
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DESCRIPTIVE. 

IyNOX  is  the  northwestern  town  in  Albany  Coun- 
V  ty.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Schoharie 
County,  on  the  east  by  Guilderland  and  New 
Scotland,  on  the  south  by  Berne,  and  on  the 
west  by  Schoharie  County.  It  has  an  area  of 
over  25,000  acres,  and  measures  about  six  miles 
across,  north  and  south  and  east  and  west. 
It  is  centrally  distant  about  twenty  miles  from 
Albany. 

The  surface  of  the  town  consists  of  a  high,  un- 
dulating plateau  region,  marked  by  a  few  small 
hills.  Its  eastern  part  constitutes  a  portion  of  the 
Helderberg  region,  but  the  declivities  are  grad- 
ual, and  give  the  surface  a  moderate  inclination 
toward  the  northwest.  The  soil  is  chiefly  gravel 
and  clay,  with  hard  pan  underneath.  Large  bould- 
ers are  numerous,  and  the  geological  outcroppings 
in  various  parts  of  the  town  present  a  very  inter- 
esting study. 

Knox,  now  almost  stripped  of  its  timber,  was 
originally  covered  by  a  luxuriant  growth  of  pine, 
b.'  ■'"h,  maple,  oak,  ash,  basswood,  hemlock  and 
other  varieties  of  wood  common  to  the  region  of 
which  it  forms  a  part. 

The  principal  streams  of  Knox  are  the  Bozenkill, 
forming  a  part  of  its  eastern  boundary,  and  its 
branches,  and  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  in  the  southern 
part. 


About  a  mile  and  a  quarter  north  of  Knoxville 
are  two  caves,  supposed  to  be  of  considerable  ex- 
tent, which  are  objects  of  much  interest  to  many, 
and  about  which  cluster  several  picturesque,  but 
scarcely  probable,  legends,  which  have  been  handed 
down  to  the  present  generation  of  residents,  through 
their  ancestors,  from  the  early  settlers.  Another 
thing  that  is  often  remarked  by  people  who  have 
driven  over  the  road  from  Knowersville  to  Knox- 
ville, is  the  long  stretch  of  road,  some  distance 
from  the  latter  place  on  the  high  plateau  extending 
through  that  part  of  the  town,  presenting  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  paved  by  nature  at  a  pre- 
historic time  and  left  for  the  use  of  man.  The 
rocks  over  which  this  road  has  its  way  are  fiat  and 
quite  smooth,  and  a  small  amount  of  cutting  here 
and  there  would  render  it  one  of  the  evenest.  In- 
deed, it  is  much  preferable,  in  its  natural  state,  to 
the  a\erage  cobble-stone  pav  ements  of  our  cities. 

The  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  traverses 
the  northeastern  corner  of  the  town,  with  a  way- 
station  known  as  Knox.  There  are  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  town  about  eighty-five  miles  of 
public  roads,  most  of  which  are  kept  in  excellent 
condition  the  year  round,  a  circumstance  which, 
more  than  any  other  one  thing,  evidences  the  thrift 
of  its  citizens. 

Thompson's  Lake  is  a  small  body  of  water  in 
the  southeast  part  of  Knox  which  extends  into  the 
adjoining  town  of  Berne. 
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EARLY  SETTLE:\rENT  AND  PROMINEXT 
CITIZENS. 

The  first  settlers  upon  tlic  lerriti  )ry  now  dosip^- 
natcd  as  Knox  were  (jcrnians,  who  located  llicrc 
some  time  hcR)re  tlie  Revolutionary  war.  Some  of 
them  espoused  the  English  cause,  and  after  the  de- 
feat of  Burgoyne  found  temporary  refuge  in  Cana- 
da. Captain  Jacob  Van  Acrnden  was  an  active 
leader  of  the  \\'higs  of  this  section  during  tlie  strug- 
gle for  independence. 

In  1789  Samuel  Abbott  and  Andrew  ]5rown, 
from  Connecticut,  settled  in  this  locality,  and  not 
long  afterward  twenty  or  thirty  other  families  came 
from  the  same  State.  From  this  period  on,  the 
most  prominent  families  in  the  town  were  tlie 
Browns,  Todds,  Williamses,  Donisons,  Crarys, 
Chcsebroughs,  GalUips,  Frinks,  Tabers,  Coateses, 
Gages,  Weitzels,  Pinckneys,  \\'illiamsons,  Basslers, 
Saddlemires,  Haverleys,  Timmers,  Engles,  Schoon- 
makers,  Swarts,  Sands,  Clickinans,  Keenholtses 
and  Batchers. 

-Some  of  these  names  are  now  extinct  in  the 
town;  but  many  of  them  have  had  representatives 
in  successive  generations  to  the  present  time. 
Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  during 
the  period  from  its  organization  to  1S50  were  Mal- 
achi  Whi{)ple,  Dr.  Erastus  Williams,  Egbert 
Schoonmaker,  Frederick  Bassler,  Potter  Gage, 
Alexander  Crounse,  Charles  Chesebro,  David  Van 
Aukin,  Perez  Frink,  Henry  Denison,  P.  \\'itter, 
Isaac  Barber,  Daniel  Chesebro,  John  Gallup, 
Wright  .Skinner,  Dow  Van  Derker,  Henry  Wil- 
liams, Cyrus  Cha[)man,  Henry  Dane,  Daniel  Gal- 
lup, Joseph  Gallup,  Samuel  Ru.ssel,  Gurden  Gal- 
lup, the  Seabur}s  and  Charles  Clute,  some  of 
whom  are  still  living,  .^nd  still  active  in  all  public 
affairs.  The  following  named  men  were  the  best 
known  and  most  influential  residents  of  the  town 
about  1850,  and  for  a  much  later  period,  and  some 
of  them  rank  among  the  leading  men  of  Knox  at 
this  time:  Henry  Barckley,  Elislia  White,  John  C. 
Cannady,  Joel  and  Gilbert  Gage,  Jacob  Aucham- 
paugh,  Bcmsby  Williamson,  John  Finch,  John 
Allen,  Jr.,  Peter  Schoonmaker,  Alexander  Crounse, 
John'G.  Crary,  Charles  G.  Frink,  Denison  Crarv, 
Alexander  Crounse,  Jacob  P.  Hane,  John  Posson, 
Conrad  Batcher,  Gurden  Gallup,  Anson  Tols, 
John  II.  Hand,  Samuel  O.  Schoonmaker,  Lyman 
Witter,  Frederick  Orelup,  John  H.  Sand,  Israel 
Walker,  Sylvester  .Mien,  Elias  K.  Williams,  Jacob 
Kip,  Jacob  Bronk.  Edward  Settle,  Abram  H.  On- 
derdonk,  Azer  Gallup,  Joseph  .\.  Haswell,  Henry 
F.  Orelup,  Adam   Snyder,  Cornelius  Woolford, 


David  Van  Aukcn,  James  Armstrong,  Henry  Tar- 
paiiny,  jolm  T.  Beclie,  Frederick  Leh,  Isaac  N. 
Crary,  John  G.  Gallup,  George  W.  Stcjihcns,  Wil- 
liam Williamson,  EKlriilge  Chesebro,  Amos  Crary, 
Ebcnezer  Gallup,  Stephen  Ilungerford,  Rubert 
Hurst,  S.  Flansburgh,  Thomas  Stafford,^  John  V. 
Schoonmaker.  Henry  W.  A\'illiams,  Orange  Bee- 
man,  John  Bassler,  Frederick  Clyckman,  Matthias 
lirackley.  Jehial  White,  Conrad  Batcher,  John  F. 
Sternburgh,  John  Posson,  Jacob  Crounse,  F.vert 
I\I.  Bracklev,  Hiram  Thousand,  James  Finch, 
Peter  Swan,  2d,  Archibald  Scott,  David  \\'.  Stur- 
ges,  Rodney  Wilder,  Pliilip  Gifford,  Benjamin  Lee, 
Henry  Diucher,  Jacob  Truax  and  William  Daven- 
port. 

The  civil  list,  elsewhere  presented,  and  the  notices 
of  the  various  institutions  and  interests  of  the  town, 
contain  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  fore- 
most among  the  citizens  of  Knox  since  the  date 
mentioned. 

In  the  troublous  times  of  the  Rcvulution  and 
of  the  anti-rent  struggles,  which  are  referred  to  at 
length  in  the  general  history  of  Albany  County, 
some  of  the  pioneers  of  Knox  and  their  descend- 
ants bore  a  part. 

CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  town  of  Knox  was  erected  by  an  act  en- 
titled "  An  Act  to  Divide  the  Town  of  Bern,  in 
the  County  of  Albany,"  passed  February  28,  1822. 
Its  text  is  as  follows: 

"  I. — Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  0/  the  State 
of  Ntiv  Fork,  represented  in  Senate  and  As- 
sembly, That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Bern, 
in  the  county  of  .Vlbany,  lying  south  of  a  line 
commencing  on  the  west  line  of  the  said  town 
of  Bern,  three  chains  south  of  the  public  road 
laid  from  the  manor  line  to  Schoharie  Court 
House,  and  running  north  eighty-five  degrees  cast, 
until  it  intersects  the  west  line  of  the  town  of 
Bethlehem,  thirty-eight  chains  on  a  course  south, 
five  degrees  east  from  the  corner  of  Bethlehem  and 
Guilderland,  be  and  remain  a  separate  town,  by 
the  name  of  Bern  ;  and  all  the  remaining  part  of 
Bern  lying  north  of  the  aforesaid  line  be  erected 
into  a  new  town  by  the  name  of  Knox  ;  and  that 
the  next  town  meeting  in  the  town  of  Bern  shall  be 
holden  at  the  place  where  it  now  stands  adjourned, 
and  the  next  town  meeting  in  the  town  of  Knox  be 
holden  on  the  first  Tuesdav  of  March  next,  at  the 
Presbyterian  Meeting  House,  near  Sarah  Todd's 
dwelling  house,  in  said  town. 

"  \\.—And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  the  first  Tuesday  in  .\pril  next,  the 
supervisors  and  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  towns 
of  Bern  and  Knox  aforesaid  shall,  by  notice  given 
for  that  by  the  supervisors  thereof,  meet  together 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  GCILDERLAXD. 


STEPHEN  V.  FREDERICK. 

Stephkn  V.  Frederick  was  born  in  Guilderland, 
on  a  portion  of  the  FreJericli  tract  on  which  his 
father  was  born,  March  17,  183  i,  a  son  of  Chris- 
topher and  Appalona  (Hilton)  Frederick;  attended 
common  schools  in  Guilderland,  and  later  was  for 
a  time  a  student  at  the  Fort  Edward  Institute.  He 
taught  school  in  Knox  during  the  winter  of  1856 
and  1857.  Later  he  taught  in  his  home  district  in 
Guilderland  most  of  the  time  until  1867.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  been  elected  Supervisor  in  1861, 
antl  re-elected  five  times,  the  last  time  in  the  spring 
of  1 866.  He  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Albanv 
County  in  the  fi\ll  of  1866 
capacity  from  the  first  of 
the  first  of  January,  1870. 


and  served  in  such 
January,    1S67,  to 
He  was  a  candidate 
for   re-electiun,    but  was   defeated.      Since  that 


time  he   has  devoted 
to  the  management  of 
ment  of  .several  estates 
him  by  friends,  whose 


his  time  ami  attention 
his  farm  and  the  settle- 
which  were  intrusted  to 
confidence   in  him  was 


such  that  they  insisted  upon  his  undertaking  the 
responsibility. 

January  14,  1S63,  Mr.  Frederick  married  Miss 
Anna  Reid,  of  New  Scotland,  who  has  borne  him 
three  daughters.  He  is  of  the  fifth  generation  of 
the  descendants  of  ^Michael  H.  Frederick,  a  Ger- 
man, who  settled  in  Guilderland  on  a  large  tract 
of  land  about  1730.  His  mother's  grandlather, 
Adam  Hilton,  settled  in  Guilderland  in  1790,  and 
built  the  old  Hilton  stone  farm- house,  which  is 
still  standing  near  Knowersville.  His  father, 
Christopher  Frederick,  who  was  born  in  1793.  saw 
service  in  the  United  Stales  army  during  the  war  of 
18 1  2-14,  and  was  a  pensioner  of  the  government 
until  his  death  in  18S0. 

Mr.  Frederick  has  in  his  possession  an  ancient 
volume,  entitled,  ''The  Young  Man's  Iiest  Com- 
panion," which  was  once  the  property  of  his  great- 
grandfather, Adam  Hilton.  It  is  a  curious  book, 
which  was  evidently  designed  as  a  compendiimi  of 
instruction  or  encyclopedic  te.xt-book,  and  bears 
the  finger-marks  of  several  generations  of  readers. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  ALBANY. 


THOMAS  HEOIE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Helme  was  born  in  the  town  of  Guilder- 
land,  October  4,  1832.  His  grandparents  were 
natives  of  Rhode  Island,  and  his  grandlather  served 
during  the  I\evoluti(  )nary  war  in  a  regiment  from 
that  colony.  After  American  independence  had 
been  won  he  removed  to  Montgomery  County,  N. 
Y.  Thomas  Helme,  Sr.,  Dr.  Helme's  father, 
settled  in  Guilderland,  Albany  County,  in  icSiS, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  community,  and  for  about  tsventy  years 
held  the  oOice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Dr.  Helme  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Guiklerland,  and  later  was  a 
student  at  Hartwick  Seminary,  a  well-known  edu- 
cational instituUon  of  Otsego  County,  X.  Y.  He 
graduated  from  the  Albany  Metlical  SlImuI  in 
1854,  and  commenced  practice  in  June  of  that 
year  at  McKownsville,  Albany  County.  In  1S61 
he  was  elected  School  Commissioner  of  the  Third 
district  of  Albany  County.     In  1863  he  was  com- 


missioned Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  148th  Regiment, 
New  York  State  Yolunteers.  He  participated  in  all 
the  batdes  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  from  Bermuda 
Hundred  to  the  taking  of  Fort  Harrison,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  last-mentioned  engagement,  Sep- 
tember 2g,  1S64.  February  25,  1865,  he  was 
cc^mmissionod  Surgeon  of  the  Kighty-tifth  Regiment, 
New  York  State  \'eteran  \'olunteers,  and  served  as 
such  until  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service 
at  Klmira,  X.  Y.,  in  July,  1865.  In  1872  he  was 
again  elected  one  of  the  School  (,'ommissioners  of 
Albany  County. 

October  4,  1854,  Dr.  Helme  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Knowles,  of  Guilderland,  who  has 
borne  him  eight  children,  .seven  of  whom  are  living. 
Dr.  Helme  enjoys  an  enviable  professional  reputa- 
tion, and  takes  high  rank  among  the  ph}  sicians  of 
Albany  County.  He  has  held  varitnis  othces  in 
the  Albany  County  Medical  Society,  and  for  the 
past  four  years  has  been  a  delegate  rt'presenting 
the  society  at  the  annual  sessions  of  the  Xew  York 
State  Medical  Society. 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  GLTLDERLAXD. 


FREDERICK  CROUNSE,  M.  D. 


FREDERICK  CROUNSE,  M.  D. 

Frederick  Crounse  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Sharon,  Schoharie  County,  New  York,  February 
3,  1807,  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob  and  Harriet 
Crounse.  His  parents  were  both  of  German  de- 
scent. His  fotherwas  born  in  Guilderland,  Albany 
County,  March  8,  1783.  He  became  a  farmer, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  located  upon  a 
farm  in  Sharon,  Schoharie  County.  Dr.  Crounse's 
grandparents  emigrated  to  this  country  from 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  became  successful  and 
well-to-do  farmers  and  true  patriots  in  the  home 
of  their  adoption.  Frederick  was  reared  under  the 
careful  supervision  of  his  father,  and,  in  early 
years  exhibiting  an  aptitude  for  books,  was  given 
the  benefit  of  the  best  instruction  to  be  obtained  in 
the  common  schools,  which  he  improved  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  He  was  then  placed  under  the 
private  tutorship  of  the  Rev.  Adam  Crounse,  a 
minister  of  the  I'.vangclical  Lutheran  Church  and 
a  fine  classical  scholar,  with  whom  he  remained 
two  years  and  a  half,  giving  his  altt-iuion  more 
particularly  to  the  study  of  the  languages.  After 
completing  this  course,  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr. 


John  C.  Miller,  at  Sharon,  New  York,  with  whom 
he  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  a  year  and  a 
half.  He  then  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Delos 
White,  of  Cherry  Valley,  New  York,  with  whom  he 
studied  during  the  summer  months  and  attended 
lectures  at  P'airfield  Medical  College  during  the 
winter,  where  he  graduated  after  attending  three 
full  courses  of  lectures,  and  was  one  of  six  appointeil 
by  the  faculty  of  the  college  to  read  their  theses  at 
the  graduating  exercises,  which  took  place  in 
February,  1S30.  He  began  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Bethlehem  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Israel 
Day,  He  remained  with  Dr.  Day  one  year,  when, 
in  consequence  of  the  death  of  his  mother,  he 
returned  to  Sharon,  New  York,  and  practiced  his 
profession  there  a  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
he  removed  to  Knowersville,  Albany  Cc>unty, 
where  he  began  practice,  IMay  24,  1S33,  and  where 
he  has  remained  since,  enjoying  a  large  anil  re- 
munerative practice  and  possessing  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  public  in  an  eminent  degree.  He 
is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  ot  his  pro- 
fession, and  even  at  his  advanced  age  keeps  abreast 
of  the  times,  and  is  thoroughly  informed  upon  the 
latest  subjects  of  medical  interest. 


tilSrORV  OF  THE  COUXTY  OF  ALBANY. 


WILLARD  G.  DAVIS,  M.  D. 

WiLLARD  G.  Davis  was  born  in  ihe  town  of 
Ware,  Hampshire  County,  Mass.  His  parents 
were  Benjamin  and  Theodosia  (Barns)  Davis,  and 
were  of  the  Puritan  stock  as  far  as  their  genealogy 
can  be  traced.  The  Doctor  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  the  district  and  select  schools  of  Ware,  and 
of  the  Academy  at  Sherburn  Falls,  until  his  mind 
had  become  disciplined  and  stored  with  useful 
knowledge,  when,  in  the  early  part  of  1837,  he  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  medicine  in  Albany  with 
Dr.  Robert  Bullock,  and  continued  it  with  IJirs. 
March  and  Armsby.  He  graduated  at  the  Albany 
Medical  College  in  February,  1841.  On  the  sec- 
ond day  of  April  following,  he  located  in  the  \  i- 
ciniiy  of  Dunnsville,  Albany  County,  and  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  soon  establishing  an 
extensive  ride,  which  he  has  sustainetl  until  the 
present  time,  during  a  period  of  forty-four  years. 
March  3,  1S46,  he  married  Mary  Am.,  tlaughter 
of  Alexander  and  Eliz.ibedi  (Acrnam)  Tygert,  of 
the  same  neighborhood. 

Dr.  Davis  is  a  man  of  positive  opinions  and 
great  firmness  ofjiurpuse,  and  thus  has  made  his 


influence  felt  extensively.  Flis  clearness  of  per- 
ception, his  general  knowledge  of  business,  and 
his  acquaintance  with  human  nature  render  his 
counsels  vrluable,  and  peojile  naturally  look  to 
him  as  a  safe  adviser.  He  has  ever  been  an  etTi- 
cient  member  of  the  church  in  his  vicinity,  and  his 
induence  and  support  have  aided  very  much  to  es- 
tablish it  in  its  pre.sent  state  of  prosperity.  He 
has  also  been  very  liberal  in  his  donations  to  ob- 
jects of  charity,  and  to  institutions  for  Christian  pur- 
poses, es[)ecially  to  Foreign  Missionary  Societies. 

As  a  physician.  Dr.  Davis  has  always  been  con- 
sidered a  safe  and  successful  practitioner,  and  by 
keeping  himself  abreast  of  the  times  as  to  the 
knowledge  and  application  of  new  remedies  he  has 
become  of  late  years  more  and  more  useful.  His 
patients  feel  a  full  confidence  in  his  ability,  and 
his  Christian  sympathy  is  very  soothing  to  the 
sick  and  a  great  solace  to  those  who  know  that 
they  must  die.  At  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night 
his  best  services  have  been  cheerfully  and  prompt- 
ly rendered  without  partialin'  to  the  poor  and  rich 
alike,  and  while  recjuiring  just  compensation  from 
the  one  class,  he  has  rendered  as  faithful  and  will- 
ing services  to  the  other. 


THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  GCILDERLAND. 


On  the    nth   day  of  September,   1872,   Mr.  i 
Griggs  married  Helen  C.  Wright,  of  Knowersville,  [ 
a  daughter  of  foseph  W.  Wright,  whf)  for  manv  1 
years  was  a  leading  merchant  aiul  business  man  of 
that  village.  | 

PETER  SFIAVER.  j 

The  late  Peter  Shaver  was  born  in  New  Scotland 
(then  Bethlehem),  Albany  Count)',  July  19,  1795, 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Alida  (I5radt)  Shaver.  His 

father  was  a  native  of  Rhinebetk,  Dutchess  County,  j 

N.  Y. ,  and,  when  Peter  was  eight  years  old,  re-  | 

moved  to  Guilderland  with  his  family.  | 

Peter  Shaver  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  flis  ; 
educational  advantages  were  limited  to  common 

schools,  reading  and  study  at  home,  and  he  never  ] 

attended  school  aficr  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  , 

He  was  yet  quite  young  at  the  outbreak  <A  the  war  ' 

of  1812-14,  but  he  saw  active  service  in  that  j 

struggle,  and  was  one  of  the  few  remaining  pen-  I 


sioners  of  that  war  living.  In  1S38  he  bought 
his  farm  near  Dunnsville.  He  became  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  and  was  chosen  Supervisor 
of  Guilderland.  in  which  capacity  he  served 
four  years,  declining  a  re-election,  and  his 
ability  for  public  service  of  a  much  higher  order 
was  recognized  by  his  choice  to  a  membership  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1S46  to  revise 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  \'ork.  Polit- 
ically, he  was  long  a  Whig  antl  afterward  a  Repub- 
lican. He  was  married  in  1S17  to  Catharine 
]3ankcr  Waldron,  daughter  nf  Hon.  Cornelius  H. 
Waldron.  They  had  a  son,  Henry  P.  Shaver,  and 
a  daughter,  Hester  Shaver.  ]\[r.  Shaver  was  a 
member,  and  for  some  time  treasurer,  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  nf  Guilderland. 

His  recent  death  was  witlely  and  deeply  re- 
gretted, for  it  remmed  one  of  the  best  known 
connecting  links  between  the  earlier  and  later 
history  of  the  town. 
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HENRY  P.  CROUNSE. 


HENRY  r.  CROUNSE. 

The  first  of  tlie  family  of  Crounse  in  America 
was  Frederick  Crounse,  from  Wurtembcrcr,  Ger- 
many. The  family  descended  from  a  Pijlish  noble- 
man named  Krounsky,  ^vho  had  fled  from  Poland 
and  found  refuge  in  Germany.  The  pioneer  lo- 
cated on  a  tract  of  land  embracing  the  present 
farm  of  Henry  P.  Crounse,  and  died  on  the  place 
in  1777.  At  the  time  he  came  to  Guilderland  his 
son  Frederick  (2d)  was  seven  years  old.  Freder- 
ick (2d),  who  was  the  grandfather  of  Peter  Crounse, 
died  in  1828.  John  Crounse,  son  of  Frederick 
(2d)  and  father  of  Peter  Crounse,  was  born  on  the 
larm  above  mentioned  in  1770,  and  died  there, 
iNIarch  2,  1S54.  Frederick  Crounse  (2d)  was 
very  patriotic  during  the  Revolutionary  struggle, 
and  contributed  liberally  toward  the  support  (;l  the 
American  cause. 

John  Crounse  married  Elizabeth  Livingston. 
Their  son,  Peter,  was  born  in  Guilderland,  [anu- 
ary  6,  1798.  He  was  brought  up  a  farmer  buy, 
and  attended  the  public  .schools  of  his  tow  n.  He 
has  been  a  life-long  farmer,  though  for  a  time  he 
was  the  proprietor  and  operator  of  a  small  tan- 


nery, which  was  located  on  the  Crounse  home- 
stead. In  1821  he  married  Miss  Margaret  ."^mith, 
a  native  of  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y. ,  who  died  in  1S79, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren, se 'en  of  whom  are  living.  The  eldest, 
Henry  P.  Crounse,  owns  and  resides  on  the  old 
Crounse  homestead.  Mr.  Crounse  was  a  Whig, 
politically,  until  he  united  with  the  Republican 
party,  early  in  its  history.  Always  interested  in 
public  affairs,  yet  he  was  not  an  active  politician, 
and,  though  often  solicited  to  do  so,  always  reso- 
lutely refused  to  accept  any  office.  For  genera- 
tions the  family  has  been  connected  with  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  his  advanced  years  Mr. 
Crounse  finds  much  consolation  in  the  con- 
nection. 

Henry  P.  Crounse  was  born  in  Guilderland  in 
1S22,  anil  has  been  a  life-long  resident  on  the  old 
C.'"ounse  Iiomcstead.  In  1S60  he  married  Miss 
Susan  Crounse,  daughter  of  Conrad  Crounse,  of 
Guilderland,  who  has  borne  him  five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  One  of  the  .'^<>ns  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mr.  Crounse  is  a  Republican,  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Knowersville. 
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and  apportion  the  poor  maintained  by  the  said 
towns  of  Born  and  Knox,  and  the  poor  money 
belonging  to  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  last  tax 
list;  and  that  each  of  the  said  towns  shall  forever 
thereafter  separately  support  their  own  poor.  " 

Much  historic  material,  of  great  local  interest 
and  importance,  passed  away  with  the  destruction 
by  fire  of  the  records  of  Knox,  covering  the  period 
from  its  organization  to  the  year  1S50.  At  tlie 
expense  of  considerable  time  and  trouble,  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  the  supervisors  of  the  town,  during 
the  period  mentioned,  has  been  obtained: 

1822-24,  Malachi  \MiippIc  ;  1825,  Erastus 
Williams;  1826-31,  Egbert  Schoonmaker;  1832- 
37,  Frederick  Basslcr,  Jr.;  1S38-39,  Egbert  Schoon- 
maker; 1840-42,  Potter  Gage;  1842-43,  Alexander 
Crounse;  1844-45,  Charles  Cheesbro;  1846-47, 
David  Van  Auken;  1848-49,  Perez  Frink,  Jr. 

As  is  usually  the  case  in  agricultural  towns,  the 
office  of  the  town  clerk  of  Knox  has  been  at  the 
residence  of  each  successive  incumbent.  The 
same  misfortune  rendered  the  town  clerk  homeless 
and  deprived  the  town  of  the  records  of  its  munic- 
ipal transactions.  From  the  record  made  after 
that  event  it  appears  that,  at  the  annual  town 
meeting  of  1S50,  Michael  Lee.  Daniel  Gallup, 
Abraham  Batcher  and  Stephen  ]Merselis,  Jr.,  were 
present  in  their  capacity  as  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
Ephraim  X.  Bogardus  acted  as  clerk.  The  meeting 
was  held  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  at  the  house  of 
Henry  Barckley,  and  the  following  officers  were 
duly  elected: 

Lyman  Witter,  Supervisor;  John  G.  Crary,  Town 
Clerk ;  Samuel  O.  Schoonmaker,  Justice  of  the 
Peace;  John  H.  Hand,  Superintendent  of  Schools; 
Anson  Tols,  Collector;  (jurdon  (jallup  and  Conrad 
Batcher,  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  John  Posson,  As- 
sessor; Jacob  P.  Hane,  Commissioner  of  Highways; 
Peter  Schoonmaker,  Alexander  Crounse  and  John 
Allen,  Jr.,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i  ; 
John  Finch,  Bemsby  Williamson  and  Jacob  Auch- 
cmpaugh,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  2; 
Gilbert  Gage,  Joel  Gage,  John  C.  Cannady  and 
Elisha  White,  Constables. 

At  this  meeting  Henry  Barckley's  house  was 
desfgnated  as  "The  Town  House,  '  or  place  of 
holding  township  meetings,  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  town  was  divided  into  fifty-six  road  districts, 
and  the  following  named  persons  were  chosen 
overseers  of  highways: 

John  Posson,  Jacob  Crounse,  Hiram  Thousand. 
Evert  M.  Barckley,  David  W.  Sturges,  Archibald 
Scott,  Peter  Swan,  2d,  James  Finch,  Rodney 
Wilder,    Philip    Gifford,    Jacob   Truax,  Henry 


Dutchcr,  William  Davenport,  Benjamin  Lee,  Mat- 
thias Iiarckle\-,  Jeliicl  White,  John  F.  Slcrnburgh, 
Conrad  Batcher,  John  Bassler,  Frederick  Clyckman, 
John  Oliver,  Orange  Beeman,  Henry  W.  \\'illiams, 
Thomas  Stafford,  John  V.  Schoonmaker,  Robert 
Hurst,  S.  Flansburgh,  Ste[)hen  Ilungerford, 
Ebenezer  Gallup,  Alexander  Crounse,  Amos 
Crary,  William  Williams' m,  Eldridge  Cheesbro, 
George  W.  Stephens,  John  G.  Gallup,  Isaac  N. 
Crary,  Frederick  Leh,  John  T.  Beebe,  James 
Armstrong,  Henry  Tarpenny,  David  \'an  Auken; 
Cornelius  Woolford,  Adam  Snyder,  Henry  F. 
Orelup,  Joseph  A.  Haswell,  Azor  Gallup,  Abra- 
ham H.  Onderdonk,  Edward  Settle,  Jacob  Bronk, 
Jacob  Kipp,  Elias  R.  Williams,  Silvester  Allen, 
Israel  Walker,  John  H.  Sand  and  Frederick  Orelup. 

The  following  entries  appear  in  the  town  records 
for  the  year  1 85  i : 

"  In  conformity  with  the  statute,  the  following 
by-laws  are  considered  necessary  by  the  majority 
of  the  electors  present: 

''Article  is/. — It  is  ordained  by  the  electors 
present  of  the  town  of  Knox,  at  their  annual  town 
meeting,  convened  and  held  at  the  house  of  Henrv 
Barckley,  in  and  for  the  town  of  Knox,  and  county 
of  Albany,  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  185  i,  that  the 
following  rules  and  regulations  be  atlopted  as  bv- 
laws  and  ordinances  for  the  said  town  of  Knox. 

Ar/ic/e  2d. — And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the 
town  of  Knox  shall  be  divided  into  three  assess- 
ment districts,  and  that  each  district  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  assessor.  And  that  all  that  part  of 
the  town  of  Knox  lying  north  of  the  center  of  the 
township  road,  running  east  and  west  through  the 
said  town,  compose  the  North  District.  And  all 
that  part  of  said  town  of  Knox  lying  east  of  the 
center  of  the  road  leading  from  the  place  formerly 
owned  by  Evert  Barckley  to  the  place  formerly 
owned  by  Cyrus  Chapman  and  south  of  the  town- 
ship road,  compose  one  district,  and  the  same 
shall  be  known  as  the  Eastern  District.  And  all 
the  remaining  part  of  the  said  town  of  Knox  lying 
west  of  the  Eastern  District  and  south  of  the  North 
District  shall  compose  one  district,  and  the  same 
shall  be  known  as  the  Southern  District. 

Arlic/e  jd. — And  be  it  enacted  that  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  shall  at  every  annual  town  meet- 
ing hereafter  report  to  the  town  meeting  the  num- 
ber of  poor  to  be  maintained,  and  the  cost  of  their 
maintenance,  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  ail 
moneys  in  their  hands,  and  what  sum  in  their 
opinion  will  be  necessary  to  maintain  the  poor  for 
the  ensuing  year,  that  the  same  may  be  raised  and 
collected. 

Article  4tli. — And  it  is  further  ordained  that  all 
partition  fences  for  lands,  gardens,  orchards  or 
meadows  shall  be  five  feet  high  and  otherwise  good 
and  sufficient. 

''  Article  jth. — .\.nd  it  is  ordained  that  the  fence 
viewers  shall  be  allowed  seventy-five  cents  for  each 
day's  service  in  the  execution  of  their  office. 
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"  Arlide  6th. — And  it  is  further  orciaincd  that  no 
horses  shall  go  at  large;  also,  that  no  cattle,  sheep 
or  swine  shall  go  at  large,  and  that  the  penalty  on 
them  shall  be,\\  hcn  fuund  going  at  large  and  secured 
in  any  pen  or  yard  or  any  premises,  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof  shall  pay  to  the  person  or  persons  so 
taking  them  up  the  following  sums:  For  every 
stallion  two  years  old  or  older,  four  dollars;  for 
every  cow,  ox,  steer,  bull  or  calf,  fifty  cents;  for 
every  sheep,  two  cents  per  head,  for  every  swine, 
six  cents  per  head,  and  fur  every  boar  two  months 
old  or  okler,  two  dollars. 

.  ''Article  yth. — All  moneys  collected  f)r  the 
violation  of  the  by-laws  shall  go,  the  one-half  to 
the  person  or  persons  taking  up  the  said  cattle, 
horses,  sheep  or  swine,  the  other  half  to  the  poor  of 
the  town  aforesaid. 

"Article  Sih. — .Vnd  it  is  further  ordained  that 
every  person's  yard  shall  be  his  own  pound,  and 
that  he  shall  give  the  owner  notice  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  all  trespasses,  and  that  slock  shall  be 
impounded  no  longer  than  forty-eight  hours.  '' 

These  ordinances  were  subsequently  modified  or 
amplified  as  occasion  required.  They  are  given  as 
being  of  interest  as  the  first  by-laws  of  Kno.x,  the 
records  of  which  are  extant. 

The  civil  list  of  the  town  of  Knox  from  1851  to 
1854,  inclusive,  is  given  below,  except  for  the  years 
1868-72,  inclusive,  missing  from  the  records: 

1 85 1.  — Lyman  Witter,  Supervisor;  John  G. 
Crary,  Town  Clerk;  Amos  Crary,  Justice  of  the 
Peace;  Jacob  Truax,  Collector;  Charles  Saddle- 
mire  and  Conrad  IJatcher,  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
John  Posson  and  John  T.  Bcebe,  Assessors;  George 
PVeighley,  Commissioner  of  Highways;  Johan  Jost 
Sand,  James  jM.  Cheesbro  and  I'hilip  Chrysler,  In- 
spectors of  Election,  District  No.  i;  Potter  Gage, 
Jacob  Auchenpo  and  William  \\'illiamson.  In- 
spectors of  Election,  District  No.  2:  Charles  Gage, 
Joel  Gage,  Johan  Jost  P.  Deitz  and  John  Quay, 
Constables. 

1852.  — Stephen  Mercelis,  Jr.,  Supervisor;  John 
R.  \\'illiams,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  John  H.  Sand, 
Superintendent  of  Schools;  Denison  Crarv,  Town 
Clerk;  John  Jost  P.  Deitz,  Collector;  Joseph  A. 
Haswell,  Assessor;  John  Eassler,  Commissioner  of 
Highways;  Charles  Satldlemire  and  Conrad  Batcher, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor;  James  I\I.  Cheesbro,  John 
Allen,  Jr.,  and  Ezra  Champion,  Jr.,  Inspectors  of 
Election,  District  No.  1;  William  (Jage,  Thomas 
P.  Whipple  and  James  Finch,  Inspectors  of  Elec- 
tion,- District  No.  2;  Charles  Gage,  John  (^)uav, 
William  Snyder  and  Andrew  Batcher,  Constables. 

1853.  — Stephen  Merselis, Jr. .Supervisor;  Michael 
Lee,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Denison  Crarv,  Town 
Clerk;  Frederick  Bassler,  Assessor;  Lewis  (^uav. 
Collector;  Alexander  Crounse,  Commissioner  of 
Highways;  David  Van  .\uken.  Overseer  of  the 
Poor;  James  [M.  Cheesbro,  John  Allen,  Jr.,  anil 
Ezra  Champion,  Jr.,  Inspectors  of  Election,  Dis- 
trict No.  I ;  Peter  Swan,  Oliver  B.  Wood  and  John 
A.  Landrum,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No. 


2;  Cliarles  Gage,  John  Quay,  Andrew  Battlier 
and  Henry  Fullington,  Constables. 

1S54.  —  Henry  Barckley,  Supervisor;  John  P. 
Canady,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Hiram  Crounse, 
Su])erinlendent  of  Schools;  Denison  Crary,  Town 
Clerk;  Matdiias  F.  Warner,  Assessor;  Lewis  Quay, 
Collector;  Ira  Van  Auken,  Aliram  Batcher  and 
Potter  Gage,  Commissioners  of  Highways;  lulward 
A.  Chase  and  David  Swart,  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
James  M.  Cheesbro,  John  Allen,  Jr.,  and  F^lias  K. 
Williams,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  1 ; 
Potter  Gage,  jNIanasseh  Schoonmaker  and  James 
Finch,  Inspectors  of  F'.lection,  District  No.  2; 
Charles  Gage,  Henry  Fullington,  David  Ecker, 
George  Richter,  Clark  Stephens  and  Sylvester 
Allen,  Constables. 

1855.  — Henry  Barckley,  Supervisor;  Ephraim 
A.  Bogardus,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Charles  Gallu[), 
Town  Clerk;  David  Finch,  Collector;  Charles  I. 
Frink,  Commissioner  of  Highways;  David  Swart 
and  William  Williamson,  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
Andrew  J.  Onderdonk  and  De  Witt  Scho(-inmaker, 
Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i ;  John  Lake 
and  Lewis  Barlow,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District 
No.  2;  Jacob  Auchempaugh,  Assessor;  Charles 
Gage,  George  Pitcher,  Alfred  A.  Whipple,  John  D. 
Haverly  and  Cornelius  Hellicass,  Constables. 

1856.  — John  Keenholtz,  Supervisor;  Samuel 
\\'erner  and  Daniel  C.  Seabury,  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  Charles  Gallup,  Town  Clerk;  Hiram 
Crounse,  Sujierintendent  of  Schools;  Da\id  Finch, 
Collector;  Peter  Schoonmaker  and  Jacob  J.  Truax, 
Assessors;  ^\'illiam  Lear,  Commissioner  of  Higli- 
wavs;  William  W.  Williams  and  Charles  Saddle- 
mire,  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  I'hilijj  D.  Haverly, 
David  Swart  and  John  Allen,  Jr.,  Inspectors  of 
I'^lection,  District  No.  i;  Robert  Schoonmaker, 
Alanson  Lake  and  James  Finch,  Inspectors  of 
Election,  District  No.  2;  Charles  Gage,  Lewis 
Vroman.  Ira  Bunza,  George  Pitcher  and  John  D. 
Haverly,  Constables. 

1S57.  —  John  Keenholtz,  Supervisor;  ■Morgan 
Leake,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  James  (jallup.  Town 
Clerk;  Elisha  \Miite,  Collector;  John  S.  Beebe, 
Assessor;  William  Williamson,  Commissioner  of 
Highways;  Charles  .^addlemire  and  Ira  Stevens, 
(_)verseers  of  the  Poor;  George  Hane,  William 
Sand  and  David  PI.  Spencer,  Inspectors  of  Elec- 
tion, District  No.  i ;  Robert  -Schoonmaker,  George 
Terpening  and  John  Saddlemire,  4th,  Inspectors  of 
Election,  District  No.  2;  Charles  Gage,  Ira  Bunza, 
jMoscs  Gallup  and  Jacob  F.  Clickman,  Constables. 

1858. — Samuel  Gallup,  Supervisor;  David  C. 
Seabury,  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  Francis  ^^  ood. 
Town  Clerk  ;  Peter  Allen,  Collector ;  Jacob  W. 
Bronk,  Commissioner  of  Highways ;  Jacob  J. 
Truax,  Assessor:  James  Finch  antl  Ira  Stephens, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor;  Elon  (jallup.  Adam  Reamer 
and  George  Hane,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District 
No.  i;  John  Saddlemire,  Alexander  Howaril  and 
John  S.  W'ilber,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District 
I  No.  2  ;  Charles  Gage,  A\'illiam  Havens,  Moses 
Gallup  and  Archibald  Hanney,  Constables. 

1S59.- — Samuel  Gallup,  Supervisor;  Henry  War- 
rick, Justice  of  the  Peace;  James  A.  Houck,  Town 
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Clerk  ;  Jacob  Kneiskem,  Assessor  ;  Avery  Crary, 
Collector;  John  Pitclier,  Overiicerof  the  Poor;  John 
Armstrong,  Jr.,  anil  Denison  Crary,  Inspectors  of 
Election,  District  No.  i  ;  Joseph  A.  Haswell  and 
Henry  W.  Williams,  Inspectors  of  Election,  Dis- 
trict No.  2;  Andrew  J5atcher,  William  Kneiskem, 
Edward  A.  Chace  and  John  (^)iiay.  C\)nstables. 

1860.  — Samuel  Warner.  Supervisor:  Ephraim  X. 
Bogardus,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  James  A.  Houck, 
Town  Clerk;  Ira  Van  Auken,  Commissioner  of 
Highways;  Andrew  Batcher  ami  Lewis  Qua\-,  As- 
sessors; Amt)s  Saddlemire,  Collector;  John  Pitcher, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor;  John  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Deni- 
son Crary  and  William  11.  Ketchum,  Inspectors  of 
Election,  District  No.  i  ;  Ezra  Lee,  |osepli  A. 
Haswell  and  John  Ketchum,  Inspectors  of  Pllection, 
District  No.  2;  Charles  Cage,  Ira  Bunzey,  |ohn 
Stephens  and  Elisha  White,  Constables. 

1861.  — Samuel  Warner,  Supervisor;  George  Ter- 
penning.  Justice  of  the  Peace:  James  A.  Houck, 
Town  Clerk  ;  Ira  Van  Auken,  Commissioner  of 
Highways;  Hiram  Gage,  Assessor;  Amos  Saddle- 
mire, Collector  ;  John  Pitcher,  Overseer  of  the 
Poor  ;  Daniel  J.  Crary;  John  Armstrong  and  Paul 
Schoonmaker,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No. 
I  ;  Joseph  A.  Haswell,  Jeremiah  Rcjach  and  Ben- 
jamin Pinch,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No. 
2;  Charles  Gage,  Ira  Bunzey,  Thomas  P.  Whipple 
and  Jeremiah  Roach,  Constables. 

1862.  — Samuel  Warner,  Supervisor;  John  Allen, 
Jr.,  Justice  of  the  Peace:  Ezra  Lee,  I'own  Clerk  ; 
Ira  Van  Auken,  Commissioner  of  Highways:  John 
Pitcher,  Overseer  of  the  Poor;  John  Posson.  As- 
sessor ;  George  J.  Williamson,  Collector  ;  Silas 
Pitcher,  Daniel  J.  Crary  and  Andrew  Gallup,  In- 
spectors of  P^lection,  District  No.  i;  Jeremiah 
Roach,  Benjamin  C.  Auchampaugh  and  Benjamin 
Finch,  Insiiectr)rs  of  Election,  District  No.  2  ; 
Thomas  P.  \\'hipple,  Benjamin  C.  Auchampaugh, 
Charles  Gage  anil  Ira  Bunzey,  Constables. 

1863.  — John  Keenholcz,  Supervisor;  ■\Iichael  F. 
Hilton,  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  Ezra  Lee,  Town 
Clerk  ;  Kzra  Brodt.  Collector;  Ira  Van  Auken, 
Commissioner  of  Highways  ;  John  Pitcher,  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor  ;  Peter  Schoonmaker  and  Lyman 
P.  Witter,  Assessors;  Daniel  J.  Crary  and  Wdliam  | 
H.  Van  Benscoten,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District 
No.  I ;  David  Spencer  and  lulward  Van  Auken, 
Inspectors  of  Jllection,  District  No.  2  ;  Charles 
Gage,  Peter  Z.  Allen,  Benjamin  C.  Auchampaugh 
and  Andrew  Batcher,  Constables. 

1864.  — Ira  Van  Auken,  Supervisor;  E.  N.  Bo- 
gardus. Samuel  Warner  and  Henry  Warrich,  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace;  I';".(lward  .AI.  Van  Auken,  Town 
Clerk;  Denison  Crary,  Commissioner  of  Highwavs; 
Samuel  B.  Davenport,  Assessor;  Joseph  W.  Crarv, 
Collector;  John  J'itcher,  Overseer  of  the  Poor  ; 
William  H.  Van  Benscoten,  Daniel  J.  Crary  and 
Ira  Fairlec,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i  ; 
Miner  E.  Posson,  Henry  II.  Wilbur  and  B.  Finch, 
Inspectors  of  P'.lection,  District  No.  2  :  Charles 
(Jage,  Peter  Z.  Allen,  Andrew  P>atclier  and  Oliver 
B.  Fairlee,  Constables. 

1865.  — Ira  \''an  .Vuken,  Supervisor;  John  R. 
^^'illiams  and  Samuel  Warner,  J  ustices  of  the  Peace;  | 


Edward  i\I.  Van  Auken,  Town  Clerk  :  Coleman 
Armstrong,  Collector  ;  Denison  Crary,  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways;  Peter  Schoonmaker,  Assessor; 
Peter  Z.  Allen,  Overseer  of  tlie  Poor  :  Peter  S. 
Snvder,  Hiram  Bunzey  and  Peter  1 1  ungerlbrtl, 
Ins]K-ct(^rs  of  F'.lection,  District  No.  i;  lleiuy  A. 
Wilbur,  Miner  E.  Posson  and  John  \\'illiamson. 
Inspectors  of  Election.  District  No.  2:  Charles 
Gage,  Ira  Bunzey,  David  Houghton  and  Oliver  B. 
Fairlee,  Constables. 

1 866.  — Peter  Schoonmaker,  Supervisor;  Jacob 
Van  Benscoten,  Town  Clerk;  Morgan  Leik  and 
George  A.  Batcher,  justices  of  the  Peace;  Lyman 
^\'itter,  Assessor;  Denison  Crary,  Commissioner  of 
Highways;  |oim  Pitcher  and  Peter  Z.  Allen,  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor;  Levi  Pier,  Collector:  Hiram 
Bunzey  and  Peter  S.  Snyiler,  Inspectors  of  Election, 
District  No.  i;  Robert  Haswell  and  Oliver  Fairlee, 
Inspectors  of  PLlection,  District  No.  2;  Ira  Bunzey, 
Charles  Gage,  Miner  Quay  and  I'heodore  Batcher, 
Constables. 

1867.  — Peter  Schoonmaker,  Supervisor;  Amos 
Saddlemire,  Town  Clerk;  John  R.  Wdliams,  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  ;  Denison  Crary,  Commissioner  of 
Highwavs  ;  David  Warrick,  Collector  ;  Samuel 
Davenport  and  Christopher  H.  Warner,  Assessors  ; 
Peter  Z.  Allen  and  John  Pitcher,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor;  Hiram  Bunzey,  Peter  S.  Snyder  and  Elam 
Williams,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i ; 
Charles  Seabury,  David  W.  Sturges  and  Alexander 
Luilrum,  Inspectors  of  F^lection.  District  No.  2; 
Charles  Gage,  Oliver  B.  Fairlee,  Theodore  ]^>atcher 
and  John  M.  Quay,  Constables. 

Peter  Schoonmaker  was  re-elected  Supervisor 
each  successive  term  until  1873. 

1873. — Hiram  Gage,  Supervisor;  David  H. 
Crowe,  Justice  of  the  Peace:  Edwin  ]\I.  Cheesbro, 
Town  Clerk;  Jacob  A.  \\'arren.  Collector;  James 
Armstrong,  Assessor;  Ira  Van  Auken,  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways;  John  Armstrong  and  ."^^  Ivester 
Allan,  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  E.  G.  A.  Crounse, 
Henry  C.  ^^'illiams  and  Daviil  Stiner,  Inspectors  of 
Fllection,  District  No.  i ;  P'zra  Lee,  George  J. 
Williamson  and  john  \"an  Natia,  Inspectors  of 
P'lection,  District  No.  2  ;  John  J.  Hungerford, 
Allen  Marselis,  James  I.  Naskolds,  George  Pitcher 
and  Ezra  Stephens,  Constables. 

1S74. — Hiram  Gage,  Supervisor;  C.  Wesley 
Schoonmaker,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  F.dwin  M. 
Cheesbro,  Town  Clerk;  \\"illiam  Ostrander,  Col- 
lector; Samuel  B.  Davenport,  Assessor:  Ira  Van 
Auken,  Commissioner  of  Highways  ;  William 
Ba.xter  and  John  Armstrong,  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 

E.  G.  A.  Crounse,  FI.  C.  Williams  and  Daviil  M. 
Stiner,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i;  Hiram 
Van  Benscoten,  Theodore  Ostrander  and  lienjamin 
C.  Auchampaugh,  Inspectors  of  Election.  District 
No.  2;  James  I.  Nasholds,  Charles  Gage,  George 
Pitcher  and  Jacob  j.  Truax.  Constables. 

1875.  —  James  M.  Cheesbro,  Supervisor;  Foster 

F.  Warrick,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  (])liver  B,  Fair- 
lee, 'I'own  Clerk;  Wilbam  I.  Ifaverley,  C<,'lIector; 
John  Keenhi>ltz,  .\ssessor:  Ira  \'an  Auken,  Com- 
missioner; John   .\rmstrong  and  Sylvester  .Allen, 

I  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  Denison  Crary,  William 
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Sand  and  Rufus  GaiiTc,  Commissioners  of  Excise; 
Henry  C.  Williams,  David  Stiner  and  Austin  C'rary, 
Jnsjjectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i;  Theodore 
Ostrander,  Ira  S.  Van  Aukcn  and  Austin  Gifford, 
Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  2;  Ezra 
Stevens,  John  Pitcher,  Abraham  Ostrander  and 
William  J.  Pier,  Constables;  James  H.  Nasholds, 
Game  Constable. 

1876.  — James  M.  Cheesbro,  Supervisor;  Ezra 
Champion,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Oliver  B.  Eairlee, 
Town  Clerk;  Rufus  Swan,  Collector;  Amos  Sad- 
dlemire,  Assessor;  Ira  Van  Auken,  Commissioner 
of  Highways:  E.  Aimstrong  and  Jacob  H.  Saddle- 
mire,  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  Sanford  (^uay,  Wil- 
liam G.  jMcDonald  and  Nelson  Quay,  Inspectors 
of  Election,  District  No.  i;  Ira  S,  Van  Auken, 
Plenry  A.  ^\'ill:)ur  and  jolm  Van  Natta,  Inspectors 
of  Election,  District  No.  2;  Frank  Adams,  l^zra 
Stevens,  Charles  H.  Ball,  Abram  Ostrander  and 
Charles  Gage,  Constables. 

1877.  — James -M.  Cheesbro,  Supervisor;  Charles 
W.  Schoonmaker,  Elam  Williams  and  C.  B. 
Wood,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Ambrose  L.  Saddle- 
mire,  Town  Clerk;  Henry  Way,  Collector;  Al- 
mond Marselis,  Assessor;  Ralph  Woolford,  Com- 
missioner of  Highways;  Samuel  H.  Saddlemire 
and  William  Ostrander,  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
Hiram  Van  Benscoten  and  Denison  Crary,  f^xcise 
Commissioners;  Sanford  Quay,  Isaac  Reamer  and 
William  J.  McDonald,  Insiiectors  of  Election, 
District  No.  i;  George  J.  \\'illiamson,  Ira  S.  \'an 
Auken  and  Austin  Gifford,  Inspectors  of  Election, 
District  No.  2;  Charles  H.  Ball,  P'rank  Adams, 
Ezra  Stephens,  John  Osterhant,  William  J.  Smith 
and  Louis  Winne,  Constables. 

1878.  — William  J.  Plaverley,  Supervisor;  Nor- 
man O.  Bell,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Ambrose  L. 
Saddlemire,  T  own  Llerk;  Jacob  A.  Werner,  Assess- 
or; Wilbur  (j.  \'zn  Auken,  Collector;  Eliakim 
Armstrong  and  John  Posson,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor;  Ralph  Wolford,  Commissioner  of  Highwavs; 
'1  heodore  .\rmstrong.  Excise  Commissioner;  Wil- 
liam J.  McDonald,  Hiram  Bunzey  and  N.  Chees- 
bro, Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i;  Perrv 
C.  Ostrander,  Charles  E.  Sturges  and  Lewis  C. 
Lendrum,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  2; 
John  M.  Quay,  Frank  Adams,  John  L.  Schoon- 
maker, William  J.  Smith  and  Ezra  Stevens;  Con- 
stables; Louis  Winne,  Game  Constable. 

1879.  — I-  Cheesbro,  Supervisor;  Elam  Wil- 
liams, Justice  of  the  Peace:  Wilbur  O.  Van  Au- 
ken, Town  Clerk;  Charles  F.  Seabury,  Assessor; 
H.  J.  Truax,  Collector;  John  Posson  and  Eliakim 
Armstrong,  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  Ralph  Wolford, 
Commissioner  of  Highways;  Sanford  Quay  and 
^liner  Chrisler,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District 
No.  i;  Perry  C.  Ostrander  and  Robert  D.  Roach, 
Inspectors  of  ElectiMn,  District  No.  2:  EzraStevens, 
John  M.  Quay,  Frank  Adams  and  William  J. 
Smith,  Constables. 

1880.  — I.  W.  Cheesbro,  Supervisor;  Ezra  Cham- 
pion, Justice  of  the  Peace;  (Oliver  B.  Fairiee,  Town 
Clerk;  Alnidiul  Marcelis  and  Jacob  II.  Werner, 
Assessors;  'Fheodore  Batcher,  Collector;  Jacob  J. 
Truax  and  William  Baxter,  Overseers  (jf  the  Poor; 


Ralph  Wolford,  Commissioner  of  Highways;  Ellery 

Deitz  and  Clark  Hunting,  Inspectors  of  Election, 

District  No.    i;  Ira  .S.  Van  Auken  and  Michael 

Ilarley,   Inspectors  of  Fdection,  District  No.  2; 

Gilbert  Gage,  Jacob  Stevens,  John  M.  (jua}-,  Ezra  • 

Stevens  and  William  J.  Smith,  Constables. 

1 88 1. — I.  W.  Cheesbro,  Supervisor;  O.  B.  Fair- 
lee,  Town  Clerk;  Charles  W.  Schoonmaker  and  F. 
F.  Warrick,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  W.  P.  Witter, 
Assessor;  Fliram  Bonzey,  Collector;  Sylvester 
Allen  and  E.  .Armstrong',  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
Ralph  Wolford,  Commissioner  of  Highways;  Wil- 

!  Ham  ?*IcDonald.  John  G.  Gallup  and  L.  Haverley, 
Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i ;  7"heodore 
Ostrander,  Michael  F.  Halsey  and  C.  Chapman, 
Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  2:  Gilbert 
Gage,  Frank  Adams,  A.  Witter  and  Jacob  F'. 
Stevens,  Constables;  Elisha  H.  Davenport,  Exci.se 
Commissioner. 

18S2. — William  J.  Haverley,  Supervisor:  Adam 
C.  Hunting,  Town  Clerk;  J.  D.  Wood,  Justice'of 

i  the  Peace;  Ralph  Wolford,  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways; Sylvester  Allen  and  E.  Armstrong,  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor;  Ira  S.  Van  Auken,  Collector; 
Charles  F.  Seabury,  Assessor;  WilTiam  McDonald, 
Allen  Kreiskem  and  L.  Haverley,  Inspectors  of 
Election,  District  No.  i;  Arthur  Witter,  Theodore 
Ostrander  and  John  Van  Natta,  Inspectors  of 
l^lection.  District  No.  2;  Gilbert  Gage,  Frank 
Adams,  James  I.  Nasholts  and  William  J.  Pier, 
Constables;  Edward  Stafford,  Game  Constable; 
Manasseh  Schoonmaker,  F.xcise  Commissioner. 

1583.  — Charles  G.  Frink,  Supervisor;  Elam 
Williams,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Adam  C.  Flunting, 
Town  Clerk;  Newton  Ketchum,  Commissioner  of 
Highways;  Sylvester  Allen  and  Theodore  Ostran- 
der, Overseers  of  the  Pot>r;  A.  Kreiskem,  Alonzo 
Warner^nd  L.  Haverley,  Inspectors  of  Election, 
District  No.  i;  Amos  Fairiee,  William  P.  Witter 
and  Miles  Posson,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District 
No.  2;  James  I.  Nasholts,  William  J.  Smith,  Gil- 
bert Gage,  Ezra  Stephens  and  Frank  Adams,  Con- 
stables; Denison  Crary,  Excise  Commissioner. 

1584.  — Charles  G.  Frink,  Supervisor:  Wilbur 
O.  \'an  Auken,  Town  Clerk;  Lyman  P.  Witter, 
Assessor;  Madison  Finch,  Collector;  William  Bax- 
ter and  Hebron  J.  Truax,  Overseers  of  the  Poor: 
John  J.  Gallup,  Adam  C.  Flunting  and  Edwanl  J. 
Youngs,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No.  i; 
Robert  Schoonmaker,  Eliakim  Armstrong  and 
Miles  Posson,  Inspectors  of  Election,  District  No. 
2;  Gilbert  Gage,  James  I.  Nasholts,  William  J. 
Smith,  William  J.  Pier  and  Frank  Adams,  Con- 
stables; lulward  Stafford,  Game  Constable;  Wil- 
liam J.  Crary,  Excise  Commissioner. 

KNOX  IX  THE  REB1:LLI0X. 

Knox  bore  a  highly  creditable  part  during  the 
late  war  for  the  Cnion.  Her  sons  responded  pa- 
triotically to  the  call  to  arms,  and  the  town,  in  its 
municipal  ca})acity,  generously  encouraged  enlist- 
ments. The  following  extract  from  the  records 
will  be  found  of  great  interest  in  this  connection; 


THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  KNOX. 


SPKCIAL  TOWN  MEKTING. 

We,  the  undersigned,  tlic  Justices  of  the  Peace 
and  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Knox,  in  the 
County  of  Albany,  do  certify  that  we  convened  as  a 
bi)ard  of  town  officers,  on  the  26th  day  of  Jul\-, 
1862,  at  a  special  town  meeting  held  at  the  Town 
I  louse  of  said  town,  agreeable  to  a  notice  posted 
according  to  law  in  such  cases  made  and  provided, 
and  that  such  notice  stated  the  intents  and  pur- 
poses for  which  said  town  meeting  was  called.  l"he 
following  resolution,  having  received  tlie  unanimous 
vole  of  the  electors  there  present,  was  declared  duly 
adopted: 

That  we,  the  inhabitants  and  electors,  tax  payers 
of  the  Town  of  Knox,  in  the  County  of  Alban}',  this 
day  convened,  do  hereby  authorize  the  Supervisor 
of  the  aforesaid  Town  of  Knox,  Samuel  Warner,  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  eighteen  hundred  (i,Soo)  dol- 
lars, on  the  credit  of  the  Town  of  Knox,  and  that  the 
said  sum  so  borrowed  be  levied  on  the  taxpaying 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  Knox  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
Count}' of  Albany,  and  that  the  same  be  levied 
and  collected  together  with  the  State,  county  and 
town  taxes,  and  that  the  aforesaid  sum  so  bor- 
rowed shall  be  paid  as  bounty  money,  to  be  ap- 
portioned in  sums  of  one  hundred  dollars  each  to 
the  eighteen  persons,  the  due  apportionment  for  the 
Town  of  Knox,  who  shall  enlist  as  a  soldier  in  the 
seivice  of  his  country  during  the  present  war.  Given 
under  our  hands  at  Knox  this  26th  day  of  July, 
1862. 

Ephraim  N.  Bogakihs, 
,  ,     George  Terpenmng, 
Henry  Warrick, 
Ezra  Lee, 

Jus/ices  of  the  Peace. 

Recorded  per  me  this  8th  day  of  September, 
1862.  .  Ezra  Lee, 

'  ■ .  ■  "  Town  Clerk. 

Doubtless  further  extracts  from  the  records  of 
Knox  during  this  important  period  of  its  history 
would  be  fuund  both  interesting  and  valuable;  but, 
unfortunately,  several  leaves  are  missing,  following 
those  from  which  quotation  has  been  made  and 
covering  the  remaining  years  of  tiie  war,  and  there 
is  no  further  recorded  evidence  of  the  oOkial  acts 
of  the  town  authorities  during  our  memorable  in- 
ternecine struggle.  But  the  sons  of  Knox  were 
patriotic  and  nobly  did  their  [lart,  on  the  field  o'i 
sirife  as  well  as  elsewhere,  toward  the  preservation 
of  the  Union.  Following  will  be  found  a  rosier  of 
those  who  enlisted  in  the  Cnited  States  Army  from 
the  Town  of  Knox,  from  1861  to  1S65,  inclusi\e. 
It  is  copied  from  official  sources,  and  is  as  com- 
plete and  exact  as  it  can  be  made.  It  contains 
honorable  mention  of  many  re[)re>entatives  <:>f  the 
oldest  and  and  most  intluenlial  families  of  the 
town. 


Henry  Allen,  private,  Seventh  Artillery,  Company 
K;  enlisted  August  i,  1862;  mustered  August  14, 
1862;  after  serving  nearly  two  years,  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  his  remains  lie  buried  near  Peters- 
burg, Va. 

Michael  Henry  Barckley,  first  lieutenant. 
Seventh  Artillery,  Compan}-  K;  enlisted  July  2, 
1S62;  mustered  August  14,  1S62;  after  serving 
nearly  two  years,  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg  so 
that  amputation  was  necessary;  he  died  from  the 
operation,  and  his  remains  are  buried  in  Knox 
Cemetery. 

Charles  Baxter,  sergeant,  Seventh  Artillery,  Com- 
pany K;  enlisted  July  26,  1S62;  mustered  August 
14,  1862;  after  serving  nearly  two  years,  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Ream's  Station,  Virginia,  sent  to  Peters- 
burg, thence  to  Libby  Prison,  thence  to  Belle  Isle 
Prison,  thence  to  the  prison  at  Salisbury,  North 
Carolina;  later  was  in  service  again. 

Kleber  Burlingame,  corporal,  Sixty-first  Regi- 
ment, Comfnny  I;  enlisted  September  10,  1S62; 
mustered  September  9,  1862. 

Joseph  Merchant  Bundy,  private,  SevenlhArtillery, 
Company  K;  enlisted  August  12,  1S62;  mustered 
August  14,  1862;  after  serving  nearly  three  years, 
it  is  thought  he  died  in  one  of  the  Confederate 
prisons. 

Albert  Bell,  private,  Tenth  Regiment,  Company 
G;  enlisted  October  i,  1862;  mustered  October  13, 
1862;  served  the  full  term  of  his  enlistment  and 
was  honorably  discharged. 

Henry  Augustus  Crary,  Sergeant,  177th  Regiment, 
Company  G:  enlisted  in  September,  1862;  mustered 
October  13,  1862;  served  full  term  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged. 

John  Henry  Carroll,  private.  Seventh  Artillery, 
Company  A;  enlisted  August  i,  1862;  mustered 
August  14,  1862;  shot  through  the  head  and  killed 
'at  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  buried  on  the  field. 

.  Miram  Auchampaugh,  private.  Twentieth  Miliiia. 
Company  K  ;  enlisted  August  25,  1864  :  mustereil 
in  Sei)tember,  1864;  discharged  at  close  of  war. 

Adam  Campbell,  private.  Seventh  Artillery. 
Company  K  ;  enlisted  Auijust  i  2,  1862;  mustered 
August  14,  1862;  taken  prisiiner at  Ream's  Station, 
Va. 

Joseph  B.  Davis,  corporal.  Sixty-first  Regiment, 
Company  D;  enlisted  in  September,  1862;  mustered 
-September  1 9,  1S62;  discharged  by  reason  of  dis- 
ability in  1863;  died  and  was  buried  near  Fairfax 
Court  House,  Va. 

Miner  iLcker,  private,  Sixty-first  Regiment,  Com- 
pany I  ;  enlisted  in  August,    1862:  mustered  Sep- 
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teniber  19,  1S62;  discharged  by  reason  of  disability 
and  died  in  Knox,  and  is  buried  in  Berne. 

Jerome  W.  Ecker,  private,  i  77th  Regiment,  Com- 
pany G  ;  enlisted  in  October,  1S62;  mnstered  in 
November,  1862;  honorably  discharged  at  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service. 

John  Jay  Gallup,  private,  177th  Regiment,  Com- 
pany A;  enlisted,  and  mustered  October  13,  1862; 
served  nearly  eleven  months;  was  at  the  siege  of 
Port  Hudson;  was  honorably  discharged. 

Henry  James  Gallup,  fife  major,  177th  Regi- 
ment, Company  A  ;  enlisted  October  13,  1862  ; 
mustered  same  date;  was  honorably  discharged  at 
expiration  of  term  of  service. 

Adam  Matthias  Hancs,  private,  Ninety-first  Regi- 
ment, Comj)any  D;  enlisted  in  August,  186 1; 
mustered  in  November,  1861;  after  being  in  service 
nearly  two  years,  he  was  mortally  wounded  at  Port 
Hudson  and  died  fourteen  days  afterward,  and  was 
buried  at  New  Orleans. 

Amos  Gideon  Hanes,  private,  Ninety-first  Regi- 
ment, Company  D;  enlisted  in  August,  1861; 
mustered  in  November,  iS^)i;  served  nearlv  three 
years;  died  of  chronic  diarrhcea,  and  was  buried  in 
Knox  Cemetery. 

Arthur  Haswell,  private,  i  77th  Regiment,  Com- 
pany B;  enlisted  October  22,  1S62 ;  mustered  No- 
vember 18,  1862;  after  serving  six  mondis,  died  at 
Bonnet  Carre,  La. ;  buried  in  Rural  Cemetery, 
Albany. 

Elias  Hanes,  private,  seventh  Artillery,  Company 
K;  enlisted  July  26, 1S62;  mustered  August  14, 1S62; 
was  in  service  over  two  years,  and  died  of  wounds 
in  the  leg  received  at  Cold  Harbor;  buried  in  Knox 
Cemetery. 

Charles  H.  Hochstrasser,  private.  Tenth  Regi- 
ment, Company  G;  enlisted  October  i,  1862,  and 
mustered  same  date;  served  nearly  one  year  and 
was  honorably  discharged. 

Alonzo  Luddon,  Jr.,  corporal,  187th  Regiment, 
Company  I;  enlisted  October  i,  1862;  mustered 
November,  1862;  was  one  of  the  "  1,000  stormers" 
at  Port  Hudson  and  the  first  of  his  company  to 
advance;  died  of  disease  contracted  in  service  and 
is  buried  at  Gallupville,  Schoharie  County. 

Andrew  W.  Kellogg,  private.  Eleventh  Battery; 
enlisted  November  11,  1S61;  mustered  in  Decem- 
ber, 1861.  Died  of  small-pox  at  the  Marine  H(js- 
pital,  Baltimore,  INId.,  June  i,  1862;  buried  in 
Baltimore. 

Newton  Ketcham,  private,  Ninth  Artillery, 
Company  A  ;  enlistetl  September  6,  1864  ;  mus- 
tered September   12,    1864  ;    was  in  service  ten 


months,  particii)ating  in  the  fight  at  Cedar  Creek 
and  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  Va. 

Harrison  Kniskem,  sergeant,  Sixty-tirst  Regi- 
ment, Company  I;  enlisted  August  30,  1S62; 
mustered  September  1 7,  1862;  promoted  sergeant 
Sejiti-mber  19,  Il<62  ;  served  six  months  and  was 
discharged  on  account  of  disability. 

John  Miner  Quay,  corporal.  Seventh  Artillery, 
company  K  ;  enlisted  July  28,  1S62  ;  mustered 
August  18,  1862  ;  promoted  from  private  at  battle 
of  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Va. 

Paul  Quay,  sergeant.  Seventh  Artillery,  Company 
K  ;  enlisted  July  20,  1S62  ;  mustered  August 
18,  1862  ;  promoted  from  corporal  ;  taken 
prisoner  before  Petersburg,  June  16,  1864,  and 
sent  to  Belle  Isle  ;  is  supposed  to  have  died  of 
starvation  at  Anderson ville. 

Andrew  Grass,  private,  Seventh  Artillery;  enlisted 
and  mustered  August  25,  1864  ;  served  till  dis- 
charged. 

George  Riter,  private,  Sixty- first  Regiment, 
Company!;  enlisted  August  30,  18^2  ;  mustered 
September  19,  1862  ;  killed  May  10,  1S64,  at  Po 
River,  Va. 

Lewis  Washington  Quay,  private.  Seventh  Artil- 
lery, Company  K;  enlisted  August  4,  1862; 
mustered  August  14,  1862  ;  served  nearly  a  year 
and  died  at  Washington,  D.  C. ,  of  typhus  fever. 

Isaac  Jonathan  Roach,  sergeant,  Forty-fourth 
Regiment,  Company  F  ;  enlisted  and  mustered  in 
1861;  served  nearly  three  months,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 29,  1861,  at  Camp  ISuttei field,  Va.,  of  typhus 
fever;  is  buried  in  Knox. 

Charles  Edmond  Sluiges,  corporal,  Seventh 
Artillery,  Company  K;  enlisted  July  28,  1862; 
mustered  August  14,  1862  ;  served  three  years  and 
was  honorably  discharged. 

Denison  Saddlemire,  private.  Eleventh  Batter}- ; 
enlisted  September  5,  and  was  mustered  September 
8,  1864  ;  honorably  discharged  at  expiration  of 
term  of  service. 

John  Hurst,  private,  Seventh  Artillery,  Company 
K  ;  enlisted  August  9,  and  mustered  August  14, 
1862  ;  died  of  tvphus  fever,  at  Baltimore.  Md., 
March  16,  1864. 

Charles  Secor,  private.  Ninth  Artillery,  Company 
A  ;  enlisted  September  6,  ami  mustered  September 
12,  1864  ;  was  in  the  fight  at  Cedar  Creek,  and 
was  honoraljly  discharged  at  the  end  of  his  term 
of  service. 

Simon  John  Secor,  private.  Ninth  Artillery, 
Company  A:  enlisted  September  6,  and  mustered 
September  12,  i8'i4;  after  serving  a  little  more 
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than  a  month,  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg  at 
Cedar  Creek,  rendering  amputation  necessary,  and 
was  discharged  for  disabihly. 

Peter  Secor,  private,  Sixty-first  Regiment,  Com- 
pany I  ;  enlisted  in  August,  1862  ;  mustered  Sep- 
tember 19,  1S62. 

Andrew  Secor,  private. 

Andrew  Secor,  Jr.,  private,  Sixty-first  Regiment, 
Comj)any  I  ;  enlisted  in  August,  1862;  mustered 
September  19,  i8()2. 

Gabriel  Henry  Secor,  corporal,  Sixly-first  Regi- 
ment, Company  I  ;  enlisted  in  August,  1S62  ; 
mustered  September  19,  i8''i2  ;  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  transferred  to  the  in- 
valid corps. 

John  Stalker,  sergeant,  Sixty-fust  Regiment, 
Company  I  ;  enlisted  August  21,  1S62  ;  mustered 
September  19,  1S62  ;  died  of  disease  in  hospital  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Henry  W.  Stalker,  private,  Sixty-first  Regiment, 
Company  J  ;  enlisted  in  August,  and  mustered 
September  19,  1S62  ;  died  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
May  5,  1863,  from  wounds,  and  was  buried  at 
Washington. 

Chauncey  Groat  Townsend,  private.  Sixty-first 
Regiment,  Company  I  ;  enlisted  in  August,  and 
mustered  September  1 9,  1862. 

David  Staftbrd,  private,  117th  Regiment,  Com- 
pany H  ;  enlisted  in  September,  and  mustered 
October  13,  1862  ;  served  full  term  of  enlist- 
ment. 

Gabriel  Secor,  corporal.  Ninety-first  Regiment, 
Company  D  ;  enlisted  for  three  years  ;  was  in 
battle  at  Fort  McHenry,  and  died  at  Federal  Hill; 
buried  in  Berne. 

Orville  Merrihew,  private,  1 13th  Regiment,  Com- 
pany D  ;  enlisted  August  12,  1S62  ;  mustered  in 
September,  1S62  ;  died  in  Millcn  Prison  of  starva- 
tion and  derangement. 

Jesse  D.  Wood,  jirivate,  Ninety-first  Regiment, 
Company  D  ;  enlisted  and  mustered  October  26, 
1S62  ;  died  of  sickness  at  Port  Hudson,  while  in 
service  ;  buried  in  Berne. 

John  Michael  Stines,  private,  Eleventh  Batterv  ; 
enlisted  October  iS,  1S61  ;  mustered  January  5, 
'  1862  ;  enlisted  a  second  time. 

George  Albert  Simons,  private,  Eleventh 
Regiment,  Company  G;  enlisted  October  i,  1S62; 
mustered  October  19,  1S62  ;  proniutcd  to  sergeant 
and  afterward  to  a  clerkship  in  the  Quarter- 
master's department. 

Henry  Crary  Williams,  enlisted  August  30, 
1862,  and  mustered  September  19,   1862,  as  first 


sergeant,  Company  H,  Sixty-first  Regiment  ;  pro- 
moted to  second  lieutenant  February  20,  1S63, 
and  to  captain,  January  12,  1S64. 

Jacob  Van  Benscoten,  corporal,  Seventh  Artil- 
lery ;  enlisted  August  5,  and  mustered  August  14, 
1862;  after  serving  nearly  two  years,  was  wounded 
in  the  neck;  was  discharged  June  16,  1S65. 

Addison  Rcinhart,  private,  ii3lh  Regiment, 
Company  K  ;  enlisted  August  i,  and  mustered 
August  iS,  1S63  ;  was  confined  at  Andersonville 
ten  months,  and  at  the  exjiiration  uf  his  term  uf 
enlistment  was  honorably  discharged. 

Thomas  Pinckney  Whipple,  private,  I77lh 
Regiment,  Company  G;  enlisted  October  27, 
1863  ;  mustered  November  27,  1863  ;  served  nine 
months  ;  honorably  discharged. 

William  Havens,  private,  Seventh  Artillery,  Com- 
pany K;  enlisted  in  July,  i8'"i2  ;  mustered  August 
24,  1862  ;  died  from  wounds  and  was  buried  at 
Petersburg,  ^"a. 

William  Darius  Fairlee,  Tenth  Regiment. 

james  D.  Covert,  private,  156th  Regiment. 

Myron  L.  Ham,  Tenth  Regiment. 

Spencer  Lelie,  Tenth  Regiment. 

John  Quincy  Adams  Crounse,  Eleventh  or 
Havelock  Battery;  died  in  service. 

Francis  Courtney,  Tenth  Regiment. 

Andrew  Jackson  Damon,  private.  Seventh  xVrtil- 
lery,  Company  K. 

Charles  Price,  113th  Regiment. 

Uriah  Hallenbeck,  Tenth  Regiment,  Company 
G;  died  in  service  ;  buried  at  Cairo. 

Samuel  W.  Kelly,  Tenth  Regiment. 

George  Robert  O'Donald,  Fourth  Regiment. 

George  Todd,  Tenth  Regiment. 

Levi  Duel,  113th  Regiment. 

Mudison  Settle,  Tenth  Regiment,  Company  C; 
died  in  service  ;  buried  at  Fort  Pillow. 

Wm.  Hemon,  private. 

John  Stafford. 

Daniel  F.  Foley,  Tenth  Regiment. 

Frank  Shufelt,  private.  Eleventh  Regiment;  en- 
listed in  1862. 

Edward  Shufelt,  private.  Seventh  Artillery. 

Henry  Crounse,  Ninety-first  Regiment. 

Samuel  FI.  Reely,  Tenth  Regiment. 

Peter  H.  Stevens,  private,  1 13th  Regiment,  C^m- 
panyG;  enlisted  in  July,  1862  ;  mustered  August 
14,  1862. 

Daniel  Henry  Stiner,  private,  Tenth  Regiment, 
Company  G;  enlisted  October  i,  1862  ;  mustered 
October  13,  iS(>2. 

George  W.  Stiner,  private.  Tenth  Regiment. 
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EDUCATION. 

The  earliest  schools  in  Knox  were  of  the  most 
primitive  description.  It  is  said  that  previous  to 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century  two  or  more 
were  tauglit  in  little  log  school-houses  by  tran- 
sient pedagogues.  One  of  these  pioneer  school- 
houses  is  reported  to  have  stood  where  Knoxville 
now  is,  and  another  in  the  vicinity  of  the  locality 
now  known  as  Township.  The  number  of  these 
houses  increased  as  the  growing  population  de- 
manded during  the  early  portion  of  the  century, 
and  in  time  they  one  by  one  gave  place  to  small 
frame  buildings,  some  of  which  have  been  replaced 
by  new  and  more  comfortable  and  convenient  ones 
within  the  last  few  years.  Under  the  operation  of 
the  public  school  system  of  the  State  of  Xew  York, 
the  schools  of  Knox  have  been  greatly  improved, 
and  the  standard  of  instruction  has  been  consider- 
bly  raised. 

The  following  statistics  will  show  at  a  glance  the 
status  of  the  schools  in  each  of  the  thirteen  dis- 
tricts of  the  town  for  the  last  school  year: 

District  No.  I. — Number  teachers  employed, 
I;  number  children  of  the  school  age,  52;  number 
of  weeks  school  was  kept,  35;  number  of  children 
who  attended  school  during  the  year,  42;  average 
daily  attendance,  15.952:  i  frame  school-house; 
value  of  school-house  and  site,  $300. 

District  No.  2. — ^Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  school  age,  59:  number  of 
weeks  school  was  kept,  32;  number  of  children 
who  attended  school  during  the  year,  41:  average 
daily  attendance,  22;  i  frame  school-house;  value 
of  school-house  and  site,  $100. 

District  No.  3. — Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  school  age,  42;  number 
weeks  school  was  kept,  34;  number  children  wlio 
attended  school  during  tlie  year,  31;  average  daily 
attendance,  13.3;  i  frame  school-house;  value  of 
school-house  and  site,  $500  ;  number  of  volumes 
in  library  50;  value  of  library,  $io. 

District  No.  4. — Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  school  age,  30;  number 
weeks  school  was  kept,  28;  number  children  who 
attended  school  during  the  year,  20;  average  daily 
attendance,  4.5^8;  i  irame  school-house;  value  of 
school-hou.se  and  site,  $250;  number  volumes  in 
library,  150;  value  of  library,  $50. 

District  No.  5. — Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  school  age,  31;  number 
weeks  school  was  kept,  33:  number  children  who 
attended  .school  during  tlie  year,  27;  average  daily 
attendance,  S.  5 ;  i  frame  school-house;  value  of 
school-house  and  site,  $500;  number  volumes  in 
library,  25;  value  of  library,  $25. 

District  No.  6. — Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  scho'  il  age,  67:  number  of 
weeks  school  was  kept,  34;  number  children  who 
attended  school  during  the  year,  54;  average  daily 


attendance,  25.7;  i  frame  school-liouse;  value  of 
school-house  and  site,  $200;  number  volumes  in 
library,  100;  value  of  library,  S20. 

District  No.  7. — Number  teachers  em[)loyed,  i; 
numl)er  children  of  the  school  age,  23;  number 
weeks  school  was  kept,  31;  number  children  who 
attended  school  during  the  year,  21;  average  daily 
attendance,  13:  i  frame  school-house;  value  of 
school-house  and  site,  $300;  number  volumes  in 
library,  30;  value  of  library,  55. 

District  No.  8. — Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  school  age,  38:  number 
children  who  attended  school  during  the  year,  37; 
average  daily  attendance,  16.934;  1  frame  school- 
house;  value  of  school-house  and  site,  S300; 
number  volumes  in  library,  25;  value  of  library,  $5; 
number  weeks  school  was  kept,  36. 

District  No.  9  is  a  joint  district,  most  of  which 
lies  within  the  town  of  Wright,  Schoharie  County, 
only  2  children  of  the  school  age  living  in  the  por- 
tion lying  in  Knox  and  the  school-house  being 
located  in  Wright. 

District  Av.  10. — Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  school  age,  4 1 ;  number 
weeks  school  was  kept,  3c;  number  children  who 
attended  school  during  the  year,  41;  average  daily 
attendance,  14;  i  frame  school-house;  value  of 
school-house  and  site,  $200;  number  books  in 
library,  60;  value  of  library,  $20. 

District  A'o.  11. — Number  teachers  employed, 
i;  number  children  of  the  school  age,  47;  number 
of  weeks  school  was  kept,  30;  number  children 
who  attended  school  during  the  year,  37;  average 
daily  attendance,  13.492;  i  frame  schooI-hou.se; 
value  of  school-house  and  site,  S500:  number 
volumes  in  library,  75:  value  of  library,  $40. 

District  No.  12. — Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  school  age,  22:  number 
of  weeks  school  was  kept,  28;  number  of  children 
who  attended  school  during  the  year,  10;  average 
daily  attendance,  4;  i  frame  school-house:  value 
of  school-house  and  site,  $400;  number  volumes 
in  library,  78. 

District  Nr.  13. — Number  teachers  employed,  i; 
number  children  of  the  school  age,  20;  number 
weeks  school  was  kept,  28;  number  of  children 
who  attended  school  during  the  year,  15;  average 
daily  attendance,  7. 12S;  i  frame  school -house; 
value  of  school-house  and  site,  $400;  number 
volumes  in  library,  100. 

An  institution  which  has  been  in  some  sense  a 
rival  of  the  public  schools  of  Knox,  and  which 
the  partisans  of  the  public  school  system  contend 
was  greatly  instrumental  in  retarding  its  develop- 
ment in  the  town,  is  the  Knoxville  Academy. 
This  institution,  which  during  the  past  two  years 
has  been  inoperative,  and  which  it  is  not  thought 
is  likely  to  be  revived,  once  stood  high  among 
•similar  educational  establishments,  and  caused 
Knox  to  be  regarded  as  the  educational  center  of 
a  considerable  area  of  surrounding  country. 
Many  men  of  Albany  County,  who  have  since 
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become  distinguished  in  various  walks  of  life  were 
students  there  tliirtyantl  forty  years  ago,  and  tiie  in- 
stitution was  under  die  care  of  a  succession  of  able 
instructors,  named  as  follows  : 

Rev.  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  .Scribner,  Henry  Gal- 
lup, M.  P.  Cavert,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Lyon,  Mr. 
Warner,  Charles  McGregor,  Henry  AIcGregor, 
John  T.  Lansing,  Samuel  Patton,  Rev.  Mr.  Jones, 
M.  M.  Goodcnough,  J.  Q.  A.  Crounse.  George  P. 
Quay,  Eugene  Crounse,  D.  G.  Many,  John 
liogardus,  Alfred  Eatcy  and  David  E.  Coeler. 

This  institution  was  organized  under  the  general 
law  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  establishment 
of  academies,  about  1829  or  1830,  by  Messrs. 
Gurdon,  Gardiner  and  John  Gallup,  Dr.  P^.lisha 
Williams,  Dr.  Brownell,  Jesse  Tyler  and  others. 
For  many  years  it  enjoyed  a  large  patronage  from 
the  surrounding  portions  of  Albany  and  Schoharie 
counties,  and  many  students  came  from  abroad  ; 
but  its  patronage  has  gradually  declined  since  the 
establishment  of  State  Normal  Schools  and  Graded 
Public  Schools,  and  its  }"ears  C)f  usefulness  seem  to 
have  passed.  Its  retrogression  does  not  mark  it  as 
being  in  any  manner  peculiarly  unfortunate,  for  its 
fate  has  been  shared  by  nearly  every  other  academy 
in  the  State,  some  of  which  have  not  been  opened 
for  one  or  two  decades  ;  while  its  active  existence 
did  not  terminate  until  within  the  past  two  years. 
During  the  temporary  unfitness  of  the  neighboring 
public  .school  building,  the  old  academy  building- 
has  lately  been  occupied  by  the  public  school  of 
the  village  of  Knoxville.  The  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Knoxville  Academy,  in  1S84,  was  constituted 
as  follows  :  Elam  \\'illiams,  president ;  S.  Sand, 
John  G.  Crary,  J.  W.  Chesebro,  Hon.  Peter 
Schoonmaker,  E.  G.  A.  Crounse,  A.  C.  Hunting, 
J.  C.  Ogden  and  D  mison  Crary. 

KNOX'S  PROFESSIONAL  MEN. 

It  is  believed  that  Dr.  Erastus  Williams  was  the 
first  resident  physician  in  Knox.  He  practiced 
his  profession  there  during  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century.  Dr.  Moses  Brownell  was  his  con- 
temporary and  successor.  Drs.  John  Van  Allen, 
Zeh,  Sigsby,  Johnson  and  Johnson  have  been 
resident  physicians  since  their  time.  Azor  Taber, 
who  was  born  in  1799  and  died  in  1858,  was  the 
only  lawyer  who  ever  practiced  his  profession  in  the 
town. 

CHURCHES. 

The  New  England  scltkrs  within  the  borders  of 
Knox  brouglit  with  them  the  religious  tenets  of 
their  forefathers  in  Connecticut,  and  it  was  nut  long 


before  the  advisability  of  forming  a  Presbyterian 
congregation  was  agitateil.  It  is  thought  to  have 
been  some  years  before  a  formal  organization  was 
eflected,  under  the  transient  ministration  of  some 
clergyman  who  chanced  to  visit  the  localitv.  Ir- 
regular worshi])  was  established  and  occasional 
preaching  was  had  until  1S25,  when  the  first  pastor 
was  settled.  It  is  said  that  the  church  was  formally 
organized  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott,  of  Union  Col- 
lege. 

About  September  i,  1S25,  the  Presbyterian 
congregation  of  Knox  presented  a  call  to  Rev.  J. 
Judson  Buck  to  become  their  pastor  and  labor  as 
such  one-half  of  the  time.  This  call  was  accepted, 
and  on  the  19th  day  of  October  following  he  was 
installed  over  the  congregations  of  Knox  and 
Hamilton  Union.  The  engagement  was  to  preach 
alternately  to  each  congregation.  At  that  time 
fifty-five  persons  belonged  to  the  congregation. 
They  were  named  as  follows  : 

Henry  Denison,  P.  Witter,  Isaac  Barber,  Erastus 
Williams,  Daniel  Chesebrc),  John  Gallup,  Wright 
Skinner,  Dow  Van  Derker,  Henry  Dane,  Cyrus 
Chapman,  Plenry  Williams,  Daniel  Gallup,  Sally 
Todd,  Lucy  Gallup,  Lucy  Witter,  Bridget  Chesebro, 
Anna  Chesebro,  Betsy  Van  Derker,  Nancy  Van 
Derker,  Rebecca  Van  Derker,  Nancy  Chesebro, 
Lewis  Denison,  Ann  Allen,  Ann  Witter,  Damas 
Corwith  Witter,  Polly  Van  Alstyne,  Hannah  Hilton, 
Nancy  Gallup,  Polly  Crary,  Sarah  Williams, 
Abigail  Rodgcrs,  V^zxy  Brownell,  Elizabeth  Brown. 
Mary  White,'  Mrs.  Russel,  Betsy  Wilson,  Rachel 
Warrick,  Hannah  Settle,  Ann  Clow,  Catherine 
Butterlield,  ^Margaret  Groat,  Anna  Young,  Sarah 
Todd,  Nancy  Brown,  Sally  Parker,  Susan  B. 
Todd,  Barbara  Hart,  Nancy  Crary,  Caroline  Wil- 
son, Polly  Bundy,  Asenath  Tails,  Lavina  Chap- 
man, Amy  Bundy  and  Nancy  Starkweather. 

Rev.  Mr.  Buck  had  at  this  time  been  laboring 
with  the  people  irregularly  since  1822,  and  of  these 
named  above  all  except  eleven  united  widi  the 
church  th  ough  his  influence.  Those  who  were 
in  connection  at  the  lime  he  came  were  the  folk'W- 
ing  named  :  Henry  Denison,  P.  ^^'itter,  John  (}al- 
lup,  Daniel  Chesebro,  Wright  Skinner,  Hannah 
Gallup,  Sally  Todd,  Lucy  Gallup,  Lucy  Witter, 
Bridget  Chesebro  and  Anna  Chesebro.  The  elders 
of  the  congregation  were  Erastus  Williams,  Isaac 
Barber,  P.  Witter  and  Henry  Denison. 

The  following  entry  appears  in  the  church 
records  under  date  of  October  19,  1828  : 

"  This  day  ends  three  years  of  my  pastoral  labor 
at  Knox.  Having  resigned  my  charge  at  Hamil- 
ton Union,  for  the  last  year  I  ha\  e  labored  constant- 
ly at  Knox.  J.  Juuso.v  Buck." 

April  26,  1829,  the  pastor  wrote  as  follows: 


I.., /.-.ft;:* 


,V"I."';  i 
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"This  day  closes  my  pastoral  labors  at  Knox. 
Having  obtained  leave  of  Presbytery,  I  have  re- 
signed my  jiastoral  charge. 

"The  church  of  Knox,  which  I  greatly  love,  I 
commend  to  God  and  to  the  riches  of  His  grace. 
Leaving  it  it  the  hands  of  "that  great  Shepherd  of 
the  sheep, "  I  go  away,  praying  the  blessing  of  God 
may  rest  upon  it,  and  that  fiod  may  soon  give  it  a 
pastor  after  His  own  heart.       J.  Judson  Buck.  " 

Rev.  Mr.  Bucks  connection  with  the  church 
does  not  appear  to  have  ceased,  however,  until 
some  time  in  1830,  as  he  is  recorded  as  having 
acted  as  moderator  at  meetings  of  the  session  until 
then.  After  an  interregnum  of  fully  a  year,  he  was 
again  moderator  when  the  session  met,  August  26, 
1 83 1.  It  is  supposed  that  he  resided  in  the  vicin- 
ity and  took  a  friendly  and  helpful  interest  in  the 
church,  but  did  not  act  as  its  pastor  after  1829. 
The  records  do  not  show  that  any  pastor  was  in- 
stalled subsequently,  but  Rev.  Mr.  Waters  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Robertson,  Rev.  David  L}on,  Rev.  ]\Ir. 
Snyder,  Rev.  Mr.  I.ockwood  and  other  clergymen 
from  neighboring  churches,  from  time  to  time, 
acted  as  moderators  at  the  meetings  of  the  sessions, 
and  by  some  it  is  thought  that  Rev.  Mr.  Waters 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Rockwood  were  duly  installed  pas- 
tors. 

The  church  seems  to  have  languished.  Financial 
and  numerical  weakness  seems  to'  have  threatened 
its  disintegration.  The  Presbyterians  of  Knox 
were  few  in  number.  They  had  no  pastor.  Their 
church  was  isolated  from  others  of  its  kind.  A 
strong  sentiment  had  sprung  up  in  the  town  in 
favor  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  For  some 
time  the  advisability  of  reorganizing  their  church 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  was  discussed  by  the  Presbyterians.  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  this  step  could  be  taken 
without  much  opposition  and  no  little  acrimony. 
It  involved  the  withdrawal  of  some  members  and 
the  tardy  and  most  unwilling  acquiescence  of  others. 
The  change  was  effected,  however,  and  the  old 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Knox  became  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  was  erected  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Knox. 

The  church  and  congregation  were  received  into 
the  classis  of  Albany,  at  its  semi-annual  session 
held  at  Westerlo,  September  20,  1842,  and  consti- 
tuted "The  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of 
Knox."  The  following  members  of  the  old  Pres- 
byterian Church  were  dismissed  to  form  the  new 
organization:  Daniel  Chesebro  and  wife,  Joseph 
Gallup  and  wife,  Henry  Williams  and  wife,  Lois 
Freeman,  Ann  Allen,  Samuel  Russell  and  wife, 
Mrs.   Hannah   Hilton,   Mrs.   Park    Witter,  Ann 


Young,  Sally  Packer,  Daniel  Gallup,  ^Margaret  ^ 
Groat,  Amelia  Clute,  Cornelia  Bogardus,  Sarah  M. 
Williams,  Gurden  Gallup  and  wife,  Eve  Ilaverley, 
Magdalen  Luce,  John  J.  Tyler,  Charles  Clute, 
Beebe  J).  Crary,  Cornelia  L.  Werner,  Henrietta 
M.  Williams,  Sarah  lierrick,  Hannah  Gallup  ami 
Hannah  Crary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  male  members  of  the  church 
held  on  Saturday,  September  31,  1842,  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  chosen  members  of  the  consistory : 
Daniel  Chesebro,  Joseph  Gallup,  Gurden  Gallup, 
Henry  Williams,  Jr.,  John  Van  Allen,  Michael  P. 
Cavart,  Charles  Clute,  John  Posson.  Henry  Wil- 
liams was  chosen  treasurer  and  John  Van  Allen 
clerk.  At  that  time  the  congregation  consisted  of 
forty-three  members,  representing  twent}-ti\e 
families. 

The  reorganization  was  effected  under  the  min- 
istration of  Rev.  Joseph  Kneiskem,  who  was  pas- 
tor of  the  new  church  until  succeeded  by  Rev. 
John  Vandervolgen.  The  succeeding  pastors  have 
been  Rev.  'Six.  Hammond,  Rev.  Mr.  Bogardus,  ^ 
Rev.  James  Compton,  Rev.  Mr.  Vedder,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam H.  Ballagh  and  Rev.  George  ]\I.  D.  Slocum, 
Avho  resigned  in  1S82,  since  when  the  church  has 
had  no  settled  pastor,  but  has  been  "supplied" 
from  Gallupville,  Schoharie  County. 

The  membership  of  this  organization  in  1SS4 
was  forty-five.  The  consistory  and  board  of  trus- 
tees were  composed  as  follows:  Henry  Barckle}', 
Charles  Clute,  elders,  and  William  Chesebro  and 
John  Bogardus,  deacons.  The  original  house  of 
worship  was  a  plain  wooden  building,  of  the  unin- 
viting kind,  which  have  been  denominated  "God"s 
barns."  It  stood  in  Knoxville,  a  little  below  the 
site  of  the  present  structure,  and  on  the  same  side 
of  the  street.  The  edifice  now  in  use  is  a  frame 
building,  which  was  built  about  thirty  years  ago. 

EVANGELICAL   LITHERAN  CHIRCH. 

Nearly  all  the  books  and  papers  of  Zion's  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  of  Knox  prior  to  182S 
are  lost,  so  that  very  little  of  its  early  history  is 
known,  except  what  is  given  in  Munsell's  Annals 
and  the  old  church  books  of  Schoharie  and  Guil- 
derland.  About  1745  the  members  of  the  Re- 
formed and  Lutheran  churches  in  this  vicinity 
took  up,  uniler  the  church  patent  law,  a  tract  of 
land  for  a  Reformed  and  Lutheran  church,  lot 
and  farm  containing  about  forty-two  acres.  Soon 
after  Rev.  Nicholas  Sommer,  while  pastor  at  Scho- 
harie, visited  this  neighborhood  and  organized  a 
Lutheran  church.  The  first  church  antl  school- 
house,  a  building  about  twenty  feet  square,  was 
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erected  about  1750.  In  August,  iSio,  another 
building  lot  was  purchased,  and  in  the  following 
fall  the  old  church  was  removed  to  the  new  lotnnd 
remodeled.  In  the  spring  of  182S  this  old  church 
was  torn  down  and  a  new  church,  twenty  by  thirt\' 
feet,  was  framed,  raised  and  partly  inclosed;  but 
before  the  windows  were  put  in,  or  the  doors  hung, 
the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  oflicers  had  some  mis- 
understanding, and  their  disagreement  cc>ntinued 
so  long  that  the  officers  resigned  and  the  society 
was  broken  up,  nothing  remaining  but  the  unfin- 
ished church  and  the  deed,  all  other  papers  having 
been  lost  or  destroyed. 

Nothing  was  done  toward  finishing  the  church 
or  organizing  the  congregadon  until  December  19, 
1829,  when  a  number  of  the  former  members,  to- 
gether with  some  others  who  helped  support  the 
gospel,  met  and  re-incorporated  and  chartered 
"Zion's  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church  of  the 
Helderberg, "  and  as  soon  as  weather  would  per- 
mit the  church  was  completed.  In  1S39,  owing 
to  some  difficulties,  the  Reformed  members  with- 
drew and  built  a  church  at  Secors.  October  13, 
1839,  Rev.  Adam  Crounse  fully  reorganized  Zion's 
Lutheran  Church  at  Knox  with  fifty-one  members, 
twenty-one  of  whom  were  living  in  iSSi.  In  1850 
the  present  church  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $1,  200. 
It  was  dedicated,  INIarch  23,  1S51,  Rev.  Dr.Lint- 
ner,  of  Schoharie,  preaching  the  sermon,  and  Rev. 
Adam  Crounse,  the  pastor,  conducting  the  other 
exercises.  The  parsonage  was  built  in  186S  and 
1869. 

The  first  record  of  any  pastorate  that  can  be 
found  states  that  in  1745  Rev.  Peter  Nicholas  Som- 
mer,  then  located  at  Schoharie,  at  stated  times 
preached  and  administered  the  sacraments.  From 
1790  to  1800  Rev.  Henry  Moeller  preached  occa- 
sionally. From  1800  to  1S28  Revs.  Miller  and 
Merkle  occupied  the  pulpit.  About  1830  Rev. 
Adam  Crounse  became  pastor,  in  connection  with 
Berne  and  Guilderland.  He  resigned  in  18S4. 
In  1845  and  1846  Rev.  A.  L.  Bridgman  became 
pastor  of  Guilderland  and  Knox,  Berne  having  se- 
cured a  pastor  of  its  own.  He  resigned  in  1848, 
and  Rev.  Adam  Crounse  was  again  pastor  from 
1849  1 86 2.  The  church  was  without  a  pastor 
till  November,  1864,  the  pulpit  being  supplied 
monthly  by  the  members  of  the  third  conference, 
when  Rev.  A.  N.  Daniels  became  pastor,  serving 
till  June,  1872.  Rev.  N.  Klock  was  pastor  from 
July,  1872,  to  April,  1S75.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  A.  Martenis,  who  resigned  in  1S77,  returning 
for  a  few  months  in  1S78.  In  November,  1S78, 
Rev.  Luther  P.  Ludden  took  charge  and  remained 


till  the  fall  of  1883.  Since  that  lime  the  church 
has  been  supplied,  Rev.  Silas  Young,  of  Gallupville, 
Schoharie  County,  occupying  its  pulpit  and  at- 
tending to  the  duties  connected  with  the  pastorate. 
\\'hen  not  occupied  by  a  resident  pastor,  the  glebe 
has  been  leased  for  farming  purposes,  and  the 
rental  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  The 
present  membership  is  about  120. 

In  1884  the  official  management  of  this  church 
was  in  the  control  of  the  following  persons: 

Trustees — Theodore  Batcher,  Amos  G.  Warner 
and  Jacob  A.  Warner.  Elders — John  Keenholts, 
Seneca  Frink,  Mathias  Zeh  and  Hiram  Clickman. 
Deacons — Jesse  Saddlemire,  Eli  Secor,  Silas  Click- 
man  and  L.  Park  Witter.  Clerk — George  Hanes. 
The  membership  was  about  one  hundred. 
The  early  records  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Knox  appear  to  be  few  and  imperfect. 
Tradition  says  Rev.  William  Brown,  a  local  preach- 
er, was  the  first  IMethodist  preacher  in  the  town. 
From  inscriptions  on  tombstones  in  the  little  ceme- 
tery on  the  fiirm  owned  by  Nicholas  Chesebro,  it 
appears  that  Rev.  William  Brown  was  born  Oc- 
tober 24,  1758,  and  died  April  25,  1834,  aged  73 
years,  6  months  and  i  day.  His  wife,  Mary  (Chese- 
bro) Brown,  died  January  18,  1835,  aged  73 
years.  His  daughter,  Priscilla,  died  March  25, 
1832,  aged  30  3'ears.  When  a  young  man,  Rev. 
Mr.  Brown  built  a  house,  which  still  stands  on  the 
Chesebro  farm,  and  is  said  to  be  more  than  one 

j  hundred  years  old. 

In  its  early  days,  this  church  was  connected  with 
the  Methodist  churches  of  Berne,  Reedsville,  Mid- 
dleburgh  and  Schoharie,  to  form  the  Berne  circuit. 
It  is  believed  that  Joseph  Hunting,  F.  Dominic, 

I  Levi  Van  Auken  and  Christopher  Chesebro  were 

I  the  first  members  of  the  Methodist  church  in  this 

j  town. 

I      The  first  church  edifice  stood  about  a  mile  east 
j  of  the  one  now  standing  at  "  Knox  street,"  and 
j  was  taken  down  when  the  latter  was  built,  in  1S51, 
I  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  John  Chase.  Another 
was  built,  about  the  same  time,  in  that  part  of  the 
town  called  "  Township, "  and  still  another  had 
been  built  in  1S41,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
i  These  three  are  now  in  use. 

The  succession  of  pastors  has  been  as  follows: 

Revs.  John  Gage,  1846  and  1847;  John  Chase. 
1S51  and  1853:  C.  M.  Anderson,  1853;  Elisha 
Watson,  1854  and  1855;  Aaron  Hall,  1856  and 
1857;  A.  Campbell,  1S5S  and  1S39;  F^-  Patterson, 
1S60  and  iS^i;  C.  Y..  Tavlor,  1S62  and  1863;  M. 
P.  Bell,  1S64-1S66;  H.  Harris,  1867  and  1S6S; 
William  i'arl,  1S69  and  1S70;  W.  C.  Butcher, 
1871;  J.  B.  Wood,   1872  and  1873;  S.  Palmer, 
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1874  and  1875;  J-  C.  Walker,  1876;  J.  J.  Austin, 
1877  and  187S;  A.  Eaton,  1S79  and  iSSo;  E. 
INIorgan,  1881  and  1SS3;  A.  V.  Marshall,  18S4 
and  1885. 

The  last  annual  report  shows  a  membership  of 
162,  and  many  members  have  since  been  added. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  the  territory  now  includ- 
ing the  town  of  Knox  was,  previous  to  1825, 
known  as  the  Church  of  Berne.  In  1S12  Rev.  N. 
H.  Ripley  was  [>astor,  with  105  members.  We 
learn  from  a  copy  of  Minutes  without  date  that  be- 
fore this  the  members  had  numbered  iio.  They 
had  no  pastor  for  twelve  years,  when  Rev.  Samuel 
Hare  preached  for  them  eight  years,  closing  his 
pastorate  in  1S32.  In  1S2S  they  had  99  members. 
In  1833,  Rev.  N.  Ferguson;  1835,  Rev.  'M.  S. 
Earl;  1S43,  Rev.  R.  Winegar  preached  for  them 
one  year  each.  In  1S45  Rev.  W.  Storrs  was  pas- 
tor, probably  for  two  years,  and  the  membership 
was  82.  In  184S  and  14 89  Rev.  W.  Hodgson 
was  pastor,  and  the  church  gained  ten  members. 
About  1850  Rev.  S.  G.  Tower  began  preaching 
for  them,  and  about  1853  he,  by  faithful,  earnest 
and  persistent  etlort,  succeeded  in  building  a  house 
of  worship.  He  closed  his  labors  with  them  about 
1861.  In  1S64  and  1S65  Rev.  H.  M.  Jones  was 
pastor,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Fisher  began  to  preach 
for  them  in  1S67,  continuing  till  1870.  From 
September,  1872,  Rev.  J.  S.  Johnson  was  pastor 
for  two  year.  Rev.  G.  Beeker,  then  a  licentiate  of 
Flat  Creek  church,  began  preaching  for  them  in 
April,  1878,  and  continued  for  some  time.  About 
this  time  the  membership  had  become  greatly 
reduced.  In  1SS4,  through  the  evangelical  labors 
of  Rev.  L.  G.  Brown,  of  Adams,  N.  Y. ,  a  con- 
siderable accession  of  membershij)  was  secured. 
Charles  J.  Seabury  is  deacon,  and  Rev.  J.  Becker 
comes  occasionally  from  a  distance  to  hold  services. 

MANUFACTURES. 

Knox  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  manufacturing 
town.  It  has  no  water-power  of  importance,  and 
is  too  remote  from  transportation  facilities  to  render 
the  introduction  of  heavy  steam-driven  machinery 
profitable. 

From  an  early  date  small  saw-mills  were  in  oper- 
ation at  various  points  along  the  small  streams 
having  their  courses  through  the  town.  They  did 
their  allotted  part  in  the  work  of  improvement 
incident  to  the  civilizing  period  through  which 
Knox,  in  common  with  most  other  portions 
of  our  eastern  country,  passed  in  its  time. 
Among  the  owners  of  such  mills  were  Amos 
Crary,   Hiram  Gage,   Egbert   Schoonmaker  and 


Nathaniel  Swan,  who  were  operating  previous  to 
1825,  and  Malachi  Whii)plc,  Daniel  Gary  and 
i^Ir.  Vandecar,  whose  mills  passed  out  of  active  ex- 
istence about  1S40.  Swart  t^'  Saddlemire  were 
running  a  mill  until  a  few  years  ago,  and  Frederick 
Bouler  and  Bcmslcy  Williamson  are  the  owners  of 
small  mills,  which  are  operated  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  depth  of  water  in  the  streams  will  permit. 
The  sui)ply  of  timber,  once  plentiful,  is  now  nearly 
exhausted,  only  occasional  patches  of  woodland 
remaining. 

There  was  once  a  small  grist-mill  on  a  little 
stream  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  For  years 
the  farmers  of  Knox  have  been  compelled  to  take 
their  grain  to  be  ground  outside  of  the  borders  of 
the  town. 

Gideon  Tabcr,  who  was  once  a  shoemaker  and 
tanner  and  harness  manufacturer  in  Knox,  was 
at  the  same  time  the  progenitor  of  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  the  town,  and  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  Albany  County.  He  was  born  in 
New  London,  Conn.,  in  1764,  of  a  Quaker  father 
and  mother.  Being  a  non-combatant,  he  went  to 
Canada  during  the  Revolution,  to  avoid  being 
drawn  into  the  American  army  and  compelled  to 
fight  against  his  convictions,  and  for  a  time  he 
commanded  a  vessel  on  Lake  Champlain.  Com- 
ing to  Knox  after  peace  was  established,  he  went 
about  among  the  farmers,  "  whipping  the  cat,"  as 
itinerant  shoemaking  and  repairing  was  denomi- 
nated. Being  a  thrifty  man,  he  prospered,  and 
after  a  time  established  a  small  tannery,  where  he 
made  leather,  which  he  manufactured  into  shoes, 
saddles  and  harness,  emphiying  quite  a  number  of 
men,  and  doing  a  large  business  for  the  time.  He 
became  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  represented  his 
fellow  citizens  in  the  Assembly  about  181S-20. 
His  grandson,  Charles  Clute,  now  owns  and  lives 
on  the  old  Taber  homestead  where  his  tannery  and 
manufacturing  operations  were  carried  on. 

In  1831  Alexander  Crounse,  who  had  moved 
into  Knox  from  an  adjoining  town,  put  up  a  tan- 
nery building,  56  feet  by  28,  on  the  main  road 
through  the  town  west  of  Knoxvillc,  and  Rir  many 
years  did  considerable  in  the  manufacture  of  har- 
ness and  upper-leather.  The  changes  in  the  hide 
and  leather  trade  during  the  last  few  years  have 
contributed  to  render  this  business  less  profitable 
and  important  than  it  was  formerly.  About  five 
years  ago  Mr.  Crounse  transferred  the  establish- 
ment to  his  son,  Eugene  G.  A.  Crounse.  .\n  ad- 
dition to  the  taimery  building  was  erected  in  1SS4, 
and  improved  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
I  horse  feed  was  put  in.    This  branch  of  industry 
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Mr.  Crounse  carries  on  in  connection  with  tan- 
ning, his  father,  Alexander  Crounse,  i^iving  his 
personal  attention  to  the  supervision  of  the  latter 
department. 

Nathan  Crary,  father  of  Mr.  John  G.  Crary,  or- 
ganized the  manufacture  of  pill-boxes'  in  Knox 
about  eighty  years  ago.  Since  his  time  the  busi- 
ness lias  been  more  or  less  extensively  carried  on 
by  John  G.  Crary  and  others.  The  manufacturers 
of  Erandreth's  and  other  pills  obtain  their  supply 
of  small  wooden  boxes  here,  and  many  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Knoxvillc  and  vicinity  find  employment  in 
the  industry. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  the  history  of  the  town,  in- 
terments were  made  on  tlie  farms  of  the  residents. 
Here  and  there  may  still  be  seen  neatly  kept  family 
plots  on  gentle  slopes  not  far  distant  from  some  of 
the  finest  farm-houses  in  Knox.  About  the  time 
of  the  organization  of  the  old  Presbyterian  church, 
the  graveyard  in  Knoxvillc,  which  is  still  known  as 
"  the  old  Presbyterian  burying  gn^und,"  was  open- 
ed. Occasional  interments  arc  made  there  still, 
and  many  of  its  quaint  old  headstones  bear  the 
names  of  those  who  were  among  the  pioneers  of  the 
town. 

The  Whipple  Cemetery,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  town,  has  long  been  much  in  use  by  the 
people  of  Knox.  It  occupies  a  commanding  po- 
sition upon  an  abrupt  elevation,  and  contains  nu- 
merous interesting  and  quite  a  number  of  sightly 


!  monuments.  It  has  recently  been  improved  and 
'  provided  with  a  substantial  inclosure  and  an  at- 
1  tractive  entrance.  It  is  so  known  from  the  fact 
I  that  it  is  located  on  a  portion  of  the  Whipple  farm, 

and  is  maintained  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  many 

families  who  bury  their  dead  there, 
j      The  Knox  Cemetery  is  a  beautiful  and  sightly 

burial  place,  possessing  many  advantages.  The 
I  Cemetery  Company  controlling  it  was  organized  in 
i  1874,  and  the  cemetery  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  ^Ir. 
;  Robinson,  August  18,  that  vear.     The  bodv  of 

j  ;  o  '  ^ 

Lieutenant  Michael  P.  Barclay  was  the  first  one 
buried  there.  The  officers  of  the  company  at  its 
organization  were  David  Van  Auken,  .\mos  Crary, 
Charles  Clute,  Henry  Blackley,  and  one  other. 
The  j)resent  officers  are  as  follows  :  Charles  Gage, 
president  :  Peter  Schoonm'aker,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer ;  William  Van  Auken,  Nicholas  Chcsebro, 
W.  Crary  and  Arthur  Witter. 

i 

I  LOCAL  INSURANCE. 

Knox  has  a  local  mutual  fire  insurance  com- 
pany, which  has  been  in  successful  operation  several 
j  years,  with  which  Hon.  Peter  Schoonmaker  and 
I  other  prominent  citizens  have  from  time  to  time 
been  officially  connected.     Its  policies  now  aggre- 
gate about  9400,000;   and  its  assessable  bonds 
amount  to  $16,000.    Its  officers  in  the  fall  of  1SS4 
were  :  Ira  Van  Auken,  president  ;  Elias  Bassler, 
secretary  ;  William  Sand,  I.  D.  Haverly,  James  .M. 
I  Chcsebro,  Nicholas  Chesebro,  Amos  Saddlemire, 
I  Austin  Gifford  and  Norman  O.  Bell  (agent). 
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HON.  PETER  SCIIOONMAKER. 

Hon.  Peter  Schoonm.vker  is  a  son  ofChristian  i 
and  Lydia  (Warner)  Schooninaker,  and  was  born 
in  Knox,  June  29,  1828.  He  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
pubHc  schools  of  his  native  town.  He  engaged  in 
farming  and  became  known  as  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  and  business  man  in  his  section  of 
the  county.  He  from  time  to  time  purchased  sev- 
eral farms  in  Knox,  and  at  his  fatlier's  death  in- 
herited the  old  Schoonmakcr  homestead,  where  he 
has  lived  all  his  life.  For  some  time  past  he  has  been  i 
the  most  extensive  real  estate  owner  in  the  town. 

In  1850  Mr.  Schoonmaker  married  Miss  Erne-  1 
line  Wolford,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Wolford,  a  farm- 
er of  Knox.     He  has  two  sons — Winfield  Scott 
Schoonmaker  and   Jay  Schoonmaker,    both   of  1 
whom  are  married,  live  near  their  father,  and  arc  ' 
ranked  among  the  most  enterprising  of  die  young 
businessmen  of  Knox. 

An  ardent  Republican  and  an  active  worker  for  ; 
the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  his  party,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  INfr.  Schoonmaker  has,  since  he 
grew  to  manhood,  taken  a  deep  interest  in  political  , 
affairs.     He  was  elected  assessor  of  the  town  of 
Knox  in  the  spring  of  1S55,  and  re-elected  each  1 
successive  term  until  he  resigned  the  position  in  , 
1866.    In  the  last-mentioned  year  he  was  elected  ' 


supervisor.  He  was  re-elected  the  six  succeeding 
terms,  five  times  without  (opposition.  In  1S72 
he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  for 
member  of  Assembly  to  represent  the  First  Assem- 
bly District  of  Albany  County.  The  district  had 
for  several  \-ears  given  a  Democratic  majority,  and 
at  the  best  could  only  be  regarded  as  close  by  the 
Republicans.  No  better  evidence  of  i\Ir.  Schoonmak- 
er's  personal  popularity  could  be  adduced  than  the 
fact  that  he  was  elected  by  9S7  majority.  ?tlr.  Schoon- 
maker served  on  the  committees  on  "  Roads  and 
Bridges,"  "Agriculture '' and  "  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions.''  and  cast  his  vote  for  Hon.  Roscoe  Conk- 
ling  for  United  States  Senator.  His  service  as  As- 
semlilvman  was  both  creditable  to  himself  and 
highly  satisfactory  to  his  constituents.  He  declined 
a  re-election  and  has  since  refused  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  any  office,  devoting  himself  to  his  business; 
but  his  interest  in  the  Republican  cause  is  so  deep 
that  he  has  at  the  same  time  been  an  active  and  in- 
fluential worker  for  the  success  of  his  party  in  his 
town,  countv  and  country.  He  has  also  devoted 
himself  assiduously  to  the  advancement  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  town  of  Knox.  He  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  conduct  of  its  educational  institutions, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  mana^rement 
of  the  well-known  local  insurance  company  of 
Knox.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  St.  Pauls 
Lutheran  Evangelical  Church  of  Borne. 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  KXOX. 


DENISOX  CRARY.       -'  j 

! 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Knox  Mere  the  j 
Crarys  and  Denisons,  who  came  from  Connecticut 
in  179S.    Thomas  Crary  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
October  I  2,  1744.     He  married  Mehetabel  Mason, 
January   9,    1772.     They  had    nine  children —  : 
Thomas,   burn    in   1775;  ?*Iary,   born  in   1777;  j 
Mason,   born    in   1779;  Eunice,  born  in  1782: 
Cynthia,  born  in    17S6;   Amos,    born  in  17SS; 
Andrew,  born  in   1790;  Kphraim,  born  in  1793; 
and  Jabez,  born  in  1 796.    Amos  Crary  married 
Mary  Denison  in   181 1,  and  had  six  children, 
named  as  follows  in  the  order  of  their  birth:  Den-  1 
ison,  Susan,  Thomas,  Horace,  Sarah   Ann  and  i 
Esther.    Susan  removed  to  Iowa  and  died  there.  ; 
.Thomas  died  in  infancy.     Horace  removed,  when 
a  young  man,  to  Schoharie  County,  and  thence,  in 
1883,  to  Chicago.    Sarah  Ann  also  lives  in  Chi- 
cago.   Esther  lives  in  Iowa,    The  only  one  repre- 
senting the  family  in  the  town  at  the  present  lime 
is  Denison  Crary,  eldest  child  of  Amos,  who  was 
born  June  30,  1812.     Captain  Henry  Denison 
served  the  cause  of  the  ciilunies  in  the  Revolutiiin-  ' 
ary  war,  and  after  coming  to  Knox  was  one  of  the  1 
most  prominent  early  resitlents.    He  was  one  uf  , 
the  founders  uf  the  Old  Knox  Presbyterian  Cliurcii,  1 


of  which  he  was  also  a  deacon  for  many  years.  He 
had  seven  children,  named  Henry,  Daniel,  Gideon, 
]\Iar\',  Sally,  Lois  and  Esther.  Henry  removed  to 
Pennsylvania  and  died  there.  Daniel  became  a 
physician,  and  lived  and  died  in  Onondaga  County, 
which  he  represented  twice  in  the  Assembly. 
Gideon  died  in  Knox,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three. 
j\Iary  married  Amos  Crary,  and  died  in  1S40,  aged 
fifty-rine.  Sally  died  unmarried.  Lens  and  Esther 
married,  and  died  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Denison  Crary  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
attending  the  public  schools,  and  for  a  time  the 
old  Knox  Academy.  Pie  has  been  a  farmer  all  his 
life,  except  about  three  years,  during  which  he  was 
engaged  upon  the  construction  of  the  New  Vi;)rk 
Central  Railroad,  between  Schenectady  and  Utica 
and  between  Syracuse  and  Auburn,  and  of  the 
Erie  Railway,  upon  which  he  fulfilled  two  con- 
tracts, one  ibr  a  mile  of  grade  eastward  out  of 
Dunkirk,  and  another  for  a  section  in  Orange 
County.  In  these  contracts  Anson  H.  Taylor,  hi> 
uncle,  was  his  partner.  His  home  farm  was  pur- 
chased by  his  father  about  1842,  and  Mr.  Crary  lias 
owned  and  lived  on  it  since  1S62.  Since  that 
date  he  lias  purchased  a  small  farm,  partially 
timber  land,  located  abuut  a  mile  fr^m  his  resi- 
dence. 
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June  1*^,  1856,  ]Mr.  Crary  married  ]Miss  Henri- 
etta M.  Williams,  ot"  Knox,  a  granddaugliter  of 
Ebenezer  Williams,  who  was  another  of  the  early 
settlers  who  came  into  Knox  from  Connecticut 
about  the  close  of  the  last  century.  He  has  been 
a  Rei)ublican  since  the  organization  of  the  Kepub- 
hcan  party,  and  has  voted  for  every  Republican 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  from  Fremont  to  Blaine. 
Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  was  a  Whig.  But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that,  while  he  is  an  ardent  partisan,  he  is  by  any 
means  an  active  politician.  He  has  been  too  busy 
all-his  life  to  mingle  much  with  public  affairs.  His 
attention  t(j  his  own  personal  interests  has  been 
close  and  unremitting,  and  he  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  successful  farmers  in  his  section  of  the 
county.  Mrs.  Crary  is  a  member  and  Mr.  Crary 
is  a  regular  attendant  and  liberal  supporter  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Knox,  He  also  con- 
tributes generously  to  all  worthy  public  objects, 
and  is  regardei.1  as  the  friend  and  abettor  of  all 
needed  improvements  in  the  town.    He  has  served 


his  fellow  townsmen  as  Highway  Commissioner  and 
Town  Clerk,  but  has  usually  refused  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  any  office  whatever. 

SAMUEL  B.  DAVENPORT. 

Samuel  B.  Davk.nport  was  born  in  Newcastle, 
\\'estchester  County,  N.  Y.  His  father  was  Wil- 
liam Doty  Davenport.  His  mother  was  Phebe  C. 
^Marshall  (Davenport),  who  died  February  3,  1869, 
aged  seventy-three  years.  They  were  married  Oc- 
tober 20,  18 14.  William  Davenport,  grandfather 
of  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Davenport,  was  born  June  iS, 
1759,  and  married  F'lizabeth  Doty,  who  was  born 
Feliruary  10,  1763.  Sometime  prior  tc>  the  Rev- 
olutionary w-ar  he  removed  from  Flushing,  L.  I., 
to  Chappaqua,  Westchester  County.  His  farm 
lay  between  the  British  and  American  lines,  as  they 
were  drawn  at  one  time,  and  it  was  his  ill  fortune 
to  twice  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  I'.nglish  sol- 
diers. Upon  the  first  occasion  he  made  his  escape 
unharmed;  but  upon  the  second,  while  endeavor- 


THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  SCOTLAND. 


father.      Ida  i.s   still  a  member  of  her  fallier's 

family.  I 

Politically,  .Mr.  Frink  is  not  a  stronq^  partisan,  ' 

but  inclines  to  the  principles  of  the  iJemocratic  j 

party.     He  has  not  ix'cn  active  in  politics  and  has  . 

never  sought  office  of  any  kind,  but  he  has  been  1 


elected  to  several  minor  town  offices,  and  was 
chosen  supervi.sor  of  Kno.\  in  1883,  and  re-elected 
in  18S5.  Though  not  a  church  member,  he  lias 
always  been  a  liberal  conlriluitor  t(j  the  support  of 
Christianity  in  the  town. 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  SCOTLAND. 


AS  this  township  was  originally  a  part  of  Bethle-  I 
hem,  and  Ikthlehem  formed  from  Watervliet, 
their  histories  previous  to   1833  are  difficult  of  ; 
separation,  and  render  the  work  more  complicated,  : 
as  the  records  are  incomplete  in  their  local  connec-  j 
tion;  and  in  collecting  the  material  ver}-  little  was 
obtained  from  public  or  private  records,  as  they  j 
generally  were  disconnected  in  detail.     So  few  I 
familv  records  having  been  found  reliable,  the 
writer  was  obliged  to  deduce  an  approximate  date 
for  general  reference  in  the  order  of  events. 

The  names  and  complete  succession  of  the 
Roman  Consuls  and  the  victors  of  the  Olympian 
games  are  facts  of  record,  while  many  important 
events  and  data  in  the  history  and  settlement  of  the 
township  cannot  be  clearlv  determined  in  these  1 
days  of  modern  progress.     Few  papers  or  records  j 
of  value  were  found  in  families  relating  to  early 
settlements,  or  bearing  upon  the  hi;;tory  of  neigh-  , 
borhoods.     Many  difficulties  had  to  be  overcome, 
and  the  author  returns  thanks  to  those  who  kindly  [ 
contributed  valuable  information,  and  especially  is  | 
he  indebted  to  the  Rev.  James  G.  K.  ^IcClure  for  \ 
history  of  New  Scotland  Prer^bytcrian  Church,  and 
many  other  facts  taken  from  his  "  Centenary  Ser- 
mon." .    ,  , 

The  design  of  the  writer  has  been  to  compile  j 
general  facts  of  history,  and  record  events  that  I 
shall  possess  valuable  information  for  the  reader  ' 
and  the  public  for  future  reference. 

The  townsliip  of  New  Scotland  was  formed  from 
Bethlehem,  \\^x\\  25.  1S32,  and  is  the  central  town 
of  the  county,  having  an  area  of  61,711  acres,  and  , 
a  population  of  3,253.    There  are  no  records  of  j 
the  commissioners  or  surveyors  who  located  or  es- 
tablished the  boundar}-  line,  nor  .ny  minutes  rclat-  ' 
ing  to  the  same.    The  act  of  the  Legislature  de- 
fines the  point  of  beginning  as  fi.>llows:      "  From  , 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  that  part  of  the  \ 


town  of  Bethlehem,  in  the  County  of  Albany,  lying 
west  of  a  line  beginning  at  a  point  six  miles  west  of 
the  Hudson  River,  in  the  south  bounds  of  the  town 
of  Guilderland;  tht;nce  on  a  southerly  course, 
parallel  with  the  Hudson  River,  to  a  point  in  the 
north  bounds  of  the  town  of  Coeymans,  six  miles 
west  from  the  said  Hudson  River,  and  all  lying  west 
of  said  line,  shall  be  a  separate  town,  to  be  known 
by  the  name  of  New  Scotland." 

Of  the  trees  marked  by  the  surveyors  as  monu- 
ments in  this  division  line  many  have  been 
wantonly  destroyed,  and  the  few  remaining  will 
soon  disappear. 

The  surface  is  broken  by  ridges  and  hills  that 
rise  from  400  to  800  feet  high.  The  Helderberg 
Hills  are  a  marked  feature  of  this  town,  and  have  a 
great  bearing  on  its  physical  structure,  as  they  ex- 
tend through  the  western  part,  from  south  to  north, 
forming  the  water-shed,  and  giving  direction  to 
the  drainage,  also  contributing  to  the  diversity  of 
scenery  and  agricultural  resources.  The  soil  is 
clay  and  gravelly  loam;  the  eastern  and  central 
parts  are  rolling,  the  southern  undulating,  and  the 
we  itern  part,  occupied  by  the  Helderbergs,  hilly. 
The  principal  streams  are  the  Normanskill,  in  the 
northeast  corner,  and  its  tributary  frum  this  town  is 
Vive  or  Fly  Creek,  which  takes  its  rise  from  the 
base  of  the  Helderbergs;  Vlaaman  or  Flamans 
Creek,  in  the  eastern  central  :  Onisquethau  Creek, 
in  the  southern,  with  several  small  streams  as  tribu- 
taries, and  Black  Creek,  in  the  northwest  Lawson's 
Lake,  in  the  south,  on  the  line  of  Coeymans,  is  a 
small  siieet  of  water,  the  outlet  of  which  falls  into  a 
deep  cavity  and  flows  for  some  distance  into  a  sub- 
terranean cavern,  in  which  are  f^jund  beautiful 
stalactites  and  thousands  of  bats  clinging  to  the 
walls.  Bcnnell's  Hill,  at  Clarksville,  has  a  strong 
sulphur  spring,  and  from  the  summit  a  fine  land- 
scajje  lies  before  the  visitor.    At  the  foot  of  Cope- 
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land  II ill  are  remarkable  sink-holes,  from  five  to 
eight  feet  in  diameter,  which  extend  ihrouL,di  the 
soil  and  lime  rock  to  the  depth  of  ten  or  twenty 
feet.  These  cavities  are  connected  by  an  under- 
ground passage,  which  has  been  explored  and  found 
to  contain  several  rooms,  while  a  stream  of  water 
forms  the  bottom  of  this  passage.  At  Clarksville  | 
are  two  caves  of  considerable  interest,  frequented  by 
visitors.  Mount  Pleasant,  which  is  a  series  of  hills 
east  of  New  Salem,  and  the  location  of  Mount 
Pleasant  Cemetery,  seems  by  nature  to  have  been 
especially  designated  for  the  purpose,  possessing 
an  elevated  situation,  with  diversity  of  surface,  and 
an  unbroken  view  in  all  directions  for  many 
miles. 

The  railroads  that  enter  the  town  and  contribute 
to  the  general  prosperity  are:  The  Albany  and 
Susquehanna,  w^hich  passes  through  the  northeast 
corner,  with  a  station  at  Vorheesville,  and  the  New- 
York,  West  Shore  and  Buffalo  Railroad  enters  the 
town  near  Feura  Bush,  extends  north,  crossing  the 
track  of  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  road  at  Vor- 
heesville, which  is  an  important  station. 

The  physical  feature  of  this  town  is  the  Helder- 
berg  Hills,  which  form  a  very  interesting  group, 
as  they  extend  from  north  to  south  in  the  western 
part  and  slope  back  to  the  adjoining  towns.  These 
ranges  are  outlxing  spurs  of  the  Catskills,  which 
are  a  northerly  continuadon  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains,  and  a  part  of  the  great  Appalachian 
system.  Their  declivities  are  very  steep,  and  some- 
times precipitous  on  the  east,  but  slope  more 
gradually  toward  the  west. 

The  highest  point  of  these  hills  is  an  elevation  of 
1,823  feet  above  Governor's  Island,  mean  tide, 
and  is  up<jn  the  farm  of  David  Flansburg,  in  the 
western  part  of  this  town.  Upon  this  summit  the 
United  States  Coast  Survey  and  the  New  York 
State  Survey  have  a  station,  named  "  Helderberg. " 

There  are  several  elevations  from  1,000  to  1,700 
feet  high,  and  the  plateaus  from  600  to  1,000  feet. 

From   the  summit   of  the  Helderbcrgs,  and 
along  the  Eeaverdam  road  as  it  winds  up  the  hill, 
many  lovely  prospects  can  be  seen    The  range  is 
extensive  and  the  scenery  varied  in  beauty,  present- 
ing a.  charming  panorama  of  the  surrounding 
country.    From  the  summit  can  be  seen  the  vil- 
lages nestling  in  the  valley  beneath,  and  in  the  dis-  | 
tance  the  City  of  Albany,  and  new  Capitol,  West  j 
Albany,  Greenbush,  Troy;  also,  the  Green  Moun-  I 
tains  of  Vermont.    Trains  of  cars  upon  several  ; 
railroads   are  seen  winding  over  the  plains  like  j 
small  threads,  and  at  night  the  electric  lights  of 
Albany  illumine  the  sky  like  an  aurora  borealis.  I 


The  soil  of  this  town  is  well  ad-ijited  fir  the  cul- 
tivation of  all  cereals,  grass,  potatoes  and  fruit. 
Hay  is  one  of  the  principal  crojjs.  Extensive  or- 
chards ofapf)le  and  plum  trees  are  culti\  atcd.  Hops 
are  becoming  an  important  staple  with  many  farmers, 
and  a  large  area  is  planted  throughout  the  town. 
The  farmers  are  an  intelligent  class,  and  many  of 
them  adopt  the  progressive  systems  of  rotation, 
manuring  and  the  use  of  fertilizers.  Much  atten- 
tion is  given  to  the  improvement  of  neat  cattle, 
and  the  careful  crossing  widi  improved  breeds 
secures  qualities  that  are  very  much  desired.  ]\Iany 
years  ago  iNIatthew  Bullock,  an  Englishman,  living 
in  this  town,  introduced  and  imported  some  fine 
stock  of  short-horn  breed,  which  for  years  proved 
to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  dairyman  and  farmer. 
Some  of  this  original  breed  is  yet  in  possession  of 
his  son.  Mr.  Joseph  Hilton,  an  extensive  farmer, 
has  a  fine  herd  of  prize  Devon  catde.  Jersey 
cattle,  noted  for  their  butter  qualities,  are  now 
largely  supplanting  other  breeds. 

Bee  culture  is  becoming  a  business  of  much 
importance,  requiring  careful  attention  and  close 
study.  This  industry  is  yet  in  its  infancy  ;  old 
methods  are  giving  place  to  improvements  through 
practical  experience  and  scientific  knowledge.  The 
following  have  extensive  apiaries  :  Aaron  Snyder, 
James  Markle,  Peter  Livingston,  Henry  Martin. 

Limestone  is  quite  extensively  quarried  fur  build- 
ing purposes.  Formerly  the  burning  of  lime  was  an 
industry  of  the  township,  but  the  increased  cost  of 
fuel  brought  the  expenses  above  any  profit  and  the 
business  has  been  abandoned. 

The  acreage  of  forests  is  rapidly  diminishing. 

Let  us  consider  what  were  some  of  the  primary 
causes  that  induced  many  to  emigrate  from  Holland 
and  settle  at  Fort  Orange  and  vicinity.  The  Di- 
rectors of  the  West  India  Company,  located  at 
Amsterdan.,  to  encourage  emigration,  offered 
special  inducements  and  allowed  their  members  to 
buy  and  possess  large  tracts  of  land.  Among  those 
who  took  advantage  of  this  offer  was  Killian  \'an 
Rensselaer,  a  director  of  this  company,  who  se- 
cured for  himself  all  the  lands  for  twenty-four  miles 
square  on  each  side  of  the  river  at  Ft>rt  Orange, 
about  1630.  The  patroon,  in  his  anxiety  to  have 
this  land  settled,  offered  a  special  and  liberal  in- 
ducement, with  free  rental  for  a  term  of  years  to 
all  who  would  occupy  lands  upon  his  patent.  L^p 
to  1664  the  Dutch  had  control  of  the  colony  of 
New  Netherlands,  but  now  the  English  succeed 
and  a  change  of  government  follows  ;  this  ilid  not 
interfere  with  the  patroon's  rights,  yet  at  this  time 
only  210  families  had  availed  themselves  of  this 
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ing  to  hurry  him  away  to  a  place  of  confinement, 
his  captors,  mounted  on  horseback  and  drivini^ 
him  on  foot  before  them,  pricked  and  injured  him 
with  their  bayonets  so  seriously  that  he  never  en- 
tirely recovered  from  the  wounds  then  received. 
He  died  July  23,  1826;  his  wife,  July  23,  1S46. 
Their  children  were  Samuel,  born  February  2S, 
1785,  and  died  December  27,  i  792 ;  Stephen,  born 
October  4,  17S6,  and  died  April  24,  1853;  Mary, 
born  September  13,  17S8,  and  died  February  12, 
1854;  William  Dot_v,  born  December  7,  1790,  and 
died  March  3,  1876;  Phebe,  born  August  17, 
1793,  and  died  about  ten  years  ago. 

The  children  of  William  Doty  Davenport  and 
his  wife  were  :  David  M. ,  born  November  12,1815, 
who  died  October  3,  1871;  Dydia  C,  born  April 
23,  1817,  who  died  April  8,  1S71;  Marilla  K., 
born  May  16,  1822;  Samuel  B.,  born  July  7,  1825; 
Mary,  born  INIarch  23,  1829;  Ira  M.,  born  Yah- 
ruary  23,  1831;  Elizabeth,  born  August  20,  1883; 
Asa,  Taorn  September  i,  1836,  who  died  Septem- 
ber 9,  1839. 

William  Doty  Davenport  and  his  familv  removed 
to  Knox  in  1S28,  when  Samuel  B.  was  about  three  I 
years  old.    The  latter  well  remembers  the  crossing 
of  the  Hudson  at  Albany  by  the  family  and  his 
fright  at  the  boats  plying  about  him.    An  attempt 
to  rob  ^Ir.  Davenport  by  men  who  had  known  of 
his  drawing  his  money  from  the  bank  in  Westches-  i 
ter  County,  and  followed  him  with  that  purpose  in  i 
view,   was  frustrated  in  Duanesburgh,  while  the 
party  were  passing  through  a  dense  wood,  by  a 
faithful  dog  which  the  new-comer  was  bringing  to 
his  new  home  in  Knox.     ]Mr.  Davenport  also  re-  i 
members  when,  at  the  age  of  six  years,  his  father 
took  him  to  Albany  to  witness  the  opening  of  the 
Albany  and  Schenectady  Railroad,  one  of  the  first 
railroads  of  any  importance  opened  in  the  country. 


He  was  educated  at  the  common  schools  at  Quaker 
street,  and  brought  up  to  a  farmer's  life.  He  lias 
since  resided  in  Knox,  and  has  been  a  successfid 
flirmer  and  a  highly  respected  citizen.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  deeply  interested  in 
public  affairs  and  those  of  die  community  in  which 
he  lives.  He  has  ser\  cd  the  town  of  Knox  as 
assessor  eleven  years  in  succession,  and  has  for 
many  years  been  a  trustee  of  Grove  Cemetery  As- 
sociation, proprietors  of  the  Grove  Cemetery  at 
Quaker  street.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Jane 
Powell,  daughter  of  Elisha  Powell,  a  Quaker,  and 
for  many  years,  till  his  death,  a  resident  of  Green- 
ville, Greene  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Davenport  died 
August  20,  1874.  He  married  ]Mrs.  Caroline  M. 
W.  Baker,  widow  of  Dr.  Austin  A.  Baker.  r>f 
Howard,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. ,  April  24,  1876. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  children  as  follows: 
Isabel,  born  July  17,  1851,  who  died  April  S, 
1S60;  Mary  Marilla,  born  June  26,  1853,  who 
married  George  Hallenbeck,  of  Knowersville,  June 
21,  1882,  and  Elisha  H.,  born  April  2,  1856,  who 
married  r^Iiss  Emily  Baker  upon  the  same  date  as 
that  of  his  sister's  marriage  above  mentioned,  and 
has  one  son,  named  Baker  L. ,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 22,  1883. 


We  take  pleasure  in  making  mention  of  the  fol- 
lowing citizens,  who,  by  their  guaranteed  support, 
have  helped  to  insure  the  publication  of  this  valua- 
ble work:  E.  G.  A.  Crounse,  Peter  Schoonmaker, 
Chas.  G.  P^rink,  Dcnison  Crary,  Jacob  Sholtes, 
Robert  Schoonmaker,  J.  G.  Lendrum,  Dennis  H. 
CoUiton,  A.  Quay. 

Alonzo  Quay,  born  in  Knox,  February  10,  1S53; 
married  Elizabeth  E.  Townsend,  Novcmcr  15, 
1856;  farmer;  Knox  post-office. 
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' ;: ;.   ,      CHARLES  G.  FRINK. 

Charles  Frink  came  from  Connecticut  and  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  Knox  in  1797.  He  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  JNIr.  Charles  G.  Frink,  the 
present  supervisor  of  the  town.  His  son,  Charles 
Frink,  Jr.,  married  into  the  Stark  family  of  Con- 
necticut before  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Knox. 
He  became  a  farmer  in  Knox,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  sons  were 
named  Russcl  and  Charles,  the  last  mentioned  of 
whom  was  the  father  of  3ilr.  Charles  G.  Frink, 
Prudence,  the  daughter,  married  Oliver  P'orsyth, 
of  Wright,  Schoharie  County.  Russel  married 
Rebecca  Gallup  and  removed  to  Schoharie  County, 
and  thence  to  Ik-lchertovvn,  Mass.,  where  he  died. 
Charles  married  Maria  Osterhout,  of  Knox.  They 
had  twelve  children,  of  whom  Charles  G.  Frink, 
born  July  2,  18 19,  was  the  oldest.  He  attended 
the  common  school,  and  later  was  a  stuiient  at  the 
old  Knox  Academy  for  a  time.  He  was  reared  by 
his  grandfather,  George  ()stcrh(a:t.  and  lived  with 
him  until  he  was  about  twenlv  vears  old,  when  his 


grandfather  removed  to  Fulton,  Schoharie  County. 
I^ter,  Mr.  Osterhout  removed  to  Rotterdam, 
Schenectady  County,  where  he  died. 

Mr.  Frink  learned  the  mason's  trade  and  worked 
at  it  in  connection  with  farming  for  about  seven 
years.  January  20,  1S44,  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Schoonmakcr,  daughter  of  Christian  Schoon- 
maker,  of  Knox.  A  few  }-ears  afterward  he 
turned  his  attention  wholly  to  farming,  and  since 
his  marriage  has  lived  on  the  old  Christian  Schoon- 
makcr homestead,  which  was  inherited  by  Mrs. 
Frink.  In  1861  he  purchased  the  Osterhout  farm, 
formerly  owned  by  his  grandtather.  I^ter,  he 
bought  the  De  Witt  Schoonmakcr  flirm.  Mr. 
Frink  has  had  six  children,  only  three  of  wliom  are 
living.  They  were  named,  in  the  order  of  their 
birth,  Seneca,  Charles  M.,  Lydia,  Ida,  Mary  and 
Minnie.  Lydia  died  July  27,  i860,  aged  6 
years;  INIary  died  August  19,  1874,  aged  13  years; 
?klinnie  died  August  21.  1S74,  aged  11  years. 
Seneca  married  Kmeline  Quay,  of  Knox,  and  lives 
on  the  Osterhout  farm.  Charles  'M.  married 
Euphcmia  Truax,  of  Knox,  and  lives  with  his 
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Supervisor,  James  Reid  ;  Town  Clerk,  David 
Springsleiii  ;  Justices  of  Uie  Peace,  Garret  Van  Al- 
len, Frederic  INIarkle,  David  G.  Seger;  C<^llcctor, 
Samul  ]\Ioak;  Assessors,  Alex.  ]\IcMi!len,  Anthony 
Do  Long,  Robert  Wands;  Commissioners  of  High- 
ways, John  Furbeck,  Jr.,  Wilhelmus  Young,  John 
P.  Rowe;  Commissioners  of  Schools,  Edmund 
Raynsford,  Christian  Houck,  James  Patterson  ;  In- 
spectors of  Schools,  Abram  Fort,  Samuel  Dickson, 
David  McCullock  ;  Overseers  of  Poor,  Charles 
IVIcCullock,  William  Murphy;  Sealer  and  Inspec- 
tor, Thomas  Lloyd  ;  Poundmaster,  Richard  L.  De 
Forest  ;  Constables,  Samuel  Warren,  James  Winne, 
John  Wagoner,  David  J.  De  Long.  None  of  these 
men  are  living.  Some  of  the  above  men  had  served 
in  office  in  the  Town  of  Bethlehem.  I-'rederic 
Markle  received  his  appointment  and  commission, 
as  Justice,  from  Gov.  Tompkins,  in  1808,  and  held 
the  otTice  until  1844. 

Samuel  Dickson,  ]M.  D. ,  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress in  1855;  John  I\IcF.wen  and  Henry  Fitch, 
who  were  born  in  this  town,  liave  served  as  Sheriffs; 
John  R.  Radley  and  Wm.  J.  Reid  have  served  as 
Associate  Justices ;  David  D.  D.  ]\IcCullock,  a 
term  as  Commissioner  of  Schools,  and  the  follow- 
ing as  Members  of  Assembly  :  Edmund  Rayns- 
ford, Aaron  Van  Schaack,  David  G.  Seger,  Freder- 
ick Mathias.  John  Reid,  Flarman  Van  Derzee, 
Henry  Crcble,  Peter  Slingerland,  Hiram  Becker. 

Statement  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of 
New  Scotland,  as  assessed  and  equalized  in  1SS3 — 
Amount  of  taxes  levied,  with  rate  thereon:  Acres, 
35,679;  real,  $2,534,636;  personal,  $101,300;  to- 
tal, $2,635,936;  amount  collected,  $21,636;  rate, 
.82;  Collector,  John  R.  Wayne. 


Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company — Total 
valuation,  ,534,000;  tax,  $278.80. 

New  York,  West  Shore  and  Buffalo  Railroad — 
Total  valuation,  $31,800;  tax,  $260.76. 

Population— 1S35,  3,030;  1855,  3,327;  i860, 
3,304;  1865,  3,311;  1870,  3,410;  1875,  3>2^'4; 
1880,  3,253. 

Farm  and  agricultural  products  of  New  Scot- 
land, as  per  census  of  iSSo: 

Bushels.  Value.  Acres. 

Wheat                                           2,046  $2,557  158 

Rye                                        30.245  25,000  2,664 

<^»'"u                                       45'^o5  30-775  1.752 

Oats  111,892  55,046  3,66S 

Buckwheat                                 I4>999  I2,cx30  941 

r>arlcy                                              882            S82  43 

Potatoes                                     38,083  19,042  566 

Apples                                       23,416  11,708  .... 

Number.  \"alue. 

Milch  Cows                                           I>i95  §47,Sco 

Other  Cattle                                                  774  10,300 

Oxen                                                       103  7,150 

Horses                                                  1,103  132,301 

Sheep                                                   2,880  11,520 

Swine                                                   1,906  15,200 

Fowls                                                  16,543  8,272 

Hay,  tons                                             1 1,977  150,000 

Butter,  il)S  115,731  29,000 

Honey,  lbs                                           22,429  2,423 

Eggs,  dozen                                         84,331  12,040 

Farms                                                        382  2,436,750 

Stock   231,384 

Tools  and  Implements   I2>,l89 

Building  and  Repairing  Fences   10,  ,80 

Cash  paid  for  Fertilizers   2,610 

In  1864  the  agricultural  returns  were:  Wheat, 
bushels,  354;  oats,  40,824:  corn,  26,448;  pota- 
toes, 31,917;  apples,  41,567;  cows,  1,349;  but- 
ter, 140,678  pounds;  horses,  1,069;  sheep,  3,470. 

Population  in  1835 — Males,  1,515;  females, 
1,515;  voters,  640;  aliens,  10:  paupers,  8.  Acres 
improved  land,  19,395:  cattle,  2,495;  horses, 
1,242;  sheep,  4,018;  swine,  i,86r.  Since  1835 
the  township  has  increased  by  only  223  inhab- 
itants. 
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LIST  OF  SUrr.KVISORS,  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE  AND  TOWN  CLERKS,  FROM  iSj3  TO  1SS4. 


Year. 


033- 
833. 
833. 
834. 
834. 
835. 
837. 
839. 
840. 
841. 
842. 

843- 
845. 
846. 
846. 
847. 
849- 
850. 
852. 
852. 
854. 
855. 
856. 

857. 
858. 

8S9. 
860. 
861. 
862, 
863. 
864. 
865. 
866. 
868. 
869. 
870. 
871. 

^73- 
874. 

876. 
880. 
881. 
882. 


Supervisors . 


James  Reid. 


Aaron  Van  Schaack. 
William  Murphy. 

Conrad  Mathias. 

Roliert  Taylor. 


John  McEwtn. 
John  Mathias. 
William  ^'an  ,\llen. 
Peter  V.  W.  lirooks. 

James  Slingerland. 

Samuel  C.  Rowe. 
James  Slingerland. 
Henry  Crounce. 
James  Slini.;erland. 
John  R.  Taylor. 

David  Callanan. 
Nicholas  A.  Belong. 
Samuel  Ration. 
Nicholas  B.  Houck. 
Alonzo  B.  Voorhees. 
Robert  Taylor. 
Tunis  Slingerland. 
Henry  H.  Mead. 
Teunis  Sliu'^erland. 
D.  \ .  S.  Raynsford. 

Henry  H.  Mead. 
Hiram  Bicker. 
Charles  Wood. 


Justices  of  tlie  Peace. 


Garret  W.  Van  Allen. 
Frederic  Markle. 
David  0.  Seger. 
Tunis  1  loughtaling. 
James  Wands,  2d. 
Conradt  Terwilger. 
I'eter  V.  W.  Brooks. 
John  R.  Bullock. 
William  \'an  Allen. 
Peter  V.  \\  .  Brooks. 
Anthony  De  Long. 
Aliram  Van  Duscn. 
William  Murphy. 
Johii  R.  Radley. 
Storm  D.  Bradt. 
Myndert  R.  \'ccder. 
John  R.  Reid,  2d. 
("icorge  Wands. 
Rol>ert  Coughtry. 
Alanson  Van  Auken. 


Daniel  Robertson. 
((  tt 
(«  (( 

Michael  W.  Houghtaling. 
It  it 

(  c  <  < 

William  Mitchel. 
William  J.  Reid. 
Silas  Wright. 

Nathan  Crawford. 


Van  Derzee  Lagrange. 
Ephriam  Hotaluig. 
Abram  Relyea. 
John  Ryall. 


Town  Clerks. 


David  McCullock. 
Thomas  Lloyd. 


Joseph  Wayne. 

David  McCullock,  1836. 


Robert  Taylor. 

(C 

John  Houck,  1S44. 
((  (( 

Alexander  Reid. 

Jacob  H.  r)elong. 
Simeon  P.  Simmons,  1S51. 
Thomas  Bullock. 

K  (i 

Thomas  A.  Reid. 
John  Van  Huysen. 
Isaac  Van  Wie. 
James  B.  Wayne. 


Frederic  R.  Gardner. 
William  R.  Houghtaling. 
George  A.  Reid. 

Samuel  Patton. 
Frank  Ingraham. 

Edwin  L.  Wright. 
David  P,  Latta. 
Nicholas  H.  McCullock, 


Joseph  Allen,  1879. 

George  B.  Russel. 
David  De  Long. 
Jacob  H.  De  Long. 


The  figures  denote  the  year  of  election  to  office. 

CHURCH  HISTORY. 

The  great  Reformation  which  Lulher  proclaimed 
spread  with  wonder  over  Europe,  severing  the 
chain  of  servile  and  subverted  liberties,  which 
brought  light  to  the  dark,  and  superstitious  minds 
so  long  held  in  abject  bondage,  and  enkindled  a 
spirit  of  hatred  toward  those  who  were  converts 
to  the  new  doctrines,  or  espoused  the  cause  of 
christian  independence.  Liberty  of  conscience 
was  interdicted;  persecution  followed,  widi  barbaric 
cruelties;  deprivations  endured,  and  at  last  many 
were  driven  from  dieir  homes  and  country;  pro- 
tection denied  those  who  were  followers  of  this 
gospel  reform,  and  they  became  exiles  in  the  more 
liberal  states  of  Europe,  or  sought  the  shores 
of  the  New  World,  where  freedom  to  worship  God 


according  to  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened  con- 
science would  not  be  denied  them. 

A  country  free  from  the  dictation  of  priestly  rule 
offered  a  home  to  the  persecuted  of  P' ranee,  and  to 
those  who  sought  refuge  in  Holland.  Thus  it  is 
that  those  exiles  who  came  here  brought  with  them 
the  sterling  qualities  which  had  been  taught  by  self- 
denial  and  the  higher  principles  of  religion  and 
christian  civilization,  which  have  left  their  impress 
upon  the  present  posterity. 

The  independence  which  characterized  the  im- 
migrants to  this  town  was  deeply  infused  in  their 
devout  zeal  for  advancing  the  cause  of  human  hap- 
piness, and  to  establish,  not  only  freedom  of  re- 
ligious opinion,  but  freedom  of  speech  and  gov- 
ernment. Many  of  these  were  Huguenots,  who  had 
been  driven  by  persecution  to  escape  the  loathsome 
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offer,  and  these  were  in  proximity  to  Fort  Orange. 

As  the  surrounding  country  was  a  heavy,  dense 
forest,  with  roving  bauds  of  Indians,  they  remained 
near  the  settlement  lor  protection,  and  where  they 
could  enjoy  liberty  of  worship  and  other  advantages. 
At  this  time  (1660)  an  event  of  considerable  im- 
portance takes  place.  Jan  Hendrickse  Van  Baal, 
a  servant  of  this  West  Ind  a  Company,  purchases 
of  four  Mohawk  chiefs,  Canaghto,  Schanwino, 
Canhowadadin  and  Sagodeimechta,  a  tract  of  land 
estimated  to  contain  69,000  acres,  and  defined  as 
follows  :  "A  certain  parcel  of  land  near  Schenec- 
tady, l_\  ing  and  being  by  the  kill  or  creek  called  by 
the  Indian  name,  Towassontha,  otherwise  the 
Norman's  Kill ;  the  said  land  stretching  from  the 
Sandy  Hills  northwest  to  an  outlook  of  land  which 
it  also  includes,  containing  in  length  and  in  breadth 
all  the  land  as  it  lies  in  a  square,  togedier  with  the 
woodland,  valley  or  meadow  ground,  hills  and 
creeks,  therein  included." 

The  land  was  partly  in  Guilderland  and  Bethle- 
hem (now  New  Scotland),  on  both  sides  of  the 
Norman's  Kill,  and  was  covered  by  the  \'an  Rens- 
selaer patent. 

This  transaction  was  considered  lawful,  since 
Francis  Lovelace,  Governor-General  under  James, 
Duke  of  York,  confirmed  the  Van  Baal  patent  in 
1672.  Within  a  few  years  of  this  confirmation, 
Van  Baal  sold  half  of  this  patent  to  Jan  Hendrickse 
Vroman,  and,  in  16S6,  Vroman  and  his  wife, 
Geesie,  sold  the  same  to  Omie  de  La  Grange  for 
one  hundred  beaver  skins.  In  7716  Omie  de  La 
Grange  and  Johannes  Simonse  Vedder  purchased 
the  remainder  of  the  patent  from  the  heirs  for 
;^2  50.  Here,  then,  was  the  first  settlements  on  the 
Norman's  Kill  by  Isaac  and  Omie  La  Grange  and 
Koenradt  Koens,  about  1 700.  Several  of  the  set- 
tlers about  New  Scotland  took  leases  from  these 
families  as  early  as  171 6.  As  these  lands  were 
mostly  of  good  quality  and  invited  settlers,  the 
patroon  laid  claim  to  them  and  began  a  lawsuit, 
which  was  decided  by  the  arbitrator  in  his  favor 
(the  arbitrator  having  been  bribed,  as  the  Van  Baal 
heirs  asserted),  and  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  1776, 
after  having  hati  these  lands  in  possession  ninety 
years,  Simon  J.  Vedder,  Arie  (Aurie)  La  Grange 
and  Volkert  Vedder,  with  sixty-three  other  families, 
gave  up  their  possession  to  the  patroon.  This 
patent  extended  west  as  far  as  Samuel  Taylor's, 
east  of  Salem.  The  de  La  Grange  family  was  a 
Huguenot  family,  driven  from  France  into  Hol- 
land by  persecution,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Albany  was  Jost  de  La  Grange.* 

•  Doc.  History  of  Ntw  York. 


The  above  is  compiled  from  a  sermon  by  Rew 
James  G.  R.  McClure,  when  pastor  of  New  Scot- 
land Presbyterian  church. 

One  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  town  was  Tennis 
Slingerland,  from  Holland.  He  located  on  the 
Onisquethau  flats,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
from  the  Indians,  receivmg  a  deed  signed  by  three 
chiefs.  This  deed  is  said  to  be  in  existence,  but 
cannot  be  obtained;  so  the  writer  cannot  fix  dales 
or  vouch  for  the  authenticity  of  tlie  transaction. 
Teunis  Slingerland  married  Engcltje,  a  daughter 
of  Albert  Andriessen  Bradt.  Slingerland  built  a 
dwelling  and  erected  mills  soon  after  getting  pos- 
session, and  descendants  of  this  family  occupy  a 
part  of  this  tract,  which  contains  superior  farming 
land.  This  family  came  about  1660  ;  at  the  same 
time  Storm  and  Jan  Bradt  and  a  fimily  of  Segers 
settled  in  the  town.  Many  of  their  descendants 
are  living  in  this  and  adjoining  townships. 

In  1685  a  deed  was  given  to  Teunis  Slingerland 
and  Johannes  Apple,  his  son-in-law,  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  three  races  or  clans  of  the  ?vla- 
quaes  (Wolf,  Bear  and  Turtle),  owners  and  native 
proprietors  of  all  the  land  called  O-nits-qua'-licia. 
The  following  extracts  from  this  deed  are  given: 

Sa-go-a-di-och — qui-sax,  To-ho-daa-we,  Ro-jen- 
dre,  Tap-in  dan-e-go,  Ro-jon-jow,  So-ha-ayn-tow- 
anne,  being  empowered  by  all  the  sachems  of  the 
three  races  of  the  Maquaes,  and  by  On-i-gho-cen- 
da,  one  of  the  principal  owners,  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  following  goods,  to  wit.  one 
piece  of  shrift,  three  casks  of  rum,  three  kettles, 
three  shirts,  hundred  and  fifty  hands  white  wam- 
pum, and  one  bag  of  powder,  sell,  transport,  con- 
vey, &c.,  &c.,  to  Teunis  Slingerland  and  William 
Apple,  his  son-in-law,  their  heirs,  A:c. ,  a  certain 
tract  of  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of  a  certain 
creek  called  (J-nits-quat-haa,  to  the  westward  of 
Albany,  lying  behind  Norman's  Creek,  about  six- 
teen miles  into  the  wootls.  and  marked  the  east 
and  \  est  end  by  a  Wolf,  Bear  and  Turtle,  tic. 

Barent  Pieterse*  claimed  that  this  land  was  in- 
cluded in  his  patent,  bought  of  the  sachems  at 
Catskill,  April,  1673,  ^vhich  the  Maquaes  denied, 
and  declared  they  were  the  owners.  Pieterse  after 
a  time  gave  up  his  claim,  and  the  Slingerland  deed 
was  signed,  1685,  by  the  following: 

Mark. 

S.\G-0-.\-DI-OCH   (Wolf)  QL'I-SAX, 

Ro-jEN-DK.v  (Hear), 
To-Ho-nA.v        (Turtle)  r.\i-we. 
'^These  marks  are  crude  pictures  of  the  animals 
named.) 

Signed  in  presence  of         Pietf.r  Schlvler, 

Garret  Baichky, 
William  Teller. 

♦This  was  barent  Ftett'rse  Corytnans.  This  tract  is  said  to  con- 
tain about  10,000  acres. 
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Recorded  in  Book  of  Deeds,  No.  3,  pp.  289  and 
290,  County  Clerk's  oOke. 

1700  to  1750. — During  this  period  in  tlie  his- 
tory of  our  townsliip  a  goodly  number  of  immi- 
grants arrived  and  settled  in  different  parts  of  this 
wilderness  town.  The}-  rei)resented  several  of  the 
P^.uropean  states,  and  brought  with  them  the  cus- 
toms and  peculiarities  incident  to  their  national 
education,  and  were  a  sturdy,  industrious  class, 
ready  to  meet  the  toil  and  privations  that  were  be- 
fore them.  They  came  with  wife  and  children 
to  secure  a  home  and  future  inheritance  for  the 
enjoyment  of  their  posterity. 

These  early  settlers  had  much  to  contend  with 
before  the  forests  were  cleared,  and  the  fields  and 
meadows  tilled  and  shorn.  This  was  when  the 
Indian  roved  through  these  wild  woods,  and  the 
sweet  melody  of  nature's  songs  filled  with  music 
every  hill  and  dell  ;  but,  emulating  the  patience 
and  self-denial  of  conscious  manhood,  they  learned 
to  overcome  hardships  and  difficulties  till  time 
crowned  their  struggles  with  success.  The  history 
of  many  of  these  pioneers  is  full  of  romance  and 
adventure,  and  could  it  be  collected  would  form 
an  interesting  and  exciting  narrative.  Their  influ- 
ence did  much  to  model  and  shape  the  future  des- 
tinies of  public  affairs. 

The  following  names  represent  some  of  the  men 
who  came  at  this  time:  Francis  IMoak,  Jacob  Hel- 
lenbeck,  Andries  Flouck,  David  Delong,  Jonatlian 
Hoogtaling,  Isaac  Pryce,  Adam  and  John  Long, 
W.  \'an  Atten  Brates,  John  Mead,  Hallers  Thomp- 
sons, Albert  and  Jan  Bradt,  Conradt  Hoogtaling, 
Wm.  Van  Allen,  Albert  Slingerland,  Storm  Bradt. 

1750  to  1775. — Up  to  this  date  the  lands  owned 
by  the  patroon  were  taken  in  possession  by  the 
settlers  as  squatters  ;  few  of  them  held  leases. 
Slow  progress  was  made  in  clearing  and  cultivating 
the  land,  so  many  unfavorable  cunditions  and  dis- 
advantages to  contend  with  that  it  required  united 
efforts,  with  brave  hearts  and  willing  hands.  The 
Slingerlands  on  the  flats  were  in  advance,  and 
about  this  time  erected  the  grist-mill  near  Clarks- 
vilTe.  Ym\\\  1750  to  1775  there  was  a  large  immi- 
gration of  a  sturdy,  industrious  class  from  ."^cot- 
land,  Ireland.  Kngland  and  other  European  states, 
possessing  an  intelligence  which  inspired  them 
with  courage  to  promote  the  well-being  of  each 
other,  and  by  their  influence  give  to  die  reformed 
religion  an  example  worthy  of  Christianity.  Ac- 
tuated by  these  high  motives,  the  moral  power  thus 
exerted  was  soon  felt  in  the  material  and  moral 
progress  and  improvement  of  the  coloni.-)ts. 


The  names  of  many  who  represent  the  above 
are  :  Ilenrick  Buusc,  Johannes  Seger,  Derk  Ter- 
wilger,  Nicholas  Sigsbt-e,  Ilenrick  Albright,  John 

\N'ademan,   Samuel  Taylor,    Fuller,  George 

Reid,  George  Swan,  Ebenezer  and  John  Wands, 
William  and  Charles  ?»IcCulloch,  David  and  Wil- 
liam Allen,  McBrides,  Pattersons,  Moaks,  Jack- 
sons,  McCoughtrys,  Ramsey,  Kirklands,  Bruce, 
Valks,  Lenox,  Congers,  Anthony  Waine,  Wm. 
Pangburn,  Samuel  Erwin,  Antone  Slingerlant, 
Ingraham,  Lampheres,  and  others. 

1775  to  1800. — Following  this  period,  at'ter  the 
close  of  the  Revolution,  great  progress  and  enlight- 
ened changes  marked  a  new  era  in  the  order  of 
events.  Cessation  of  hostilities  brought  a  change  in 
the  affairs  of  government,  which  guaranteed  security 
to  life  and  property;  and  during  the  next  twenty  years 
a  new  impulse  was  given  the  industries  by  a  large  in- 
flux of  intelligent  settlers  from  adjoining  counties, 
who  became  the  recognized  public  men  of  authority, 
and  contributed  to  the  civil,  political  and  religious 
progress,  the  material  prosperity  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people.  Some  of  these  were  Johannes 
■\Iarkle,  Frederick  Reinhart  Fuller,  Benjamin  Van 
Zandt,  Conrod  Bo  we,  John  Furbeck,  Benjamin 
Winne,  IMathias  Voung,  Nicholas  Van  Schaack, 
IM.  and  F.  Van  Wormer,  Elias  Matii.se,  John  Mar- 
tin, J')hn  Stalker.  Johnsons  and  De  Reamers. 
Smiths,  Mathias  Winne,  Richard  Radliff.  Jilany 
of  their  descendants  are  yet  residents  of  the  town, 
and  with  descendants  of  earlier  setders  have  occu- 
pied positions  of  trust  and  honor. 

1833.- — Since  New  Scotland  became  a  township 
and  invested  with  legal  powers  of  local  govern- 
ment, many  of  her  citizens,  who  were  descendants 
of  the  ear'y  settlers,  became  prominent  as  leading 
men  in  politics,  foremost  in  public  affairs,  pro- 
gressive in  agriculture,  and  conspicuous  in  every 
enterprise  that  contributed  to  the  general  intelli- 
gence and  moral  elevation  of  the  people.  Besides 
those  in  the  following  list  of  officers,  others  are  no 
less  deserving  of  honorable  mention  for  the  service 
they  ha\'e  performed  in  ci\il,  political,  religious  or 
educational  interests  during  the  past  twenty-five 
vears.  Without  being  specific  in  detail  as  to  j)er- 
sonal  merit,  the  following  are  given  :  Samuel  Fat- 
ton,  Ephraim  Ilotaling,  Edward  Ilotaliiig,  Peter 
H.  Flagler,  Smith  O'Brien,  John  S.  Loucks,  David 
D.  L.  McCullock,  J.  :\rartiu  Erwin,  William  J. 
Reid,  John  H.  Hallenbeck.  Henry  II.  I\read, 
Tunis  Slingerland. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Edmund  Raynsford,  April  9,  1S33,  when  the 
following  were  elected  to  their  respecli\e  otlices  : 
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prisons  and  cruelties  wliicli  awaited  them  if  lliey 
adiicred  to  a  religion  not  in  accordance  with  the 
CathoHc  faith  and  Jesuitical  dogmas.  Others  from 
Holhmd  came  wiUi  their  souls  full  of  love  and 
truth,  which  had  been  taught  them,  and  accepted 
the  Bible  as  the  revealed  word  of  God,  which  of-  j 
fcrcd  unto  men  a  standard  of  ftith  and  worship  to 
be  found  only  in  the  confession  of  the  gospel, 
which  was  best  adapted  for  their  intellectual  and 
moral  good.  To  them,  in  a  great  degree,  we  are 
indebted  for  the  blessing  of  religious  liberty  and 
freedom  of  worship,  lor  the  first  fruits  of  independ- 
ence and  the  establishment  of  christian  princi- 
ples, which  exalt  us  above  other  peoples. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  all  these  blessings  were 
purchased  for  us  at  the  cost  of  life  and  property, 
of  banishment  from  their  native  land,  of  trial  and 
privation,  of  persecution  and  bloodshed  ;  and 
how  little  do  we  know  of  their  dark  and  anxious 
hours,  of  their  losses  and  momentous  struggles  ; 
and  shall  we  make  no  effort  to  hand  down  the 
fruits  of  their  sacrifices  and  of  their  daring  energy 
to  our  posterity,  to  pass  the  torch  of  religious 
liberty  unquenched  to  those  who  stand  next  us  in 
line  } 

These  men  brought  with  them  a  deep,  healthy, 
spiritual  devotedness  to  the  Christian  religion,  and 
by  their  teaching  and  example  have  left  with  us  re- 
sults that  are  cc)nstantly  growing  more  prominent 
and  powerful.  Our  advancement  in  all  essentials 
that  contributed  to  the  intelligence,  prosperity  and 
moral  relations  of  society  is  largely  the  product 
of  ideas  taught  by  these  men  as  they  had  faith  to 
comprehend  doctrines  consistent  with  human  in- 
tellect and  revealed  in  scripture. 

The  religion  of  Cliristianiiy  is  a  power  in  form- 
ing the  character  of  any  community  or  society,  and 
the  influence  exerted  is  always  a  factor  in  the  inter- 
est of  mankind,  and  when  recognized  as  an  element 
in  government  it  will  endure  through  all  time. 

We  now  come  to  the  history  and  organization 
of  the  several  evangelical  churches  in  the  town,  of 
which  there  are  nine,  viz. :  five  Reformed  Protest- 
ant, three  Methodist  F,pisco}ial  and  one  Presby- 
terian. 

Among  the  early  settlers  in  tlie  town  were  seve- 
ral families  fn  im  Scotland  and  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, who  l)rought  with  them  the  orthodox  faith 
and  doctrines  of  Wyckliffe  and  Knox,  which  thev 
were  anxious  to  perpetuate  and  establish  in  their  ! 
new  home,  as  a  legacy  from  their  persecuted 
fathers,  who  had  been  taught  in  the  school  of  Cal- 
vinism, and  with  ■  rigid  training  had  deeply  im- 
planted in  their  hearts  devout  reverence  feir  the 


Bible  and  firm  faith  in  the  doctrines  of  their 
church. 

Tlieir  only  means  for  hearing  the  word  (.(reached 
or  receiving  the  ordinances  of  their  church,  as 
marriages,  baptisms  and  catechism  examinations, 
was  at  Albany,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  and  many 
of  them  were  obliged  to  walk  or  go  on  horseback. 
Mrs.  Cullings  was  so  devout  an  attendant  that  she 
frequently  walked  to  Duanesburg  to  attend  the 
Scotch  Presbyterian  Church. 

About  the  year  i  77^1  a  Presbyterian  missionarv 
came  to  what  is  now  New  Scotland  village,  then 
in  the  township  of  Watervlict,  and  under  two  large 
oak  trees,  which  stood  near  where  the  blacksmith 
shop  now  is,  preached  for  these  willing  hearers 
the  first  sermon  heard  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
laid  the  foundation  fijr  a  church  organization, 
which  was  effected  in  the  year  17S7  by  the  Presby- 
tery ofSutTolk,  afterward  called  the  Presbytery  of 
Long  Island;  this  was  a  frontier  mission  church. 

In  1789  this  church  was  transferred  to  the  Pres- 
bytery of  New  York. 

The  next  year,  1 790,  the  Presbytery  of  Albany 
was  established  by  order  of  the  Synod  of  New- 
York  and  New  Jersey.  This  new  Presl)}  tery  held 
its  first  meeting  in  Albany  on  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, I  791. 

At  this  meeting  New  Scotland  petitioned  f  )r 
supplies,  and  Presbytery  granted  their  rcipiest  by 
naming  three  ministers  who  should  each  give  a 
Sabbath.  At  the  next  session  ^Ir.  C(-)ndict  sup- 
plied them  one  Sabbath  in  March  and  Mr.  Linds- 
ley  two  Sabbaths  in  September.  In  1792  Mr. 
Lindsley  preached  on  eight  Sabbaths  for  this  peo- 
ple. From  this  time  till  March,  1795,  they  had 
no  stated  preacher;  but  now  the\'  were  mt)re  suc- 
cessful and  a  call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  Benja- 
min Juild.  which  he  accepted,  and  was  installed 
on  the  2d  of  September,  1795.  The  Lord's  Sup- 
per was  celebrated  for  the  first  time  on  the  second 
Sabbath  of  May,  179^,  with  22  communicants. 
David  Allen  and  Michael  Bruce,  elders. 

The  first  board  of  trustees  was  constituted,  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1791,  by  the  election  of  Thomas  Burn- 
side,  Peter  Cutchen,  James  Henderson,  John  Jack- 
son. John  McCoughtry  and  Jcjhn  Vores. 

In  1 79 1  a  building  was  erected  and  used  for  re- 
ligious purposes,  and  in  1795  ^'^^  parsonage  or 
glebe  was  occupied  b\'  the  first  pastor.  Rev.  Benja- 
min ludd,  whose  full  amount  of  salary  was  S250. 

Mr.  Judd's  pastorate  was  of  short  duration,  f  >r 
in  less  than  a  vear  he  was  disnii.-;sed  by  Presbytery 
for  sjiecific  charges,  and  on  the  13th  of  November, 
179S,  John  Arnold,    the  second   pastor,  was  in- 
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stalled.  He  had  formerly  been  minister  of  the 
Presbyterian  congregation  of  Ballybay,  in  the 
County  of  Monoghan,  Kingdom  of  Ireland.  But 
in  less  than  three  years  Presbytery  was  called  upon 
to  assert  its  authority  here,  as  Mr.  Arnold  had 
transferred  his  ministerial  calling,  and  serious 
charges  were  jireferred  against  him;  but  he  fled 
from  the  bounds  of  Presbytery  and  thus  escaped 
trial. 

The  church  was  without  a  pastor  until  October 
27,  1S07,  when  Thomas  Holiday  was  ordained 
and  installed.  He  was  a  North  of  Ireland  man, 
and  came  to  this  country  when  nineteen  years 
old.  He  never  attended  college,  but  studied  under 
a  Dutch  Reformed  minister,  and  was  transferred 
from  the  Classis  of  Paramus  to  Albany  Presbytery. 
He  continued  as  pastor  of  this  church  until  the 
29th  of  February,  1831.  He  was  born  in  1773, 
and  died  in  1840;  was  buried  at  Ridgeburg.  He 
was  a  successful  preacher  of  the  times,  but  adopted 
the  customs  and  usages  then  in  vogue,  which  often- 
times by  his  e.Kample  interfered  with  his  high  call- 
ing and  destroyed  his  influence  for  good. 

It  was  the  custom  in  this  church  to  use  Rouse's 
version  of  the  Psalms  in  singing,  also  to  have  them 
lined  by  a  precentor  ;  but  the  young  people  prefer- 
red Watts',  and  this  innovation  was  bitterly  op- 
posed by  the  old  Scotchman.  Yet  Domine  Floli- 
day  had  the  courage  to  change  the  order  and  divide 
the  time  to  please  both  parties.  On  the  first  Sab- 
bath a  Watts  psalm  was  read,  which  at  once 
caught  the  quick  ears  of  the  reverent  worshipers, 
who  detected  the  change,  and  many  left  the  house 
until  after  singing  the  Walts  psalm.  Archie  Mc- 
Bride  returned  and  ordered  his  family  to  leave  the 
house,  and  never  afterward  entered  the  church. 

The  fourth  pastor  was  James  McDonald,  born 
near  Paisley,  Scotland,  1790.  He  was  ordained 
and  installed  on  the  30th  of  October,  1S32.  He 
remained  until  the  5th  of  February,  1S34.  He 
died  at  Springdale,  Wisconsin,  on  the  6th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1836. 

This  anecdote  is  worth  recording :  Dr.  Edwin 
N.  Kirk,  once  of  Albanv,  came  to  New  Scotland  on 
a  Sabbath  morning  to  preach,  and  brought  one  of 
his  best  discourses  to  entertain  the  rural  congrega- 
fion.  After  its  delivery,  Mr.  McDonald  arose  to 
offer  the  concluding  prayer,  and  used  these  words  : 
"  And  now,  Lord  God.  send  down  Thy  Ploly  Spirit 
and  crack  the  skull  of  this  young  man.  Take 
away  his  vanity  and  conceit  and  put  some  of  Thine 
own  wisdom  there. " 

Dr.  Kirk  never  forgot  New  Scotland,  although 
he  became  a  distinguished  preacher. 


Robert  Knell,  an  Englishman,  sujiplicd  tiie 
pulpit  for  a  brief  time  after  McDonald's  dcjiarture. 

Reuben  Sears  became  llic  fifth  pastor,  and  was 
installed,  October  16,  1836.  The  pastoral  connec- 
tion ceased,  June  10,  1S45. 

On  all  great  moral  questions  his  views  were  raili- 
cal.  He  never  swerved  from  what  he  considered 
his  duty,  and  in  spite  of  remonstrances  he  ccnlin- 
ued  to  offer  anti-slavery  and  tee-total  resolutions 
before  Presbytery,  which  were  always  laid  on  the 
table  ;  yet  had  he  lived  only  a  few  years  longer  he 
could  have  gloried  in  being  one  of  the  many  whose 
works  do  follow  them.  Human  sla\cry  was  aljol- 
ished  at  a  fearful  sacrifice  and  cost,  and  the  same 
fate  awaits  the  sum  of  all  evils — intemperance.  Ad- 
vocates who  have  pleaded  for  the  overthrow  of  these 
national  curses  have  been  stigmatized  as  fanatics ; 
yet  how  true  it  is — 

"  \Vc  live  in  deeds,  not  years, 
In  thoughts,  not  figures  on  a  dial." 

To  Mr.  Sears  is  due  the  first  organization  of  a 
permanent  Sabbath  school.  He  died  at  Prophets- 
town,  Illinois,  July  25,  1S46. 

Gains  Mills  Blodgett  served  the  congregation  as 
stated  supply  from  June,  1846,  until  June,  1S56. 
He  was  a  chaplain  in  the  U.  S.  army  during  the 
Rebellion,  and  at  its  close  was  honorably  mustered 
out  of  service. 

In  1856  Walter  Powell  declined  a  call  from  this 
church,  but  temporarily  supplied  the  puljiit. 

On  the  29ih  of  November,  1857,  Jiihn  James 
Cameron  became  by  ordination  and  installation 
the  sixth  pastor.  His  ministry  here  extended  until 
the  19th  of  August,  i860,  when,  his  health  failing, 
he  resigned.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  17th 
N.  Y.  Yol.  Regiment  he  was  commissioned  as  2d 
Lieutenant,  November,  1S61.  He  died  serving 
his  country,  INIay,  1862,  a  victim  to  malaria  and 
expo'^urc  of  camp  life. 

The  seventh  in  the  line  of  pastors  was  Samuel 
L.  Gamble.  His  first  sermon  was  preached  in 
April,  1861.  Accepting  a  call,  he  was  ordained 
and  installed,  27th  .Vugust,  1S61,  and  the  connec- 
tion between  him  and  the  church  was  dissoKed. 
December  12,  1S67.  IniS70  he  became  past' >r 
of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Guilderland  Center, 
where  he  still  remains. 

At  the  General  Assembly  meeting  in  Albanv. 
1 868,  Mr.  James  William  I^die,  of  the  Presbylerv 
of  New  Castle,  was  invited  to  preach  before  this 
congregation.  Complying  with  the  rci|ncst.  he 
made  so  favorable  an  impression  that  a  call  was 
extended,  which  he  accepted,  and  became  the 
eighth  pastor  of  this  church,  November  ic,  1868. 
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He  remained  here  until  September  iS,  1S70,  when 
his  connection  with  this  church  was  dissolved,  lie 
died  10th  Sei)lember,  1S74. 

William  G.  Handy,  the  ninth  pastor,  was  in- 
stalled, July  3,  1 871,  and  granted  a  dissolution  by 
the  Presbytery  the  10th  of  February,  1874. 

James  G.  K.  McClure,  of  Albany,  was  licensed 
by  Albany  Presbytery,  June,  12,  1872,  and  was 
ordained  and  installed  as  the  tenth  pastor  of  this 
church  and  congregation,  December  10,  1874. 

His  pastt)ral  relation  with  the  people  was  highly 
appreciated,  and  with  the  young  he  was  held  in 
just  estimation;  the  pleasant,  alTable  courtesy  which 
he  extended  to  all,  the  genial  address  and  culti- 
vated politeness,  rendered  him  a  favorite  with  the 
young  and  endeared  him  to  all  with  wliom  he  as- 
sociated. After  serving  with  satisfaction  a  people 
who  were  sincerely  attached  to  his  ministry,  he 
resigned  his  charge,  September  iq,  1879,  and  was 
dismissed  by  Presbytery  to  continue  his  work  in 
other  fields. 

The  eleventh  pastor,  Rev.  Wm.  PI.  Ford,  was 
installed,  April,  1880,  and  continued  his  ministry 
until  June,  1883,  when  he  resigned.  Mr.  Ford  was 
received  from  the  Classis  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  preached  to  this  congregation  with  general 
satisfaction. 

During  the  summer  of  18S3  the  pulpit  of  this 
church  was  supplied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Xason. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1S84,  the  Rev.  Dewitt  G. 
Rockefeller  was  installed  the  twelfth  pastor. 

We  fmd,  as  early  as  1791.  a  building  had  been 
erected  and  was  used  for  divine  service;  at  a  later 
period  this  building  was  lengthened,  and  the  p>ews 
were  made  square,  except  those  on  each  side  of 
the  pulpit.  The  elders  satin  front  of  the  pulpit, 
which  was  high  from  the  floor,  with  a  sounding 
board — the  shape  of  a  large  umbrella— directly 
over  the  minister's  head. 

During  the  residence  here  of  Mr.  Blodgett,  in 
1848,  the  old  church  building  was  taken  down  and 
a  new  one  erected,  which  required  nearly  two  years 
incompleting;  it  was  finished  in  1849,  containing 
48  pews,  with  doors.  While  the  new  church  was 
being  built  service  was  held  in  the  Plall  of  Mr. 
Raynsford.  Under  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Edie's  pastor- 
ate, in  1869,  the  dimensions  of  the  church  building 
were  again  enlarged  by  the  aildition  of  16  feet, 
which  secured  16  more  pews.  The  interior  of  the 
house  was  refurnished,  walls  frescoed,  and  wood 
painted,  at  a  total  cost  of  $4,000. 

In  the  year  1S77-78  a  basement  was  con- 
structed under  the  whole  length  of  the  building, 
which  is  usetl  for  chapel  and  Sabbath  school  pur- 


poses. Again,  in  the  spring  of  1S84,  the  inte.i<>r 
or  audience  room  was  renovated  and  rich  \s\\\ 
paper  used  in  place  of  fresco-work. 

The  real  estate  of  this  church  was  the  gift  of 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  fourth  Patrotm. 
The  deed  bears  date  February  19,  1793,  and  reads: 
"  P"or  anil  in  consideration  of  ten  shillings,  lawful 
money,"  he  granted  the  trustees  "a  parcel  of  land, 
beginning  at  a  marked  black  oak  tree  in  William 
McKollock's  line,  containing  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six  (156)  acres,  the  same  to  be  used  for  divine 
worship,  and  for  no  other  intent  or  purpose  what- 
soever. " 

This  property  was  part  of  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Robert  Moak,  and,  being  distant  from 
the  church,  was  exchanged  with  Jacob  M(-)ak's, 
who  owned  seventy-three  and  four-fifth  acres 
adjoining  the  original  church  lot.  On  the  19th 
or  June,  1795,-  the  Patroon  gave  his  per- 
mission to  the  transaction,  and  Jacob  Moak 
took  the  church  farm  on  the  Clifi'  (  "  clepp  ").  On 
the  6th  of  February,  1844,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer 
gave  the  trustees  a  quit-claim  deed  for  this  farm, 
and  on  February  27,  1872,  tlie  remaining  part  of 
this  property,  about  sixty  acres,  was  sold  to 
Derrick  V.  S.  Raynsford.  The  parsonage  and  at- 
tachments, the  church  edifice  and  sheds,  are 
valued  at  $1 2,000. 

In  September,  1877,  the  parsonage,  with  much 
of  its  contents  and  valuables  belonging  to  Rev.  J. 
G.  K.  McClure,  was  consumed  by  fire. 

Another  building,  of  modern  architecture,  was 
soon  after  erected,  and  during  the  autumn  and 
winter  following  the  basement  under  the  church 
edifice  was  constructed. 

The  history  of  "  New  Scotland  Presbyterian 
Church"  is  largely  taken  irom  McClure's  historical 
sermon  of  the  same. 

The  Reformed  Churches  of  this  ^township  are 
five  in  number,  located  at  Jerusalem,  New  Salem, 
Clarksville,  Union  and  Onisquethau. 

The  Protestants  on  the  continent  of  Europe  were 
divided  into  two  great  divisions,  known  by  the 
names  of  Lutherans  and  Reformed.  The  Reformed 
Church  had  its  origin  in  Switzerland,  under  Zwin- 
gle,  and  was  more  fully  developed  under  Calvin. 

The  Hollanders  were  the  first  who  planted  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  as  it  had  been  dis- 
tinctly known  on  the  continent. 

The  early  title  or  name  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  1818  was  "  Reformed  Protestant  Church. "  In 
1S40  the  word  Dutch  was  added,  when  it  become 
"  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church.  "  In  1S67, 
by  an  ecclesiastical  order,  the  name  was  again 
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changed  lo  "The  Reformetl  Church  in  Aincnca," 
and  the  several  States  in  wliich  churclics  of  this  de- 
nomination were  estabhshed  confirmed  this  title  by 
legislative  enactments. 

Emigrants  from  Holland  settled  in  this  town  as 
early  as  1650,  but  no  records  can  be  i)btained 
showing  that  these  people  assembled  in  public 
worship  earlier  than  1780.  Previous  to  this  date 
those  whose  hearts  promj)ted  them  to  worship  with 
the  pious  people  of  their  fatherland  and  conform  to 
the  old-established  religion  of  the  Reformed  Pro- 
testant Church  of  Holland  thought  it  no  hardship, 
if  they  could  enjoy  this  privilege,  to  walk  or  ride 
on  horseback  to  Albany,  the  nearest  place  where 
these  ministers  spoke  their  native  tongue.  Here 
as  yet  was  the  only  Dutch  church,  and  on  com- 
munion occasions  these  few  families  were  sure  to 
wend  their  way  to  Albany,  taking  with  them  their 
young  children  for  baptism. 

If  the  parents  were  fortunate  to  own  a  horse,  a 
family  of  three  could  be  carried  on  its  back;  other- 
wise the  distance  had  to  be  traveled  on  foot,  over 
rough  trails  and  circuitous  by-paths,  as  roads  at 
that  time  were  not  common,  owing  to  the  few  set- 
tlers and  the  great  distance  they  lived  from  each 
other. 

It  was  customary  then  for  each  baptized  child  to 
have  a  godfather  c^r  godmother  as  sponsors,  and 
these  frequently  accompanied  the  parents. 

Schenectady  followed  Albany  in  securing  Hol- 
land preachers,  and  as  population  increased,  these 
were  sent  to  remote  neighborhoods  as  missionaries 
to  preach  the  gospel  and  teach  the  doctrines  of 
their  church.  From  1780  to  '85  there  seems  to 
have  been  some  form  of  preaching  to  the  people  of 
Jerusalem,  but  there  are  no  records  previous  to 
1786,  when  Dirck  Rouieyn,  of  Schenectady,  came 
through  this  town,  preaching,  baptizing  and  per- 
forming the  marriage  ceremony.  His  record 
covers  baptisms  of  what  now  constitutes  the  Re- 
formed churches  of  the  town.  He  had  three 
places  or  stations  where  the  people  gathered  for 
public  worship  at  stated  appointments.  These  were 
Helderberg,  Salem  and  Jerusalem.  Dirck  Romeyn 
must  have  had  these  three  places  in  charge  as  pas- 
tor, '  according  to  his  record,  until  1794,  when 
Rev.  Harmanus  Van  Huysen  came  from  New  Jer- 
sey and  become  pastor  of  this  congregation  and 
Helderberg,  dividing  his  time  between  them. 

In  the  year  1790  an  organization  was  efl'ected 
and  a  house  of  worship  erected  f  >r  the  congrega- 
tion of  Jerusalem.  1'his  house  was  V  icated  be- 
tween Union  and  Jerusalem,  which  now  oiVcred  to 
the  people  a  place  for  them  to  assemble  and  enji>y 


j  the  great  blessings  of  attending  worship  under  their 
I  own  vine  and  extend  the  branches  tu  diIilts:  privi- 
i  leges  which  had  been  denied  many  were  fully  ap- 
preciated, and  the  frequent  commingling  of  the 
farmers,  who  were  now  brought  together  almcjst 
every  .Sabbath,  taught  them  lessons  of  forbearance 
and  charity,  and  their  social  greetings  were  bonds 
of  Christian  fellowship. 

From  and  after  iSoo  there  were  great  changes 
in  the  condition  of  material  prosperity,  anil  the 
township  became  settled  by  a  more  intelligent 
class  of  farmers,  who  secured  advantages  which 
had  been  in  a  great  measure  the  labor  of  earlier  oc- 
cupants. 

This  congregation  received  its  share  of  spiritual 
blessings,  and  under  earnest  preaching  from  its 
pastor  increased  and  multiplied  in  numbers,  as 
well  as  extended  its  bounds  of  usefulness,  so  that 
the  old  building  which  had  been  used  so  many 
years  for  religious  purposes  was  fast  becoming  too 
small  for  the  increasing  congregation.  A  more 
central  location  was  selected,  and  in  the  year  1825 
a  new  one  was  erected,  which  is  the  present  edifice 
at  Jerusalem  (Feura  Bush).  It  was  in  this  3-ear 
that  Rev.  Harmanus  Van  Huysen  closed  his  labors 
in  this  church  and  at  Salem.  After  many  years  of 
toil  and  hardship  endured,  he  retired  to  spend  his 
declining  days  with  his  family,  surrounded  by  those 
who  were  dear  to  him  as  friend  and  neighbor,  and 
receive  the  benediction  of  the  church,  "  well  done, 
good  and  faidiful  servant. "  He  died,  1833,  on  his 
farm  near  New  Salem,  and  is  buried  in  Mount 
Pleasant  Cemetery. 

The  present  house  of  worship  at  Jerusalem  is  a 
frame  structure  and  will  seat  500  persons.  It  has 
been  repaired  and  otherwise  improved  in  its  ap- 
pearance, conveniences  and  attractions;  connected 
with  the  church  is  a  parsonage  and  commodious 
sheds  for  the  accommodations  of  those  who  attend 
up(jn  the  Sabbath. 

The  house  of  worship  is  pleasantly  located,  with 
a  fine  grove  surrounding  it,  which  furnishes  an  in- 
viting resort  for  Sabbath  school  celebrations  and 
social  gatherings. 

The  following  is  the  order  of  ministers  who  have 
succeeded  each  other  as  pastors  of  this  church; 
Harmanus  Van  Hu}-sen,  from  1794  to  1825;  Sam- 
uel Kissam,  from  1828  to  1841;  Staats  Van  Sant- 

voord,    1844   to   1854;    Compton,    1854  to 

1S60;  A.  V.  Gulich,  i860  to  1865;  Alexander 
C.  MiUspaugh,  1866  to  1872;  Kdwin  \'eeder,  the 
present  pastor,  1873.  The  church  reports  93  fam- 
ilies, 126  communicants,  150  Sabbath  school 
scholars.  Total  amount  of  money  contributed  for 
all  purposes,  $682.  Parsonage  and  church  prop- 
perty,  $10,000. 

The  history  of  Salem  Reformed  Church  is  con- 
nected with  that  of  Jerusalem;  from  178^  to  1794 
Dirck  Romeyn,  of  Schenectady,  was  here  as  a  mis- 
sionary.and  served  the  people,  who  were  Holland- 
ers, with  a  few  German  families,  and  they  had 
many  discouragements  and  ditlicullies  to  cc»ntend 
with.  DurinLf  his  visits  the  penpk-  would  assemble 
in  sciine  house  i>r  barn,  and  in  this  primitive  wa)' 
were  attentive  listeners  to  the  scruiLin.  whieh  was 
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delivered  in  their  own  lani;uage.  Changes  in  this 
mode  of  worship  follcjwed,  as  the  peo})le  became 
more  anxious  for  regular  and  stated  preaching. 

Dominie  \m\  Iluysen  is  now  provideniially 
sent  to  them,  and  has  charge  of  Ilelderberg  and 
Jerusalem  congregations;  as  yet  there  seems  to  be 
no  regular  society  here,  and  Salem  served  as  a 
way  station  between  the  other  two  churches,  hold- 
ing services  as  often  as  convenient  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  sacrament,  performing  baptisms  and 
solemnizing  marriages.  These  meetings  were  usu- 
ally held  in  the  house  or  barn  of  ji;ihannes  Markes, 
about  a  half  mile  south  of  New  Salem. 

There  seems  to  have  been  an  organization  formed 
as  early  as  1794,  but  no  records  of  officers.  It 
was  not  until  18 13  that  a  permanent  organization 
was  put  in  working  order,  and  at  this  time  Mr. 
Van  Huyscn  must  have  been  the  installed  pastor  of 
Salem. 

The  first  officers  of  the  church  were  Benjamin 
Van  Zandt,  John  Terwiiliger,  John  Van  Etten, 
Jacob  I.  Hallenbeck,  Frederick  Fuller,  Jeremiah 
Cronssler,  John  A.  Severson  and  David  Van  Etten. 
In  this  year  a  church  building,  of  wood,  was 
erected,  with  high-back  seats,  a  gallery  on  two  sides 
and  end,  with  a  high  puljiit,  and  ai)  ornamented 
sounding  board  over  the  minister's  head.  The 
whole  inside  was  ceiled  with  pine,  and  the 
center  was  arched  up  to  the  roof  In  this  building 
many  learned  divines  have  preached  to  the  people 
of  this  valley. 

The  usual  method  of  notifying  the  people  when 
the  Sabbath  morning  service  commenced  was  by 
blowing  a  tin  horn,  as  many  made  their  first  call 
at  the  tavern.  The  land  upon  which  this  church 
was  erected  was  the  gift  of  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer. 

This  building  was  taken  down  in  1844  and  an- 
other erected  very  nearly  upon  the  same  spot.  This 
M'as  a  more  modern  structure,  of  wood,  with  gal- 
lery, closed  [>ews,  with  doors,  and  a  cupola  con- 
taining a  bell,  the  gift  of  IM.  &  J.  Hendrickson,  of 
Albany;  the  cost  of  the  building  was  Si,  200.  The 
following  were  building  committee:  Willhelmus 
Young,  Fredeiic  IMarkle,  PVederic  Fuller,  Peter  L. 
Houck. 

Temporal  prosperity  as  well  as  spiritual  growth 
having  attended  this  congregation  in  the  past  years, 
the  mintls  and  hearts  of  many  \s  ere  prompted,  as  a 
thank-offering,  to  increase  and  extend  the  moral 
influence  of  their  religious  benefits,  and  concluded 
that  with  a  house  of  worship,  attractive  in  ap- 
pearance and  comfortable  in  its  arrangements,  they 
could  best  fulfill  this  intention  by  the  erection  of  a 
new  church  edifice.  Efforts  were  rewarded  with 
encouraging  results,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  en- 
terprise receive  immediate  action.  The  congrega- 
tion own  a  parsonage  and  lot,  east  of  the  present 
church  building,  and  upon  this  ground,  in  1875, 
was  erected  a  large  modern  church  edifice  of  wood, 
at  a  cost  (if  $r  0,000. 

The  building  is  chaste  in  its  architectural  design, 
having  a  large  audience  room  and  gallery,  lighted 
by  stained-glass  windows,  seats  in  walnut  and 
chestnut,   elegant  pulpit,   frescoed   walls,  and  is 


heated  from  two  furnaces  in  the  basement,  which 
is  completely  furnished  for  chapel  or  Sabbath  scho,,l 
purposes.  The  spire  is  120  feet  high  and  contains 
a  bell.  The  furnishing  and  other  necessary  ex- 
penses amount  to  $2,000.  The  foundation  is  44  x 
60  feet,  and  the  audience  room  will  seat  6co.  The 
contract  ljuilder  was  Peter  Smith,  and  the  building 
committee  R<ibert  Moak,  Peter  S.  Albright  and 
John  H.  Hallenbeck. 

The  house  was  dedicated.  October,  1875,  under 
the  j.)astoral  charge  of  Nicholas  Pearse  ;  the  deili- 
catory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  John  A. 
Lansing,  D.  D.  'I'he  old  church  building  and  lot 
were  purchased  by  Abram  ]\Iann,  and  is  yet  stand- 
ing on  the  ground  of  the  first  church.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  order  and  names  of  ministers  who  ha\  e 
been  installed  or  officiated  as  pastors  of  this 
church:  Dirck  Romeyn,  from  1786  to  1794: 
Harmanus  Van  Huysen,  1794  to  1S25;  R.  J. 
Blair,  1S25  ;  H.  A.  Dumont,  1826  ;  Ira  C.  Buice, 
1S26  to  1S29  :  Abram  Fort,  1829  t( .  1836  ;  S.  V. 
E.  Westfall,  1837  to  1S43  ;  S.  Van  Santvourd, 
1843  to  1844  ;  J.  V.  Vandervolgen,  1846  to  1S4S  ; 
J.  Middlemass,  1854  to  1S55  ;  A.  G.  Lansing, 
1858  to  1S61  ;  H.  Slauson,  1862  to  1866  ;  J. 
Kershow,  1867  to  1872  ;  N.  Pearse,  1S73  to 
1S77;  A.  G.  Lansing,  1877,  ^'^^^  continues  as 
pastor. 

The  president  of  consistory  reports  :  No.  of  fam- 
ilies, icq;  communicants,  212;  Sabbath  school, 
176  scholars  ;  money  for  all  purposes  for  the  past 
year,  $i,6S6.  The  following  are  the  members 
of  consistory  :  Folders — Christojiher  Terwiiliger, 
John  Y..  Taylor,  Peter  S.  Albright,  John  L.  Van 
Olinda.  Deacons — William  Young,  James 
IMai  kle,  James  N.  :\roak,  Alfred  Taylor. 

The  Reformed  Church  of  Union  was  organized 
in  1825,  from  Jerusalem  and  Salem  congregations. 
The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Ira  C.  Boice,  wlio 
preached  also  at  Salem.  The  church  edifice  is  a 
large,  commodious  frame  building,  with  belfry  and 
spire.  There  are  a  parsonage  and  sheds  upon  the 
church  lots.  'Phe  past  year,  the  spire  was  bluwn 
down  and  other  damage  sustained,  which  rendered 
it  necessary  for  repairs  and  other  improvements: 
The  spire  was  not  replaced,  but  the  bell  forgets 
not  to  give  its  welcome  sound.  With  the  several 
improvements,  it  is  now  an  attractive  house  of 
worship,  being  conveniently  arranged  and  neatly 
furnished.  The  audience  room  will  seat  350. 
Value  of  church  property,  i^^fioo.  The  following 
is  the  order  of  ministers  who  have  served  as  pastors 
of  this  congregation  since  its  organization  :  Ira  C. 
Boice,  from  1825  to  1S29  ;  Abram  Fort,  1830  to 
1836;  S.  V.  E.  Westfall,  1837  to  1847;  D.  A. 
Jones,  i84Sto  1850  ;  B.  F.  !Murden,  1850  to  1854  ; 

I  J.  M.  Comptoji,  1854  to  i860  :  A.  V.  Gulrick, 
i860  to  1864  ;  W.  H.  Ballagh,  1865  to  186S  ;  — 

I  Denvercst,  1871  to  1874  ;  J.   M.  Compton,  again, 

j   1876  to  1878  ;  A.  C.  Millspaugh,  1878,  andconiin- 

I  ues  present  pastor. 

j  The  consistiiry  is  composed  of  the  following 
members,  viz.  :  Elders — II.  II.  \'anderzee,  Julin 
S.  Van  Atten,  Michael  Slingerlaiul,  Isaac  \  .in 
Atten.    Deacons — Daniel  H.  Heller,  B.   F.  \'an 
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Atten,  Leonard  Litchfield,  Cornelius  Slinq-crland. 
Tlic  president  of  consistt)ry  reports;  Families,  50  ; 
communicants,  49  ;  Sabbath  school  scholars,  60  ; 
money  contributed  fV)r  all  purposes  the  past  year, 
$750. 

The  Refi:>rmcd  Church  of  Onisquethau, — This 
was  orii^inally  a  Presbyterian  ciuirch,  having  been 
organized  by  the  Presbytery  of  Albany  in  1S24, 
and  a  church  edifice  erected,  1825  ;  Rev.  Thomas 
Holiiday,  pastor.  During  the  construction  of 
the  Erie  Canal,  a  large  force  of  men  quar- 
ried stone  at  this  place  for  building  the  locks  and 
for  other  i)urposes.  'I'his  stone  was  hauled  by 
four  and  six-horse  teams  to  the  nearest  point  on 
the  works.  The  smaller  ones,  being  rejcctetl,  were 
used  in  part  to  build  this  church.  The  stone 
mason  was  Parrent  Spose,  with  other  workmen. 

In  die  year  1839  the  church  and  property  passed 
into  the  possession  of  the  consistory  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  with  it  a  change  of  name  and 
government.  The  church  building  and  sheds  are 
located  in  a  large  lot,  with  pleasant  surroundings. 

During  this  present  year  (1S84)  all  the  internal 
construction  and  fixtures  have  been  removed,  and 
the  plan  of  Uie  audience  room  materially  changed 
in  convenience  and  general  arrangement.  It  now 
compares  favorably  with  other  rural  cluirches. 
Will  seat  250.    Church  property  valued  at  .s2,500. 

The  following  persons  have  been  pastors  since  it 
became  a  Reformed  church:  .Staats  Van  Santvoord, 
1839  to  1864;  A.  C.  Millspaugh,  1866  to  1872;  Ed- 
win Vedder,  1873  to  1S83. 

Consistory  report  for  the  year:  Families,  50; 
communicants,  64;  Sabbath  school,  50;  money 
contributed  for  all  purposes,  ^5350. 

The  following  are  the  present  members  of  con- 
sistory: Elders — Peter  Van  Atten,  Walter  McCul- 
lock,  Henry  H.  Mead,  John  Sickles.  Deacons — 
Edward  Mitchel,  John  Osterhout,  Conrad  Mosher, 
Richard  Vanderbelt. 

The  Reformed  Church  of  Clarksville  was  organ- 
ized in  1853  by  the  Rev.  Staats  Van  Santvoord, 
with  a  membership  of  seven.  Rev.  Jasper  Middle- 
man was  first  jjastor.  A  house  of  worship  was 
erected  in  1853,  at  a  cost  of  $2,400.  Since  then 
sheds  have  been  erected  and  other  improvements 
made.  The  building  is  of  wood,  and  will  seat 
250. 

Report  for  the  vear  is:  Families,  61;  communi- 
cants, 106;  Sabbath  school  scholars,  178;  contri- 
butions for  all  purposes,  S498. 

Present  consistory:  Elders — John  F.  Markle, 
John  IS.  Shafer,  Frederic  R.  Gardner,  Edward 
Hotaling.  Deacons — John  D.  McCullock,  Leonard 
ApjiJebee,  James  Hallenbeck,  Thomas  Kant. 

'I'he  ])astors  of  this  church  have  been:  Rev.  J. 
Middlemas,  A.  G.  Lansing,  from  185S  to  1S62: 
Ilirani  Slauson,  1862  10  1866;  W.  H.  Pallagh, 
1867  to  1S69;  J.  Westveer.  1869  to  1871;  Nicholas 
Pearse,  1873  to  1S77;  A.  G.  Lansing,  again,  1877 
to  1883. 

About  the  year  1813  a  few  fann'Iies  of  Friends, 
who  were  residents  in  the  neighborhood  of  New 
Salem,  formed  a  society,  and  held  their  semi- 
weekly  meetings  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Ca>hmore, 
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afterward  at  the  house  of  Abigail  Bennett.  In  the 
year  184-  they  jiurchased  a  lot  of  land  in  the 
eastern  jiart  of  the  village  of  New  Salem,  and 
erected  a  meeting  house,  which  was  used  until 
1S60.  Their  membership  becoming  ttjo  small  to 
continue  meetings  longer,  the  society  was 
doned.  Pushmores,  Pennetts  and  Wood.' 
the  prominent  iamilies. 

The  INIeihodist  Flpiscopal 
Scotland  are  three  in  number 
the  Protestant  Church  is  of  more  recent  date  than 
the  others.  The  first  Methodist  preacher  in  this 
town  was  Freeborn  Garrison,  who  was  an  itinerant 
missionary  in  establishing  churches,  and  would 
occasionally  stop  on  his  wa\'  to  Knox,  where  he 
formed  a  society.  INIethodist  preachers  and  ex- 
horlers  who  came  througli  the  town  and  held  their 
meeting  in  school  and  prixate  houses  were  Elias 
Vanderlip,  Pergely  Plowe,  Sherman  Miner,  Steb- 
bins  and  Jollie  G.  Young.  It  was  about  1820  that 
an  organization  was  effected,  and  in  1824  a  church 
building  was  erected  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
township,  and  known  as  the  "Black  Creek 
Methodist  Church."  This  building  was  of  wood, 
and  is  the  house  now  used  by  the  society.  Im- 
provements have  been  made  in  its  internal  arrange- 
ment, commodious  sheds  attached,  and  cc)nnected 
with  the  church  is  a  burial  ground.  Among  the 
originators  of  this  church  enterprise  and  society 
were  Saxon  Chesebrough,  Jac^ib  ^Lirtin,  John  Jack- 
son, John  P.  Crounse,  Benjamin  Holmes,  John  E. 
Oliver,  E.  Switzer,  Samuel  Martin;  the  first 
pastor  was  William  Johnson;  the  present  pastor. 
Rev.  Mr.  I'isher.  I'he  value  of  church  property, 
$6,000;  number  of  members,  90;  iamilies,  40; 
Sabbath  school  scholars,  icq;  amount  collected 
for  church  and  benevolent  purposes,  S4CO. 

'I'he  I^Iethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  New  Salem 
was  organized  in  1850,  and  a  house  of  worship 
erected  the  same  year  upon  a  lot  purchased  from 
Abram  Mann,  situated  on  the  main  road  in  the 
north  part  of  the  village.  The  building  cost 
51,500.  The  construction  of  sheds  and  other  im- 
provements of  recent  date  increases  the  value  of 
this  property  to  $3,500.  The  belfry  has  a  fine- 
toned  bell,  which  sends  its  sweet  sounds  through 
the  valley,  echoing  from  hill  to  hill,  and  calling 
the  people  to  the  house  of  worship.  The  Rev.  C. 
Warrick  is  the  present  pastor.  1  he  roll  of  mem- 
bers, 35;  families.  25;  Sabbath  school.  45;  con- 
tributions for  all  purposes,  S300. 

Among  the  members  who  were  active  in  the 
organization  of  this  society,  and  largely  through 
whose  efforts  the  building  was  erected,  were 
Ebenczer  A.  Fitch,  Alanson  Van  Auken  and  An- 
drew J.  Smith. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Clarksville 
was  organized  in  the  year  i860  by  the  Rev.  S.  S. 
Stillman,  as  pastor,  and  a  house  of  worship  erected 
the  next  year,  at  an  expense  of  $4. 000.  The 
structure  is  of  wood,  with  a  finished  basement. 
The  seating  capacity  is  3C0.  The  present  year 
(1884)  the  trustees  of  this  church  sold  their  iiars.jn- 
age  and  lot  t. >  Peter  H.  Flagler,  and  will  build  a 
parsonage  in  the  rear  of  the  church.    The  present 
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membcrsiiip  is  40;  number  of  faiuil  The  Rev. 

C.  Warrick  is  iu>\v  serving  llic  society  and  coni^rc- 
gatiun  as  pasb^r.  Tlic  church  officers  arc:  Robert 
^McLaughlin,  llirain  Ingrahani.  S.  P.  Simmons.  A. 
Van  Wie,  Jacob  IMillcr,  Lucian  Haight,  Silas 
Wright. 

VILLAGES. 

New  Salem  is  a  post  village  at  the  foot  of  the 
Ileldcrbergs,  on  the  oUl  Bcaverdam  r(x\d,  now  the 
Albany  and  New  .Scotland  plank  road.  It  is 
pleasantly  located  in  the  valley  formed  by  the 
Ileldcrbergs  on  the  west  and  a  range  of  hills  on 
the  cast.  The  mountain  just  back  of  this  village 
has  an  elevation  of  1,700  feet  above  tide- water. 

The  place  was  settled  as  early  as  1770,  and 
among  the  first  who  came  here  were  Selh  Price, 
Jjashmanger,  Christian  Bradt  and  Van  Valkenberg, 
or  Valick.  I'hese  were  followed  by  John  Stalker 
and  family,  John  Wamp.  or  Weniple,  Obadiah 
Cooper,  ]5enjamin  Van  Zandt,  Crousler  and  others. 
Alexander  Stather  built  a  large  house  in  1807  for  a 
tavern,  which  has  been  used  continuously  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  is  now  occuyiied  by  William 
Southard  and  owned  by  Abram  Mann.  This 
property  was  in  the  possession  of  David  G.  Seger 
for  many  years.  There  was  an  inn  kept  by  Johan- 
nes Rlarkle,  a  half  mile  south  of  Salem,  as  early 
as  1792.  The  Beavci'dam  road  passed  through  the 
Ilentirickson  and  iNIarkle  farms,  but  in  1806  its 
course  was  changed  so  as  to  run  down  the  hill,  as 
now.  From  tliis  time  Salem  dates  its  progress  ; 
several  houses  were  built  and  a  church  erected. 
Buildings  and  a  yard  for  a  tannery  were  the  first  en- 
terprise by  Beriah  Chescbrough,  which  were  contin- 
ued as  a  tannery  until  bark  became  scarce.  It  was 
then  converted  into  a  saw-mill,  with  water  power, 
and  now  is  used  as  a  feed  and  saw-mill,  w  ith  a 
30-horse-power  engine.  The  property  is  now  owned 
by  John  H.  Wathias.  A  saw-mill  was  erected  about 
1800,  on  the  Spring  Creek  above  the  village,  on 
what  was  part  of  the  Winne  farm. 

In  1829-30  Aaron  Van  Schaack  built  a  large 
house  for  a  store  and  tavern.  Soon  after. the  town 
was  f(-)rmed  a  post-office  was  established  here,  and 
the  name  adopted  as '*  New  Salem.  "  Previous  to 
this  it  was  "  Punkintown.  '  Van  Schaack  was  the 
first  postmaster.  The  mail  was  carried  by  John  W. 
St.  John,  w  ith  a  coach  and  four  horses,  from  Berne 
to  Albany,  on  ^Monday  and  Friday,  and  returned 
on  Tuesday  and  Saturday.  Mail  is  now  received  I 
daily.  Early  blacksmiths:  Gordon,  Hendrickson, 
Albright.  The  first  schools  were  taught  in  private 
houses.  The  school-house  was  built  about  1823. 
Teachers  :  Ho}  t,  Woodberry,  Rogers,  Lathrop, 
Earl  and  Wesley  I'ollar.  The  last,  a  dread  to  all 
scholars,  taught  in  the  old  school-house  which 
stood  on  the  road  opposite  the  cenicterv  gate.  In 
1839  David  C.  Sega r  erected  a  building,  whicii  was 
rented  by  Thomas  D.  Bennett  for  a  store.  This 
is  now  used  as  a  shoe  and  harness  shop.  The 
present  store  building  was  erected  in  1875, 
owned  by  J.  M.  Erwin,  who  is  postmaster.  The 
village  contains  no  manufacturing  establisliments  I 
beyond  those  necessary  for  home  supply.    The  j 


property  of  Aaron  Van  Schaack  is  now  owned  bv 
Abram  Mann,  for  hotel  purposes. 

The  village  is  twelve  miles  from  All)any,  on  the 
plank  road,  three  miles  nortli  of  Clarksville,  four 
miles  south  of  Voorhcesvillc  Station,  and  three 
miles  west  of  New  Scotland  P.  O.  It  contains  42 
dwellings,  47  families  and  200  inhabitants  ;  a  Re- 
formed and  Methodist  church,  school-house,  two 
hotels,  one  store,  two  harness  shojis,  one  sluie 
shoj),  two  blacksmith  shops,  a  wheelwright  and 
carpenter  shop,  tin  shoj),  one  paint  shop,  fruit 
eva])orator,  a  milliner  and  dressmaking  rooms; 
and  the  professions  are  rejjresentcd  by  one  physi- 
cian, Dr.  Hiram  Ik-cker,  antl  one  clergyman.  Rev. 
Abram  G.  Lansing,  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Clarksville  is  tlie  largest  village  in  the  town, 
situated  on  elevated  ground  in  the  nortiiwest  part, 
on  the  old  Delaware  turnpike  road,  which  forms 
the  main  street,  while  the  Onist|ueihau  Creek  flows 
along  the  southern  side.  This  was  original! v 
Bethlehem  P.  O.,  and  Llenry  L.  Mead,  jiosi- 
master;  the  mails  were  carried  on  horseback.  The 
present  name  was  given  to  it  from  .Adam  A.  Clark, 
who  came  here  about  1822.  Joseph  Webster 
carried  mail  from  Albany  to  Rensselaerville. 

The  early  settlers  were  William  Bose,  who  lived 
in  a  log  house;  Samuel  Ingraham,  who  kept  ta\erii 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  village,  not  far  from  David 
McCuIlock's  old  store  ;  Joseph  Briglit,  who  kept  a 
tavern  where  George  Fuller  now  lives.  Later, 
Henry  L.  Mead  (fudge)  became  a  prominent 
citizen  and  postmaster.  He  was  a  son  of  John, 
who  settled  at  Tarrytown.  Soon  after  1800  manv 
changes  took  place.  Harinanus  Bogartlus.  a  car- 
penter, came  here  from  Feura  Bush,  erected  build- 
ings and  kept  tavern.  He  also  built  a  house  for 
Judge  Mead,  where  ^Michael  Flansburgh  now  lives. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  Jenkins  also  kept  a  tavern. 
The  "Albany  and  Delaware  Turnpike  "was  char- 
tered in  1S05,  soon  after  which  the  road  was  con- 
structed. This  brought  travel  from  Rensselaerville, 
and  Clarksville,  being  half-way.  was  a  convenient 
place  fi;>r  the  traveler  to  take  rest  and  entertain- 
ment. This  accounts  for  the  numerous  public 
houses  at  that  time.  About  1S22  Bogardus  sold 
his  property  to  Adam  A.  Clark,  who  continued  tlie 
business  for  many  years.  It  is  now  owned  bv 
Isaac  Schermerhorn  and  kept  as  a  hotel.  The  fii  st  log 
school-house  stood  opposite  S.  P.  Simmon's  shop, 
and  was  used  occasionally  for  religious  meetings. 
I  PVancis  Seger  and  Mr.  Taylor  were  early  teachers. 
The  present  school-house  is  a  fine  building,  erected 
in  1881,  and  located  in  the  west  end  of  the  village; 
William  Keenholts,  teacher. 

In  the  year  1S41  Peter  L.  IL.iuck  built  a  saw- 
mill on  the  Onisquethau  Creek,  which  furnishes 
the  water  power;  it  is  now  owned  by  Frederic  R. 
Gardner.  In  1S45  Rushmore  Bennett  and  John 
^lurphy  built  a  saw-mill  anil  Hour-mill  containing 
tliree  run  of  stone.  At  first  only  water  pt>wcr  was 
used.  Now  a  40-horse-powcr  engine  is  suhstitulcil 
in  case  C)f  necessity.  1  his  mill  now  belongs  to 
Robert  McLaughlin. 
I  There  are  two  caves  here,  which  are  visited  by 
I   many  persons. 
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The  viliaii^c  contains  a  Reformed  and  Methodist 
church,  3  hotels,  3  stores,  2  harness  shops,  2 
wheelwright  ami  3  blacksmith  shops,  i  bakery,  2 
shoe  shops,  i  stove  anil  tin  shop,  2  paint  shops,  2 
saw-mills,  i  grist-mill,  i  undertaker,  meat  market 
and  dressmaking.  3  physicians,  4  lawyers:  has  67 
dwellings,  78  families,  and  300  inhabitants. 
Clarksville  is  12  miles  west  of  Albany.  Silas 
Wright,  postmaster. 

New  Scotland,  in  the  northeast,  is  a  post-oflicc 
and  hamlet,  with  15  dwelling,  1 7  families  and  75 
inhabitants.  The  Presbyterian  Church  is  located 
here,  to  which  is  attached  the  New  Scotland  Cem- 
etery; contains  some  tuic  monuments.  The  name 
is  derived  from  the  many  Scotch  settlers  who  came 
here  about  1765.  There  was  a  post-otBce  here  as 
early  as  1S20;  Adam  Holliday,  postmaster;  he  was 
succeeded  by  Edmund  Raynsford,  who  was  a 
resident  of  the  place  for  50  years.  Some  of  the 
early  settlers  were:  Jacob  I\loak,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Henrick  Bouse,  William  i\IcCullock,  who  had  a 
tannery  near  the  plank  road,  south  of  Albertus 
Bucker's;  Christie,  Bellamy,  Holiday  and  Wayne 
kept  tavern;  the  present  hotel  and  properly  were 
formerly  owned  by  Ed.  Raynsford;  it  is  now  kept 
by  Mrs.  Geo.  Reid  and  son.  A  tannery  was  built 
by  Peter  Ruslunore,  on  the  premises  now  owned 
by  Henry  McMillen.  A  log  school-house  was  the 
attraction  for  the  boys  and  girls  80  years  ago;  now 
a  more  inviting  and  comfortable  house,  with  pleas- 
ant surroundings  and  a  bell,  call  them  for  im- 
proved facilities  in  gaining  knowledge.  The  pres- 
ent house  was  built  in  1S66.  The  parsonage  be- 
longing to  the  Presbyterian  Church  was  burned  in 
1877.  The  barn  and  sheds  of  Derick  V.  S.  Rayns- 
ford, also  the  sheds  belonging  to  the  tavern,  were 
burned  in  1878. 

The  business  portion  of  the  village  consists  of  a 
hotel,  one  store,  shoe  shop,  wheelwright  and 
blacksmith  shop,  2  harness  shops.  Dr.  John  FI. 
Fitch  is  the  resident  physician  and  surgeon.  The 
village  is  pleasantly  situated  8  miles  from  Albany,  on 
the  plank  road,  and  one-half  mile  from  the  New 
York,  West  Shore  and  Buffalo  Railroad,  and 
2  miles  from  Slingerland  Station,  Albany  and  Sus- 
quehanna Railroad.  George  W.  Coughtry,  post- 
master. 

Feura  Bush  (  Jeru^aJem  P.  O. ),  a  hamlet  two 
miles  south  of  Unionville,  near  the  line  of  Beth- 
lehem, is  a  station  on  the  New  York,  West 
Shore  and  Buffalo  Railroad,  eight  miles  from 
Albany.  The  neighborhood  represents  some  of 
the  first  .setUements  in  the  township  by  such 
names  as  Moak,  Brate,  Bradt,  Sager,  Creble. 
Bogardus  and  others.  A  Reformed  church, 
school-house,  store,  tavern,  wheelwright  and  black- 
smith shop,  with  a  dozen  houses  and  50  inhabit- 
ants, make  up  tlie  village.  Hay  and  straw  are 
extensivel}'  loaded  at  this  station. 

Unionville  (Union  Church  P.  O.),  east  of  the 
Center,  im  the  old  Delaware  turnpike,  and  a  station 
of  the  New  York,  \\'est  Sh'  ire  and  Buffalo  Rail- 
road, contains  the  Ref  )rmed  (.'hurch,  school-house, 
tavern,  blacksmith  and  wheelwright  shop,  15  houses 
and   60    inhabitants.      Christian    Houck  was  an 


early  tavern-keeper;  also,  David  Chesebro.  Among 
the  fu'st  settlers  were  Bradt?,  Mailers,  Longs,  Wade- 
mans,  Sigsbee  and  Radleys.  Peter  Stoner  kept 
a  tavern  on  Stony  Hill,  and  Dr.  Dennick  kept  a 
tavern  between  Union  and  Clarksville,  on  the  Yan 
Dcri)Ool  farm;  post-office  discontinued. 

Callannn's  Corners  is  a  post-ofiice  and  small 
hamlet  in  the  east  corner  formed  b}"  the  angle  of 
I5ethlehem  and  Coc} mans;  the  village  is  parilv  in 
each  township.  The  post-oflice  is  in  New  Scot- 
land. The  name  is  derived  from  two  brothers, 
who  settled  here  50  years  ago.  There  is  a  store, 
post-olTice,  shoe  shop,  wheelwright  and  lilacksmith 
shop,  and  the  hamlet  contains  50  inhabitants. 
James  McWilliams.  postmaster. 

Voorheesville.  in  the  northern  central  part,  near 
the  Guilderland  line,  takes  its  name  from  Alonzo 
B.  Yoorhees.  a  lawyer,  who  built  the  first  house,  in 
1862,  before  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Rail- 
road was  completed.  This  mansion  and  grounds 
are  now  the  property  of  S.  ^^  R.  Hoes.  Peter 
Wormer  erected  a  building  and  kept  the  lirst  store. 
William  Spore  built  a  fine  dwelling  a  short  dis- 
tance south  of  the  railroad.  In  1S6S  it  was  desig- 
nated as  a  post-office,  and  James  A.  Reid  first 
postmaster.  After  the  Hudson  and  Saratoga  Rail- 
road was  constructed,  which  crosses  the  Albany 
and  Saratoga  Railroad  track  at  this  place,  a  number 
of  houses  were  built  and  a  large  hotel  erected  by 
Conrad  Fryer.  Connected  with  the  hotel  is  a  fine 
grove.  Among  the  hotel  proprietors  have  been  John 
Stafford,  Daniel  Wormer  and  Conrad  Fryer.  In 
18S2  and  1S83  the  Athens  Branch  (or  White 
Elephant  Railroad)  changed  owners,  and  is  now 
the  New  York,  West  Shore  and  Buffalo  Railroad, 
usually  designated  West  Shore.  This  road  has 
been  entirely  reconstructed,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
most  important  roads  in  the  State.  Yoorhecsville 
is  a  station  commanding  unusual  facilities  for 
business  ;  being  located  at  the  crossing  of  these 
roads,  affords  many  advantages  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  produce  to  the  principal  markets,  as  well  as 
easy  access  to  and  from  Albany  and  connections 
with  other  railroads.  The  distance  from  Albany 
is  1 1  miles,  from  New  Salem  4  miles,  and  with 
pleasant  surroundings  and  other  inducements  the 
place  is  rapidly  improving.  Many  thousand  tons 
of  hay  and  straw  are  loaded  here,  which  is  brought 
by  farmers  from  Knox,  Berne.  Guilderland  and 
New  Scotland.  A  steam  saw-mill  is  now  being 
built  by  Hotaling  Hicks.  There  are  three 
blacksmith  shops,  one  wheelwright  shop,  two 
stores,  one  tin  and  stove  with  general  hardware 
merchandise,  one  hotel,  depot  and  freight  build- 
ings ;  32  dwellings,  38  families  and  140  inhab- 
itants.    William  .S.  Swift,  postmaster. 

Wolf  Hill,  two  miles  west  of  New  Salem,  is  a 
post-ofiice  :  John  Haight,  postmaster.  There  is 
also  a  post-office  on  the  Beaverdam  road,  at  the 
top  of  the  Helderbergs,  called  "  Helderberg 
post-ofike. " 

Onisquethau,  locally  known  as  "  Tarrytowu," 
about  one  and  a  half  milc>  south  of  Clarksville,  is 
a   hamlet,   coniaininu*'  a  Ref  >rmed  church  and 
I  scliool-house.    Stone  \vas  quarried  here  when  the 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  SCOTLAND. 


Erie  Canal  was  hein,c^  cunslrucled,  and  a  large 
force  of  men  employed.  At  that-lime  there  was  a 
large  building  here,  called  the  "  Castle,"  part  of 
which  was  used  as  a  tavern,  the  barroom  of  which 
afforded  the  idle  a  place  for  lounging,  drinking 
whisky  and  recounting  stories  till  late  at  night, 
and  on  the  morrow  return  and  tarry  "  till  night 
as  usual  ;  from  this  the  name  is  derived.  William 
Latta  was  a  blacksmith  here  75  years  ago.  John 

Mead  and  David  De  Long  and   Lamphere 

were  first  settlers.  John  Mead  kept  tavern  and 
sold  the  farm  to  Thomas  Austin,  and  this  farm  is 
now  owned  by  'Mr.  \Vinst(.)n.  Robert  IMayhew  kept 
store  and  tavern  in  the  old  "  Castle."  He  dug  the 


channel  t<;)  drain  Laws< m's  Lake.  John  j.  Hooga- 
bome,  Tom  Austin  and  Sol.  Russel  kejjt  tavern. 
The  present  church  was  mostly  built  of  stone  that 
was  rejected  as  too  small  for  the  canal.  ^lany 
years  ago  a  mill  was  on  the  creek  at  Delong's. 

There  are  nine  post-offices  in  the  township,  as 
follows  :  Callanan  Corners,  James  A.  ^Ic\\'illiams, 
postmaster;  Clarksville,  Silas  Wright,  ])Ostmaster; 
Jerusalem,  J.  M.  Peck,  postmaster  ;  New  Salem, 
J.  M.  Erwin,  postmaster  ;  New  Scotland,  George 
J.  Coughtry,  postmaster ;  Union  Church  ;  Voor- 
heesville,  Wm.  S.  Swift,  postmaster  ;  \\'o]{  Mill, 
John  llaight,  postmaster;  Helderbcrg,  John  F. 
Van  Schaack,  postmaster. 


Village. 


Monument. 


Clarksville  ;  State  Monument  .... 

New  Salem  :  ;  Rcforiiied  Church.. .  . 

Feura  Ilubh  I  Reformed  Church.. .  . 

New  Scotland   Presbyterian  Church  , 

Union  Church  j  Reformed  Church...  . 

llclderberg   U.  S.  C.  S.  Monument. 

Albany  

Knowersville  

Xew  York  City  


42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
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As  per  "New  York  State  Survey." 


SCHOOLS. 


The  schools  of  New  Scotland  are  si.xteen  in 
number,  and  are  under  the  supervision  of  a  com- 
missioner, who  is  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
and  re[)rcscnts  a  district  composed  of  the  following 
townshijis  :  Bethlehem,  Coeymans  and  New  Scot- 
land, the  schools  of  which  are  under  his  charge. 

The  present  commissi(,)ner  is  Samuel  F.  Powell, 
of  Coeymans,  and  his  duties  are  to  examine  and 
license  teachers,  visit  the  schools  of  the  district, 
make  reports  to  the  State  Department  and  super- 
vise for  the  general  interests  of  the  schools. 

Teachers  are  employed  by  one  or  three  trustees 
in  each  district,  who  arc  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting. 

The  history  and  formation  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts cannot  be  ascertained  with  any  certaintv, 
owing  to  the  imperfection  of  the  records.  Previous 
to  iSoo  the  school  houses  were  mostly  of  logs;  the 
population  being  sparse,  but  few  schools  could  be 
supported.  Frequently  the  school  was  in  a  private 
house,  often  in  that  of  the  teacher,  and  he  was 
paid  by  a  few  families.  .As  population  increased 
and  prosperity  attended  the  settlers,  districts  were 
fo[mcd,  composed  of  a  number  of  families,  and 
the  teacher  paid  by  a  tax  u[)on  those  who  sent  to 
the  school. 

.-Another  change  came,  and  the  State  became  in 
a  measure  the  support  of  the  schools  bv  appro- 
priating a  certain  sum  to  each  district  from  the 
public  fund,  the  balance  to  be  collected  bv  rate 
bill.  The  school  inoiiev  so  ap[Hirlioned  was  in 
the  custody  of  three  Schoul  Commissioners,  and 
teachers  were  examined  and  licensed  by  three 
School  Inspectors. 


Then  came  the  State  tax,  which  appropriates  to 
each  district  a  certain  sum,  based  upon  the  number 
of  persons  between  five  and  twenty-one  years  old 
and  the  general  average  of  attendance  for  the  year 
of  twenty-eight  weeks.  The  deficiency  is  collected 
by  a  tax  upon  the  real  and  personal  proj)erl\-  of  the 
district,  thus  rendering  the  sciiools  of  the  Slate  free 
to  all. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  is  far  in  advance 
of  those  of  an  earlier  peiiod,  and,  with  the 
liberal  aid  from  the  State,  higher  qualifi^cations 
of  teachers  and  new  methods  of  imparling  knowl- 
edge and  organized  systems  of  instruction,  rapid 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  past  twenty  years. 
The  law  of  obedience  by  force  with  the  ferule  antl 
rod  has  been  superseded  by  that  of  love  and  kind- 
ne.ss,  treating  the  pupil  as  a  ration  d  being,  sub- 
ject to  discipline,  \\'hich  is  enforceil  by  the  law  of 
ethics. 

There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  original 
location  of  school-houses,  most  of  those  now  in 
use  being  near  where  the  first  ones  were  erected. 
The  school-hou.se  for  the  neighborhood  of  Salem 
was  on  the  Sharp  farm,  now  owned  by  Wm.  J. 
McMillcn.  on  the  old  Beaverdam  road,  and  oppo- 
site the  cemetery  gate  ;  at  Clarksville  it  was  Ibr- 
merly  in  the  village,  on  the  location  of  S.  P.  Sim- 
mons' blacksmith  shop. 

The  names  of  teachers  jjrevious  to  i  800  cannot 
be  learned  with  certainty;  a  few  who  taught  in  the 
early  part  of  iSoo  are  appended:  Charles  McCul- 
lock,  Wesley  D(jllar,  Harmanus  \'an  Huysen.  Ed- 
mond  Raynsford,  Francis  Scger,  James  Wands.  2d. 
Horace  Emerv,  William  Ho(.ister,  James  Patteson, 
Miss  Hoyt,  Ann  Lawson,  James  McElroy,  Peter 
De  Lona;. 
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HISrORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


STATEMENT 

Of  the  muiilicr  of  cliildicn,  amount  of  public  money  received,  auiount  collected  by  tax,  wages  paid  per  week  and  valuation 
of  each  School  District  in  tiie  Town  of  Xcw  Scotland  for  the  year  1SS3. 


No.  OF  District. 

No.  of 
Children 

nf 

School 
Age. 

No. 
In  Attend- 
ance. 

Amount  of 

.\monnt  Collected 
by  lax. 

Total  Amount 

\yagcs  Paid, 
Summer 
'1  erm. 

\Va;;es  P.iid, 
Winter 
'I'erm. 

.\i^exscd  Valu- 

atirin  of 
each  Distiict. 

1 

r  r 

55 

S104  61 

J'lj'^  99 

 .  

$282  84 

*.6  Co 

118 

90 

194  65 

17S  10 

395  55 

7  50 

10  00 

78,600 

. 

do 

J.O 

Ql  06 

"57  04. 

172  CO 

6  00 

6  7; 

30,000 

4  

96 

70 

200  55 

3S5  55 

5S6  10 

II  CO 

I  I  CO 

104, 100 

5  

79 

62 

155  86 

106  00 

306  86 

7  00 

7  50 

141,400 

6  

30 

19 

87  12 

40  00 

237  78 

7  00 

7  50 

57.75a 

7-  

40 

26 

100  15 

125  00 

232  15 

5  00 

5  00 

150,500 

8  

74 

42 

13S  03 

209  75 

462  02 

8  00 

10  00 

165,500 

9  

21 

15 

67  91 

75  00 

241  23 

7  50 

6  50 

1 15,500 

10  

108 

99 

175  09 

184  64 

361  59 

10  00 

10  00 

156,450 

56 

40 

91  30 

134  34 

22S  46 

4  50 

5  50 

69,300 

44 

37 

107  70 

175  CO 

345  50 

7  00 

7  50 

85,050 

•   

81 

56 

155  84 

336  51- 

492  35 

7  00 

10  00 

141,675 

14  

65 

55 

125  CO 

21  41 

206  50 

5  75 

5  25 

20,450 

15  

33 

21 

92  68 

58  32 

223  00 

4  50 

5  25 

27,950 

16  

44 

36 

III  30 

120  00 

231  30 

9  GO 

10  CO 

58,675 

Total  

993 

741 

$2,001  85 

$2,326  55 

$4,965  23 

$1,476,219 

Whole  number  of  days'  attendance  for  the  year  417,394 

*'  "        weeks'      "  "       "    5,863 

.  Licensed  Teachers,  27;  Males,  17;  Females,  10. 


As  early  as  1 794  a  ^Masons'  lodge  was  in  e.xist- 
ence  at  New  Scotland  village,  and  continued  its 
organization  until  about  1S20.  No  records  or 
transactions  of  the  lodge  can  be  fi',und.  Mr.  Peter 
Furbeck  remembers  being  at  the  funeral  of  Dr. 
Clark,  who  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  in 
the  year  1S13. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  persons  \\  ho  were 
inembers  :  Adam  Holliday,  John  Wand^,  William 
Warren,  James  Warren,  James  Dickson.  Gloud 
Wands,  Thomas  Lloyd,  William  Wayne,  James 
Wands.  William  Dickson.  The  house  in  which 
this  lodge  held  its  meetings  is  still  standing.  None 
of  the  members  are  living. 

The  iirst  Odd  Fellows  lodge  in  the  town  was 
organized  in  1848,  located  at  New  Scotland,  and 
occupie  i  the  same  rooms  in  which  the  Masons  had 
held  their  meetings  many  years  previous.  The 
lodge  was  abandoned  in  1S5S  and  reorganized, 
IMarch  4,  1872,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  it  was  removed  to  Slingerland,  ()ctol)er, 
1SS3,  at  which  place  the  lodge  now  holds  its 
meetings. 

Open  temperance  societies  were  formed  as  early 
as  1839,  and  the  moderate  pledge  adopted.  This 
was  followed  by  the  Washingtonian  pledge,  which 
inaugurated  an  advance  mi;>vemcnt  in  the  cause  ; 
a  new  impetus,  through  public  lectures  and  the 
publication  of  temperance  literature,  educated  the 
intelligent  masses  to  a  higher  consideration  of  this 
great  subject.  It  is  now  freely  discus.->ed,  and  the 
advocates  of  temperance  arc  no  Icmger  classed  as 
fanatics,  but  proclaim  ijrohibition  as  the  only 
remedy  for  this  social  evil.  Several  secret  societies 
have  been  organized  in  the  township,  which,  after 


SOCIETIES. 

The  New  Scotland  Mutual  Association  was  or- 
ganized May  26,  1854.  Robert  Taylor,  Chair- 
man ;  F.  C.  Van  Wormer,  Secretary.  The  follow- 
ing directors  were  elected  :  Peter  L.  Houck, 
Rushmore Bennett,*  James  H.  Loucks,*  David  G. 
Seger, *  Frederic  C.  Van  W'ormer,  Joseph  Hilton, 
Abram  Mann,  Vi.se  Henry  Crounce,  Robert  Taylrir,  ; 
I'homas  Bullock.  David  G.  Seger,  President  ; 
Robert  Ta}  lor.  Secretary. 

September  26,  1859,  this  company  reorganized 
by  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  changed  the  name 
to  "  New  Scodand  Mutual  Insurance  Company,"  t 
and  elected  the  following  directors  and  temporary  I 
officers  :  John  Reid,  Chairman  ;  Robert  Taylor, 
Secretary.     Directors — Alanson  Van  Auken,  John  { 
Reid,*  Robert  Taylor,  Jacob  Van  Olinda, *  George  j 
W^  Bender,  D.  V.     Raynsford,  Robert  Moak,  Thos.  ' 
Bullock,   Abram  ]\[ann.     Alanson  Van  Auken,  | 
President;  Robert  Taylor,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  i 

Business  of  the  company  for  1S84  :  Number  of 
policies  issued,  527  ;  total  amount  of  risks.  $985,-  } 
928  ;  amount  of  bonds  on  premium  notes,  S43,-  i 
038;  paid  for  losses,   past  five  years,   $12, coo.  ' 
Most  destructive  fires  were   in   the   vear  1878, 
amounting  to  ^,4,000.  1 

Directors  for  18S4 — William  I.  Spore.  President  ; 
Samuel  Patton,  Secretary  and  Treasurer ;  Henrv 
Creble,  Henry  H.  INIead,  Isaac  Winston.  Robert 
B.  Taylor,  Andrew  McHarg,  Henry  Crounce, 
Charles  \\'ood. 

Three  directors  elected  annually,  who  serve  for 
three  years. 

•  Dead.  ! 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  SCO'TLAND. 


a  few  years  of  usefulness,  were  abandoned,  and 
others,  both  secret  anil  open,  have  taken  their 
place. 

New  Salem  Division,  No.  254,  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance, was  or2;anizcd  in  November,  18^17,  with  the 
followinc^  officers  and  members  :  W'm.  ].  Reid, 
P.  S.  Markle,  J.  M.  Erwin,  Jacob  Albri-ht, 
Andrew  J.  Smith,  I.  11  Erwin,  J.  H.  Flansburg, 
\Vm.  J.  Spore,  William  M.  Younj^,  Nathan  W  ard. 
The  society  had  a  large  membership,  and  held 
their  meetings  weekly  in  the  ujiper  room  of  a 
building  ownetL  by  Alexander  :  from  here 

they  were  transferred  to  the  hall  over  the  new 
store  of  J.  Erwin,  and  the  society  abandoned  in 
the  year  i  S80. 

Clarks\ille  Division,  No.  25,  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance, was  organized  in  November,  1S67.  The 
following  constituted  their  first  oflicers,  viz.  : 
Samuel  Marshem,  Frederic  R.  Gardner,  S.  P. 
Simmons,  Silas  Wright,  P.  H.  Flagler,  Wm.  H. 
Wright.  A.  B.  Wright,  Ed.  Hotaling,  Robert  Mc- 
Loughlin,  D.  Schermerhorn.  This  societv  sur- 
rendered its  charter  in  1872.  and  in  the  year  1S74 
instituted  a  lodge  of  Good  Templars,  with  Peter 
\\.  Flagler  as  Worthy  Chief  Temjilar  and  P.arent 
Staats  as  Deputv.  This  organization  was  abandoned 
in  1878. 

New  Scotland  Division,  No.  192,  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, was  organized,  March,  1870.  and  held 
iheir  meetings  in  rooms  connected  with  the  ~Sl. 
E.  church  at  "Black  Creek."  Rev.  D.  B.  Mc- 
Kenzie,  Worthy  Patriarch.  This  society  was 
abandoned  in  18S1.  In  1878  the  temperance 
cause  was  revived,  and  under  the  auspices  of  the 
"  Womens  Christian  Temperance  Union,"  the 
town  was  visited  by  ^Mrs.  Cnurtney,  who  organized 
societies  and  lectured  in  many  of  the  churches. 
Her  work  in  the  f'wn  was  followed  with  good 
results. 

February  28,  1883,  Fidelity  Lodge.  No.  667, 
of  Good  Templars  was  organized  at  New  Salem, 
with  22  charter  members,  Islv.  Carr  acting  as  Dep- 
uty Chief  Templar.  James  Markle  was  installed  as 
W.  C.  Templar,  and  1slvs.  Mary  Winne,  W.  V.  T.  ; 
A.  Eugene  Bogardus,  Secretary  ;  IMiss  Ella  Hurst, 
A.  S.  ;  John  L.  Van  Olinda.  Treasurer  ;  Miss  Cora 
E.  Young,  F.  S.  ;  William  A.  Winne,  Chaplain  ; 
Milton  F'arl,  Marshal  :  ]\Irs.  Margaret  Young,  A. 
M.  ;  MissMinnetta  ]\rarkle,  I.  G.  ;  John  B.  Young, 
O.  G.  ;  J.  M.  Erwin,  D.  C.  1'.  The  lodge  hold 
their  weekly  meetings  in  the  hall  over  J.  M.  Erwin's 
store  at  New  Salem. 

In  i860  a  "Young  ^Nlen's Christian  Association" 
was  formed  at  New  Salem,  which  continued  for 
.two  years  ;  among  the  active  members  were  Rev. 
A.  G.  Lansing.  Frederic  Widmer,  .Vlanson  Van 
Auken,  James  Markle,  Andrew  Smith. 

A  division  of  Sons  of  Temperance  at  Feura 
Bush  was  organized,  and  soon  after  shared  the  fate 
of  others.  The  destructive  element  in  the  several 
divisions  was  want  of  harmony  and  personal 
jealc)usics. 

"Mount  Pleasant  Cenietery  Association"  was 
organizeil,  .March  6,  1S64,  with  the  following 
oHicers  :   Nathan  N.    Ward,   President  ;  John  pi 


'I'a_\  lor,  \'ice-Presid(  ut ;  Robert  'Paylor,  Secretarv  ; 
Roljert  .Moak,  Treasurer.  The  cemetery  is 
located  a  mile  east  of  New  Salem,  on  the 
old  plank  road,  and  occupies  a  commantling 
site,  with  beautiful  landscape  scenery  and  dis- 
tant views.  'Phe  HeKlerberg  Hills  are  seen 
from  here  in  their  varied  beauty,  while  the  vill.ige 
of  New  Salem  lies  ill  the  \  alley  below.  The  sur- 
face of  the  land  is  much  diversified  and  irregular, 
giving  to  it  many  natural  attractions,  to  be  im- 
proved by  the  lantlscape  gardener.  It  contains 
twelve  acres  and  is  laid  out  with  geometrical  e.Nact- 
ness.  The  present  ofhcers  are  :  President,  Philip 
Luke  ;  Secretarv,  Wm.  J.  Reid  ;  Treasurer,  John 
H.  Hallenbeck.' 

Onisqucthau  Union  Cemetery  Association  (lo- 
cated at  Tarrytown)  was  organized  in  1867,  with 
the  following  oOicers  :  Rushmore  Bennett,  Presi- 
dent ;  Jeremiah  Mead,  Vice-President  :  Hiram 
Crounse,  Secretary;  Hiram  B.  ]Mead,  Treasurer. 
The  cemetery  ground  is  level,  with  an  inclination 
to  the  east,  and  contains  some  very  fine  monuments. 
The  present  officers  are  :  John  Scott.  President  : 
Henry  Mead,  Secretary  ;  ficnry  Bradt,  Superin- 
tendent. 

Jerusalem  Cemetery  Association,  at  Feura  Bush, 
was  organized  in  June,  1870,  and  the  following 
officers  elected  :  Henry  Creble.  President  ;  Gen. 
James  Slingerland,  *  Vice-President  ;  Pliram  \'an- 
derzee,  Treasurer ;  A.  C.  Millspaugh,  Secretary. 
The  cemetery  occupies  six  acres  of  land  in  a  pleas- 
ant hication,  and  is  tastefully  laid  out.  The  pres- 
ent oflicers  are  :  President,  Henry  Creble  ;  Vice- 
President,  Isaac  Van  Allen  ;  Treasurer,  Ilarman 
Van  Derzee  ;  Secretary,  John  Van  Allen  ;  Super- 
intendent, I.  Van  Allen. 

New  Scotland  Cemetery  Association,  connected 
with  the  New  Scotland  Presbyterian  Church,  was 
organized,  April  12,  1866.  E.  Y..  Wands,  Presi- 
dent ;  Thomas  Bullock,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  ; 
D.  V.  S.  Raynsf:>rd,  John  Witbeck,  George  Tay- 
lor, Albert  La  Grange,  Lewis  Hess.  George  \V. 
Bender,  Abram  Ruso,  directors.  The  cemetery 
ground  is  conveniently  arranged,  and  includes  the 
old  burying  place  of  the  church,  containing  about 
four  acres.  'Phe  present  oflicers  are  :  E.  E.  Wands. 
President  ;  D.  V.  S.  Raynsford,  Treasurer  and 
Secretarv-. 

RECORD  OF  THE  OFFICERS,  SOLDIERS 
AND  SEAMEN  FURNISHED  DURING 
THE  WAR  OF  THE  REBI'.LLION. 

The  town  of  New  Scotland  contrilmted  its  .share 
of  brave  hearts  and  stalwart  men  in  the  period  of 
our  country's  peril  and  the  trial  of  a  free  govern- 
ment. Wlien  the  call  to  arms  was  proclaimed, 
her  quotas  were  always  filled,  antl  her  soidier 
sons  endured  in  the  field  till  peace  dismissal  them 
to  their  homes.  The  several  companies  and  regi- 
ments to  which  our  soldiers  belonged  went  through 
man}'  arduous  campaigns.  They  wvjc  exposed 
to  dangers  and  privations  from  the  unliL-aUhlul 
surroundings,  which  (jften  brought  on  disease  and 
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incapacitated  them  from  immediate  usefulness  ; 
yet  tiicy  were  ready  to  obc\-  commands  and  par- 
ticipated in  some  of  the  fiercest  battles  and  assaults 
of  the  war. 

IVIan\"  of  their  achievements  should  ha\  e  brought 
them  honcn'  and  distinction,  but  the  shadows  of 
their  superiors  in  oflice  have  obscured  the  deeds 
and  daring  of  those  men  deserving  of  our  grati- 
tude. 

Tlie  record  of  volunteers  from  this  township 
contains  the  names  of  many  \\  ho  were  in  the  prime 
of  youthful  manhood,  possessed  of  sterling  char- 
acter, energy  and  patriotism,  and  Uieir  loyalty  is 
well  attested  by  the  faitliful  performance  of  duty,  the 
many  sacrifices  made,  as  well  as  inhuman  cruelty 
endured  by  others  in  the  lK)rrible  prisons  to  whicli 
they  were  consigned. 

It  can  be  said  with  credit  that  but  few  of  the 
men  deserted  their  post  of  duty  and  became 
refugees  until  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  termination  of  hostilities  brought  new 
elements  into  consideration,  and  hundreds  of  brave 
men  who  periled  their  lives  have  been  almost 
forgotten,  as  if  they  no  longer  had  an  existence, 
and  the  anxieiy  of  the  historian  to  especially  favor 
men  in  high  places  has  caused  them  to  suppress 
many  of  the  achievements  originated  and  success- 
fully carried  out  by  heroes  whose  names  should  be 
remembered  by  every  youth  in  the  land. 

Victory— after  many  hard-fought  battles  and 
reverses — crowned  our  army  with  success,  and  the 
living  band  of  self-sacrificing  heroes  were  once 
more  at  liberty  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  return 
to  home  and  friends. 

Heroism  deserves  recognition,  bravery  its  re- 
ward ;  but  when  men  ofi'er  their  lives  in  defense  of 
their  country  and  humanity,  that  all  may  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  freedom,  they  deserve  more  than  a  re- 
ward— they  claim  our  gratitude. 

At  the  time  and  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
New  Scotland  had  few  inhabitants.  Many  of  these 
were  adherents  to  the.  crown,  or  in  sympathy  with 
England;  others  belonged  to  that  detestable  class, 
Tories,  who  secretly  aided  the  Indians  in  their 
stealthy  raids  of  cruelty  and  carnage,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  plot  the  ruin  or  murder  of  neighbors 
and  their  families.  A  few  names  only  are  on  rec- 
ord to  our  credit,  and  these  will  soon  pass  into 
oblivion.  Among  them  were:  William  McCulIock, 
Anthony  Wayne,  John  Furbeck.  John  Wands, 
Robert  Hilton,  Albert  Bradt.  anil  some  of  the  La 
Granges. 

In  the  war  of  1812  there  went  from  what  is  now 
New  Scotland  a  fair  representation  to  teach 
England  that  we,  although  young  in  national  life, 
were  not  to  be  intimidated  or  deterred  from  assert- 
ing our  rights  and  protecting  our  citizens.  These 
are  some  of  the  men  who  grace  the  record  : 
Samuel  Taylor,  Samuel  Moak,  Francis  Aernhout, 
Frederic  Rowe,  John  iSush,  James  jackson, 
Peter  and  Joseph  Wands,  I'eter  and  Daniel  Mc- 
I'-wen,  John  Lung,  fuhn  llradt,  William  R. 
Milton,  Thumas  Wayne,  Henry  Moak,  Samuel 
Warren,  James  W.  Wands,  John  Eddingtim,  and 
others.   There  is  not  living  to-day  one  man  who 


participated  in  this  war  from  the  towu->!iip  of 
New  Sci-idanil. 

I'he  following  names  are  taken  from  the  town 
records,  making  a  complete  list  of  men  v  ho  enlist- 
ed, were  drafted  or  furnished  substitutes,  during  the 
war  of  the  rebellion. 

Da\iil  D.  L.  .McCullock.  William  \ xw  Aiten, 
Oscar  X.  Slmgerland,  Isaac  Van  Atten.  .Mexander 

F.  Patterson,  Jacob  Martin  Erwin,  John  A.  Ram- 
sey, Patrick  Fowler,  Solomon  Luke,  Wilhelm 
Buckar,  Thomas  Iliggins.  John  W.  Oliver,  Daniel 
Van  Deusen,  Rensselaer  Raynsford,  Michael  Ka\s, 
George  Wayne,  James  ^faUiias,  John  H.  Fitch, 
William  Henry  Filch,  John  L.  Winne.  George 
Houghton,  William  Henry  Van  .Alstyne,  John 
^IcOhesney,  John  Scott,  Alexander  F.  Hart,  [tihn 
R>-all,  George  W.  Jackson,  Hcnrv  C.  Reid,  James 
Ryall,  Eli  H.  Hart,  Edmund  \'\'ells  Raynsford, 
Alexander  McMillen,  Abram  Van  Deusen,  Peter 
II.  Seutt,  ]oel  Y.  Bloomingdale,  Alonzo  Stalker, 
John  Stalker,  Henry  Van  Zandt.  James  Henry  Nee- 
per,  James  J.  Reid,  William  James  Stalker,  John 
A.  Aiarkle,  James  M.  Wands,  Abram  Havs. 
Benjamin  Pearl,  John  H.  Flansburg,  Garret  W. 
Oliver.  John  \\'ood,  Richard  Wood,  Robert  J. 
Wands,  Alexander  H.  Wands.  Frederick  ^\'hiler. 
James  E.  ^\'an(l•^,  Thomas  Wands,  Oliver  Wands. 
John  Walser,  Abram  Relyca,  Henry  Crounse,  Mar- 
tin Talmadge,  Barnard  O'Neal,  Amos  L.  Westfall, 
Andrew  B.  White,  George  Ferguson,  Peter 
Pearl,  Datus  T.  Cole.  Garret  G.  Long,  Philip 
Amis,  Cornelius  Hotaling,  John  A.  Sager,  Jacob 
M.  Dingman,  John  S.  Loucks,  William  Henry 
Mosher,  Isaac  H.  Van  Wie,  John  Jackson, 
Prime  Jackson,  William  H.  Latta,  Joel  B.  Cole, 
James  H.  Oliver,  Garret  Bradt,  Levi  Hallenbeck, 
John  Henry  Stalker,  William  FI.  Stalker,  Henry 
Stalker,  George  Tompkins,  John  R.  ]5radt,  David 

G.  Hotaling,  John  Crooks,  William  Groesbeck, 
Levi  W.  Hallenbeck,  John  Wagoner,  John  W. 
Smith,  Jacob  Wheeler,  Jacob  Weidman,  Al)ram  B. 
Decker,  Francis  L.  Brate,  Flenry  Vroman.  William 
Brady,  .\(lam  Bradt,  Lewis  H.  Smith,  Xel>on  W. 
;\Iiller,  Harvey  Fletcher,  Charles  H.  Shear,  John  D. 
Houch,  Loltus  De  Long,  Storm  Long,  Jacob  H. 
De  Long,  Philip  Latta,  Walter  Slingerland,  Prime 
Tompso'i,  James  Pelton.  William  Carknard,  Joe! 
Carknard,  Andrew  Carknard,  Jacob  Wagoner, 
William  B.  De  Long,  Samuel  Marsham,  John 
Lewis  Houck,  William  B.  Hotaling,  Franklin 
Hallenbeck,  Henry  W.  Case,  John  Winston, 
Rosalro  Pomeroy.  Deevigna  Pomeroy,  IMarshal 
Weaver,  David  \\  heeler,  \\'illiam  Zinck,  Anthony 
Blanchard  Seger,  Cornelius  Britton,  William  James 
Clapper,  Warren  Clapper,  William  Flenry  Miller, 
Richard  ]\Iiller,  Frank  Miller,  Jolm  Carknard, 
Van  Zandt  Bratlt.  Edwartl  L.  Wright,  Lanson  Deviie, 
\\'illiam  Seward  ^^lurphy.  Henry  Hotaling",  Henry 
Brailt,  Peter  L.  Houck,  Jr.,  Thomas  F.  Rav,  George 

H.  Pladwell,  Robert  C.  Salisbury,  James  McXab,  L. 
A.  Cooley,  James  Wm.  .Mann,  C'harles  H.  Falke, 

Ak)nzoTenbroeck,  J.  C.  Bridgman,  FrederiLk. 

Richard  O.   Warren,   William  J.  Co,,k,   X.  M. 

I  Hawlcy,  James  Turner.  Jr..  .Vbram  Gr.ite,  Jo- 
I  scph  L.  Chandjerlain,  Albert  W.  Tatic,  Charles  S. 
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Hermancc,  Conrad  P.  Geslcr,  ](ihii  U.  Inillock, 
J.  P.  Heath,  William  SncII,  William  U.  Mink,  Asa 
W.  Din!;nian,  Charles  Kckhart,  Francis  Bradt, 
Thedore  A.  Carpenter,  John  J'".  Oliver,  Lucius  L. 
Houck,  Alfreil  Flansburi^,  Hiram  \V.  Hallenbeck, 
Charles  H.  Carknard.  Isaac  C.  White,  lohn 
Wagoner,  Clarret  H.  \'an  Denhuri,',  William 
Wagoner,  Isaac  ^'an  Alstyne,  Jacob  liake,  Alirani 
F.  llotaling,  Alexander  Begs,  Jacob  Oliver,  Barton 
Brilton,  Prime  Jackson,  Jacob  Boice,  William 
Slingerland,  C.  W.  Witbcck,  Peter  Henry  Scher- 
merhorn,  William  Burnside,  Edgar  Shear,  Leonard 
Applebee,  John  F.  Hallenbeck,  Solomon  Wilsey, 
Charles  Wilson,  Daviil  Murjjhy,  John  Spreadbury,' 
F.dward  Johnson,  F^lward  Lawrence,  George 
Smith,  Thomas  Carroll.  Dennis  Sawyer,  John 
Rickett.  Isaac  M.  Manning,  Philip  Dailey,  George 
.W.  Clowe,  Sanford  W.  Cheesbro,  Frederick  Hal- 
lenbeck, Joseph  Baricansky,  Robert  C.  Salisbury, 
Capt.  Charles  McCullock. 

TANNERIES. 

The  first  tannery  was  built  by  \\'illian"i  MlCuI- 
lock,  in  the  year  1774,  on  the  south  side  of  the  plank 
road,  opposite  Albertus  Becker's  house,  and  east  of 
New  Scotland.  Here  is  a  small  Hat,  with  a  diminu- 
tive supply  of  water  from  a  sjiring  just  above, 
which  gave  j\Ir.  McCullock  flicilities  for  tanning 
leatlier.  Another  was  constructed  at  New  Salem 
by  Beriah  Chescbrough,  which  was  used  until  1S55; 
one  at  New  Scc)tland,  built  by  Peter  Rushmore; 
one  in  the  Houck  neighb(;rliood,  and  one  on  the 
farm  of  Arnold  Wood.  All  have  been  abandoned 
for  several  years,  as  the  supply  of  bark  failed. 

MILLS. 

There  are  some  vestiges  of  Uziah  Conger's  saw 
and  grist-mill,  which  was  upon  the  Vly  Kill,  near 
Mrs.  James  ^IcElroy's,  and  a  few  are  still  living 
who  remember  the  carding  mill  at  the  same  place. 

Perhaps  the  first  grist-mill  was  built  by  the 
Slingerlands  on  the  Onisquethau  Creek,  east  of 
Clarksville,  on  tne  farm  of  Conrad  C.  Crounce. 
Here  the  water  of  the  creek  dashes  down  a  rapid 
fall  of  forty  feet,  and  passes  through  a  gorge  of 
slate  rock,  with  sloping  walls  forty  to  si.xty  feet 
high.  The  mill  was  built  rm  the  betl  of  the  creek, 
below  the  falls,  and  approached  by  a  narrow  road- 
way ilong  the  side  of  the  wall,  which  was  quite 
steep.  Here  die  farmers  for  many  miles  distant 
came  on  horseback,  with  their  grist  of  wheat  or 
corn,  to  be  ground  into  flour  for  bread,  or  into 
^naeal  for  mwili  or  suppawn,  to  be  eaten  with  milk. 
There  are  a  few  persons  yet  living  who,  when  bovs, 
came  to  this  mill  with  grists;  but  none  can  give 
the  year  when  it  was  built  or  when  abandoned. 
The  best  authority  gives  the  date  1750  to  i7'>o. 
Another  grist-mill  was  erected  on  the  Hirm  now 
owned  by  Michael  Slingerland  many  years  ago. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  \'an  Zandt  was  an  earlv  set- 
tler on  this  farm.  The  grist-mill  has  disappeared, 
and  in  its  place  a  saw-mdl — with  circular  and  up- 
right saws — owned  by  Mr.  Slingerland.     A  grist- 


mill was  erected  in  1S31,  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  township,  on  the  \'ly  Kill,  by  the  La  Granges: 
this  mill  has  three  run  of  stone,  and  conncciod 
I  with  it  is  a  saw-mill.     It  is  largely  patronized  by 
i  farmers,  and  grinds  nian\-  tons  (.)f  buck  wheat  Hour. 
I       On   a  spring  creek,  south  of  Andrew  Allen's 
i  ami  north  of  the  turnpike  road,  there  was  once  a 
j  carding-mill  belonging  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
I  Grant.    The  spinning  of  wool  or  flax  is  an  ac- 
complishment of  the  past,  and  mills  for  cariling 
or  dressing  of  cloth  are  no  longer  a  neccssit}':  the 
spinning  wheel  no  longer  an_\ihing  but  an  c/rna- 
menl  in  the  household. 

PHYSICIANS. 

Previous  to  iSoo  there  is  no  satisfactory  evidence 
that  phvsicians  were  resident  in  this  town.  Whtn 
physicians  were  needed  in  extreme  cases,  they  were 
called  from  Albany  or  some  adjoining  town.  Man\" 
families  resorted  to  domestic  remedies,  in  the  use 
of  herbs,  roots  and  salves,  for  die  relief  of  the  sick; 
and  among  the  pretenders  to  skill  were  those  who 
assumed  to  cure  disease  by  the  laying  on  of  liaiuis 
or  repeating  words  in  cabalistic  form,  which  the 
superstitiou.s  patient  would  receive  in  faith  as  of 
divine  origin. 

Among  the  earliest  physicians  were  Drs.  Clark, 
Dennick,  Day,  Dc  Lamater.  Dr.  Clark  practiced 
at  New  Scotland,  died  in  1S13  or  1814,  and  was 
buried  with  ^ilasonic  honors.  His  remains  are  in 
the  New  Scotland  Cemetery.  Dr.  Clark  was  suc- 
ceded  by  Thomas  Lloyd,  and  soon  after  by  Samuel 
Dickson.  Dr.  Lloyd  was  bokl  and  experimental 
in  his  practice,  and  liberal  in  his  opinions.  Samuel 
Dickson  was  a  son  of  one  of  the  early  Scotch 
settlers,  possessing  a  kind,  genial  disposition,  af- 
fable in  his  manners,  conscientious  as  a  physician, 
and  highly  esteemed  by  all.  His'intelligence  com- 
manded respect  and  consideration  atnong  his 
townsmen,  and  he  was  elected  in  1S54  to  Congress. 
}  to  represent  the  Albany  district.  He  died  in  185S, 
and  is  buried  in  New  Scotland  cemetery.  Dr. 
John  H.  Becker,  a  graduate  of  Albany  .Medical 
College,  settled  here,  and  continued  the  practice  of 
medicine  until  his  death. 

John  H.  Fitch,  now  locateel  at  New  Scotland,  is 
a  great-grandson  of  William  Allen,  a  member  i_)f 
a  Scotch  family  who  were  early  settlers  in  the  town. 
Fitch  graduated  from  the  F2clectic  Medical  Col- 
lege of  New  York  City  in  1S6S.  He  was  adjunct 
profcs.sor  and  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  tiiis 
college  for  two  years;  practiced  in  New  York  three 
years,  and  came  to  New  Scotland  in  1S73.  Is 
now  a  practitioner  of  the  homceopathic  school. 
Dr.  Moak  practiced  at  New  Scotland  for  a  short 
time  about  1876. 

Dr.  Peter  De  Lamater  li\ed  and  practiced  at 
New  Salem.  He  resided  at  the  Spring,  on  the 
faim  now  owned  by  Isaac  Albright.  He  moved 
to  Duancsburgh  about  181S.  Two  of  his  sons  be- 
came physicians.  Frr.m  this  date  until  1855  there 
was  no  settled  ph_\sician  at  this  place,  when  .Milton 
B.  Lamb  came  and  remained  till  1S66  ;  then  he 
disposed  of  his  property  and  interest  to  Hiram 
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Becker,  of  Central  Bridge,  wlio  was  a  gracIuaLe  of 
Albany  Medical  Collcpre. 

Dr.  Valentine  Denick  was  located  between  Clarks- 
ville  and  Union;  he  was  one  of  the  tirst  pt.>stmaslers 
in  the  town,  and  kept  tavern  on  the  Delaware 
turnpike,  on  the  premises  now  owned  by  ^Nlrs. 
\'anderpool.  He  was  a  successful  physician  for  the 
time,  as  the  science  of  medicine  then  was  not  de- 
veloped, and  afforded  few  facilities  to  the  student. 
Drs.  Schermerhorn,  Hulmcs  and  Ingraham  were 
settled  at  Clarksville.  Succeeding  them  is  Hiram 
Crounce,  a  graduate  of  "  Castleton  Medical  Col- 
lege of  \'ermont  "  in  1S47;  practiced  in  Rotterdam 
one  year,  Kno.K  seven  years,  Guilderland  one  _\  ear, 
and  located  in  Clarksville  in  the  year  1S57. 

Conrad  J.  Crounce  graduated  from  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1845;  fn-st  located  in  Kno.wille, 
and  came  to  Clarksville  in  1862. 

Dr.  M.  S.   Dayton  also  located  at  Clarksville. 

Dr.  Israel  Day  practiced  medicine  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  town,  at  what  is  locally  know  as  Black 
Creek.  He  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Sager,  a  grad- 
uate of  Fairfield  Medical  College;  he  died  in  1859. 

Dr.  G.  V.  Voorhees  was  located  at  Voorheesville 
in  1870.  Dr.  A.  Oliver,  now  located  at  Voorhees- 
ville, is  a  graduate  of  Albany  Medical  College  in 
1876,  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Hiram 
Becker. 

INDIANS. 

The  township  contains  very  little  of  interest  in 
regard  to  its  Indian  history.  Tiie  two  most  impor- 
tant events  or  transactions  were  the  Van  Baal  deed, 
given  by  four  Mohawk  Chiefs,  and  the  deed  to 
Tunis  Slingerland,  signed  by  three  Indiaas.  In 
many  localities  the  farmer  throws  up  with  the  plow- 
relics  of  Indian  workmanship,  as  flint  arrow-heads, 
implements  of  flint  with  sharp  edges  for  cutting 
wood  and  skinning  of  animals,  long  round  stones 
used  in  pounding  corn,  and  other  curiosities.  In- 
dians were  quite  numerous  through  the  town,  and 
their  trails  extended  from  the  Mohawk  and  Scho- 
harie valleys.  They  crossed  the  Helderbergs  by 
means  of  trees  felled  against  the  precipitous  rocks, 
which  were  called  "  Indian  ladders,"  or  by  a  few 
narrow  defiles,  yet  used  in  gaining  the  summit. 
The  Helderbergs  afforded  secret  resorts  and 
skulking  places  for  the  Indians  and  Tories,  into 
which  they  could  hide  and  thus  elude  discovery. 
They  had  camping  grounds  on  the  Tawaseniha,  or 


Norman's  Kill;  in  the  valley  aK >ng  the  Helderbergs; 
'  at  Clarksville;  on  ihe  Hotaling  farms,  extending  all 
-  along  the  Onisquethau  Creek,  and  the  Slingerlaml 
flats.    Alter  i8co  they  broke  up  and  lived  in  >mall 
companies,  building  rude  huts,  which  they  would 
abandon,  and  then  wander  to  some  odier  locality, 
erect   huts   in    the    neighborhood    of  farmer.?, 
from   whom  they  expected  to  live  by  begging 
or  the  sale  of  their  handiwork,  the  j)roceeds  of 
which  were  only  too  often  squandered  for  w  hisky. 
Civilization    is  incongenial  to  their  natures,  and 
their  intermixture  w  ith  negroes  lost  to  them  their 
.ethnological  characteristics;  they  assumed  habits 
and  names  of  the  whites.    Harmanus,  Isaac,  Jerry, 
Davy,  John,  Shoppy,  Ginny,  Becky  and  Sarah  were 
CL>mmon.     The  last  time  the  writer  saw  anj-  of 
;  these  half-breeds  was  in  1S42. 

ORCHARD.S. 

Apple  trees  were  planted  upon  many  farms,  two 

I  hundred  years  ago;  whether  by  the  Indians  or 
whites  is  not  known.     In  a  few  orchards  some  of 

;  these  trees  are  yet  standing.  The  farms  south  of 
New  Salem  were  settled  by  Jan  Braat,  and  on  the 

'  farm  now  owned  by  R.  Markle  is  one  of  these  an- 
cient trees,  which  measures  thirteen  feet  four  inches 
in  circumference.  The  writer  has  heard  an  old 
man,  now  dead,  who  was  born  in  1760,  say  these 
trees  were  as  large  around  as  a  barrel  when  he 

j  could  first  remember  seeing  them;  as  his  grand- 
father lived  on  these  premises,  the  trees  must  be  at 

i  least  two  hundred  years  old.    Many  other  orchards 

I  in  the  town  give  evidence  of  great  age. 

I 

I  GRAVE-VARDS. 

It  seems  to  have  been  the  custom  through  the 
town  for  almost  every  family  to  have  their  dead 
!  buried  upon  their  own  farm  or  premises.  There  are 
I  yet  upon  many  farms  grave-stones  or  other  monu- 
;  ments  that  mark  the  resting  places  of  those  who  died 
beyijnd  the  recollection  of  any  li\  ing;  but  few  have 
any  inscription  from  which  to  learn  the  date.  Many 
of   these  burial  places  have  pa.ssed    from  their 
j  original  owners,  and  are  cultivated  with  the  ad- 
!  joining  lano.  Soon  not  a  vestige  of  them  will  re- 
main.   Cemeteries  are  being  substituted,  of  which 
!  there  are  four  in  the  town,  as  more  appropriate 
and  enduring. 


THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  SCOTLAND. 


HON.  HIRAM  BECKER,   M.  D. 

Hon.  Hiram  Becker,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wright,  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  January 
22,  1840,  and  is  now  (1S85)  in  his  forty-sixth 
year.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
neip:hborhood  and  afterward  entered  the  old 
Gallupville  Academy,  where  many  other  men  of 
mark  in  this  section  were  educated,  wholly  or  in 
part.  Later,  he  was  a  student  for  a  time  at  the 
Schoharie  Academy  in  1S57  and  1S58.  After 
completing  his  studies  there  he  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medicine,  passing  the  years  1862-64, 
until  his  graduation,  at  the  Albany  ^Medical  Col- 
lege, in  the  meantime  teaching  school  as  occasion 
offered  and  his  plans  ])ermitted.  He  soon  estab- 
lished a  medical  practice  both  large  and  lucrative, 
locating  in  time  at  New  Salem,  and  takes  rank  as 
one  of  the  best  read  and  most  skillful  physicians 
and  surgeons  in  Albany  County.  Dr.  Becker  was 
reared  in  the  Republican  faith,  politically,  and  has 
never  departed  from  it.  He  has  gained  a  promi- 
nent place  in  the  counsels  of  his  party,  both  in  his 
town  and  county,  though  he  is  not  and  never  has 
been  an  oflicc-seeker ;  but  his  abilities  have  been 
recognized  by  his  repeated  elections  to  the  super- 


visorship  of  New  .Scotland  and  his  election,  in 
1 883,  to  represent  the  Second  Assembly  District  of 
Albany  County  (consisting  of  the  Tenth.  Eleventh, 
Fourteenth,  Sixteenth  ancl  Seventeenth  wards  of  the 
city  of  Albany,  anil  the  towns  of  Guilderland. 
Knox  and  New  Scotland)  in  the  Legislature.  In  the 
latter  instance  his  popularity  was  attested  by  a 
majoiity  of  707  over  the  vote  cast  for  his  opponent 
(Francis  Freckleton,  a  Democrat),  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  in  the  previous  year  (1882)  the  Democratic 
j)lurality  in  the  district  had  been  324.  In  his 
legislative  capacity  Dr.  Becker  served  with  credit 
to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents,  belli 
on  the  floor  of  the  house  and  on  .several  important 
committees.  It  is  but  his  due  to  state  that  he  was 
otTercd  the  nomination  lor  re-election,  but  declined 
it  in  favor  of  the  gentleman  who  became  his  suc- 
cessor, i)referring  to  de\ote  his  time  and  energies 
to  his  increasing  profc>>ional  duties  to  longer 
taking  active  part  in  public  affairs. 

Dr.  Becker  is  essentially  a  self-made  man,  for 
,  by  his  own  exertions  he  has  concpiercd  those  difli- 
\  culties  which  cumber  the  pathway  to  success  and 
1  won  an  enviable  position  in  his  profession  and 
I  amc^ng  his  fellow  men.  He  is  a  cl'>se  student 
I  of  passing  events  and  takes  a  worthy  and  mi  i>t  in- 
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telli.i^ent  iiUcrcsi  in  all  tliin^^s  which  in  any  manner 
affutt  the  welfare  of  his  town,  countv  and  cnuntry. 
His  niind  is  of  a  liberal  cast  and  his  SN'nipathies 
with  mankind  are  broad  and  earnest.  As  a  man 
and  a  citizen  he  c<)mmands  undisputed  respect 
from  all  classes,  and  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life 
he  is  just,  zealous  and  helpful. 

HIRAM  Cr-IOUNSE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Hiram  Croi  nse,  now  residini^  at  Clarksville, 
Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  in  1820,  in  the 
town  of  Sharon,  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.  In 
1836  he  moved  to  Albany  County,  and  in  1S47  he 
graduated  in  medicine  from  the  Castleton  (Yer- 
mont)  Medical  College,  since  which  time  he  has 
continually  practiced.  His  standing  among  the 
medical  fraternity  is  deservedly  hiqh,  and  he  has  a 
large  and  successful  firactice.  He  takes  first  rank 
as  a  man  and  a  citizen,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  respected  men  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  countv. 


We  take  pleasure  in  making  mentii)n  of  the  fol- 
lowing citizens,  who,  by  their  guaranteed  support, 
have  helped  to  insure  the  publication  of  this  valua- 
ble work:  Hiram  Becker,  A.  (}.  Lansing,  Jacob 
M.  Krwin,   Hiram  Crounsc,   Leond.  J.  Applebee, 


Henr\-  H.  Mead,  Jno.  II  Yan  Natlan,  C.  Slinger- 
land,  Eph.  Houglitaling.  Peter  Yan  Attan.  John 
Le  B(euf,  Jno.  Y.  Leonard,  jas.  H.  Loucks.  Henry 
Brate.  Henry  Creble,  Kdwin  \'eddcr.  \Vm.  South- 
ard. ^Michael  Slinijerland,  Samuel  Patlon,  Teunis 
Slingerland,  Fredk.  R.  Gardner,  D.  D.  L.  Mc- 
Culloch,  Hester  Slingeiiand,  James  J.  Arnold, 
Hiram  Wiltsie,  John  Johnson.  Caih.  Van  Der- 
poole,  Yanderzec  La  Grange,  W  in.  I.  Spore.  Mrs. 
Marv  ^lead,  Isaac  Winston,  Mary  Bradt,  John  H. 
vScutt,  jno.  A.  Pangborn,  Wm.  B.  Yan  Alten.  D. 
Y.  S.  liaynsford.  Albert  La  Grange,  Jno.  H.  Fitch. 
Peter  J.  Fuller.  Albeitus  Becker.  Alex.  Reid,  Al- 
mon  Barton,  |.  |.  Wademan.  P'lias  M.  Gallop, 
Andrew  Johnson,  F.  B.  La  Grange,  N.  A.  De 
Long,  Frederick  R.  Gardner. 

Henry  H.  Mead,  a  farmer,  fifty  years  of  age,  re- 
siding at  Onisquelhau. 

F.  R.  G.vRDNER  is  proprietor  of  saw-mill  and 
lumber  business;  established  in  Clarksville  since 
1853- 

Leonard  \.  Appi.ebv  is  a  farmer,  born  in  184  i: 
lives  in  a  tenement  house  in  the  place  he  now  owns; 
married  in  1S61  to  Rachel  r^I.  Ilalleiibeck. 
daughter  of  .A.  F.  Hallenbeck:  has  a  familv  of  eight 
children.  His  father  was  born  in  1S06;  died  1S57. 
His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Xancv  Swartwout. 
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Joiix  H.  Fitch,  D.,  physician  and  surgeon; 
established  in  New  Scotland  since  1S73. 

Hiram  Wiltsie  is  a  farmer,  and  cstablishetl  in 
Coeynians  since  1S50.  In  1847  he  married  Char- 
lotte E.  Schoonmalver,  daughter  of  Henry  V. 
Schoonmaker,  of  Ikthlchem;  tliey  have  six  chil- 
dren. In  1863  they  moved  from  Cocymans  to 
Jerusalem,  town  of  Xcw  Scotland,  where  they  now 
reside.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  farmers  ni  the 
town. 

John  H.  Scitt  is  a  farmer  in  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  the  town  of  New  Scotland.  About  the  year 
1790  his  great-grandfather,  Philip  Scutt,  settled  on 
this  farm,  where  he  li\ed  and  died.  He  had  two 
sons,  Jolni  and  Philip,  who  also  died  here. 

Samuel  Patto.n" — John,  Robert,  and  William  Pat- 
ton,  brothers,  were  born  in  the  norili  (jf  Ireland,  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  came  to  Albany  in  1S25, 
and  after  four  years  removed  to  the  town  of  New 
Scotland.  Mr.  Samuel  Palton,  son  of  Robert  Pat- 
ton,  inherits  many  of  the  higher  qualities  of  his  pa- 


rents and  Scotch  ancestry.  He  has  been  called  to  rep- 
resent this  town  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  one 
term,  and  refused  to  accept  a  re-election.  He  has 
served  the  town  as  clerk,  and  is  the  eflicieni  secretary 
of  the  Town  Insurance  Association,  lie  is  an 
lu.inorable,  upright  and  highly  respected  citizen. 

Jacob  IMartin  Erwin  was  born  at  New  Saleni, 
and  is  of  Scotch-Irish  and  Holland  descent.  At 
the  first  sound  of  secession,  in  1861,  he  was  lircd 
\vith  youthful  patriotism  and  zeal  for  the  safety  of 
his  country,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1S61,  he,  with 
others  of  this  village,  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
91st  Regiment,  N.  Y.  V.  After  returning  from  the 
army,  he  resumed  his  business  of  shoemaking,  for 
a  short  time,  and  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  New  Salem,  with  Conrad  ]\Pathias, 
whose  daughter,  Amanda,  he  married,  in  1867. 
lie  has  never  held  any  public  oflice  but  that  of 
postmaster,  which  he  iiov,-  fills  ;  is  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of  his  party  principles,  and  is  respected  by  all 
classes  as  a  citizen  worthy  of  their  confidence  and 
esteem.  -   .,  . 
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By  ]S'OIlIVX^4,.^r   W.   K.^UJLKE,  Esq.. 


CHAPTER  I. 

'1^11  IS  town  derived  its  name  from  Stephen  Van 
1  Rensselaer,  then  proprietor  and  landlord  of 
the  manor  of  Rensselaerwick,  upon  which  the  town 
was  located.  The  town  was  settled  chiefly  by  immi- 
grants from  New  England.  The  first  survey  was 
made  in  1787  by  Van  Rensselaer's  agent,  and  from 
his  statement  we  obtain  the  names  of  the  inhabitants 
living  on  the  land  or  having  made  improvements 
thereon  and  number  of  the  lots,  viz. : 

Commencing  in  southwest  portion  of  the  town, 
on  lot  No.  7  was  Peter  Plank;  No.  8,  Peter  West; 
No.  9,  Charles  Edwards;  No.  1 1,  Gershom  Stevens; 
No.  24,  Hendrick  Young;  No.  25,  Peter  Shoemaker; 
No.  26,  Peter  Becker;  No.  37,  Wm.  Showerman; 
No.  43,  Peter  Emerick;  No.  4=;,  Peter  Bassor;  No. 
47,  John  Ellis;  No.  56,   Peter  [Miller;  No.   66,  ; 
Bastian  Smith  (2d  ward  of  Preston  Hollow);  No. 
70,  Samuel  Howe;  No.  84,  Andricks  Huyck  (ist  j 
ward  Preston  PIoUow);  No.  88-89,  Curtis  Cleveland  I 
and  Jesse  Pierce;  No.  90.  Abel  Mudge;  No.  92,  \ 
Johanis  Hagadorn;  No.   102,   Peter  Nouck;  No. 
103,  Derrick  Van  Dyke  (now  John  Hess);  No.  , 
ic8.  John  Pierce;  No.  109,  Sylvester  Pierce;  No. 
Ill,  Daniel  Cooper;  No.   125,   Abicr  Trcmain; 
No.  127,  Caleb  Pierce;  No.  128,  Daniel  .Mudge; 
No.  131,  Daniel  Cooper;  No.  145,  Thos.  Farring^ 
ton;  No.  147,  Samuel  IMartin  and  Josiah  Skinner;  1 
No.  14S,  Daniel  Mudge;  No.  149,  George  Van  { 


Benson;  No.  167,  Green;  No.  168,  John  Coons; 
Nos.  169-170,  Jonathan  Skinner;  W.  Pt.  of  No. 
1 8 1,  Bela  Phelps;  No.  1S6,  Thos.  Brown,  Adam 
Coons,  Niel  ?*IcFalls;  No.  iSS,  Reuben  Bump>, 
Philemon  Fee,  Hezekiah  Dibble;  No.  204,  Hen- 
drick Rhoda,  Samuel  Nicholls;  No.  209,  Reuben 
Bumps;  No.  210,  Bela  Cook;  No.  223,  Jonathan 
Edwards;  No.  224,  Alanson  Sexton,  Andries  Asher; 
No.  225,  Andries  Asher,  ^Michael  Brant,  Ashcl 
Culver;  No.  226,  John  Rascone;  No.  227,  Nathan 
Hatch,  Tonathan  Crocker;  No.  243,  Widc)w  Becker; 
No.  247,  Daniel  Cooper,  Becker  and  Staats;  No. 
263,  James  Borthwick;  No.  247,  Joseph  Lincoln 
and  John  Rainier;  No.  28 1,  east  part,  James 
Broyce;  No.  282,  John  Heron;  No.  2S3,  John 
Flunter;  No.  284,  no  name  given;  No.  302, 
Samuel  Ramsey;  No.  303,  John  Hunter;  No.  350. 
George  Ramsey;  No.  351,  John  Connell. 

IMichael  Brant,  a  German,  from  Schoharie 
County,  lived  in  the  town  on  lot  No.  225  (the  pres- 
ent residence  of  Wm.  Chapman)  during  the  revo- 
lution. 

About  the  year  17S3,  John  Coons,  from  Colum- 
bia County,  squatted  on  lot  168.  \\'hen  he  lo- 
cated there,  there  was  but  one  house  standing  on 
the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Rensselaerville. 
Silas  Sweat,  a  very  early  settler,  came  in  fnun  West 
Stockbridge,  Ma.ss. ,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  about 
one  mile  east  of  Rensselaerville. 
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Apollos  INIoore,  from  ritl:sficld,  INIass.,  settled 
about  two  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Rensselaer-, 
ville  in  17S5.  He  came  on  foot,  while  his  wife 
rode  a  horse  (which  cost  five  dollars)  and  carried 
all  their  [property,  ^tr.  ?iIoore  became  a  leading 
citizen,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Supervisor,  and 
finally  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  of 
Albany  County,  which  oflice  he  held  until  70  years 
old.  He  made  an  able  judge.  Pie  also  kept  a 
store  at  his  farm  and  had  a  large  custom  grist-mill 
in  the  village.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  revolution, 
having  enlisted  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Pie  died  in 
1840,  at  the  age  76,  leaving  a  good  record,  and 
honored  for  his  integrity  as  justice  and  judge. 

Gerardus  Drake,  ancestor  of  the  present  Drake 
family,  settled  near  the  present  site  of  Potter's 
Hollow  in  1803.  He  came  here  from  Dutchess 
County,  New  York.  John  Drake  came  in  1808, 
and  settled  at  Potter's  PIollow.  He  became  an  in- 
fluential man  and  prominent  in  the  Society  of 
"Friends,"  a  society  which  sprang  up  in  that 
section  of  the  town,  having  a  church  in  Potter's 
Hollow  and  at  Smith's  Corners.  Abram  and 
Jeremiah  Young  and  Aaron  ^^'innie,  from  Ulster 
County,  settled  near  Potter's  Hollow  in  1790. 
Stephen  Treadwell,  an  eminent  minister  of  the 
Friends  Church,  in  1816,  settled  upon  a  frrm  near 
Potter's  Hollow.  He  was  the  father  of  Hon.  Val- 
entine Treadwell,  now  living  in  Potter's,  the  latter 
havmgheld  many  important  positions,  as  Assembly- 
man, Senator,  Supervisor,  United  States  Revenue 
Assessor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Joseph  Lincoln,  John  Reusior,  with  several 
brothers  by  the  name  of  Hatch,  settled  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  about  17S7,  one  of 
whom  built  a  house,  for  many  years  know  n  as  the 
"  Hatch  house."  A  little  way  south  of  the  present 
site  of  the  village  of  Rensselaerville  was  the  tannery, 
store,  etc.,  of  Pcckham  Griggs.  This  was  called  in 
early  days  Peck  ham  Hollow.  Here  the  late  Judge 
Rufus  W.  Peckham  and  his  brother  George  were 
reared  to  manhood.  Rufus  taught  school  in  this 
town  until  he  studied  law.  They  were  afterwards 
well  known  in  Albany  as  the  law  firm  of  Peckham 
&  Colt.  Colt  was  a  brother-in-law.  All  of  that  law 
firrh  are  now  dead. 

Rufus  W.  Peckham  became  an  eminent  lawvcr 
at  the  bar  of  Albany,  was  Congressman,  Supreme 
Court  Justice,  Jiulge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
was  drowned  in  the  MUe  du  steamer  accident 

a  few  \ears  ago.  His  son,  Rufus  W.  Peckham,  is 
now  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  li\ing  in  Albanv 

Later,  ~S\x.  Lester  succeeded  the  Peckhams  in  the 
tannery  business,  ui)on  the  farm  now  owned  by 


Joseph  Pullman.     The  first  settler  in  the  village 
of  Rensselaer\  illc  was  Samuel  Jenkins,  whu  came 
I  there,  February  22,  17S8,  and  in  the  following 
1  April  erected  the  first  dwelling  house,  and  later  the 
I  first  grist-mill. 

Capt.  Daniel  Shay,  known  as  the  leader  of  what 
was  called  the  Shay's  rebellion"  in  Massachusetts, 
fled  from  that  State  and  settled  in  the  south- 
western portion  of  this  town,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Preston  Hollow,  in  1795,  at  its  early  settlement. 
After  purchasing  a  firm  near  there  (  the  f\rm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Edward  Lounsbury),  Shay 
purchased  the  farm  of  David  Williams,  who  was 
one  of  the  captors  of  [Major  .\ndre.  Shay's  son,  also 
named  Daniel,  afterward  became  a  leading  citizen 
and  business  man  in  Preston  Hollow. 

Major  John  Edwards,  a  revolutionary  officer, 
settled,  lived  and  died  at  Preston  Hollow. 

The  principal  streams  are  the  Catskill  Creek  and 
its  tributaries.  Scrub,  Fox,  Ten-]\Iile  and  Eight- 
]\Iile  creeks  and  Willow  Brook.  There  is  a 
sulphur  spring  on  the  farm  early  known  as  the 
"Gardner  farm,"  now  owned  by  W.  S.  White. 

CHURCHES. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  at  Rensselaerville  was 
organized  in  1793.  Rev.  Samuel  Fuller  was  the 
first  pastor.  The  first  Sabbath  spent  in  town  was 
April  14,  1793,  when  he  made  the  following  rec- 
ord in  his  first  journal:  "This  is  a  new  settle- 
ment, and  they  have  no  meeting  house.  The 
trustees  applied  to  me  to  preach  for  them  three 
Sabbaths  longer,  which  I  agreed  to  do."  In 
November  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to  settle  at 
this  place.  He  was  to  receive  £\oo  settlement, 
and  /'50  a  year  till  it  makes /"So.  The  ordination 
took  place,  Jairuary  23,  1794.  The  ser\ices  were 
held  in  a  log  building,  occupied  temporarily  as  a 
meeting  house,  which  stood  in  the  southwest  corner 
of  what  was  afterward  Elder  Fuller's  orchard  (of 
late  belonging  to  Wm.  Aley,  deceased).  It  was  origi- 
nally a  dwelling  house,  with  two  rooms,  but  by  re- 
moving the  chimney  and  putting  a  rude  pulpit  in 
its  stead  on  the  western  side,  it  was  converted  into 
a  place  of  worship.  The  day  of  the  ordination 
was  stormy,  and  the  snow  driven  through  the  crev- 
ices so  moistened  the  hands  of  Mr.  Judson,  the  or- 
I  daining  minister,  that  the  prints  of  his  thumb  still 
I  remain  upon  the  Pible  used  on  the  occasion.  In 
February  Mr.  Fuller  removed  his  family  to  this 
I  town,  and  from  the  Sth  day  of  February  to  .\pril 
I  10  he  lived  in  the  house  with  Samuel  Nichols, 
'  which  stood  on  lot  No.  204,  about  one-third  of  a 
mile  north  of  what  has  long  been  called  the  "  Red 
House,"  west  of  Fuller's  place.  The  building  was 
1  a  log  cabin  of  two  small  rooms,  with  a  trough  roof. 

The  apartment  occupied  l)y  Rev.  Mr.  Fuller  had 
I  but  one  window,  containing  but  four  lights,  covered 
I  with  oiled  paper  instead  of  glass,  and  was  so  con- 


1  ii^rr/       !  - 

■  ,   c'::. \  ,                   -.ii            ...rj'w  .-iy.vj. 

"     i  ■  ■    ■■  -■-  -'■           ■  i  i>  -      'i.!.'  -jli      .O^Z:.''---  iii'.-  i;i 

■  -•'                  -       ^■■•i^         ■   -  "  -     ■             70-  f.->;ur^;.!i 

■  '  ■  ■-            ■              ^  ■■■■              ^   ■            -  ^yA:}:;h 


:  :      \        I  75.;    f.l  '  I  !'■!!        -r'nr'.:\o':-Ai  ,7/  Sifm/l 


.,-11 


THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  RENSSELAERVILLE. 


structed  that  after  meals  they  were  obliged  to  put 
the  table  upon  the  bed,  and  the  only  space  allowed 
him  for  a  study  was  in  the  corner  of  the  room, 
where  a  board  laid  upon  the  head  of  a  barrel  served 
him  for  a  writing-  tlesk.  The  settlement  being  new 
antl  furniture  nut  easily  obtained,  the  cradle  for 
their  child  was  the  halfwf  a  basswood  log,  hollowed 
out  for  that  purpose.  In  the  spring  he  removed 
from  his  uncomfortable  quarters  at  Mr.  Nicholls' 
to  what  is  now  the  middle  room  (.if  the  house  for 
many  years  occupieti  by  ^latthew  Mulford.  The 
Rev.  Samuel  P'ulier  ccMitinued  pastor  of  this  church 
for  sixteen  years,  when  he  united  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  ant!  became  the  founder  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Rensselaerville. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1796,  the  frame  of  the  first 
house  of  worship  of  the  Presbyterians  was  raiseil, 
and  completed  during  the  next  summer.  It  stood 
ui)on  the  hill  near  the  late  residence  of  Rufus 
Bouton,  lately  deceased,  nearly  a  mile  west  of  the 
Fuller  place  (late  \\'m.  Aley's).  The  lirst  service 
was  held  therein,  September  11,  the  site  being  a 
few  rods  west  of  the  house  of  late  known  as  Rufus 
Bouton's,  and  about  ten  miles  southwest  of  the 
village.  That  point  was  then  the  locadon  of  the 
village,  there  being  but  a  few  houses  in  the  place 
now  known  as  Rensselaerville.  It  was  a  grand  site 
for  a  church.  From  it  on  a  clear  day  they  could 
look  into  four  States,  and,  standing  in  the  doorwav, 
they  might  see  the  Berkshire  Hills  and  the  Highlands 
of  Connecticut,  where  so  many  of  them  were  born, 
while  all  about  them  were  the  homes  they  had 
made.  To  be  sure,  it  had  neither  steeple,  nor  tower, 
nor  turret,  nor  had  they  any  bell  to  call  them  to 
worship,  but  there  was  a  pulpit  inside,  which  was 
an  object  of  universal  veneration.  It  was  quite  an 
imposing  structure,  fronting  the  door,  pushed  high 
up  on  the  wall,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  da\s, 
and  approached  by  a  long  flight  of  steps.  Ba'ck 
of  the  pulpit  a  window,  and  over  the  minister's 
head  hung  a  sounding  board.  Under  the  pulpit 
was  the  "  Deacons' seat, "  where  these  dignitaries 
of  the  church  sat  facing  the  audience,  with  due 
solemnity  of  countenance.  The  building  itself  was 
a  neat,  well-finished  edifice,  substandally  the  same 
as  the  present  academy  at  Rensselaerville.  There 
were  diree  doors — one  opposite  the  pulpit,  and  one 
on  each  side.  The  gallery  ran  around  on  three 
sides.  The  pews  were  square,  so  that  i)art  of  die 
occupants  sat  with  their  backs  to  the  minister.  On 
a  Siibbath  morning  the  people  came  from  miles 
around  in  every  direction  up  lo  the  house  of  God. 
For  many  a  year  it  was  on  horseback  that  they 
came,  the  husband  riding  in  front  and  the  wife 
seated  on  a  pillion  behind  him,  with  perhaps  a 
child  in  her  arms.  There  were  two  ser\ices,  with 
a  short  intermission,  during  which  the  people  re- 
freshed themselves  with  lunch  brought  from  their 
homes,  and  then  talked  over  the  last  news  about 
George  Washington  and  King  George,  for  whom 
some  still  had  a  slight  feeling  of  loyalty.  Mr. 
Fuller,  their  minister,  was  a  man  of  ability,  seldom 
preaching  without  notes.  In  early  days  Deacon 
Woodford  and  Deacon  Camp  oth'ciated.  and  are 
fondly  remembered  b\  many  of  our  citizens  of  the 


present  day.    The  former  lived  near  the  school- 
liouse,  and  his  house  is  still  standing.  Between 
the  years  iSio  and  1818  die  village  on  the  hill  de- 
creased, while  that  in  the  valley  grew  and  prospered. 
Mills  and  manufactories  clustered  along  the  stream, 
and  it  soon  became  evident  to  the  people  that  they 
must   leave  the  pleasant  site  their  fathers  chose 
for  a  church,  and  move  their  buildings  down  into 
the  valley.    Of  those  who  worshiped  in  this  edifice 
almost  all  sleep  in  their  graves.     Vet  there  are  still- 
a  few  who  can  just  remember  going  to  the  old 
church  on  the  hill.    A  lot  was  [uirchased,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1813  die  building  was  moved  to  its 
present  location,  where  it  is  known  as  the  Rens- 
selaerville Academy.     During  the  time  of  its  re- 
moval services  were  he'd  sometimes  at  Deacon 
Woodford's  and  sometimes  at  Mr.  Watson's  hotel  in 
the  village.    The  church  was  poor,  and  it  was  with 
the  greatest  difficulty  that  it  could  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  removal.       Daniel   Conklin.  Nichols 
Cornell  and  Deacon  Woodford  were  very  acdve 
in  raising  funds  and  forwarding  the  work.  Finally 
Deacon  Woodford  went  to  Albany  and  told  the 
brethren  of.  this  faith  in  that  city  how  the  ex- 
pense had  been  more  than  double  the  esdmate  of 
$600,  and  that  the  church  was  $190  in  debt,  which 
they  could  not  raise  and  support  preaching.  Tlie 
j  good  Deacon  went  zealously  at  work  in  the  city, 
but  having  tailed  to  take  out  a  license,  he  was 
arrested  by  a  constable,  who  led  him  to  the  Mayor's 
office,  where  the  Deacon  pleaded  his  own  cause  so 
nobly  that  not  only  did  the  Mayor  discharge  him 
and  give  him  a  license,  but  also  sent  him  on  his 
way  rejoicing  with  a  liberal  subscription.  With 
such  a  name  at  the  head  of  his  paper,  he  met  with 
great  success.    This  church  was  dedicated,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1815.     Rev.  Seth  Williston,  of  Dur- 
ham, delivered  the  sermon  on  that  occasion.  It 
was  during  the  second  period  of  the  church  that 
the  site  of  the  edifice,  not  being  satisfactory,  being 
'  on  the  edge  of  the  village,  on  a  steep  eminence. 
I  difficult  of  access,  and  cold  in  winter,  and  the  in- 
habitants desiring  the  edifice  for  an  academy,  the 
I  money  for  a  new  structure  was  raised,  and  in  the 
i  summer  of  1842  the  foundations  were  laid,  and  the 
enterprise  vigorously  prosecuted.     Its  success  was 
due  to  the  liberality  and  enterprise   of  several 
wealthy  citizens,  among  whom  were  Mr.  Gordon 
Conklin  and  Mr.  Abram  Dayton  and  others.  The 
present  church  was  dedicated,  December  6,  1843, 
I  Rev.  Marcus  Smith,  a  former  j^astor,  olliciating. 
i       The  Episcopal  Church   in  Rensselaerville  was 
I  organized  and  founded   by  Rev.  Samuel  Fuller. 
!  Februarv  20.    181 1.    Services  were  held  in  the 
i  chamber  of  Rufus  Watson's  house  until  the  lail  of 
I   iSi2.    The  first  wardens  were  Jacob  Wood  antl 
!  Allen  Durant,  and  the  vestrymen,  Asa  Colvard, 
I  Jonathan  Jenkins,  Josiah  Watson,  Jesse  Hollister, 
I  Ezra  Lester,  Apollos  Moore,  Elijah  Griggs  am! 
j  Icliabod  Peck.    The  first  church  edifice  was  con- 
secrated, October  2,  18 15.  and  cost  about  .S3.0C0. 
I  The  present  edifice  will  seat  about  200,  and  is 
valued  at  S^.coo. 

The  Bapti>t  Church  in  the  village  of  Preston 
Hollow  was  organized  about  1793,  and  even  had 
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an  existence  as  early  as  1790.  The  first  meetings 
were  held  in  a  log  school-house  near  the  site  of  the 
jtresent  residence  of  Hiram  Ivelscy.  In  1S21  an 
edifice  was  erected,  situated  on  the  bankofp'ox 
creek,  near  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Nor- 
man Powell,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
village.  The  building  \vas  a  frame  one,  sided  up, 
but  not  plastered  or  fmishcd  in  the  interior.  In 
the  year  1SS3  this  building  was  taken  down  and 
anc)tlier  church  edifice  erected  out  of  it  upon  the 
knoll  near  the  present  school-house  in  the  village, 
where  its  members  worshipei-1  down  to  iS4^>,  when 
the  })resent  commodious  church  was  erected,  cost- 
ing $6,000.  The  church  has  had  the  following 
pastors  in  the  order  named:  In  1793,  Ekler  Green; 
then  followed  Revs,  fohn  Winans,  John  Cooper, 
James  INIackey,  Seth  Paddock,  John  I.  Teeple, 
Chas.  Randall,  Harvey  Cornwall,  Hiram  Haynes, 
Wm.  S.  Apsey,  |.  Ferris,  Leonard  Smith,  D. 
B.  Collins,  J.  B.  Pixley, '  M.  A.  Joslin,  Giles 
Humel  Hubbard,  the  latter  of  whom  is  the  pres- 
ent pastor.  Rev.  Seth  Paddock  held  the  pastor- 
ate for  the  longest  period.  He  was  born  in 
Dutchess  County  in  1785,  came  here  when  a  young 
man,  experienced  religion  and  united  with  this 
church.  The  church  finally  gave  him  a  license  to 
preach  the  gospel.  He  was  ordained  as  its  pastor 
and  served  it  i'uithfully  P^r  sixteen  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Durham,  where  he  was  pastor  of  a 
Baptist  church  thirteen  years.  He  died  October 
23,  1S79,  at  the  re.-iidcnce  of  his  .son-in-law,  j\Ir. 
G.  C.  Hubbard,  in  Preston  Hollow,  in  the  ninety- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  His  funeral  was  attended 
the  following  Sunday  by  a  large  concourse  of  peo- 
ple, when  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pixley,  preached 
and  Rev.  A.  M.  Cole,  of  E.  Durham  Church,  par- 
ticipated in  the  services. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  Rensselaerville  was 
erected  in  1797.  The  first  preachers  or  pastors 
were  Wm.  Stewart,  and  later  Rev.  Truman  Pieman, 
then  Rev.  Ephriam  Crocker,  whose  ministry  con- 
tinued until  1S36,  when  Rev.  Reuben  Wingar  be- 
came its  pastor,  and  then  the  new  present  church 
was  built.  Mr.  Wingar  was  a  very  acceptable 
pastor  for  many  }-ears,  when  he  removed  to  Am- 
sterdam, N.  Y. ,  where  he  siill  lives.  The  present 
pastor  is  Rev.  Mr.  Watcrburv. 

The  Society  of  Friends  had  two  societies,  one  at 
Smith's  Corners,  a  hamlet  with  a  Friends  church, 
which  has  been  taken  down  within  a  few  }ears. 

The  Friends  Society  and  meeting  house  at  Pot- 
ter's Hollow,  v.as  organized  about  1795,  with 
about  30  members.  I'he  first  preacher  was  Reuben 
Palmer.  The  first  house  of  worshi[)  was  erected  in 
i8c6;  the  present  church  in  1S18;  it  has  never 
had  over  forty  members.  The  last  preacher  was 
Israel  Drake,  a  very  good  man,  now  deceased. 

The  Methodist  Kpi.scopaI  Church  in  the  village 
of  Rensselaerville  is  a  very  large  organization  with 
a  C(jmmodious  edifice. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  ]\Iedusa  dates  its  or- 
ganization many  years  back.  The  people  of  that 
locality  first  held  their  meetings  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  afierward  in  the  Union  Church  until  in 
iS69  -'70,  wlien  the  society  erected  a  large  church 


in  the  village.  It  is  a  fine  edifice,  and  the  mem- 
bershi])  large. 

The  Christian  Church  in  ^vledusa  was  organized 
I  in  1830,  and  in  1835  its  members  held  services  in 
i  an  edifice  built  by  subscription  of  the  citizens  to 
j  be  used  by  different  sects  of  religion  for  their  wor- 
i  ship.  Previous  to  this  dme  this  organization  wor- 
I  shiped  in  the  school-house,  and  in  warm  weather 
i  they  held  their  meetings  in  Bedford's  barn,  now 
owned  by  C.  j.  Waldron,  I^sq. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Preston  Hollow  was 
organized  about  the  year  1840.  The  present  fine 
church  was  erected  in  1844.  This  church,  al- 
though its  history  does  not  reach  as  far  back  as 
i  that  of  sister  churches,  is  to-day  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  and  its  services  well  attended. 

VILLAGES. 

There  are  five  villages  in  the  town. 
Preston  Hollow  is  an  enterprising  and  thrifty 
village  in  the  southwestern  part,  situate  upon  the 
Catskill  Creek,  in  the  valley  of  the  Catskill,  near 
the  famous  mountains  of  that  name. 

A  few  years  ago  the  name  of  the  village  of  Pres- 
ton PIoUow  was  changed  to  Monclova.and  the  post 
ofi'ice  went  by  that  name  for  about  two  }'ears,  when 
by  consent  of  its  citizens,  its  name  was  changed 
back  again  to  its  old  name  of  Preston  Hollow. 

The  first  settlers  on  its  site,  Andricks  Huyck,  on 
lot  84,  and  Bastian  Smith,  on  lot  66.  The  founder 
of  the  village  was  Dr.  Samuel  Preston,  in  1798.  In 
the  year  1870  the  village  was  by  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature, incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  grading 
the  streets  and  making  sidewalks  and  planting 
shade  trees.  Stage  coaches  leave  the  village  daily, 
both  to  Catskill  and  to  Middleburgh.  It  is  13 
1  miles  from  ]\Iiddleburgh  and  24  from  Catskill.  Its 
population  by  the  last  census'  was  four  hundred. 
It  contains  two  fine  church  edifices,  a  Baptist 
and  Methodist;  a  large,  first-class  hotel,  M.  Murphy 
proprietor;  a  large  custom  flouring  mill,  owned  bv 
Lawrence  Faulk  &  Co.;  three  stores:  two  leather 
tanneries,  Devereux  &  Co. 's  sole  leather  tannery, 
and  Rivenbergh  Bros,  upper-leather  tannery;  a 
nourishing  village  school,  and  a  select  school  and 
literary  institute,  where  the  higher  branches  are 
taught:  two  millinery  shops;  a  photograph  gallery; 
a  foundry,  owned  by  Wm.  Morrison;  two  black- 
smith shops  ;  a  wagon  maker's  shop;  an  extensive 
harness  shop,  owned  by  A.  E.  Hinman; 
a  cooper  shop,  owned  by  R.  Vanakers; 
two  law  offices.  with  large  law  libraries, 
one  that  of  Xorman  W.  Faulk,  Esq.,  and  the  other 
of  Lawrence  Faulk.  The  village  derivetl  its  name 
from  Dr.  Preston,  its  founder.  It  has  a  Good 
Templars  Lodge,  with  a  large  roll  of  members;  a 
i  large,  fine  hall  for  lectures  and  exhibitions,  owned 
by  Benjamin  W  hite,  after  whom  the  hall  is  named. 
There  are  two  extensive  evaporators  for  drying 
apjiles  and  other  fruit,  lately  erected  by  Mr.  Beni. 
j  \Vhitc.  The  inhabitants  are  cliaracterized  by  their 
!  intelligence,  eiicrgy.  sobriety  and  enterprise. 
I  Among  its  early  business  men  and  earlie>l  settlers 
I   were  Daniel  Shaw  In,    David   l.'iav enport,  Ahin 
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THE  TOWXSHIP  OF  REXSSELAERVILLE. 


Devereux,  Sr.,  Tlicodore  Devereux,  Henry  Ricker- 
son,  Samuel  Preston,  James  G.  Clark,  Kbeiiezer 
White,  Judge  Robert  \V.  Murphy  and  Reuben 
Palmer,  further  mention  of  wluim  will  be  given 
hereafter  under  the  general  hisiory  of  the  south- 
west portion  of  the  town. 

2.  Medusa  is  in  tlie  east  portion  of  the  town,  on 
the  "Ten-Mile  Creek."  It  was  first  sett'ed  in 
1783  by  Uriah  Hall  and  his  son  Joshua.  The 
place  for  many  years  bore  the  name  of  "  Hall's 
Mills, '' from  the  parties  just  named.  Uriah  Hall 
and  his  son  took  a  lease  from  Van  Rensselaer  of 
many  lots  covering  the  site  of  the  village  and  vicin- 
ity. Hall  erected  the  first  grist-mill  and  dwelling 
here;  he  also  was  the  proprietor  of  the  first  store 
here,  and,  being  a  thorough  business  man,  he  ob- 
tained a  large  trade  through  the  neighborhood. 
He  caused  a  school-house  to  be  erected  in  the 
early  times,  that  attracted  settlers  and  business. 
Joshua  Hall  continued  in  business  here  until  i8c6, 
when  he  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  tree  falling 
upon  him  while  he  was  chopping  wood  upon  one 
of  iiis  farms,  now  owned  by  Walter  Doolittle.  His 
son  married  a  sister  of  \Vm.  R.  Tanner.  The 
elder  Hall  had  now  become  too  old  to  manage 
business  affairs,  and  his  retirement  was  a  serious 
check  to  the  growth  of  the  village.  Joseph  Hall, 
in  1785,  settled  upon  the  farm  afterward  owned 
by  Willet  Mackey,  and  now  owned  by  his  son, 
Alexander  W.  Mackey,  at  the  east  end  of  the 
village. 

In  1785  William  Hall  settled  upon  the  farm 
a  little  east  of  the  village,  being  the  Edward 
Frost  farm.  Job  Tanner  was  also  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  that  section.  He  had  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  of  whom  married  and  reared 
families.  Most  of  them  removed  to  the  west. 
Judge  William  R.  Tanner  is  a  descendant  of  him, 
and  still  resides  at  this  village,  where  he  was  born 
and  reared.  His  frther  was  a  farmer  and  man  of 
business.  Wm.  R.  Tanner  has  been  Supervisor  of 
the  town,  also  an  associate  judge  on  the  bench, 
and  lor  many  years  has  held  the  ollice  of  justice 
of  the  Peace.  He,  too,  is  a  farmer,  and  has  been 
an  extensive  owner  of  mill  property.  He  is  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen,  a  leading  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  through  his  energy  has 
caused  a  commodious  church  to  be  erected  there 
for  that  denomination.  He  lives  upon  tire  farm 
where  his  father  lived  and  died.  The  village  of 
late  years  has  much  improved  in  appearance,  and 
has  a  population  of  about  200. 

Daniel  Doolittle  was  one  of  the  early  settlers. 
He  married  the  widow  of  Joshua  Hall  and  had 
sons,  Talmadge  and  Walter  Doolittle.  In  iS?o 
the  name  uf  the  village  and  po.-)t-office  was  changed 
to  its  present  name,  "Medusa."  It  contains  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  and  a  Christian  church,  a 
hotel,  two  stores,  two  custom  mills  for  grain,  turn- 
ing works,  an  evaporator,  and  a  paper  mill  by 
John  Milton  &  Co.  Chas.  Delamaier,  son  of  Lu- 
cius, is  a  leading  bus'ness  man  and  successful 
merchant.  A  good  farming  country  surrountls  the 
village  with  its  post-oOice  and  carpenter  simp  and 
two  blacksmith  shops. 


3.  Cooksburg,  in  the  extreme  southwest  corner 
of  the  town,  is  a  small  village  of  abuut  fifty  inhab- 
itants. It  sprung  up  when  the  Catskill  and  Cana- 
joharie  Railroad  was  opened  to  its  site,  ami  in 
1S40  was  named  in  honor  of  Thomas  B.  Cook,  of 
Catskill,  a  leading  man  iu  that  railroad  enterprise. 
In  its  immediate  vicinity  at  that  time  were  two  ex- 
tensive sole  leather  tanneries,  one  owned  by  Mr. 
Hanil,  and  afterward  by  George  Bellamy;  the  othur 
by  S.  R.  Potter  lS:  Co.  These  tanneries  were  both 
burned  to  the  ground  many  years  ago  and  were 
never  rebuilt  John  W.  Couchman  is  a  resident  of 
the  village.  The  village  contains  two  drug  stores, 
a  hotel,  cooper,  undertaker  and  shoe  shops,  a  grist- 
mill and  cider  mill.  It  was  first  settled  by  Daniel 
Youngs  and  Garret  Snyder.  In  1S39  the  Catskill 
and  Canajoharie  Railroad  was  opened  to  this  place, 
twenty-three  miles  from  Catskill.  In  1S31  the 
compairy  was  organized,  and  in  1S36  contracts 
given  out,  and  amid  much  ceremony  ground  was 
broken  at  Catskill  in  the  latter  year.  In  1S3S  the 
proprietors  were  denounced  as  swindlers.  In  1S39 
the  road  was  opened  to  this  place,  at  which  time 
there  were  only  two  buildings  here,  one  the  present 
hotel,  then  kept  by  David  Young  (and  now  owned 
by  Wm.  Brazee),  and  the  large  unpainted  farm 
residence  of  Mr.  Garret  Snyder.  I'here  was  but 
one  sn^ail  engine  on  the  road,  called  the  "  Moun- 
taineer.'' and  when  once  it  needed  repairs  it  was 
shipped  to  Jersey  City,  and  then  drawn  by  oxen 
Q\ci  the  country  to  Paterson,  N.  J,,  where  the  lc>co- 
motive  works  were  located.  It  was  repaired,  sent 
back,  and  still  it  did  not  do  its  work.  It  was  re- 
turned to  Paterson  for  repairs,  antl  when  replaced 
on  the  track  it  still  refused  duty.  In  the  meantime 
the  management  was  getting  into  financial  difli- 
culty.  The  stock  was  -i^ i , 000. 000,  and  the  State 
had  pledged  its  credit  for  $200,000.  The  road 
was  finally  sold  to  the  "Cat.skill  Bank"  for 
$ri,oco,  and  the  man  who  took  it  otT  their  hamls 
finally  pulled  up  the  rails  and  sent  them  to  the 
junk  shop.  This  digression  is  introduced,  as 
Cooksburg  came  into  existence  through  tlie  Cats- 
kill  and  Canajoharie  Railroad,  and  we  were  com- 
pelled to  note  the  rise  and  fall  of  this  enterprise 
that  came  to  so  untimely  an  end. 

4.  Potters  Hollow  is  also  a  small  village,  lying 
in  the  extreme  west  part  of  the  town,  of  about  100 
inhabitants.  It  has  a  post-olllce.  hotel,  (,)uakcr 
church,  two  stores,  one  a  hardware  and  the  other 
for  general  merchandise.  It  was  first  settled  abi>ut 
1806.  It  is  the  home  of  ex-Senator  Valentine 
Treadwell.  who  has  been  Supervisor,  Assembly- 
man and  .'Senator,  and  is  now  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  His  farther,  Stephen  Treadwell.  was  an 
able  Friends  preacher  here.  Its  early  settlers  were 
the  Potters.  Samuel  and  Timothy,  from  whom  it 
derived  its  name.  Potter  Palmer,  the  C"hicag'> 
millionaire,  was  born  and  grew  to  manhood  here. 
He  is  the  proprietor  of  the  well-known  Palmer 
House  of  that  city.  His  father.  Benjamin  Palmer, 
was  an  exten>i\e  fanner  and  landowner,  and  re- 
puted wealthy.  lie  was  |ustice  of  the  Peace  and 
a  leading  citizen.  His  eldest  son,  Akins,  is  a 
wealthy  ami  highly  resjiected  citizen  of  this  village. 
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A  daughter,  Ann,  wife  of  Kov.  Philip  C'oiichman, 
resides  here.  ]5enjamin's  two  other  sons,  ^lilton 
J.  and  William,  reside  in  Chicago.  111. 

5.  Rcnsselacrville  is  the  largest  village  in  the 
east  part  of  the  town,  and  after  its  settlement  be- 
came the  chief  place  of  bnsiness  and  financial 
center,  which  it  maintained  till  about  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  When  its  wealthy  citizens  died  and 
the  wealth  disappeard,  at  least  its  enterprise  lan- 
guished. Yet  widi  its  three  or  four  stores,  a  good 
hotel  and  its  mills  and  manuflictories,  it  has  of^late 
recovered  a  portion  of  its  former  imporlance.  Its 
post-oflice  is  a  money  order  and  postal  order  office, 
in  charge  of  Postmaster  George  L.  Bouten.  Its 
])0pulation  is  about  600.  It  has  an  academy,  a 
flourishing  district  school,  four  churches — Presbyte- 
rian, Baptist,  Methodist  and  Episcopal,  all  fine 
edifices.  Messrs.  Geo.  L.  Boughton  and  F.  Huvck 
have  erected  a  large  custom  flouring  mill,  which  is 
run  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Boughton.  It 
once  had  a  large  woolen  and  felt  manufactory, 
owned  by  F.  C.  Huyck  and  Waterbury.  These  men 
moved  away,  and  on  their  departure  the  machinery 
of  the  mill  was  also  taken  down. 

What  may  be  termed  its  first  settlement  was 
started  upon  the  hill  west  of  its  present  site,  near 
the  Rufus  Bouten  farm-house,  where  the  first 
Presbyterian  church  was  built,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Fuller  place.  Afterward  Samuel  Jenkins, 
who  came  here  February  22,  1788,  settled  in  the 
valley,  and  in  the  following  April  erected  the  first 
dwelling  in  the  village,  and  afterward  built  the  first 
grist-mill,  subsequently  called  the  lower  mill,  and 
soon  the  ])resent  site  began  to  be  the  village  proper. 
Samuel  Jenkins  was  really  the  founder  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  the  place  should  have  been  named  after 
him.  He  was  the  father  of  Jonathan  Jenkins  and 
the  grandfather  of  Charles  M.  Jenkins,  Esq.,  of 
Albany. 

Daniel  and  Josiah  Conklin,  from  Long  Island, 
were  among  the  early  settlers.  Daniel  engaged  in 
tanning  and  shoe  manufacturing  and  became 
wealthy.  They  located  for  a  time  with  Reuben 
King,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  west  of  this  vil- 
lage, but  finally  removed  to  this  place.  The  tan- 
nery was  then  in  the  southern  part  of  the  village. 
His  son,  Gurdon  Conklin,  became  a  successful  tan- 
ner. Judson  Conklin  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens,  is  a  farmer  a  little  northeast  of  the  village. 
Asa  and  Philo  Culver  were  early  business  men, 
the  former  being  at  one  time  Supervisor  of  the 
town.  Wheeler  Watson  was  an  early  settler  and 
man  of  business  affairs.  Malbun  Watson,  who 
became  a  successful  lawyer  and  afterward  a  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  a  son  of  Wheeler  \\'at- 
son.'  Rufus  Watson,  a  brother  of  Wheeler,  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  afterward  managed  a  hotel  in  the 
village,  in  the  house  still  later  owned  and  occupied 
by  Caleb  Tompkins.  At  that  time  Caleb  Tomp- 
kins had  the  lower  hotel.  Ji  isiah,  another  brcjther 
of  Wheeler  Watson,  was  a  farmer  living  on  the 
farm  called  of  late  the  Philip  Teeter  farm,  next  west 
above  the  Fuller  ])lacc.  Arnold  B.  \N'atson,  a  son 
of  Josiah,  afterward  became  the  president  and  main 
stockhitlder  of  the  Unadilla  Bank.     Rev.  Samuel 


Fuller,  the  first  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
lived  on  the  farm  where  \\'m.  Aley  died.  Henry 
Stone,  an  able  lawyer,  then  lived  in  the  village. 
Abram  and  Louis  Dayton  were  early  merchants 
and  bu.siness  men.  They  each  amassed  good  for- 
tunes. Dr.  Hyde,  an  eminent  physician,  lived 
and  ilied  in  this  vdlage.  Dr.  Piatt  Wickes,  who  has 
been  Dr.  Hyde's  successor  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, has  spent  his  life  here,  and  reared  a  large  and 
respectable  family.  He  still  lives,  at  the  age  of  89, 
in  the  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties.  Then 
came  Robert  L.  Mulford,  a  succes>ful  merchant 
and  business  man,  and  John  Huyck,  successor  to  the 
Davtons.  i'ach  became  well-to-do  merchants  and 
retired  with  a  competence.  Earlier  yet,  \-.\\  Hutch- 
inson was  a  successful  merchant,  retiring  wealthy. 
Among  the  second  generation  was  John  Niles,  who 
practiced  law,  and  served  the  people  as  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  as  Judge  in  the  County  Court,  and 
was  respected  for  his  integrity. 

Franklin  Frisby  lately  died  in  this  village,  leav- 
ing an  ample  fortune.  O.  H.  Chittenden  was  a 
leading  law'yer  at  the  bar  of  this  county,  and  while 
a  resident  of  Rensselaerville  was  elected  Surrogate 
of  Albany  City  and  County,  dying  soon  after  his 
term  of  office  closed. 

In  the  beautiful  cemetery  of  the  village,  where 
lie  the  remains  of  the  most  of  those  persons  who 
are  named  as  dead,  there  stands  a  large  and  costly 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  soldiers 
who  went  out  from  the  town  to  fight  for  their 
country.  At  the  dedication  of  this  monument,  a 
few  years  ago,  the  late  Hon.  Lyman  Tremain,  of 
Albany,  delivered  the  oration  in  presence  a  large 
concourse  of  people  there  assembled.  In  the 
second  generation  was  also  Dr.  (jilbert  H.  Titus, 
who  for  many  years  was  Town  Clerk,  and  later 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

INDI.\NS. 

About  the  year  171 1  there  were  five  paths  or 
trails  through  this  part  of  the  country,  used  by  the 
Indians.  The  main  one  began  at  Catskill  and 
followed  the  stream  by  that  name  through  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  town  of  Rensselaerville, 
and  on  through  the  present  site  of  Preston  Hollow. 
This,  being  the  most  attractive  valley  leading  from 
j  the  Hudson  River  to  the  Schoharie  Valley,  was 
universally  used  and  traversed  by  the  difVerent 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  consequently  this  portion  of 
the  town  was  the  first  secdon  settled,  which  from 
I  traditions  was  not  later  than  1712. 

The  Stockbriilge  and  Schoharie  tribes  frequentcil 
this  trail,  and  afterward  the  Stockbridge  tribe  lo- 
cated near  the  Schoharie  tribe.    The  first  settlers 
were  Derrick  Van  Dyke,  who,  before  the  Revolu- 
j  tion  settled  upon  lot  No.  103,  on  the  flats,  near 
j  the  present  site  of  Preston  Hollow,  and  Andries 
1  Huyck,  who  settled  on  Lot  No.  84,  in  the  same 
I  village.     Derrick  Van  Dyke  often  told  his  son 
I  Abram  about  this  Stockbridge  tril^e  of  Indians, 
I  who  in  his  time  visited  this  section  for  the  purpose 
1  of  hunting  and  fishing  in  and  alriiig  the  Catskill 
'  Creek;   that  their  camping  ground  was  on  what 
i  is  now  know  n  as  Coon's  ?tlead(jw,  on  the  outskirts 
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of  Preston  Hollow.  He  also  said  that  these  In- 
dians were  careful  observers  of  the  Sabbath,  re- 
fraining from  hunting  and  fishing  on  that  day,  and 
in  all  respects  keeping  it  holy.  This  was  attrib- 
uted to  the  preaching  of  the  renowned  Kliot.  Ap- 
ple trees  are  still  standing  and  bearing  fruit  upon 
the  lands  of  John  Hess,  which  tradition  says  were 
planted  by  these  Indians.  Many  readers  will  re- 
member reading  a  sketch  of  the  massacre  of  the 
Deitz  family,  in  Berne,  in  this  county,  during  the 
Revolution,  by  a  party  of  Brant's  Indians,  who, 
after  committing  their  terrible  crime,  hastened  to- 
ward the  head  waters  of  the  Catskill  Creek.  In  i 
their  course  they  passed  the  house  of  Michael 
Brant,  a  white  man,  Avho  was  die  first  settler  on 
lot  No.  225,  in  this  town.  Brant's  house  then 
stood  in  the  hollow  near  the  present  residence  of 
William  Chapman.  And  so  on  diey  went  with 
their  prisoners,  John  and  Captain  Deitz,  and  trophies 
of  their  plunder,  and  the  scalps  of  their  victims 
upon  poles.  At  the  time  of  this  Indian  incursion 
into  Berne  ^^Ir.  Brant  had  gone  to  Catskill,  leaving 
his  fiimily  alone,  and  returned  just  in  time  to  see  ! 
these  Indians  pass  his  house.  But  they  offered  no  1 
violence  to  those  within,  but  passed  on  down  the 
Fox  Creek,  through  the  present  site  of  Preston 
Hollow,  camping  that  night  at  the  junction  of 
West  and  Catskill  creeks,  the  present  site  of  Cooks- 
burgh. 

CHAPTER  II. 

The  first  settler  in  or  near  the  present  site  of 
Preston  Hollow  was  Derrick  Van  Dyke,  who,  with 
his  family,  left  Rhinebeck,  coming  on  foot  to  this 
place,  and  settled  here  on  lot  No.  103,  in  the  year 
1770.  He  erected  a  house  on  the  flats  near  the 
bank  of  the  Catskill  Creek,  on  the  farm  where 
John  Hess  now  lives.  Upon  the  site  thereof  are 
still  standing  a  number  of  apple  trees  of  his  plant- 
ing, which,  down  till  within  a  few  years  back,  have 
borne  fruit.  Van  Dyke  was  of  Low  Dutch  extrac- 
tion. Tradition  has  it  that  he  was  a  recognized 
friend  of  the  British  during  the  Revolution,  dur- 
ing which  he  was  seized  by  the  Indians  and  car- 
ried captive  to  the  headquarters  of  Sir  William 
Johnson,  who  led  a  force  of  British  soldiers,  in 
conjunction  with  his  Indian  allies  under  the  noted 
Indian  chief  Brant,  in  the  Valley  of  the  IMohawk. 
Van  Dyke  soon  returned  home  without  injury,  and 
his  house  was  ever  after  that  a  hospitable  and  wel- 
come home  to  the  Indians  when  journeying  be- 
tween Kingston  and  Schoharie,  and  in  return,  al- 
though they  were  under  command  of  their  Chief 
Brant,  they  never  offered  him  or  his  house  any 
•  molestation;  hence  tradition  classed  Van  Dyke  a 
Tory. 

Van  Dyke's  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and 
four  sons,  trudged  their  way  on  foot,  carrying  their  I 
burdens,  widi  no  road  to  follow  other  than  the 
Indian  trail  we  have  mentioned.     And,  gentle 
readers,  who  ride,  perhaps,  in  an  easy  carriage  and 
think  elliptic  springs  and  a  good  road  scarcelvcn-  I 
durable,  must  not  be  olfended  when  informed  that  I 
your  great-great-grandmotheis  (  I  am  now  talking  j 
to  the  fair  sex,  descendants  of  the  sturdy  pdgrims  I 


to  this  happy  valley,  not  Rasselas,  but  of  the 
Catskill),  clad  in  linsey-woolsey  of  limited  length, 
bearing  each  on  her  back  a  sack  of  provisions  tir 
clothing,  set  out  upon  this  long  journey  on  foot, 
upon  this  intricate  Indian  trail  or  foot-path.  Would 
you  ask  why  their  hu.sbands  did  not  carry  the  bur- 
dens thus  imposed  upon  their  amiable  consort.-:,.' 
They  had  not  a  vehicle  of  any  kind,  nor  indeed 
had  they  a  single  horse;  consequently  the  husband, 
and  all  the  children  able  to  bear  burdens,  were 
heavily  laden,  sleeping  nights  in  the  open  air,  after 
having  built  fires  to  keep  off  tlie  wolves,  which 
I  thickly  infested  the  forests  through  which  they  jour- 
ne}'ed. 

Derrick  Van  Dyke  had  four  sons,  viz.,  Abrani. 
Henry,  John  and  Jacob.  Of  these  we  give  the 
career  of  Abram,  the  eldest,  as  of  the  others  we 
learn  nothingof  importance  to  this  narrative.  Abram 
became  a  leading  citizen  of  Preston  Hollow,  hav- 
ing settled  and  lived  in  that  village  from  its  earliest 
date,  and  was  afterward  familiarly  known  by  the 
name  of  "  Bronimic. "  The  want  of  grist-mills  was 
i  a  source  of  great  inconvenience  to  the  early  set- 
tlers. At  first  there  v,-as  no  mill  nearer  to  Preston 
Hollow  Uian  that  atT.eeds,  20  miles  distant;  after- 
ward there  was  one  in  the  Schoharie  \'a!ley,  near 
Middleburgh,  the  early  settlers  being  compelled  to 
follow  the  foot-path  or  Indian  trail,  at  first  carrying 
their  grain  on  their  backs  to  Leeds,  to  have  it 
ground.  x\.fterward  they  procured  ox  teams,  and 
carried  their  grain  on  sleds  to  the  Schoharie  mill. 
"Uncle  Brommie  "  (Wbram)  in  al'ter  years  would 
relate  how,  when  a  young  man,  his  father  sent  him 
to  this  Schoharie  Valley  mill  with  an  ox  team  and 
sled,  over  a  tortuous  and  tedious  route,  about  16 
miles,  through  a  dense  wilderness,  upon  what 
scarcelv  might  be  termed  a  road;  and  on  his  re- 
turn how  he  was  set  upon  by  a  pack  of  howling 
wolves,  that  threatened  instantly  to  devour  him 
and  his  oxen,  but  that,  by  his  hallooing  and  the 
use  of  his  ox-goad  alternately  on  sleigh  and  oxen, 
he  finally  escaped  and  reached  home  in  safety. 
Karly  in  the  settlement  of  Preston  Hollow  Abram 
Van  Dyke  built  and  owned  the  first  grist-mill  i  1 
that  village  and  section,  the  same  afterward  ownetl 
and  run  by  miller  Adams,  as  he  was  called.  This 
mill  was  subsequently  rebuilt  upon  a  large  scale 
by  R.  R.  Post,  and  is  now  owned  and  operated 
by  Lawrence  Faulk  &  Co. 

-Vbram  lived  many  years  in  the  house  still  stand- 
ing at  the  north  end  of  the  village,  opposite  the 
fine  residence  of  Warren  S.  Purington.  While  \'an 
Dyke  occupied  it  there  was  a  stooj)  or  veranda  in 
front  of  it,  from  which  the  writer,  when  a  boy,  has 
often  heard  the  sweet  notes  of  Uncle  Brominie's 
hand-organ.     He  was  at  one  time  a  ju.stice  of  the 
peace,  which  office  he  held  by  appointment  of  the 
I  Governor.     He  died  in  the  same  house  described 
above,  September  19,   1S42,  aged  76  years.  He 
had  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  viz.,  Richard, 
I  William,   .\bram,    Harry,    Reuben.   Sibyl,  Kate, 
I  Lydia,  Millie  and  Nellie,  all  of  whom  we  have  not 
I  space  to  follow;  but  i)f  two  of  his  children  who 
j  made  their  mark  in  the  world,  Richard  and  W'il- 
I  liam,  we  will  briefly  make  mention. 
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Richard  was  educated  for  the  practice  of  law, 
and  for  many  years  lived  and  practiced  his  profes- 
sion near  Cairo,  Greene  County.  In  later  years  he 
went  West,  wliere  he  engaged  in  his  law  practice 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  and  stood 
high  in  his  profession. 

William  Van  Dyke  married  Sally  Ann  Dare,  a 
(laugh. er  of  Captain  Abijah  Dare,  a  revolutionary 
soldier  and  pensioner,  who  was  an  early  settler, 
and  at  this  time  lived  upon  and  owned  the  farm  or 
a  portion  of  that  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Benjamin  White,  in  Preston  Hollow.  William's 
wife,  Sally  Ann,  died  in  that  village,  July  3,  1S37, 
aged  31  years.  By  this  marriage  there  was  born 
to  him  a  number  of  children,  only  one  of  whom. 
Earl  \'an  Dyke,  survives.  He  is  a  contractor,  now 
living  in  Catskill.  After  living  in  Preston  Hollow 
many  years  he  purchased  a  large  farm  in  Cones- 
ville,  Schoharie  County,  upon  which  he  moved  and 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  He  was  an 
extensive  and  successful  drover  and  dealer  in  cat- 
tle and  other  live  stock.  He  again  married  a  sec- 
ond wife,  by  whom  he  had  many  children,  one  of 
whom,  George,  is  also  a  large  land-owner  and 
drover,  residing  in  Conesville.  Schoharie  County, 
where  he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  has  held  the 
oflice  of  Supervisor  of  the  town.  He  is  a  man  of 
sound  judgment,  possessing  all  the  business  quali- 
ties of  his  father. 

Lawrence  Faulk  was  also  an  early  settler  ;  came 
in  here  about  1790  ;  he  owned  and  lived  upon  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Pliram  Kelscy,  where  he  reared 
many  children.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  became 
also  an  extensive  business  man  in  his  day,  owning 
two  or  three  different  turnpike  roads,  among  ihem, 
one  time,  the  Schoharie  turnpike,  running  through 
Preston  Hollow.  His  house  was  the  central  place 
for  town  meetings  ;  the  famous  town  whipping 
post  being  located  at  his  place.  He  died  Novem- 
ber 15,  1838,  aged  72  years,  and  is  buried  beside 
his  wife,  Esther,  who  died  October  22,  1849,  ^?6d 
82  years,  in  the  Creek  Side  Cemetery,  in  Preston 
Hollow.  He  had  seven  children,  viz.,  William, 
John,  Lawrence,  David,  Peter,  Hiram  and  Mary. 

William  died  January  16,  1S59,  aged  72  years;  his 
wife  Elizabeth  died  October  31,  1865,  aged  79. 

John  became  a  lawyer  ;  he  was  educated  at  the 
Greenville  Academ}-,  and  among  his  classmates 
were  Judge  Amasa  J.  Parker  and  the- late  Michael 
Sandford  ;  he  died  in  Illinois  a  few  years  ago. 

Lawrence  Faulk,  the  next  son,  has  been  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer,  but  on  account  of  his  extreme  age 
is  about  retiring  from  practice  ;  he  has  held  many 
offices  of  trust  in  the  town  of  Rcnssclaerville,  and 
for*  many  years  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  he  lives 
in  Preston  Hollow,  where  he  has  resided  from  an 
early  period ;  his  son,  Norman  Wheaton  Faulk, 
became  his  successor  in  the  practice  of  law. 
Lawrence  Faulk,  Jr.,  married  .Mrs.  Lucinda  Hub- 
bard, a  daughter  of  Col.  Darius  Phelps  ;  she  was 
the  widow  of  Giles  Hubbard,  who  chcd  at  Scho- 
harie while  Sheriff  of  Schoharie  County.  Sheriff 
Hubbard  was  a  classmate  of  Gov.  Dc  Witt  Clinton 
and  Cadwallader  Colden,  in  Union  College,  from 
which  he  was  a  graduate. 


Peter,  another  son,  is  still  living  as  a  farmer  in 
Michigan. 

Hiram,  the  youngest  si.>n,  hail  a  checkered  ca- 
reer for  many  years  ;  is  now  living  in  Ohio. 

Mary  married  Jacob  \Miite,  both  of  whom  are 
now  dead. 

David  Faulk  is  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  the 
village  of  Durham,  where  he  owns  and  manages  a 
hotel. 

Alvin  Devereux  was  among  the  early  business 
men  in  the  town  ;  he  lived  at  Preston  Hollow  ;  he 
died  November  7,  1825,  aged  34  years;  he  was 
the  father  of  Alvin  Devereux.  Esq.,  of  Deposite, 
N.  Y.,  and  of  Horace  T.  Devereux,  Esq.,  of 
Preston  Hollow  ;  each  has  been  honored  with  the 
office  of  supervisor  a  number  of  times  in  their 
respective  towns.  ^Ir.  Alvin  Devereux  was  in  nom- 
ination on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  one  of  the 
Presidential  Electors  on  the  Grover  Cleveland  ticket; 
he  is  a  leading  citizen  of  his  county.  The  widow 
of  Alvin  Devereux,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Olivia  Devereux, 
was  an  excellent  and  estimable  lady  ;  she  was  born 
October  22,  1794;  died  February  8,  1S72  ;  she 
was  an  exemplary  woman,  a  Christian  lady,  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  ;  her  deeds  of 
goodness  and  charity  were  widely  known,  and, 
when  she  died,  the  utterance  was  universal  that  a 
mother  to  the  village  had  gone.  Her  death  was 
lamented  by  all  citizens. 

CHAPTER  III. 

Commencing  in  the  year  1787,  to  which  year 
this  chapter  will  be  confined,  we  shall  give  the 
name  and  residence  in  that  year  of  each  settler  in 
the  southwest  portion  of  Rensselaerville.  for  in 
that  year  neither  of  the  villages  of  Preston  Hollow 
or  Potter's  Hollow  existed,  and  Cooksburgh  sprang 
up  at  a  comparatively  late  date.  Beginning  at  the 
west  line  of  the  town,  on  lot  No.  145,  upon  the 
Catskill  Creek  and  Valley,  the  tirst  residence  was 
that  of  Peter  Nouck,  on  lot  No,  102  (being  the 
farm  afterward  known  as  the  Tignor  and  Goff 
farms).  Air.  Nouck's  house  was  then  the  western 
terminus  of  the  road  leading  to  Dewitt's  grist-mill. 
In  1787  there  were  but  three  main  roads,  with 
branches,  in  this  town  ;  one  leading  from  Nouck's 
I  along  the  Catskill  Creek  to  I^ewitt's  mill  (now  Oak 
Hill),  and  thence  to  Leeds  ;  another,  then  called 
the  "new  read."  from  Freehold  to  Schoharie, 
which  from  Oak  tlill  ran  north  through  this  town 
by  the  "Big  Lake."  The  other  was  called  the 
"old  road,"  running  farther  east  of  the  "new 
road,  '  and  intersecting  the  latter  on  lot  No.  186. 
where,  in  17S7,  stood  the  residences  of  Thomas 
Brown,  Adam  Coons  and  Niel  McFalls  ;  and  at 
lot  207  stood  the  dwelling  of  John  NichoUs,  where 
a  branch  road  started  running  northeast  to  Beaver 
Dam  (now  known  as  Berne).  .\t  lot  No.  267, 
upon  which  then  stood  the  two  dwellings  of  Joseph 
Lincoln  and  John  Rausier,  from  the  Beaver  Dam 
road  commenced  a  road  runniuLr  soulhc.'-t  through 
lots  Nos.  249,  250,  230,  231  and  212.  all  then 
I  occupied.  This  was  called  Basick  Path.  Having 
I  given  all  the  roads  in  the  town  in  1787,  we  return 
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again  to  the  southwest  portion  of  the  town.  We 
left  olT  at  Peter  Nouck's.  The  next  dwellin.!?  was 
that  of  Derrick  Van  Dyke,  lot  No.  103,  heretofore 
described.  We  next  come  to  lot  No.  84,  where, 
in  1787,  lived  Andries  Iluyck,  now  owned  by 
Peter  and  Edgar  Alattice.  Huyck's  residence 
stood  on  the  rise  of  ground  up  back  of  the  present 
buildings  on  that  farm,  which  are  now  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Preston  Hollow.  Andries  Huyck's  house, 
and  that  of  Bastian  Smith,  on  lut  66  (upon  which 
two  lots  nc)w  is  situated  the  present  village  of  Pres- 
ton Hollow),  must  be  said  to  be  the  only  house  on 
the  site  of  that  village  in  17S7.  Smith's  house  was 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  P.  ?klurj)liy.  Follow- 
ing the  road  as  it  winds  along  the  Catskill  Creek 
through  lot  46,  then  unoccupied,  we  reach  lot 
45,  upon  which  stood  the  residence  of  Peter  Bas- 
sor  ;  here  the  road  left  the  creek  and  ran  directly 
to  Dewitt's  mill.  Passing  through  lot  7,  upon 
which  lived  Peter  Plank,  the  next  and  last  lot  on 
the  south  line  of  the  town  was  lot  No.  8,  where 
stood  the  residence  of  Peter  West.  Having  arrived 
at  the  south  town  line  in  this  direction  we  are  at 
the  residence  of  Peter  Basser,  and  follow  the  Cats- 
kill  Creek  southerly  (although  in  17S7  there  was  no 
road  as  now  leading  from  Preston  Hollow  to 
Cooksburgh  or  Potter's  Plollow),  and  come  to  lot 
27,  near  the  junction  of  Catskill  and  West  Creeks. 
Here  lived  Peter  Becker,  while  lot  26  is  the  present 
site  of  Cooksburgh.  We  proceed  up  the  West 
Creek  toward  where  now  stands  Potter's  Hollow. 
The  next  lot  is  No.  25,  then  occupied  by  Peter 
Shoemaker.  This  is  the  lot  afterward  owned  and 
occupied  by  Benjamin  Palmer,  Esq.,  known  in 
his  day  as  an  extensive  land-owner  and  very 
wealthy.  It  was  here  he  reared  a  large  family  of 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  Benjamin 
Palmer  was  an  honest,  frugal  and  upright  man, 
having  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  with 
honor  and  ability.  He  died  many  years  ago.  Of 
his  children  it  may  truly  be  said  that  they  all  ever 
walked  in  the  paths  of  rectitude,  and  grew  to  be 
men  and  women,  loved  and  respected  by  their 
neighbors  and  acquaintances.  We  now  proceed 
up  the  West  Creek.  The  next  dwelling  was  that  of 
Hendrick  Young,  standing  on  south  side  of  the 
creek,  on  lot  24.  The  next  lot  was  44,  where 
stood  the  residence  of  Peter  Emerick.  At  this 
time  not  a  building  stood  upon  the  present  site  of 
Potters  Hollow.  ,  . 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Doctor  Samuel  Preston,  from  whom  the  village 
of  Preston  Hollow  took  its  name,  came  there  soon 
after  the  Revolution  ;  he  having  emigrated  from 
Connecticut,  and  settled  here  in  1789,  was  the  first 
settler  and  founder  of  the  village,  although  Houck 
had  erected  a  cabin  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
on  the  northeast  of  the  village  previous  to  this. 
Doctor  Preston  lived  in  a  large  wood(  n  frame  build- 
ing (the  first  erected  in  the  village),  which  was  I 
still  standing  a  few  years  ago  upon  the  site  where  } 
now  stands  the  new  dwelling  of  Hon.  ^V.  Coon.  ' 
Dr.  Preston  erected  the  first  saw-mill  and  mill-  I 


dam  in  the  village,  being  upon  the  same  site  as 
that  now  maintained  by  II.  T.  De\creux.  During 
the  time  Preston  ran  this  saw-mill  this  valley  was  a 
dense  wilderness  of  huge  pine  timber,  and  lumber- 
ing was  the  chief  business  of  him  and  the  other 
early  settlers.  Of  Preston's  family  we  learn  of  his 
having  three  sons,  Eben,  Jeremiah  and  Roswell. 
He  had  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  became  the 
wife  of  Nathaniel  Rider  (afterward  a  wealthy  and 
leading  citizen)  ;  the  other  became  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Hill.  The  latter  were  the  parents  of  ]Mrs. 
]\Iatilda  Isrant,  who  is  still  living  with  her  children 
in  the  village. 

Henry  Couchman,  another  very  early  settler  in  this 
town,  emigrated  from  Dutchess  County  soon  after 
his  marriage  and  settled  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  present  village  of  Preston  Hollow,  while  this, 
the  southwest  portion  of  the  town,  was  a  dense 
wilderness.  He,  too,  sufi'ered  the  privations  of  a 
pioneer  life.  The  nearest  mill  being  at  Leeds, 
twenty-four  miles  distant,  and  the  nearest  apple 
tree  at  Schoharie,  from  whence  in  after  years  he 
procured  a  bushel  of  apples,  saved  the  seeds,  which 
he  planted  and  raised  an  orchard,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing on  the  farm,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  the 
village,  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Edward 
Couchman.  His  wife,  a  beautiful  High  Dutch 
woman,  full  of  fortitude  and  perseverance,  in  after 
life  often  related  their  early  adventures  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Indians,  also  of  her  using  the  gun  to 
drive  off  the  invading  wolf  and  bear  from  their 
flocks  and  domestic  animals.  He  accumulated  a 
good  property  and  reared  a  I'amily  of  seven  chil- 
dren upon  this  farm,  viz.,  Philip,  David,  John, 
iNIargaret,  Betsey,  Polly  and  Sirena.  Philip,  the 
oldest,  married  a  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Winans, 
the  latter  for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Preston 
Hollow  Baptist  Church.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
Philip  moved  to  Black  Rock  (now  the  lower  part 
of  Buffalo),  about  the  time  of  the  war  of  1S12.  He 
subsequentl}'  returned  to  Broome,  where  he  reared 
a  family  of  ten  children.  Pie  was  honored  by  his 
town  with  the  offices  of  Supervisor  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  He  died  in  1857,  aged  72  years. 
David,  after  his  father's  death,  purchased  the  old 
homestead  farm,  where  he  lived  until  not  many 
years  ago,  when  he  died,  highly  respected  by  his 
townsmen,  who  had  honored  him  with  many  town 
offices,  all  of  which  he  filled  with  honor  to  himself 
and  his  constituents.  John  died  a  short  time  ago 
at  Cooksburg,  having  retired  from  business.  For 
many  years  he  had  carried  on  a  blacksmith  shop 
in  Preston  Hollow.  Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter, 
married  Holly  Winans.  'I'heir  son,  Philo  Winans. 
with  his  family,  resides  now  in  the  village.  Betsey 
married  Henry  Horer,  who  became  a  man  of  wealth, 
made  chiefly  by  the  tanning  business,  carried  on  at 
Haurerville.  He  moved  to  ^liddleburgh,  and 
li\ed  a  retired  life,  and  he  and  his  wile  died  at  that 
place  a  few  years  ago,  the  latter  at  the  age  of  82 
years.  Polly  married  William  Burnett.  She  died 
in  Ontario  County.  Sirena  married  John  Haga- 
dorn.     She  died  in  Michigan. 

In  1798  Joseph  Burchard.  Jr.,  enngrated  from 
Connecticut  to  this  town,  and  erected  a  cottage  in 
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the  valley  of  the  Catskill.  His  house  was  on  llie 
west  hank  of  the  creek.  There  is  still  standin^^  an 
orchard  which  he  set  out,  which  remains  to  show 
where  he  lived.  He  died  April  23,  18 13,  aged 
66  years  ;  he  left  six  sons  and  five  daui^hters, 
viz.,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Elias,  Dixon,  Preserved,  Ly- 
man, Elizabeth,  Amy,  Esther,  Hannah  and  Dor- 
oth}'.  His  wife,  Hannah,  died  in  1S25,  ac^cd  74. 
Dixon  located  in  Kalamazoo,  I\Iich.,  where  he 
built  a  hotel,  which  was  still  standing  as  an  old 
relic  in  that  city  and  seen  by  the  writer  thirty  years 
ago.  Elias  was  killed  by  an  accidental  blow  from  a 
wagon  tongue.  Daniel  sctded  in  Ohio,  and  reared 
a  large  family.  Rutherford  Burchard  Hayes,  ex- 
President,  was  a  descendant  of  Daniel's  family. 
Preserved  lived  most  of  his  days  upon  a  tarm,  at 
Eranklinton,  Schoharie  County,  from  which  he 
retired  in  his  old  age,  and  moved  to  Preston  Hol- 
low, where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1S73, 
aged  83.  He  was  a  fl^itliful  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  alwavs  respected  for 
his  uprightness  and  amiable  character.  His 
daughter,  Julia  A.  Norwood,  was  the  wife  and  is 
now  the  widow  of  Dr.  Jacob  H.  Norwood,  of 
Preston  Hollow.  L}man  purchased  and  settled 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  a  few  years 
ago.  The  next  settler  was  Teal  Rockefeller,  who 
at  an  early  period  carried  on  a  blacksmith  shop  on 
the  lands  now  owned  by  Edward  P.  Davi'S,  where 
a  nephew,  Peter  Rockefeller,  kept  a  hotel,  still 
standing,  where  Elias  Scott  lived  and  died.  A 
short  distance  south  of  this,  George  Wait  built  a 
tavern  The  writer  remembers  yet  the  long,  red 
tavern  standing  about  forty-five  years  ago,  which 
was  afterward  owned  and  kept  by  W'm.  Goff,  now 
deceased.  Pullman  succeeded  ^^'ait,  and  Gofi" 
Pullman;  then  Irwin Tigner. 

The  present  turnpike  running  through  this  valley 
from  Schoharie  to  tide-water  was  originally  char- 
tered in  1802,  and  led  from  Athens  (formerlv 
called  Lunenburgh)  to  its  intersecdon  with  the 
Great  Western  turnpike,  at  a  point  three  miles 
this  side  of  Cherry  Valley.  In  1S07  it  was  divid- 
ed into  eastern  and  western  branches.  The  east- 
ern branch  was  once  owned  by  Lawrence  Faulk 
(the  father  of  Lawrence  Faulk,  I'^sq. ,  now  a  citizen 
of  Preston  Hollow),  and  afterward  by  Thomas 
P.  Danforth,  Esq.,  Middleburgh.  It  has  since  had 
portions  of  it  cut  off,  until  it  now  commences  at 
the  new  bridge  in  Oak  Hill,  and  runs  to  the  bridge 
over  Schoharie  Creek  in  INIiddleburgh,  and  is  now 
owned  by  Messrs.  H.  T.  Devereux,  of  Preston 
Hollow,  and  James  Layman,  of  Livingstonville,  as 
far  as  that  portion  through  Preston  Hollow.  The 
original  road-bed  ran  on  the  bank  of  the  creek 
where  the  tannery  now  stands,  crossing  its  pres- 
ent bed  and  running  up  what  is  now  the  school- 
house  street  in  the  village,  crossing  Scrub  Creek, 
up  the  "cheese  hill"  road  to  a  point  next  above 
Devereuxs  orchard,  thence  west  out  to  its  present 
bed.  This  accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  Dever- 
eux mansion  faced  south  and  the  uriginal  ntad, 
instead  of  east  toward  the  present  road.  This 
turnpike  road  was  the  main  ouriet  and  thorough- 
fare, over  which  the  farmers  of  Otsego  and  Scho- 


harie, in  early  times,  conveyed  their  butter  and 
other  farm  produce  to  Catskill  and  Athens.  At 
these  early  times,  as  will  soon  appear,  the  travelim^ 
public  must  have  been  well  supplied  with  hotels,  or 
taverns,  as  they  were  called  in  these  da\'s,  there 
being  no  less  than  ten  in  the  space  of  four  miles, 
all  upon  this  thoroughfare  and  in  this  lime,  which 
space  included  Preston  Hollow,  and  two  miles 
each  way  from  this  village.  Each  of  these  sold 
spirituous  liquors,  and  nearly  ever}"  family  jkis- 
sessed  of  sufficient  means  kept  their  private  keg  of 
whisky.  First,  on  the  south  bounds  of  the  town, 
Peter  West's  tavern  was  located  :  following  the 
turnpike  north,  was  Henry  Plank's  hotel,  on  the 
present  site  of  R.  Arnold's  house,  while  not  a  half 
a  mile  north  of  that  was  Levi  Conyes'  tavern  ;  then, 
another  half  mile  brought  us  to  a  hotel  kept  by 
Jacob  Rockefeller.  This  old  house  was  still  stand- 
ing about  thirty  years  ago.  It  stood  with  its  bar- 
ruom  built  over  a  deep  ravine.  Less  than  half  a 
mile  north  was  the  tavern  of  Henry  Mott,  on  the 
site  of  the  present  ?»Iurphy  Huu^e,  in  the  village, 
while,  at  the  north  end  of  the  village,  were  two 
others,  one  by  Levi  Palmer,  in  the  house  now 
known  as  the  Devereux  mansion,  the  other,  the 
old  Tuttle  tavern,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Faulk 
mansion.  Northward  from  the  village,  not  over  a 
mile  distant,  were  the  two  taverns  of  Wait  and 
Rockefeller,  mentioned.  These  hotels,  in  their 
day,  were  patronized  and  filled  with  farmer  guests 
from  Otsego,  Delaware  and  Schoharie  counties, 
going  to  and  returning  from  market  w'th  their 
produce. 

In  these  early  days,  the  Tuttle  house,  in  the 
village,  was  the  stage  house,  where  the  exten- 
sive stage  proprietors  kept  a  heavy  stock  of  coaches 
and  horses,  and  where  they  exchanged  horses,  this 
being  a  daily  route  and  line  from  Catskill  to  Cana- 
joharie. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Supervisors  of  the 
town  of  Rensselaerville  from  18 18  to  the  present 
time  : 

!  In  1818,  Asa  Colvard  ;  1819-21,  Eli  Hutch- 
inson ;  1822-3,  Nathaniel  Riiler  ;  1824,  Isaac 
Gardiner;  1825,  Joshua  Gardner;  1S26-7, 
\N'heeler  Watson  ;  1 828-9.  Joseph  Conner  ;  iS3c>- 
31,  Jchn  Niles  ;  1832,  Nathaniel  Rider;  1S33, 
Nathaniel  Rider  :  1834-5,  Charles  L.  IMulford  ; 
1836,  James  Reid  ;  1837,  Samuel  Niles  :  1838-9, 
I  ouis  M.  Dayton:  1840,  Joseph  Conner:  1841, 
Benjamin  E.  Mackey  ;  1842,  Benjamin  E.  Mackey  ; 
1843,  James  G.  Clark  ;  1S44,  Shadrach  R.  Potter; 
1845-6,  Valendne  Treadwell  :  1847-8,  S.  M. 
Hallenbeck  ;  1849,  William  Aley :  1850,  Wm. 
Aley  :  1S51,  Daniel  A.  Mackey;  1S52,  William 
Aley;  1S53,  B.  PVank  Sayre  ;  1854,  \Mlliam 
Aley  ;  1855-7,  Norman  A.  Ford  ;  1S58-9, 
Andrew  Feltcr  ;  1S60-1,  James  E.  Mackey  ;  1S62- 
1867,  six  terms,  George  H.  Sara  way  held  the 
office,  and  may  be  termed  the  war  ."supervisor  : 
1868-70,  Wm  Magivny  ;  1871-72,  Wm.  R. 
Tanner;    1873-5,  Horace  T.  Devereux:  1876- 

j  So,   Albert  T.    Moore;    1^81-3,  Hercules 
Sayre  :  1SS4,  Jacob  B.  Norwood. 

The  population  of  the  town  is  about  3,000. 
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THE  TOWXSIIJP  OF  WESTERLO. 


We  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  names  of 
the  folld\vini2:  citizens  who,  by  their  j^uarantecd 
support,  have  iiclped  to  insure  the  publication  of 
this  vaUiable  work  :  S.  M.  Hollenbeck,  Wm. 
IMorrison,  |.  B.  Norwood,  M.  Murphy,  John 
Iless,  V.  Treadwell,  John  W.  L'ouchman,  \V.  O. 
Janis. 

Hon.  Valentine  Treadwell  is  a  farmer  and 
merchant,  located  at  Potter's  Hollow  ;  was  member 
of  the  Assembly  in  1847,  and  elected  to  the  Senate 
of  New  York  in  the  same  vear,  where  he  remained 


for  two  years.  Has  twice  been  Supervisor  and 
held  odier  pruminent  oflices.  Has  been  postmaster 
of  his  village  for  twenty-four  years. 

Hon.  John  W.  Col'Chman,  of  Cooksburgh, 
farmer  and  notary  public,  a  native  of  Scoharie 
Countv,  New  York.  He  represented  that  county 
in  the  Assembly  in  i860  ;  held  the  office  of  Assessor 
for  twentv-iive  years  ;  has  acted  in  many  oflicial  ca- 
pacities and  has  been  all  through  life  an  unyielding 
Democrat  of  the  jackson  and  Jefferson  schuol.  Is 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Church. 
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33y  J.   S.  jNIARKLE. 


THE  author  takes  this  opportunity  of  returning  [ 
thanks  to  the  many  friends  who  so  kindly  ren-  | 
dared  him  important  service  in  communicating  val-  ! 
uable  informati».in,  and  to  those  who  freely  assisted  | 
in  collecting  material  for  these  pages.  Sj)ecial  thanks  : 
are  due  Messrs.  Thomas  Saxton  and  Chas.  La-  \ 
paugh  for  brief  church  histories.    It  is  much  to  be 
regretteil  that  the  proper  persons  authorized  by 
law  have  failed  or  neglected  to  obtain  a  complete 
record  of  the  soldiers  or  volunteers  from  this  town  1 
who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.     Efforts  | 
should  be  made  to  obtain  this  record,  as  a  part  of  i 
the  history  of  this  township  and  for  future  reference.  1 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  1S84. 

Westerlo,  as  '  a  township,  was  formed  from 
Coeymans  and  Rensselaerville,  March  16,  18 15, 
being  the  seventh  in  the  order  of  division.  The 
name  is  derived  from  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  ; 
who  came  from  Holland  in  1760,  and  was  pastor 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Albany. 

The  geographical  position  is  upon  the  south 
border  of  the  county,  near  the  center,  and  is  bound- 
ed on  the  nordi  by  Berne  and  New  Scotland,  on 
the  east  by  New  Scotland  and  Coeymans,  on  the 
south  by  Greene  County,  and  on  the  westbv  Rens- 
selaerville. The  physical  geography  presents  a 
surface  of  hills  and  dales,  wdiich  gives  it  a  diver- 
sified and  undulating  appearance.  The  hills  antl 
elevations  rise  gradually,  with  a  general  southern 
inclination,  while  the  banks  of  the  streams  are 
somewhat  steep  and  irregular,  and  the  valleys  are 
mere  narrow  ravines.  The  soil  is  a  sandv  and 
gravelly  loam  near  the  streams;  the  uplands  are  in- 
terspersed with  small,  flat  stones  and  underlaid 
with  clay  and  hard  pan.    There  are  no  lofty  moun- 


tains or  steep  declivities — except  along  the  streams 
- — the  highest  point  being  in  the  northerly  part  of 
the  town,  about  Soo  feet  above  tide. 

The  strata  of  stone  is  graywacke,  and  in  a  few 
locations  quarries  are  opened,  from  which  flagging 
stones  are  taken. 

The  streams  are  the  Haanakrois  Creek,  which 
flows  through  the  northeast  corner,  and  at  Dor- 
mansville  furnishes  water  power  for  the  mills  near 
by.  Basic*  Creek  rises  in  the  extreme  northern 
part,  flows  south  across  the  township,  thence  into 
Greene  County  midway  on  the  south  line,  passing 
through  Chesterville  and  Soudi  Westerlo.  Wolf, 
Fly  Creek  and  other  small  streams  are  tributaries. 
Eight-Mile  Creek  flows  soudi  through  the  western 
part  of  the  town,  thence  into  Rensselaerville,  and 
emp'ies  into  Ten-jMile  Creek.  In  the  northwest 
part  of  tne  township,  near  Van  Leuven's  Corners,  is 
a  small  lake,  the  outlet  of  which  is  the  source  of 
the  Switzkill.  The  Haanakrois  and  Basic  creeks 
furnish  the  water  power  for  the  several  mills  in  the 
town.  Manufactures  from  raw  material  are  lim- 
ited, and  this  industry  does  not  receive  much  at- 
tention. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  this  township,  when 
the  hills  and  valleys  were  one  dense  wilderness  of 
noble  forest  trees,  the  pioneer  was  anxious  to  clear 
the  land. that  he  might  use  the  soil,  and  to  this  end 
trees  were  felled  in  great  piles,  then  burned,  and 
the  ashes  gathered,  which  were  taken  to  the  ashery 
and  sold  or  bartered  for  necessary  family  supplies. 

Asheries  were  quite  numerous,  and  the  proprie- 
tor usually  connected  with  the  business  that  of 
general  merchandise  and  groceries.     These  are 

*Low,  flat. 
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now  wholly  abandoned,  and  with  some  other 
manufactures  are  industries  of  the  past.  Within 
a  few  years,  so  great  was  the  demand,  and  the 
price  of  wood  so  high,  tlie  remaining  forests  have 
rapidly  diminished,  and  at  the  present  time  only 
small  patches  of  a  few  acres  have  been  spared  the 
woodman's  ax. 

The  wealth  of  die  township  is  in  its  agricultural 
resources,  which  are  not  yet  fully  developed.  The 
people,  generally,  are  engaged  in  the  noble  work 
of  husbandry,  an  occupation  of  honest  and  honor- 
able antiquity,  and  one  which,  with  diligence  and 
economy,  is  a  safe  staff  to  lean  upon.  Indepen- 
dence is  the  reward  of  thrift  when  accompanied 
with  the  higher  element  of  intelligence,  and  this  is 
to  be  obtained  only  by  careful  and  judicious  train- 
ing of  die  mind  in  the  knowledge  and  art  of  agri- 
culture. General  farming  predominates,  with  the 
cultivation  of  rye,  corn,  oats  and  buckwheat;  hay 
is  also  a  principal  crop,  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 
The  .soil,  grazing  land,  water  and  variety  of  surface 
are  decidedly  favorable  for  dairy  farming,  and 
many  are  engaged  in  the  production  of  butter  and 
a  few  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  The  hills  and 
uplands  are  utilized  as  pastures  for  sheep,  and 
many  farmers  have  fine  flocks,  and  from  the  pro- 
duction of  mutton  and  wool  another  source  of 
profit  is  realized.  The  most  serious  objecdon  the 
farmer  has  to  contend  with  in  this  branch  of  farm- 
ing is  the  destruction  of  his  sheep  by  dogs,  which  are 
permitted  to  run  at  large.  There  should  be  a  State 
law  enacted  imposing  a  heavy  tax  upon  all  dogs. 

Fruit  is  largely  cultivated,  and  there  are  many 
fine  orchards  of  mixed  trees;  apple,  pear  and  plum 
predominate. 

The  learner  in  the  school  of  experience  has  a 
power  to  obtain  results  through  system  and  skill 
unknown  to  the  mere  plodder,  and  in  no  vocation  is 
this  fact  more  fully  exemplified  than  in  the  various 
branches  of  farming.  Intelligence,  careful  observa- 
tion and  judicious  reading  mark  the  industry,  thrift 
and  prosperity  of  the  farmers  of  this  township,  and 
they  may  well  rejoice  in  the  goodly  possession  of 
their  fertile  farms,  pleasant  surroundings  and  com- 
fortable homes. 

The  settlement  of  this  township  commenced  pre- 
vious to  the  revolution,  when  a  few  daring  men, 
full  of  youthftd  zeal  and  perseverance,  wended 
their  way  through  trails  and  by-paths  to  this  (then) 
wilderness,  to  secure  a  home  and  the  means  for  fu- 
ture livelihood.  ]Many  were  the  hardships  and 
privations  that  beset  them,  yet  with  courage  they 
overcame  obstacles  and  discouragements  that 
seemed  like  mountains,  and  in  time  came  to  glad- 


den their  hearts  and  strengthen  their  hands  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  toil  and  sacrifices,  in  the  waving  fields 
of  golden  grain,  in  the  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep  upon 
the  meadows  and  hill-sides,  and  the  luscious  fruit 
upon  a  thousand  trees;  and  lastly,  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  log  cabin,  that  sheltered  them  from  the 
winter  storms  and  wild  beasts,  for  the  primitive 
frame  house,  with  added  comforts  and  security;  and 
now  their  descendants  enjoy  the  increa.sed  con- 
veniences of  modern  skill  and  the  luxuries  that 
flow  from  well-earned  prosperity. 

Very  important  changes  have  transformed  the 
past,  and  the  present  is  subject  to  modern  progress. 
Science,  literature,  religion,  education,  politics  and 
other  departments  have  their  representatives,  and 
from  these  sources  emanate  much  of  the  pros- 
perity, temporal  and  spiritual,  which  is  everywhere 
evident. 

Originally  Westerlo  was  included  in  the  town- 
ships of  Rensselaerville  and  Coeymans,  and  in  the 
Van  Rensselaer  and  Coeymans  patents.  The  first 
settlers  occupied  land  in  Watervliet  until  17SS,  and 
after  1790  and  1791  in  the  former  townships,  so 
the  early  or  first  setders  were  not  residents  of 
\\'esterlo  until  1 8 1 5. 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  Philip  INIyers,  born 
in  Germany  in  1744,  and  came  with  his  father  to 
America  in  1753,  landing  at  New  Baltimore.  Old 
Mr.  Myers  returned  to  Germany  for  the  rest  of  his 
family,  but  was  never  heard  of  afterward.  Philip 
remained  with  Andreas  Witbeck,  an  early  settler 
of  Coeymans,  until  1763,  when  he  located  on  a 
farm  at  Chesterville,  built  a  log-house,  kept 
bachelor's  hall  for  two  years,  then  married  a 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Stoddard,  who  had  previously 
settled  here.  It  seems  the  Indians  and  Tories 
were  somewhat  troublesome  in  this  vicinity,  and 
Myers  took  his  family  to  Dutchess  County,  but  re- 
turned to  his  former  possessions  after  the  war 
closed,  and  died,  April  12,  18 13.  The  farm  is  yet 
in  the  possession  of  his  descendants. 

Andrew  Hannay,  a  native  of  Galloway,  Scotland, 
born  1733;  came  to  America  in  1774;  soon  atier 
settled  in  Westerlo,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
his  youngest  son,  David.  In  1777  he  raised  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers  to  join  Gen.  Gates,  but  on 
reaching  Albany  he  learned  that  Burgoyne  had 
surrendered,  and  they  returned  to  their  homes. 

Jacob  Ford  came  from  Hillsdale  District,  Co- 
lumbia County,  in  1795,  and  settled  on  lot  3^19, 
afterward  on  k)t  31S,  now  in  possession  of  Plenry 
A.  Ford. 

Adam  St.  John,  of  Scotch  origin,  came  from  C)ld 
Paltz  to  Westerlo  in  1790,  and  settled  at  Lamb's 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  WESTERLO. 


Corners.  He  came  with  the  Huguenots  from 
Holland.  He  and  four  of  his  brothers  were  sol- 
diers in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  were  at  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis.  Many  of  his  descendants 
are  residents  of  the  town. 

Jehial  Lamb  came  from  Massachusetts,  and 
settled  in  the  southwest  part  of  tlie  town,  about 
1793;  and  Jacob  Ingalls,  from  Rhode  Island, 
settled  here  about  the  same  time.  Descendants  of 
these  two  families  are  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lamb's  Corners.  Isaac  Winston  settled  near 
Chesterville.  He  did  service  in  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence; was  taken  prisoner  and  held  lor  eighteen 
months.  Stephen  and  Solomon  Mabey  were  early 
settlers.  Stephen  Mabey  came  from  Rhode  Island 
soon  after  the  Revolution,  and  settled  at  South 
Westerlo.  Samuel  ?\Iabey  was  born  here  93  years 
ago,  and  lived  and  died  on  his  farm.  Dr.  Jonathan 
Pro.sser,  from  Dutchess  County,  came  in  1788,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  occupied  by  his  son.  Lodowick 
and  Jacob  Hanes,  Germans,  came  at  an  early  date 
and  settled  on  the  Basic  Creek,  near  Dormansville. 
Josiah  Hinckley,  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
settled  in  1783  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his 
grandson.  At  this  time  there  were  but  eight  fami- 
lies in  the  town.  John  Gibbons,  born  1 766,  lived 
at  New  London,  Conn.,  and  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  drove  an  ox-team  and  helped  to  re- 
move the  military  stores  from  New  London  in  the 
night  to  a  place  of  safety.  After  the  war  he  re- 
moved to  Rensselaer  County,  and  in  1795 
came  to  Dormansville.  His  son,  Dr.  Ransom  H. 
Gibbons,  born  in  1802,  resides  at  Dormansville. 

Apollos  Moore  taught  school  in  1788;  he  after- 
ward became  first  Judge  of  the  County.  Robert  O. 
K.  Bennet  taught  a  school  in  1 790. 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  William  Haver- 
land,  \\'illiam  Bird,  James  Arnold,  Abram  Becker, 
Rev.  Reuben  Stanton,  who  also  was  a  surveyor, 
and  received  for  his  services  one  hundred  acres  of 
land;  Jared  Reynold,  Daniel  Lockwood,  William 
AVheaton,  Isaac  Lobdell. 

VILLAGES. 

.  Chesterville  ( IfViAv  /tf  Z'.  O.) — This  hamlet  is 
located  about  one  mile  north  of  the  center  of  the 
township,  on  Basic  Creek,  and  fifteen  miles  from 
Coeymans  and  twenty  miles  from  Albanv.  It  is 
named  from  Rev.  John  Chester,  who  was  formerly 
pastor  of  the  Second  Presb\  terian  Church  of  Alban\'. 

The  post-office  w  as  established,  -^.mong  the  fir:,t 
in  the  town,  about  1S27.  Previous  to  this  letters 
and  papers  were  delivered  by  post-riders  once  a 
week.  Esquire  Brown  ami  a  man  b\-  the  name  of 
Peck,  remembered  by  a  few  of  the  inhabitants,  did 


this  service  for  the  settlers  and  their  families.  Now 
the  mails  are  received  dailv.  Smith  and  Disbrow 
were  early  postmasters.  The  present  postmaster  is 
Hiram  K.  Jones. 

The  vicinity  dates  its  settlement  as  the  earliest  in 
the  town.  It  was  here  that  Philip  Myers  located 
before  the  commencement  of  hostilities  which 
brought  independence  for  the  colonies,  and  just 
south  of  the  village  Lobdell  and  Baker  erected 
mills  as  early  as  1795,  while  Grant  and  Eadie  had 
an  ashery  and  kept  store  in  1 79S.  Moses  Smith 
followed  as  a  merchant,  tavern  keeper  and  manu- 
facturer of  potash.  Nicholas  Lapaugh  and  Henry 
Pierce  were  also  tavern  keepers.  Jeremiah  Green 
operated  a  tannery.  The  hamlet  contains  45 
dwellings  and  220  inhabitants;  two  churches.  Re- 
formed and  Baptist;  school  house,  one  hotel, 
Henry  C.  Latham,  proprietor,  and  four  stores;  A. 
S.  Green  &  Son,  general  merchandise;  Perry 
Swartout,  sundry  merchandise;  Hiram  K.  Jones, 
dry  goods,  groceries  and  sundries;  Gilbert  Ander- 
son, hardware  and  tin;  three  blacksmith  and  two 
wheelwright  shops;  one  general  undertaker,  shoe 
shop,  paint  shop,  millinery  and  dressmaking.  The 
professions  are  represented  by  Alonzo  Spaulding, 
attorney  and  counselor  at  law;  Feli.K  Weidman,  J. 
B.  \\'ashburn  and  Cyrus  Ecker,  physicians  and 
surgeons.  About  1820  a  IMasonic  lodge  was 
located  here,  with  the  following  persons  as  mem- 
bers: Col.  James  Sackett,  Sylvester  Ford,  George 
Prindle  and  Nicholas  Lapaugh.  The  Good  Tem- 
plars instituted  a  lodge  here  in  1878,  which  has 
been  abandoned. 

South  Westerlo  (P.  O. ),  first  called  "Smith's 
Mills,"  from  David  Smith;  name  changed  1827, 
when  the  P.  O.  was  organized.  Thomas  Saxton 
was  postmaster  for  twenty-nine  years.  Mr.  Saxton 
came  here  when  14  years  old;  served  as  clerk  tor 
his  uncle,  Thomas  Smith,  and  continued  in  busi- 
ness until  1859.  The  mail  was  brought  by  Peck, 
on  horseback,  once  a  week.  Among  the  early 
settlers  and  business  men  were:  Thomas  Smith, 
general  merchant,  distiller  and  manufacturer  of 
potash;  Bemet,  Wheaton,  Cross,  Storer.  Stanton, 
Reynolds,  Lockwood,  Slauson,  Trowbridge. 

The  'lamlet  is  situated  in  the  southern  central 
part  of  the  township,  between  Basic  and  Fly 
creeks,  twenty-four  miles  south  west  from  Albany 
and  sixteen  miles  from  Coeymans.  Here  are 
located  the  mills  of  D.  M.  Wooster  and  the  woollen 
factory  of  D.  W.  Calder&  Son.  There  are  25  dwell- 
ings and  125  residents.  There  is  a  Christian 
church,  school-house,  public  hall  and  select  school 
rooms,  harness  shop,  wheelwright  and  blacksmith 
shop.  G.  W.  Robins,  postmaster,  general  mer- 
chandise anil  post-olTice  ;  L.  S.  Lockwood,  dry 
gooi-ls,  groceries,  etc.  ;  J.  Reynolds,  drugs  and 
bottling  establishment  ;  Edwin  Haines,  physician 
and  surgeon.  The  Good  Templars  have  a  work- 
ing lodge. 

Dormansville  P.  O.  is  in  the  ea-^tern  cen- 
tral part  of  the  town,  and  named  in  honor  of 
Daniel  Dorman,  who  was  first  postmaster,  in  1S32. 
The  hamlet   is   nineteen    miles  southwest  from 
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Albany  and  twelve  from  Coeymans  Landing. 
Among  the  first  settlers  were  Jacob  Dorman,  1S02; 
John  (jibbons,  1 795 ;  W/Iomkins.  ^Villiam^^'ard  and 
Lewis  Ilustcd,  who  kept  a  public-house.  Here  is 
still  standing  a  frame  school-house — square — which 
is  die  first  one  built  in  the  town.  It  served  in  the 
past  for  school  and  religious  purposes  ;  it  is  now 
used  by  IMr.  J.  \V.  Gale  as  a  storehouse.  For- 
merly Hiram  and  Erastus  Gibbons  were  proprietors 
of  the  Dormansville  Hotel,  and  dealers  in  dry- 
goods,  groceries  and  general  merchandise.  The 
hotel  business  has  been  abandoned,  but  the 
other  branches  are  continued.  ls\x.  Erastus 
Gibbons  is  the  present  postmaster.  Near  here  on 
tlie  Haanakrois  Creek,  are  the  grist,  saw  and 
plaster  mills  of  William  A.  Dickson  &  Son.  The 
hamlet  contains  ten  dwellings,  Methodist  church, 
.school-house,  store,  wheelwright  and  blacksmith 
shop  and  paint  shop.  A  tannery  was  formerly 
operated  here  by  ]Mr.  Gale.  Ransom  El.  Gibbons, 
physician  and  surgeon,  was  born  here  in  1802.  and 
located  as  physician  in  1826. 

Van  Lkuven's  Cokneks,  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  township,  is  a  small  hamlet  on  the  old  Dela- 
ware turnpike  road,  and  in  former  times  had  a 
church,  taverns,  mills,  tannery,  and  other  business 
enterprises.  All. of  these  are  now  abandoned,  and 
the  place  has  settled  into  rural  quietness.  Isaac 
Van  Leuven  was  an  early  settler,  and  from  him  the 
place  derived  its  name.  A  Reformed  church  was 
organized  here  in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  but 
is  now  abandoned.  William  Beardsley,  John 
Preston  and  James  Sackett  were  tavern  keepers. 
Here  John  Preston  had  his  tannery  and  curry  shop, 
which  is  continued  on  a  moderate  scale  by  Luther 
Preston.  I\Ir.  Preston  was  a  school-teacher  and 
the  author  of  "Every  Man  His  Own  Teacher, 
being  an  introduction  to  arithmetic,  by  John 
Preston,  Philo.  Math.  Albany:  Printed  by  G.  J. 
I-omis,  9  Washington  street,  1834.  Inscribed  to 
the  Hon.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer." 

James  Sackett  was  a  colonel  in  the  war  of  181 2, 
a  prominent  business  man  ami  a  mason.  He  was 
buried  from  the  church  at  Van  Leuven's  Corners, 
Jul)',  182 1,  with  military  and  Masonic  honors,  and 
was  interred  in  the  Snyder  cemeterv.  The  place 
was  first  called  "  Sackett's  Corners,"  then  "Pres- 
ton's Corners,"  and  now  "  Van  Leuven's  Corners." 
Here  William  Eeardsley  kept  tavern,  who,  after 
moving  to  Albany,  was  elected  sheriff.  Many 
years  ago  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gideon  Wood 
made  spinning  wheels  where  Peter  \'an  Leuven 
lives.  Josiah  Jones  came  to  this  neighborhood 
when  fourteen  years  old  with  his  father  from 
Claverack.  Then  there  was  very  little  cleared  land. 
Mr.  Jones  is  87  years  old  and  has  clear  recollec- 
tions of  former  days.  A  few  years  ago  a  steam  saw- 
mill was  operated  here,  which  was  burnetl  down. 
The  names  of  the  residents  in  this  neighborhood 
are  those  of  the  early  settlers,  and  their  progre.ss  is 
characteristic  of  their  ancestors.  Jacob  Ford 
settled  near  here  in  1788. 

Lamb's  Corners,  a  small  neighborhood  in  the 
southwest  i)art  of  the  township,  was  settled  by  Jehial 


Lamb,  Adam  St.  John,  Jacob  Ingalls,  Hezekiah 
Boardman,  Thomas  Jencks,  and  descendants  of 
the  first  three  families  are  quite  numerous.  They 
were  New  Englanders  and  came  about  1790. 
Others  followed  who  became  permanent  residents 
in  this  part  of  the  town,  and  the  well-managed 
flirms,  with  fine  residences,  ample  and  commodious 
out-buildings,  attest  the  thrift  and  prosperity  of 
their  surroundings. 

Here  is  a  i\Iethodist  church  and  society, 
school-house,  store  and  blacksmith  shop. 

Westerlo  Cexter,  or  Thayer's  Corners,  is  a 
small  hamlet,  containing  a  store  of  general  mer- 
chandise, T.  W.  Ingalls,  proprietor.  D.  Boice, 
blacksmith  shop.  Formerly  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Thayer  kept  store  and  tavern  Residents  in  the 
vicinity  are  several  families  of  Winegards,  Atkins, 
Hanes,  W'iltsey,  Lockwoods,  Stanton,  Reynolds. 

jMills  and  Manuf.\ctukes. — In  the  early  his- 
tory and  settlement  of  the  township  these  were  few, 
as  the  wants  of  the  people  were  limited  and  sup- 
plied from  the  most  economical  sources  Asheries, 
grist  and  saw-mills,  with  carding  and  cloth-dressing 
mills,  met  the  demands  and  requirements.  The 
first  mills  were  those  erected  by  Lobdell  and  Baker 
as  early  as  1795.  The  location  of  these  mills  was 
a  short  distance  south  of  Chesterville,  on  the  Basic 
Creek,  on  lots  328  and  200  of  Van  Rensselaer's 
patent,  where  are  now  the  mills  of  Jacob  Burgher 
&  Son,  occupying  the  same  privileges  and  nearly 
the  same  ground  as  the  original  mills. 

Isaac  Lobdell,  Sr.,  sold  these  mills  to  Isaac 
Lobdell,  Jr.  Then  they  were  sold  to  John 
Winegard  and  Silas  B.  [Martin,  then  to  Josiah  and 
Peter  Winegard,  then  to  Edmmid  Adkins,  then  to 
Weaver  and  Vincent,  and  lastly  to  the  present 
owners,  Jacob  Burgher  iJt  S^n.  The  old  mill  of 
Lobdell  was  taken  away  by  a  freshet,  and  was  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  creek  from  the  present  mills. 

At  South  Westerlo  formerly  were  a  tannery  and 
asheries  belonging  to  the  SmiUis,  who  afterward 
erected  a  grist-mill,  which  was  built  by  Asher 
Morse.  These  mills  passed  through  the  OM-nership 
of  several  persons,  and  are  now  operated  by  D.  31. 
Wooster,  the  owner.  Here  are  located  the  mills  of 
W.  D.  Calder  &  Son,  for  the  manuftcture  of  flan- 
nels, cassimeres,  satinets  and  yarn.  These  mills 
are  located  on  the  Basic  Creek. 

Near  Dormansville,  on  the  Haanakrois  Creek, 
are  the  grist,  saw  and  plaster  mills  of  William  A. 
Dickson  it  Son. 

Saw-mills  are  numerous.  Darius  Lockwood,  on 
the  Wolf  Creek  ;  Samuel  Snyder,  on  Eight-Mile 
Creek,  and  Henry  A.  Ford,  on  Basic  Creek,  built 
in  1870. 

About  1S12  Jenks  had  a  carding  mill  on  the 
Basic  Creek  below  Chesterville,  which  wasdestmy- 
ed  by  fire,  and  another  put  up  by  George  Willsey, 
which  was  operated  by  Drum  &  Possom  ;  they 
were  converted  into  a  turning  shop,  and  then  into 
a  grist-mill,  remains  of  which  yet  e.xist. 

Quarries  of  blue  stone,  f(jr  flagging,  are  operated 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  township. 
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Several  persons  arc  cnijagedin  bce-culturo.  This 
industry  is  rccoivinq  considerable  attention ;  but  lii;c 
many  otiicr  brandies  connected  with  modern  ex- 
periments, skill  and  scientific  kno\vled,i,^e,  combined 
with  practical  experience,  will  be  required  to  make 
the  business  a  success,  for  tliere  are  many  causes 
of  foilure  which  call  for  investigation  and  study. 

The  town  is  assessed  for  35,568  acres  of  land, 
and  the  assessed  valuation  tor  the  year  1SS4  is: 
Real,  $1,222,550;  personal,  -$71,550;  total, 
$1,298,100;  and  equalized:  real,  $1,237,809; 
personal,  $71,550;  total,  $1,336,208. 

CHURCHES. 

There  are  five  evangelical  churches  and  organ- 
ized societies  in  the  township,  divided  as  follows: 
two  ]\Iethodist,  one  Reformed,  one  Baptist  and 
one  Christian  ;  and  formerly  a  Friend's  meeting 
house. 

The  first  organization  of  religious  societies  oc- 
curred in  the  township  of  Rcnsselaerville  as  early 
•as  1793,  t>i-it  no  churches  were  erected  until  1790 
west  of  Albany  citv,  and  in  1796  the  first  church 
was  built  in  Rensselaerville.  It  is  a  singular  fact 
that  the  first  organizations  of  the  several  religious 
societies  in  the  townships  took  place  from  1790  to 
1 800. 

After  the  Revolutionary  war  closed  and  peace 
with  its  blessings  began  to  be  realized,  immigrants 
came  and  acquired  farm.-?  in  w^hat  was  Rensselaer- 
ville township.  All  the  land  was  included  in  the 
Van  Rensselaer  patent,  and  at  that  time  the  terms 
and  conditions  were  considered  favorable  and  just 
to  the  tenants,  which  were  readily  accejited  by 
them,  as  their  means  were  limited  and  they  could 
obtain  possession  of  these  farms  without  money  by 
simply  complying  with  the  terms  offered  by  the 
patroon. 

These  early  settlers  were  people  who  came  from 
the  New  England  States,  and  from  adjoining  coun- 
ties on  the  river,  and  were  descendants  of  English 
or  Scotch  families.  A  few  were  German  and  others 
of  the  French  Huguenots,  who  came  with  the  Hol- 
landers. Each  of  these  nationalities  were  imbued 
with  the  religious  teaching  and  training  of  their 
youth,  and  in  establishing  their  churches,  they 
adhered  to  the  tenets,  doctrines  and  government 
of  their  early  education.  Being  strong  in  their 
convictions — yet  with  charity  for  all — they  were 
emulous  for  prompt  action,  and  with  united  pur- 
pose they  organized  with  confidence  of  success, 
and  the  past  well  proves  that  their  efforts  have  been 
a  means  of  elevating  the  moral  tone  of  society  and 
advancing  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  the  people. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Dormansville 
was  organized  as  early  as  1826,  the  people  worship- 
ing in  private  houses,  and  in  the  old  scpiare  school- 
house,  which  is  the  oldest  building  in  tlie  neighbor- 
hood. The  present  church  edifice  was  erected  in 
1840-41,  and  dedicated  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hedstrom. 
S.  Wright  and  Turner  have  been  pastors.  The 
present  trustees  are  William  Stuart.  William  Dick- 
inson, J.  W.  Gale,  J.  G.  Ward  and  John  Gibbons. 
The  present  pastor  is  John  W.  Morrison,    The  so- 


ciety numbers  1 10  communicants,  100  Sabbath 
school  scholars,  and  amount  contributed  for  all 
purposes,  $600.  The  church  is  a  frame  building; 
sheds  are  attached,  and  the  parsonage  is  conven- 
iently accessible. 

At  Lamb's  Corners  is  a  Methodist  Church,  des- 
ignated as  "  OlinChapel,  '  in  honor  of  Dr.  Stephen 
Olin.  About  80  years  ago  a  class  was  formed 
here,  led  by  Thomas  Smith  and  Alexander  Lamb, 
at  whose  house  meetings  were  held;  this  house  is 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  Francis  A.  Lamb.  Meet- 
ings were  also  held  in  the  school-house  until  the 
house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1S53,  when  the 
following  members  were  elected  trustees:  Alexan- 
der Lamb,  Amos  I'ish  and  Ludlow  St.  John.  The 
present  trustees  are  F.  A.  Lamb,  Edwin  St.  J(jhn 
and  W.  A.  St.  john.  The  church  is  a  frame 
building,  and  will  seat  200.  The  society  reports 
23  members,  50  Sunday-school  scholars;  contribu- 
tions for  all  purposes,  $125.  The  present  pastor 
is  Rev.  O.  D.  Ramsay,  who  resides  at  Greenville. 

*The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Westerlo. — 
The  church  society  was  organized  on  the  26th 
day  of  [NLay,  iSoo,  in  what  was  then  the  town  of 
Rensselaerville  (now  Westerlo),  which  at  that  time 
was  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  the  original  members: 
Roswell  Bcckwith,  Aaron  Baker,  Isaac  Winston, 
Isaac  Lobdcll,  Thomas  Martin,  Benjamin  ]\Iartin, 
James  Slade,  Sarah  Winston,  Miriam  Lobdcll, 
Cynthia  Baker,  Lois  Slade,  Judith  Stanton,  Elea- 
nor Martyn,  ]Mary  Spaulding  and  Lydia  Mallison. 

On  the  day  mentioned  they  met  at  the  house  of 
Isaac  \Mnston,and  by  the  aid  of  Elder  Josiah  ^Nlor- 
ris,  of  Rensselaerville,  were  constituted  a  regular 
Baptist  Church.  The  day  after  its  organization 
four  candidates  were  received  and  baptized  into  its 
fellowship. 

They  worshiped  in  private  dwellings,  school- 
houses,  barns  and  groves  until  the  erection  of  their 
meeting-house  in  the  village  of  Chesterville.  On 
the  nth  day  of  January,  1820,  the  First  Baptist 
Society  of  the  township  of  Westerlo  met  in  the 
school-house  near  Zina  W.  Lay's,  for  the  purpose 
_  of  electing  officers  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  so- 
ciety, and  likewise  to  become  a  "  body  corporate  ' 
by  the  name  of  "The  First  Baptist  Society,"  in  the 
town  of  Westerlo.  Deacon  William  Bentley  and 
James  Slade  were  elected  presiding  ofikers,  and 
the  following  persons  were  elected  trustees,  viz. : 
Sylvester  P'ord,  James  jaycox,  William  Bentley, 
James  Slade,  Isaac  Lobdcll,  Jr.,  Knight  Bennett. 
The  presiding  officers,  c^n  the  3  1st  day  of  January, 
certified  to  the  charter  before  James  Sackett,  Com- 
missioner, and  caused  the  same  to  be  recorded  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany, 
in  the  book  of  church  patents,  the  22d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1820. 

The  deed  for  the  site  of  their  first  church  edifice 
was  given  by  George  Finney,  of  said  township,  and 
covered  thirty-five  one-hundredths  of  an  acre,  being 
part  of  lot  Xo.  238,  for  which  thev  were  to  pay  fifty 
dollars  ($50),  and  they  were  also  to  pay,  or  cause 

*FumLshed  by  Charles  L-ip.iugh,  for  the  author. 
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to  be  paid,  yearly  antl  every  year  iicrcaftcr  "  unto 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  proprietor  of  the  manor 
of  Renssclaerwyck,  or  his  legal  successors,  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  rent  of  the  whole  lot  No. 
238,  ami  to  erect  and  ever  after  maintain  a  good 
and  lawful  fence  around  said  church  plat." 

March  28,  1853,  the  society  sold  this  piece  of 
ground  and  purchased  the  one  where  their  church 
edifice  now  stands,  of  Archibald  S.  Green,  and 
moved  their  building  upon  it. 

The  church  has  had  nineteen  different  pastors. 
The  following  are  iheir  names  and  the  order  in 
which  they  served:  R.  Beck  with,  Adam  Clark,  R. 
Burrett,  David  Corwin,  \Vm.  E.  Childs,  L.  O. 
Lovcll,  M.  House,  Reuben  Winegar,  Charles  Fer- 
gueson,  Alfreil  Harvev,  G.  C.  Tripp,  Jr..  J.  D. 
Pope,  R.  F.  Hartwell,'  ].  C.  Weeden,  Car- 
penter, A.  Peloubet,  A.  \Vaterbury,  James  H.  IMc- 
Gaghen,  D.  P.  Brown. 

'l"he  church  has  received  into  her  fellowship  816 
members;  some  have  been  excluded;  162  have 
died  in  the  triumphs  of  fluth,  while  many  have 
been  dismissed  by  letter  to  join  other  churches. 

The  present  number  of  members  is  201;  number 
of  Sabbath-school  pupils,  180;  teachers,  10.  The 
church  edirtce  is  of  wood,  and  will  seat  350;  value, 
$2,000.  The  present  trustees  are  Reuben  A. 
Winston,  James  O.  Castle,  Jacob  Swartwout,  Levi 
S.  Moak,  Eiias  H.  Babcock  and  Josiah  Winegar. 

The  Reformed  Church,  located  at  Westerlo,  for- 
merly Basic,  Chester,  was  organized  in  1793.  The 
pastors  have  been  Revs.  .Samuel  Center,  mission- 
ary, 1S23;  John  Vanderveer,  missionary,  to  1S23; 
Samuel  Van  Yechten,  missionary,  1823-4;  Benja- 
min Van  Keuren,  missionary,  to  1S24;  Abram 
Fort,  1824  to '31;  Joseph  Wilson,  1832-34;  El- 
bert Slingerland,  1834-6;  John  Gosman,  1S36-8; 
Alanson  B.  Chittenden,  1839-40;  James  A.  H. 
Cornell,  184 1-3;  Samuel  Robertson,  1843-S; 
,  Nanning  Bogardus,  1849-50;  William  Demarest, 
1850-4;  Samuel  Dyer,  1856-61;  Philip  Furbeck, 
1862-7;  Adrian  Westveer,  1S68-9;  Francis  M. 
Bogardus,  1869-72;  John  H.  Pitcher,  1873-76; 
William  D.  Buckelew,  1876-79;  Solomon  T.  Cole, 
1879-83. 

The  present  officers  are  :  Elders — Geo.  Clark,' 
Gilbert  Smith,  Gilbert  .\nderson,  Albert  Carl. 
Deacons— G.  H.  Smith,  Ludlow  Udell,  William 
Burch,  E.  S.  Swartwout.  Families,  50;  commu- 
nicants, 84;  Sunday-school,  S3.  Amount  of  con- 
tributions, $480.  Value  of  church  property, 
'$2,500. 

South  Wksterlc- — A  Baptist  society  was  organ- 
ized here,  and  a  church  edifice  erected,  about  i8c8 
or  1 8 10,  then  in  the  town  of  Rensselaerville.  At 
that  time  the  place  was  called  "Smith's  ]\Iills,'" 
named  from  David  Smith,  who  owned  the  mills, 
and,  it  is  said,  gave  the  land  upon  which  this 
church  was  built.  The  society  for  many  vears  ex- 
erted an  influence  that  resulted  in  much  good, 
and  were  quite  prosperous  in  building  uj;  the  re- 
ligious and  special  interests  of  the  society.  For 
many  years  they  had  no  regular  preachers,  but 
were  supplied  by  Elders  Josiah  Baker,  William 
Stuart  and  others. 


Rev.  Reed  Burritt  was  settled  over  this  church 
about  1820,  and  contiiiuetl  as  pastor  for  ten  years 
or  more.  In  the  meantime  strife  and  dissension 
were  introduced,  and  the  '"Old  and  New  School 
Societies  "  became  in\ol\e(.l  in  a  controversv  for 
the  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  church.  The 
"New  School  ''  branch  were  successful  in  getting 
the  organization  incorporated,  thus  securing  legal 
possession  and  control  of  their  society.  Among 
otiier  ministers  who  served  this  church  were 
^Messrs.  Crocker,  Mudge  and  Stanton. 

The  society  having  fulfilled  its  mission,  and  the 
membership  gradually  decreasing,  they  disbanded 
and  sold  the  church  building  (which  stood  where 
George  W.  Robbins'  house  now  stands)  in  1S47, 
and  the  old  church  was  moved  out  of  the  village. 

The  Christian  Church  of  South  Westerlo  was  or- 
ganized in  1820  by  the  Christian  societies  of  Rens- 
selaerville, Coeymans.  Berne,  ]5altimore  and  Free- 
hold; records  of  this  society  previous  to  1833  are 
in  possession  of  the  Freehold  church.  In  the  year 
1824  the  society  erected  a  church  building,  which 
was  used  as  a  house  of  worship  until  sold  to  O.  L. 
Hannay,  and  is  now  converted  into  a  public  hall, 
and  in  which  the  society  of  Good  Templars  meet. 
In  1833  Anthony  Ilanes,  Nathaniel  Holmes  and 
Cyrus  Wheaton,  were  trustees;  Joshua  Nelson, 
moderator,  and  Thomas  Saxton,  clerk;  Abraham 
Hagen,  Robert  P.  Derboos  and  Anthony  Hanes, 
deacons. 

The  original  church  edifice,  becoming  too  small 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  society,  was  sold,  and 
the  old  tavern  property  of  \\'illiam  Showers  was 
purchased,  and  the  present  house  of  worship  and 
parsonage  were  erected  in  1872,  at  a  cost  of 
$13,000. 

The  following  arc  the  present  ofiicers  :  Rev.  D. 
J.  Putnam,  pastor;  Darius  Rundell,  Zerah  Lock- 
wood,  ^^'illiam  Lake;  O.  I^.  IIanna\'.  chairman; 
Jefferson  T.  Flannay,  clerk.  Members,  150; 
Sunday-school  scholars,  iSo;  teachers,  8:  contri- 
butions for  all  purposes,  $1,000. 

The  corporate  cemeteries  of  Westerlo  are  two. 
The  Westerlo  Rural  Cemetery  Association  was  or- 
ganized, October,  1S71,  with  Wm.  V.  L.  Lapaugh, 
jiiesident;  George  E.  Disbrow,  vice-president; 
Charles  Lapaugh,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Lewis  C. 
Lockwood,  John  Sherwood  and  Joseph  Babcock. 
trustees.  The  present  officers  are:  Henry  Smith, 
president:  James  O.  Castle,  vice-president;  Flenry 
A.  Ford,  Chester  Gifford,  Gilbert  Anderson: 
Charles  Lapaugh,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
cemetery  is  located  one  mile  north  of  the  village, 
and  contains  two  and  three-fourths  acres  of  land. 

The  Haanakrois  Rural  Cemetery  was  organized 
in  1S79,  ^^'i'h  the  following  officers  :  Edward  Gib- 
bons, president;  William  Applebee.  vice-president; 
Miner  Gibbons,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Henry 
Simpkins,  John  G.  Ward,  Alien  Knificn.  The 
cemetery  contains  two  acres  of  land,  and  is  located 
one  mile  east  of  Dormans\  ille. 

There  are  several  burial  grounds  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  which  contain  the  remains  of  the 
early  settlers,  and  the  one  at  \'an  Leuven's  Corners 
is  noted  for  the  burial  of  Col.  James  Sackett,  Most 
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of  these  private  burial  places  are  bcin,!^  super- 
seded by  incorporated  cemeteries,  which  otTor  pro- 
tection and  security  in  the  I'ulure. 

Town  Insurance. — Westerlo  and  Rensselaerville, 
of  Albany  County;  Greenville  and  Durham,  of 
Green  County,  constitute  "The  Farmers'  Fire  In- 
surance Association/' and  was  incorporated  under 
a  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  April,  1857. 
Thomas  Saxton,  director  and  ac::ent. 

Kedron  Lodi^e,  No.  960,  I.  O.  G.  T. ,  was  insti- 
tuted at  South  Westerlo,  December  15,  1S78,  with 
Dewitt  Stanton,  W.  C.  T. ;  Alice  Knowles.  now 
Hannay,  W.  V.  T.,  W.  W.  Gunnison,  G.  L.  D. ; 
F.  P.  Loucks,  L.  D.  The  following  are  present 
officers  :  F.  M.  Swartwout,  W.  C.  T. ;  Mrs.  Emily 
Stanton,  W.  V.  T. ;  Dewitt  Stanton,  L.  D.  Num- 
ber of  members,  65. 

For  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  commencing 
at  the  old  Delaware  turnjiike  and  extending  across 
the  town  to  Verplank's  Bridge,  over  the  Haanakrois 
Creek,  and  passing  through  Chesterville  and  Dor- 
mansville,  is  the  western  portion  of  the  Coeymans 
and  Westerlo  stone  road,  incorporated  June,  1S6S; 
Henry  Slingerland,  director. 

Schools.— ^\\QXQ  are  eighteen  school-houses  in 
the  township,  with  three  joint  districts.  Schools 


were  early  established,  and  A]>ollos  Moore  and 
Rol)crt  O.  K.  J5eniet  were  teachers  before  the 
township  was  organized.  John  Motl.  a  (^)uaker, 
taught  a  select  school  many  years  ago,  on  the  farm 
of  K.  Cartwright,  for  the  education  of  his  religious 
sect,  which  at  that  lime  was  c[uite  numerous.  The 
other  sects  were  not  excluded.  After  the  death  of 
Mott  the  school  was  continued  i)y  Henry  Lawson, 
and  after  him,  for  a  time,  by  John  Preston. 

Gideon  St.  John  taught  school  for  twenty-seven 
years,  and  Truman  Ingalls  f:)r  many  years,  in  con- 
nection with  a  grammar  school,  evenings.  Heman 
Crocker,  Solomon  Trowbridge,  C.  Stewart,  Moses 
Scott  and  Levi  Holmes,  Miss  Bush  and  x\nn 
Lawson  were  teachers  fifty  years  ago. 

The  number  of  children  of  school  age  for  the 
year  1S69  was  800;  the  number  attending  school, 
665;  average  attendance,  28 1.  Amount  ex- 
pended for  school  purposes  during  above  year, 
$4,701- 

Schools  in  the  township  are  well  conducted,  and 
progress  is  the  grand  feature  that  gives  promise  of  a 
higher  order  of  education. 

The  following  table  is  compiled  from  the  Com- 
missioner's report,  in  the  office  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction,  for  1883: 


No.  of 
District. 


I 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
II 
12 
'3 
«4 
IS 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 
21 


Totals  . . 


Children 
5  to  21 

Years  of 
Age. 


74 
30 
28 
28 
28 
34 
«3 
24 

27 
36 
24 
19 

27 
30 
28 

25 
27 
19 
17 
50 


658 


Number 
Attended 
School. 


45 
24 
28 

24 
17 
37 
67 
15 
23 
29 
20 

13 

20 
23 
27 
30 
20 

13 
13 
43 


5" 


Valuation  of  Real 
and  Personal 
Property  of 
District. 


$43,900 
36,720 
28,540 
17,500 
29,450 
27,750 
53,525 


Total  Amount 
for  School 
Purposes. 


14.475 
18,650 
21,850 
29,630 

24,275 
31,480 

17,120 

17,450 
14,270 
Il.iw 
41,975 


S321  79 
187  25 

139  85 
100  00 
170  13 
194  64 
289  12 
144  75 
95  30 
165  00 
230  33 
180  86 


5479.435 


J75  91 
215  00 

229  91 
191  85 
i6i  30 
181  00 
247  10 


53,476. 


Amount 

Paid 
Teachers. 


$285  00 
161  00 
120  00 
90  00 
156  00 
167  50 
232  og 


73 

50 

145 

00 

222 

00 

154  58 

175 

91 

204 

00 

189  00 
174  00 
148  00 
151  00 
213  00 


$3,062 .08 


Amount  Paid  PaidTeachers 

Teachers    |    per  week 
perweclcfor    for  Summer 
Winter  Term.  Term. 


57  50 

5  50 

3  75 

6  00 

4  00 

5  12 

6  50 

5  50 

6  75 
8  00 
4  63 


$7  50 
4  00 


00 
50 

50 
00 
00 
50 
5° 


4  00 
4  00 
6  00 

4  12 

5  50 
5  25 

3  75 
5  00 

4  00 
3  50 

5  50 


PHYSICIANS. 

The  early  physicians  of  Westerlo  were  Drs.ZinaW. 
and  Josiah  Lay,  Jonathan  Prosser,  Erastus  Hamil- 
ton, assistant  surgeon  in  the  war  of  18 12;  Peleg 
Peckham,  P.  S.  Brigham.  Willis  A.  Alston,  Ili- 
rajn  Barber,  Hyde,  George  Holmes,  Bradly. 

The  present  physicians  are:  Felix  Weidman,  who 
graduated  from  Albany  Medical  College  in  1S47; 
located  at  Central  Bridge,  then  at  South  Berne, 
1849,  and  Chesterville.  i860 


Edwin  Haines  graduated  from  Albany  Medical 
College  in  1867;  practiced  in  Albany  three  }ears. 
Stone  Bridge,  Schoharie  County,  four  years  and 
located  at  South  Westerlo  in  1873. 

Cyrus  Kcker  graduated  from  Albany  Medical 
College  in  1874;  located  at  Chesterville  in  1875. 

J.  B.  Washburn  graduated  from  Albany  Medical 
College  in  iSSi;  located  at  Lake  George,  and 
came  to  Chesterville  in  18S3. 

Ranson  H.  Gibbons,  the  oldest  physician  in  the 
township,  and  one  of  the  oldest  residents,  was  born 
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in  1802,  in  wliat  was  Cocymans.  He  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Zina  Lay  and  Dr.  Hyde:  and  to 
prepare  himself  the  better  to  practice  his  chosen 
profession,  he  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at 
Fairfield,  and  was  licensed  by  the  censors  of  Herki- 
mer County.  After  obtaining  his  license,  he  lo- 
cated, in  1S26,  at  Dormansville,  the  place  of  his 
nativity;  and  after  many  years  of  hardships,  in 
riding  over  the  hills  through  winter  storms,  and 
over  rough  roads  winding  through  the  forests,  he 
lives  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life  in  his  old  age. 

SOLDIERS. 

As  this  township  was  not  settled  until  after  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  it  has  no  record  of  soldiers 
who  are  entitled  to  credit  for  services  performed  in 
behalf  of  this  town.  IMany  who  fought  in  that 
war  afterward  become  residents. 

In  the  war  of  181  2  a  few  names  have  been  ob- 
tained, which  are  appended:  Joseph  Babcock,  T. 
^Vitbeck,  James  Sackett,  Col.  Elliot  St.  John,  Wil- 
liam and  Alexander  Mackey,  Walter  Huyck,  John 
AV.  Prosser,  Nathan  Clark,  Abram  Hageman, 
James  and  Abram  Hawley,  Benjamin  Stanton, 
Caleb  Tompkins,  Carpenter  Bishop,  ]Martin  Lam- 
bert. There  is  no  record  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
Rebellion. 

The  civil  history  of  Westerlo  commenced  April 
4,  181  5,  at  which  time  the  first  town  meeting  was 
held  at  the  house  of  William  Beardsley,  John 
(jibbons  moderator,  and  town  officers  were  elected. 
The  following  list  comprises  the  names  of  Super- 
visors, Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Town  Clerks,  in- 
cluding the  year  1884.  The  figures  denote  the 
year  elected: 

Supervisors — ^Nloses  Smith,  1 8 1 5 ;  William  Whee- 
ler, 1819;  Sylvester  Ford,  1820;  James  Sackett, 
1821  (died,  and  Moses  Smith  appointed);  Thomas 
Smith,  1822;  D.  J.  D.  Verplank,  1823;  ■Moses 
Smith,  1825;  Henry  Peers,  1826;  Thomas  Jenks, 
1828;  Peter  Onderdonk,  1830;  Charles  Hyndman, 
1831;  Anthony  Miller,  1S33;  David  Wooster, 
1835;  William  Bentley,  1837;  Zelum  Hitchcock, 
1839;  Fred.  H.  Rosekrantz,  1841;  Abraham 
Griffin,  1843;  Abram  Vrooman,  1845;  Avery  Slade, 
1847;  Caleb  Smith,  1849;  Samuel  F.  Powell,  1851; 
George  H.  Bentley,  1854;  Abraham  Griffin,  1856; 
Thomas  Sa.xton,  1858;  Abijah  C.  Disbrow,  1S60; 
Jared  T.  Reynolds,  1863;  Charles  Bentley,  1866; 
Julius  Thayer,  1868;  Orson  L.  Hannay,  1870; 
Warren  Rosekrans,  1871;  Orson  L.  Hannay, 
1872;  Daniel  M.  Wooster,  1874;  Ansil  C.  Requa, 
1880. 


Justices  of  the  Peace,  ap])ointcd — Jarcd  Rc}'nolds, 
1822;  Gilbert  Ward,  Daviti  Stanton,  Isaac  A. 
Wilt>ie,  Mathew  Miller.  First  Justices  elected  in 
November,  1827 — David  Stanton,  William  Bentley, 
Isaac  A.  Wiltsie,  Abijah  C.  Disbrow,  Joseph  C. 
Martin,  1S29;  William  Bentley,  1830;  James 
Lister,  1831;  Jeremiah  Green,  1833;  Charles 
Hyedman,  1834;  Abraham  Grifiin,  35;  Cyrus 
Ingalls,  1835;  Hugh  Scott,  1S37;  JohnP.  Wheeler, 
1840;  Samuel  ^labee,  1840;  Amasa  Thayre, 
1 84 2;  John  H.  Snyder,  1843;  Lewis  Reynolds, 
1844;  Truman  Ingalls,  1845;  D^itus  E.  Batters- 
hall,  1846;  Horace  E.  Robins,  1848;  Farley 
Fisher,  1850;  Abram  L.  Green,  1851;  Alfred 
Gibbons,  1852;  Stephen  Martin,  1853;  Samuel  F. 
Powell,  1854;  John  B.  I'eats,  56;  George  E. 
Disbrow,  1858;  Calvin  ]\Iartin,  1859;  Luther  B. 
Tompkins,  1861;  Samuel  Snyder,  1863;  Thomas 
Smith,  1864:  Alonzo  Spauiding,  1867;  Darius 
Rundell,  1868;  Edward  Gibbons,  1868:  Wm.  V. 
L.  Lapaugh,  1870;  John  W.  Gale,  1873;  Julius 
Thayer,  1876;  John  Gibbons,  1877;  Stephen  A. 
Knowles,  1S79;  Lorenzo  D.  Revnolds,  1883;  Lav 
Ruland,  1S84. 

Town  Clerks — Thomas  Jencks,  Knight  Bennett. 
I S24;  Augustus  Mygatt,  1825;  Moses  Myers,  1826; 
Thomas  Saxton,  1831;  Stephen  Tompkins,  1832; 
Cyrus  Ingalls,  1833;  Jeremiah  Green,  1834; 
.•\ndrew  ?ilyers.  1S37;  Fred.  A.  Rosekrans,  1S39; 
Philanders,  ^^'ickham,  1 84  i :  Anthony  J.  Haines, 
1843;  Calvin  ^Martin,  1S45:  James  Crandall,  1846; 
A.  S.  H.  Disbrow,  1848;  David  Gould,  1850; 
Garret  H.  Bentley,  1851;  Enos  Knapp,  1853: 
Moses  S.  De  La  Vergne,  1855;  Robert  S.  Lay, 
1857;  Jared  T.  Reynolds,  1858;  Julius  Thayer, 
i860;  Thomas  Smith,  1862;  John  H.  Snyder, 
1864;  Peter  Winegard,  1866;  James  A.  Sloan, 
1868;  Judson  A.  Bouton,  1 870;  Jacob  Swartwout, 
1S72;  Sanford  (jould,  1S73;  Warren  Rosekrans, 
1875;  Gilbert  H.  Smith,  1S77:  James  O.  Castle, 
1879;  James  F.  Fisher,  1881,  Gilbert  Anderson, 
1883. 

Alembers  of  Assembly — Moses  Stanton,  Abijah 
C.  Disbrow,  Daniel  Dorman,  Peter  Flagler,  jay 
Gibbons. 

County  Clerk — Robert  S.  Lay. 

School  Commissioner — Julius  Thayer. 


We  take  pleasure  in  making  mention  of  the  fol- 
lowing citizens,  who,  by  their  guaranteed  support, 
have  helped  to  insure  the  publication  of  this  valu- 
able work  :  Josiah  Winegard,  John  W.  Gale, 
Peter  Van  Leuven,  R.  Arnold. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWNSHH^  OF  WATERVLIET. 


By  J^COB  S.  MAKKLE. 


INTRODUCTION. 

THE  pages  devoted  to  the  history  of  \^'atervUet 
have  been  gathered  and  carefully  written  from 
sources  that  were  attainable,  and  from  information 
kindly  given  by  those  who  had  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  events  or  circumstances  connected  in  some 
way  with  the  several  subjects  under  consideration, 
and  from  which  important  data  was  obtainable. 
Old  deeds  and  other  records  have  been  of  much 
value,  and  from  these  information  of  general  in- 
terest has  been  freely  given.  Personal  assistance 
was  rendered  in  some  instances,  for  which  the 
writer  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  and  kindly 
returns  his  sincere  thanks. 

The  limit  of  the  work  precludes  much  that 
might  be  introduced,  did  it  not  trespass  upon  the 
general  plan  of  the  history  and  conflict  with  the 
province  of  other  writers. 

We  have  thus  imperfectly  traced  the  records  and 
historical  associations  connected  with  the  changes 
and  modern  progress  of  this  old  township,  from 
its  early  settlement  in  colonial  times,  and  its  strug- 
gles, to  its  present  modest  prosperity;  and  much 
of  this  has  something  to  remind  us  of  the  stalwart 
patriotism  of  its  founders  and  the  enthusiasm  which 
belongs  to  a  people  of  intelligence,  physical  vigor 
and  e.xalted  manhood. 

Albany,  1885.  ' 

WATERVLIET  TOWNSHIP. 

The  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  was  erected  into 
a  district,  March  24,  1772,  and  subdivided  into 
East  and  West  districts,  March  5,  1779,  the  river 
being  the  separating  line.  The  West  District,  as 
defined  by  act  of  March,  1772,  embraced  all  that 
part  of  the  manor  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  from 
Heeren  Island  north  to  Cumberland  County,  ex- 
cept the  City  of  Albany. 

The  name  of  W.\tervliet  is  of  Dutch  origin, 
from  water  and  vlakte,  level  plains  or  flats.  The 
level  lands  or  flats  along  the  river  were  and  are 
subject  to  overflow  in  time  of  freshets;  hence  they 
are  the  overjhived  jJats"  ox  imter -vlakte,  the  last 
word  corrupted  into  "  vlief,''  which  is  incorrect,  as 
vliet  in  the  Dutch  language  means  riier. 


This  township  was  the  first  one  organized  in  the 
county,  and  was  formed,  March  7,  17SS,  and  in- 
cluded the  West  District  of  the  Manor  of  Rens- 
selaerwyck, with  Colonial  or  State  lands  on  the 
north.  That  part  of  the  city  north  of  Patroon  and 
Quackenbos  streets,  known  as  the  Colonic,  was  in- 
corporated, March  31,  I79i,and  again,  March  jo, 
iSoi.  April  9,  1S04,*  it  was  made  a  village,  and 
April  II,  1808,  it  was  organized  by  the  Legisla- 
ture as  a  township,  in  which  it  continued  to  exer- 
cise civil  and  political  privileges  until  February  25, 
1S15,  when  the  township  was  divided,  a  part 
j  merged  into  the  bounds  of  the  City  of  Albany  and 
the  remaining  portion  reannexed  to  Watervliet.  In 
1870  a  part  of  this  old  Coloiiie  was  taken  from 
Watervliet  and  annexed  to  Albany  City. 

The  township  has  undergone  many  changes 
since  its  formation  in  17SS,  when  it  included  all 
the  territory  as  now  represented  by  the  several 
townships,  Cohoes  and  Niskayuna.  The  following 
changes  have  taken  place  and  other  divisions 
formed  from  this  parent  since  its  organization: 

Rensselaerville  was  taken  otf  in  1790,  Coeymans 
in  1 79 1,  Bethlehem  in  1793,  Guilderland  in  1803, 
Niskayuna  in  1809;  a  part  of  Colonie  was  annexed 
in  1815;.  Cohoes  was  taken  otf  in  1869,  and  in 
1870  a  portion  was  annexed  to  Albany  City. 
West  Troy  and  Green  Island,  parts  of  the  town- 
ship, are  incorporated  villages. 

The  township  is  triangular  in  shape,  resting  upon 
one  point,  and  occupies  the  northeast  corner  in  the 
county. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Schenectady  and 
Saratoga  Counties,  on  the  east  by  Saratoga  and 
Rensselaer  Counties,  on  the  south  by  Ren.sselaer 

*  The  following,  from  the  session  laws  of  1804,  reads;  "  .\n  act  to 
vest  certain  powers  in  the  freeholderi  and  inhabitants  of  th.it 
part  of  the  Town  of  Water  Vliet,  in  the  County  of  .Albany,  commonly 
called  the  Colonie,  which  was  incorporated,  .April  9,  1B04.  as  follows  : 
'  Lying  on  the  west  bank  of  Hudson's  River,  in  the  northeast  bounds 
of  the  City  of  Albany;  extending  north  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
to  Mill  Creek;  thence  west  one  mile  up  al.^ng  the  said  creek;  thence 
southerly  with  a  line  parallel  to  the  said  river  till  it  strikes  the  north 
bounds  of  said  city  ;  thence  east  t<.  t.'ie  place  "f  beginning.'  "  '1  he  til- 
lage was  to  elect  five  persons  as  trustees,  who  were  empowered  to  make 
by-laws,  levy  taxes  and  perform  other  duties  ;  a  Treasurer,  Collector 
and  live  Assessors  were  also  to  be  elected  Ly  the  freeholders,  the 
first  town  meeting  »  as  held  at  the  house  of  William  Kane,  in  Apnl, 
1809,  no  records  of  which  can  be  found. 
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County,  Albany  City  and  Guilderland,  and  on  the 
west  by  Albany  and  Giiilderland.  The  Hudson 
and  Moliawk  Rivers  flow  along  the  east  and  north 
boundary,  separating  it  from  Rensselaer  and  Sara- 
toga Counties. 

The  number  of  acres  of  land  assessed  in  1S83 
was  33,560;  the  assessed  and  equalized  valuation 
of  personal  and  real  estate  for  18S3  was  $5,524,- 
828.97;  the  assessed  valuation  of  West  Troy  and 
Green  Island,  $4,875,076.21;  total  for  the  town- 
ship, $10,399,904.18.  Population  in  1865, 
27,275;  1S70,  22,609;  1875,  20,894;  1880, 
22,220.  The  surface  is  broken  into  plains  and 
uplands,  which  have  an  elevation  of  from  200  to 
300  feet.  The  declivities  of  this  upland  have 
numerous  gullies,  worn  by  the  small  streams,  while 
the  Mohawk  on  the  east  has  made  precipitous 
banks  and  deep  cuttings  above  and  below  the  falls; 
swamps  and  small  marshes  are  numerous.  A  fine 
interval  of  alluvial  soil,  varying  in  width,  e.xtends 
along  the  Hudson;  this  is  frequently  overflowed 
by  freshets,  and  the  deposit  which  accumulates 
renders  the  soil  very  fertile.  The  soil  along  the 
river  fiats  is  a  ricli  alluvium,  and  a  light  sandy 
loam  upon  the  upland  and  plains.  There  are 
mild  sulphur  and  chalybeate  springs.  Bog  iron 
ore  is  found  in  a  few  locations,  and  some  gray  wacke 
quarries  furnish  e.xcellent  building  and  flagging 
stone. 

The  streams  or  creeks  are  small.  The  princi- 
pal ones  are  Patroon's  Creek,  with  its  tributaries, 
Sand  Kill,  Lisha's  or  Lychus  Kill,  Town  Branch, 
Schauline  Creek,  Donker  Kill,  Dry  Branch,  Ralger  j 
Kill  and  Red  Creek.  The  acreage  of  woodland  is  I 
rapidly  diminishing,  and  only  small  patches  re- 
main, containing  a  few  acres,  and  small  groves 
preserved  for  ornament  or  wind-breaks.  Roads  and 
turnpikes  are  numerous,  and  are  kept  in  good 
traveling  condition,  and  railroads  traverse  through 
the  town  in  many  directions. 

The  first  setdements  in  this  township  were  made 
upon  lands  included  in  the  Van  Rensselaer  Manor. 
The  great  inducement  and  favorable  terms  upon 
which  settlers  could  obtain  these  lands  were  at  that 
time  of  much  importance  and  advantage  to  them 
in  their  condition.  Their  means  were  very  limited, 
and  their  wealth  consisted  mostly  of  their  families, 
a  few  necessary  supplies  and  hardy  constitutions. 
The  wilderness  which  surrounded  them  could  be 
made  to  bear  fruit,  and  after  many  days  of  toil  and 
hardship,  struggling  against  poverty  and  self-denial, 
they  saw  the  result  of  their  labor,  performed  with 
rude  implements,  in  fair  crops  of  grain  and  forage, 
an  increase  in  live  stock,  more  acres  ready  for  cul- 


tivation, and  some  of  the  comforts  of  life  to  be 
enjoyed  in  old  age.  But  the  course  of  prosperity 
does  not  always  run  without  friction  ;  disturbing 
elements  cannot  always  be  guarded  against;  con- 
flicts at  that  time  were  of  varying  kinds,  and  these 
often  interfered  with  the  lone  settler's  security  and 
domestic  comfort. 

In  time  civilization  threw  her  protecting  arms 
about  them,  thus  securing  their  lives  and  property 
from  savage  and  wanton  destruction;  society  made 
advances;  moral  progress  was  strengthened  into 
spiritual  life,  and  knowledge  was  nurtured  in  the 
school  of  adversity.  It  was  this  robust  and  pioneer 
e.\perience  that  gave  action  and  power  to  a  class  of 
men  who  accepted  the  conditions  necessary  to 
educate  them  for  citizens,  asserting  their  self- 
reliance  and  principles  of  individual  right  in  the 
affairs  of  popular  government  and  the  relations  of 
social  progress.  These  early  colonists  exhibited 
shrewdness  in  the  selection  of  their  lands  for  flirm- 
ing  purposes,  and  in  locating  their  future  homes 
near  the  settlement  in  the  colony  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  so  that  they  were  under  the  protection  of 
Fort  Orange  in  time  of  trouble,  and  could  enjoy 
other  privileges  with  those  at  the  fort.  Albany  at 
that  time  was  an  outpost  of  civilization,  around 
which  clustered  a  community  of  Dutch,  who  were 
engaged  in  the  fur  trade  with  the  Mohawks  and 
other  tribes  of  Indians.  They  were  a  rude  and  nut 
always  overscrupulous  people,  were  anxious  to 
accumulate  wealth,  and  ready  for  the  best  bargain, 
that  they  might  add  to  their  possessions,  and  share 
in  the  enviable  honors,  however  won,  of  their  neigh- 
bors. 

The  Hollanders  were  wise  in  gaining  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Indians,  thus  securing  a  measure  of 
safety  from  their  stealthy,  savage  raids,  at  the  same 
time  the  better  to  control  the  trade  in  furs  with  them; 
yet  they  were  unwise  in  introducing  disturbing 
elements  in  the  civilization  of  these  savages — the 
use  of  the  tomahawk  and  rifle,  and  the  greater  evil, 
firewater.  This  sudden  change  was  so  great  that 
the  Indian  added  to  his  own  bad  habits  many 
of  those  of  the  white  man,  thus  developing  all 
his  inherent  savageness  and  brutal  tortures,  to  be 
used  against  those  who  brought  not  the  best,  but  a 
destructive,  agent  in  civilization. 

The  first  settlements  in  what  is  now  Watervliet 
were  made  north  of  the  city,  along  the  river,  extern! - 
ing  to  Port  Schuyler,  now  a  part  of  West  Troy.  The 
Van  Rensselaers  occupied  most  of  the  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Colonie;  then  came  the  Schu)  lers  and 
a  few  other  families  whose  interests  and  business 
were  mc>re  directly  connected  with  Albany.  From 
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a  map  of  the  Van  Rcnscslaer  Manor,  made  in  1767, 
there  were  then  but  14S  families  west  of  the  Hudson 
River.  The  following  names  are  given  as  settlers  at 
that  time  in  what  is  now  Watervliet.  Those  along 
the  Hudson  from  Alliany  to  the  mouth  of  the 
IMohawk  were  :  Jeremiah  Schuyler,  Peter  Schuyler, 
Col.  rhilii)  Schu_\-ler,  Peter  Cluet  (west  of  the 
Schuylers),  Jonas  Sharp,  Guy  Young,  I  fans  Van 
Arnum,  Jan  Outhout,  Henry  Pjullsing.  Cornelius 
Van  Denbcrgh,  Wirt  Van  Denbergh.  Along  the 
Mohawk  from  its  mouth  north  :  Jonas  Outhout, 
Abram  Van  Denbergh,  Cornelius  Van  Denbergh 
alias  King,    Lansing,  Henry  Lansing,  Cor- 

nelius Onderkerk,  Douw  Fonday,  Franz  Lansing, 
Dirk  Hemstraet;  and  at  the  Boght;  Hans  Lansing, 
William  Liverse,  Jan  Douwve  Fonda  (I-'rederick 

Clute   and   Wynans    on     colonial  lands). 

Along  the  Mohawk,  west  of  the  Boght:  Daniel 
Van  Olinda,  Jacob  Clute,  Bastian  Visher,  Jacob 
Freltie,  Diederick  Scheffer,  Alartys  Bovee,  Fransway 

Bovie,  Hans  Heemstraet,   Bastian  Cregier,  

Duyvepagh,   Simon   Groet,  Hans  Cluet,  Robert 

Canier.     In  the  northwest  corner:  Consaloe, 

Hans  Consaloe,  Isaac  Truax:  and  the  following 

who  lived  over  the  manor  line,   Cluet,  John 

Schuyler,  Nicholas  Hallenbeck  and  Glen  Braat. 
On  the  sand  road  to  Schenectady,  John  Richies,  at 
the  Knil;  Christie,  at  the  Sandbergh,  and  a  family 
at  the  Verfbergh. 

Many  of  these  early  settlers  have  left  their  names 
and  descendants  to  perpetuate  some  quality  of  their 
ancestry;  and  whether  the  scene  be  laid  in  the 
primitive  forest,  or  upon  the  cultivated  field,  the 
same  struggles  brought  out  invigorating  elements  { 
of  character,  which  were  qualities  essential  to  their 
robust  manhood,  which  gave  them  an  intluence  in 
civil  affairs,  and  communicated  spiritual  life  to  the 
rude  state  of  society.  Many  others  have  departed 
with  no  record  by  which  to  follow  their  outgoings, 
and  their  names  are  lost  for  all  time.  Others 
came  and  took  their  places  as  actors  in  the  great 
problem  of  human  liberty  to  be  solved  by  persistent 
exertion.  From  a  record  in  the  possession  of 
Peter  Lansing,  of  Lishaskill,  the  history  and 
genealogy  of  Hendrick  Lansing  is  taken,  Peter  I 
Le'ing  a  lineal  descendant  and  representative  of 
this  family,  whose  great-grandfather  settled  in 
Watervliet  about  1 700. 

Hendrick  Lansing,  of  the  town  of  Hasselt,  in 
the  province  of  Overy.ssel,  was  the  ancestor  of  all 
the  Lansings  in  America.  His  son  Gerret  carlv 
came  to  Beaverwyck  from  Hasselt,  near  SwoU 
Overyssel,  and  died  before  Octuber,  1679.  His 
sous  were  Hendrick,  Gerrit  and  Johannes,  and 


from  these  have  originated  the  several  families. 
The  daughters  were  Hillelie,  who  married  Storm 
Van  Derzee,  son  of  Albert  .\ndriesen  Bradt,  and 
their  daughter  Anne  married  Johannes  Becker; 
Alltie  married  Gerrit  Van  Slichtenlifirst:  Gysbertie 
married  Hendrick  janse  Roseboom. 

Hendrick  Lansing,  son  of  Gerrit,  was  in  Albany 
as  early  as  1666,  and  died  July,  1709.  His  son 
Jacob  married  HcUina  Pruyn,  and  their  son  Hen- 
drick J.  married  Lena  Winne,  1769.  Ilellina  died 
in  1827.  Jacob  died  in  1792.  Their  son  Benjamin 
married  INIary  Tymerson.  Their  children  were: 
Peter,  who  married  Catharine  Norris;  Helen,  who 
married  Lewis  Morris;  Henry  B. ,  who  married 
Eliza  Putnam,  and  afterward  Sarah  Knight:  Cor- 
nelius T. ,  who  married,  first,  Catharine  Billson, 
then  Caroline  Steers.  This  family  settled  at  Li- 
sha's  Kill,  and  comprise  one  branch  of  the  Lan- 
sings. 

Col.  John  V.  A.  Lansing,  who  married  Harriet 
Verplank,  came  here  in  1791  or  1792,  and  settled 
on  the  farm  where  his  grandson,  Vischer  Lansing, 
lives.  He  had  four  .sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
four  brothers  married  sisters,  daughters  of  Cor- 
nelius Groat;  Abram  V.  P.  Lansing  married  Helen 
Groat;  Gulian  V.  P.  married  Catharine;  Jacob  J. 
married  Rachael,  and  lohn  married  Eliza. 

The  daughters  of  John  V.  A.  married  as  follows: 
Maria,  first,  Richard  J.  Pearse,  then  Garret  L. 
Winne  ;  Williamke,  Sebastian  Pearse  ;  Helen, 
Jacob  \\'eaver,  and  Harriet,  Jacob  C.  Lansing. 

From  this  family  have  originated  the  following 
professional  men:  Rev.  Dr.  John  A.  Lansing, 
I  Revs.  Abram  G.  Lansing,  Gulian  Lansing  and  his 
son  John  G. ,  Jacob  Pearse,  Nicholas  Pearse  and 
Augustus  Pearse,  Elmer  C.  Lansing  and  J.  Mc- 
Carrol  Lansing,  physicians;  Howard  Lansing  and 
Christopher  f^ansing,  attorne}s  at  law. 

Two  brothers,  Gerret  and  R\ckert-Claas  Van 
Vranken,  sons  of  Claas  Van  Vranken,  earl}  bought 
lands  in  Niskayuna.  From  these  descended  the 
families  of  this  name  in  that  town,  (ierrit,  son  of 
Claas,  married  Ariantje  Cklrick,  and  their  children 
werc^Claas  Uldrick,  born  1683,  and  Maritie.  born 
1690.  Claas  in  1704  marrieil  Geertru}'  (Juacken- 
bos;  their  son  Petrus  married  Neeltie,  daughter  of 
Dirk  Groat,  and  from  this  family  are  the  descend- 
ants of  Watervliet,  and  the  Groats  are  probably  de- 
scended from  this  Rimily  and  from  Seymun  Groat. 

Jacob  Lansing  and  his  wife,  Hellena  Huyck, 
came  from  Holland  at  an  early  ilate,  about 
1700,  and  his  son  John  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Boght,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Egbert  Lansing. 
Ru'.ger  Lansing's  son  Gerret  settled  on  the  Mo- 
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hawk,  above  tlie  flills,  and  here  are  tlie  possessions 
and  improvements  of  Isaac  1).  F.  Lansing,  extend- 
ing along  the  river,  and  at  the  Aqueduct.  In 
1795  I.  D.  F.  Lansing  built  a  large  two-storied 
brick  dwelling  house,  near  the  Cohoes  dam,  which 
is  still  standing  and  occupied.  Tennis  Lansing's 
family  are  represented  by  the  children  of  Francis  T. 

Daniel  Van  Olinda  was  an  early  resident,  and 
obtained  a  certain  piece  of  land  from  John  De 
Puyster,  which  is  described  in  a  deed  of  sale,  given 
to  Isaac  Fonda,  July,  173S.  Portions  of  this 
property  remain  in  the  possession  of  his  de- 
scendants. 

Isaac  Fonda  was  from  Holland,  and  born  in 
1 71 5,  and  in  1749  married  Cornelia  De  Friest,  and 
his  line  of  descent  to  the  present  time  is  through 
his  son  Isaac  I.,  then  Isaac  I.,  Jr.,  Cornelius  I., 
James  V.  V.,  Daniel  D.  and  Charles  Fonda.  When 
Isaac  Fonda  obtained  possession  of  this  property 
the  following  persons  were  on  adjoining  lands: 
Gerardus  Kloett,  Hendrick  Rider,  Jacob  Lansing, 
Dirk  Bradt. 

Mr.  James  V.  V.  Fonda  (son  of  Cornelius  I.), 
80  years  old,  is  living  on  the  original  home- 
stead, and  part  of  the  old  house,  built  before  the 
revolution,  is  attached  to  a  dwelling  near  the  road, 
and  in  this  small  room  Richard  Kloet  kept  a 
tavern  during  the  stormy  days  of  revolutionary 
times,  when  Indians  and  Tories  gave  the  neighbors 
much  trouble,  for  here  they  would  meet  and  dis- 
cuss the  stirring  events  of  the  day,  which  were 
generally  boisterous  after  the  firewater  began  to 
burn.  Tradition  repeats  the  story  that  Gen. 
Washington  at  one  time  was  a  guest  in  this  house, 
and  stood  upon  the  same  floor  now  in  use,  and 
that  an  Indian,  who  became  angered,  threw  a 
tomahawk  at  Dick  Kloet,  but,  missing  him,  struck 
a  beam,  the  mark  of  which  is  now  concealed  by  re- 
pairs. Also,  that  Gen.  IMorgan  and  his  soldiers 
camped  and  occupied  the  hill  near  the  canal,  and 
quartered  his  men  upon  the  families  in  the  vicinity. 
This  seems  to  be  historical  ground.  Mr.  Fonda, 
who  relates  the  above  and  many  other  incidents, 
has  in  his  possession  a  HoUantl  Bible,  printed  in 
1713;  also,  a  powder  horn,  with  the  name  James 
Bouyngy  engraved  upon  it,  with  the  date  1756,  and 
other  designs.  He  has  also  an  old  sword,  inscribed 
with  date  of  1758,  with  the  initials  P.  D.  Another 
curiosity  is  an  "  Ulster  County  Gazette,"  published 
at  Kingston,  January  4,  iSoo,  by  Samuel  Freer  it 
Son,  containing  a  full  account  of  the  death  of 
Washington,  with  letters  from  Fngland  and  France, 
and  address  of  John  Adams,  and  proceedings  of 
Congress. 


Douw  Fonda  and  wife  were  from  Holland,  and 
his  family  was  perpetuated  by  the  descendants  of 
his  two  sons,  Abram  and  Douw.  Other  families 
of  Fondas  were  Isaac  H.  and  Henry  I.,  the  name 
being  numerous  in  the  township. 

The  Van  Rensselaer  patent  did  not  include  the 
whole  of  Watervliet,  the  northeastern  portion  being 
government  land,  and  deeds  were  given  by  Fng- 
land, as  the  one  here  mentioned,  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Lansing  Van  Denbergh,  who  kindly  per- 
mits a  record  of  it  to  be  taken.  It  is  written  on 
parchment,  in  large  English  script,  has  no  signa- 
ture, but  a  great  seal  of  the  crown,  three  inches  in 
diameter,  half  inch  thick,  of  wax,  and  now  broken 
in  many  pieces.    It  is  dated  October  21,  1697. 

"  William  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King 
of  England,  Scotland  and  France  and  Ireland  and 
Zealand,  and  Defender  of  the  Faith,  greedng: 
Our  loyal  subject,  Peter  Hendrich  De  Haas:  All 
that  land  between  the  Cohoos  and  Conn-Hagioewa, 
on  the  south  side  of  Schinictady  River,  lying  be- 
tween the  two  Creeks,  about  two  miles  in  length, 
more  or  less;  in  breadth  from  east  side  of  a  marsh, 
including  the  said  marsh,  &c. ,  kc,  at  an  annual 
rental  of  twenty  shillings,  &.c." 

This  tract  of  land  came  into  the  possession  of 
Peter  P.  and  Gerrit  P.,  sons  of  Peter  Van  Den- 
bergh. In  1S05  a  partition  deed  was  given  by 
Peter  P.  to  the  sons  of  Peter  P.,  viz.:  Douw,  Peter 
G. ,  Isaac  G.  and  Cornelius  G.  Van  Denbergh. 

This  properly  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Boght, 
and  some  portions  remain  in  the  family. 

Another  family  of  early  settlers  was  Jacob  Cluet 
and  his  sons,  Johannes  J.  and  Jacob.  This  family 
owned  a  farm  north  of  Town-house  Corners,  and 
Luvkes  Witbeck  received  a  deed  of  this  property 
from  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  dated  February  27, 
1769,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  III. 

Luyke^  Witbeck  had  three  sons,  Abram  L. ,  Ger- 
ret  and  John,  and  from  these  brothers  the  name 
descended  to  the  several  families  of  Watervliet. 
John  L. ,  son  of  Lucas  I.,  and  grandson  of  John, 
lives  upon  the  original  farm.  The  above  deed  is 
witnessed  by  Lucas  Van  Vechten,  Nicholas  Cluet 
and  Cornelius  Wendell.  Mr.  John  L.  Witbeck 
has  in  his  possession  a  small  brass  brasier,  which 
is  old  and  rare,  from  the  Fonda  family;  also,  a  re- 
markable piece  of  embroidery  upon  silk. 

At  the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  Eng- 
land, the  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  included  in 
the  west  district  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck, 
and  many  of  them  held  lands  leased  by  the  pa- 
troon  at  an  annual  rental.  Farms,  at  first,  were 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Orange,  for  protec- 
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tion.  The  settlements  gradually  extended  beyond, 
and  finally  occupied  the  level  lands  along  the  Hud- 
son and  Mohawk  Rivers.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant considerations  of  the  founders  of  this 
colony  was  to  secure  the  trade  in  furs  with  the  In- 
dians, and  to  do  this  the  Indians  were  induced  to 
bring  their  peltries  to  Fort  Orange  for  exchange. 
At  certain  periods  of  the  year  they  came  down  the 
IMohawk  to  Schenectady  or  the  falls  in  canoes, 
and  then  by  trails  to  the  place  of  barter.  These 
trails  or  paths  were  afterward  used  by  the  whites 
as  roads,  of  which  three  at  least  diverged  from  Al- 
bany— one  leading  direct  to  Schenectady,  with  a 
branch  to  tiie  west;  another  across  the  center  of 
the  town  to  the  Mohawk,  and  one  along  the  Hud- 
son up  to  the  bend  or  boght  of  the  Mohawk. 

With  few  exceptions  the  first  settlers  were  Dutch, 
and  they  readily  conformed  to  all  the  laws  and  re- 
quirements as  promulgated  by  those  in  authority. 
A  peaceable  yet  persistent  people,  with  simple 
habits  of  living,  industrious  and  persevering, 
strongly  attached  to  early  trailitions  of  justice  and 
religion,  they  planted  upon  this  soil  principles  and 
practices  which  were  the  underlying  source  of 
success,  and  the  issues  that  followed  were  the  re- 
sult of  loyalty  and  patriotism. 

In  carefully  studying  the  condition  of  the  people 
as  well  as  that  of  the  country,  the  observer  will  at 
once  notice  the  wonderful  change  that  was  wrought 
when  hostilities  ceased,  and  peace  once  more 
smiled  upon  a  nation,  now  free  and  independent. 
Every  condition  of  prosperity,  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry, every  public  or  private  enterprise,  manu- 
factures, agriculture,  commerce,  churches,  schools 
and  professions  were  now  open  and  ready  for  de- 
velopment. All  seemed  to  spring  into  new  life 
with  an  impulse  that  was  irresistible,  and  the  spirit 
of  progress  swept  with  renewed  force  over  the  land, 
of  which  this  district  received  a  large  share. 

At  this  time,  about  1785,  the  way  is  open  for  a 
new  element  to  mingle  with  Holland  society,  and 
many  families  from  New  England  and  the  adjacent 
counties  improved  the  opportunity  and  located 
among  the  Dutch,  occupying  lands  under  leases 
from  the  patroon.  This  immigration,  in  their  in- 
tercourse and  association  in  the  affairs  of  gov- 
ernment, politics,  religion  and  education,  intro- 
duced the  ideas  and  principles  of  Puritanism  which 
they  received  as  a  legacy  from  the  New  England 
teachers,  and  these  were  advanced  and  instilled  into 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  a  unity  of  sentiment  in 
essential  things  was  in  time  accepted,  the  results  of 
which  have  been  a  blessing  to  the  community  in 
elevating  morality. 


Since  1800  the  advantages  derived  from  an  in- 
telligent and  liberal  course  of  education,  as  well  as 
popular  government,  have  been  seconded  by  the 
rapid  advancement  of  general  literature  and  aided 
by  the  newspaper,  in  the  cultivation  of  knowl- 
edge which  enlarges  the  mind  and  fosters  a  spirit 
of  investigation  for  higher  culture  in  the  natural 
and  general  sciences,  the  laws  of  mechanics  and 
industrial  pursuits. 

These  have  been  well  received  in  the  town,  as  its 
general  prosperity  attests.  The  internal  improve- 
ments, its  numerous  manufactures,  its  public  and 
private  enterprises,  its  mechanical  pursuits,  its 
rapid  advance  in  agriculture,  its  system  of  modern 
schools  and  institutions  of  practical  sciences,  its 
freedom  of  religious  sentiment  as  proclaimed  Irom 
the  numerous  churches  and  religious  societies,  de- 
note the  progress  and  enlightenment  of  the  people, 
and  the  prosperity  of  those  who  contributed  to  the 
general  welfare.  The  rural  portion  of  the  town 
has  an  industrious  population  engaged  in  that  oc- 
cupation that  forms  the  basis  of  every  nation's 
prosperity,  the  tillage  of  the  soil. 

Of  late  years  the  methods  of  farming  have  been 
based  upon  practical  systems,  and  the  advance- 
ment in  special  agricultural  knowledge  from  scien- 
tific investigation  and  practical  experiments.  These 
are  sources  from  which  the  intelligent  farmer  will 
obtain  suggestions  and  results  of  much  value,  and 
the  careful  study  of  agricultural  journals  is  of  more 
value  to  the  farmer  than  the  purely  political  news- 
paper. 

Improved  machinery  and  labor-saving  imj)Ie- 
menLs  are  the  farmer's  greatest  boon;  these,  with 
judicious  breeding  of  live  stock,  are  a  source  of 
wealth  to  the  intelligent  farmer  who  exercises  wis- 
dom and  prudence  in  all  things  pertaining  to  rural 
economy.  A  large  part  of  the  cultivated  acres  in 
the  township  is  devoted  to  dairy  purposes,  for  the 
production  of  milk  to  supply  the  demands  of  Al- 
bany, Cohoes,  \\'est  Troy,  Green  Island  and  the 
neighboring  villages.  Mixed  gardening — vegetables 
and  small  fruits — is  an  industry  of  considerable 
magnitude,  extensively  conducted  upon  small  farms 
by  Germans  and  others. 

Below  is  given  a  list  of  supervisors,  justices  of 
the  peace  and  town  clerks  from  1793  to  1844. 
The  first  town  meeting  of  which  there  is  any  record 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Truax,  Jr.,  on  the 
2d  day  of  April,  1793.  The  figures  denote  the 
year  when  the  person  was  elected. 

Supervisors:  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  1793; 
Jacob  Winne,  1795;  Cornelius  Glen,  iSoi  ; 
Enoch  Leonard,   1804  ;  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
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1808;  John  Schuyler,  Jr.,  iSio;  Lucas  G.  Wit- 
beck,  1824;  Francis  Lansing,  1S27;  John  C. 
Schuyler,  1833;  Jeremiah  Schuyler,  1S37  :  Gilbert 
\.  Van  Zandt,  1838  to  1S51. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  (by  appointment) — Jurian 
Hogan,  ijgy  ;  Jedidiah  Strong,  1809;  H.  V. 
Cuyler,  1809  ;  Nicholas  Freligh,  18 10  ;  Stephen 
M.  Conger,  iSii  ;  Lyman  Stanford,  iSii  ;  Jedi- 
diah Baker,  1817  ;  E.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Jacob  L 
Wager,  1S20.  Special  town  meeting,  December 
22,  1822,  the  following  M-ere  elected  :  Jedidiah 
Strong,  Philip  Lennenbacker,  Elijah  Ranney, 
Stephen  M.  Conger,  Daniel  Van  Dyke,  1827  ; 
Isaac  Fonda,  Jr.,  1S27;  Ethical  Enders,  Isaac  H. 
Williams  and  Frederic  V.  Waterman,  1S31;  A. 


W.  Richardson,  1S33  ;  Stephen  Groesbeck  and 
Lawrence  V.  K.  Van  Demark,  1834  ;  Francis  O. 
Dorr  and  Jonathan  Hash,  1836  ;  John  Hastings, 
1838;  Supply  F.  Wilson  and  William  King, 
1839;  Jonathan  Hart,  1840;  Martin  Winne, 
1 84 1  ;  Matthew  Fort,  1842  ;  James  ^I.  Barnard, 
1844. 

Town  Clerks — Luther  Trowbridge,  1793;  Ger- 
ret  Clute,  1800;  Benjamin  Winne,  1802;  Levinus 
L.  Winne,  1S05  ;  Harmanus  V.  Cuyler,  1809  ; 
Lyman  Swan,  181 1;  John  G.  Ruby,  1S13  ;  Ger- 
ret  T.  Lansing,  1826;  Stephen  Groesbeck,  1833; 
Martin  Witbeck,  1834;  William  R.  Peake,  1835  ; 
Oliver  Burr,  183S  ;  John  Mason,  1S42  ;  Cole  H. 
Denio,  1843;  Robert  I.  'Moe,  1844. 


NEW  YORK  STATE  SURVEY.— PREL.IMINAKY  CEOGRATHICAL  POSITION  OF  STATIONS  AND 

MOxVUMENTS  IN  WATERVLIET. 


Name  of  Statio.n. 


Arsenal  

Center  Street  

Lansing  Pine  

Race  Course  

Lishaskill  1'.  O.,  Reformed  Church.  . . . 
N.  V.  C.  R.  R.  Shops,  Tall  Chimney.  . 
Williams  Monument  in  Rural  Cemetery 
County  Tine  .Monument  


No.  OF 
Monument. 


237 
240 

15 

236 


43 
97 


Owner's  N.\.me. 


Latitude. 


Longitude. 


U.  S.  Government  42°  43' 

On  Green  Inland  :42''''  44' 

Benjamin  Lansing  42'  45' 

Erastus  Corning  42°  41' 

 42°  45' 

West  Albany  42°  40' 

 42"  41' 

Watervliet  &  Niskayuna,42°  46' 
Watervliet  Niskayuna 
In  road  opposite  T.  J. 

Miller's  store.          42°  46' 


07 


09  .yy  42 

33';73^  41'  27" 

37"  73"  50'  38" 

16"  73"  42'  55 

2o"j73°  52'  36" 

38"  173''  46'  30' 

53"  73°  44'  i6- 

43"  73"  47'  59' 


I9'i73°     49'  26" 


Nestigione  Patent,  in  Saratoga  County,  and 
Connestigione,  another  old  patent,  granted  in 
1697  to  Peter  Hendri.x  De  Haas,  are  the  origin  of 
Niskayuna,  and  of  an  e.xtensive  tract  on  both  sides 
of  the  Mohawk.  The  latter  was  west  of  the  Cohoes 
Falls  and  within  the  present  township  of  Watervliet. 
The  Erie  Canal  enters  this  town  from  Saratoga 
County  in  the  northeast  corner,  crossing  the 
Mohawk  at  the  lower  aqueduct,  and  winds  aloiig 
the  margin  of  that  river,  by  the  Cohoes  Falls  and 
through  the  city  of  Cohoes  ;  thence  southerly  and 
forms  a  junction  with  the  Champlain  Canal,  just 
above  West  Troy,  through  which  it  passes,  across 
the  Arsenal  grounds,  and  thence  along  the  tludson 
River  flats  through  North  Albany — the  great  lum- 
ber market — and  by  the  Van  Rensselaer  mansion, 
to  the  Albany  basin,  about  13  miles  in  this  town, 
having  19  locks,  165  feet  descent,  and  two  locks 
of  22  feet  descent  at  the  side  just  opposite  Troy. 

West  Albany  R.  R.  Y.  .AI.  C.  A.— In  March, 
1S76,  Mr.  E.  D.  Ingersol,  general  railroad  secre- 
tary of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  America,  called  a  meet- 
ing for  the  purpose  uf  organizing  an  association, 
which  was  held  in  the  machine  shops  of  the  New 


York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  at  West 
Albany,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  T.  F. 
Blackburn  as  president.  George  S.  Spencer  be- 
came the  first  general  secretary  in  October,  1S76. 
Present  membership,  193. 

The  following  have  served  as  presidents  since 
Mr.  Blackburn:  Walter  Van  Guysling,  William  F. 
Horth,  Seth  Clark,  Charles  A.  McBain,  W.  H. 
Rockenstive,  Oliver  S.  Vedder,  E.  W.  Morgan, 
and  L.  Packard,  the  present  incumbent  The 
secretaries  have  been  George  S.  Spencer,  George 
M.  Heckendon,  Augustus  C.  Doerscher  and  ¥.. 
\y.  Gorton. 

VILLAGES,  POST-OFFICES  AND  HAMLETS. 

Boght  (or  Groesbeck's  Corners),  an  old-settled 
place  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  township,  in 
the  bend  or  boght  of  the  Mohawk,  on  the  Loudon- 
ville  road,  and  near  Crescent  station,  west  of 
Cohoes,  contains  twenty  dwellings.  Reformed 
Church,  parsonage,  school-house  No.  18,  bhue 
shop,  and  formerly  a  store.  This  vicinity  and  the 
Aqueduct  were  settled   by  Van  Dcnberghs,  Van 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  WATER  VLIET. 


De  Marks,  Fondas,  Clutes,  Van  Vrankcns,  Lans- 
ings, and  later  hy  \Vm.  Grocsbeck,  the  Simons, 
Godfreys,  Rofts,  Dunsbacks,  and  Runkcls. 

North  of  the  Boght  is  the  Aqueduct,  containing 
dry-dock  and  brick-yards,  and  north  is  Dunsback 
Ferry,  across  the  Mohawk.  Here  John  \'an  De 
]\Iark  kept  tavern,  and  early  settlers  ^vcrc  Van 
Vrankens.  The  Erie  Canal  crosses  the  Mohawk 
River  in  the  northeast  corner  by  a  stone  aqueduct, 
1,1371  feet  long,  resting  on  26  piers,  which  are  26 
feet  high,  and  contains  18  locks. 

Town  House  Corners  (Van  Vranken's,  and  now 
Latham's  Corners),  is  a  hamlet  at  the  crossing  of 
the  Loudonville  road  and  the  Troy  and  Schenec- 
tady turnpike,  six  miles  from  Albany.  ILas 
been  known  by  the  above  names  from  local  causes. 
The  neighbi  irhood  was  settled  by  Van  Den  Berghs, 
Witbecks,  Van  Olindas,  Van  Vrankens,  Oothouts 
and  Mathias  ^larkle.  Joseph  Ycarsley  and  IMyn- 
dert  \m  Dcnbcrgh  kept  taverns  many  years  ago. 
The  neighborhood  is  thickly  settled  and  contains 
41  dwellings.  Reformed  Church,  parsonage,  school- 
house  No.  II,  hotel,  James  Latham,  proprietor, 
and  blacksmith  shop.  Dr.  Jonas  Wade  located  in 
the  vicinity  as  early  as  1S06;  was  a  successful  prac- 
titioner in  his  day,  and  much  reputed  for  his  many 
good  qualities.  His  son,  E.  M.  Wade,  succeeds 
him,  and  another  son,  Edward  Wade,  is  a  lawyer 
of  Albany  City. 

Watervliet  Center  (P.  O. )  is  a  small  hamlet  in 
the  northern  central  part  of  the  township,  located 
on  the  Troy  and  Schenectady  turnpike,  two  miles 
north  of  the  Shaker  settlement,  and  contains  thirty- 
six  dwellings,  two  stores,  James  Pearse,  merchant 
and  postmaster;  William  Graham  &  Brother,  gen- 
eral merchandise;  Abram  W.  Fraleigh,  proprietor 
of  the  hotel;  two  blacksmith  shops  and  wheel- 
wright shop.  School-house  No.  6,  built  as  early  as 
1800,  and  the  old  house  in  which  Laban  Hills 
kept  tavern  in  1820,  are  landmarks. 

The  postmasters  have  been  Laban  Hills,  Lewis 
INIorris,  and  James  Pearse,  the  present  incumbent. 

Early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  were  Witbecks, 
Orlops,  Van  Vrankens,  Groats,  Feros,  Dr.  Fraley, 
Sickles  and  Forts,  at  Fort's  Ferry.  Those  who 
came  after  were  Chamberlain,  Gallager,  Weather- 
wax,  Cragiers  and  Lewis  Morris,  who  came  about 
1835,  and  made  great  improvements  in  erecting 
hotel,  store  and  several  shops  of  which  he  was  pro- 
prietor, and  from  this  circumstance  the  place  is 
known  as  Morrisville. 

Near  here,  on  the  Town  Creek,  were  the  mills  and 
woolen  factories  of  Henry  Waterbury,  and  on  the 
same  creek  near  Fort's  Ferry  were  the  Shaker  mills. 


Shaker's  (P.  O. ),  two  miles  south  of  ^^'atervliet 
Center,  and  eight  miles  north  of  Albany,  is  the 
.settlement  now  comprising  the  four  families  of  the 
Shakers  who  located  here  in  1775,  on  lands  leased 
from  the  Patroon,  then  a  wilderness.  The  settle- 
ment number's  300  souls.  This  is  a  favorite  resort 
for  visitors  in  summer,  and  is  reached  by  a  pleasant 
drive  on  the  Shaker  road.  For  full  details  see 
County  History. 

Lisha's  Kill  (P.  O.),  name  derived  from  an  In- 
dian who  is  said  to  be  buried  on  the  bank  of  the 
creek  near  Visher  Lansing's,  is  a  small  hamlet  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  town,  on  the  old  Albany 
and  Schenectady  turnpike,  nine  miles  northwest 
from  Albany,  and  near  the  Central  Railroad. 

The  first  settler  was  Jacob  Lansing,  grandfather 
of  Benjamin,  and  his  descendants  are  numerous  in 
the  vicinity.  Another  early  settler  was  John  V.  A. 
Lansing,  who  came  in  1792.  ]\Liny  of  his  de- 
scendants are  residents  of  the  neighborhood. 
Tliese  were  followed  by  Van  Benthu}'scns,  Ostroms, 
Van  Zandts,  Groats,  Bulsons,  Campbells,  Stan- 
fords.  Charles  Stanford  kept  a  tavern  on  the  turn- 
pike as  early  as  1S03.  He  was  an  enterprising  and 
respected  citizen,  and  was  the  father  of  ex-Gover- 
nor Stanford.  Here  for  many  years  was  C.  Lans- 
ing's tavern  and  Morris'  store.  The  post-office 
was  established  about  1S30.  Postmasters  have 
been  Lewis  and  Jacob  Morris.  Peter  Lansing  was 
appointed  in  1S48,  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 
Mr.  Lansing  is  also  proprietor  of  a  general  mer- 
chandise store,  notary  public,  and  formerly  kept  a 
hotel.  The  neighborhood  is  thickly  settled  with 
thrifty  farmers.  Two  school  houses,  Nos.  7  and  8, 
afford  the  children  facilities  for  education.  The  Re- 
formed Church,  parsonage  and  sheds  attached,  are 
conveniences  for  spiritual  instruction,  and  com- 
forts for  the  farmers'  horses.  A  blacksmith  shop 
near  by  is  a  necessity,  and  the  toll-gate  is  a  reJic  of 
former  days,  when  six-horse  teams,  with  heavy 
freight  wagons  loaded  with  merchandise,  were  pass- 
ing and  repassing  at  all  hours  of  the  day. 

Newton ville  (P.O.),  formerly  Newton's  Corners — 
names  given  in  honor  of  John  M.  Newton,  who 
came  here  about  1S40,  and  soon  after  erected  a 
dwelling,  and  in  1850  a  building  for  a  store.  He 
was  an  enterprising  citizen  and  deservedly  respected. 
He  was  engaged  in  active  business  during  his  life, 
and  his  sons  continue  the  same  line  of  business  in 
the  city  where  they  reside. 

The  post-office  was  established  in  1850.  John 
Holmes  was  the  first  po-~lmaster,  and  retains  the 
office  up  to  this  time.  President  Arthur's  father 
was  Holmes'  bondsman. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBAXY. 


This  hamlet  is  on  each  side  of  the  Loudon  road, 
four  miles  north  of  Albany,  and  is  pleasantly 
located.  Has  a  ]\Icthodist  church  and  parsonage, 
school-house  No.  13,  store,  of  which  John  H. 
Kemp  is  proprietor,  in  which  the  post-office  is 
kept.  Here  are  located  the  shops  of  James 
Brewster,  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  wagons, 
carriages  and  sleighs  and  general  jobbing  work; 
located  at  Ireland's  Corners  in  1851;  came  here  in 
1876  as  James  Brewster  &  Son;  the  firm  is  now 
James  Brewster's  Sons  (James  C.  and  William  H.). 
The  original  IMethodist  church  was  built  about 
two  miles  from  here,  near  Lawson's,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  a  boarding  school — "Home  Lawn" — 
was  conducted  by  the  Cole  family.  Rev.  William 
Arthur  (father  of  President  Arthur),  a  Baptist 
preacher,  also  was  principal  of  a  private  school  for 
some  time.  The  Baptist  church  (now  abandoned)  is 
just  on  the  borders  ot  the  village.  Early  residents 
in  the  vicinity  were  Gilbert  Waterman,  Capt.  Van 
Olinda,  John  Gornay  and  others.  Dr.  PL  C. 
Abrams  is  located  here  as  physician.  Following 
the  plank  road  south,  on  either  side,  are  many  fine 
residences  and  farm  houses,  which  continue  for  the 
intervening  short  distance,  and  Ireland's  Corners 
(P.  O.),  now  Loudonvillc  (P.  O. ),  is  reached. 
This  is  a  thriving  and  lovely  suburban  hamlet, 
three  miles  from  Albany,  on  the  Loudonville  plank 
road.  The  name  is  from  Lord  Loudon,  and  the 
road  was  in  use  previous  to  and  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war. 

The  village  owes  its  first  name  to  Elias  H.  Ire- 
land, who  bought  the  lands  in  1832  of  Van  Rens- 
selaer, then  all  woods  and  only  three  houses  or 
families  near  him.  Jonathan  Seeley  Ireland  was  a 
preacher  in  the  early  days  of  INIethodism,  and 
being  independent,  he  was  his  own  se.xton.  Thomas 
Seeley  Ireland,  father  of  Elias,  had  settled  in  the 
vicinity  previously,  as  well  as  Charles  T.  Ireland 
and  John  Ruby.  Dr.  Peter  B.  Noxen  came  here 
soon  after  E.  H.  Ireland,  and  practiced  medicine 
during  his  lifetime.  Pie  was  located  at  first  at 
Coeymans  Landing.  Elias  made  improvements, 
engaged  in  the  hotel  and  merchandise  business, 
was  quite  successful,  and  died  in  1S70.  Plis  prop- 
erty has  changed  hands  and  great  improvements 
are  being  made.  The  post-office  was  established 
about  1850,  Elias  H.  Irelanti,  postmaster  ;  name 
changed  to  Loudonville,  1871  ;  Samuel  Bacon, 
postmaster.  James  Brewster  located  here  in  1S51, 
for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  wagons,  carriages 
and  sleighs;  in  1S76  he  removed  to  Newtonville. 

There  is  a  store,  containing  general  merchandise, 
in  which  is  kept  the  post-office,  Ralph  PI.  Gove, 


proprietor,  also  present  postmaster.  School-house 
No.  1 1  is  pleasantly  located  and  arranged  for  two 
teachers. 

This  is  the  finest  and  most  desirable  suburb  of 
Albany,  and  with  Newtonville,  is  a  closely  popu- 
lated district.  The  Loudon  plank  road  offers  easy 
access  and  delightful  drives.  The  surroundings 
possess  many  attractions,  and  as  a  quiet,  rural  re- 
sort, or  place  of  residence,  many  of  the  business 
men  of  the  city  have  fine  mansions,  beautiful 
lawns,  gardens  and  green-houses,  which  are  much 
admired  for  their  cheerful  and  home  attractions. 
These,  with  the  surroundings  of  the  neighborhood 
and  the  natural  scenery  quite  diversified,  possess 
many  striking  features.  Among  those  who  reside 
here,  and  have  done  so  much  for  the  permanent 
benefit  and  encouragement  of  a  higher  order  and 
cultivation  of  the  beautiful  in  nature  and  art,  are 
Samuel  Bacon,  P.  K.  Diedrick,  George  L.  Stead- 
man  and  John  C.  Huglison. 

Center  Station,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town, 
on  the  Central  Railroad,  is  a  collection  of  a  few 
houses,  and  the  place  is  a  way-station,  which  fur- 
nishes conveniences  to  the  residents  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

iMenand's  Station,  on  the  Albany  and  Northern 
Railroad,  is  the  location  of  Louis  IMenand's  exten- 
sive green-houses,  flower  gardens  and  nursery 
grounds,  which  were  established  by  the  present 
proprietor  in  1842.  Here  are  located  the  fair 
grounds,  originally  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
State  Agricultural  Society. 

They  contain  several  buildings,  sheds  and  ample 
accommodation  for  poultry,  live  stock,  manufac- 
tures, machinery,  domestic  and  agricultural  pro- 
ducts and  implements.  The  place  is  convenient 
of  access  from  all  points  by  steamboats,  railroads 
and  horse  cars.  The  State  P'air  for  the  present 
year,  1885,  is  appointed  to  be  held  here.  The 
property  is  now  owned  by  John  Sundergan.  Plere 
also  are  located  the  Rural,  St.  Agnes  and  Anshe 
Emeth  cemeteries. 

I-Iarly  settlers  here  were  Schuylers,  Ten  Eycks, 
Gorways,  Glens,  Jermains,  Hillhouse.  The  vicin- 
ity is  now  thickly  populated,  and  many  business 
men  of  Albany  have  their  residences  here.  The 
attractions  of  natural  scenery  and  the  result  of 
modern  science  and  skill  have  changed  the  aspect  of 
these  low,  hilly  ridges  and  rendered  them  conspic- 
uous and  beautiful  for  situation,  possessing  many 
striking  features  fur  the  skill  of  the  artist  to  develop  in 
design  of  architecture  and  landscape  ornamentation. 

West  Albany  P.  O.  (formerly  Spcncerville).  This 
is  a  busy  and  thriving  place,  lying  north  of  Pa- 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  WATERVLIET. 


troon's  Crock  and  west  of  the  city  line,  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  City  Mall,  reached  by  State 
street  and  Central  avenue  horse  cars,  and  New- 
York  Central  Railroad  cars,  which  pass  Uirou,u:h  it. 
Here  are  locateil  the  extensive  repair,  machine  and 
car  shops,  enn^ine  houses,  cattle  yards  and  other 
industries  connected  with  the  al)Ovc  railroad.  The 
necessary  ground  occupied  for  the  transaction, 
transfer  and  other  purposes  of  the  company's  im- 
mense business  at  this  place  covers  many  acres; 
1,500  men  are  emphn'cd,  under  competent  super- 
intendents and  skilled  foremen. 

The  stock  yards  here  are  next  in  importance  to 
those  of  Chicago  and  Buffalo,  and  in  former  years  the 
transaction  in  live  stock  was  even  more  extensive. 

The  business  was  originally  commenced  as  early 
as  1S47,  by  Wm.  Wolford  and  Gallup,  on  Wash- 
ington avenue,  afterward  at  the  old  "  Bull's  Head," 
on  the  Troy  road,  and  then  transferred  to  what  is 
now  the  end  of  Central  avenue  by  Hunter  and  Gal- 
lup. About  i860  the  business  was  removed  to  its 
present  location  in  West  Albany,  where  large  sheds 
and  commodious  buildings  were  erected,  with 
other  accommodations  for  feeding,  transfer  and 
shipment  of  stock. 

For  several  years  Allerton,  Dutcher  &  Moore  were 
proprietors  of  the  cattle  }  ards,  and  in  November, 
1868,  Eastman  Brothers  became  proprietors,  and 
have  continued  to  the  present.  They  purchase 
500,000  tons  of  hay  for  feeding  the  stock  for  one 
year.  A  large  brick  hotel,  conducted  by  John  Wil- 
liamson, is  located  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
yards,  which  furnishes  accommodations  for  buyers 
and  sellers. 

The  post-office  was  established,  September,  1862, 
by  the  appointment  of  Joseph  Mather  postmaster. 
The  present  postm;  ster  is  George  W.  Gibbons. 
The  business  transacted  here  has  materially 
fallen  off  for  the  past  few  years,  which  is  attributed 
to  the  shipment  of  slaughtered  beef,  in  refrigerator 
cars,  to  all  the  great  cities,  as  well  as  live  stock  to 
foreign  markets.  The  receipts  of  hogs  and  sheep 
do  not  show  much  change.  The  following  table 
gives  some  important  figures,  which  are  obtained 
from  reliable  sources,  and  gives  the  number  of 
car'loads  for  the  years  designated  : 


Year. 

Car  Loads 
Cattle. 

Car  Loads 
Sheep. 

Car  Load? 
Hogs. 

Car  Loads 
Horses. 

1878  

28,238 

10,262 

4,894 

627 

1879  

31.484 

9.923 

5.449 

949 

18S0  

34,7iS 

10,312 

5-234 

1,058 

18S1  

33.452 

10,057 

5. •53 

006 

1882  

24,208 

9.4')7 

6,172 

788 

1SS3  

20,847 

10,718 

6,595 

717 

1884  

'7.444 

9.925 

ID,  891 

85 1 

The  following  gives  the  number  of  live  animals: 


Year. 

Car  Loads 
Cattle. 

Car  Lo.ads 
Sheep. 

Car  Loads 
Hogs. 

Car  Loads 
Horses. 

1S80  

18S1  

525,228 
568,225 
411,536 
375,200 
299,760 

1,089,800 
1, 60S,  120 

1.324.530 
1,690,650 
1,207,975 

992,309 
979-070 

1,1 10,960 
961,300 

1,999,070 

15,184 
11,778 
10, 2.(4 
8,808 
13.158 

1SS2  

1 883  

18S4  

For  the  week  ending  December  31,  1S84,  there 
was  received:  Cattle,  car  loads,  3,910;  sheep,  car 
loads,  ^ 2, 760;  hogs,  car  loads,  25,500;  horses.  So. 

t 

MANUFACTURES,  ^HLLS  AND  OTHER 
INDUSTRIES. 

Grist  and  saw-mills  were  erected  on  the  small 
streams  at  an  early  date.  These  creeks  furnished  a 
limited  warer  power,  which  served  the  people  in 
their  needs  of  lumber,  flour  and  manufacture  of 
domestic  supplies.  Remains  of  these  early  mills  arc 
in  a  few  localities;  others  have  been  erected  upon 
their  ruins,  thus  have  served  their  purpose,  and 
now,  with  the  strides  of  modern  progress  and  in- 
vention, changes  have  been  wrought,  improvements 
made,  and  steam,  in  a  great  measure,  monopolizes 
as  a  motive  power  the  ancient  water  wheel. 

Caldwell,  Frazier  &  Co.  had  a  factory,  and   

Muir  clothing  works  on  iMill  Creek  as  early  as 
1S03.  The  Shakers  had  a  grist  and  saw-mill 
about  the  same  time.  The  Eansings  had  a  saw- 
mill on  Lisha's  Creek.  Grist  and  saw-mills  have 
been  operated  for  many  years  on  the  Schaline  or 
Town  Creek,  near  where  it  empties  into  the  Mo- 
hawk. These  are  now  operated  by  Taylor 
Brothers.  A  woolen  factory,  near  Watervliet 
Center,  on  the  same  creek,  was  formerly  con- 
ducted by  the  Waterburys.  Mills  and  manufactories 
of  various  kinds  were  early  erected  and  operated 
on  the  Patroon's  Creek,  in  Tivoli  Valley.  These 
are  nr>w  within  the  city  boundary.  With  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  mills,  manufactories  and  industries 
are  confined  to  the  cities  and  villages. 

The  works  of  greatest  magnitude  now  in  the 
rural  portion  of  the  town  are  the  fine  brick  build- 
ings erected  by  Truman  G.  Younglove  in  1S66  as  a 
straw-board  paper  mill,  the  lime  and  cement 
kilns  and  the  Lansing  grist-mill.  These  are  located 
just  below  the  "  Cohoes  Company's"  dam,  and 
near  the  Cohoes  city  line. 

The  paper  mill  has  all  the  modern  machinery 
and  first-class  fixtures;  was  operated  by  the  owner 
and  builder  for  three  years;  then  passed  into  the 
"  Cohoes  Straw- Board  Company,"  composed  of  T. 
G.  Younglove  &  Co.  (G.  H.  Stewart  and  I_evi 
Dodge),  who  operated  it  till  April  i.  1SS3. 
The  property  is  now  owned  by  Thomas  Bris- 
line.  When  in  operation,  seven  tons  of  straw 
were  manufi\ctured  into  five  tons  of  paper  per 
day,  requiring  four  tons  of  coal,  and  about  twenty- 
eight  men  were  employed.  The  m.onthly  pay-roll 
amounted  to  $1,100.  The  motive  power,  turbine 
wheels,  driven  by  water  from  the  Cohoes  Com- 
pany's Canal. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  ALBANV. 


The  lime  and  cement  works  were  started  in  iS6q, 
by  tlie  ' '  Capitol  Lime  and  Cement  Company,"  com- 
posed of  Trum.in  G.  Younglove,GeorLre  Stewart  and 
David  T.  Lamb,  of  Waterford,  and  Henry  Duns- 
back,  of  Crescent,  Saratoi^a  County.  'J'he  kilns 
are  not  used  at  present.  The  mill  is  now  ojierated 
for  grinding  soap-stone  and  marble.  The  jjrop- 
erty  is  now  owned  by  Lewis  Ilofiman. 

Here  also  is  located  the  grist-mill  which  was 
originally  owned  by  Gerret  Lansing,  and  then  by 
L  D.  F.  Lansing.  Connected  with  it  is  the  dwell- 
ing house  erected  in  1795.  The  work  of  greatest 
importance  at  this  place  is  the  dam  across  the 
Mohawk,  above  the  falls,  which  furnish'es  the 
water  power  for  die  Cohoes  industries. 

The  "Cohoes  Company''  was  incorporated, 
]\Lirch  2S,  1S26,  with  a  caj)ital  of  $250,000,  which 
was  increased,  April  26,  1843,  to  $500,000.  The 
first  trustees  of  this  company  were  Charles  E. 
Dudley,  Peter  Remsen,  Francis  Olnistead,  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  Jr.,  Canvass  White,  David  Wilkin- 
son and  Henry  J.  \^'ycoff.  A  dam  was  built 
across  the  river  in  1831,  which  was  carried  away 
in  1832.  Another  was  constructed,  and  this  was 
partially  destroyed  in  1839,  and  rebuilt  the  same 
year.  The  company  now  own  the  entire  water 
power  from  lialf  a  mile  above  to  one  mile  below 
the  falls,  which  gives  a  total  descent  of  120  feet. 

The  present  stone  dam  was  constructed  in  1S65, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  costly 
structures  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  The 
entire  length  of  the  dam  is  i,443  feet,  and  with  the 
head-gate  and  gate-house,  which  is  of  solid  stone 
and  brick  masonry,  built  in  1866,  cost  $180,000. 

The  directors  at  this  time  were  Alfred  Wild, 
president ;  William  T.  Garner,  Charles  Van 
Benthuysen,  David  J.  Johnson,  Samuel  John- 
son, William  W.  Niles,  and  Truman  G.  Young- 
love,  agent.  The  work  was  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  agent.  The  engineer  was  \\'illiam  E. 
Worden  ;  assistant,  David  H.  Van  Auken  ;  and 
contractor,  John  Bridgford. 

Five  canals  at  ditierent  levels  are  constructed, 
and  the  water  is  again  used  from  the  level  of  the 
State  dam.  These  canals  were  constructed  at 
difTerent  periods,  the  first  in  1S34,  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  long,  with  a  fall  of  18  feet;  the  second  in 
1845,  one-third  of  a  mile  in  length  and  a  fall  of  2 5 
feet  ;  the  third  is  half  a  mile  long  and  23  feet  fall. 
This  and  the  previous  one  are  parts  of  the  old  Eric 
Canal.  The  fourth  and  fifth  have  a  fall  of  20  feet  i 
each.  The  entire  water  power  is  estimated  at 
io,coo  horse  power,  and  all  is  not  utilized.  The 
abuttal  of  this  dam  on  the  east  is  the  town  of 
Waterford. 

lienry  O.  Lansing,  about  1875,  built  a 
custom  grist  and  saw-mill  on  the  Lisha's  Kill, 
to  be  operated  by  water  or  steam,  containing  two 
run  of  stone  and  a  corn- crusher  ;  frame  building. 
The  Shakers  have  one  of  the  largest  saw  mills  in 
the  town.  There  is  not  the  demand  for  mills  of 
this  kind  that  there  was  formerly.  As  the  forests  are 
growing  less,  and  timber  is  becoming  scarce  and 
increasing  in  value,  farmers  purchase  their  luml  er 
and  save  their  small  forests. 


CHURCH  HISTORY  AND  SOCIETIES- 
WATER  VLIET.  , 

In  collecting  the  history  of  the  several  churcli 
and  religious  organizations  of  Watervliet,  the  same 
conditions  exist  that  prevailed  with  early  organiza- 
tions throughout  the  county.  For  many  years  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  was  the  only  organized 
religious  body.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Johan- 
nes Megapolensis,  who  came  to  Albany  in  1643. 
The  services  were  conducted  in  the  Holland  lan- 
guage for  140  years,  and  for  sevenly-five  years  this 
was  the  religion  of  this  colony.  At  this  time.  1716, 
the  first  P'piscopal  churcli  west  of  the  Hudson  was 
opened  for  worship,  and  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
1 76 1  or  1762,  and  it  is  well  to  know  upon  what 
authoritv  the  jicople  were  guaranteed  the  right  of 
worship.  Here  is  the  foundation  stone,  contained 
in  the  "New  York  Charter  of  Liberdes,"  ujion 
which  is  built  the  fundamental  principle  of  our 
government,  and  which  should  be  sacredly  held  as 
a  divine  legacy  : 

"No  person  professing  faith  in  God  by  Jesus 
Christ  shall  at  any  time  be  in  any  ways  disquieted 
or  questioned  for  any  difference  of  opinion. "  The 
companv  was  bound  to  give  them  local  govern- 
ment; officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  directors 
and  council,  and  were  invested  with  the  religious 
privileges,  as  the  following  extract:  "No  other 
religion  was  to  be  publicly  tolerated,  save  that 
taught  and  exercised  by  the  authority  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  Uniteil  Provinces."  This  pro- 
vision was  imperfectly  complied  with,  yet  in  1639 
"the  Bible  was  declared  to  be  the  Constitution  " 
by  the  government  of  the  colony  of  New  Haven. 
Then  membership  in  the  churches  was  largely  under 
the  control  of  the  ministers,  and  civil  and  religious 
obedience  was  exacted  from  all.  The  Flolland 
and  English  colonists  had  contended  for  relig- 
ious liberty  and  vested  rights,  and  they  thought 
these  could  be  best  preserved  by  the  protection  of 
freedom  in  religious  liberty  and  a  conservative 
government  which  would  secure  equal  political 
rights,  to  be  adjusted  by  the  people.  To  the  early 
principles  taught  by  these  true  men,  in  a  spirit  of 
intensified  conscience  that  were  destined  to  perform 
an  imjioitant  part  in  the  civilization  of  this  new 
world,  are  we  largely  indebted  for  this  spirit  of 
freedom  and  action,  which  is  an  inheritance  to  be 
preserved  for  all  time  as  priceless, 
i  It  may  be  well  to  ascertain  what  were  some  of 
the  causes  that  operated  against  the  early  forma- 
tion of  church  societies  disconnected  and  remote 
from  those  at  Albany. 

First,  the  country  was  slow  of  settlement  and 
families  were  widely  separated.  Secondly,  the 
wealth  of  these  pioneers  consisted  in  their  poverty, 
hardshi[)s,  self-denial,  and  in  their  rude  cabins. 
Thirdly,  the  disturbed  and  unsettled  condition  of 
their  surroundings  rendered  life  and  property  un- 
safe, subject  at  any  time  to  the  attack  of  their  cruel 
and  savage  enemies,  the  Indians. 

As  settlement  advanced  in  the  manor,  material 
progress  folktwed.  This  gave  encouragement  for  re- 
newed efibrt  in  the  ilirection  of  religious  privileges. 
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wliich  had  in  a  great  measure  been  denied  them. 
As  their  means  were  yet  limited,  they  collected  or 
gathered  in  small  bands  at  the  most  central  house 
of  a  neighbor  for  private  worship,  and  thus  extended 
their  religious  views  and  inllucnce  among  their  im- 
mediate neighbors,  and  formed  a  nucleus  for 
future  growth.  The  first  organized  church  or 
society  beyond  the  city  seems  to  have  been  in  the 
town  of  Eerne,  about  the  year  1763,  and  one  in 
Niskayuna,  about  the  same  time,  both  Reformed 
Dutch  churches.  The  exact  date  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  these  churches  with  some  others,  is  uncer- 
tain, as  the  records  have  been  lost,  and  tradition  is 
not  always  reliable.  From  this  time  no  further 
efforts  were  made  for  the  establishment  of  church 
organizations  until  after  hostilities  ceased  and 
peace  followed  the  war  for  independence,  which  at 
once  opened  the  way  for  religious  liberty  and 
freedom  to  all  classes  and  creeds. 

It  was  from  the  Holland  ancestors,  who  had  fled 
from  enforced  cruelty  and  persecution,  that  these 
great  principles  of  human  liberty  and  conservative 
religious  freedom  were  inherited  ;  yet  we  should  not 
forget  that  spirit  and  system  of  moral  development 
which  was  brought  and  fostered  by  the  English, 
and  particularly  those  who  came  from  New  Eng- 
land, who  had  also  been  tried  by  the  same  severe 
test  of  persecution,  and  which  serves  as  a  balance 
to  preserve  the  fi:)rces  which  exalt  religious  freedom 
and  energies,  the  rights  of  justice  to  the  common 
interests  of  humanity.  ^^loral  progress  and  relig- 
ious development  which  was  now  influenced  by  the 
revival  or  introduction  of  new  elements,  by  the 
free  expression  of  ideas  and  newspaper  exhibits  of 
intelligent  views,  brought  a  conflict  of  opinions  and 
religious  convictions  that  opened  a  spirit  of  discus- 
sion, and  introduced  practices  somewhat  unex- 
pected in  their  results.  Yet  the  test  of  vital  piety 
and  truth  of  the  doctrines  were  practically  sus- 
tained, and  Galvanism  maintained  a  place  among 
the  churches  ;  for  at  that  time  the  Calvanistic  faith 
and  doctrines  were  attacked  by  other  orthodox  fol- 
lowers. 

The  lessons  taught  from  this  controversy  were 
not  without  their  powerful  influence  upon  the  re- 
vival of  a  purer  Christianity,  and  the  spirit  of  intol- 
erance was  in  a  measure  swept  away  for  the  more 
charitable  one  of  brotherly  love. 

The  organizatii  m  of  Reformed  churches  in  Water- 
vliet  was  previous  to  its  formation  as  a  township; 
other  denominations  in  time  followed,  and  now 
there  are  three  Reformed,  three  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Presbyterian,  one  Roman  Catholic.  The  churches 
of  West  Troy  and  (jrecn  Island  are  not  included  in 
tjie  history  of  the  rural  district  of  Watervliet.  The 
Boght  Reformed  (Dutch)  Church  is  located  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  town,  above  the  Falls,  and 
northwest  of  Cohoes,  in  the  bend  or  elbow  of  the 
Mohawk  River,  boght  being  the  Dutch  for  bend. 
For  many  years  the  nearest  church  was  at  Albanv  ; 
but  they  had  worship  among  themselves,  and  a 
building  was  erected  for  occasional  worship  at  an 
early  period.  There  is  no  record  of  the  first  house 
of  worship  that  was  standing  when  the  church  was 
organized. 


A  petition,  signed  by  forty-two  persons,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Classis  of  Albany,  February  22,  17S4, 
and  the  first  record  of  organization  is  Ajiril  14, 
17S4.  From  the  relation  afterward  sustained  be- 
tween this  church  and  the  one  at  Niskayuna,  it  is 
evident  that  the  lioght  Church  is  to  be  regarded  as 
the  offspring  of  the  Niskayuna  congregation.  As 
the  Niskavuna  Church  was  originally  in  Water- 
vliet, some  mention  of  it  must  form  part  of  the 
history  of  this  township.  The  precise  date  of  its 
organization  cannot  be  determined,  as  the  facts 
and  records,  for  tlie  most  part,  have  been  lost.  It 
appears,  however,  from  the  best  sources  of  infor- 
mation to  be  obtained,  that  it  was  as  early  as  1760. 
After  the  organization  of  the  church  at  the  Boght, 
these  two  congregations  were  rmder  one  pastorate. 
The  Rev.  F.  Westerlo,  of  Albany,  for  some  time 
had  the  supervision  of  this  church.  The  first 
pastor  was  the  Rev.  John  Demarest,  who  began 
his  ministry  in  1790,  taking  charge  of  the  Boght 
church  in  connection  with  the  church  of  Niskay- 
una. He  preached  in  the  Dutch  language,  and 
records  during  his  ministry  are  written  in  Dutch. 
He  closed  his  ministry  in  1S03,  and  the  union  of 
the  church  of  Niskayuna  with  the  church  of  the 
Boght  ceased  at  this  time.  In  1S05  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Bassett  was  called,  and  continued  pastor  until  the 
spring  of  181 1.  During  Dr.  Bassett's  pastorate 
services  began  to  be  in  the  English  language,  and 
stoves  were  introduced. 

In  1806  the  erection  of  a  new  church  building 
was  proposed,  and  Abram  Witbeck,  Douw  FI. 
Fonda  and  Dirk  Clute  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee, and,  after  some  discussion,  the  church  was 
erected  in  1807.  The  building  was  40x50  feet, 
located  on  a  pleasant  spot,  with  a  pine  grove  near 
it,  on  the  road  which  is  now  the  western  limit  of 
the  city  of  Cohoes. 

Rev.  Robert  Bronk  became  pastor  in  1814,  and 
also  ministered  to  the  church  of  Washington  and 
Gibbonsville.  He  resigned  his  charge  in  1823, 
having  been  pastor  nine  years. 

June  28,  1S24,  a  call  was  given  to  Rev.  John  B. 
Steele,  and  in  February,  1833,  he  was  dismissed, 
having  been  pastor  nine  years. 

In  1825  it  was  ordered  that  D.  A.  Fonda  and 
Martin  Van  Olinda  conduct  the  singing,  and  that 
the  precentors  should  stand  before  the  pulpit. 

Rev.  Cornelius  Bogardus  was  called  as  pastor, 
July  6,  1833,  and  he  remained  until  1838,  about 
fne  years. 

1  R.ev.  William  Pitcher  was  called,  January  13, 
1840,  and  during  his  ministry  it  was  proposed  to 
build  a  new  church,  and,  after  full  discussion  and 
several  meetings,  the  present  building  was  erected, 
in  1 847.  This  ground  had  been  given  for  a  par- 
sonage nearly  a  hundred  years  previous.  The  land 
on  which  the  parsonage  stands  was  a  part  of  the 
old  De  Haas  patent,  now  known  as  the  Win  Den- 
berg  patent.  Fight  acres  were  given  to  the  church, 
and  the  old  Patroon  of  Albany  afterward  gave 
twenty-five  acres  upon  the  south  side ^of  the  Manor 
line.  'I'hat  land  was  suld  some  years  ago.  There 
are  about  the  present  parsonage  rehcs  of  the 
old  parsonage  which  was  buUt  a  hundred  years 
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ago.  When  the  new  church  was  about  to  be 
erectcti  at  the  ])Oij;ht,  in  1847,  a  disagreement 
among  tlie  members  as  to  the  site  resulted  in  the 
dismissal  of  twcnty-tsvc),  who  were  organized  as  the 
Church  of  Rensselaer,  and  in  the  same  year  erected 
a  church  building  in  the  south  jiart  of  the  congre- 
gation, at  Van  Vranken's  Corners. 

Mr.  Pitcher's  pastorate  closed  in  1854,  after  four- 
teen years  of  service.  Rev.  John  Dubois  was  called 
in  1857,  and  continued  pastor  unul  1S59. 

In  i860  Rev.  John  W.  Major  became  ])astor. 
He  resigned  in  ill  health,  1864,  and  died  soon 
afterward. 

In  March,  1S64,  this  church  united  with  the 
church  of  Rensselaer  in  calling  a  pastor,  and  on 
the  20th  of  June  Rev.  Henr\'  A.  Raymond  was 
called,  who  continued  until  1S71,  when  he  re- 
signed, and  the  following  year  the  church  was 
supplied  by  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Evans.  The  Rev. 
George  I.  Taylor  was  called,  October  29,  1873, 
and  began  his  services  in  the  Boght  and  Rens- 
selaer churches,  January  i,  1874,  and  is  the  pres- 
ent pastor,  having  served  ten  years.  Anniveisary 
exercises  commemorating  the  centennial  of  this 
church  were  held  in  the  afternoon  and  evening, 
April  14,  1S84.  The  church  for  the  occasion  was 
beautifully  decorated  with  floral  designs,  an  old 
Dutch  I'ible,  and  on  one  of  the  side  walls  was  the 
old  Dutch  motto,  ''Eendrachl  ntaakt  macht,"  "Unity 
makes  might.''  The  exe.-cises  were  varied,  and 
were  made  doubly  interesting  by  the  many  minis- 
ters who  contributed  their  valuable  services.  The 
centennial  sermon  and  discourse  were  delivered  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  George  I.  Taylor,  to  whom  the 
writer  is  indebted  for  much  of  the  history  of  this 
church,  taken  by  permission  from  the  author's  ser- 
mon, which  was  kindly  furnished. 

The  first  consistory  of  the  Eoght  Church  was: 
Elders,  David  Fcro,  Isaac  Fonda.  Deacons,  Abram 
A.  Fonda,  Gerret  I.  Lansing.  The  present  officers 
are:  Elders,  Jacob  L.  Van  Denbergh,  James  FI. 
Van  Vranken,  Benjamin  Reamer.  Deacons.  Jes.se 
A.  F'onda,  Nicholas  I.  Clute,  Henry  W.  Fellows. 
The  names  of  those  who  constituted  the  original 
church  are  aj>i)ended,  as  showing  who  were  resi- 
dents of  this  neighborhood  at  that  time:  Francis 
Lansing,  Gerrit,  Evart,  Mans,  Wynant,  Peter, 
Petras,  Cornelius  C. ,  Cornelius  3d  and  Nicholas 
C.  Van  Denbergh,  Gerrit  Wendell,  Luycas  Wit- 
beck,  Jacob  Van  Olinda,  Johannes  Lansing,  Rut- 
gers Lansing,  Johannes  Clute,  Isaac  F'onda.  Isaac 
H.  Fonda,  Timothy  Mutton,  Henry  Fero,  Chris- 
tian Fero,  David  Fero,  Jacob  I.  Lansing,  Dirck 
Heemstraat,  Charles  Heemstraat,  Isaac  Onder- 
kerk,  Andrew  Onderkerk,  Johannes  Fonda,  Gerrit 
Clute,  Isaac  |.  Fonda,  Francis  Cramer,  Hcndnck 
Wendell,  Abram  A.  Fonda,  Noah  Gillet,  Gerrit  I. 
Lansing,  Abraham  H.  Lansing,  Jacob  Lansing. 
Dirck  Clute,  Ilendrick  Fonda,  Jacob  D.  Fonda, 
Abraham  L.  Witbeck,  .\braham  Onilerkerk. 

Ministers — Revs.  John  Demarest,  1 790  to  1805; 
John  IJasselt,  I).  D.,  1S05-11:  Robert  Bronk, 
1814-23;  john  |].  Steele,  1824-33;  Cornelius  Bo- 
gardus,  1833-3S;  William  I'itciier,  1S40-54:  John 
Dubois,    1854-59;  John    W.    Major,  1860-64; 


Henry  A.  Raymond,  1S64-71;  George  I.  Taylor, 
1874,  present  i)astor,  who  reports  24  families,  35 
members,  55  Sumlay-school  scholars,  6  teachers; 
contributions  for  the  past  3-ear,  ^500. 

'I'he  fust  officers  of  the  Rensselaer  Church  were: 
Folders — Martin  Van  Olinda,  F^.  J.  Lansing,  A.  W. 
Van  Denbergh.  Deacons — Obadiah  Van  Denbergh, 
Nicholas  \'.  V.  Van  Denbergh,  Henry  Van  AI- 
stine.  Present  elder,  Jacob  Osterhout.  This  con- 
gregation is  composed  of  12  families,  the  same 
number  of  communicants;  Sunday-school  scholars, 
40;  teachers,  7;  contributions  $500. 

The  Reformed  Church  of  Lisha's  Kill  has  no 
long  history.  The  people  of  this  neighborhood  at- 
tended the  old  Niskayuna  Church  for  Sabbath  ser- 
vices until  the  second  year  of  Rev.  Goyn  Tal- 
mage's  ministry,  1852.  At  that  time  the  church 
building  at  Niskayuna  needed  extensive  repairs, 
and  the  ways  and  means  were  discussed,  in  which 
the  people  of  Lisha's  Kill  did  not  give  assent,  but 
concluded  to  establish  a  church  for  their  better  ac- 
commodation at  Lisha's  Kill.  This  view  was  en- 
couraged by  Rev.  Mr.  Talmage  and  other  leading 
men  who  moved  in  its  favor.  Application  was 
made  to  the  Classis  of  Schenectady  by  forty-eight 
members  of  the  church  of  Niskayuna  to  be  organ- 
ized into  a  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Lisha's 
Kill.  This  application  was  made  November  16, 
1852,  and  was  granted.  The  meeting  fur  the  or- 
ganization was  held  in  the  upper  school-house,  dis- 
trict No.  8,  Watervliet,  December  5,  1S52,  at 
which  time  the  organization  was  effected  and  the 
following  persons  were  elected  and  ordained  the 
consistory:  Fdders — Abraham  V.  P.  Lansing  and 
Jeremiah  B.  Ketchum;  Deacons — Joseph  Consaul 
and  Cornelius  Lansing.  The  church  membership 
at  this  time  consisted  of  forty-nine  members.  The 
next  year,  1853,  a  church  building  of  brick  was 
erected,  and  dedicated  March  30,  1854.  In  1S59 
the  parsonage  was  built,  and  in  1868  fifteen  feet 
were  added  in  length,  and  six  feet  additional  for 
the  pulpit  recess;  the  whole  interior  was  remodeled 
anil  refurnished,  and  dedicated  March  18,  1869. 

The  pastors  have  been  Rev.  Goyn  Talmage  as  a 
supply.  Rev.  Cornelius  L.  Wells  was  called  in  the 
summer  of  1855,,  and  after  serving  the  church 
faithfully  for  two  and  a  half  years  resigned  in  the 
spring  of  1858.  Rev.  John  A.  DeBaun  succeeded 
]Mr.  Wells  in  October,  1858,  and  crmtinued  pastor 
of  this  church  and  Niskayuna  for  14  years:  resigned 
his  charge  to  accept  a  call  from  the  church  of 
Fonda. 

The  present  pastor.  Rev.  Edward  A.  McCullum, 
was  called  to  succeed  ^Ir.  DeBaun  in  1883.  The 
pastor  reports  92  families,  154  communicants.  210 
Sunday  school  scholars,  22  teachers,  C.  A.  Lans- 
ing, superintendent.  Total  amount  contributed  for 
church  purposes,  $1,200.  The  church  edifice  is 
brick,  with  basement,  has  jiarsonage,  and  sheds  for 
teams,  will  seat  300,  and  estimated  value,  SS,ooq. 

The  present  officers.  1S84,  are:  Folders — Charles 
Stanford,  Cornelius  A.  Lansing,  Abram  (i.  Lans- 
ing, Simeon  Fairioe.  Deacons — George  Stanford, 
Andrew  Kecnholtz,  Jacob  Spoore  and  Henry 
Lansing. 
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The  above  history  of  Lisha's  Kill  Reformed 
Church  is  larLcely  compiled  from  an  hiii^lorical  ser- 
mon by  the  Rev.  John  A.  DeBaun,  D.  D.,  written 
in  1S76,  and  kindly  loaned  by  Daniel  D.  Ostrom. 
to  whom  thanks  are  due. 

In  the  year  1S59-60  John  M.  Newton,  an  en- 
terprising citizen  and  resident  of  Newtonville,  do- 
nated a  lot  of  land,  upon  which  was  erected  a 
church  building  of  brick,  for  the  use  of  a  Bajitist 
socielv.  R.  Pease  was  engaged  in  missionary 
efforts  here,  which  was  the  origin  of  the  Baptist  or- 
ganization. Other  ministers  who  served  as  pastors 
of  this  congregation  were  Rev.  John  Reynolds, 
Rev.  Dr.  B.  T.  \\'elch,  who  died  here,  and  his  re- 
mains are  in  .\lbany  Rural  Cemetery,  and  Rev. 
William  Arthur,  father  of  Chester  A.  Arthur,  late 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  society  has 
been  abandoned  since  1S69,  and  the  property 
passetl  from  the  society  by  sale. 

Other  religious  societies  in  the  town  arc  a  Con- 
gregational Church,  on  the  Shaker  road,  also  a 
INIethodist  Church,  on  the  Albany  and  Schenectady 
turnpike,  south  of  Lisha's  Kill,  a  Presbyterian 
Church  and  society  on  the  same  road,  north  of 
West  Albany,  and  a  Roman  Catholic  Church,  at 
West  Albany,  erected  in  1S84. 

The  first  records  of  the  Congregational  Society 
and  Church  of  Watervliet,  are  dated  in  INIa}', 
1859,  and  the  trustees  were:  Van  Buren  Lockrow, 
President;  John  Frost,  Peter  Steers,  James  Cramer, 
Daniel  P.  Sigourney  and  Henry  VVoolley,  Secre- 
tary, Rev.  James  G.  Cordell,  Pastor.  The  church 
building  was  burned  on  the  night  of  May  25,  1865. 
It  was  rebuilt  the  same  year,  and  on  December  20, 
at  a  meeting  held  in  the  school-room  of  the  church, 
a  motion  was  made  by  William  Grounds  and 
seconded  by  Norman  Dings,  "that  the  society 
assume  the  name  of  the  Presbyterian  Society  of 
Pine  Grove,"  while  was  unanimously  carried. 

February  5,  1S67,  this  church  and  congregation 
were  accepted  by  the  Presbytery  of  Albany,  and 
named  the  "Pine  Grove  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Watervliet,"  and  ]\Iarch  29,  it  was  organized  as 
such  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Carr,  who  served  for 
some  time  as  pastor;  the  elders  were  Van  Buren 
Lockrow  and  Daniel  P.  Sigourney.  There  was  no 
regular  pastor  after  I\Ir.  Carr's  services  ended,  and 
the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  transient  preachers 
until,  in  1S7S,  Rev.  Robert  Knnis  was  appointed 
stated  supply  and  continued  his  services  for  about 
three  years,  or  until  iSSo;  after  this  no  regular 
j)reaching  until  January,  18S5,  when  Rev. 
Josiah  Markle  assumed  charge  and  is  now  pastor. 
The  society  report  30  families,  23  members,  with 
a  sabbath  school  of  35  pupils.  The  church 
edifice  is  a  frame  buikling,  and  will  seat  200. 
Present  trustees  J.  T.  Worth,  Lewis  Knapp,  John 
Frost. 

A  union  Sabbath-school  is  maintained  at 
Loudonville,  and  a  mission  school  at  Mcnand's. 

The  cemeteries  and  grave  yard-,  or  old  burial 
grountis,  are  numerous  through  the  township.  In 
tlie  early  settlement  a  custom  prevailed  in  which 
each  ^ind  holder  reserved  or  appropriated  a  portion 
of  his  farm  for  faunly  burial  purposes,  and  the  free 


interment  of  those  who  were  destitute  of  enough 
of  earth  for  their  last  resting  place.  Often  the 
church  lot  was  a  grave  yard.  At  the  present  time 
many  of  these  once  hallowed  grounds  have  fallen 
into  disuse,  and  neglect  marks  the  spot  where 
molder  the  dust  of  forgotten  ancestry. 

\\\\\\  the  progress  that  marks  this  age  of  human 
plans,  there  is  a  higher  estimate  given  to  this  matter 
of  the  final  resting  place  for  the  dead,  and  now  a 
better  and  more  enduring  system  is  adopted,  by 
corporations  or  associations  organized  in  accord- 
ance with  statute  laws,  for  the  purchase  and  perjie- 
tual  maintainance  of  cemeteries,  these  to  be  sacred- 
ly used  and  carefully  guarded,  forever,  for  the  burial 
of  the  human  race. 

The  most  important  incorporated  cemetery 
grounds  located  in  this  town  are:  the  Albany 
Rural  Cemetery,  the  St.  Agnes,  and  the  Anshe 
Emeth,  which  are  north  of  .Albany  City  about  three 
miles,  on  the  line  of  the  Watervleit  Turnpike  and 
Horse  Railway,  and  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
Companies  Railroad.  For  a  full  notice  of  these 
cemeteries,  see  history  of  Albany  City.  The  Evan- 
gelican  Lutheran  Church  has  a  cemetery  on  the 
Sand  Creek  road  (this  is  now  within  the  city  line), 
and  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  Church  has  one  on  the 
Albany  and  Schenctady  Turn[)ike. 

The  Shakers  have  a  cemetery,  in  which  none 
but  members  of  their  society  are  interred.  In  this 
plain  and  unadorned  inclosure,  Mother  Ann  Lee 
was  buried. 

The  Home  for  Aged  1\Iex — -The  ladies  who  con- 
ceived this  charity,  and  who  were  instrumental  in 
pressing  its  claims  upon  the  attention  of  the  public, 
were  :  Mrs.  Elizabeth  IMcClure,  Mrs.  William  B. 
Gourlay  and  Mrs.  Cornelius  Ten  Brocck;  and 
through  the  persistent  personal  efforts  of  William 
Sawyer  and  other  friends,  who  became  interested 
in  the  benevolent  project,  the  founding  of  this 
institution  was  accomplished.  This  is  one  of  the 
fruits  of  Christianity  :  for  no  home  for  the  aged, 
for  orphans,  no  hospital  for  the  poor  was  ever  seen 
in  any  but  in  a  Christian  nation.  After  sufficient 
interest  was  manifested,  a  public  meeting  was  held 
in  its  behalf  in  November,  1S74,  in  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  an  eloquent  sermon,  ap- 
propriate to  the  occasion,  was  preached  by  Rev. 
Ebenezcr  Halley,  D.  D. ,  to  a  large  and  interested 
autiience.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  exercises  it 
was  announced  that  at  a  previous  meeting  an  orga- 
nization had  been  effected  and  officers  elected. 

Subscriptions  continued  to  be  solicited  and  made 
in  aid  of  the  charity,  which  gave  assurance  that 
success  would  finally  crown  these  patient  exertions. 

During  the  autumn  of  1876,  subscriptions 
amounted  to  about  SiS,ooo,  and  on  the  fifth  day 
of  October,  1S76,  the  articles  of  incorporation 
were  effected,  and  the  society  duly  and  legally 
organized,  with  name  and  object  as  follows:  "  We, 
the  undersigned  residents  of  the  County  of  Allxany, 
do  hereby  associate  ourselves  together  f(")r  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  benevolent  and  charitable  society, 
the  name  of  which  societv  shall  be.  '  The  Home  for 
Aged  .Men.' and  its  piarticular  object  shall  be  the 
relief,  care,  culture  and  support  of  needy  or  dis- 
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trcs.scd  old  men  and  tlicir  wives,  of  tlic  said  County 
of  Albany." 

The  following  gentlemen  were  named  trustees  in 
the  certificate  of  incorporation:  Messrs.  John 
Taylor  Coof^er,  Maurice  E.  Vicle,  William  Sawyer, 
S.  Visscher  Talcott,  Dudley  Olcott.  Ehenezer 
Hallcy,  William  M.  Van  Antwerp,  licnjamin  W. 
Arnold,  James  H.  iMcClure,  James  \\.  Jermain, 
Jeremiah  Waterman  and  David  A.  Thompson. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
John  Taylor  Cooper  was  elected  President,  James 
B.  Jermain  and  jeremiah  Waterman,  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Dudley  Olcott,  Treasurer,  and  David  A. 
Thompson,  Secretary. 

On  the  i6th  of  November,  1S76,  the  trustees 
purchased  the  residence  and  grounds  of  Mrs. 
Harriet  Day  Perry,  situated  between  the  Water- 
vliet  turnpike  and  railway  on  the  east,  and  the 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  Railroad  on  the  west,  a 
short  distance  south  'of  Menand's  road.  The 
distance  from  the  north  city  line  is  less  than  two 
miles,  and  is  reached  bv  the  horse  or  steam  cars. 

The  price  paid  for  the  dwelling  and  about  four 
acres  of  land  was  $11,  coo.  and  the  total  cost  of 
the  alterations,  additions  and  necessary  improve- 
ments amount  to  $20,000. 

The  location  is  high  and  commanding,  with  an 
extensive  view  up  and  down  the  Hudson  River,  and 
over  a  large  tract  of  beautifully  diversified  country. 
The  original  buildings  were  of  antique  structure, 
with  high  rooms  and  high  ceilings,  which  gave  evi- 
dence of  comfort  and  repose.  The  old  mansion — - 
built  in  1 78 1 — has  been  remodeled  to  correspond 
to  modern  architecture  and  meet  the  design  of  its 
purposes  in  all  its  appointments.  The  grounds 
were  graded  and  tastefully  arranged;  a  clean,  at- 
tractive lawn  surrountls  the  buildings. 

The  "  Home  "  was  dedicated  March  28,  1S7S, 
and  has  accommodations  for  thirty  persons. 
"The  object  of  the  Home  is  to  provide  for  respect- 
able men,  who  at  an  advanced  age  are  left  helpless 
and  alone  in  the  world,  and  whose  poverty  is  due 
to  misfortune  rather  than  to  idleness  or  vice." 

Every  applicant  must  furnish  satisfactorv  testimo- 
nials of  good  character,  and  must  implicitly  obey  all 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  society  or 
trustees. 

The  associate  ofllcers  of  the  patronesses  of  the 
Home  are  :  ^Irs.  Ploward  Townsend,  President ; 
Mrs.  William  Barnes,  Vice-President ;  ]\Iiss  Marv 
G.  Rice,  Treasurer  ;  Miss  Susan  Dunlap,  Matron 
in  charge. 

EDUCATION.— SCHOOLS. 

•  In  the  early  settlement  of  this  township,  difficul- 
ties, almost  insurmountable,  operated  for  manv 
years  to  retard  every  eftort  for  the  advancement  of 
popular  education.  The  facilities  were  only  within 
reach  of  the  few,  and  these  were  not  eager  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  private  means  that  were  required 
for  other  and  more  immediate  purposes.  The  want 
of  means  and  opportunity  were  the  great  obstacles 
these  people  had  to  contend  witli  in  their  mental 
and  spiritual  training  ;  being  distant  from  the  cen- 


ters of  social  and  intellectual  culture,  they  were 
dependent  upon  local  and  simple  expedients  for  first 
principles  in  elementary  eiiucation.  These  were 
improved  as  best  they  could,  and  in  time  their 
means  were  concentrated  and  pupils  were  collected 
in  private  schools  ;  these  were  imperfectly  organ- 
ized, and  not  until  alter  the  revolution  did  the 
schools  assume  much  importance,  when  State 
authoritv  gave  them  aid  and  encouragement,  and 
they  were  incorporated  in  a  system  that  has  really 
educated  the  children  of  the  State.  The  effect  of 
this  change  is  to  insure  to  all  the  advantages  of  a 
common  education,  and  a  free  discussion  of  ques- 
tions that  concern  a  higher  education  ;  and  at  the 
present  time,  a  knowledge  of  the  elements  of  gen- 
eral science  and  the  laws  of  mechanics  and  indus- 
trial art,  and  the  philosophy  of  natural  sciences  in 
their  relation  to  the  laws  under  which  we  live,  and 
which  concern  the  immediate  welfare  and  useful- 
ness of  every  individual. 

The  great  design  of  popular  education  should  be 
to  develop  and  train  the  faculties  for  the  useful 
pursuits  of  life,  in  connection  with  mental  culture, 
for  the  scientific  investigation  and  study  of  sciences 
and  philosophy,  practical  mechanics,  and  manual 
industries  for  the  development  of  human  skill. 
Are  sudden  and  novel  changes  of  method  or  sys- 
tem always  attended  with  success.?  Do  the  im- 
proved educational  systems  give  better  results  for 
the  full  comprehension  of  important  discoveries  that 
will  enable  the  pupil  to  appreciate  theories  as 
truths  that  contain  real  wisdom  Systems  of 
moral  and  mental  progress,  theories  of  religious 
revelations  and  political  traditions  are  problems 
yet  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  modern  science  and  re- 
vealed truth. 

At  the  time  Watervliet  was  formed  as  a  town- 
ship, the  schools  had  no  system  or  organization, 
and  were  conducted  by  private  or  individual  enter- 
prise. It  is  evident  that  results  from  this  imperfect 
method  could  not  be  of  a  high  order,  as  only  the 
more  favored  children  could  enjoy  the  benefits 
derived  from  the  limited  means  otTered. 

There  seems  to  have  been  very  little  interest 
manifested  in  the  education  of  the  children  in  the 
rural  districts,  until  1795,  when  the  State  gave 
Albany  County  £\,^()0,  ec^ual  to  <3,975,  for  school 
purposes,  of  which  the  townships  then  organized 
received  their  proportion.  This  was  the  first  step 
toward  our  free  school  system,  which  has  developed 
to  such  magnificent  results,  and  grand  practical 
returns  have  followed  the  wise  legislation  of  the 
State  in  securing  popular  education  to  the  masses. 

In  September,  18 13,  Watervliet  divided  the 
township  into  12  school  districts,  giving  each  a 
certain  number  of  families,  and  the  only  geographic 
boundary  was  the  division  line  of  the  farms  owned 
by  occupants  mentioned,  and  this  condition  exists 
with  many  of  the  districts  at  the  present  time. 

It  is  well  to  note  the  marked  diflerence  in  the 
schools  of  the  rural  districts,  and  contrast  their 
inefficiency  with  those  of  the  city.  Graded  systems 
and  methods  can  only  be  taught  successfully  and 
with  the  best  results  by  teachers  who  introduce  a 
s}stem,  and  by  personal  supervision  through  a 
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continuous  term  of  several  years,  thus  introducing 
an  arran,2^einent  or  specific  plan  of  instruction, 
that  can  be  followed  from  grade  to  grade  and  class 
to  class,  without  breaking  the  order  or  introducing 
neiv  or  widely  different  methods. 

If  the  schools  in  the  rural  districts  have  a  lower 
standard  of  efficiency  or  usefulness  than  the  city 
district  schools,  the  fault  can  be  attributed  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  mistakes  of  trustees,  who 
from  economy,  custom  or  some  petty  cause  change 
teachers  at  every  term,  thereby  retarding  progress 
in  studies  and  losing  time  in  reorganizing.  This 
constant  change  demoralizes  the  school  for  many 
weeks  of  the  term,  and  in  the  end  the  teacher  is 
pronounced  a  failure,  and  the  pupils  have  made 


very  little  progress,  for  nothing  is  learned  of  value 
by  continuous  changes. 

Watervlict  at  present  is  divided  into  27  districts, 
and  during  the  school  year  which  closed  August 
20,  18S4,  fifty-nine  teachers  were  employed  in 
these  schools. 

A  table  is  given  of  the  condition  of  these  schools 
for  the  above  school  year,  which  shows  a  marked 
contrast  for  the  past  and  present. 

The  number  of  school  districts  September  30, 
1S69,  was  28,  employing  59  teachers.  Number 
of  children  of  school  age,  14,076;  number  attend- 
ing school,  7,400;  amount  expended  for  school 
purposes,  $67,292.03.  This,  perhaps,  includes 
schools  of  Cohoes. 


No.  of 
District. 

Persons 
of  School 
Age. 

Number 
Attended 
School. 

\'aluation  of  District. 

Amount  of  Receipts. 

Amount  Paid 
Teachers. 

Paid 
Teacher 

for 
Winter 
Term. 

Paid 
Teacher 

for 
Su  niiiier 
Term. 

I 

1,115 

496 

$1, 155,400 

$5,118  69 

$3,085  31 

$14  00 

$14  00 

2 

1,032 

556 

697,666 

4,596  29 

2,585  00 

3 

22 

16 

162,361 

486  77 

340  80 

10 

00 

9  00 

4 

27 
58 

14 

35 

5 

198,249 

439  54 

296  20 

8 

00 

8  00 

6 

68 

42 

223,502 

386  56 

2S6  80 

10 

00 

8  00 

7 

48 

22 

160,672 

290  17 

241  60 

9 

00 

8  00 

8 

54 

16 

204, 700 

266  53 

237  00 

12 

00 

12  00 

9 

i.3'7 

210 

430,000 

1,555  65 

1,100  00 

10 

00 

8  50 

10 

77 

40 

228,742 

345  40 

2S6  50 

6 

00 

4  00 

II 

88 

374,296 

1,186  06 

840  00 

10 

00 

7  00 

12 

81 

48 

129,250 

297  00 

240  66 

8 

00 

7  00 

13 
14 
IS 
16 

61 

3^ 
28 

128,850 
215,900 
384,358 
247,574 
ioS,497 

430  93 
259  89 

1,467  34 

300  09 
377  87 

264  00 
206  25 
897  90 
240  00 
306  00 

34 
200 

95 
34 
72 

39 
109 

17 

8 

50 

8  50 

18 

54 

45 

185,500 

433  50 

278  50 

7 

00 

9  00 

19 

230 

154 

996,897 

2,180  66 

1,215  00 

33 

75 

33  75 

20 

843 
So 

500 
62 

1,047,015 

76,860 

4,085  07 
546  43 

2,250  05 
321  oo 

21 

10 

00 

7  00 

22 

277 

62 

1,726,514 

754  80 

485  90 

12 

50 

12  50 

23 

1,283 

898 

1,738,640 

10,562  94 

6,560  10 

12 

50 

15  50 

24 

25 

76 
84 

53 
44 

107,603 
112,740 

450  77 

466  66 

255  00 
288  00 

9 
8 

00 

6  00 

26 

83 

64 

197.853 

460  II 

335  00 

00 

6  00 

27 

40 

23 

113,117 

1,004  03 

309  70 

Totals, 

7,651 

?3.755 

$9,848,757 

$38,726  75 

$23,743  23 

SOLDIERS. 

During  the  Revolutionary  war,  soldiers  and 
munitions  were  transported  along  the  London 
road  from  Albany  to  Saratoga.  No  battles  were 
fought  on  the  soil  of  the  Vlakle,  yet  ^Morgan's  men 
encamped  for  the  winter  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
towrr,  and  his  men  quartered  on  the  farmers  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Boght.  Here  the  Indians  and 
Tories  held  council  and  plotted  mischief  against 
their  neighbors,  and  gave  aid  to  the  British.  The 
deeds  and  service  rendered  by  Gen.  Schuyler,  and 
the  active  part  which  he  so  patriotically  performed 
in  the  struggle  of  the  colony  for  liberLy,  will  be 
found  in  the  County  history  and  in  the  history  of 
West  Troy. 

Henry  Ostrom,  who  settled  on  the  Capron  farm, 
was  a  captain  of  militia.    Served  under  Gen.  ^'an 


Rensselaer  in  the  Mohawk  valley,  about  the  time 
of  Burgoyre's  surrender.  Jacob  and  Gerret  Lan- 
sing were  soldiers  in  this  war  that  gave  us  inde- 
pendence from  the  rule  of  Great  Britain. 

In  the  war  of  181 2,  Watervliet  furnished  a  large 
quota  of  volunteers  and  drafted  men,  among  whom 
were  Henry  Rankle,  Frederick  Roff, *  John  G. 
Lansing,  John  \"an  Aernum,  Lansing  Fonda.  |ohn 
Cory,  David  Turner,  Jacob  Lewis,  William  Camp- 
bell, Jacob  Turner,  John  Steenbergh  and  brother, 
Timothy  Hodgeman,  Stephen  Culver,  Jeremiah 
and  Gerret  Clute,  Wynant  Van  Denbergh.  The 
following  entry  is  copied  from  records  in  the  Town 
Clerk's  office:  "Andrew  Chadwick  enlisted  as  a 
soldier,  September,  18 12,  and  died  on  the  13th  of 

♦Since  the  above  was  written,  Peter  Shaver,  of  Guilderland.  h.T?  died, 
aged  00  years.  He  was  drafted  at  the  ^inie  time  with  Frederick  Roll, 
and  assigned  to  the  same  company. 
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December,  1S12,  in  the  service  at  Champlain. 
Benjamin  Burd.sall,  Captain  United  States  Volun- 
teers." Frederick  Roff,  now  90  \  ears  old,  in  good 
health  and  memory,  yet  deprived  of  cyesi'^'lit  and 
partially  deaf,  was  drafted  and  sent  to  Long  Island 
in  1 8 14.  Peace  was  declared  soon  after,  and  he 
returned  to  his  home  after  three  months'  absence. 
He  served  under  Captain  Van  Wie,  of  Bethlehem. 
Mr.  Roff  receives  a  pension,  and  is  the  only  living 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1S12  the  author  met  in  the 
five  townships  visited  by  him. 

In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  Watervliet  furnished 
her  quota  of  onicers  and  volunteers,  and  the  record 
bears  a  favorable  comparison  with  that  of  other 
townships  of  the  county.  The  first  act  of  hostility 
roused  the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  the  people  to 
prompt  action,  and  the  zeal  and  devotion  for  the 
preservation  of  their  country  as  a  free  and  united 
nation  awoke  within  their  hearts  the  spirit  of  self- 
denial,  and  the  loyal  youth  and  mature  manhood 
were  ready  to  enlist;  to  exchange  the  comforts  of 
home  for  the  tented  field  and  ensanguined  battle 
ground;  to  give  their  lives,  if  needs  be,  for  the 
safety  of  that  freedom  bought  aforetime  with  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  their  ancestors. 

The  patriotism  so  nobly  manifested  at  the  out- 
break of  this  war  was  at  no  time  allowed  to  cool, 
although  many  reverses  and  sad  experiences  fell  to 
the  lot  of  some.  Those  who  lived  to  return  from 
this  horrible  war  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the 
cause — deserve  lasting  gratitude  and  generous  re- 
membrance for  all  time  for  their  fixithful  services 
and  sacrifices. 

It  were  well  if  these  officers  and  soldiers  had  a 
carefully  prepared  record  in  the  archives  of  the 
township  for  future  reference  and  inspection  by 
those  who,  in  after  vears,  could  learn  the  names  and 
deeds,  f;tte  and  sufferings  of  those  who  will  soon  be 
forgotten.  There  seems  to  ha\e  been  a  degree  of 
indifference  in  this  matter  by  the  authorities,  as  the 
Legislature  of  1S65  enacted  a  law  for  this  very 
purpose.  At  the  present  time  such  a  record  would 
be  difficult  to  compile  or  obtain,  yet  the  work 
should  be  attempted  in  some  satisfactory  wa}'.  * 

CORPORATIONS,    ASSOCIATIONS,  RAIL- 
ROADS, TURNPIKES,  ETC. 

Surprising  changes  followed  the  declaration 
which  secured  independence  to  a  people  who  had 
long  been  under  the  rule  of  colonial  taxation,  and 
burdens  that  operated  with  severity  against  free- 
dom of  enterprise;  these  removed,  men  were  readv 
to  extend  the  bounds  of  settlement,  and  open  new 
fields  of  enterprise,  manufactures  and  trade.  Men 
of  means  saw  the  necessity  of  greater  facilitv  of 
transportation  of  goods  and  crops,  and  set  to  work 
to  obtain  them. 

To  obtain  this,  in  1792  the  "Northern  Inland 
Lock  and  Navigation  Company  "  was  cl-rrtered,  bv 
which  goods  and  merchandise  were  forwarded 
from  the  central  part  of  the  State  and  Lake  On- 

•The  onginal  returns  of  the  census  of  preserved  in  the  New 

York  State  Library,  contain  (nominally,  at  least)  lists  of  soldiers  fur- 
nished by  each  town  in  the  State  for  this  war. 


tario  by  way  of  the  jNIohawk  River  to  Schenectady, 
and  thence  to  Albany  by  wagon.  From  here 
merchandise  was  sent  to  New  York  by  river  craft. 
A  road  to  communicate  with  Cherry  Valley,  I'tica 
and  Rome  had  been  in  use  for  many  years,  and  in 
1798  an  act  was  passed  to  establish  a  "Turnfiike 
Corporation  "  for  improving  the  Slate  road.  'I'his 
act  was  afterward  repealed,  and  ]\Iarch  15,  1799, 
an  act  was  passed  to  establish  a  "  Turnpike  Cor- 
poration "  for  improving  the  State  road  from  the 
house  of  John  Weaver  in  Watervliet  to  Cherry 
Valley.  The  capital  was  two  hundred  shares  at 
ten  dollars  each.  This  was  the  western  turnpike. 
The  incorporators  were  William  North,  John 
Taylor,  Abram  Ten  Eyck,  Charles  R.  Webster, 
Calvin  Cheeseman,  Zenas  Penio.  Ephraim  Hudson, 
Joseph  White,  Elihu  Phinney,  Thomas  Machin. 

December  21,  iSoi,  a  bill  was  prepared  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature  with  this  preface:  Whereas, 
Goldbrow  Bangor,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham 
Ten  Eyck  and  others  have  entered  into  an  association 
to  form  a  company  for  making  a  turnpike  road  be- 
tween the  cities  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  ]March 
30,  1802,  etc.  A  bill  was  passed  constituting  John 
Lansing,  Jr.,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Stephen 
Lush,  Dudley  Walsh,  Garret  W.  Van  Schaick, 
Daniel  Hall,  John  Tayler,  Abraham  Oadthout 
and  Joseph  C.  Yeates,  a  body  corporate  and 
politic,  by  the  name  of  "The  President,  Directors 
and  Company  of  Albany  and  Schenectady  Turn- 
pike. "  The  above  incorporators  were  the  first 
directors,  with  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  President; 
Barent  Bleecker,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Garret 
Clute,  Surveyor;  the  capital  stock  was  $200,000; 
length  of  road,  sixteen  miles,  commencing  on 
Lodge  street,  up  State  to  Washington  street,  and 
thence  to  Schenectady,  in  a  straight  line;  the 
width  of  the  road,  four  rods;  roadbed,  two  rods 
wide,  filled  with  stone,  covered  with  sand  or 
gravel;  the  ditches  to  be  made  wide  enough  for 
sleighs.  This  new  road  was  not  to  interfere  with 
the  old  State  road  between  these  two  cities.  Dur- 
ing the  construction  of  this  road,  $118,610  was  ex- 
expended,  or  about  $8,472  per  mile,  and  at  its 
completion  was  considered  the  best  road  in  the 
country. 

The  increased  travel  with  heavy  loads  soon 
made  an  impression  into  the  yielding  material,  and 
the  ccmipany  then  made  a  roadbed  of  cobble  stone 
brought  from  the  INIohawk  River,  which  was  cov- 
ered with  gravel  and  held  from  spreading  by  stone 
curbing,  and  a  thick  tlag  stone  was  put  on  the 
roadbed  for  the  wheels  to  run  upon.  This  has 
proved  of  great  utility,  and  the  improvement  cost 
the  company  $61,810,  or  about  S4,4i5  per  mile. 

In  1803  the  company  commenced  planting 
ten  thousand  Lombardy  poplars  along  the  sides  of 
this  road;  only  a  few  remain. 

The  construction  of  this  road,  as  an  internal  or 
public  improvement,  was  at  the  time  one  of  great 
magnitude,  and  for  many  }  ears  was  a  financial  suc- 
cess to  [he  company;  but  upon  the  completion  of 
the  F.rie  Canal,  that  water-way  at  once  secured 
the  bulk  of  merchandise  and  produce  for  trans- 
portation, and  the  wagon  road  lost  its  source  of  its 
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income;  then  followed,;!  few  vearsa''tcr,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Moliawk  and  Hudson  Railroail,  which 
reduced  the  turnpike  roatl  to  accept  what  travel  it 
could  command  between  the  cities,  from  farmers, 
business  men  and  local  trafiic.  The  boundary 
of  the  City  of  Albany  lias  absorbed  several  miles  of 
this  road,  and  at  Albany  it  now  commences  at  the 
terminus  of  Central  avenue. 

In  1803  there  was  upon  the  line  of  this  road,  be- 
tween the  two  cities,  twenty-eight  taverns  or  inns; 
among  these  were  those  of  Vroman,  Lansing,  Winne, 
Eillsen,  Truax,  De  Camp  and  C.  Stanford.  The 
present  directors  and  oflicers  are  Norman  Dings. 
President;  ."^tephcn  Kimball,  David  I.  Boyd,  joseph 
W.  Russell,  Peler  E.  Sanders.  Charles  Sanders, 
Abram  Van  Vechten,  john  D.  P.  Douw  and 
Hamilton  13.  Brown,  Secretaries  and  Treasurers,  to 
whom  the  writer  is  indebted  for  much  valuable  in- 
formation. 

An  act  for  establishing  a  turnpike  road  from  oppo- 
site the  village  of  Troy  to  the  City  of  Schenectady, 
passed  April  2,  1802:  "Be  it  enacted  that 
George  Tibbits,  Ephraim  Morgan  and  Abraham 
Oothout  and  their  associates  are  hereby  constituted 
a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of 
'The  Troy  and  Schenectady  Turnpike  Company.' 
Capital,  350  shares  of  $50  each.  The  roadway  to 
be  four  rods  wide;  the  roadbed  to  be  25  feet  wide 
and  made  of  gravel  -or  other  hard  substance,  and 
the  ditches  on  the  sides,  where  practicable,  to  be 
of  proper  width  for  a  good  road  for  sleighs."  The 
conditions  of  this  road  were  similar  to  those  of  the 
above,  tlie  Erie  Canal  and  railroads  taking  traffic 
and  travel. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Watervliet  Turnpike 
Company,  passed  March  31,  1S2S:  Thomas  Hill- 
house,  Jeremiah  Schuyler  and  Robert  Dunlap,  and 
their  associates,  to  make  a  good  and  permanent 
turnpike  road  from  the  north  boundary  line  of  the 
City  of  Albany  to  the  upper  terry  opposite  the  City 
of  Troy,  by  the  corporate  name  of  "The  Water- 
vliet Turnpike  Company."  The  stock  of  said 
company  shall  consist  of  nine  hundred  shares,  of 
one  hundred  dollars  per  share,  and  Robert  Dun- 
lap,  Jeremiah  Schuyler  and  Nathan  Dauchy  are 
hereby  appointed  to  receive  subscriptions  for  said 
stock.  The  roadway  to  be  four  rods  wide,  and  33  feet 
of  this  width  shall  be  excavated  at  least  24  inches 
deep,  this  to  be  filled  widi  hard  gravel  12  inches 
deep,  then  a  bed  of  solid  stone-work  upon  the 
gravel  12  inches  ileep,  this  to  be  filled  in  and  cov- 
ered over  with  pounded  stone  to  form  a  smooth 
surface.  The  arch  of  the  roadbed  to  be  raised  S 
inches,  anil  the  sides  to  be  well  secured  by  a  solid 
curbstone  not  less  than  14  inches  in  breadth,  set 
on  edge,  and  sunk  into  the  ground  at  least  7 
inches.  For  many  years  this  was  the  great  thor- 
oughfare for  pleasure  drives. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Watervliet  Turnpike 
Company  to  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad  C)n 
their  present  road,  and  to  extend  the  same  into  and 
through  the  villages  of  West  Troy  and  Cohoes, 
and  the  town  of  Watervliet  and  the  City  of  Alliany, 
and  to  increase  the  capital  stock,  and  to  alter  the 
corporate  name  of  said  company  to  the  "  Water- 


vliet Turnpike  and  Railroad  Company,"  was  passeii 
April,  1 1)62,  and  cars  began  running  the  next 
year.  This  road  passes  through  North  Albany, 
near  ]\[enand's  and  the  cemeteries,  the  fair  grounds, 
Old  Men's  Home,  Island  Park,  and  other  places 
of  interest.  Y.  P.  Way,  treasurer  and  secretary; 
M.  C.  Foster,  superintendent 

The  Erie  Canal,  a  portion  of  which  passes 
through  this  town,  was  opened  in  1825,  and  the 
first  boat  passed  through  October  26. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  "  Visscher's  Ferry 
Bridge  Company"  was  passed  April  ly,  1S28,  for 
30  years. 

The  first  railroad  that  passed  through  a  portion 
of  this  town  was  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson,  from 
Albany  to  Schenectady,  which  was  begun  in  Au- 
gust, 1830,  and  cars  were  carrying  passengers  over 
a  portion  of  it  in  September,  1831,  when  the  fa- 
mous excursion  was  made.  The  first  train  over 
the  whole  line  was  made  in  May,  1832. 

Other  railroads  that  pass  through  tlie  town  are 
the  Troy  and  Schenectady,  the  New  York  Central, 
and  the  Northern  Division  of  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  Canal  Company. 

A  j)lank  road,  commencing  on  the  Watervliet 
turnpike  and  extending  througli  Loudonville  to 
Newtonville,  is  kept  in  good  repair.  This  road, 
and  the  boulevard  which  branches  from  it,  is  large- 
ly patronized  for  its  fine  drives  and  beautiful  rural 
scenery,  and  carries  the  pleasure  seeker  past  the 
mansion  of  |.  K.  Emmet  (Fritz)  and  other  fine 
residences,  up  lO  the  cemeteries. 

Pleasure  Island  and  Park  Island,  above  Albany, 
east  of  the  Watervliet  turnpike  and  railway,  are 
places  of  resort  for  entertainment,  amusement  and 
horse  trotting. 

Pleasure  Island  is  controlled  by  a  corporate 
company,  with  a  capital  of  5, 000.  An  association 
of  gentlemen  have  made  Park  Island  very  attrac- 
tive with  improvements  and  a  tine  race  course. 

"Watervliet  ^Mutual  Insurance  Association" 
was  organized  August  i,  1S60.  The  first  oflicers 
and  Directors  Avere  Abram  V.  P.  Lansing,  Presi- 
dent; Abram  Pease,  Samuel  Waterman,  Peter  \'an 
Vranken,  Vice-Presidents;  Harmon  V.  Strong, 
Cornelius  Vedder.  John  P.  Capron.  Vischer  Lan- 
sing, Daniel  D.  Ostrom,  Secretary  and  Treasurers. 

The  present  Directors  and  officers  are:  Peter  \'an 
Vranken,  President;  Cornelius  A.  Lansing,  Vice- 
Presiden.::  Abram  J.  Lansin?,  Vischer  Lansing. 
George  W.  Stanfortl,  John  J.  Lansing,  Garret  Fre- 
leigh,  John  J.  Spoore  and  Daniel  D.  Ostrom, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  number  of  policies 
in  18S4  was  200,  which  represented  §300,000  of 
property  insured. 

Attention  may  be  turned  to  records  of  purely 
local  events,  and  to  details  of  the  town's  individual 
importance,  for  these  have  in  the  past  decades  been 
invaded  by  the  spirit  of  motiern  progress,  both 
public  and  private,  and  the  introduction  of  steam 
ti^  the  application  of  so  many  of  man's  necessities, 
the  railroad,  telegraph  and  telephone,  irresistibly 
remind  the  observer  of  days  bet'orc  these  things 
were  brought  into  use  as  adjuncts  to  ni.iterial 
wealth  and  personal  comfort. 
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To-day  the  shriek  of  the  locomotive  whistle  has 
effectually  drowned  the  cheery  blast  of  the  stage- 
coach horn,  once  sweet  music  in  the  ears  of  trav- 
elers passing  over  the  stony  roads  that  traversed  the 
town  60  years  ago;  but  the  order  of  things  has 
changed  since  those  days  of  primitive  journeying, 
and  the  numerous  inns  which  provided  entertain- 
ment for  the  weary  traveler  and  provender  for  the 
jaded  horses  have  disappeared.  The  uncomforta- 
ble coach,  and  the  great  lumbering  wagons  with 
their  four  or  six  horses,  are  things  of  the  past;  the 
palace  car,  with  its  rich  and  gaudy  furnishings, 
comforts  and  luxuries,  the  elegant  carriages,  with 
other  improved  vehicles  for  ease  and  pleasure  in 
traveling,  have  taken  their  place,  and  may  now  be 
enjoyed  at  a  small  expense. 

The  public  roads  of  the  town  are  under  the  su- 
pervision of  a  commissioner  elected  by  the  people, 
and  he  appoints  a  citizen  as  path-master  for  each 
road  district,  who  is  authorized  to  keep  the  same 
in  repair,  to  notify  all  taxable  inhabitants  of  his 
district  to  perform  his  or  her  allotted  number  of 
days'  service  as  assessed  in  the  district,  or  collect 
/rom  those  wlio  choose  to  commute  a  certain 
specified  sum  for  each  day  assessed. 

WILLIAM  BURTON. 

William  Burton,  son  of  John  and  Catharine 
Burton,  was  born  in  .Schenectady,  New  York, 
ISIarch  29,  1809.  His  farther,  John  Burton,  son 
of  Josiali  BurtDU,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Amcnia, 
Dutchess  County,  New  York,  the  14th  of  Septem- 


ber, 1764.  Subsequently  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Alban\'.  where,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1795, 
he  married  Miss  Catharine  Eights,  eldest  daughter 
of  Abraham  Lighls,  of  that  city.  Abraham  Eights 
was  grandson  of  William  Eights,  of  Amsterdam, 
and  Mary  Yan  Dyck,  of  Rotterdam  (Holland),  and 
only  son  of  Abraham  Eights,  a  shipmaster  of  New- 
York  City. 

To  John  and  Catliarine  Burton  were  born  twelve 
children,  the  eighth  being  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

William  Burton,  in  the  14th  year  of  his  age, 
went  to  learn  the  trade  of  house  carpenter  and 
joiner  with  the  late  John  Boardman,  master  build- 
er, of  Albany,  in  whose  family  he  resided  for  eight 
years.  After  completing  his  apprenticeship,  he 
labored  at  his  trade  some  years  in  New  York  City. 
Returning  to  Albany,  he  formed  a  copartnership 
with  his  brother,  James  Burton,  in  the  manufactur- 
ing and  sale  of  looking-glasses.  In  March,  1840, 
he  was  induced  to  remove  to  Cohoes,  New  York. 
January  12,  1S42,  he  married  Miss  famice  Payn, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Hawley  Payn  and  Sophia 
Sill,  his  wife.  ?tliss  Payn  was  born  in  Fort  Miller, 
N.  Y. ,  August  19,  181 7.  In  1826,  she  came  to 
Albany  with  her  parents,  where  she  resided  until 
the  date  of  her  marriage.  As  the  fruit  of  this 
marriage  there  were  several  children,  all  of  whom 
died  in  infancy  except  two  sons,  William  E.  Burton 
and  Benjamin  P.  Burton,  both  of  Waterford,  N.  Y., 
and  successors  to  their  father's  business. 

When  Mr.  Burton  came  to  Cohoes  the  place 
was  a  mere  hamlet  with  a  population  of  only 
1,850.  Since  there  he  has  been  associated  with  its 
enterprising  citizens  in  the  development  of  its  man- 
ufacturing, educational  and  business  interests,  and 
closely  identified  with  its  progress  until  it  has  be- 
come the  foremost  manufacturing  city  in  the 
Empire  State,  with  a  population  of  over  20, occ. 

One  of  Mr.  Burton's  first  business  ventures  was 
in  company  with  John  M.  Tremain,  manufacturing 
veneers,  their  establishment  being  located  in  the 
upper  story  of  what  was  known  as  the  Wilkinson 
Machine  Shop.  In  1844,  he  bought  ^Ir.  Tremain's 
interest,  and  also  the  machinery  and  fixtures  01 
Levi  Silliman,  who  had  succeeded  Rawer  & 
Baker  in  the  sawing  business,  thus  securing  a 
monopoly  in  that  branch  of  manufacture. 

The  firm  of  William  Burton  c\:  Co.  was  formed, 
a  sawing  and  veneering  mill  erected  that  year  on 
Erie  street,  and  for  nearly  four  decades  it  was  prom- 
inent among  the  successful  establishments  of  the 
city. 

Besides  developing  his  business,  Mr.  Burton 
added  materially  to  the  substantial  buildings  of 
Cohoes.  In  1855,  he  built  the  fine  residence  in 
Seneca  street  known  as  the  "  Burton  House;  " 
in  1857,  he  erected  the  Halcyon  Knitting  .Mil!, 
now  changed  to  the  Ranken  Mill,  and  in  1S65,  he 
built  the  Erie  Knitting  Mill,  which  for  many  years 
was  occupied  by  Moore  ^.V-  Hiller,  and  subsequently 
by  Wm.  Moore,  both  ranking  among  the  best  in 
that  line  of  manufacture. 

Mr.  Burton  was  always  recognized  as  a  repre- 
sentative citizen, and  although  he  was  not  ambitious 
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for  oflicial  distinction,  liis  business  qualifications 
and  sterling  integrity  made  his  services  frequently 
in  demand  in  places  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
and  there  have  been  but  few  intervals  during  his 
residence  in  Cohoes  when  he  was  not  in  the  service 
of  the  public.  Commencing  as  a  trustee  in  the 
first  Village  Board,  1848,  he  was  re-elected  in 
1849,  1854  and  1S59.  In  the  Board  of  Education 
he  was  a  representative  in  the  years  1S51  and  1870, 
and  in  the  Water  Board  was  a  Commissioner  for 
six  years,  i  S58-1 864. 

In  April,  1851,  the  Cohoes  Savings  Institution 
was  established,  with  ]\[r.  Burton  as  one  of  its  in- 
corporators, and  he  has  since  been  one  of  its  trus- 
tees, and  has  held  the  position  of  President  since 
1878.  In  1862,  he  was  chosen  director  in  the 
bank  (now  national)  of  Cohoes,  which  position  he 
still  retains.  Whatever  jMr.  Burton  has  under- 
taken, whether  in  the  conduct  of  his  private  in^ 
terests,  or  in  the  gratuitous  service  of  the  public, 
has  been  well  done,  a  fact  that  indicates  his  ex- 
cellent executive  ability  and  public  spirit,  while  it 
accounts  for  his  being  so  rjfteu  chosen  to  serve  his 
fellow  citizens  in  important  trusts. 

As  becomes  every  true  citizen,  Mr.  Burton, 
though  not  what  may  be  termed  a  politician,  has 
positive  convictions  as  to  a  citizen's  dutv.  He  has 
been  an  ardent  and  honest  Republican  from  the  for- 
mation of  the  party,  and  has  given  its  principles 
his  hearty  support.  He  has  been  frequently  solic- 
ited by  his  party  to  accept  office,  but  except  in 
local  aftairs,  as  stated  above,  he  has  chosen  to  pro- 
mote its  welfare  by  his  personal  influence. 

MR.   burton's  RKLIGIOUS  CONNECTIONS. 

Early  in  life  he  became  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  Bible,  and  in  religious  themes.  In  February, 
1826,  he  united  with  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Albany,  then  under  the  charge  of  its 
first  pastor.  Rev.  John  Chester,  D.  D. ;  subsequentlv, 
on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1829,  with  fiftv-four 
others,  he  participated  in  the  organization  of  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany,  the  first 
pastor  of  which  was  Rev.  E.  N.  Kirk,  D.  D. ;  of 
the  fifty-iive  persons  comprising  the  members  of 
this  church  at  its  formation,  but  one,  besides  ]\Ir. 
Burton,  so  far  as  it  is  now  known,  survives.  In 
December,  1840,  he  transferred  his  connection  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Cohoes,  where  he  is 
still  a  worthy  member.  In  May.  1S43,  he  was 
chosen  and  ordained  a  ruling  Elder  in  this  church, 
in  which  office  he  has  continued  till  the  present 
time.  As  an  Elder,  he  has  always  been  faithful 
and  efTicient,  watching  the  spiritual  interests  of  the 
ghurch  as  one  who  must  give  account.  He  was 
Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  School  in  its  earlier 
years,  and  afterward  leader  of  .a  class  in  Bible 
study.  He  has  also  been  serving  as  a  trustee  in 
this  church  several  terms,  and  has  been  willing  to 
fill  any  responsible  position  as  far  as  he  had  abilitv,  | 
deeming  any  service  in  this  direction  an  lumor 
rather  tlian  a  burden  or  an  irksome  dutv.  He 
has  also  in  church  matters  shown  a  liberal  hand, 
contributing  regularly  and  largely  as  occasion 
seemed  to  require  and  as  he  has  been  prospered. 


Thus  he  has  made  a  record  in  religious  matters 
which  for  length  and  completeness  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  citizen.  At  the  present  writing,  April, 
1885.  he  is  living  in  retirement  at  his  resilience  on 
the  Waterford  Road,  one  mile  north  of  Cohoes. 

JOHN"  LUNDERGAX. 

This  gentleman  is  markedly  a  self-made  man, and 
his  success  has  been  a  triumjih  of  well-directed 
endeavor  over  adverse  circumstances  and  frowning 
fortune.  He  is  a  son  of  William  Lundergan,  and 
was  born  in  Tipperary,  Ireland,  ^larch  16,  1621. 
At  the  age  of  five  years  he  came  to  America  with 
his  father's  flxmily,  landing  at  Quebec  and  locating 
at  ^Montreal.  \\'hen  he  was  eleven  years  old  his 
mother  died  of  the  cholera  which  swept  the  country 
in  1832,  and  soon  thereafter  his  father  brought 
his  family  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  boy 
found  a  home  in  the  family  of  Mr.  James  Fisk, 
who  lived  near  Albany,  and  whom  he  helped  about 
his  farm  work.  Mr.  Fisk  soon  dicil,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  young  Lundergan  began  to 
work  out  for  the  farmers  round  about.  He  was 
employed  one  year  by  an  Englishman  named 
Mallons,  and  the  succeding  three  years  by  Samuel 
Gale. 

He  was  frugal  almost  beyond  belief,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  saving  a  small  sum  of  monev.  and  in 
partnership  with  another  young  man  who  had  also 
worked  for  Mr.  Gale,  he  rented  a  little  land  and 
engaged  on  a  small  scale  in  market  gardening  ft>r 
the  Albany  trade.  Two  years  later  his  friend  with- 
drew from  the  enterprise  and  Mr.  Lundergan  con- 
tinued it  another  year  alone,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  found  himself  in  possession  of  $150  as 
his  three  years'  gains.  Pie  was  at  this  juncture 
induced  to  go  down  the  river  to  a  point  in  V\'est- 
chester  County  opposite  Yonkers,  to  enter  the 
service  of  a  man  named  Provinst  who  he  supposed 
had  a  country  seat  there,  as  overseer  of  a  farm,  his 
employer  not  being  a  practical  agriculturist  and 
being,  presumably,  engaged  in  some  business  in 
New  York.  He  met  Provinst  in  New  York,  and 
before  they  started  up  the  river  Provinst  persuaded 
him  to  lend  him  all  of  his  slender  savings  except 
the  small  amount  he  had  used  in  coming  from 
Albany.  This  sum  was  the  scant  reward  of  many 
long  days  of  hard  work,  work  early  and  late,  in 
the  rain  and  under  the  rays  of  the  scorching 
sun;  it  was  the  young  man's  all — his  hope  for 
future  prosperity  rested  upon  it.  It  was  under- 
stood that  the  loan  was  for  only  a  short  time, 
and  young  Lundergan  parted  with  the  money 
somewhat  reluctantly,  and  chiefly  with  the  idea  of 
conciliating  one  to  whom  he  must  now  look  for 
employment.  Arrived  at  the  farm,  he  found  that  it 
was  worthless  and  could  be  productive  of  no  profit, 
and  soon  discovered  that  it  was  rented  at  that, 
I  and  that  Provinst  owed  even  for  the  necessary  sup- 
plies and  facilities  for  cultivating  it.  Several 
times  he  demanded  the  return  of  his  money,  but 
its  [layment  was  avoided  by  Provinst  upon  first  one 
specious  pretext,  then  another.  Finally  a  New 
Yorker  who  had  a  mortgage  upon  all  Provinst  pos- 
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sessed  foreclosed  it,  utterly  breaking  him  up  in  tlie 
midst  of  the  season.  It  is  needless  to  add  that 
young  Lundegan  never  received  cither  his  loaned 
money  or  his  wages.  It  was  a  bitterdisa])pointment 
to  find  himself  again  penniless  after  his  years  of 
hard  struggle  and  self-ilenying  frugality. 

Returning  to  Albany,  he  found  employment  at 
difterent  places  and  at  different  kinds  of  work. 
The  folk>wing  year  he  worked  by  the  month  for  a 
farmer  named  Edward  Tucker,  and  the  two  years 
following  for  Peleg  Noyes.  In  1848,  he  sought 
his  fortune  in  California,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  making  the  trip  out  via  Cape  Horn  and  re- 
turning by  the  Panama  route.  Fifteen  months  of 
this  time  he  passed  in  the  "  diggings,"  and  with 
such  success  that  he  brouglit  back  a  limited  capital. 
In  1850,  he  leased  land  for  five  years,  of  the  Van 
Rensselaer  tract,  and  again  engaging  in  market 
gardening,  succeeded,  and  was  enabled  in  three 
years  to  purchase  of  Thomas  Hillhouse  a  part  of 
his  present  farm.  The  next  year  he  bought  of 
Jacob  Gale  an  addition,  on  which  was  a  dwelling 
house.  Later  he  bought  thirty-six  acres,  the  site 
of  the  fair  ground  for  a  time.  In  1873,  he  sold  it 
for  use  as  such,  but  took  it  back  on  account  of 
non-payment  of  purchase  money,  in  1S77. 

Mr.  Lundergan  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never 
taken  any  active  part  in  politics,  and  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  any  public  office.  He  was 
married,  in  1855,  to  Caroline  Forster,  of  West 
Troy,  and  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  He 
is  a  quiet,  unassuming  and  unobtrusive,  but 
valuable  citizen,  interested  in  the  public  welfare 
and  liberal  in  his  support  of  education  and  re- 
ligion. 

LA.THAI\I  CORNELL. 

Lath.\m  Cornell  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
January  18,  1781,  a  son  of  Gideon  and  Susannah 
(Bernett)  Cornell.  He  came  of  a  family  noted  in 
successive  generations  for  robust  health,  longevity, 
great  business  capacity  and  success,  and  was  one 
of  several  brothers,  all  of  whom  amassed  large 
fortunes  and  outlived  most  of  their  cotemporaries. 

When  Mr.  Cornell  was  two  years  of  age,  his  pa- 
rents moved  to  Easton,  Washington  County,  N.  Y. , 
where  he  received  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion and  passed  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  as  a  very 
successful  fiirmer.  He  was  married,  P'ebruary  4, 
1808,  to  Sarah  B.  White,  who  died  about  1850. 
In  181 5,  he  removed  to  Lansingburgh,  and  thence, 
after  a  few  months'  residence,  to  Troy,  where  he 
was  destined  to  take  rank  among  the  most  promi- 
nent manufacturers  and  business  men  of  his  time. 
He  became  the  pioneer  in  the  manufacture  of 
stoves;  as  is  attested  by  the  following  extract  from 
Judge  Sylvester's  "History  of  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y."  "  The  first  stove  whose  manufacture  was 
accredited  to  Troy  was  known  as  the  '  Saddle- 


bag.'  William  T.  James,  of  Union  Village,  N.  Y. , 
'  its  inventor,   formed  a  partnership  with  Latham 
;  Cornell,  of  Troy,  and  among  the  several  factories 
I  advertised  was  '275  River  street,  Troy.'  These 
j  stoves  were,   however,   mostly  made  in  Philadel- 
I  phia,  sent  to  Troy  in  pieces  and  there  put  together 
i  and  sold."    This  stove,  introduced  by  Mr.  Cor- 
\  nell's  enterprise,  was  very  familiar  in  the  days  gone 
I  b}'.    As  his  bu'^iness  increased  he  openetl  branch 
establishments  in  New  York,  Boston  and  Phila- 
delphia, amassing,  as  a  consequence,  much  wealth. 
He  was  a  man  of  industry,  perseverance  and  keen 
insight  into  business  affairs.     He  had  the  sagacity 
to  stand  forth  very  prominently  among  those  ear- 
I  liest  to  supply  a  pressing  demand  throughout  the 
\  country,  and  his  enterprise  was  crowned  with  its 
I  legitimate  reward.     He  retired  in  1841,  relinquish- 
]  ing  his  business  to  others. 

I      'Wx.  Cornell  was  the  great-uncle  of  Ezra  Cor- 
j  nell,  the  founder  of  Cornell  University,  and  was 
I  connected  with  others  who  were  prominent  in  va- 
j  rious  walks  of  life.     He  was  often  solicited  to  ac- 
;  cept  office,  and,  at  one  time,  was  strongly  urged 
I  by  the  best  citizens  to  become  a  candidate  for 
IVfayorof  the  City  of  Troy;  but  he  always  declined, 
though  his  interest  in  municipal  and  national  af- 
fairs was  deep  and  intelligent.     During  most  of 
his  life  he  voted  and  acted  with  the  Whig  party, 
I  but  fri5m  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
■  until  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  that  organiza- 
tion.   Of  Quaker  ancestry,  he  inclined  to  the  re- 
i  ligious  faith  of  his  forefathers.    The  latter  part  of 
his  life  was  passed   in  retirement,  and  though  a 
contributor  to  many  public  charities,  his  efforts 
were  principally  directed  to  the  relief  of  individual 
cases  of  want  which  came  to  his  notice.  Decem- 
ber 9,  1856,   he  married,  as  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Louisa  Everts,  of  Troy,  who  survives  him.  He 
died  April  17,  1876. 


We  take  pleasure  in  making  mention  of  the  fol- 
lowing citizens,  who,  by  their  guaranteed  support, 
have  helped  to  insure  the  publication  of  this  valua- 
ble work  :  L.  D.  Collins.  T.  Van  Volkenbercr.  A. 
W.  Freligh,  Peter  F.  Witbeck,  C.  PI.  Witbeck,  S. 
H.  Pitts,  Solomon  Phillips,  Charles  W.  Philliiis. 

Thomas  H.  Lansing  has  been  living  upon  a  farm, 
since  1864,  in  Watervliet. 

Hiram  C.  Abrams,  M.  D. — This  gentleman  was 
born  at  Rensselaerville,  Albany  County,  October 
12,  1857;  was  brought  upon  a  farm,  and  attended 
district  school  until  the  year  1870,  at  which  time 
he  entered  the  boys'  academy  at  Albany.  After  his 
course  was  completed  at  this  institution  he  entered 
the  Albany  ^Medical  College  and  graduated  from 
there  in  1882.  After  this  he  located  and  com- 
menced practice  at  Newtonville,  Albany  County, 
where  he  at  present  resides. 
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Compiletl  by  liev.  AV]M.  j\X.  JOIINSO^f,  IJ.  r>. 


CHAPTER  I. 

EARLY  MENTION. 

ANY  history  of  Cohoes  will  be  incomplete  if  it 
fail  to  refer  to  the  visit  of  the  celebrated  poet, 
Thomas  ]Moore,  in  the  year  1S04.  It  is,  therefore, 
mentioned  here,  and  the  following  is  the  poem 
which  was  the  result  of  that  visit: 

LINES  WRITTEN  AT    THE    COIIOS,  OR  FALES 
OF  THE  MOHAWK  RIVER. 

From  rise  of  morn  till  set  of  sun 
I've  seen  the  mighty  Mohawk  run, 
And  as  I  marked  the  woods  of  pine 
Along  his  mirror  darkly  shine, 
Like  tall  and  gloomy  forms  that  pass 
Before  the  wizard's  midnight  glass; 
And  as  I  vie\\  ed  tiic  hurrying  pace 
With  which  he  ran  his  turbid  race. 
Rushing,  alike  untired  and  wild 

Through  shades  that  frowned  and  flowers  that  smiled, 

Flying  by  every  green  recess 

That  woo'd  him  to  its  calm  caress. 

Yet,  sometimes  turning  with  the  wind, 

As  if  to  leave  one  look  behind  ! 

Oh!  I  have  thought  and  tliinking  sighed  — 

How  like  to  thee,  thou  restless  tide  I 

May  be  the  lot,  the  life  of  him,  ,  ,  ,  ■ , 

Who  roams  along  thy  water's  brim  ! 

Through  what  alternate  shades  of  woe, 

And  flowers  of  joy  my  path  may  go, 

How  many  an  humble,  still  retreat  ' 

May  rise  to  court  my  weary  feet. 

While  still  pursuing,  still  unblest, 

I  wander  on,  nor  dare  to  rest  I 

But,  urgent  as  the  doom  that  calls 

Thy  water  to  its  destined  falls, 

I  see  the  world's  bewildering  force 

Hurry  my  heart's  devoted  course 

From  lapse  to  lapse,  till  life  be  done 

And  the  last  current  cease  to  run  ! 

Oh,  may  my  falls  be  bright  as  thine  ! 

May  heaven's  forgiving  rainlxjw  shine 

Upon  the  mist  that  circles  me,  .  . , 

As  soft  as  now  it  hangs  o'er  thee  I 

The  reader  notices  at  once  the  spelling,  Cohos, 
at  the  head  of  this  poem.  There  are  many  varia- 
tions in  the  name  of  Cohoes,  as  Chahoos,  Cahoos, 
Cahhoos,  Kahoos,  Chohos,  Cohoez  and  Cohoz. 
These  are  all  doubtless  derived  from  the  old  Mo- 
hawk Indian  dialect,  Gahaoose.  The  meaning  of 
the  name  has  naturally  been  sought  for,  because 
Indian  names  were  generally  so  significant.  One 
interpretation  is  "a  canoe  falling."  Another  is 
"overshoot,"  referring  to  the  passage  of  the  water 
over  the  rocks.     Another  is  "parting   of  the 


waters."  Another  is  "a  shipwrecked  canoe." 
This  generation  will  not  know,  positively,  what 
the  Indians  meant  when  they  named  Cohoes  Falls. 
Thcv  certainly  had  no  thought  of  giving  the  name 
to  a  large,  thriving,  manulacturing  city. 

The  visit  of  the  celebrated  poet  Moore  is  not 
the  first  on  record.  The  place  is  only  nine  miles 
from  Albany,  following  up  the  west  bank  of  the 
Hudson,  and  the  south  branch  of  the  Mohawk 
River,  and  citizens  of  Albany,  as  well  as  travelers 
through  that  city,  frequently  sought  and  found  the 
wild  and  romantic  spot  known  as  Cohoes  Falls. 
One  of  these  visitors  was  the  Rev.  Johannes  i\Iega- 
polensis,  who  settled  in  Albany  in  1642,  and  was 
the  first  minister  of  the  gospel  there.  He  wrote  to 
his  friends  in  Holland  a  description  of  the  habits 
and  manners  of  the  Mohawk  Indians,  in  which 
occurs  this  passage: 

"Through  this  land  runs  an  excellent  river, 
about  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  paces  wide. 
This  river  comes  out  of  the  Mahakas  country  about 
four  miles  north  of  us.  There  it  flows  between 
two  high  rocky  banks,  and  falls,  from  a  height 
equal  to  that  of  a  church,  with  such  a  noise  that 
we  can  sometimes  hear  it  with  us." 

An  account  of  the  visit  of  .\drian  ^'an  Der  Donck 
in  the  year  1656  is  preserved  in  the  New  York  His- 
torical Collections.  The  reference  to  Cohoes  Falls 
is  as  follows: 

"  The  other  arm  of  the  North  River  runs  by  four 
sprouts,  as  we  have  related,  to  the  great  falls  of 
the  ^Magnas  Kill  (Mohawk  River),  which  the  In- 
dians name  the  Chahoos,  and  our  nation  the 
Great  Falls,  above  which  the  river  is  again  several 
hundred  yards,  and  the  falls  we  estimate  tu  be  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  feet  high.  The 
precipice  of  firm  blue  rock.        *       *       *  * 

"The  Indians,  when  they  travel  by  water  and 
come  to  trade,  usually  come  in  canoes  made  of 
the  bark  of  trees,  which  they  know  how  to  con- 
struct. When  they  come  near  the  falls,  they  land, 
and  carry  their  boats  and  lading  some  distance 
below  the  falls,  and  proceed  on  their  voyage; 
otherwise  they  would  proceed  over  the  falls  and  be 
destroyed." 
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CHAPTER  II. 

FIRST  WHITE  OWNERS  AND  INHAniTANTS. 

P"ar  back  in  the  history  of  New  York  State  there 
is  an  account  of  a  miUtary  road  from  Fort  Orange 
(Albany)  to  Fort  WiUiam  Henry  and  Fort  Ticon- 
deroga.  This  road  crossed  the  fords  of  the  I\Io- 
hawk  below  the  Falls.  Here,  in  later  days,  the 
American  forces  were  encamped,  under  Generals 
Schuyler  and  Gates,  before  the  defeat  of  Burgoyne 
at  Saratoga,  and  ruins  of  the  earthworks  then 
thrown  up  have  been  seen  until  quite  a  recent  date. 
The  falls  and  the  fords  of  the  Mohawk  here  were 
the  first  centers  of  attention  and  setdement.  The 
first  white  owners  of  this  region  were  Kiliaen  Van 
Rensselaer  and  Mrs.  Illetie  Van  Slyck  Van  Olinde. 
The  latter  was,  however,  a  half-breed,  her  mother 
being  a  Mohawk  (Indian)  woman.  Her  husband 
was  Pieter  Danielse  Van  Olinde.  Her  land  was 
given  to  her  by  the  jNIohawk  Sachems  in  1667. 
The  south  line  of  her  possessions  was  the  Manor 
avenue  road  of  to-day,  which  extends  west  from 
the  Falls  to  the  Boght.  South  of  this  road  were  the 
lands  of  Van  Rensselaer,  the  original  patroon  or 
proprietor  of  the  "Colonic  of  Rensselaerwyck," 
"who  in  1630,  and  subsequently,  purchased  land, 
which,  in  1637,  f:>rmed  a  tract  twenty-four  miles  in 
breadth  by  forty-eight  in  length,  extending  from 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fort  Orange  over  the 
great  part  of  Albany,  Rensselaer  and  Columbia 
counties."*  The  original  village  of  Cohoes,  and 
indeed  nearly  the  whole  settlement  in  this  vicinity, 
was,  therefore,  within  the  domain  of  Van  Rensse- 
laer. On  the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk  was  the 
Halve  Maan  (Half-Moon)  patent.  The  islands  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  not  long  after  came  into 
the  possession  of  Capt.  Goosen  Gerritse  Van 
Schaick.  He  died  in  1676.  Subsequent  occu- 
pants of  that  part  of  the  present  city  were  Guert 
Hendrickse  Van  Schoonhoven,  Harmon  Lieverse 
and  Roelofif  Gerritse  Van  Der  Werken.  Mrs.  C. 
V.  S.  Baldwin,  at  present  residing  on  the  island,  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  the  Capt.  Van  Schaick  just 
mentioned.  Commencing  at  the  north  line  of  the 
Rensselaerwyck  (Manor  avenue),  the  colonists 
under  the  patroon  were  Heamstreet,  Onderkirk, 
Lansing,  Fonda,  Clute.  But  it  goes  to  show  the 
great  foresight  of  the  patroon  that  he  reserved  quite 
a  strip  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  below 
the  Falls — land  which  is  at  present  of  very  great 
value  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

North  of  the  Manor  avenue  was  the  Van  Olinde 
estate,  a  part  of  which  has  been  sold  for  citv  lots, 
and"  more  is  in  the  possession  of  I\Ir.  James  Morri- 
son. There  is  also  a  part  of  this  estate  in  the 
hands  of  heirs  of  the  late  Isaac  D.  F.  Lansing. 
In  the  deed  of  the  lands  next  north  of  the  Manor 
avenue,  by  Daniel  Van  Olinde  (who  was  of  the 
first  generation  after  the  original  owners,  who  ob- 
tained possession  from  the  Indians^,  to  Walran 
Clute, there  was  granted  a  privilege  to  build  one  or 
more  saw-mills  and  a  grind-mill.  The  date  of  this 
deed  was  1720.    This  was  probably  the  beginning 


of  mills  in  a  town  to  be  greatly  noted  thereafter  for 
its  many  wheels  and  spindles.  The  honest  Dutch 
farmers  soon  saw  that  there  was  wealth  in  the  Co- 
hoes Falls,  as  well  as  in  the  rich  soil  they  had  com- 
menced to  till.  The  account  of  the  Cohoes  mills, 
from  the  first  grant  of  a  mill  privilege,  in  1720,  till 
the  present  time,  will  form  later  chapters  in  this 
history,  and  such  as  will  appear  more  important 
than  all  the  rest,  in  a  temporal  p)oint  of  view. 

Note. — The  writer  must  here  acknowledge  his  indebted- 
ness to  Masten's  History  for  many  facts. 

CHAPTER  IIL 

COHOES  INCORPORATED. 

In  1830  Cohoes  contained  about  twenty  houses. 
In  1848  the  time  had  arrived  to  incorporate  the 
thriving  village.  The  following  resolution  was 
adopted  at  a  citizens'  meedng  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it 
is  expedient  that  we  take  the  necessary  steps  to  in- 
corporate the  village  of  Cohoes. 

On  motion  of  Egbert  Egberts,  Esq.,  that  a  com- 
I  mittee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  incorporation,  the 
Chair  appointed  as  such  committee  Egbert 
Egberts,  \Vm.  N.  Chadwick,  John  Van  Santvoord, 
Jeremiah  Clute  and  Henry  D.  Fuller. 

It  was  moved  and  adopted  that  the  chairman, 
Chas.  A.  Olmsted,  be  added  to  the  committee,  and 
,  that  the  committee  have  discretionary  power  to 
determine  on  the  boundary  of  such  charter,  and 
also  to  call  further  meetings. 

A  vote  of  the  electors  was  taken  for  and  against 
the  measure,  June  5,  1848,  which  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 346  in  favor  of  a  village  charter,  26  against.* 

The  first  charter  election  was  held  June  12, 
when  521  votes  were  cast,  and  the  following  trus- 
tees were  elected:  Alfred  Phelps,  Joshua  R.  Clarke, 
George  Abbott,  Henry  D.  P'uUer  and  William 
Burton. 

Joshua  R.  Clarke  was  chosen  President. 

The  assessors  chosen  were  Henry  En  Earl,  John 
P.  Steenberg  and  Wm.  H.  Hollister. 

The  other  ofiicers  chosen  were:  Treasurer,  Chas. 
A.  Olmsted;  Collector,  John  B.  Harrison;  Clerk, 
John  Van  Santvoord;  Pound  Master,  Isaac  F. 
P'letcher;  r'ire  Wardens,  Jacob  Upham,  Henr\' 
Van  Auken,  John  Mc(jill,  Wm.  Osterhout  and 
Abram  Ostrom. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  village  presidents 
in  the  order  of  their  election:  Henrv  D.  Fuller, 
Wm.  F.  Carter,  N.  W.  En  Earl,  Wm.  N.  Chad- 
wick, Henry  L.  Landon,  Sidney  Alden,  George 
H.  Wager,  ^lurray  Hubbard,  Augustus  Ellmaker. 
Some  of  these  were  re-elected. 

At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  the  area  of  the 
village  was  1,603  acres. 

The  bill  incorporating  Cohoes  as  a  city  pas.sed 
the  Assembly  April  15,  1S69,  and  became  a  law 
May  19  of  that  year. 

The  first  election,  held  April  12,  1870,  resulted 
in  the  choice  of  Charles  H.  Adams  for  Mayor,  and 


American  Cyclopedia. 


♦Masten's  Hbtory. 


■  '• '  -.lax  y.  ,3VV     ■    ;;  ,;.  ./ 


-   :   •'■ii--;-^  ■■■"■^ 

;■■  -:i  .  j;;;  v'l'I 

■  •:  -li;  ij  .iV',',.  i-:       -  ,,;viq 

'    :.  v; ..n.-n:mo'J  .b^^r:'' 
-  j !  -.-t  .v;    r.  ■-  ■-  'nj 

C-     ■  ' 

>.f'i<iq."jy|.  ^fi- 
to  noiaaa^^oq  odi  ni  r.i  .  .     .  . 

i  -  J-   ii-;  ...i-V/  I 
_.ujf.vj  n):.'/;;  i (.;.*',  ^ 


THE  CITV  OF  CO  HOES;. 


the  following!:  Aldermon:  David  J.  Johnston,  Eg- 
bert I-ansini^,  GeorLje  Camiibell.  Closes  S.  Youni;- 
love,  Bartholomew  ^Nlulcahy,  Walter  Witheck, 
Charles  F.  Nortii  and  Charles  Hay.  At  this  elec- 
tion the  followini^  School  Commissioners  were 
chosen:  Frank  Reavcy,  Daniel  Simpson,  \Vm. 
Burton,  E.  N.  Page,  A.  INI.  Harmon,  Jonathan 
Hiller,  W'ni.  Travis,  \Vm.  S.  Crane. 

Under  the  new  administration  the  foUowin!^ 
officers  were  appointed: 

Excise  Commissioners — Henry  D.  Fuller,  Ed- 
win Hitchcock  and  George  H.  Wager. 

Suiip'  --  ondent  of  Streets — Norris  North. 

St.  j-erintendent  of  Cemetery — D.  F.  Manning. 

Water  Commissioners — Henry  Brockway,  John 
Clute,  Abial  M.  Harmon. 

Chamberlain — Leonard  Carv. 

City  Physician— C.  E.  Wiibeck,  i\r.  D. 

Trustee  of  Sinking  Fund  of  Water  Loan — H.  B. 
Silliman. 

Pound  Master — xVlexander  Brown. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Mcasure.s — Charles  Egan. 

F'ire  Wardens — William  Clough,  Wm.  Doty,  E. 
S.  Gregory,  Richard  Siiannon. 

The  seseral  ALiyors  of  the  city  succeeding  Mr. 
Adams  have  been:  David  J.  Johnston,  1S72; 
Henry  S.  Bi  igne,  1S74;  David  |.  Johnston,  iSj''); 
William  E.  Thorn,  1878,  1S80;  Alfred  LeRoy, 
1882-1SS4.  . 

CHAPTER  IV. 

COHOES  M.XNUFACTORIES. 

As  already  mentioned,  a  deed  from  Van  Olinde 
to  Clute,  dated  in  1720,  gives  tiie  privilege  of  erect- 
ing one  or  more  "Saw  ]\1  ills  or  Grind  Mills,  and  to 
Ly  Dams.  "  We  must  consider  this  the  very  initial 
of  Cohoes  manutactories.  In  1740  the  Lansing 
family  owned  a  saw-mill  near  tlie  Cohoes  Compa-- 
ny's  dam.  "A  grist-mill  was  afterward  built  just 
south  of  the  saw-mill,  and  the  two  establishments 
were  run  in  partnership  by  Gerret  Clute  and  Rutger 
Lansing  for  some  years.  On  the  Clute  farm  a  grist- 
mill was  also  erected,  which  was  located  a  short 
distance  abcne  the  falls."    (Masten's  History). 

"Another  grist-mill,  which  was  afterward  con- 
verted into  a  carding  mill,  was  locateil  on  the 
Ileamstreet  farm,  on  the  Mats  just  opposite  Sim- 
mon's Island. " 

The  first  extensive  attempt  at  manufiicturing  was 
made  by  the  Cohoes  Manufacturing  Company  in 
the  year  18 1 1. 

This  company  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land,  ex- 
tending from  the  briilge  south  to  a  point  some  dis- 
tance' below  the  present  site  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  being  between  iNIohawk  street  and 
the  river.  A  wing  dam  was  built,  and  a  screw 
factory  was  soon  in  operation.  The  employees 
were  mostly  from  New  York.  Several  wooilen 
tenements  were  built  for  their  acc<nnmodation,  a 
little  east  and  north  of  the  present  residence  of  Mr. 
H.  B.  Silliman. 

A  page  from  SpalTord's  Gazcl/err  of  New  York 
State,  under  the  title  Watcrvliet,  will  be  of  interest 
here:  "About  three  miles  north  of  Gibbons\illc 


(West  Trov)  there  is  a  bridge  across  the  Mohawk, 
a  short  ilistance  below  the  Cahoos  F'alls.  Since 
the  above  was  written,  a  manufactory  of  screws 
of  iron  for  wood-work,  erected  on  the  lower 
sprout  of  the  Mohawk  near  the  Cahoos  bridge, 
has  got  into  successful  operation.  Works  are 
about  to  be  added  for  drawing  the  wire  from  which 
the  screws  are  formed,  when  the  iron  will  be 
taken  in  the  bar  and  manufactured  into  screws, 
now  made  of  foreign  wire.  The  machinery  is  all 
driven  by  water,  and  is  said  to  be  verv  inirenious, 
the  invention  of  a  self-taught  artist,  Mr.  Wm.  C. 
Penniman.  Some  .samples  of  the  .screws  which  I 
have  seen  appear  to  be  well  formed,  and  they  are 
cut  with  great  tlispatch.  These  works  are  owned 
by  an  incorporated  company  with  a  sufhcient  capi- 
tal, and  are  situated  ilircctl)'  opposite  Lansingburg, 
and  about  two  miles  below  Waterford.  ' 

This  company  was  ahead  of  its  time.  Its  plans 
were  too  extensive  to  sur\ive  ;  the  factory  was 
burned  in  1827;  the  corporaiion  filled  in  1829, 
and  the  property  was  sold  to  the  Cohoes  Com- 
pany. 

While  the  screw  factory  was  in  operation,  a  new 
industry  was  started  near  the  flills.  The  manufac- 
ture of  writing  paper  was  commenced  in  (jarrct 
Clute's  mill.  This  building,  used  at  first  as  a  grist- 
mill, had  been  afterward  employed  as  a  flannel 
flictory  on  a  very  small  scale.  The  proprietor  of 
the  paper  mill  was  IClisha  Sheldon,  and  a  Mr.  En- 
sign was  superintendent.  Pre\  i(^us  to  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Cohoes  Company,  part  of  the  property 
of  the  Cohoes  Manuflacturing  Company  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  De  Milt  brothers,  of  New  York, 
who  erected  a  small  cotton  factory.  They  also  had 
a  small  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  shovels  and 
other  tO(jls,  conducted  by  Collin  it  Jones. 

THE  COHOF.S  COMP.WV. 

This  association  was  incorporated  as  a  hydraulic 
manufacturing  company,  i\Lirch  28,  1826.  lis 
original  incorporated  capital  was  $250,000,  which 
was  increased,  April  26,  1833,  to  $500,000.  The 
trustees  were  :  Peter  Remsen,  Charles  Y..  Dudley. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  jr.,  Francis  Olmstead, 
Canvass  White,  Henry  J,  Wyckoff  and  David  Wilk- 
inson. 

Mr.  Cai.vass  White  appears  to  have  been  the 
originator  of  this  company.  He  had  served  as  an 
engineer  during  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
and  thus  first  was  enabled  to  appreciate  the  value 
of  Cohoes  I'alls  as  a  manu(;\cturing  [)oint.  He 
was  made  the  first  president  of  the  Cohoes  Com- 
pany, with  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  as  vice-presidt  nt, 
and  Mr.  WyckotT  as  .secretaiy.  This  ct)mpany 
commenced  practical  operations  by  bu\  ing  a  large 
tract  of  land  i>f  I.  D.  F.  Lansing,  for  $12,495. 
Mr.  Lansing  reserved  from  the  mill  privik-ge, 
which  the  above  sale  included,  enough  water  for 
four  run  of  stone.  Other  lands  were  purchasoil  on 
the  Waierford  side  above  and  behiw  the  Falls,  and 
also  below  the  Falls  on  the  south  sitle  of  ihe  river. 
The  compan}' now  owns  the  entire  water-power  of 
the  river  from  half  a  mile  above  to  one  mile  below 
the  Falls,  with  a  total  fall  of  120  feet.    In  the 
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year  1831  the  company  built  a  wooden  dam 
across  tlic  river,  above  the  Falls,  which  was  carried 
away  by  ice,  January  10,  1S32.  Another  dam  was 
immediately  constructed  below  the  site  of  the  first, 
which  was  partially  destroyed  by  ice  in  1839,  and 
rebuilt  the  same  year.  The  present  st^inc  dam, 
which  is  the  most  costly  and  substantial  structure 
of  its  kind  in  the  worUl,  was  built  in  1S65.  I'he 
gale-house,  with  its  head-!,^atcs,  was  completed  the 
year  following.  The  latter  edifice  is  substantially 
built  of  brick,  and  measures  218  feet  in  length,  in- 
cluding its  wings  and  towers.  The  front  tower 
measures  31  feet  in  height,  and  the  main 
tower  43  feet.  This  dam  is  1,443  '^et  in 
length,  and  is  built  directly  below  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  old  dam,  thus  acquiring  additional 
strength.  The  cost  of  this  dam,  with  its  appur- 
tenances, was  $180,000.  The  engineer  of  this 
great  work  was  Wm.  E.  Worthen,  of  New  York 
City,  assisted  by  Mr.  D.  H.  Van  Auken,  the  en- 
gineer of  the  company.  The  contract  for  its  con- 
struction was  fulfilled  by  Mr.  John  Bridgford,  of 
Albany,  Mr.  T.  G.  Younglove  being  the  agent  of 
the  company  at  that  time.  By  means  of  this  dam, 
the  entire  waters  of  the  INIohawk  can  be  diverted 
from  their  natural  channel  and  impressed  into  the 
service  of  the  manufacturers.  The  water  runs  into 
and  is  used  from  five  successive  canals.  The  first 
of  these  canals  was  constructed  in  1834,  and  is 
one  and  three-quarters  miles  long,  with  a  fall  of 
18  feet.  The  second,  which  consists  in  part  of  the 
old  Erie  Canal,  was  excavated  in  1S43,  is  one- 
third  of  a  mile  long  and  has  a  fall  of  25  feet. 
The  third  .is  a  half  a  mile  in  length,  with  a  fall 
of  23  feet,  and  was  in  part  constructed  in  1843, 
and  part  taken  from  the  old  Erie  Canal  and 
brought  into  use  the  same  year.  The  fourth  and 
fifth  canals  are  half  a  mile  each  in  length,  with 
20  feet  fall,  and  were  completed  in  the  year  1 880. 
As  these  several  canals,  occupying  different  levels, 
are  all  connected  together,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
same  water  is  used  six  different  times.  The  water 
is  leased  by  the  company  at  $20  per  horse-power 
per  annum,  with  a  quantity  of  land  proportioned 
to  the  power  taken.  That  the  price  charged  here 
is  much  less  than  in  any  other  large  manuflicturing 
district,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  expenses 
from  this  source  of  some  of  the  largest  knitting  mills 
scarcely  exceeds  $i,ooo  per  year.  The  available 
power  of  the  company  is  estimated  at  10. coo  horse- 
power, as  used  and  to  be  used  upon  the  successive 
levels  and  falls  above  stated.  All  the  manufacto- 
ries of  Cohoes  are  supplied  with  water-power  by  the 
Cohoes  Company,  this  being  the  only  motur  used  in 
^he  city.  For  some  time  after  its  organization,  this 
company  manufactured  extensively,  in  addition  to 
supplying  power  to  others  ;  but,  as  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  place  commenced  to  develop,  the 
association  graiiually  rclin(|ui^heJ  manufacturing, 
and  finally  confined  itself  entirely  to  the  furnishing 
of  power. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows  :  President, 
Charles  C.  Binlseye,  of  New  York  City  ;  Treasurer, 
Wm.  E.  Thorn,  of  Cohoes;  Secretary,  David  H. 
Van  Auken. 


The  office  of  agent  was  abolished  in  1S75,  at  the 
end  of  Mr.  T.  G.  Younglove's  term  ;  the  business 
of  that  oflice  passing  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  \\'m. 
E.  Thorn,  treasurer,  who  has  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  alVairs  of  the  comjjany  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Note. — The  above  history  of  tlie  Cohoes  Comp.iny  w.is 
prep.-ired  by  Mr.  D.  II.  Van  Auken,  tlie  present  secretary. 

CHAPTER  V. 

THE  HARMONY  MILLS  CO.MPANY. 

This  company  was  incorporated  in  i83^>,  under 
the  name  of  the  "  Harmony  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. " 

Peter  Harmony,  a  ."-Ipanish  gentleman  of  wealth 
and  enterprise,  was  the  founder  and  the  first  Pres- 
ident of  the  corporation,  and  from  him  the  corjio- 
rate  name  was  taken. 

Associated  with  him  were  Henry  Plunket,  Peter 
Remsen,  Francis  Olmstead,  H.  J.  Wickoff,  P. 
H.  Sclienck  &  Co.,  jas.  Stevenson,  Joseph  D. 
Constant,  Wm.  Sinclair,  Van-Wyck  Wickes, 
Elijilialet  Wickes,  Le  J5ron  &  Ives,  Tennis  \'an 
Vechtcn,  Joab  Houghton,  Clias.  O.  Handy,  Francis 
Griffin,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck,  Ellis  Winne,  Jr., 
Hugh  While,  Henry  Dudley,  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Jr.,  and  Benj.  Knower,  who  were  among  the 
prominent  business  men  of  their  time.  None  of 
them  now  survive. 

The  company  bought  a  tract  of  land,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  the  Cohoes  Falls,  and  in 
1837  erected  a  substantial  brick  buiUling,  165  feet 
long,  50  feet  wide  and  four  stories  high,  which, 
complete,  with  water-wheels,  flumes,  etc.,  cost 
$72,000. 

Three  brick  blocks  were  built  at  the  same  time, 
just  west  of  the  mill,  and  divided  into  tenements, 
for  the  use  of  the  operatives. 

The  mill  was  equipped  with  the  best  cotton 
machinery  then  in  use,  and  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  cl(jth  began  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  visions  of  the  projectors  of  the  enterprise 
were  colored  with  anticipated  large  returns  for 
their  investment;  but  either  from  bad  management 
or  other  cause  not  known  to  the  writer,  their 
bright  dreams  were  disjielled  by  the  bald  fact  that 
the  balances  were  invariably  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  ledger.  Indeed,  the  only  year  between  i837and 
1850  when  the  receipts  exceeded  the  expenditures 
was  in  1838. 

Several  changes  occurred  in  the  ownership,  and 
spasmodic  attem[)ls  were  mai^ie  to  turn  the  title  of 
fortune  in  the  right  direction  until  1S50,  when,  at 
a  comjiulsory  sale,  the  propert}'  was  purchased  b\' 
(Jarner  A  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  Alfred  Wild, 
of  Kinderhook.  The  annual  product  of  the  mill 
then  was  1,500,000  yards  of  ])rint-cloth;  700 
bales  of  cotton  were  consumed  ami  250  hands 
employed. 

The  new  proprietors  at  once  placed  the  entire 
management  of  the  mill  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Robert   Johnston,   who  had  been  in  charge  of 
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Nathan  Wild's  mill  at  Valalic,  New  York,  for  a 
number  of  years  previous.  Mr.  Jolinston,  with  a 
large  practical  knowledge  and  a  rare  intuition,  at 
once  grasped  the  causes  of  disaster  to  his  predeces- 
sors, and  began  to  bring  ortlcr  out  of  chaos. 

His  nervous  energy  and  tireless  zeal  soon 
banished  the  sleepy  indifference  of  employers  and 
employees,  and  a  new  life  became  apparent  from 
the  beginning  of  his  administration. 

The  history  of  the  Harmony  Mills  has  stamped 
upon  it  the  indelible  marks  of  a  master  miml,  and 
cannot  be  divorced  from  the  history  of  Robert 
Johnston's  life  work. 

He  was  born  in  Dalston,  England,  four  miles 
from  Carlisle,  near  the  Scottish  border,  February 
I,  1S07.  At  the  age  of  seven  years,  Mr.  Johnston 
began  working  in  Dixon's  cotton  mills  at  Warwick 
Bridge,  Northumberland,  for  sixpence  a  week. 
In  those  days  the  first  process,  or  "opening"  of 
the  cotton,  was  done  by  women  with  forked  sticks, 
and  when  "  they  had  become  weary  with  beating 
and  to.  sing  the  cotton,  would  produce  a  tinder-box 
and  pipe,  strike  a  light  and  smoke,  without  leaving 
their  work-bench."  Strange  to  say,  he  does  not 
remember  a  fire  resulting  from  such  carelessness. 
Mr.  Johnston  was  employed  in  various  mills,  hav- 
ing become  an  expert  in  mule  spinning,  until  1830, 
when  he  came  to  this  country  and  obtained  employ- 
ment in  the  Providence  Steam  Mill,  spinning  on 
hand-mules.  They  had  never  seen  warp  spun 
properly  on  a  mule  undl  he  showed  them.  He 
afterward  worked  in  a  small  mill  near  Providence, 
where  one  pair  of  mules  did  the  work  for  the  mill. 
While  working  in  this  mill,  he  says,  Samuel  Slater, 
the  father  of  American  cotton  spinning,  would  sit 
at  the  end  of  Jiis  (Johnston's)  mules  and  watch  him 
spinning  for  hours  together.  In  1S34  he  moved  to 
Valatie,  Columbia  County,  New  York,  and  during 
the  16  years  following  he  had  the  management  of 
Nathan  Wild's  cotton  mill.  While  there,  in  1S38, 
Mr.  Johnston  made  the  first  muslin-de-laine  ever 
made  in  this  country;  the  warps,  number  40, 
being  prepared  in  Mr.  Wild's  mill,  and  the  worsted 
-  (filling)  was  imported  from  I^ngland  in  the  skein. 
In  Valatie  the  best  wages  paid  female  help  at  that 
time  in  the  spinning  department  was  $1.25  per  week. 
Good  board  was  to  be  had  for  75  cents  per  week. 

In  1858  he  accepted  the  offer  of  Alfred  Wild 
and  came  to  Cohoes,  and  since  that  date  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Harmony  Mills  has  been  wonderful. 
To-day,  1883,  it  is  the  largest  and  most  complete 
cotton  manufacturing  establishment  in  America. 
Mr.  Johnston  early  associated  with  himself  his  son, 
Hon.  D.  J.  Johnston,  who  entered  the  company's 
office  as  clerk,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  became 
one  of  the  proprietors  in  1866.  In  1853  an  addi- 
tion was  built  on  the  north  end  of  the  old  mill,  340 
feet  long,  70  feet  wide  and  four  stories  high,  with 
an  attic,  having  a  capacity  of  30,000  spindles,  and 
employing  500  hands.  This,  with  the  old  mill,  is 
now  designated  No.  i.  In  1857  the  mill  known 
as  No.  2  was  built  about  half  the  size  of  the  origi- 
nal plan,  and,  after  running  20,000  spindles  for 
five  yeirs,  was  extended  and  enlarged  to  a  capacity 
of  48,000  spindles,  and  empli>ying  Soo  hands.  In 


1S44  the  Cohocs  Company  erected  a  cotton  mill 
near  the  south  terminus  of  their  hydraulic  canal. 
No.  3,  200  feet  long  and  four  stories  high,  and  in 
1846  built  a  similar  structure  60  feet  north  and 
parallel  with  the  first.  These  two  mills  were  after- 
ward connecteil  by  a  central  tower  60  x  70  feet,  and 
six  stories  high,  making  a  building  500  feet  long, 
with  a  capacity  of  32,000  spindles.  This  mill, 
now  know  as  the  "  Ogden,"  or  No.  4,  passeii 
through  various  hands  until  i860,  when  it  was 
purchased  by  the  Harmony  Mills  Company.  It 
was  overhauled  and  its  capacity  increased,  which, 
with  (he  original  cost,  represented  an  outlay  of 
,<450,ooo.  The  "Strong"  mill,  or  No.  5,  stands  at 
the  intersection  of  Mohawk  street  and  Canal  No. 
3.  The  original  mill  was  built  in  1849  by  Wm. 
N.  Chadwick,  father  of  Remsen  and  Joseph  Chad- 
wick,  at  present  proprietors  of  the  Ontario  Knitting 
Mill.' 

Mr.  Chadwick,  as  proprietor,  ran  the  mill  for 
about  ten  years,  with  varied  success,  when  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Suarez  family,  Spaniards,  and 
successors  to  the  estate  of  Peter  Harmony.  The 
Harmony  Mills  Company  purchased  the  mill  in 
1865,  and  remodeled  and  enlarged  it  at  a  cost  of 
$100,000.  In  1873  it  was  further  enlarged  to  a 
capacity  of  13,000  spindles. 

The  north  wing  of  the  "  Mastodon,"  or  No.  3 
mill,  was  built  in  1866-7.  In  excavating  for  the 
foundation  at  the  north  end,  a  large  "pot  hole'' 
was  found  in  the  bed  of  what  had  once  been  a 
stream  of  water.  The  "  pot  hole"  was  very  deep, 
filled  with  peat,  and  at  its  bottom,  60  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  street,  was  found  the  almost  per- 
fect skeleton  of  a  mastodon  mammoth  of  a  for- 
mer age.  The  bones  were  carefully  exhumed  and 
presented  to  the  State.  They  are  now  mounted 
and  on  exhibition  at  the  Geological  Hall  in  Al- 
bany. The  south  wing  of  the  mill  was  built  in 
1872.  The  whole  comprises  a  large  central  tower 
surmounting  and  connecting  the  two  wings  and 
forming  one  continuous  building,  i,  1S5  feet  long, 
76  feet  wide  and  five  stories  high,  with  a  mansard 
roof  The  central  tower  is  eight  stories  high  and 
terminates  in  four  smaller  towers,  128  feet  in 
height.  There  are  four  smaller  towers,  each  12S 
feet  in  height, equidistant  on  the  wings.  The  main 
entrance  is  through  a  massive  stone  arch  under  the 
central  tower.  This  tower  or  connection  between 
the  wings  is  70  x  76  feet,  and  is  absolutely  fire- 
proof, no  wood  having  been  used  in  any  part  of 
the  construction  except  the  floors.  The  entire  mill 
is  constructed  of  the  best  material,  and  in  the  most 
substantial  manner.  For  its  foundation,  25,000 
cubic  yards  of  rock  were  excavated,  and  7,000 
yards  of  stone  used.  In  the  superstructure  there 
are  9,000,000  bricks,  6,000  yards  of  santi,  35. coo 
bushels  of  lime,  900,000  feet  of  pine  limber,  and 
1, 800,000  hemlock,  8oo,coo  feet  Georgia  pine 
flooring,  500,000  feet  pine  ceiling,  1,100  kegs  of 
nails,  1,000  tons  of  cast  and  wrought  iron,  13 
miles  of  steam  and  gas  pipe,  5  miles  of  shading, 
and  13  miles  of  belting.  The  machinery  is  driven 
by  five  turbine  wheels,  each  sixty  inches  in  diamc- 
ter.and  aggregating  2,(00  horse-power,  and  weigh- 
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ing,  complete,  with  main  pulleys,  jack  shaft  and 
gears,  136  tons.  Three  of  tlie  wheels  drive  the 
machinery  in  the  north  wing,  and  the  other  two 
that  in  the  south  wing.  Five  cast-iron  cylinders, 
eight  feet  in  diameter,  convey  the  water  from  the 
bulkhead  to  the  wheels,  with  a  fall  of  twenty-one 
feet.  Snows  Automatic  Governor,  built  at  the  Co- 
hoes  Iron  Foundry  and  Machine  .^hop.  regulates  the 
supply  of  water.  'J'lic  w  heels  and  tlieir  appurten- 
ances were  built  by  the  Ames  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, Chicopce,  !\Iass.  'J'he  immense  belts  which 
connect  the  jack  shaft  with  the  main  line  on  each 
floor  are  double,  and  two  feet  wide.  The  longest 
belt,  reaching  to  the  fifth  floor,  is  nearly  200  feet 
long.  Two  large  rotary  pumps  are  so  placed  in 
each  wheel  pit  that,  by  a'slight  movement  of  the 
gears,  they  can  be  set  in  motion  and  distribute 
water  to  every  part  of  the  mill  at  the  rate  of  156,000 
gallons  per  hour.  The  mill  is  filled  with  the  latest 
improved  and  most  perfect  cotton  machinery  in 
the  world.  The  self-acting  mules,  of  which  there 
are  110,  and  all  the  carding  machinery,  (rom  the 
"openers"  to  the  '•'speeders,"  are  of  English 
make. 

The  looms,  2,700,  were  made  at  Stockport,  N. 
Y.  Of  the  warp  spinning  frames,  351  in  number, 
161  were  built  at  W'liitinsville,  ?ilass. ;  55  at  Taun- 
ton, Mass.;  55  at  Rhinebcck,  N.  Y. ,  and  80  in 
F^ngland.  The  yarn  is  "sized  "  in  six  improved 
"  slashers,"  or  dressing  frames.  Two  of  them  can 
each  dress  two  beams  at  once,  and  were  made  in 
England.  The  other  four,  together  with  others  in 
the  difTerent  mills,  were  built  by  the  Cohoes  Iron 
Foundry  and  Machine  Company.  This  depart- 
ment of  cotton  manufacture  has  made  rapid  strides 
in  improvement  during  the  last  thirteen  years. 

When  the  Harmony  Comjiany  jnirchascd  the 
"  Ogden  "  mill,  in  1S60,  the  tiressing  was  done  on 
the  "  Reynolds  '  frame,  and  the  number  of  frames 
necessary  to  dress  this  yarn  for  400  looms  occu- 
pied the  whole  of  the  attic  story  of  the  mill.  The 
average  day's  work  then  was  about  90  cuts.  To- 
day, six  frames,  occu[)ying  a  space  about  75  x  75 
feet,  dress  all  the  yarn  necessary  to  keep  2,700 
looms  in  operation.  The  frames  can  average  on 
standard  work,  56x60,  a  cut  of  fifty  yards  every 
minute.  This  immense  mill  contains  130,000 
spindles,  produces  100,000  yards  of  cloth  every 
sixty  hours,  and  is  the  most  complete  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments of  any  cotton  mill  in  the  world. 

In  1S72  the  company  purchased  the  paper  mill 
just  south  of  No.  2  mill,  which  Chas.  Yan  Benthuy- 
sen  &  Sons  had  operated  for  many  years.  It  was 
enlarged,  a  mansard  roof  placed  over  it,  and  a  fine 
tQwer  built  at  the  south  end,  making  a  building 
250  feet  long,  60  feet  wide  and  four  stories  high. 
It  is  now  filled  with  machinery  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  seamless  cotton  bags.  Under  this 
mill,  there  is  an  artesian  well,  2, 100  feet  deep,  sunk 
by  the  Van  Benthuysens,  to  get  pure  water  for  the 
manufacture  of  white  paper.  They  did  not  find 
the  water.  The  company  also  operated  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  up  to  1^72,  a  small  mill,  at  the  head  of 
Remsen  street,  on  canal  No.  4.  It  was  known  as  the 
Egbert  mill,  and  was  ow  ned  by  Charles  II.  Adams. 


In  the  year  above  stated,  the  machinery  was  taken 
out  and  removed  to  the  Strong  Mill.  In  iS-ji 
the  company  began  the  manufacture  of  jute  sack- 
ing for  the  baling  of  cotton  ;  but  it  did  not  prove 
remunerative,  and  the  machinery  was  sold  and  re- 
moved to  Akron,  Ohio.  The  Harmony  Company 
has  been  remarkably  fortunate  in  die  item  of  lo-,s 
bv  fire.  Every  safeguard  is  employed  to  prevent 
disaster  in  this  direction  ;  the  mills  are  thoroucrlilv 
equipped  with  ajiiilianccs  to  cope  successfully  with 
this  dreaded  enemy.  The  Providence  Steam  and 
daspipe  Company  are  now  engaged  in  placing 
Grinncld's  automatic  fire  extinguishers  in  every 
room  in  the  mills,  at  a  cost  of  over  $30,000. 
These  extinguishers  release  the  water  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  155°.  Twelve  large  boilers,  from  80  to 
100  horse-power  each,  located  in  the  different  mills, 
furnish  the  steam  for  drying  the  yarn  in  sum- 
mer and  heating  the  mills  in  winter.  About  3,500 
tons  of  egg  coal  are  consumed.  Large  repair 
shops  for  machinery,  carpenter  work,  painting,  etc., 
emi)loy  an  armv  of  operatives,  in  keeping  in  first- 
class  condition  the  efficiency  of  the  large  corpora- 
tion. Two  large  storehouses  are  located  on  the 
leading  lines  of  railroad  entering  the  city,  which 
have  a  storing  capacity  of  6,000  bales  of  cotttjn. 
The  cotton  consumed  yearly  by  the  six  mills  will 
aggregate  25,000  bales,  from  which  So,oco,oco 
yards  of  cloth  are  produced. 

Gamer  it  Company  also  operate  mills  in  the  fol- 
lowing places  : 

Rochester  Steam  Mill,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  ;  9,800 
spindles,  231  looms. 

Newburg Steam  Mill,  Newburg,  N.  Y.  ;  20,000 
spindles,  500  looms. 

Pleasant  \'alley  Mill,  70  looms,  3,020  spindles. 

Franklindale  Mill,  at  \\'appingers  Falls,  N.  Y.  ; 
10,000  spindles,  200  looms. 

Reading  Cotton  Mills,  Reading,  Pcnn. ;  15,000 
spindles,  600  looms. 

Little  Falls  Cotton  Mill,  5,600  spindles,  220 
looms. 

They  also  run  the  large  print  works  at  Wappin?- 
ers  Fal.s  and  Rockland,  N.  Y.,  operating  in  both 
places  forty  printing  machines,  one-seventh  of  all 
there  are  in  the  country,  and  capable  of  printing 
150,000,000  yards  a  year.  The  aggregate  number 
of  spindles  operated  by  Garner  Co.  is  about  380.- 
000,  and  7,400  looms,  which  will  produce  in  stand- 
ard cloth,  56  by  60,  375,000  yards  every  ten 
hours,  or  1 1 6, 250,000  every  year  ;  33,000  bales,  or 
17,000,000  lbs.  of  cotton,  are  consumed.  In  a 
niche  on  the  front  of  the  cential  tower  of  No.  3 
mill,  seventy  feet  from  the  ground,  is  a  colossal 
bronze  statue  of  the  late  Thomas  Garner,  the  found- 
er and  principal  stockholder  of  the  Harmony  Mills 
Company.  It  was  cast  by  the  Ames  Manufacturing 
j  Company,  of  Chicopee,  Mass.,  f'rom  a  model  made 
j  by  Millmore,  the  celebrated  artist  of  Boston.  Mr. 
I  Garner  died,  October,  1867.  As  an  evidence  of 
I  the  perfect  confidence  he  had  in  the  management 
of  the  mills,  it  may  be  stated  that  his  visits  to  Co- 
hoes were  very  rare,  not  averaging  once  a  year 
during  his  ownership.  He  was  not  here  at  anv 
time  while  No.  3  mill  was- building,  and  all  that  he 
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ever  saw  of  that  magnificent  result  of  his  rroncy 
and  enterprise  were  tlie  ])lu>t(^grafilis  taken  when 
the  building  was  fuiished.  Mr.  Garner  was  born 
in  England,  in  1805,  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1832.  He  was  a  poor  bc>v  and,  when  ver\'  \'oung, 
labored  in  the  coal  mines,  at  New  Castle.  He  was 
succeeded  in  the  presidency  of  the  company  by  his 
son,  William  'J".  Garner,  a  young  man  who  inherit- 
ed, to  a  marked  degree,  the  business  talent  of  his 
father.  His  business  career  came  to  a  sudden  and 
terrible  end,  June  20,  1S76,  by  the  capsizing  of  the 
yacht  "Arohawk,"  when  ^Mr.  and  I\Irs.  Garner  and 
three  other  persons  were  drowned.  In  1S67 
Alfred  Wild  retired  from  the  company,  and  was 
succeeded  as  agent  by  Wm.  K  Thorn,  of  New 
York,  who  also  became  one  of  the  proprietors  and 
a  resident  of  Cohoes. 

After  the  death  of  William  T.  Garner,  Samuel 
W.  Johnson,  his  brother-in-law,  and  one  of  the 
firm,  was  elected  to  the  position  of  president,  re- 
siding at  Wai)pingers  Falls,  where  the  print  works  arc 
located.  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  Wm.  E.  Thorn  and 
John  Lawrence  were  the  executors  of  \\'illiam  T. 
Garner's  will.  The  will  devised  all  of  Mr.  Garner's 
property  in  trust  to  his  three  daughters,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  Florence,  is  now  16  years  of  age.  De- 
cember 9,  iSSi,  while  S.  W.  Johnson  was  duck- 
shooting  on  Long  Island,  he  received  injuries 
from  the  premature  discharge  of  his  gun  that  result- 
ed in  his  death,  four  days  later.  December  13,  1881. 

John  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  company.  May,  1882,  and  still  occupies 
that  position.  One  thing  that  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  and  prosperity  of  the  Har- 
mony Mills  is  the  interest  that  has  always  been 
manifested  in  the  moral  and  physical  welfare  of 
their  employees.  During  the  years  1866-7-S, 
nearly  §300,000  was  expended  in  erecting  tene- 
ment houses,  grading  streets  and  sidewalks,  plant- 
ing shade  trees  and  making  other  improvements 
that  have  transformed  what  was  a  grainfiekl  in 
1865  into  a  thriving  village  of  6,000  people  in 
i86y.  The  streets  are  80  feet  wide,  with  a  40-f()0t 
roadway,  macadamized.  The  sidewalks  are  of 
asphalt,  10  feet  wide,  with  a  bit  of  turf  or  a  bed 
of  flowers,  inclosed  by  a  neat  picket  fence,  between 
the  houses  and  the  walk. 

A  person  once  speaking  of  the  care  exercised  by 
the  Harmony  Company  said  :  ''Cleanliness  seems 
to  be  epidemic  here.  ''  And  it  is  true  both  in  the 
mills  and  out.  No  refuse  matter  or  gaibage  is 
permitted  to  be  thrown  in  the  streets  or  alleys. 
Men  are  constantly  employed,  each  one  having  a 
special  district  under  his  care,  cleaning  the  streets 
and  removing  the  garbage.  There  is  a  complete 
system  of  drainage  by  which  every  cellar,  vault  and 
hydrant  well  is  drained. 

There  are  700  tenements,  with  from  four  to  ten 
rooms  each.  The  rents  range  from  three  to  eight 
dollars  per  four  weeks.  The  tenements  that  the 
company  rent  for  eight  dollars  would  be  in  de- 
mand at  twenty  dollars  per  month  if  outside  parlies 
were  permitted  to  rent  them.  No  family  is  allowed 
to  reside  in  any  of  the  tenements  that  is  not  in  the 
employ  of  the  company.    The  rent  is  collected  at 


the  ofl'icc  by  deducting  the  amount  from  the  pay 
of  the  employee. 

Located  over  the  office  is  a  commodious  hall, 
the  tincst  in  the  city,  40  x  100  feet,  with  a  seating 
cajiacity  of  Soo.  It  is  nicely  frescoed  and  fur- 
nished with  pictures,  ma{)s,  ami  an  excellent  organ. 
.\t  9  A.  .M.  every  Sabballi  the  Harmony  L'lndn 
Sunday  ."-^chool  meets  in  tlii^  liall.  'I'hc  .school  was 
established  twenty-eight  years  ago  as  a  mission 
school,  and  still  retains  thai  distinctive  feature,  the 
teachers  and  .scholais  coming  from  all  the  denomi- 
nations in  the  city.  Mr.  David  J.  Johnston  is 
now  and  has  been  the  superintendent  of  this 
school  most  of  the  time  since  its  organization. 
The  last  report  of  the  secretary  gives  the  follow- 
ing statistics  :  Number  of  members  admitted 
during  the  year,  184  ;  present  number  of  mem- 
bers, 548  ;  whole  number  admitted  since  organi- 
zation, 4,492. 

Everywhere  about  the  works  order  prevails,  and 
the  company  maintain  in  the  mills,  in  the  shops, 
and  indeed  throughout  the  whole  corporation,  the 
discipline  of  a  well-trained  army  corps.  There 
are  4,000  hands  employed  by  the  company  in 
Cohoes  ;  and  it  is  safe  to  say  there  are  as  many 
at  home  as  there  are  at  work,  so  that  at  least  8,000 
persons  get  their  support  directly  from  labor  per- 
formed in  the  Harmony  Mills. 

Since  1S79  the  print-cloth  trade  has  been  labor- 
ing under  a  severe  depression,  and  during  a  part 
of  that  year,  and  for  the  two  years  following,  the 
j  company  barely  paid  expenses.  In  April,  1882, 
with  ckilh  at  3^  cents  per  yard,  and  cotton  at  12} 
cents  per  piound,  two  weeks'  notice  was  given  that 
from  April  24  there  would  be  a  reduction  of  10 
per  cent,  in  the  wages.  The  hands  resolved  to 
resist  the  reduction,  and  on  April  26,  when  the 
bells  rang,  no  one  appeared  to  go  to  v.ork.  For 
eighteen  weeks  the  whirr  of  the  spinelles  and  the 
click  of  the  looms  were  silenced,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  days,  when  spasmodic  attempts  were 
made  to  resume.  The  hands  finally  returned  to 
work  on  the  company  s  terms.  It  is  a  noticealile 
fact  that,  during  the  stoppage  of  the  mills,  the  vol- 
ume of  print-cloths  in  the  market  increased  from 
200,000  to  700,000  pieces,  and  when  the  mills  re- 
sumed operations  cloth  \\as  lower  and  cotton 
higher  than  when  they  shut  down.  The  hands  lost, 
during  the  stoppage  of  eighteen  weeks,  S340.C00 
in  wages.  The  mechanics  and  laborers  were  kept 
at  work,  and  many  improvements  were  made. 
The  most  serious  loss  to  the  company  by  the  strike 
was  the  scattering  of  disciplined  help  to  other 
manufacturing  places  in  the  country.  However, 
the  majority  who  went  a\\a_\'  iound  the  ri^ise-colorc  d 
statements  of  phenomenal  wages  were  not  true, 
and  in  six  months  after  tlie  resumption  of  work  m 
the  mills  here  every  spindle  and  loom  was  in  nn  - 
tion  again. 

In  February,  18S1,  the  hands  made  a  demand 
for  10  per  cent  advance  and  one  hour  for  dinner. 
The  demand  was  refused,  and  on  the  2^)th  they 
struck,  .\fter  lemaining  out  Un  tlays  the  com- 
pany c  tiered  fifty  minutes  lor  dinner  and  10  \cr 
cent,  advance.    The  otler  was  accepted,  and  the 
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hands  resumed  their  work,  Mnrch  8.  Tlic  strike 
of  1862  was  the  only  serious  di?ai;rcemcnt  tiiat  has 
ever  occurred  between  the  Harmony  Company  and 
their  em|)Ioyces.  DilYerences  have  aiwa\'s  been 
adjusted  directly  between  the  hands  and  the  man- 
agement. Outsitie  parties  have  been  Hstened  to, 
and  politely  dismissed,  witli  the  assurance  that  the 
company  were  perfectly  competent  to  manage  their 
business. 

The  present  ofiicers  of  the  company  arc  :  Presi- 
dent, John  Lawrence  ;  Agent,  Win.  K.  Thorn  ; 
General  Manager,  Robert  Johnston  ;  Su{)crintend- 
ent,  D.  J.  Johnst(jn  ;  Paymaster,  W.  S.  Smith. 

Tiie  New  York  office  is  at  Xo.  6  \\Vjrtli  street. 

Note. — The  above  sketch  ot  the  Harmony  Mills  Com- 
pany was  made  for  this  History  by  Mr.  Silas  (Jwen,  at  tlie 
request  of  Mr.  David  J.  Johnston. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

COHOES  K.NTTTING  M.WfFACTORIES. 

The  father  of  the  knitting  l)usincss  in  this  ci mntry 
was  INIr.  Egbert  Egberts.  While  living  in  Albany, 
N.  Y. ,  in  the  jear  1S31,  he  became  interested  in 
the  progress  of  making  knit  goods.  Here  he 
made  his  primary  experiments  in  the  construction 
of  a  knitting  frame  to  be  operated  by  power.  Rut 
he  needed  a  more  practical  mechanic  to  make  the 
work  a  success.  A  certain  Dr.  Williams,  of 
Albany,  suggested  to  Mr.  Egberts  that  young 
Timothy  P>ailey  was  a  person  who  had  the  neces- 
sary ability  for  such  work.  Mr.  Bailey  was  then 
working  in  a  manufacturing  establishment  in 
Alban)'.  Mr.  Egbert  secured  the  services  of  young 
Bailey,  who  soon  saw  what  was  needed.  He  built, 
first,  a  wooden  frame  which,  when  turned  by  hand, 
accomplished  in  a  small  way  what  Mr.  Egberts 
desired.  The  knitting  machine  had  already  bceri 
invented.  One  was  purchased  in  Philadelphia  by 
Mr.  Bailey  and  brought  to  Albany,  and  his  con- 
trivance was  applied,  so  as  to  produce  knit  goods 
by  turning  a  crank.  The  next  step  was  for  >".g- 
berts  A:  Bailey  to  remove  to  Cohoes.  About  this 
time  (1S32)  Mr.  Joshua  J^ailey  became  interested 
in  the  new  invention.  The  new  machine  was 
arranged  to  run  by  water-power.  Soon  eight  of 
these  machines  were  constructed  by  Mr.  Timothy 
Bailey  and  set  in  motion.  The  ne.xt  step  was  to 
commence  carding  and  spinning,  thus  jireparing 
their  own  yarn.  In  this  way  the  foundation  was 
laid  for  the  extensive  knit-goods  business,  which  is 
no  longer  confined  to  Cohoes.  but  is  an  industry 
of  great  importance  to  the  whole  country. 

For  some  time  the  new  invention  was  kept  a 
secret.  The  doors  were  fastened  by  spring  locks. 
Even  Gen.  George  S.  Bradford,  who  ran  the  mill 
'  by  contract,  was  compelled  to  make  an  agreement 
that  he  should  not  enter  the  knitting  room. 
Timothy  Bailey  and  the  foreman  who  worked  with 
him  were  the  only  perscjns  who  understood  the 
machines.  The  mill  where  this  work  'irst  beian 
was  on  the  ditch  just  north  of  the  present  Erie 
Mill,  and  then  it  was  removed  to  the  liuilding  near 
the  one  now  occupied  by  the  Troy  Manufacturing 
Company. 


I      The  next  knitting  mill  erected  was  by  Mr.  Eg- 
I  bcrts,   on  the   corner   of  Remsen  and  Factory 
streets,  in  the  year  1S50.     By  this  lime  the  success 
of  this  business  was  full\-  assured  and  recognized. 

In  1 85 2  Thomas  Fowler  ])laccd  knitting  nn- 
chinery  in  the  building  formerly  occu[iied  by 
Timothv  Bailey,  and  in  the  same  year  Mr.  Eg- 
!  bcrts  transferred  his  mill  to  Charks  H.  .\dams. 
j  Mr.  Bailey  organized  a  manufacturing  company 
I  about  the  same  time;  so  that  in  1S53  there  were 
three  knitting  mills  in  Cohoes,  employing  750 
hands  ami  producing  45,000  dozen  goods  annually. 
Mr.  Adams  (>ccupied  the  "Watervlict  Mill"  till 
1862,  when  he  leased  the  building  to  Alden,  Frink 
i.*v:  Weston,  and  built  on  Ontario  street.  But  time 
and  space  would  fail  to  tell  of  all  the  new  enter- 
prises and  changes  in  the  knitting  business  of 
Cohoes  from  the  advent  of  Egberts  &  Bailey  until 
now.  At  present  there  are  25  knitting  mills  in 
operation  in  the  city,  with  177  sets  of  cards,  5^5 
knitting  cylinders,  and  4, 140  operators.  The  fol- 
lowing is  believed  to  be  a  complete  list,  at  the 
date  of  this  writing,  December  i,  1SS3: 

The  Rankcn  Knitting  Company,  Henry  S. 
Ranken,  treasurer,  has  16  sets  of  cards  and  23 
kn'tting  tables.  The  goods  manufactured  are 
shirts  and  drawers,  16  to  24  gauge,  white,  with  400 
employees. 

].  H.  Parsons  &  Co.  15  sets  of  cards,  25  tables 
of  knitting  machinery,  producing  ladies'  and  chil- 
dren's shirts  and  drawers;  425  employees. 

Tivoli  Hosiery  Mills,  established  by  Josiah  G. 
Root  in  1S55.  In  1S63  the  firm  became  J.  G. 
Root  &  Sons.  From  1S69  to  1S74  the  firm  was  J. 
G.  Root's  Sons;  from  1874  to  the  present  time  the 
firm  has  been  The  Root  Manufiicturing  Company. 
There  are  18  sets  of  machinery,  72  knitting  cylin- 
ders, 470  employees.  1  he  yearly  product  is  worth 
from  S903,oco  to  $1,000,000.  Andrew  J.  Root, 
treasurer. 

The  Star  Knitting  Company.  9  sets  of  cards, 
12  knitting  tables,  or  24  cylinders,  producing 
ladies'  and  gentlemen's  all  wool  and  merino  shirts 
and  drawers.  16  to  24  gauge;  173  employees. 

Empire  Mill,  J.  A.  Nuttall.  proprietor.  7  sets 
of  cards  anel  11  tables  of  knitting  machinery,  mak- 
ing shirts  and  drawers,  16,  18  and  20  gauge;  125 
employees. 

Globe  Mill,  LeRoy  i^c  Lamb,  proprieti)rs.  10 
sets  of  cards,  producing  shirts  and  drawers  for 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  16  and  20  gauge,  white; 
27  knitting  cylinders,  190  employees.  Yearly 
product,  46,000  dozen.  This  firm  commenced 
operations  in  1872.  Mr.  Lamb  died  in  January, 
1885. 

Standard  Hosiery  Mill,  Newman  &  Adams, 
proprietors.  3  sets  60-inch  cards,  producing 
scarlet  shirts  and  drawers,  wool,  for  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  14,  16,  iS  anil  20  gauge. 

Atlantic  Mill,  Horrocks  I't  Van  B.mthuysen, 
proprieti  rs.  6  sets  of  cards.  9  tables  of  knitters,  19 
cylinders.  120  employees.  Makes  ladies'  white 
vests  and  pants,  20  gauge. 

Ontario  Knitting  .Mill,  Chadwick  Co..  propri- 
etors.   6  sets  of  cards,  7  tables  of  knitters,  15  cyl- 


■  'I 


■  .  f  I 1  .- 1 J  '11 ! 
.     .  I ; :  ' ' '  r  /. ; ; 


-  'H*.  .:iu-.'^!-'i'-o  0:1;  \o  > 


/J: 


--..'ui;!  i;iJ<.ii  -^ii'  siilJ  n!..  ,.-;.';7  ir;.->.. 'ir^^'i 

-..        ;•,    ,;.;;sni^Ljd  3Vf8rt5.tZ5  iifiJ  lol  t:-.> 

,,:  ,^is«<>--!:  '-ai-h.'  rid' 


THE  CirV  OF  CO  HOES. 


inders,  200  employees;  makes  mens  shiits  and 
drawers. 

I'^gbert's  Woolen  Mill,  run  by  -Mr.  Charles  II. 
Adams  from  1863  to  1S70.  Mr.  Adams  still  owns 
the  building  and  machinery.  The  mill  was 
operated  by  Mr.  John  Wakcman  fnini  1870  to 
1881.  Present  proprietors,  Neil  MeDowell. 
6  sets  of  cards,  21  knitting  cylinders,  140  hands; 
yearly  productiim,  35,000  dozen;  fme  under- 
wear; 20-gauge  goods;  monthly  pay-roll,  $4,500; 
value  of  annual  produclinn,  $125,000. 

Troy  Manufacturing  Company,  J.  V.  S.  Lan- 
sing, treasurer.  10  sets  of  cards  and  14  tables  of 
knitting  machinery,  28  cylinders,  250  emi)liiyees; 
makes  shirts  and  drawers,  merino  and  all  wool, 
white,  16  to  20  gauge. 

Elk  I\Iill,  A.  Paul,  proprietor.  Mr.  Paul  buys 
his  yarn;  has  si.K  knitting  tables  and  13  cylinders, 
50- hands;  makes  ladies'  and  gents'  white  shirts 
and  drawers,  16  and  20  gauge. 

Riverside  Mill,  II.  S.  Bogue,  proprietor.  10 
sets  of  cards,  24  knitting  cylinders,  200  hands; 
makes  white  shirts  and  drawers,  wool,  cotton  and 
merino,  principall}'  20  gauge. 

Granite  Mill,  Wm.  Moure,  proprietor.  8  sets 
of  cards  and  12  tables  of  knitters;  makes  ladies' 
and  gents'  white  shirts  and  drawers,  iS  and  20 
gauge  ;   150  employees. 

Pacific  Hosiery  Mills,  Clark  &  Holsapple,  pro- 
prietors. 4  sets  of  cards,  7  tables  of  knitters,  16 
cylinders,  70  employees:  make  merino  shirts  and 
drawers,  12  to  19  gauge,  white. 

Kensington  Mills,  Root  A  Waterman,  ])roprie- 
tors.  7  sets  of  cards,  11  tables,  with  22  cy  linders, 
150  employees,  producing  ladies',  gents'  and  chil- 
dren's wool  and  merino  white  shirts  and  drawers, 
12  to  22  gauge. 

Erie  Mill,  M.  E.  Moore  it  Co.,  proprietors.  6 
sets  of  machinery,  8  tables,  with  18  cylinders,  antl 
150  employees,  producing  merino  shirts  and  draw- 
ers, white,  20  gauge. 

American  Hosiery  Mill,  Gregory  &  Hiller,  pro- 
prietors. 6  sets  of  cards,  18  cy  linders,  90  employ- 
ees; gents'  merino,  white  and  mi.\ed,  shirts  and 
drawers,  14,  16  and  iS  gauge. 

Crown  Knitting  Mill,  Thompson  &  Lefferts,  pro- 
prietors. This  firm  buys  its  yarn;  they  have  3 
tables  of  knitting  machinery  and  6  cy  linders  and  40 
employees;  make  lailies'  white  merino  vests,  16 
gauge. 

W.  H.  tfc  D.  Aiken  have  3  sets  of  cards,  y  knit- 
ting cylinders  and  60  employees;  they  make  white 
vests  and  pants,  20  gauge. 

.  Anchor  Hosiery  Mill,  C.  F.  North  it  Doyle,  pro- 
.  prietors  ;  has  6  .sets  of  cards,  13  tables,  28  cylin- 
ders, with  160  employees,  prcxlucing  ladies'  and 
children's  white  underwear,  18  gauge. 

Eclipse  Mill,  Wood,  Pierce  Co.  This  firm 
buys  the  yarn  to  run  4  tables  and  S  cylinders;  they 
have  60  employees,  making  ladies'  white  umler- 
wear,  20  gauge. 

Enterprise  Mill,  John  Scott  I't  ."^on,  proprieti >rs. 
10  sets  of  cards,  14  knitting  tables,  30  c)  linders, 
235  lianils;  makes  ladies'  and  gents'  white  under- 
wear, 16  and  20  gauge. 


Brock  way  tt  Knott  have  2  sets  of  cards  and  11 
cylinders,  anil  ])roilucc  ladies'  and  gents'  all-wool 
scarlet  underwear,  18  pauge. 

Victor  Knitting  Mills  Company,  Brooks,  .Silli- 
man  Aiken,  proprietors.  The  mill  is  owneil  by 
the  estate  of  Henry  Brockway,  who  ran  it  from 
i860  to  1880;  the  machinery  is  owned  by  the 
present  proprietors;  there  are  nine  sets  of  cards 
and  24  knitting  cylinders,  operated  by  250  em- 
ployees; the  monthly  pay-roll  is  $8,000;  the  yearly 
product  amounts  to  al)Out  $750,000. 

This  knitting  industry  is  one  of  the  chief  elc: 
ments  in  the  prosperity  of  Cohoes.  About 
$i,6co,ooo  are  paid  out  here  annually  to  employ- 
ees in  this  branch  of  businejs,  and  every  year 
shows  a  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  the 
product,  as  well  as  in  the  tonality  of  the  goods 
manufactured.  In  30  years  the  number  of  mills 
has  increasetl  from  3  to  25  in  Cohoes  alone,  and 
the  number  of  hands  employed  has  increased  in 
the  same  time  from  750  to  4,140. 

.  -    ■  CHAPTER  VII. 

OTHER  MANUFACTORIES. 

*  Cofiocs  Axes  and  Edge  Tonls. — Just  fifty  years 
ago  the  founilation  lor  the  present  extensive  manu- 
ficture  of  axes  and  edge  tools  in  Cohoes  was  laid, 
and  one  year  later  the  first  establishment  was  in 
successful  operation.  The  business  has  gradually 
developed,  until  it  forms  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant branches  of  the  manufactures  of  Cohoes. 
Daniel  Simmons,  the  pioneer  in  the  business,  be- 
gan life  as  a  blacksmith,  and  had  a  forge  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  City  of  Albany,  where  he  com- 
menced making  axes  b}"  hand  for  an  occasional 
customer,  using  for  the  cutting  edges  German  or 
blister  steel,  which  was  then  sujiposed  to  be  the 
only  kind  that  could  be  successfully  welded  to  iron. 
About  1825  it  was  found  that,  by  the  use  of  re- 
fined borax  as  a  flux,  cast  steel  could  be  made  to 
answer  the  purpose,  and  Mr.  Simmons  promptly 
look  advantage  of  the  discovery,  being  one  of  the 
first  to  put  it  to  practical  use.  His  axes  soon  be- 
came favorably  known,  and  the  demand  for  them 
was  so  increased  that  greater  lacilities  for  produc- 
tion became  necessary..  Accordingly,  in  1826,  he 
remo.ed  to  Berne,  Albany  County,  where  he  se- 
cured a  small  water-power,  erected  rude  buildings 
and  put  up  tri[)-liammers  and  other  machinery. 
In  time  these  accommoilations  ]>roved  insulficient. 
and  Mr.  Simmons  came  to  Cohoes,  where  he 
founded  the  establishment,  one  of  the  earliest  in 
the  country,  which,  under  successful  management, 
became  known  through  all  parts  of  the  globe. 

The  second  ax  and  edge  tool  factory  was  started 
in  1843  hite,  Olmsted  it  Co.    This  estab- 

lishment continued  until  the  failure  of  ■\Iiles 
\\  hite,  in  1S57.  The  business  was  then  closed 
out,  and  the  buildings  in  which  it  was  conducted 
were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  Sili  of  May,  1858. 

The  third  ax  and  ei.Ige  tool  establisiinient  was 
started  in  1863  by  Allien,  Erink  and  Weston,  under 

•  Prep.ircd  by  Mr.  James  H.  Masten. 
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llie  firm  name  of  W.  J.  Ten  Eyck  A:  Co.,  a  build- 
ing crcctetl  by  Jonas  Simmons  on  tiie  site  of  the 
l)reseul  rolling  mill  having  l)cen  purciiasod  b\- 
them.  This  concern  was  extensively  enlarged  in 
1S64,  and  continued  in  opeiation  until  1866,  when 
Alden,  FVink  and  Weston  fiiiled.  On  the  suspen- 
sion of  this  firm,  a  new  comjiany  was  organizetl, 
known  as  the  "Ten  Eyck  ManuAicturing  Com- 
pany,"  with  the  following  olhcers:  David  Cowee, 
president;  George  R.  Sevmour,  treasurer;  R.  H. 
'J'hompson,  secretary,  and  W.  J.  Ten  ?>ck,  super- 
intendent. This  company  closed  business  in 
1S72,  and  in  the  following  year  the  factory  was 
taken  by  Williams.  Ryan  &  Jones,  and  they  were 
soon  after  succeeded  by  Sheehan,  Jones  A  Ryan. 
In  January,  1873,  the  factory  was  consumed  by 
fire.  John  L.  Thomp.son,  of  Troy,  lost  on  build- 
ings $20,000,  of  which  $q,ooo  was  insured.  The 
loss  of  the  firm  was  from  $6,000  to  $8,000  on 
manufacturetl  gootls. 

Messrs.  Sheehan,  Jones  &  Ryan  moved  into  the 
pipe  fbictory  building  on  Saratoga  street.  Mr. 
Sheehan  withtlrew  from  the  firm,  and  Jtmes  &  Ryan 
continued.  July  i,  1874,  there  was  still  another 
change  in  the  firm,  which  was  then  styled  M.  H. 
Jones  &  Co.  This  firm  name  continued  untd 
shortly  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Jone.s.  Since 
then  A.  G.  Peck  &  Co.  have  carried  on  the 
business,  which  is  very  extensive  and  constantly 
increasing. 

The  fourth  venture  in  this  line  of  manufacture 
was  by  the  second  Ten  Eyck  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, established  in  February,  1S76,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $30,000,  widi  the  following  partners:  Abram, 
Albert,  and  Jonas  S.  Ten  Eyck;  and  D.  H.  Clute, 
Cohoes;  George  Carrigan,  13ayonne,  N.  J. 

Their  works  were  located  on  Saratoga  street, 
near  the  extreme  southern  boundary  of  the  city, 
and  consisted  of  a  luiilding  100  x  3.''  feet,  contain- 
ing forge  shop  and  polishing  shop;  and  two  wings, 
each  60  feet  long,  containing  tempering  shop, 
blacksmith  shop,  etc.  The  works  were  run  by  a 
40-horse-power  steam  engine.  The  firm  contin- 
ued business  until  October,  1877,  when  it  sus- 
pended, and  their  works  remained  idle  until 
March,  1880,  when  the  Cohoes  Ax  Manufacturing 
Company,  a  new  firm,  was  formed,  composed 
of  George  Cam[ibell,  john  Clute,  J.  H.  Parsons, 
Wm.  S.  Gilbert  and  Ethan  Rogers.  The  new  com- 
pany brought  encrg}-, skill  and  the  necessary  caiiital 
into  the  concern  to  make  it  successful,  and  it  now 
ranks  among  the  most  prosperous  establishments 
of  the  kind  in  the  ci>untry. 

Cohoes  Ri)I/in<^r  — In  1S56  the  Cohoes  Roll- 
ing ]Mill.was  erected  to  make  iron  and  steel  for  the 
ax  factory  of  D.  Simmons  i^:  Co.  In  1863  Jonas 
Simmons  and  E.  N.  Page  formed  a  copartnership, 
and  constructed  tpne  single  putldling  furnace  and 
one  heating  furnace.  Tlic  i)uddling  furnace  was 
soon  doubled,  and  the  capacity  was  12  tons  fin- 
ished iron  in  24  hours. 

March  ti.  1S65.  James  Morrison  bought  out 
Mr.  Simmons,  and  the  present  firm  of  Morrison. 
Colwell  &  Page  was  formed.  Under  the  new  man- 
agement the  works  rapiiUy  grew  until  the  fire  of 


January  5,  1S83,  when  Uiey  had  ten  double  [uid- 
dling  furnaces,  one  scrap  furnace  and  fiur  he.iting 
furnaces;  also,  six  ax-poll  machines.  These  ax 
machines  and  the  royalty  thereon  cost  $65,000. 
They  were  bought  in  1867,  and  they  have  a  capac- 
ity of  3,000  ax-polls  in  ten  hours.  The  works 
were  reconstructetl  immediately  after  the  fire,  in 
the  early  summer  of  1883,  from  sections  of  the 
main  Centennial  building,  I'hiladelphia.  all  imn 
and  glass.  The  finishing  and  ax-poll  department 
is  280  feet  long  and  180  feet  wide.  The  main 
columns  are  35  feet  high;  truss  roof. 

The  puddle  mill  is  70  by  250  feet,  with  wing  80 
by  70.  The  shear  shop  is  30  by  60  feet,  two 
stories  high. 

The  new  mill  has  been  arranged  with  special 
reference  to  convenience  in  hantlling  the  iron  as 
it  passes  from  process  to  process.  They  have  now 
twelve  doul>le  furnaces,  two  scrap  furnaces,  seven 
heating  furnaces,  one  20-inch  roll-train,  25  feet  fly 
wheel;  one  16-inch  roll-train,  20  feet  fly  wheel; 
one  lo-inch  roll-train,  16  feet  lly  wheel;  one  20- 
inch  roll-train,  23  feet  fly  wheel. 

The  principal  motor  power  used  is  water,  sup- 
plementeil  by  a  loo-horse-power  steam  engine, 
which  drives  two  lars^e  Sturtevant  fan  blowers, 
which  convey  blast  to  the  furnaces;  also  a  25-hiirse- 
power  engine  which  drives  the  ax-poll  machines, 
shears,  shafting,  etc. 

The  capacity  of  the  mill  now  is  from  25,000  to 
30,000  tons  of  finished  iron  annually,  using  60,000 
tons  of  coal  (bituminous),  about  20,000  tons  pig 
iron,  5,000  tons  scrap  iron,  and  large  quantities 
of  ore,  fire  brick,  fire  sand,  etc.  These  are  re- 
ceived on  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company 
Railroail  and  by  Champlain  Canal,  which  delivers 
at  the  rolling  mill  docks. 

The  iron  used  is  principallv  from  Port  Henry, 
Hudson  River  and  Pennsylvania.  The  iron  made 
is  of  very  superior  qualit\-,  principally  intended  for 
making  axes,  adzes,  butts,  hinges  and  axles.  They 
also  supply  the  Cohoes  tube  works  with  a  superior 
grade  of  skelp  iron  for  making  gas,  water  and 
steam  pipe. 

E.  N.  Page,  the  superintendent,  was  born  in 
Birmingham,  England.  His  experience  in  a  roll- 
ing mill  was  with  E.  Page  &  Sons,  at  Rolnay,  Eng- 
land. He  came  to  America  in  1848,  being  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  and  received  his  training  here 
with  Horace  Grace  A:  Co.  at  South  Boston,  and 
Glendon  Iron  Company,  East  Boston. 

He  then  became  mill  manager  for  Wm.  E. 
C\ifTin  &  Co.,  Pembroke  Iron  Works.  Elaine.  He 
remained  there  eight  years.  Then  he  became  su- 
perintendent of  liurden's  steam  mill,  Troy,  N.  Y. , 
where  he  rernained  one  year.  He  then  formed  a 
cf)partnership  with  Mr.  Simmons,  as  above  stated. 
Mr.  Page  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  best  iron 
makers  in  this  country.  The  present  firm  consists  of 
James  Morrison,  Thomas  Colwell  and  E.  N.  Page. 

Manufiiriiry  i>f  Wnni^ht  Iron  luui  Giih^iiihi'd 
Pipe.  —  In  January,  1872,  B.  T.  Benton  and  fames 
Morehead,    of  Brooklyn,    .\.    B.  Wood,  of  New 

i   York,  and  James  Morrison  and    Thomas  Colwell. 

I  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,tbrmed  a  copartnership,  under  the 
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name  of  the  Empire  Tube  Works,  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  \vroui,'lit  iron  pipe.  Durini?  the 
summer  and  fall  of  tiiat  year  they  built  the  mill  lo- 
cated on  the  west  side  of  North  Saratoi^a  street  at 
its  junction  with  the  Mohawk  River.  Their  plant 
consisted  of  three  butt-weld  furnaces  and  one  skelp- 
ing  furnace,  with  all  the  latest  improved  machinerv 
and  appliances  for  making  wrout^ht  iron  pipe,  and 
cost  $52,000.  They  commenced  making  pipe  in 
the  winter  of  1S73,  but  were  hardly  well  started 
when  Mr.  Benlon  died.  'I'he  com])any  tiien  rented 
the  mill  to  Albert  Smith,  of  New  York,  and  lames 
Moreliead,  of  Brooklyn,  who  formed  a  copartner- 
ship under  the  firm  name  of  Albert  Smith  Co., 
and  immediatel}-  began  manutacturing.  Owing  to 
the  de})rcsscd  condition  of  the  pijje  business  at  this 
time,  they  were  only  moderately  successful,  and 
they  dissolved  partnership  May  i,  1S74,  I\Ir. 
Morehead  retiring.  Aberdeen  G.  Curtis,  of  Tioy, 
N.  v.,  at  this  time  bought  an  interest  in  the  firm 
and  assumed  charge  of  the  manuficturing  de- 
partment. They  continued  the  business  with 
good  success  until  May  i,  1876.  At  that  time 
a  wrought  iron  pipe  combination  was  formed, 
which  succeeded  in  renting  the  mill  from  its 
owners  for  the  purpose  of  closing  it,  to  prevent 
competition. 

The  firm  of  Albert  Smith  &  Co.  immediately 
sought  a  new  location,  and  July  13,  1S76,  Mr. 
Curtis  bought  the  lease  of  the  ground  formerly  cc- 
cupied  by  the  old  Ten  Eyck  a.\  factory,  directly 
west  of  the  Cohoes  rolling  mill,  and  with  charac- 
teristic energy  commenced  building  their  new  mill. 
He  was  materially  assisted  in  its  construction  by 
E.  N.  Page, of  the  rolling  mill,  and  by  their  united 
efforts,  continuing  the  work  day  and  night,  it  was 
finished,  and  pi{)e  making  began  just  three  months 
after  the  purchase  of  the  lease.  I'he  new  plant 
embraced  two  butt-weld  furnaces  and  one  skelp- 
ing  furnace,  and  although  apparently  of  less  ca- 
pacity than  the  other,  was  really  larger,  as  the  mill 
was  arranged  much  more  conveniently,  and  a 
great  saving  of  labor  was  caused  by  this.  From 
this  time  until  January  i6,  1880,  the  business  was 
carried  on  with  only  moderate  success.  All 
branches  of  the  iron  business  were  extremely  de- 
pressed. At  this  point  lames  ^Nforrison,  of  the 
rolling  mill,  bought  out  the  interest  of  Albert 
Smith,  and  the  firm  became  known  as  A.  G.  Cur- 
tis &  Co.  By  this  change  new  life  was  infused  into 
all  departments  of  the  business,  favoreil  by  the  re- 
turning prosperity  of  iron  trade,  and  with  increased 
capital  and  experience,  the  business  began  to  grow 
with  rapid  strides.  A  third  welding  furnace  was 
built  on  a  new  and  improved  plan,  the  other  two 
were  remodeled  and  all  the  machinery  improved 
and  put  in  the  best  possible  order.  A  great  many 
new  machines  were  added.  The  pipe  made  by  the 
firm  became  noted  for  its  (juality,  and  rapidiv 
gained  a  preference  in  the  market  over  all  others. 
The  iron  used  is  made  by  the  Cohoes  Roiling  Mill 
with  special  reference  to  jiipc  making,  and  is  noted 
for  its  excellence. 

On  ihe  25th  of  January,  1883,  Mr.  Curtis  died 
at  Palatka,  Florida,  wliere  he  had  been  in  the  habit 


of  going  in  the  winter  for  his  health.  His  death  was 
a  great  loss  to  the  firm. 

This  event  made  it  necessary  to  reorganize  the 
firm,  and  it  took  the  present  name  of  Curtis  A  Co., 
and  consists  of  James  Morrison,  Henry  Aird  and 
Mary  M.  Curtis.  Mr.  Aird  became  connected 
with  the  firm,  January  i,  1878.  as  foreman.  He 
soon  mastered  the  entire  details  of  the  business, 
whether  financial  or  pertaining  to  the  process  of 
manufacturing,  and  was  better  prepared  to  take  the 
I  entire  charge  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Curtis  than  any 
other  man.  The  annual  product  of  the  mill  is 
now  in  excess  of  $500,000.  using  about  9,000  tons 
of  skelp  iron.  5,000  tons  of  Lehigh  coal,  and  large 
quantities  of  other  raw  material  annually.  In  ad- 
clition  to  their  manufacturing  department,  they  are 
large  jobbers  of  wrought  iron  pipe  of  sizes  larger 
than  they  manufacture:  also  a  full  line  of  mallea- 
ble and  cast  iron  fittings,  globe  valves,  etc.,  etc. 
T  hey  also  manufacture  large  quantities  of  nipples. 
emplo}ing  nine  Sander's  ]iipe-cutting  and  thread- 
ing machines  in  this  department  alone.  Any  thing 
needed  by  gas-fitters  or  steam-heating  companies 
can  be  found  in  this  department.  The  aim  of  this 
firm  is  to  make  the  very  best  grade  in  the  market, 
and  they  have  thus  far  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
their  purpose.     Prepared  by  Mr.  Henry  Aird. 

Machine  Shop  of  Camp/"'//  <5-'  C/'iU-. — The  firm  of 
Campbell  &  Clute  was  formetl  January  i,  1863,  bv 
]Mr.  George  Campbell  anil  Mr.  John  Clute,  both 
practical  and  enterprising  mechanics.  They  com- 
menced business  opposite  the  Harmony  Hotel, 
where  they  still  lemain.  They  now  occupy  a  very 
commodious  building,  four  stories  high,  erected 
by  themselves  in  1873. 

Their  specialt}-  is  knitting  machinery.  They 
emplo^  fifty-five  men,  and  their  monthly  pay-roll 
is  $2,500.  Their  annual  production  is  valued  at 
$  I  CO.  000. 

IMr.  Clute  has  lately  perfected  a  machine  for 
knitting  silk,  making  a  beautiful  and  durable 
i  fabric  ;  also  a  machine  for  knitting  worsted,  pro- 
i  ducing  a  grade  of  cloth  which  may  properl}'  be 
used  for  oiU-side  garments,  and  both  partners  of 
this  firm  are  having  handsome  overcoats  made, 
which  were  knit  by  their  own  hands  and  with 
their  own  machinery. 

Cohoes  I  on  Foundry  and  Afarhi'ne  Conipanv. — 
These  woiks  were  commenced  in  i868  by  William 
T.  Horrobin,  in  a  building  erected  for  the  purpose 
S  east  of  the  Saratoga  Railroad,  where  the}'  are  still 
located.  In  1877  the  business  came  under  the 
conirrjl  of  Mr.  Robert  Johnston,  who  is  the  present 
[)ropriet<^r. 

Mr.  Warren  J.  Kellogg  is  the  general  manager. 
This  establishment  makes  cotton  machinery,  and 
specially,  machinery  for  dressing  cotton  warps,  ele- 
vators, water-wheel  governors  (Snow  patent),  port- 
I  able  forges  (Kellogg  patent),  shafting,  pulleys,  etc. 

At  these  works  150  liamls  are  employed.  The 
monlhlv  pay-roll  is  S5,ooo. 

The  annual  ])roduction  is  $150,000. 

Tnhhs  C'f  Hiimphrevs  Afiichine  Shop  and  Fonndrv. 
—  -This  business;  was  established  in  1873  by  Tubbs 
&  Severson.     Mr.  Severson  retired  in  1878.    J.  W. 
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Tubbs  then  carried  on  the  business  alone  two 
years.  The  firm  then  became  Tubbs  iS:  Hum- 
phreys. Tliey  occupy  a  lar^^e  buildin^r  on  Cort- 
land street,  east  of  the  Miller  House.  This  build- 
ing was  erected  by  Harris  Brotlicrs  in  iS6S,  and 
was  used  by  them  for  the  manufacture  of  pins 
Mr.  Tubbs  bought  the  building  in  1877.  Tubbs 
&  Humphreys  manufacture  knitting  machinery 
and  burrs,  shafting,  hangers,  pulleys,  patent  eleva- 
tors, brick  sanding  machmes  and  brushing  ma- 
chines, and  do  general  machine  work;  they  cm- 
ploy  40  hands,  with  a  monthly  pay-roll  of  $i,6co. 
In  the  same  building  there  is  also  a  needle  shop, 
Dawson  &  Lennox,  proprietors,  employing  10 
hands.  There  is  also  in  this  buiUling  a  reed  anil 
harness  shop,  Friel  &  Cosgro,  proprietors,  empl(\v- 
ing  6  hands.  Luke  Cavanaugh  has  a  burr  shop 
in  the  same  building.  Thompson  A:  LclTerts'  knit- 
ting mill  is  also  in  this  building. 

Jolin  illcCrcarys  Alachiiie  Shop,  established  in 
1874,  is  located  in  Campbell  &  Clute's  building, 
Mohawk  street.  He  makes  pin  machinery,  brush- 
ing and  napping  machines,  lubricators,  sewing- 
machine  attachments,  and  does  general  machine 
work;  he  employs  S  men,  and  has  a  monthly  pay- 
roll of  $450. 

Paper  Box  Factorks.  —  i.  Cuhoes  Paper  Box 
Factory,  established  August  i.  1864,  Isaac  Clute, 
agent,  empkns  60  hands;  monthly  pav-roll, 
$1,500;  annual  product,  950,000  boxes:  in  Camp- 
bell &  Clute's  building,  Mohawk  street. 

2.  Paper  Box  Factory  of  C.  F.  North,  formerly- 
conducted  by  D.  M.  ^lorris,  employs  35  hands; 
in  North's  building,  Mohawk  street,  opposite  Har- 
mony Hotel.  This  factory  was  established  in 
1865. 

3.  Paper  Box  Factory  of  M.  A.  Pennock,  estab- 
lished 1 868,  employs  17  hands;  on  Factory  street, 
near  Post-office;  makes  all  kinds  of  paper  boxes; 
also  carries  on  large  business  at  Piitsfield,  Mass. 

4.  John  Leggett,  Paper  Box  Factory,  Ontario 
street,  Van  Schaick's  Island;  does  a  large  business, 
both  in  Cohoes  and  Troy. 

Sash  a7id  Blind. — Abner  J.  Griffin  commenced 
business  in  Cohoes  in  1858;  he  occupies  the  build- 
ing, erected  by  himself,  at  the  junction  of  Mohawk 
and  Remsen  streets;  he  makes  sash,  blinds,  doors, 
moldings,  etc.,  and  employs  12  hands;  B.  R. 
Peck  is  the  foreman;  the  annual  product  is 
$30,000. 

Fiirtiiture  Factory. — In  Mr.  Griffin's  building,  J. 
&  G.  Fisher  carry  on  a  furniture  factory,  and  em- 
ploy I  2  hands. 

Bobbin  Shop. — Also  in  the  same  building,  D.  ^^^ 
Dodge  has  a  bobbin  shop,  and  employs  5  hands. 

Knitting  Needle  Factory.  —  In  the  same  building 
as  above,Jones  Goynes  manufacture  spring  knit- 
ting needles  and  points,  and  also  temper  burr 
wings. 

The  American  Soap  Company. — This  business 
was  established  in  Cohoes,  in  1861,  by  M.  E. 
Wilson  iS:  Co.,  of  Troy.  The  building  is  east  of 
the  Saratoga  Railroad,  on  Oneiila  street. 

Cotton  Batt  Factories. — Walker  it  Williams  man- 
ufacture cotton  batls  on  the  Mohawk,  east  of  the 


Strong  The  business  was  commenced  in 

1S74;  they  have  2  cards,  7  pickers  and  2  Garnctt 
machines,  and  employ  25  hands;  monthly  i)ay- 
roll,  S'^co;  thcv  make  15,000  pounds  of  batls  per 
week  and  12, coo  pounds  of  Garnetted  stock,  wool, 
for  knitting  mills. 

D.  Lowenthal  also  has  a  Cotton  Batt  factory, 
same  location  as  al)Ove.  He  runs  3  cards  and  3 
pickers,  employs  6  men,  and  makes  15,000  pounds 
a  week. 

r.  Carroll,  in  the  same  vicinity,  also  makes 
cotton  batts,  with  four  cards.  He  commenced 
business  in  18S0.  He  em})loys  tive  men  and  turns 
out  about  3,500  pounds  a  week. 

La?i!p  Black  Factory. — This  is  a  branch  of  the 
Glenwood  Chemical  Works,  Troy  ;  established  in 
Cohoe>,  1883  ;  James  A.  F.dily,  proprietor.  ]\Ir. 
luidy  erected  the  building,  40  x  50  feet,  three  stories 
high,  north  of  the  Strong  'SWW,  and  gives  the 
wliole  business  his  personal  supervision. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

CHURCHES. 

St.  Jolws  Episcopal  Church. — On  Montlaw  ?*Iay 
2,  A.  1).  1 83  I,  a  meeting  of  churchmen  was  held 
in  the  school-house  of  District  No.  5,  at  which  the 
parish  of  St.  John's  was  organized.  David  Wilkin- 
son and  Hugh  White  were  elected  Church  Wardens, 
and  Hezakiah  Howe,  Otis  Sprague,  Albert  S.  Wilk- 
inson, James  Faulkner,  John  \'anderwerken, 
[Matthias  Williams,  Samuel  H.  Baldwin  and  Luther 
rvl.  Tracy  were  chosen  Vestrymen.  On  the  12th 
of  I\Iay,  tihh  Sunday  after  Easier,  the  new  church 
building,  the  first  of  any  name  in  Cohoes,  was 
consecrated  by  the  Right  Rev.  B.  F.  Onderdonk, 
Bislioj)  of  New  Vork.  The  building  stcK)d  on  the 
south  side  of  Oneida  street,  between  Mohawk  and 
Remsen  streets.  The  ground  was  100  feet  sciuare 
and  was  given  by  the  Cohoes  Company.  For  the 
hrst  ten  years,  the  services  were  supplied  by  the 
rectors  of  Walerford,  Mr.  Clark  and  the  Rev.  Cyrus 
Slebbins.  The  first  rector  of  St.  John's  was  the 
Rev.  David  I.  Burger.  He  was  succeeded  the 
same  year  (-1841)  by  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Edwards,  who 
was  succeeded,  in  1844,  by  the  Rev.  John  Brccken- 
ridge  Gibsc>n.  Mr.  Gibson's  rectorship  is  made 
especially  noteworthy,  by  the  building,  at  his  own 
expense,  of  a  school-house  and  the  establishment  of 
a  parish  school  in  1846.  Mr.  Gibson  was  succeed- 
ed by  the  Rev.  John  Shackeford  in  1S4S,  and  he 
by  the  Rev.  James  Adams  in  1850,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  Theodore  Babcock,  in  1S53. 
Mr.  Babcock  resigned  in  No\ember,  1857,  and  the 
rectorship  was  vacant  until  February,  1859,  when  the 
Rev.  Alj^heus  Spor  entered  upon  the  duties.  The 
church  was  enlarged  the  same  year.  In  January, 
1863,  the  Rev.  |.  H.  II.  Brown  was  called  to  the  rec- 
torship, and  in  .\pril  of  this  year,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  take  into  cc)nsideralion  the  erection 
cjf  a  new  church.  The  corner  slone  of  the  new 
church  was  laid  by  the  Right  Rev.  Wm.  Crosswell 
Doane,  Bishop  of  Albany,  on  the  9th  day  of  June, 
1870,   and  the  building  was  opened  for  divine 
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service,  June  i8,  1871,  all  seats  therein  being  free. 
Tlic  church  is  situated  at  tlic  intersection  ofCanvass 
and  Muhawk  streets,  and  is  built  of  gray  stone. 
Its  interior  dimensions  arc  :  Length  from  east  to 
west,  96  feet;  breadth,  62.1  feet  ;  of  this,  the  nave 
occujiics  75  X  62,^  feet,  and  the  chancel  21  feet 
deep  by  29.^  wide.  The  organ  chamber,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  chancel,  is  16  x  21  feet,  and  pos- 
sesses a  fme  three  manual  organ,  by  Hook,  of 
Boston.  Tlie  south  side  of  the  chancel  opens  into 
a  chapel  31-^  x  18  feet,  and  this  connects  witli  the 
rectory  on  tlie  south.  All  the  buildings  are  of 
stone,  untlcr  a  continuous  roof  and  form  a  very 
handsome  pile  of  an  early  English  style  of  architec- 
ture. There  are  many  beautiful  stained  windows 
in  church  and  chapel.  One  thousand  worshipers 
can  be  comfortably  seated.  A  school-house  extends 
half  way  under  the  church  on  the  east  end.  The 
architect  was  Richard  Upjohn,  Jr.,  of  New  York. 
The  entire  cost  was  about  S6o,ooo.  In  December, 
1875,  the  ^^cv-  J- f^-  H.  Brown  resigned  the  rector- 
ship, having  been  elected  Bishop  of  Fond-du-Lac, 
Wisconsin.  He  was  consecrated,  December  15, 
in  St.  John's,  Bishop  Potter  being  the  con^ecrator, 
assisted  by  Bishops  Doane,  Paddock,  \\'ells,  Bis- 
sell,  Niles,  and  Scarho-ough.  March  2,  1876,  the 
Rev.  Walker  Gwynne  cnterctl  upon  the  rectorship 
of  the  parish.  The  statistics  of  the  parish  in  iS.Sz 
showed  370  families  and  500  communicants.  The 
present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  F.  S.  Sill. 

Reformed  Church  — The  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
of  Cohoes  was  organized  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Classis  of  Washington  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
November,  1S37,  with  twelve  members,  viz.: 
Nicholas  Liglithall,  Rosetta  Lighthall,  James 
Safely,  Janet  Safely,  John  Schoonmaker,  Gittv 
Schoonmaker,  Abram  Weidman,  Elizabeth  Weid- 
man,  John  Van  der  Werken,  Daniel  Simmons, 
William  Renwick  and  Isabella  Renwick. 

On  the  19th  of  November  the  consistory  was 
constituted  by  the  ordination  (by  Rev.  Elbert 
Slingerland)  of  John  Van  der  \Verken,  .Vbram 
Weidman  and  Daniel  Simmons  as  Elders,  and 
Wm.  Renwick  and  James  Safely,  Deacons.  In 
May,  1S38,  this  church,  in  connection  with  the 
church  of  Waterford,  united  in  a  call  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Lockheacl,  who  continued 
as  pastor  until  December  24,  1S37,  when  the  re- 
lation was  di'^solved.  The  corner  stone  of  the 
first  house  of  worship  was  laid  September  4,  183S, 
by  Hon.  Tcunis  Van  ^'echten,  Mayor  of  .\lbany, 
and  prayers  were  offered  by  Rev.  Drs.  Vatei,  of 
Schenectady,  and  Vermilyea,  of  Albany.  The 
building  was  completed  in  1839.  In  Januarv, 
1840,  the  church  made  a  call  to  Rev.  John  Van 
Buren  for  his  undivided  services.  He  remained  as 
pastor  until  June  25.  1S41.  The  Rev.  Gilbert  M. 
P.  Myer  was  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor  on 
November  i,  1S41,  and  continued  to  fill  that  re- 
lation until  his  death,  July  26,  1S46.  Decem- 
ber I,  1846,  the  Rev.  John  Gray  entered  upon 
the  pastoral  office  of  the  church,  and  continued  to 
fill  it  until  Sei)tember  22,  1848.  October  3, 
1849,  the  Rev.  Charles  N.  Waldron  was  ordained 
and  installed  pastor  of  the  churcii. 


In  April,  1 859,  the  edifice  used  for  worship  wa.-^ 
taken  down,  prejiaratory  to  erecting  on  the  same 
site  a  larger  house  of  worship.  The  corner  st<.>ne 
of  the  new  edifice  was.  laid  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Greg- 
firy,  of  West  Troy,  with  appropriate  services, 
yune  22,  1S59,  and  the  house  was  completed  and 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God  on  Wetlnesday, 
April  II,  i860.  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Rogers,  of  Albany,  and  the  prayer  of 
dedication  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wyckoff,  of 
Albany.  The  building,  which  is  98  by  74  feet, 
and  capable  of  seating  900  persons,  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  The  architect  was  L.  A. 
Gooch,  of  Yonkcrs.  The  building  committee 
were  Egbert  Egberts,  S.  A.  Becker  antl  Jacob  I. 
Lansing.  A  fine  organ,  costing  $6,000,  was  placed 
in  the  church  in  1866,  a  gift  from  three  members, 
I'lgbert  Egberts,  John  V.  S.  Lansing  and  D.  J. 
Johnston. 

The  Rev.  Charles  N.  Waldron,  D.  D. ,  after  a  pas- 
torate of  thirty  }"ears.  resigned  in  1S79.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1879,  the  Rev.  J.  Paschal  Strong  was  called  to 
the  pastorate  cf  the  church,  and  is  still  the  pastor  o{ 
the  congregation.  The  church  has  a  parsonage 
next  to  the  church  building,  and  a  sexton's  resi- 
dence in  the  rear  of  the  church  edifice.  The  pres- 
ent membership  is  397,  and  there  are  270  families 
in  the  congregation.  A  large  ,*^abbath  School, 
Young  People's  Association  and  Ladies'  Missionary 
Society  are  connected  with  the  church.  The  Re- 
formed Church  of  Cohoes  is  indebted  in  a  grcit 
measure  to  the  taste  and  liberality  of  Mr.  Egbert 
Egberts  for  their  beautiful  house  of  worship. 

First  M.  E.  Church.— The  First  M.  E.  Church 
Society  was  organized  in  the  month  of  May.  1839. 
Rev.  Elias  Crawford  was  the  pastor,  and  Rev. 
Charles  Sherman,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  district. 
The  boundaries  of  the  circuit  are  not  wholly  de- 
fined, but  as  accurate,  perhaps,  as  most  circuits 
were  wiicn  Methodism  was  in  its  infancy.  There 
are  twenty  names  upon  the  oldest  list  of  members 
now  to  be  found,  and  among  them  the  following  : 
James  Hem[istreet  and  wife.  Joseph  Mudge  and 
wife,  Mrs.  Timothy  Bailey,  james  Shannon,  [onas 
Simmons,  Sr.,  and  wife,  Silas  Owens,  Sr.,  Baitheus 
Simmons,  Mrs.  Catharine  Fuller,  Joseph  Gould, 
Sr.,  and  wife,  Gideon  Longley  and  Wheeler 
Rhodes, 

Having  no  church  edifice,  the  society  held  meet- 
ings in  private  dwellings  and  in  a  school-house 
located  on  Oneida  street,  near  where  the  old  depot 
is  now  situated.  The  pastor.  Rev.  Y..  Crawford, 
was  a  man  of  great  fortitude,  good  preaching  abil- 
ity, and  devoted  to  his  work. 

In  the  year  1S40  the  Methodist  people  com- 
menced the  work  of  building  their  first  house  of 
worship,  locating  it  on  the  west  side  of  Remsen 
street,  where  the  Clifton  .Mill  now  stands.  It  was 
built  of  wood,  at  a  cost  of  $550,  and  had  a 
seating  capacity  of  about  two  hundred.  The 
church  was  completed  in  184 1.  the  dedication  ser- 
mon being  preached  by  Rev.  fesse  T.  Peck,  D.  D. 

At  the  session  of  the  Troy  Conference,  held  in 
184 1  ,  Rev.  Oliver  Emcson  was  appointed  to  the 
charge.    He  was  eminently  successful  as  a  preacher, 
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and  of  good  executive  ability.  Tlie  preachers  who 
succeedeii  him  on  the  circuit  while  Cohoes  contin- 
ued within  its  bounds  were:  In  1842-3,  Benjamin 
Pomeroy;  in  1S44, 'I  honuis  Armiuige,  with  Gardi- 
ner S.  Tubbs  as  his  colleague;  in  1S45,  George 
C.  Wells.  In  1S45  the  circuit  was  divided  and  Co- 
hoes was  made  a  station  by  itself,  with  149  names 
upon  its  roll  of  membership,  and  one  local  preacher. 

7'he  following  is  a  complete  li^t  of  the  preachers 
who  have  been  identified  with  the  cluirch  as  pas- 
tors since  its  independent  existence,  and  their  term 
of  oflice  :  In  1S46-7,  Cicero  Barber;  in  1848-9, 
Jacob  Leonard;  in  1850-51,  Lewis  Potter;  in 
1852-3.  Timothy  Benedict;  in  1S54-5,  Myron 
White;  in  1856-7,  Robert  Fox;  in  1858-9,  Wm. 
R.  Brown;  in  1860-1,  Ensign  Stover;  in  1862-3, 
Henry  L.  Starks  ;  in  1864,  John  W.  Carhart ;  in 
1865-6,  R.  R.  Meredith;  in"  1867-8,  H.  C.  .^ex- 
ton;  in  1869-70,  L.  ^Marshall;  in  1S71-2-3,  Hor- 
ace L.  Grant;  in  1S74,  C.  R.  Hawlev;  in  1S75- 
6-7,  Wm.  H.  Meeker;  in  1S78-9,  S.  M'.  Williams; 
in  1 880-1-2,  Wm.  J.  Heath;  in  1883,  D.  W. 
Dayton  was  appointed,  and  is  the  present  pastor. 

In  1850  it  numbered  175  members;  in  i860  it 
had  250  members  and  107  probationers;  in  1870, 
300  members,  and  in  1880,  the  pastor  reported  to 
the  Annual  Conference  520  members  and  25  pro- 
bationers. 

The  statistics  of  the  Sunday  schools  recorded  in 
the  Conference  minutes  are:  In  1S41,  Sabbath 
schools,  2;  superintendents,  2;  officers  and  teach- 
ers, 24;  scholars,  120;  volumes  in  library,  300. 
In  1845,  when  Cohoes  was  made  a  station,  we  find 
the  following  report  :  Sunday  schools,  i ;  officers 
and  teachers,  21;  scholars,  80;  volumes  in  library, 
240;  amount  raised  for  Sunday  school.  S24.36. 
In  1850:  Sunday  schools,  i;  officers  and  teachers, 
34;  scholars,  207;  volumes  in  library,  450.  In 
i860:  schools,  i;  officers  and  teachers,  43;  scholars, 
350;  volumes  in  library,  650.  In  1870:  schools, 
I,  officers  and  teachers,  35;  scholars,  400;  volumes 
in  Ubrary,  750;  S.  S.  Advocates  taken,  40;  conver- 
sions, 15.  In  1880:  schools,  i;  officers  and 
teachers,  43;  scholars,  375. 

The  Conference  reports  show  that  the  following 
amounts  have  been  contributed  for  benevolent  pur- 
poses :  In  1845,  $27.  24;  in  i  S50,  $5  1.  33;  in  1 860, 
$205.35;  in  1870,  $466.55;  in  1S80,  $233  ;  and 
in  1881,  $161.35. 

In  the  year  1848  a  new  house  of  worship,  built  of 
brick,  was  completed  and  dedicated,  on  the  east  side 
of  Remsen  street,  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  The  deed  of 
the  land  was  given  by  the  Cohoes  Company  (to 
quote  its  language)  "to  the  trustees  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  for  the  consideration  of  one 
dollar,  November  20,  1847  ;  '•^'^^  's  known  and 
distinguished  on  the  map  of  the  village  of  Cohoes 
by  numbers  20,  22  and  24." 

The  gift  was  a  very  generous  one.  the  lot  being 
located  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city. 

During  the  }  ears  that  followed,  there  was  a 
steady  growth  in  the  membership  of  the  church, 
with  occasional  revivals  of  religion,  and  in  time  the 
congregation  demanded  a  more  commodious  house 
of  worship. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  said  society,  lield 
May  28,  1859,  it  was  voted  lo  take  down  die  old 
church,  preparatory  to  the  erection  of  the  building 
of  a  new  one  on  the  s.ime  lot,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  prcceed  and  execute  the  worfi. 
The  building  enterpri.se  assumed  a  definite  form 
under  the  jiasioial  care  of  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Brown. 
He  labored  untiringly  ;  he  threw  his  whole  soul 
into  the  work,  and  eventually  the  present  edifice 
was  completed  ;  and,  on  February  22,  i860,  the 
church  was  dedicated.  Rev.  Gilbert  Haven.  D.  D. , 
editor  of  Zioiis  Herald,  preached  die  opening  ser- 
mon in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening  a  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  P.  CorbitI,  of  New 
York  City.  The  sub.scriptions  taken  during  the 
day  amounted  to  $2,500.  Like  other  church  en- 
terprises of  like  character,  it  has  involved  }ears  of 
toil  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  people.  The 
church  is  a  substantial  biick  slructuie,  of  plain 
exterior,  ami  yet  quite  imposing  in  its  appearance. 
Its  extreme  length  upon  its  outside  is  80  feet,  with 
a  corresponding  widih  of  60  feet,  and  will  accom- 
modate about  800  i)eople. 

The  annual  statistics  of  the  society,  as  reported 
to  the  Conference  by  the  pastor,  April  18,  1883, 
are  as  follows:  Members,  360;  probationers,  4; 
local  preachers,  2;  number  of  scholars  in  Sunday 
school,  300;  officers  and  teachers,  36;  jirobable 
value  of  church  edifice,  $17,000;  probable  value  of 
parsonage  property,  $3,500:  paid  for  church  im- 
provements, $2,000;  pastor's  support,  $1,550; 
presiding  elder,  598;  conference  claimants,  $68; 
bishops,  $10;  incidental  expenses,  $700;  for  va- 
rious benevolent  contributions,  $145.60;  total 
financial  disbursements,  $4,561.60. 

The  following  constitute  the  present  Board  of 
Officers  of  the  church:  Trustees.  W.  T.  Dodge, 
L.  Vandenbergh,  R.  Wilcox,  A.  M.  Harmon,  W. 
Miller,  N.  Shaver,  J.  Orelup,  J.  W.  Ableti  and 
John  Dunlap.  Stewards,  N.  Frost,  H.  G.  Steen- 
bergh,  G.  A.  Austin,  C.  Spanwick,  G.  F^  Brock- 
way,  W.  Carroll,  S.  Owen,  J.  Kline  and  A.  Mur- 
ray. Leaders,  A.  Van  Arnam,  J.  Mincher,  W. 
Miller  and  the  pastor.  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent, Jos.ph  Wood.  Local  Preachers,  Jacob 
Travis  and  Robert  Watt.  Pastor.  D.  W.  Da)  ton. 
Presiding  I-".lder,  Thomas  A.  Griffin. 

Ftrsl  Paplist  Church. — As  early,  certainly,  as  the 
year  1 83^1, Baptist  meetings  were  held  in  this  place, 
with  occasional  preaching  by  Rev.  F.  S.  Parks, 
then  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Troy.  Regu- 
lar prayer  meetings  were  begun  in  the  summer  of 
that  year.  January  20,  1839,  John  Duncan,  a  licen- 
titate  of  the  Stillwater  church,  was  secured  as  a 
regular  preacher,  and  his  etiorts  were  so  successful 
that  a  call  for  organization  as  a  church  was  issued 
for  April  29.  At  this  meeting  officers  were  chosen, 
and  a  council  of  churches  in  the  .Saratoga  Associa- 
tion was  invited  to  consider  the  propriety  of  recog- 
nizing the  newly  constituted  body  as  a  regular 
Baptist  Church,  and  also  of  ordaining  John  Dun- 
can, their  pastor-elect,  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 
'I'he  council  met  ]\Iay  25,  1S39,  Rev.  I.saac  West- 
cott.  Moderator,  and  approved  the  action  of  the 
church.    The  recognition  services  were  held  the 
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next  morning,'  in  what  is  riDw  a  part  of  Harmony 
Mill  No.  1,  Rev.  W.  J.  Fletcher,  of  Saratoi^'i 
Springs,  preaching  the  sermon.  The  ordination 
services  followed  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  sermon 
by  Rev.  Isaac  Wcstcott.  At  this  time  the  church 
had  twenty-four  members.  Ebenezer  Bartlett  and 
Alanson  Cook  were  its  first  deacons. 
.  During  most  of  this  \ear  public  worship  was 
held  in  the  dining-room  of  the  Harmony  b<>arding- 
house;  then  a  new  place  of  worship  was  >ecured  in 
a  building  on  Mohawk  street,  bel<jw  Oneida.  By 
January,  1840,  it  was  settled  that  the  church  must 
have  a  meeting-house  of  its  own.  The  use  of  land 
belonging  to  the  Cohoes  Company  was  obtained, 
and  a  wooden  structure  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $521. 
Here  the  church  worshiped  for  ten  years,  until 
the  land  was  required  for  the  erection  of  a  knitting 
mill,  what  is  now  the  southern  portion  of  Parson's 
Mill,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Factory  and  Kem- 
sen  streets.  Compielled  thus  to  seek  new  quarters, 
the  erection  of  a  second  meeting-house  was  begun 
in  1850.  This  was  of  brick,  and  situated  on  land 
belonging  to  the  Cohoes  Company,  on  .Mohawk 
street,  facing  White  street.  The  lease  this  time 
was  made  perpetual,  so  long  as  used  for  a  Baptist 
church.  Until  the  basement  of  the  new  house  was 
ready  the  church  worshiped  first  in  the  old  Pres- 
byterian meeting-house,  then  in  the  old  Methodist 
Episcopal  house.  Rev.  D.  Round  was  especially 
active  and  energetic  in  helping  forward  the  new 
building.  Rev.  Ira  E.  Kenny  succeeded,  to  find 
the  church  staggering  under  a  debt  of  $1,200,  al- 
ready incurred.  How  could  this  be  paid,  and  the 
edifice  be  completeil  ?  The  whole  property  con- 
trolled by  members  of  the  church  was  estimated  at 
less  than  $10,000.  In  this  emergency  one  of  the 
women  of  the  church  was  invited  to  undertake  the 
work  of  raising  the  necessary  means.  Altogether  she 
secured  subscriptions  to  the  amount  uf  52,285.  17, 
of  which  some  failed  to  be  collected,  but  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  $2,000  were  received.  The  name 
of  this  willing  and  working  Christian  woman  de- 
serves to  be  perpetuated.  It  was  Mrs.  S.  H.  Allen, 
afterward  Mrs.  Ct  rwin.  She  is  still  (18S3)  living 
at  Clifton  Park,  ready  to  do  good  in  any  and  every 
way  possible.  With  this  aid  the  meeting-house 
was  finished,  and  it  was  dedicated  April  28,  1852, 
J.  G.  Warren,  D.  D. ,  of  Troy,  preaching  on  the 
occasion.  The  total  cost  of  this  house  was  about 
$6,000,  all  of  which  was  provided  for  e.xcept  $500. 
The  property  of  the  church  underwent  no  change 
from  this  time  until  1866,  when  the  erection  of  a 
brick  parsonage  was  begun,  and  the  present  com- 
fortable buildincr  was  finished  in  the  spring  of 
rSyo,  at  a  cost  of  toward  $5,000.  A  debt  of  some 
$800  remained  on  it.  ^Meanwhile,  beginning  with 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Maynard.  the  growth 
of  the  church  became  more  rapid,  and  e^peciallv 
so  with  the  coming  of  Rev.  L.  S.  Johnson  to  the 
oversight  of  the  church.  It  was  also  the  period  of 
most  rapid  grow  th  in  the  poi)ulation  of  the  vill  ige, 
now  become  a  city.  Hence,  in  1872,  the  meeting- 
house was  found  to  be  inatlequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  church.  It  was  thought  that,  4)y  an  expendi- 
ture of  $10,000,  it  might  virtually  Le  made  into  a 


new  house.  T  his  was  done.  An  organ  was  i)ur- 
chased  and  put  in  the  church,  in  18S4,  at  a  cost  of 

$2,  ICO. 

Seventeen  persons  have  successively  been  pastors 
of  this  churcli  up  to  December  1,  1SS3,  a  [>eriod 
of  about  forty-five  years.  Their  names  are  as  fol- 
lows :  John  Duncan,  H.  Rounce,  J.  Eastwood,  F2. 
Dwyer,  M.  Cameron,  B.  F.  Garfield,  S.  Wilder, 
I  D.  Round,  Ira  K.  Kcnney,  Robert  Thompson, 
David  Corwin,W.  H.  Maynard.  A.  J.  Bingham,  C. 
D.  (nirr,  C.  A.  Johnson,  L.  S.  Johnson,  W.  R. 
Wright.  The  following  i)ersons  have  served  as  dea- 
cons :  Elienczer  Bartlett,  Alanson  Cook,  Stephen 
Slocum,  Thomas  Lansing,  Benjamin  F.  Clarke, 
William  N'ultail,  Selba  Archibald,  J.  li.  Masten, 
Walter  Hume.  P.  S.  Holsap]ile.  In  1881  two  dea- 
conesses were  chosen,  and  smce  then  one  has  been 
elected  each  year,  but  only  two  persons  have  filled 
the  office,  Mrs.  ]\Iary  Shaw  and  !\Irs.  Susan  FIol- 
sapple.  The  church  was  incorporated,  under  the 
law  of  .May  15,  "1876,  in  the  year  1877. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are:  Pastor, 
|.  P.  :\lcCullough  ;  Deacons— B.  F.  Clarke,  Wni. 
Nuttall,   Selba  Archibald,    J.   H.   Masten,  P. 
Holsapple,  ?*Irs.  .Mary  Shaw  and  Susan  Holsapple. 

Trustees — President,  Jona.  Hiller;  .Secretary.  J. 
H.  Masten;  Treasurer,  P.  S.  Holsapple;  Win. 
Nuttall,  B.  F.  Clarke,  P.  G.  Tymerson. 

Clerk  of  the  church — John  A.  Nuttall. 

Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School — P.  S. 
Holsapple. 

A  Young  Peoples  L'nion  was  organized  in 
February,  1S83.  which  has  attained  a  membership 
of  about  120.  It  has  been  a  very  successful  organ- 
ization. Thos.  Peverly  is  its  President;  IMiss 
Hattie  Patrick,  Secretary. 

A  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  also  organized 
in  March,  1883.  with  Mrs.  P.  S.  Holsapple  as 
President  and  ]Miss  Cornelia  Tcachout  as  Secretary. 

History  0/  the  Presbyterian  Church.- — The  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Cohoes  was  organized  on 
the  loth  day  of  August,  1831;,  by  a  committee  from 
the  Presbytery  of  'I  roy  School).     Rev.  Wm. 

Snodgrass,  D.  D.,  preached,  and  fourteen  pcrs'>ns 
assented  to  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith, 
and  solemnly  covenanted  with  God  and  with  one 
another  to  sustain  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  this 
place.  Of  the  original  members,  only  one  is  now 
living  in  Cohoes,  .Mrs.  Clarissa  Silliman.  The 
other  original  members  were  Mr.  Levi  Silliman. 
Timothy  Bailey,  Joshua  Bayky.  Sr.,  |o^hua 
J^ailey,  Jr.,  .Almira  Bailey,  Asahel  GotT,  Luc\-  (ioiT. 
Augustus  J.  GolT,  Melinda*  Goodell,  Maliby 
Howell,  Mary  Howell,  Eliza  Ann  Tremain,  Fanny 
A.  Hamilton. 

At  the  organization    two  Elders  were  chosen, 
Levi  Silliman,  and  Timothy  B.uley;  and  one  deacon, 
Maltby  Howell.      The  church  was  organized  in 
the  house  of  Mr.  Silliman,  on  .Saratoga  street,  and 
I  services  were  held   there   for  some  lime.  The 
I  society  next  worshi[)ed  in  a  building  which  ."^tood 
'   where    Gregory    &    Hiller's  factory  now  stands. 
The  society   then   removed  to  their  fiist  church 
building,  n<jrtheast  corner  of  Remsen  and  F'actory 
streets.      The  building  which  the  church  now  oc- 
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ciipics  was  erected  in  1849,  ^"'^  enlarged  in  18^9. 
The  lecture  room  w.is  built  in  1865,  and  enlarged 
by  the  two-story  addition  in  front  in  1S77.  'I'liis 
addition  was  the  gift  of  H.  B.  Silliman.  The  organ 
was  built  in  1876  by  Hook  it  Hastings,  of  Boston, 
'riic  first  stated  supply  for  the  pulpit  was  Rev.  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  of  Hebron,  New  York.  At  the  end 
of  six  months  his  healtli  failed,  and  he  died  soon 
after.  The  names  of  subsequent  pastors  and  slated 
supjjlies,  also  the  names  of  eklersand  deacons,  will 
be  given  below.  The  parsonage,  adjoining  the 
church  on  INIoliawk  street,  was  purchascil  in  1S65. 
The  church  has  been  greatly  prospered  anil  blessed 
from  the  first  by  the  presence  of  (iod's  Spirit,  and 
by  the  accession  of  devoted  members.  There  ha\e 
been  many  precious  revivals  of  religion,  and  the 
membership  has  grown  from  fourteen  to  over  four 
hundred.  An  important  feature  of  this  church  has 
been,  from  the  first,  the  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society. 
This  society  was  organized  November  13,  1839, 
the  first  officers  being  as  follows: 

President,  I\Irs.  Clarissa  Silliman;  Vice-President, 
INIrs.   Eliza  Ann  Trcmain;  Secretary,  Miss  S. 
Beals. 

This  society  has  been  very  active  in  maintaining 
the  interests  of  the  church.  The  fortieth  anni- 
veisary  was  celebrated,  November,  1S79,  with  muth 
enthusiasm. 

The  Sunday  school  of  this  church  was  organized 
in  1840.  The  first  Superintendent  was  Levi  Silli- 
man. \Vm.  Burton,  Dr.  A.  Giles,  E.  D.  Gill, 
Edward  Doty,  Demas  Got!  and  Mr.  Holmes  also 
acted  as  Superintendents  in  the  order  given  above. 

H.  B.  Silliman  became  Superintendent  in  1856, 
and  still  hoUls  the  office.  The  other  officers  are: 
Mr.  H.  Babbitt,  Assistant  Superintendent;  Secretary, 
D.  M  Sutherland;  D.  C.  Hakes;  Treasurer  anil 
Libraiian;  Robert  Campbell,  Assistant  Lilirarian; 
Organist,  Henry  Aird. 

The  church  has  a  Home  and  Foreign  [Missionary 
Society  which  makes  annual  contributions  to  both 
these  causes.  The  pastors  of  this  church  who  have 
betn  installed  arc  as  follows: 

Rev.  John  Gray,  installed  October  22,  1841;  dis- 
missed July  1 9,  1 842. 

Rev.  R.  P.  Stanton,  second  pastor,  installed 
February  9,  1S48.    Served  5  years. 

Rev.  Stephen   Bush,   D.  D. ,  installed  February 

I,  1855.    Served  7  years. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Flint.  Labors  commenced  April  19, 
1864.     S'.rved^two  years. 

Rev.  \Vm.  Melancthon  Johnson.  D.  D.  Labors 
commenced  Octoi)er  i,  1867.  Installed  Septem- 
ber 22,  1S68.     Is  still  pastor,  November  25,  1S83. 

The  follow ing  clerg) men  have  also  served  the 
church  as  stated  supplies:  Rev.  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
1839;  Rev.  L.  H.  Pease,  1843-184=;;  Rev.  D. 
Frost,  1846-1847;  Rev.  V.  D.  Reed.  D.'  D.,  i86o- 
1861;  Rev.  H.  G.  Blinn,  1862-1S63;  Rev.  H. 
Pattengill,  D.  D.,  1S66. 

The  full  list  of  elders  in  this  church  from  the 
first  is:  Levi  Silliman,  Timothy  Bailey,  Albert 
Giles,  \V"m.  Burton,  Jacob  \V.  lAIiller,  Ira  Terry, 
John  R.  Bullock,  Isaac  Ouackenbush,  Thomas 
Duncan,   H.  B.  Silliman,    Francis  E.  Pennock, 


Abram  Peck,  Horace  .V.  Babbitt,  George  Dixt-n, 
John  Ha}-,  George  Bortell. 

The  full  list  of  deacons  from  the  begining  is: 
Maltby  Howell,  Reuben  While,  J'lhn  Hay,  jehiel 
W.  Himes,  Sr.,  Alcxamier  K.  Dixon. 

Uniler  the  present  pastor  596  pcrsdiis  have  been 
received  to  membership  in  this  church. 

.SV.  [anics  M.  E.  Church. — .\  church  was  organ- 
ized, at  a  point  west  of  the  old  Cohoes  Cemetery, 
in  the  year  1S76.  This  church  was  known  as  ihe 
Park  Avenue  M.  F'.  Church. 

It  had  twenty-nine  mend)ers  at  the  time  of  the 
organization.  Rev.  PL  Blanchard  and  Rev.  T. 
D.  Walker  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Rose  were  the  pastors. 

During  the  term  of  service  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Rose, 
the  church  was  disbanded,  !March  29,  18S1,  and 
a  new  church  was  organized,  April  6,  1881,  called 
St.  James  M.  E.  Church,  and  a  new  ed  fice  was 
erected,  corner  of  .Mcb'lwain  a\cnue  and  Walnut 
street,  June,  iSSi.  The  present  meiid)ership  is 
118.  Rev.  J.  K.  Wager  was  appointed  to  ihis 
charge,  April,  1S83. 

Hislory  0/  St.  Bernard's  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
— St.  Bernard's  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  its  or- 
igin among  the  very  oldest  of  the  public  institu- 
tions in  this  city. 

Its  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Bernard  Van  R(ath, 
a  native  of  Belgium,  who  came  to  Cohoes  as  early 
as  1847.  Under  his  pastorate  the  Catholics  of 
Cohoes  first  worshiped  in  a  dilapidated  house, 
subsequently  in  a  carpenter  shop,  which  still 
stands,  and  which  is  now  used  as  a  dwelling.  Fa- 
ther Van  Reath,  on  his  arrival,  commenced  the  ex- 
cavation for  the  foundation  of  the  first  Catholic 
church  ever  built  here.  The  dimensions  of  the 
lots  on  which  the  church  was  to  be  built  were  one 
hundred  by  fifty  feet.  This  ground  was  generously 
given  to  tlic  Catholics  of  Cohoes  by  the  Harmony 
Company. 

On  November  18,1847,  the  corner  stone  of  this 
edifice  was  laid,  with  solemn  ceremonies,  by  the 
Right  Rev.  John  McCloskey,  D.  D. ,  Bishop  of  the 
diocese  of  Albany,  now  the  Cardinal-Archbishop 
of  New  York.  A  year  later  the  church  was  fin- 
ished and  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God. 

Besides  erecting  the  first  Catholic  church  in  this 
city,  this  first  resident  pastor  established  Catholic 
schools  her;,  which  have  been  maintaineil  without 
interruption.  The  Rev.  Bernard  Van  Reath  re- 
mained in  Cohoes  six  years,  then  returned  to  his 
native  land,  where,  only  recently,  he  passed  to  his 
reward. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Daily,  afterward  pastor  of 
St.  John'.'i  Church,  C^tica,  N.  Y.,  succeeded  Feather 
Van  Reath,  and  remained  pastor  of  St.  Bernard's 
Church,  Cohces,  only  about  eighteen  monihs. 

Then  came  the  Rev.  Thomas  Keveny,  in  1855, 
who  continued  as  pastor  of  this  congregation  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  March 
31,  1S82.  Soon  after  his  arrival  here,  the  lots  di- 
rectly west  of  the  church  wore  purchased  for  twelve 
hundred  dollars,  and  a  pastoral  residence  built  on 
them,  which  cost  four  thousand  dollars.  This  res- 
idence was  commenced  in  1850  and  finished  in  the 
following  year. 
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The  congregalion  shortly  afterward  added  three 
adjuiiiing  lots  to  their  pruijcrt}-,  wliich  cost  them 
eight  hundred  (.lollars  a  lot. 

The  attention  tif  the  church  was  next  (Hrecled 
toward  securing  a  cemetery.  Up  to  this  time  the 
CathoHcs  of  Cohocs  were  obliged  to  go  as  far  as 
Troy  and  West  Troy  to  bury  the  dead,  there  being 
no  Catholic  cemetery  nearer.  This  jiurcliase  was 
made  in  1857,  and,  with  imjin )\'cmcnts  nn  the 
cemetery,  cost  twenty-six  hundred  dollars. 

Owing  to  the  constantly  increasing  numbers  of 
chiklren  in  the  parish  schools,  the  duties  of  the 
Rev.  pastor  toward  this  tender  portion  of  his  flock 
became  daily  more  important.  He  accordingly 
resolved  to  secure  more  Christian  instructors  for  iiis 
schools  than  those  who,  up  to  this  time,  had  been 
there.  For  this  purpose  application  was  made,  in 
1859,  to  the  Motlier  House  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Joseph,  in  Carondelet,  IMo. ,  for  members  of  that 
community  to  come  and  take  charge  of  tlie  schools. 
The  sisters  soon  came,  and  a  residence  was  pur- 
chased for  them  on  Mohawk  street. 

During  this  time  the  congregation  also  was  in- 
creasing fast,  so  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
provide  larger  and  better  church  acccmimodations. 
In  due  time  lots  were  purchased  directly  opposite 
the  old  church,  and  the  work  of  building  a  new- 
church  speedily  commenced.  The  corner  stone 
was  laid,  August  15,  1863,  by  the  same  Right  Rev. 
Prelate  who  laid  the  cornerstone  of  the  old  church. 
When  the  new  church  v,as  ready  for  divine  service, 
the  old  one  was  remodeled  into  a  commoiiious 
school  building,  with  a  large  hall  above  for  the  use 
of  the  Young  ?k[en's  Library  Association,  and  other 
societies  attached  to  the  church. 

It  was  next  thought  advi.sable  to  provide  the 
sisters  teaching  in  the  schools  with  a  more  suitable 
residence.  With  this  end  in  view%  the  house  occu- 
pied by  the  pastor  was  improved  and  the  sisters 
transferred  to  it.  Then,  to  the  rear  of  the  sisters' 
house,  an  academy  for  the  education  of  young 
ladies  of  the  congregation  was  built,  and,  at  the 
rear  of  the  new  church,  an  elegant  house  for  the 
clergy. 

When  the  foregoing  work  was  successfully  com- 
pleted, an  accident  occurred  to  St.  Bernard's 
church,  which  required  the  pastor  and  people  to 
stop,  for  a  time,  the  course  of  new  improvements. 
February  2,  1876,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by 
the  people  of  Cohoe.s,  certainly  not  by  the  members 
o*"  St.  Bernard's  congregation.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  that  day,  a  gale  which  was  felt  more  or 
less  over  the  whole  State  passed  o\er  Cohues  with 
a  terrible  force.  Besides  the  damage  done  in  other 
43arls  of  the  city,  St  Bernartl's  suffered  a  most  seri- 
ous loss.  The  wind  fell  on  this  edidce  so  violent- 
ly that,  as  quick  as  thought,  the  steeple  was  torn 
from  the  roof,  and  thrown  like  a  reed  to  the 
ground.  The  beautiful  chime  of  nine  bells,  which 
hung  in  the  tower,  fell  w  ith  the  rest,  and  only  one 
bell  escaped  ilestruction.  Throu'/h  the  energy  of 
the  pastor,  and  the  co-operation  of  his  tlock,  St. 
Bernard's  church  was  crowned,  in  the  following 
year,  with  a  tower  and  steeple  higher,  stronger, 
and  grander  than  the  t.)ld.    This  new  spire  meas- 


ured two  hundred  and  ten  feet  in  height,  and 
is  surmounteil  by  an  diuminaied  cro.ss,  which  is 
one  of  the  striking  features  of  the  city.  The  cross, 
itself  is  eight  feet  high,  made  of  cast  iron,  and  .set 
with  innumerable  glass  prisms  ;  within  the  cross 
there  is  a  number  of  gas  jets  which  may  be  lighted  at 
night  by  means  of  a  galvanic  battery  placed  in  the 
church  tower  ;  one  large  bell,  weighing  4,000  lbs., 
i  now  replaces  the  chime  which  was  destroyed. 

The  new  church  is  a  model  in  architectural 
beauty  and  design.  It  is  built  of  brick,  cruciform 
in  shape,  and  without  galleries;  it  is  cajiable  of 
seating  over  fifteen  hundred  people  ;  it  is  lighted  with 
gas  and  heated  by  steam.  The  interior  of  the  edi- 
fice is  very  imposing,  and  everything  arranged 
according  to  the  strictest  ecclesiastical  taste.  This 
church  cost  about  one  hundred  thousaml  dollars, 
and  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  by  the 
I  Right  Rev.  Bishop  of  the  diocese  on  the  first  Sun- 
day of  November,  1 866. 

There  are  four  hundred  children  attending  St. 
Bernard's  schools.  The  number  of  sisters  em- 
plc>yed  in  teaching  is  eight  ;  one  of  these  is  exclu- 
sively engaged  in  teaching  music. 

The  number  of  souls  belonging  to  this  mission 
is  about  four  thousand,  and  there  are  two  priests 
attached  to  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Keveny  was  pastor  from  1855 
to  1882  ;  with  the  exception  of  the  building  of  the 
old  church,  all  the  work  accomj)lished  in  this 
p.irish  has  been  accomplished  within  these  years. 

Father  Keven\'  was  born  in  the  county  Sligo, 
Ireland.  He  came  to  America  in  183S,  and  pur- 
sued his  studies  for  the  ministry  in  Fordham  Col- 
lege, an  institution  conducted  by  the  Jesuit  fathers. 
He  was  ordaineil  a  priest  by  the  late  Archbishop 
Hughes,  of  New  York,  and  .sent  to  take  charge  of 
the  Hogansburgh  mission,  in  the  northern  part  of 
this  State.  After  remaining  in  Hogansburgh  about 
four  years,  he  was  transferred  to  Cohoes. 

St.  Joseph's  {French)  Church. — On  the  23d  i.if 
August,  1 868,  Rev.  L.  H.  ."^angon,  a  worthy 
French  priest,  was  sent  to  Cohocs  by  Mgr.  Con- 
roy,  then  ISishop  of  Albany,  to  rally  the  Frent  h 
Canadians  together  and  build  them  a  church.  On 
the  9th  of  October  the  corner  stone  was  laid  for 
the  tirst  French  Church  of  Cohoes,  on  Congress 
street,  above  Columbia.  Bishop  Conroy  officiated. 
On  the  I  2th  of  December,  1S69,  the  building  was 
opened  for  divine  service,  under  the  name  of  "St. 
Joseph's  Church  of  Cohoes."  The  founder.  Rev. 
L.  H.  Sangon,  died  on  the  19th  of  December.  Tlie 
first  mass  in  the  new  church  wns  celebrated  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Keveny,  pastor  of  St.  Bernard's  Cluirch. 
Father  Sangon  was  succeeded  b,y  Rev.  J.  O.  La 
Salle,  formerly  ofChamplain,  X.  Y.,  Christmas  day, 
1869.    In  1 87 1  a  pastoral  residence  was  finished. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  church  edifice 
was  far  from  meeting  the  need.>  of  the  congregati' m. 
The  weakness  of  the  foundation  and  the  unsub- 
stantial conditii.m  of  the  superstructure  made  the 
{)eople  constantly  fear  a  catastrophe,  to  avert 
which  the  edilice  was  demolished,  June,  1S74. 

On  the  23d  of  August  of  the  same  year  Bishop  Mc- 
Neirney  laid  the  coiner  stone  of  the  second  French 
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Catholic  chinch  in  Cnhocs.  Tlie  sermon  on  ihis 
occasion  was  tlelivcrod  In-  R*cv.  K  P.  I'lancis  \'an 
Campehondt,  from  II  C'iiron.,  \ii,  Four \ears 

were  occujiied  in  the  conslruelion  of  this  buiUhni;. 
The  fatigue  and  anxiety  of  this  work  undermined 
the  health  of  Faiher  La  Salle,  and  in  less  than  a 
year  from  the  time  the  new  church  was  o]  ened  he 
died.  At  his  funeral  Rev.  L.  M.  Dugast  said  : 
"  His  zeal  for  the  house  of  Clod  had  consumed  his 
life. " 

'I'his  building  has  a  basement,  ten  feet  high,  of 
stone-work,  devoted  to  chapel  purposes.  The 
main  auditorium  measures  70  .\  ico  feet,  with 
na\e,  aisles,  sanctuary,  sacristies  and  adjoining 
vestibules.  'J'he  superstructure  is  of  pressed  brick, 
with  cut  stone  dressings.  'I  he  style  is  decorated 
Gothic.  The  interior  is  vcr\'  ornate,  linisb.ed  in 
plastic,  with  bold  arch  molds  and  foliated  capitals. 
The  tower  and  spire  are  placed  on  one  corner,  and 
rise  to  a  height  of  185  feet.  A  gallery  runs  across 
the  front,  extending  on  both  sides  about  three- 
quarters  the  length  of  the  aisles.  The  interior  is 
finished  in  ash,  trimmed  in  black  walnut.  The 
five  altars  are  very  beautit'ul,  being  handsomely 
decorated  in  colors.  The  architect  was  Mr.  Charles 
A.  Nichols,  of  Albany. 

I'he  Rev.  L.  M.  Dugast  assumed  the  pastorate 
of  this  church,  Alarch  19,  1879.  His  administra- 
tion has  been  very  successful.  In  less  than  five 
years  he  cleared  otV  the  entire  debt  on  the  church. 
While  paying  off  the  debt  he  had  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  finishing  the  upper  story  of  the  pastoral 
lesitlence,  putting  in  the  pews  and  doors  of  the 
church  edifice,  constructing  the  galleries  and  the 
railings  around  the  sanctuary,  purchasing  orna- 
ments, and  the  introduction  of  steam-heating  ap- 
paratus, and  numerous  other  impro\ements. 
When  Father  Dugast  arrived  in  Cohoes,  about  sixty 
children  of  the  parish  attended  a  French  school 
taught  by  a  single  lay  teacher.  At  his  request 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Ann's,  of  Lachine,  near  ]\Iontreal, 
established  themselves  in  the  parish.  On  the  4  th 
of  September  they  came,  three  in  number.  At  the 
present  writing  there  are  ten  sisters,  comfortably 
located  in  a  fine  brick  convent,  the  cost  of  which 
was  $17,000,  where  they  impart  instruction  to 
more  than  400  pupils.  This  institution  opened 
November  22,  1882,  and  was  dedicated  by  Very 
Rev.  L.  A.  Marechal,  Vicar-General  of  the  Diocese 
of  Montreal.  Canada.  At  the  prize  distribution 
the  first  Sunday  of  July,  1883,  Rev.  Father  Dugast 
decided  on  commVncing  the  building  of  a  commer- 
cial college  for  boys.  This  edifice,  now  completed, 
is  built  of  brick,  three  stories  high,  measures  48  x 
49  feet,  and  accommodates  about  200  scholars, 
under  the  care  of  five  ecclesiastical  and  lay  teachers. 
The  benediction  of  this  institution  took  place,  No- 
vember ir,  1 883,  with  imposing  ceremonies.  It  is 
called  the  "Commercial  College  of  the  Sacred 
Heart,  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y. "  It  is  managed  bv  the 
Rev.  A.  Velleneuve,  formerly  i.if  Montreal.  The 
present  pastor  has  founded  many  societies  in  the 
church,  such  as  the  "Sodality  of  the  Children  of 
Mar\', "  for  )oung  ladies;  "  The  Congregation  of 
the  Sacred  Heart,"  fur  young  men  ;  "  The  Con- 


I  grcgation  of  the  Dames  of  Charity  and  St.  Ann," 
I  for  married  woiuen. 

The  object  of  these  societies  is  to  aid  in  the  prac- 
j  tice  of  Ciiri.-tian  virtues  and  give  relief  to  the  sick 
and  poor. 

Father  Dugast  al.so  devoted  much  care  to  the 
two  conferences  of  the  Society  of  St.  X'incent  de 
Paul,  for  men 

Quite  recently  beautiful  stained  glass  windows 
were  put  into  this  church. 

The  F'rench  jiopulation  of  Cohoes,  instructed  l)y 
priests  of  their  own  nationalil\-,  numbered  at  the 
last  census,  1SS2,  5,635  souls. 

Church  of  St.  Ag7ies  [R(j»iaii  Qi/holic). — First 
pastor  of  this  church  was  the  Rev.  John  F.  Low- 
rey.   who   still    remains  in    full   charge  of  the 
church.     Fie  was  apjiointed  to  his  position  by  the 
Right   Rev.  Francis  McNeirney,    Bishop  iif  Al- 
I  bany,  by  letter  of  September    17.    1S78.  The 
first  mass  was  celebrated  in  the  engine  house  on 
Johnston  avenue,  near  the  bridge  leading  from 
Harmony  Hill  to  Fifth  Ward.    The  first  church 
building  (temporary)  was  erected,  October,  1S78, 
and  opened  for  divine  worship  on  the  3d  of  Nd- 
I  vcmber  of  the  same  year.    A  new  parochial  resi- 
I  dence,  at  a  cost  of  about  $14, coo,  was  erected 
j  soon  after,  and  the  vacant  lots  opposite  purchased 
I  for  a  site  for  the  permanent  church  edifice, 
i      Afterward,   the   Sheehan    farm  of  twenty-four 
j  acres  was  purchased  for  a  cemetery,  and  solemnly 
dedicated  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  September 
26,  1883.    There  is  no  debt  on  the  property,  and 
the  congregation  have  on  deposit  about  $10,000 
as  a  building  fund.    The  temporary  church  build- 
ing was  burned,  December  3,  and  the  society  will 
have  a  few  thousand  dollars  insurance  to  add  to  the 
above  fund.    The  parst)nage  was  saved,  though  it 
was  three  times  on  fire.  About  500  children  attend 
the  Sunday  school,  and  the  number  of  adults  be- 
longing to  the  congregation  is  about  2,  500.  Ses'eral 
large  societies  attached  to  the  church  are  in  a 
flourishing  cc>ndition,  and  a  jiarcchial  library  for 
the  use  o(  the  congregation  is  always  open  and  in 
charge  of  the  young  men's  sodality. 

XoTE. — The  compiler  is  indebted  to  the  several  pastors 
for  the  alx)ve  facts  concerning  tlic  churches. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

PUBLIC   I.VSTITLTIO.NS  OF  COHOES. 

Cohoes  Pnsf-Offire.  - — The  first  post-ofifice  was 
located  at  Mr.  Waterman's,  near  the  junction.  It 
was  moved  thence  to  a  store  on  the  canal  bank, 
near  the  bag  mill  ;  thence  to  a  building  opposite 
the  site  of  the  Flarmony  Hotel  ;  thence  to  Mohawk 
street,  between  Oneida  and  St.  John's  alley  ;  thence 
to  a  buildiirg  on  Oneida  street,  east  of  Remsen  ; 
thence  to  St.  John's  alley,  near  Mrs.  Terri  's  store  ; 
thence  to  Dr.  Cheesebro's  drug  store,  Rem«en 
street;  thence  to  a  building  on  the  site  of  Music 
Hall  block  ;  thence  to  Roger's  bluck  ;  thence  to 
Music  Hall,  northeast  corner  ;  thence  to  the 
rooms  now  occupied  in  Harmony  Hotel,  Factory 
j  street. 
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THE  CITY  OF  COIIOES. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  postmasters  up  to 
January  i,  1SS4  :  Frederick  Y.  Walennan,  ap- 
pointed 1832;  Hezekiah  Howe,  1^33;  Peter  1". 
Daw,  1854  ;  George  H.  \Vager,  1S55:  J.  \V. 
Cheesebro,  1861;  James  H.  Masten,  I^i'''5;  Sanuiel 
D.  Trull,  1866;  James  H.  Masten.  1S67. 

Cohocfi  Public  Sihools. — As  stated  elsewhere,  the 
first  school-house  in  this  region  was  located  at  the 
Boght,  about  1813.  The  next  school-house,  or 
the  first  one  within  the  present  city  limits,  was  near 
the  corner  of  Oneida  and  Mohawk  streets,  on  the 
site  of  the  residence  of  the  late  M.  S.  Vounglove. 
The  first  teacher  was  a  man  named  O'Neil.  Soon 
after  this  a  second  school-house  was  built  on  the 
site  of  what  is  known  now  as  the  slate  yard  school- 
house.  Supply  F.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  early 
teachers. 

In  1828  a  new  school-house  was  located  in  a 
building  which  had  been  used  as  a  boarding- 
house,  standing  on  Oneida  street,  near  the  old 
freight-house.  The  ne.xt  was  a  brick  school-house 
on  the  corner  of  Canvass  and  Oneida  streets, 
erected  in  1847.  According  to  the  act  of  1850, 
school  trustees  were  elected  as  follows  :  S.  H. 
Foster,  Jacob  Travis,  William  Burton,  George  W. 
Miller,  Abram  Lansing,  \\  illiam  Binns.  A  school 
was  kept  in  the  basement  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned. 
In  1855  there  was  a  school  on  the  East  Harmony, 
one  on  the  West  Harmony,  and  one  on  Columbia 
street.  There  are  now  fine  large  school  buildings 
in  each  of  these  localities.  In  1870  the  White 
Street  School-house  was  erected.  The  Pleasure 
Ground  School-house  was  erected  in  1873,  corner 
Bowery  and  Elm  streets.  The  Lincoln  Avenue 
School-house  was  built  in  1875,  and  the  school- 
house  on  Van  Schaick's  Island  in  1882. 

There  are  now  nine  school  buildings  in  Cohoes, 
nearly  all  of  them  quite  commodious. 

The  Egberts  High  Scliool  was  established  by 
the  munificence  of  Mr.  Egbert  P'.gberts.  as  a  trust 
in  the  hands  of  the  Protestant  pastors  of  the  city. 
He  gave  them  the  large  building  now  occupied  by 
the  High  School  cn  White  street,  which  had  been 
used  as  a  boarding-house.  Lie  gave  them  also  in 
trust  the  first  and  second  tenement  houses  on 
Remsen  street,  north  of  Egberts'  Hall,  the  rent  of 
which  was  to  be  used  to  help  sustain  the  high 
school,  named  in  the  trust  as  Egberts'  Institute. 
The  income  from  these  tenements  not  being  found 
sufficient\  to  maintain  the  Institute,  the  trustees 
rented  't  to  the  Board  of  f^ducation  in  August. 
1868,  the  Board  agreeing  to  keep  a  school  at  the 
same  grade  as  the  Institute,  and  in  accordance  with 
t+ie  bequest  of  Mr.  Egberts.  The  Board  also  ob- 
tained the  privilege  to  use  the  lower  stories  of  the 
Institute  building  for  younger  scholars. 

The  teachers  of  the  Institute  were  :  Rev.  Ale.x. 
B.  Bullions,  1864-5;  Chas.  P.  Evans,  1865-6; 
Rev.  A.  J.  Bingham,  1 866-8. 

The  principals  of  the  High  School  have  been; 
W.  H.  Nellis,  Robert  liardie,  E.  H.  Torrey. 
Oliver  P.  Steves,  A.  J.  Robb,  George  E.  Di.xon. 

In  1856  Truman  G.  Vounglove  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Education  ;  re-elected 


!  in  1858.  Then  followed  George  H.  Wager  in 
!  i860;  fames  H.  Masten,  1862:  Samuel  II.  P'oster, 
I  1S64.  Mr.  Foster  was  succeeded  by  Murray  Hub- 
!  bard  in  1869,  and  he  by  Isaac  Miller  in  i8bo. 

Beside  the  free  public  schools,  there  have  been  a 

number  of  select   schools   connected   with  the 

churches. 

The  Board  of  Education  established  some  years 
ago  a  system  of  free  night  schools  for  working 
children,  which  have  accomplished  much  good. 

Cohoes  Fire  Department. — The  first  fire  engine  in 
Cohoes  was  a  small  rotary  hand  engine,  called  E.x- 
celsior.  Xo.  i,  purchased  in  1835  by  subscription. 
The  next  was  a  hand  engine,  which  had  been  used 
by  the  Albany  Fire  Department,  obtained  in  1847. 
In  184S  the  village  [)urchased  an  engine,  hose  car- 
riage and  hose,  at  a  cost  of  S675. 

Parmelee  Engine  Company  was  formed,  and  the 
Cataract  Engine  Company.  Luke  Bemis  was  chief 
engineer.  The  first  engine  house  is  that  near  the 
iMethodist  church,  occupied  by  the  Campbell 
Hose,  erected  in  1848.  ^^fohawk  J'^ngine  Com- 
pany was  formed  in  1851,  and  they  had  an  engine 
house  just  south  of  the  Miller  House. 

The  Adams  Steamer  Company  was  formed  in 
1867 — president,  H.  B.  Silliman;  chief  engineer, 
S.  G.  Root.  Charles  H.  Adams  presented  the 
steamer  which  bears  his  name  as  an  expression  of 
his  personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. The  building  on  Oneida  street,  east  of 
Canvass,  was  erected  for  this  steamer.  Charles 
Cronk  is  now  engineer  and  Samuel  Ray  captain. 

The  Harmony  Company  also  purchased  a 
steamer  in  the  same  \'ear,  which  is  always  in  read- 
iness for  use  when  needed  in  any  part  of  the  city. 
I'he  first  president  of  the  Harmony  Steamer  Com- 
pany was  Robert  Johnston,  and  the  chief  engineer 
was  John  A.  Link. 

The  Alden  Plose  Company  was  formed  in  i860: 
Johnston  avenue,  corner  Garner. 

The  Geo.  H.  Wager  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany was  formed  in  1865;  Oneida  street.  \\'.  E. 
Simpson  is  now  captain. 

The  Daniel  E.  }tIcIntosh  Hose  Company  was 
formed  in  1867;  Oneida  street. 

Edwin  Hitchcock  Hose  Company,  formed  in 
1869;  ]\Iain  street,  near  Columbia. 

The  Howarth  Engine  Company  was  formed  in 
1870;  disbanded  1873. 

The  Nolan  Steamer  Company  is  now  known  as 
Eagle  Hose,  No.  3,  and  is  located  near  the  Stone 
Bridge. 

The  John  McCreary  Steamer  Company,  No.  3, 
was  the  latest  organizetl.  It  has  quarters  on  John- 
ston avenue,  near  the  bridge  over  the  railroad: 
has  25  men.     William  Williams  is  the  engineer. 

Since  1879  the  Fire  Department  has  been  man- 
aged bv  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  as  foilow>  : 
D.  J.  Johnston,  C.  R  North,  J.  Hiller,  J.  V. 
S.  Lansing  and  the  INIayor,  now  Mr.  Le  Roy.  R. 
S.  Calkins  is  chief  engineer  for  the  city,  and  the 
whole  department  is  remarkably  complete  and 
etficient. 

Cohoes  Police. — Until  1S65  Cohoes  hail  a  system 
of  village  constables  to  preserve  order. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBA  AY: 


July,  1865,  the  Capitol  Police  T,;i\v  went  into 
effect,  including  the  Albany  and  Troy  Disisions, 
Cohoes  being  in  the  latter  division,  but  being  a 
precinct  by  itself. 

The  station-house  was  in  Hayward's  Building, 
and  the  first  sergeants  were  \Vm.  Buchanan  and 
John  iMcDermott.  I\Iay  6,  1870,  a  new  bill  was 
passed,  giving  Cohoes  a  separate  police  force  and 
commissioners. 

The  captains  have  been:  M.  Redmond,  P'rancis 
S.  Staats,  Henry  Genore,  ^if.  W'eidman.  Police 
sergeants  :  F.  S.  Staats,  M.  B.  Smith,  ^Martin  De- 
laney,  Kendall  Hodgson.  The  Mayor  is  Commis- 
sioner ex  officio.  The  other  Commissioners  have 
been  Geo.  Z.  Dockstader,  \Vm.  Bamerick,  Amos 
T.  Calkins,  John  Slavin,  Edwin  Hitchcock,  G. 
Carter,  John  Simpson,  J.  Tubbs. 

Telegraph. — The  first  telegraph  business  in  Co- 
hoes was  on  an  independent  line  from  Cohoes  to 
Troy.  There  was  a  stock  company,  and  the  stock- 
holders were  ail  Cohoes  men — president,  Daniel 
E.  Simmons;  secretary  and  treasurer,  E.  \V.  Fuller; 
directors,  H.  L.  Landon,  Ira  Terry,  Joseph  Chad- 
wick. 

The  first  office  was  in  the  building  now  occupied 
by  A.  K,  Di.xon  for  a  grocery  store,  Remsen  street. 
H.  E.  Lasell  was  the  operator,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch was  sent  August  31,  1857.  The  office  was 
soon  removed  to  the  store  of  H.  R.  Grant  A  Co., 
now  occupied  by  E.  S.  Gregory,  Johnston  block, 
Remsen  street.  Mr.  Grant  acted  as  operator,  also 
Mr.  Le  Roy,  present  Mayor.  The  income  at  first 
was  about  ten  dollars  a  month.  After  about  two 
years  the  Western  Union  ran  a  line  to  Cohoes,  and 
Mr.  Le  Roy  became  manager  and  operator.  The 
old  line  was  abandoned.  The  stock  was  worth- 
less. The  Western  Union  gave  the  Cohoes  ofiice 
half  the  receipts  up  to  fifty  dollars  and  ten  per 
cent,  above  fifty  dollars.  ^Ir.  Le  Roy  was  suc- 
ceeded as  operator  by  Geo.  A.  House,  and  he  by 
Mr.  A.  F.  Hurd,  in  1883,  with  Harry  Carpenter, 
assistant. 

Cohoes  Gas  Light  Company. — This  company  was 
incorporated  in  185,1,  with  a  capital  of  550,000. 
The  first  president  was  Mr.  T.  G.  Younglove.  The 
works  were  located  on  Sargent  street,  and  the  ca- 
pacity was  equal  to  the  production  of  50,000  cubic 
feet  of  gas  daily.  The  present  works  are  located 
on  the  Champlain  Canal,  and  have  a  producing 
capacity  of  250,000  cubic  feet  daily.  The  present 
officers  are:  \D.  J.  Johnston,  President;  Wm.  E. 
Thorn,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  D.  H.  Van  Au- 
ken,  Superintendent;  Charles  H.  Van  Auken,  En- 
gineer.   The  Directors  are:  D.  J.  Johnston,  Wm. 

E.  Thorn,  D.  H.  Van  Auken,  Stephen  Bush, 
Samuel  W.  Johnston,  Harmon  Pumpelly,  David 

F.  Lamb. 

Tlie  Cohoes  Water  Works. — The  Cohoes  Water 
Works  Company  was  incorporated  in  1855.  The 
following  were  named  as  commissioners:  Charles 
M.  Jenkins,  Ifugh  While,  Alfred  Wild,  Egbert 
Egberts,  James  Brown,  Joshua  Bailey,  Wm.  N. 
Chadwick,  Wm.  Burton,  Henry  D.  Fuller,  An- 
drew D.  Lansing,  Jenks  Brown  and  Truman  G. 
Younglove.   The  capital  stock  was  $50,000,  which 


might  be  increased  to  $250,000.  This  plan  failed 
of  execution,  and  the  ne.xt  year  an  act  was  passed 
"  To  provide  for  a  supply  of  water  in  the  village  of 
Colioes. "  The  new  commissioners  were:  Alfred 
Wild,  Charles  H.  Adams,  Henry  D.  Fuller,  Wm. 
F.  Carter,  Joshua  Bailey  and  Truman  G.  Young- 
love. They  were  empowered  to  issue  the  bonds 
of  the  village  to  an  amount  not  to  exceed  560,000 
and  thus  take  steps  to  secure  an  abundant  supply 
of  water.  A  rescnoir  was  constructed  on  Pro.s- 
pect  Hill,  and  the  water  pumped  from  the  Cohoes 
Company's  canal  No.  i.  The  first  reservoir  has  a 
capacity  of  3,000,000  gallons.  It  covers  two  acres 
of  ground;  i,2co  feet  of  pipe  carried  the  water 
from  the  pump-house  to  the  reservoir,  delivering 
35,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  pump  (a  Geyelin) 
was  driven  by  water  with  a  45-horse-power  wheel. 
Five  miles  of  sheet  iron  and  cement  pipe  were  laid 
through  the  city.  In  1869  steps  were  taken  to  en- 
large these  water  works.  A  new  reservoir  was 
built  covering  three  and  one-quarter  acres  of  land, 
with  a  capacity  of  8,000,000  gallons.  This  reser- 
voir is  190  feet  above  the  central  portion  of  the 
town.  A  new  pum})  was  placed  in  the 
pump-house,  having  a  Jonval  turbine  water 
wheel  of  lOO  horse -power.  The  pipes  were 
also  extended.  In  1S83  the  waterworks  were 
still  further  enlarged,  by  laying  8,oco  feet  <if 
new  iron  pipe  in  iMohawk  and  Remsen  and  !Main 
streets;  2,500  feet  of  this  new  pipe  is  24  inches  in 
diameter,  4,000  feet  is  16  inches  in  diameter  and 
the  remainder  is  12  inches.  At  the  same  time  two 
new  Flander's  pumps,  with  capacity  to  lift  6,gco,- 
000  gallons  every  24  hours,  were  placed  in  the 
pump-house.  The  whole  expense  of  the  improve- 
ment in  1S83  was  $60,000.  The  whole  length  of 
the  city  water  pipes  is  now  about  fifteen  miles. 
About  2,000,000  gallons  are  used  daily  by  the  citi- 
zens. The  present  commissioners  are:  Wm.  F. 
Thorn,  President;  I\Iayor  Alfred  Le  Roy.  e.x  opcio; 
P.  E.  Marshall,  John  Clute,  Robert  'Weir,'john 
j  English,  W.  R.  Benedict.  The  superintendents 
I  have  been:  Fred'k  Upham,  John  Doyle,  Sheffield 
Hayward,  H.  R.  Grant,  E.  R.  Gilman,  John  Don- 
I  Ion,  Albert  Kniffin. 

I  BANKS. 

I  In  1859  nieasures  were  taken  for  the  establish- 
i  mcnt  of  a  bank,  an  institution  much  needed,  and 
one  long  talked  of.  The  stock  was  .^ico,coo, 
which  was  nearly  all  taken  by  citizens  of  Cohoes. 
The  first  officers  were:  President,  Egbert  Egberts; 
Cashier,  James  M.  Sill;  Directors,  Egbert  Egberts, 
Daniel  Simmons,  T.  (}.  Younglove,  \^'m.  Orelup, 
Jr.,  Wm.  G.  Caw,  W.  F.  Carte'r,  J.  G.  Root,  John 
Sill  and  C.  H.  Adams.  This  institution  became  a 
national  bank.  May  31,  1S65.  Its  capital  was  in- 
creased from  Sico,ooo  to  5250,000,  August,  1872. 
Murray  Hubbard  was  chosen  cashier.  March.  1862, 
in  place  of  Mr.  Sill.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Eg- 
berts Mr.  Adams  became  president,  March,  1S69. 

In  April,  1S51,  an  act  was  pa.ssed  incorporating 
the  "Cohoes  Savings  Institution."'  The  corpora- 
tors were:  Charles  A.  Olmstead,  Truman  G. 
Younglove,  Egbert  Egberts,  Hugh  White,  Daniel 
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THE  CITY  OF  CO  HOES. 


Simmons,  I.  D.  F.  Lansing,  H.  I).  Fuller,  W .  F.  I 
Carter,  Abram  Lansing,  Joshua  Bailey,  W'm.  N.  | 
Chadwick,  Teunis  Van  Vechten,  Andrew  D.  Lan-  I 
sing,  Harmon  Pumpelly,   Edward  E.   Kendrick,  ; 
Wm.  Burton,  Joshua  R.  Clark,  Jeremiah  Clute,  i 
Miles  White.    August   15,   1853,  this  institution  i 
commenced  business,  and  received  deposits  at  the  i 
office  on  Remsen  street,  in  ihe  store  now  occupied 
by  Wm.  Bell.     Egbert  Egberts  was  the  president, 
T.  G.  Younglo^e  the  treasurer,  and  I'^dward  W. 
Fuller,   assistant  treasurer.     This  institution  has 
now  on  deposit  over  sSoo,ooo.     Wm.  Burton  is 
president,  and  (j.  H.  Vermilyea  is  treasurer. 

March  21,  1S72,  the  ^L'lnufacture^s'  Bank  of 
Cohoes  was  organized,  with  a  capital  of  s  100, 000. 
President,  Wm.  E.  Thorn;  Vice-j)resident,  J.  V.  S. 
Lansing;  Cashier,  N.  W.  Frost;  Directors,  Wm. 
E.  Thorn,  J.  V.  S.  Lansing,  D.  H.  Van  Auken, 
George  Campbell,  J.  W.  Himes,  Jacob  Travis,  D. 
J.  Johnston,  N.  J.  Clute,  Wm.  Moore,  Alfred  Le 
Roy,  P.  R.  Chadwick.  This  institution  was 
opened  for  business  at  70  Oneida  street,  July  8, 
1872.  J.  V.  S.  Lansing  is  now  president;  W.  T. 
Seymour,  cashier. 

The  Mechanics'  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated 
March,  1873.  ^'^  commenced  business  in  ^L^y  of 
the  same  year,  in  die  rooms  of  the  Manutacturers' 
Bank.  The  folk)wing  were  the  first  officers: 
President,  Robert  Johnston;  First  Vice-president, 
John  Clute;  Second  Vice-president,  Wm.  Stanton; 
Secretary,  Wm.  S.  Smith;  Treasurer,  Abner  J. 
Griffin;  Assistant  Treasurer,  Leonard  J.  Groesbeck. 
This  savings  bank,  like  Cohoes  Savings  Institu- 
tion, has  enjoyed  continuous  prosperity  from  the 
first.  The  deposits  are  constantly  increasing. 
The  present  officers  are:  President,  Robert  John- 
ston; First  Vice-president,  John  Clute;  Second 
Vice-president,  Wm.  Stanton;  Treasurer,  A.  J. 
Griffin;  Secretary,  Le  Roy  Vermilyea. 

HISTORY  OF  NEWSPAPERS  TH.\T  H.WE   BEEM  PUBLISHED 
IN  COHOES. 

The  Cohoes  Advertiser  (Whig).  —  First  issued 
February  9,  1847,  by  Ale.xis  Ayres  and  William 
H.  S.  Winans  ;  A.  Ayres,  editor.  Continued  one 
year,  when  Alexis  Ayres  retired  and  Isaac  D. 
Ayres  took  his  place. 

The  Cohoes  Journal  and  Advertiser  (Whig)  suc- 
ceeded Advertiser,  P>bruary  9,  1848;  Ayres  & 
Winans,  pubnshers  ;  W.  II.  S.  Winans,  editor; 
continued  to  January  i,  1849,  when  it  was  suc- 
ceeded by 

The  Cohoes  Cateract  (Rep.),  Chauncy  Stow, 
Horace  B.  Silliman  and  Stephen  C.  ^Miller,  pub- 
lishers, under  the  firm  name  of  Stow,  Silliman  & 
Miller,  proprietors  ;  Silliman  and  Miller,  editors. 
This  firm  continued  until  March,  1849,  ^^hen  Mr. 
Stow  retired,  and  the  firm  became  Silliman  k 
Miller,  These  gentlemen  continued  the  business 
until  September,  in  1851,  when  they  disposed  of 
their  interest  to  J.  II.  Masten,  who  published  the 
G/A/n/cV  (witli  the  exception  of  an  interval  of  two  | 
years  and  five  months,  during  which  it  was  under  i 
the  control  of  A.  F.  Ondcrdonk  and  A.  S.  Baker  ' 


i.^  Co.)  to  July  15,  1S71,  when  he  sold  the  oflice 
to  William  Bean,  who,  with  A.  C.  Stone,  were  the 
projirietors  until  its  suspension,  December  31, 
1 88 1.  Its  publication  was  resumed,  October  20, 
1883,  by  William  Seaport. 

CoJiues  Weekly  Democrat  (Dem.)  commenced 
January  27,  1S66,  Michael  Monahan  editor  and 
l)roprietor.  It  was  published  four  months  and 
then  suspended. 

Cohoes  Weekly  Democrat  (Dem.) — The  second 
paper  of  the  name  was  first  issued  September  1 7, 
1870,  by  D.  Cady,  a  resident  of  Lansingburgh, 
assisted  by  John  PI.  Atkinson.  Mr.  Cady  con- 
tinued until  the  following  November,  when  his  in- 
terest was  purchased  by  James  F.  Kelly,  and  the 
copartnersiiip  of  Atkinson  &  Kelly  was  formed. 
On  the  29th  of  August,  1873,  ^''^  firm  was  dis- 
solved by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Atkinson.  !Mr. 
Kelly  continued  its  publication  until  the  destruc- 
tion of  North's  block,  where  it  was  located,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1879.     It  then  suspended. 

The  Cohoes  Independent,  a  weekly  paper  of  small 
dimensions,  was  started  July  4,  1872,  by  Robert 
Johnston  and  Charles  .'s.  Pease,  and  was  continued 
six  months. 

The  Advertiser,  semi-monthly;  Johnston  &  Pease, 
proprietors.  This  was  started  April  12,  1873,  and 
the  last  number  was  issued  April  24,  1873. 

I7ie  Cohoes  Daily  jVeivs  (Rep.) — The  first  num- 
ber of  this  paper,  the  first  daily  paper  started  in 
Cohoes,  was  issued  September  22,  1873,  by 
Edward  Monk,  from  tlie  office  of  Clark  &  Foster, 
in  Granite  Hall.  Mr.  Monk  continued  its  publi- 
cation alone  until  June  i,  1874,  when  Samuel 
Saultwas  admitted  as  partner.  The  firm  continued 
until  July  22,  1879,  ^^'heri  J.  H.  Masten  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Mr.  Sault.  Mr.  Monk  re- 
tired from  the  establishment  April  2,  1 88 1,  and  J. 
H.  Masten  has  since  been  sole  proprietor. 

The  Cohoes  Daily  Bulletin  (Dem.),  the  second 
daily  paper  in  Cohoes,  was  commenced  June  i, 
1875.  It  was  Democratic  in  politics,  and  was  con- 
ducted by  J.  H.  Atkinson,  formerly  of  the  Dem- 
ocrat, and  J  Barlow  Luddy.  This  was  continued 
until  December  13,  1S75,  when  it  suspended. 

Journal  Des  Dames  (literary),  a  weekly  paper 
published  in  the  interest  of  French  Canadian 
ladies,  and  edited  by  Mile.  Virginie  Authier.  The 
first  number  appeared  September  24,  1S75,  and  the 
last  February  16,  1S76. 

L'Avenir  Xational  (Dem.) — Another  French 
paper,  the  publication  office  of  which  had  tbr- 
merly  been  in  Troy,  New  York,  removed  to 
Cohoes,  and  the  first  number  was  issued  October 
15,  1S75,  under  the  management  of  Louis  G.  Le 
Boeuf.  The  paper  was  discontinued  August  11, 
1876. 

The  Peoples  Railu'ay  Guide. — Semi-monthly; 
Charles  S.  Pease,  proprietor.  Established  October, 
1875;  is  still  in  existence. 

The  Cohoe'S  Daily  Eagle  (Dem.)- — This  paper 
succeeded  the  Daily  Bulletin,  January  22,  1S76. 
Davitl  Williams  was  the  proprietor  and  J.  Barlow 
Luddy,  editor.  Its  publication  was  discontinucti 
May  26,  1876. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COCXTV  OF  ALBANY. 


La  Pa/rie  Noitvellc  {\\c\>.),  a  French  paper  Uial 
succeeded  ihe  Jutinial  )/i's  Diimes,  appeared 
February  i6,  1876,  under  the  editrjnal  manage- 
ment of  Authier  Brothers.  It  was  Republican  in 
politics,  and  is  still  issued. 

T/ic  Northern  Herald  (l)em. ) — A  Sunday  morn- 
ing paper  established  by  W'dliams  iS:  I'-gan,  and 
first  issued  September  3,  1S76;  suspended  publica- 
tion April  30,  1S77. 

Journal  De  Cohoes  (Dem.  ) — This  was  a  French 
paper,  started  January  3,  1877,  by  I'ierre  Lucas, 
proprietor,  and  Arthur  £.  Valois,  editor.  It  was 
continued  but  a  few  months. 

The  Cohoes  Daily  Courier  (Dem.  ) — Tiie  first 
number  of  this  paper  ap[)eared  July  10,  1877, 
under  the  management  of  \\'il!iam  Keeden,  who 
retained  possession  until  October,  1S77,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  James  F.  Kelly,  who  published 
it  in  connection  with  the  Weekly  Democrat.  On 
the  first  of  April,  1S78,  Mr.  Kelly  withdrew 
from  the  proprietorship  of  the  Courier,  having 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  William  Webb,  who 
had  been  his  foreman,  and  to  John  Spence,  who 
had  acted  as  local  editor.  They  continued  it 
until  February  15,  1879,  when  the  office  again 
passed  into  the  hands  of  ^Ir.  Kelly,  and  on  the  2  ist 
of  the  same  month  the  establishment  was  partially 
destroyed  by  the  fire  in  North's  block.  The  mate- 
rial that  was  saved  was  removed  to  what  is  now 
known  asTubbs  &  Humphrey's  machine  shop,  and 
the  publication  of  the  Courier  was  resumed  ^Iarch 
24,  but  it  finally  suspended  May  17,  1S79. 

The  Parish  Record. — Quarterly;  Rev.  Walker 
Gwynne,  editor;  devoted  to  the  interest  of  Saint 
John's  Parish,  Cohoes.  The  first  number  was 
issued  October,  1877. 

Sunday  Regulator  (Ind. ) — Established  March  2, 
1879;  Williams  cl'  Webb,  proprietors,  and  John 
Spence,  editor;  August  14,  following,  Samuel 
Sault  purchased  tlie  interest  of  Mr.  Williams,  the 
firm  became  Webb  &  Sault,  and  John  Spence 
withdrew  from  the  position  of  editor.  Samuel 
Sault  withdrew  from  the  concern  in  November, 
1880,  and  William  Webb  continued  its  publication 
until  his  death  in  the  'all  of  iS8r.  Alexis  Wager 
took  his  place  as  publisher,  and  purchased  the 
establishment  January  i,  1882. 

Cohoes  Daily  Times  (Dem.  ) — This  iournal  made 
its  appearance  from  the  olfice  of  the  former  Demo- 
crat, August  4,  1879;  James  F.  Kelly,  Dr.  O.  H. 
Clark  and  John  Scott,  proprietors  ;  Dr.  Clark  and 
Lucius  Mayna^d,  late  of  the  Oswego  Herald, 
editors.  The  latter  retired  on  the  ist  of  September 
followii.g,  and  the  paper  suspended  November  5, 
1879. 

The,  Daily  Eagle  (Intl.) — A  penny  daily — the 
second  of  that  name — started  Scfitember  12,  1879, 
by  Lucius  Maynard,  who  had  withdrawn  from  the 
Times  as  its  local  editor.  It  suspended  after  the 
issue  of  a  few  numbers. 

The  Cohoes  Leader  (Ind.) — A  Sunday  paper; 
made  its  first  appearance  September  14,  1S79: 
Spence  &  Aitkin,  proprietors  ;  John  Spence,  for- 
merly of  the  Regulator,  editor.  Its  publication 
was  suspended  the  latter  part  of  June,  1880. 


Weekly  Register  (Dem.) — The  first  issue  was 
published  November  29,  1S79.  Clark  &  McNiren, 
proprietors,  and  O.  H.  E.  Clarke,  M.  D. ,  editor. 
Suspended  March,  1S80. 

Weekly  Neivs  (Rep.) — Its  first  issue  appeared 
Ai)ril  10,  1880,  and  its  publication  continued  one 
year.     Monk     Masien,  proprietors. 

The  Daily  Regulator  (Ind.) — Started  April  1 9, 
1880,  in  connection  with  the  Sunday  Regulator,  by 
Webb  &  Sault.  Its  last  issue  was  made  November 
3, 1880. 

Cohoes  Sunday  Republican  (Kqy>.) — A.  Craig  and 
A.  K.  Miller,  proprietors:  A.  K.  Miller,  etlitor.  Its 
first  issue  appeared  June  27,  1880,  and  its  last  num- 
ber in  November  of  the  same  year. 

Cohoes  Daily  Dispatch. —  1S84  ;  W.  E.  Seaport, 
publisher  and  proprietor.  Continues  with  large 
circulation. 

Cohoes  Sunday  Globe  (Ind.) — Patrick  \\"liite, 
editor  and  publisher.  The  first  number  appeared 
August  21,  1 88 1,  and  it  suspended  six  weeks  later. 

7'he  Cohoes  Daily  Herald  |  Ind. ) — Appeared  May 
20,  18S2,  under  the  direction  of  .Alonk  l'c  Dufly,  edi- 
tors and  proprietors,  and  su.-^pended  Januarv  27, 
1883. 

NorE. — This  account  of  tlie  newspapers  of  Cohoes  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  James  H.  Masten,  postmaster  of  Cohoes, 
and  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Cohoes  Daily  Ncius. 

CHAPTER  X. 

civic  SOCIETIES  OF  COHOES. 

*Post  N.  G.  Lyon,  Grand  Amy  0/ Ihe  Republic. — 
Post  N.  G.  Lyon  was  organized  September  19, 
1867.  at  the  Cohoes  Hotel.  The  first  officers  were 
as  follows :  A.  T.  Calkins,  Commander ;  Silas 
Owen,  Senior  Vice-Commander ;  ?ilalachi  Weid- 
man.  Junior  Vice-Commander  ;  Le  Roy  Vermilvea, 
Adjutant  :  Ceorge  Van  Der  Cook,  Quartermaster  ; 
Albert  Carpenter,  Chaplain  ;  Wm.  Buchanan, 
OflTicer  of  the  Day  ;  Stevens  V.  Trull,  Officer  of  the 
Guard.  These,  with  the  following,  constitute  the 
charter  members  :  A.  S.  Baker.  Thos.  F.  Gatfney, 
Isaac  Shaw,  George  W.  Torrey.  Van  Olinda  Gor- 
don, Jacob  F.  Bradt,  John  B.  Schwartz,  George 
F.  Fonda,  James  F.  Hill,  Lyman  r^Iiller,  .\lbert 
Brown,  Rosen  J.  House.  Frank  Hanton.  Myron 
Van  Bcnlhuysen,  Win.  Watson,  Joseph  C.  Van  Der 
Werken,  Nelson  Cranse,  Daniel  M.  Adams,  Lorenzo 
Carpenter.  This  society  is  composed  of  the  survivors 
of  that  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  which  stood  for 
four  long  years,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  from  the  Poto- 
mac to  the  Rio  Grande,  a  living  wall  between  treason 
and  the  Union.  In  its  ranks  can  be  found  members 
of  some  twenty  different  regiments,  men  who  have 
been  in  all  l)ranchesof  the  service — infantry,  cavalr\', 
artillery,  sailors  and  marines.  The  post  was  named 
after  Capt.  and  Acting  Pirig. -Gen.  N.  G.  L\on. 
The  motto  of  the  organization  is  "Fraternity, 
Charity  and  Loyalty.  "  Fraternity  and  charity  to 
maimed  and  crippled  soldiers,  and  charity  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  in  the  war. 
Loyalty  to  our  country  and  flag.    The  members  of 

*This  account  of  Post  I.yon  was  fumlstied  by  Mr.  Van  Olinda 
Gordon. 
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the  post  are  now  cnf^a.2;ed  in  an  ctTort  to  arouse 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  a  soldiers'  monument 
in  this  city.  The  present  officers  are  :  Cummand- 
er,  Lucius  K.  Smallin.i,' ;  Senior  \'ice- Command- 
er, Thomas  A.  GalTney  ;  Junior  Vice-Commander, 
Joseph  \.  Helmrick  ;  Adjutant,  Lee  Johnson  : 
Quartermaster,  John  MacGuire  ;  Chaplain,  Albert 
Sammons  ;  Surgeon,  Samuel  Peters,  M.  D.  ; 
Oflicer  of  the  Day,  fames  E.  Stevens  ;  Olhcer  ot 
the  Guard,  Charles  O.  Gilman  ;  Sergeant-^iLijor, 
Charles  McCullough  ;  Second  M.  Sergeant,  Thomas 
Rain.  The  following  members  have  died  since  the 
organization  :  Peter  liutler,  William  Pucluman, 
Samuel  Hall,  J.  N.  L.  Cranston,  John  E.  Silcox, 
Moses  RIcLuckey. 

SYMBOLIC  MASONRY. 

Cohoes  Lodge,  Xo.  ii6,  of  F.  and  A.  ]\Iasons, 
was  organized  under  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  John  D.  Willard,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Y.  and  A.  M.  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  on  the 
2ist  day  of  October,  1846,  and  chartered  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  February  5,  1847. 
The  following  are  the  first  officers  :  Ebenezer 
Wadsworth,  \V.  M.  ;  George  Abbott,  Sr.  \\'arden  ; 
John  B.  Harrison,  Jr.  Warden  ;  Wm.  Orelup,  Jr., 
Secretary  ;  Reuben  White,  Treasurer;  George  C. 
Griffin,  Sr.  Deacon  ;  Elbridge  G.  IMussey,  Jr. 
Deacon  ;  Stephen  H.  Dotey,  Tiler. 


The  rooms  of  the  Fraternity  were  first  located  in 
the  second  story  of  the  building  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Mohawk  and  Oneida  streets,  then  owned 
by  John  McDougal,  and  afterward  they  moved  tu 
Lansing's  building,  corner  of  Mohawk  and  Factory 
streets,  and  still  later  to  Sillaman's  building,  on 
Remsen  street. 

During  the  year  1S71  Johnston's  block,  on  Rem- 
sen street,  was  rebuilt,  and  rooms  were  fitted  up 
for  the  Fraternity  by  Mr.  Robert  Johnston,  and 
about  August  first  of  the  same  year  the  Fraternitv 
look  possession,  and  still  occupy  the  rooms. 

The  first  candidate  that  petitioned  for  and  re- 
ceived the  degrees  was  Henrv  N.  Pettis,  a  man 
well  known  by  the  old  residents  of  Cohoes  and  iis 
surrounding  villages  and  cities. 

Since  the  date  of  organization  they  have  received 
to  membership  383  members;  have  lost  by  death 
and  other  causes  220  members,  leaving  a  member- 
ship at  this  date,  November  i,  18S3,  of  163  mem- 
bers. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows  :  Alexander 
S.  Eccles,  W.  Master ;  Charles  F.  Doyle,  Sr. 
\^"arden  ;  Arthur  \^■.  Adams,  Jr.  Warden  ;  R. 
Van  Dervort,  Secretary;  ^lanin  (jillmore.  Treas- 
urer; George  Adey,  Sr.  Deacon  ;  William  P.  Lef- 
fers,  Jr.  Deacon  ;  George  W.  Flowarth,  Tiler. 

The  following  have  served  as  Masters  and 
Wardens  : 


Year. 


1847.. 

1848., 

1849., 

1850., 

1851 . 

1852., 

1853., 

1854.. 

1855.. 

1856., 

1857.. 

1858.. 

1859.. 

i860., 

1861., 

1862.. 

1863.. 

1864., 

1865., 

1866.. 

1867.. 

1868.. 


1870. 
1871. 
1872. 

J873- 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
18S1 . 
1882. 
1883. 


Masters. 


Ebenezer  Wadsworth. 
John  B.  Harrison.* 
George  Abbott.* 


William  Orelup,  Jr. 

4<  ( (  4 ( 

((  «i  (< 

Philo  B.  F"ergison.' 


Wni.  Leckey.* 
Philo  B.  Fcrgison.* 
Wm.  J.  Wheeler.* 

Oscar  O.  Finney.  * 

John  M.  Spencer.* 
Oscar  O.  Finney.* 
L.  D.  Sanborn. 


Charles  S.  Longley. 
It       11  (( 

John  Horrocks. 
Albert  Ten  Eyck. 

l(  tc 

Benjamin  Coveny. 
Charles  S.  Travis, 

James  Aitken. 
Richard  S.  Clarke. 
Anson  Tabor. 
Alex.  Eccles. 


Sr.  Wardens. 


George  Abbott.' 

John  J.  Frisbey.* 
Isaac  F.  Fletcher,  Sr. 
Wm.  Orelup,  Jr.* 

Henry  Eneral.* 
John  Eastwood.* 

Wm.  Leckey.*  ' 
Augustus  G.  Gort". 
Wm.  Leckey.* 

William  J.  Wheeler.* 

i<  (C  11 

Alonzo  Malindy. 
George  H.  Billings. 
A.  A.  (Jsterhout. 
John  ^L  Spencer.* 
Benjamin  Coveney. 
Lorenzo  D.  Sanborn. 
Charles  S.  Loiigley. 
Joseph  C.  Dodge. 
George  H.  Plantz. 

John  Horrocks. 
Albert  Ten  Eyck. 
(<  t< 

Charles  S.  Travis. 

Charles  H.  Disbroe. 
James  .^itken. 

K  II 

Anson  Tabor. 
Wm.  T.  Dodge. 
H.  E.  Bottum. 
Charles  F.  Liovle. 


Jr.  Wardens. 


John  B.  Harrison.* 
Isaac  F.  Fletcher,  Sr.* 
Wm.  Orelup,  Jr.* 

Henry  Enearl.* 
George  Hastings.* 
John  Eastwood.* 
Elbridge  E.  Mus>ey. 
Philo  B.  Fergison.* 
Henry  L.  Landon.' 
Joseph  Chadwick. 
Benjamin  R.  Peck. 

R.  G.  Smith. 
Alonzo  Malindy. 
Henry  S.  Bogue. 
Oscar  O.  Finney.* 
Elija  T.  Dixon. 
Lorenzo  D.  Sanborn. 
J.  W.  Van  Steenburgh 
Charles  S.  Longley. 
Joseph  C.  Dodge. 
James  W.  Brooks. 
John  Horrocks. 
Albert  Ten  Eyck. 
Charles  .Mcrdice. 
Charles  S.  Travis. 

Richard  Cristtle. 

Thomas  A.  Murphey. 
Anson  Tabor. 

Richard  S.  Clarke. 
Alex.  S.  Eccles. 
Henry  Hinchchlf. 
.\rthur  W.  Adams. 


*  N.  B. — Those  marked  with  star  are  dead. 
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HIS  TORT  OF  THE  COUX'IT  OF  ALBAXV. 


CAl'ITLLAR  MASONRY. 

Watervliet  Chajiter  of  Roya!  Arch  Masons,  I 
organized  under  dispensation  from  the  Grand  I 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  on  | 
the  27th  day  of  March,  1857,  and  chartered  by  the  ! 
Grand  Chapter,  Peter  P.  Murphy,  G.  li.  P.,  under  I 
the  style  and  name  of  Cohoes  Chapter,  No.  16S,  I 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  February  i 

4,  185S.  The  following  comprise  the  charter 
members:  *H.  L.  Landon,  A.  |.  Gofle,  R.  G. 
Smith,  Joseph  Cliadwick,  "^P.  B.  Ferguson,  E.  T. 
Dixon,  *John  Eastwood,  B  R.  Peck,  ^John  ^'an 
Demark,  T.  R.  Ploward,  James  McGee,  George 
Jackson,  *Wm.  C)relup,  Jr.,  *Isnac  Fletcher,  and 
*\Vm.  Ferrell.  The  first  elected  and  appointed 
officers  were  as  follows:  H.  L.  Landon,  H.  P.; 
A.  J.  Goffe,  K. ;  R.  G.  Smith,  S. :  T.  R.  Howard, 
Treasurer;  John  Van  Demark,  Secretary;  Joseph 
Chadwick,  C.  of  H. :  P.  B.  Ferguson,  P.'  S. ;  E.  T. 
Dixon,  R.  A.  C. ;  B.  R.  Peck,  IM.  3d  \. ;  W'm. 
Ferrell,  M.  2d  V. ;  John  Eastwood,  ^1.  istV. ;  J. 
McGce,  Tiler.  The  following  members  have  oc- 
cupied the  position  of  H.  P.  since  organization: 
H.  L.  Landon,  1857;  A.  J.  Goffe,  18 58- 1859; 
H.  S.  Bogue,  1S60-1864;  E.  T.  Dixon,  1S65; 
Benjamin  Coveny,  1866-1867,  1872,  1874-1875; 
W.  H.  Akin,  1 868-1 869;  George  Waterman,  Jr., 
1870-1871;  L.  D.  Sanborn,  1873;  David  W. 
Gould,  1876;  John  ]MacNiven,  1877,  1879;  Isaac 
Clute,  1878,  1880;  James  Aitken,  1881-1883. 
The  chapter  since  organization  has  occupied  the 
same  hall  as  the  F.  and  A.  M.,  their  present 
quarters  being  specially  arranged  for  ^Masonic  pur- 
poses. The  total  membership  since  organization 
is  200;  of  this  number  1 12  have  been  lost  by  death 
or  otherwise,  leaving  the  present  membership  88. 
The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  James  Aitkin, 
High  Priest;  Thomas  A.  Murphey,  King;  Alonzo 
Malendy,  Scribe;  Martin  Gilmore,  Treasurer;  R. 

5.  Clark,  Secretary;  William  P.  Leff"erts,  Captain 
of  H. ;  Edward  R.  Gilman,  P.  S. ;  Joseph  H. 
Eccles,  R.  A.  C. ;  John  McCreary,  M.  3d  \'. ; 
Joseph  Mincher,  M.  2d  V.;  Charles  H.  Smith,  ^L 
istV. ;  Rev.  William  J.  Heath,  Chaplain;  Otis  R. 
Greene,  Organist;  George  Higgins,  Tiler. 

ODD  FELLOWSHIP  IN  COHOES. 

The  first  institution  of  a  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  in 
Cohoes  was  March  14,  18S2,  under  the  title  of 
Spartan  Lodgg",  No.  62,  with  the  following  charter 
members:  G.  H.  Wheeler.  J.  R.  Taylor,  James 
Crost,  Asa  Spaulding,  H.  L.  Palmer,  Abraham  G. 
Lansing,  J.  C.  Hitchcock,  W.  King,  E.  J.  Higgins 
and  E.  L.  Stoddartl.  The  charter  was  granted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  February  17,  1882, 
held  in  New  York  City.  On  January  5,  1879,  oc- 
curred the  first  installation.  This  lodge  numbered  ! 
about  two  hundred,  and  its  lodge  rooms  were  in  j 
Silliman's  block.  In  1847  ^  breach  occurred  in 
this  lodge,  which  gave  cause  for  the  formation  of  a 
new  lodge,  called  Champion  Lodge,  No.  360,  to 
which  a  charter  was  granted,  December  18,  184S, 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Southern  New  York,  with 

•Deceased. 


the  following  charter  members:  John  Van  Der- 
mark,  Jacob  ].  Lansing,  William  Osterhout, 
Augustus  ].  (Jolt,  Julius  Robbins,  Alexander  Hay, 
Sr.,  Daniel  Doncastcr,  A.  C.  Spencer,  George 
Jackson  and  Daniel  GotT.  The  records  of  Cham- 
pion Lodge  are  lost.  The  last  report  was  made  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  December  31,  1849.  They 
survived  about  three  years.  The  dues  of  Spartan 
Lodge,  No.  62,  were  four  dollars  per  year,  and  initi- 
ation fee  eight  dollars.  The  last  record  of  officers 
was  given  March  30,  1S60,  and  was  as  follows:  I. 
W.  Chesbro,  N.  G. ;  Peter  Schoomaker,  V.  G. ;  J. 
W.  .Miller,  R.  S. ;  :\Ialachi  Ball,  P.  S. ;  H.  R. 
Grant,  Treasurer;  Harvey  Clute,  Grand  Lodge 
representative.  Some  time  during  1S61  Spartan 
Lodge  surrendered  its  charter,  and  this  ended  the 
first  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  order.  The  lodge 
had  for  its  members  the  oldest  and  most  infiuential 
of  our  citizens,  but  few  of  whom  are  living  to-day. 
They  were  the  founders  of  this  city,  and  represented 
the  wealth  and  influence  of  the  people.  Spartan 
Lodge  was  reinstated  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  March  11,  1879,  ^nd  was 
numbered  210,  at  which  date  the  following  officers 
were  installed:  Harvev  Clute,  P.  G,  N.  Y. ; 
Daniel  I^lclntosh,  R  (}.',  V.  G. ;  A.  C.  Spence,  P. 
G. ,  Treasurer;  William  Moore,  P.  G.  On  Jan- 
uary 10,  1869,  tlie  lodge  left  the  rooms  in  Silliman's 
block,  on  Remsen  street,  where  meetings  had  been 
held  for  ncarlv  twenty-seven  years,  and  leased 
rooms  in  Adams'  block,  on  same  street.  ^lay  11, 
18S0,  the  lodge  leased  rooms  in  North's  block,  on 
r\Iohawk  street.  Owing  to  the  large  membership, 
it  became  necessary  to  have  more  commodious 
quarters.  Larger  rooms  were  prepared  in  the 
same  block,  and  the  lodge  occupied  their  new 
quarters  on  Januarv  10,  1883.  The  lodge  meets 
every  Tuesday.  The  initiadon,  with  degrees,  costs 
SI 6. 75;  dues,  $5.20  per  year,  and  the  sick  benefit 
is  S4  per  week.  The  pre.sent  membership  is  130, 
and  the  following  are  its  officers  at  the  present 
time:  C.  T.  Rain,  N.  G. :  W.  McCullouffh, 
V.  G.;  W.  H.  Holbrook,  R.  S. ;  Geor-e  Dean, 
P.  S. ;  Samuel  Horrocks,  Treasurer;  F.  W.  Grant. 
P.  G. ;  Jcseph  Wood,  Chaplain:  S.  Swatling, 
Organist;  Jonathan  Hiller,  Nathan  Shaver  and  L. 

E.  Sessions,  Trustees. 

Cohoes  Encampment,  Xu.  71,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
instituted  June  6,  1872.  (October  i,  1S83,  the 
membership  was  106,  with  the  tbllowing  officers: 

F.  W.  Grant,  C.  P. ;  E.  E.  \'ischer,  H.  R ;  Charles 
Davis,  S.  W. ;  Isaac  Whitwell,  J.  W. :  Bernard  Ta- 
bor, Treasurer;  M.  E.  Platz,  F.  S. ;  Oscar  Fodder. 
Scribe.  Meetings  are  helii  (m  the  second  and 
fourth  Thursdays  of  each  month,  in  Odd  Fellows' 
Hall,  North's  block. 

Prospect  Rebekah  Degree  Lodge,  Xo.  j/,  /.  O.  O. 
F.,  was  instituted  .May  6,  1875.  ^  following 
officers  were  installeci:  P.  G.  Tymerson,  N.  G. ; 
Alice  J.  Shaver,  V.  G.;  Lizzie  Moulthrop,  Secre- 
tary; C.  Y..  Simons,  Treasurer.  January  i,  1SS3, 
this  lodge  numbered  83  members,  widi  the  follow- 
ing officers:  Jonathan  Hiller,  N.  G.:  Ellen  C. 
Cain,  V.  G. :  Isaiah  Fellows,  [r. ,  Secretary;  Alice 
J.  Shaver,  Treasurer;  Charles  Williams,  W. ;  C.  T. 
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Rain,  I.  G. ;  Man-  Y..  Narv,  Organist,  and  Miss  F. 
Eaker,  Chaplain. 

Cvliacs  Uriifvnnrd  Di'grcc  Camp,  Xd.  5.  I.  (>.  O.  F. 
— From  the  Cohoes  Fncanii)mcnt,  No.  1  i.cniL-ri^cd 
a  number  of  palriarclis,  under  tlie  title  oi  "'Jona- 
than Hiller  I'nifiirmed  i'atriarchs, "  who  were  or- 
ganized April  3,  1S82,  with  the  following  members: 
P.  G.  lymcrson,  F.  \V.  Grant,  Isaac  \\'hit\vell, 
James  I^Ia.xwell,  Ale.x.  Hay,  E.  K.  Jvichmond,  V>. 
Tabor,  E.  Phtz,  E.  E.  \'ieher,  George  A. 
House,  Charles  H.  Davis,  William  Eeattie,  Charles 
Williams,  Samuel  Lee,  H.  C.  Spencer.  P.  B.  Swart- 
out,  J.  E.  Clarke  and  Charles  Giklea. 

The  Friendly  Socic/y  of  the  Suits  of  Scotku — This 
society  was  organized  February  12,  1869.  The 
first  oflicers  were:  Wm.  Whitehall,  President:  John 
McEwan,  Secretary.  The  society  now  numbers 
eighty  members.  It  is  composed  of  Scotchmen 
and  sons  of  Scotchmen.  It  is  a  funeral  benefit  soci- 
ety. Wm.  Ross  is  now  President;  John  Hay  is  Treas- 
urer; Robert  Lennox  is  the  Plnancial  Secretary, 
and  Thomas  Callender  is  the  Recording  Secretary. 
This  society  helps  to  keep  alive  in  every  Scotchman 
the  love  of  home  and  sweet  remembrances  of 
Caledonia. 

HON.  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  George  Campbell  was  born  in  ^Montreal, 
Canada,  November  17,  1829,  and  was  educated  in 
an  English  common  school  at  Cornwall,  Canada. 
In  1847  he  located  in  Cohoes;  but  he  later  went  to 
Waterford,  Saratoga  County,  to  enter  upon  a  three 
years'  apprenticeship  to  the  machinist  trade.  Hav- 
ing acquired  his  trade,  he  worked  eleven  years  as 
journeyman  and  foreman,  when  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Mr.  George  Gage,  which  existed 
five  years. 

Returning  to  Cohoes  in  1S63,  Mr.  Campbell,  in 
partnership  with  John  Clute,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Campbell  A  Clute,  established  the  machine 
business,  which  they  have  since  continued,  now 
having  been  in  it  about  twenty-three  years.  Prob- 
ably the  most  interesting  period  of  Mr.  Campbell's 
life,  from  a  purely  historical  point  of  view,  was  that 
embraced  in  the  years  1861  and  1862.  when  he 
was  associated  with  Prof  John  La  Mountain  in 
his  aeronautic  enterprises  in  behalf  of  the  United 
Stites  Government  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Washing- 
ton and  ^sewhere,  devising  and  putting  in  opera- 
tion a  machine  with  which  gas  was  generated  for 
inflating  the  baloon.  In  the  exploits  of  Prof  La 
Mountain,  which  form  one  of  the  most  novel  and 
exciting  chapters  of  the  history  of  our  late  civil 
waj,  Mr.  Campbell  bore  no  unimportant  part,  and 
his  reminiscences  of  that  time  woukl  make  a  valu- 
able and  interesting  addition  to  the  literature  of 
the  great  rebellion. 

Mr.  Campbell  long  since  identified  himself  with 
the  best  interests  of  Cohoes,  as  well  as  of  the  coun- 
ty at  large,  and  came  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  that 
•  city's  most  enterprising  and  public  spirited  citizens. 
When  the  city  was  chartered,  he  was  chosen  to 
represent  his  ward  as  alderman,  and  served  two 
terms,  from  1870  to  1874.   In  1 880  he  was  elected 


i  to  the  Assembly  by  a  ])lurality  of  451,   his  oppo- 
nents being  lames  Duffy  (Democrat)  and  Peter  L. 
:  Fitzpatrick  (Greenbacker).  though  the  Republican 
:  pluraiitv  in  the  previous  year  had  been  only  157. 
This  clearlv  demonstrated  his  personal  popularity 
in  the  cilv  and  the  balance  of  the  h'ourdi  Assembly 
'  District  of  Albany  County,  which  comprises  the 
I  Ninth  Ward  of  the  city  of  Albany,  Cohoes  and  the 
!  town  of  Watervliet.    In  1S84  he  was  a  delegate  to 
I  the  Chicago  Convention  which  nominated  Mr. 
I  Blaine  to  the  presidency. 

I  In  1851  Mr.  Campbell  was  married  to  Miss 
I  Sarah  J.  Teachout,  of  \\'aterford,  whodied  in  1863. 
In  1S65  he  married  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Howe,  of 
Cohoes.  He  has  three  children  living  by  the  sec- 
ond marriage.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  ves- 
tryman of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
has  always  been  a  liberal  supporter  of  religious 
and  charitable  institutions. 


We  take  pleasure  in  making  mention  of  the  fol- 
lowing citizens,  who,  by  their  guaranteed  support, 
have  helped  to  insure  the  publication  of  this  valu- 
able work  :  J.  U.  Haynes,  Samuel  Peters,  Bernard 
Egan,  J.  H.  Mitchell'  Isaac  Hiller,  J.  F.  Crawford, 
Henry  A.  Strong,  George  Campbell,  E.  DesRoseers, 
George  E.  Dixon,  D.  J.  Johnson,  W.  E.  Thorn, 
W.  S.  Smith,  .\ndrew  J.  Root,  George  T.  Carter, 
M.  Hayden,  IMarcus  Kennedy,  R.  S.  Calkins,  T.  S. 
Keveny,  Murray  Hubbard,  Kendall  Hubbard,  \\'. 
P.  .\dams,  ].  F.  Lowerv,  Neil  Moris,  Charles  Poin- 
i  eel,  D.  H.  Van  Auken;  John  Griggs,  Mrs.  H.  R. 
j  Grant.   John  Larkin,  Thomas  !\IcDermott,  Rev. 
I  Stephen  Bush,  William  Burton,  A.  J.  Griffen,  Sis- 
I  ters  of  St.  Joseph,  C.  Houlehan,  Patrick  Conbov, 
i  J.  H.  iMasten,  Charles  F.  Doyle.  E.  W.  Fuller, 
I  Joseph  Ballock,  William  J.  Fonda,  J.  P.  Weber, 
I  J.  E.  McLean,  Silas  Owen,  J.  W.  Moore,  George 
H.  ?^IcTamany,  P.  G.  Falardean,  J.  D.  Feather- 
stonough,  G.  A.  Peltier,  John  Mcl3ermott,  P.  (  j. 
I  Tymerson,  Joseph  Delahanty,  .A.  \'enderbergh,  ^I, 
j  Brauet,  John  Lambert,  J.  M.  Futhier.  W.  E.  Sea- 
i  port,  Lewis  Hills,  Amos  C.  Orlop,  Benjamin  Rea- 
!  mer,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Curtis,  Mrs.  E.  Brockway,  Mrs. 
Ira  Terry,  E.  Lansing. 

Hexuy  a.  Strong,  an  attorney  and  counselor  at 
law.  came  to  Cohoes,  September,  1S74:  was  ap- 
pointed city  attorne)'  in  the  spring  of  1879,  and  has 
since  held  the  office.  His  home  originally  was 
j  Colchester,  Conn.  Graduatetl  at  Yale  College  in 
1S73,  and  at  Albany  Law  School  in  1874. 

John  N.  Havnes,  M.  D.,  was  established  here  a 
physician  in  1873;  ^^'^^  graduated  with  honor  from 
Albany  Medical  College  in  1872,  taking  first  prize 
I  for  excellence  of  examination  in  obstetrics.  His 
I  grandfather  and  father  were  medical  practitioners 
in  Nassau.  Rensselaer  Countv,  from  1S20  until 
1880. 

W.M.  S.  Smith  is  a  resident  of  Cohoes.  and  is  at 
present  paymaster  of  the  Harmony  Mills,  of  that 
place;  these  mills  were  established  in  1S61. 

Samuel  Peters,  M.  D.  ,  is  a  physician  at  pres- 
ent practicing  in  Cohoes.  He  commenced  to 
practice  in  1846  in  Saratoga  County.     His  son. 


i 


■       '''I  .11! :0"!y'"  r";0'j;''i^  j^'if^ 


■iD  .;'-'i..)T 


.  •    ,  .  :    ■  ■..  -     :    ■  :  ■;;  lr  r.-.-,\  -j^h 

•         ■     "  -".        ;.r;:\ J, ^- ^ff-v',;! 

.    '■■■J/i^  ft;-''!:;: -   jn:;rnai?vuO  asiiiH 
^ i--;:  :;^ri;^r;'dL   .bkii-:' bas  noJ 

'"J'    _  '-     '      .  J;:.:,;  ;:V;.jvi •..•:\  iioJ  '  ■  '-"'i 

^'-'^  ■'■•n^  .,iiv..-.i  J      •yi..;   .  ■  I-,.  .       :,,:,,.,;v:j.       o:  - 

Hilu-n- I  :■:-}.'■  '     ■  m  :      i  ■  . , -•  L:.j: 

.■.1      '  .':::;r;7    ■  -   -  '  ,  ,.■  — (   .Lri'i'iTir  " 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


Frank  S.  Peters,  also  a  regular  physician,  died  in 
1883,  from  an  injury  of  the  spine. 

Mrs.  M.  Vi.  Curtis  (Curlis  &  Co. )  resides  in 
Colioes,and  carricson  the  manufacture  of  wroueht- 
iron  pipes.  This  business  was  established  in  1S70, 
and  at  this  date  furnishes  employment  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  (125)  men. 

Joseph  Delahaxty  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Stalybridge.  Lancashire,  England,  in  1845;  is  at 
present  residing  in  Cohoes  and  carrying  on  a  busi- 
ness agency  on  Vliet  street.     Me  has  also  been 


School  Commissioner  for  four  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Labor  Organization  of  the  .State  of 
New  York,  and  is  an  executive  member  of  the 
same.  Was  elected  member  of  .\ssembly  from 
Fourth  District  in  the  fall  of  1SS2.  Introduced 
and  had  passetl  a  bill  for  the  better  supply  of  pure 
water  for  the  city  of  Cohoes. 

James  Wallace  is  engaged  with  Win.  E.  .Sea- 
port in  publishing  the  Dispalch,  a  paper  established 
in  Cohoes  August  23,  18S4,  at  which  time  the 
Cataract,  a  weekly  paper  published  from  the  same 
office,  suspended  publication. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  VILLAGE  OF  WEST  TROY. 


By   A'.   J.  OOTHOUX. 


THE  village  of  West  Troy  is  located  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Hudson  River,  and  directly 
opposite  to  the  city  of  Troy,  Rensselaer  County. 

This  village  and  the  village  of  Green  Island 
are  within  and  comprise  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Watervliet,  Albany  County,  and  are  the  only 
incorporated  villages  within  the  town.  The 
northern  portion  of  the  village  of  \\'est  Troy 
is  located  on  the  IMohawk  River,  as  the  most 
southern  of  the  many  mouths,  or  "sprouts,"  of  this 
river  empties  into  the  Hudson  River  at  this  point, 
and  in  so  doing  forms  the  island  called  Green 
Island. 

The  land  upon  which  these  villages  are  located 
is  a  part  of  the  land  owned  by  Kiliaen  Van 
Rensselaer,  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwick. 

The  village  of  West  Troy  was  incorporated  as  a 
village  by  an  act  of  legislature,  passed  April  30, 
1836,  and  by  this  act  it  took  within  its  corporate 
limits  what  had  theretofore  been  known  as  the 
villages  of  Port  Schuyler,  Gibbonsville  and  West 
Troy.  / 

None  of  these  villages,  except  Gibbonsville,  had 
ever  been  incorporated.  Port  Schuyler  was  that 
part  of  the  present  village  which  lies  south  of  the 
lands  now  owned  and  used  by  the  L'nited  States 
as  an  arsenal,  and  was  originally  a  part  of  the 
farm  of  John  Schuyler  and  Peter  Schuyler,  and  was 
purchased  in  1827  of  the  said  Schu\ lers,  by  Willard 
Earl,  Jabes  Burrows,  Abijab  Wheeler,  David 
Wheeler,  Enoch  Burrows,  Gilbert  C.  Bedell  and 
Jonathan  Hart.  These  purchasers  were  called 
and  known  as  the  Port  Schuyler  Company,  .\fter 
the  purchase  of  this  land  by  these  parties,  they 


caused  the  same  to  be  laid  out  into  building  lots, 
with  streets  and  alleys,  and  called  the  same  Port 
Schuyler. 

Previous  to  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  this  plot 
of  ground  by  the  Port  Schuyler  Company  and 
naming  the  same  Port  Schuyler,  this  locality  was 
known  as  the  village  of  Washington.  The  date  of 
the  settlement  of  the  village  of  Washington  was 
previous  to  1S14,  for  in  that  year  the  first  church 
located  in  this  vicinity  (Reformed  Dutch  Church) 
was  organized  at  a  meeting  held  in  a  school-house 
situated  in  the  village  of  Washington,  as  appears 
from  the  records  of  this  church. 

Gibbonsville  was  that  part  of  the  present  village 
of  West  Troy  which  lies  between  Port  Schuyler,  on 
the  south,  and  Buffalo  street,  on  the  north,  and 
was  originally  the  farm  of  James  Gibbons,  a  mer- 
chant of  the  city  of  Albany,  and  was  by  Mr.  Gib- 
bons laid  out  into  building  lots,  with  streets  and 
alleys,  and  named  Gibbonsville. 

The  village  of  Gibbonsville  proved  to  be  quite 
a  thriving  settlement,  and  in  the  year  1S24  was 
duly  incorporated  as  a  village,  and  remained  as 
such  until  the  year  1836,  when  the  act  of  its 
incorporation  was  repealed  by  the  provisions 
of  the  act  which  incorporated  the  village  of  West 
Troy. 

\\'est  Troy  (previous  to  1S36)  was  that  part  of 
the  present  village  which  lies  north  of  ButTalo  street 
(the  north  boundary  of  Gibbonsville)  and  south 
of  the  present  bouiulary  line,  which  is  the  northern 
corporate  limits  of  this  village,  ami  is  the  old  line 
that  divided  the  farms  of  John  Bleeker  and  Volkert 
Oothout. 
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THE  Vn.LAGE  OF  WEST  TROT. 


This  West  Troy  was  originally  the  farm  of  John 
Blecker,  ami  in  the  year  1823  was  purchased  of 
him  by  a  number  of  capitalists,  who  called  them- 
selves the  "West  Troy  Company.  "  The  deed 
which  conveyed  this  parcel  of  land  w^xs  executed 
on  November  12,  1823,  by  John  Bleeker  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  and  conveys  about  400  acres 
of  land,  and  excepts  therefrom  the  Troy  and 
Schenectady  turnpike  (now  Genesee  street),  ami 
lands  occupied  by  the  canal,  and  a  parcel  of  land 
of  about  j-jj  of  an  acre  which  then  belon,Li;ed  to 
Thomas  Schrimj>ton.  This  deed  conveyed  this 
land  to  George  Tibbetts,  Nathan  Warren  and 
Richard  Hart,  of  Troy,  and  Philip  Schuyler,  of 
Saratoga,  as  trustees,  and  states  that  the  above- 
named  parties,  together  with  F.saias  Warren, 
Stephen  Warren,  Jacob  Merritt,  George  Vail, 
Samuel  Gale,  Ebenezer  \\'iswall,  Klias  Pattison, 
Philip  Hart,  Jr.,  John  D.  Dickinson,  John  P. 
Cushman,  John  Pain,  Theodore  F.  French  and 
William  Hart,  have  formed  an  association  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  premises,  etc. 

The  consideration  price  named  in  this  deed  is 
$45,000.  The  eastern  part  of  this  parcel  of  land 
(the  part  which  lies  east  of  West  street)  was  laid 
out  into  building  lots,  with  street  and  alleys,  and 
the  western  part  was  made  into  large  lots,  called 
"  farm  lots,  "  which  contained  from  10  to  20  acres 
each.  At  present  the  greater  part  of  these  farm 
lots  have  been  divided  into  building  lots,  and  are 
covered  with  buildings.  At  the  date  of  the  pur- 
chase of  this  land  by  the  West  Troy  Company,  the 
only  building  thereon  of  any  importance  was  a 
small  two-story  wooden  tavern.  This  tavern  had  a 
piazza  along  the  front  and  was  located  on  the  west 
side  of  the  road,  now  known  as  Broadway,  a  short 
distance  south  of  what  is  now  called  Central  avenue 
(formerly  Canal  street),  and  stood  upon  the  same 
plot  of  ground  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  row 
of  brick  stores  which  are  owned  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Rath,  awd  called  "  Rath's  Block.''  This  tavern,  as 
early  as  1824,  was  a  very  old  building,  and  was 
probably  erected  at  the  time  of,  or  previous  to,  the 
Revolutionary  War.  In  1830  this  tavern  was  kept 
by  one  Samuel  Ford. 

Previous  to  the  date  of  the  incorporation  of  this 
village,  the  villages  of  Gibbonsville  and  West  I'rov 
were  rivals,  and  although  tlic\-  la}- side  by  siile,  they 
laid  out  their  streets  and  named  them  without 
regard  to  each  other,  and  consequently  what  is 
now  known  as  Broadway  was  then  called  Water 
street,  while  within  the  limits  of  Port  Schuyler  and 
Gibbonsville;  but  when  this  street  ran  into  West 
Troy,  it  was  called  Broad  street.     What  is  now 


called  Washington  street  was  then  known  as 
Washington  street  only  in  Gibbonsville,  and  in 
West  Troy  it  was  known  as  Ruchester  street.  Or 
course,  this  created  much  confusion,  especially 
with  strangers. 

By  the  Act  of  Legislature,  in  1836,  which  in- 
corporated the  village  of  West  Troy,  all  real  and 
personal  property  which  then  belonged  to  the  then 
village  of  Gibbonsville  became  the  property  of  the 
village  of  West  Troy;  and  by  this  act  the  village 
was  divided  into  four  wards,  and  the  inhabitants 
residing  in  such  wards,  and  duly  qualified  to  vote, 
were  directed  to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  IMay, 
1836,  at  some  proper  place  in  each  ward,  at  9 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  a  proper 
notice  to  be  given  and  signed  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  said  village  of  Gibbonsville,  and  to  then  and 
there  elect  by  ballot,  in  each  of  these  wards,  two 
trustees,  who  shall  be  electors  and  freeholders. 
Alva  W.  Rockwell,  David  D.  Abrams  and  Albert 
S.  Blackman  were  appointed  by  this  act  to  attend 
and  preside  as  inspectors  of  election  of  the  First 
ward;  Isaac  Chapman,  jNIardn  Witbeck  and  John 
C.  Green,  in  the  Second  ward;  Samuel  E.  Ford, 
John  T.  Van  Alstyne  and  Andrew  Meneely.  in  the 
Third  ward,  and  Abel  W.  Richardson,  Abraham 
Van  Arnam,  Jr.,  and  Alexander  S.  Lobdell,  in  the 
Fourth  ward.  All  of  the  above-named  persons  were 
at  this  time  among  the  most  prominent  business 
men  of  the  village,  but  all  are  now  deceased.  These 
inspectors  were  directed  to  declare  the  persons 
receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  in  their  re- 
spective wards  duly  elected.  This  act  also  directed 
the  said  electors  at  the  same  time  to  elect  a  presi- 
dent for  the  said  village. 

Although  the  village  of  West  Troy  has  grown 
very  much  since  the  time  of  its  incorporation,  and 
has  in  fact  for  some  years  past  overrun  the  corporate 
limits,  still  the  present  corporate  limits  and  the 
number  anrl  boundaries  of  the  respective  wards 
remain  the  same  as  designated  in  the  charter  of 
1S36.  After  the  incorporation  of  this  village  it 
grew  quite  rapidly,  although  it  was  a  thriving  town 
before  that  time.  The  United  States  had,  in  1813, 
purchased  and  located  an  arsenal  in  Gibbonsville, 
and  the  Erie  Canal  had  run  through  the  place  since 
1823,  and  was  then  (1836)  being  enlarged.  The 
United  States  purchased  the  land  upon  which  this 
arsenal  was  located  from  James  Gibbons  and  Esther, 
his  wife.  This  purchase  comprised  a  plot  of  about 
twelve  acres,  fronting  upon  the  Hudson  River. 
The  deed  describes  it  as  commencing  at  a  point 
in  the  north  line  of  Beaver  street,  at  low  water 
mark  in  the  Hudson  River,  and  conveys  the  land 
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lying  soutli  of  tlic  north  line  of  Beaver  street,  and 
between  the  Hudson  River,  on  the  cast,  and  Albany 
street,  on  the  west.  Tlierc  arc  now  no  maps  tliat 
show  this  street  called  Ikaver  street;  but  t\v  this 
deed  it  included  and  conveyed  said  street,  which 
then  ran  in  a  westerly  direction  from  the  river. 
This  deed  conveyed  this  land  in  fee  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  its  successors  or  as- 
signs, but  reserved  the  right  of  a  ferry  privilege 
upon  the  river,  and  forbade  the  purchasers  or  their 
successors  or  assigns  from  ever  maintaining  a  ferry 
from  this  parcel  of  land;  it  also  reserved  the  right 
to  said  Gibbons  to  use  the  bed  of  a  certain  creek 
which  ran  through  this  land  as  a  bed  for  a  canal 
which  was  then  proposed  to  be  constructed  (the 
Erie  Canal).  It  was  the  intention  of  ^Nlr.  Gibbons 
that  this  creek  be  used  for  a  canal  and  as  a  means 
of  access  for  boats  from  the  canal  to  the  river,  and 
vice  versa.  This  creek  was  never  used  for  such 
purpose,  but  at  a  point  about  half  a  mile  further 
south,  and  in  the  then  village  of  Washington,  or 
Port  Schuyler,  such  a  canal  was  constructed,  and  is 
now  know  as  the  "  lower  side-cut.''  In  the  year 
1828  the  United  States  purchased  of  Esther  Gib- 
bons, as  executrix  of  James  Gibbons,  deceased, 
another  parcel  of  land  which  contained  about 
thirty  acres,  and  adjoined  the  land  purchased  in 
1813  on  the  south  and  west.  This  last  mentioned 
parcel  of  land  Mr.  Gibbons  had  contracted  to  sell 
to  the  United  States,  but  died  before  the  purchase 
was  consummated.  The  purchase  price  of  the 
first  mentioned  twelve  acres  was  $2, 585.00,  and 
that  of  the  other  thirty  acres  was  59,622.00. 

The  village  of  Gibbonsville  was  laid  out  into 
village  lots,  with  streets  and  alleys,  in  the  year  1828, 
by  Evert  Van  Allen,  a  civil  engineer,  although  a 
portion  thereof  must  have  been  mapped  out  as 
early  as  181 3,  as  appears  by  the  deed  of  Gibbons 
and  wife  to  the  United  States,  which  mentions  the 
street  called  Beaver  street,  also  a  street  called  Al- 
bany street. 

The  di^iginal  owners  or  proprietors  of  the  villages 
of  Port  Schuyler,  Gibbonsville  and  West  Troy  had 
large  ideas  as  to  the  future  greatness  of  these  vil- 
lages. They  intended  making  them  great  com- 
mercial centers  for  the  transfer  and  storage  of  all 
commodities  to  be  carried  on  the  canals  and  river. 
The  proprietors  of  West  Troy  constructed  a  canal, 
in  connection  with  the  Erie  Canal,  which  com- 
menced at  the  south  side  of  the  side-cut  at  Union 
street,  and  midway  between  Broadway  and  the 
Erie  Canal,  which  ran  from  this  point  south  to  the 
north  side  of  Genesee  street,  where  it  then  turned 
and  ran  into  the  Erie  Canal;  at  the  point  where  it 


!  ran  into  the  Erie  Canal  was  constructed  a  dry-dock, 
i  which  was  so  constructed  that  boats  would  run  on 
I  to  a  submergeil  platform,  and  then  the  boat  and 
I  platform  were  raised  out  of  the  water  by  means  of 
large  screws,  which  conncctetl  with  the  platform 
and  were  worked  with  long  levers.  This  canal 
was  filled  up  several  years  ago.  The  proprietors 
of  West  Troy  also  contemplated  and  made  provis- 
ion for  another  canal  in  laying  out  the  streets  of 
the  village.  This  proposed  canal  was  to  begin  at 
the  west  side  of  the  Erie  Canal,  at  Union  street, 
and  then  run  through  Union  street  until  it  reached 
West  street;  then  run  south  through  West  street 
until  it  reached  the  south  side  of  Genesee  street, 
where  it  was  then  to  turn  to  the  east  and  run  into 
Burlington  street;  and  thence  through  Burling- 
ton street  south  to  Canal  street  (now  Central  ave- 
nue); and  thence  east  through  Canal  street  to 
the  Erie  Canal.  This  canal  was  never  constructed, 
and  this  is  the  reason  whv  Union,  Burlington  and 
Canal  streets  are  now  so  much  wider  than  the  other 
streets  of  the  village. 

In  the  village  of  Gibbonsville  there  was  con- 
structed a  short  canal  or  basin,  which  ran  midway 
between  Washington  street  and  the  canal,  from 
the  south  side  of  Ferry  street  to  the  nordi  side  of 
Schenectady  street.  This  basin  was  called  the 
"Gibbonsville  Basin, "and  was  connected  with  the 
!  Erie  Canal  by  means  of  a  short  cut  or  opening 
which  ran  along  the  south  side  of  Ferry  street. 
This  basin  was  filled  up  within  a  few  years  after  its 
construction. 

VILLAGES  OF  GIBBONSVILLE  .VXD  WEST  TROY. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on 
April  23,  1824,  passed  an  "act  to  vest  certain 
powers  and  privileges  in  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants of  the  village  of  Gibbonsville,"  which  act 
was  shortly  thereafter  amended,  and,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  May,  1825,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  said  acts,  an  election  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  five  trustees  and  one  treasurer 
and  collector.  The  persons  elected  were  as 
follows  : 

Trustees,  Julius  Hanks,  Elijah  Ranney,  Isaac 
Chapman,   Edward    Learned   and    Isaac  Frink; 
Treasurer,  Gerrit  T.   Lansing;  Collector,  Nathan 
Robbins.    At  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  they 
proceeded  to  choose  one  of  the  members  of  their 
I  body  to  be  President  cf  the  Board,  and  the  choice 
j  fell  upon  Julius  Hank.s.    At  a  subsequent  meeting 
I  of  this  Board  they  adopted  certain  village  ordi- 
I  nances  and  ordered  "  that  the  same  be  publishcil 
i  by  aHixing  to  the  house  of  Abraham  Van  .\rnam. 

with  the  President's  name  thereto  affixed,  together 
I  with  the  seal  of  the  corporation." 
I      At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  the  said  village 
i  of  Gibbonsville,  in   1826,   the  following  persDUs 
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THE  VILLAGE  OF  WEST  TROV. 


were  elected  trustees:  Edward  Learned,  Abijah  | 
Wheeler,  \\'illiam  G.  Grucshcck,  'Ilioiiias  IT.  j 
Dyer  and  Isaac  Chapman.  At  this  same  meeting  \ 
it  was  moved  anil  carried  that  the  trustees  be  j 
empowered  to  raise  seventy-five  dollars,  by  tax,  for  | 
the  purpose  of  procuring  tire  hooks  and  hulders;  j 
for  the  construction  of  pumps  and  repairs  thereof;  | 
for  the  erection  of  a  pound  (should  such  be  re- 
quired), and  the  surplus  to  be  appropriated  toward 
contingent  expenses  of  the  village. 

The  trustees  of  Gibbonsville,  elected  each  suc- 
ceeding year,  were  as  follows,  the  first  named  in 
each  instance  being  chosen  as  president  at  the  first  j 
meeting  of  the  Board  : 

1827 —  P^lijah  Ra.m}',  Edward  Learned,  Isaac 
Chapman,  James  T.  INTorrison,  Moses  Tyler. 

1828 —  Amos  Larcom,  Moses  Tyler,  William  G. 
Groesbeck,  David  [Morrison,  Isaac  H.  \\'illiams. 

1829 —  Daniel  T.    Wandell,    Isaac  Chapman, 
David  Wheeler,  Moses  Tyler,  Charles  Learned. 

1830 —  Jonathan  H.  Dyer,  Hiram  'SI.  Hopkins, 
Levi  Lincoln,  Moses  Tyler,  James  T.  Morrison. 

1 83 1  — Isaac  Chapman,  Ephriam  Baldwin, 
Hiram  U.  Hopkins,  William  P.  Hall,  David 
Wheeler. 

1832. — William  G.  Groesbeck,  Moses  Tyler, 
Smith  Ballou,  Jonathan  H.  Dyer,  Zachariah 
Craver. 

1833 —  Isaac  Chapman,  Henry  Thalhimer,  Zach- 
ariah Craver,  John  Tisdall,  Leonard  Hannum. 

1834 —  Isaac  Chapman,  Charles  Learned,  John 
B.  ChoUar,  Eben  Jones,  Benjamin  Brown. 

1835 —  Edward  Learned,  ^Iartin  Witbeck,  David 
Morrison,  John  C.  Green,  Jonathan  H.  Dyer. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  last-named  trustees,  held 
March  16,  1836,  they  adopted  a  resolution  p'ra)'-  j 
ing  the  Legislature  to  grant  the  act  which  incorpo-  j 
rated  the  village  of  West  Troy,  and  which  was  | 
passed  April  30,   1S36;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  | 
act  these  trustees  called  an  election  for  May  3, 
1836,  at  which  the  first  trustees  and  president  of 
the  village  of  West  Troy  were  elected.    The  whole 
number  of  votes  polled  at  this  election  was  476. 
The  following  named  officers  were  duly  elected  at 
this  date:  President,  Edward  Learned:  Trustees, 
First  ward,  Thomas  Evans,  Jonathan  Hart  :  Sec- 
ond ward,  Isaac  Chapman,  Hiram  SI.  Hopkins  ;  j 
Third  ward,  Samuel  1*".   Ford,  Henry  Kimberly  ;  1 
Fourth  ward,    Abram   \'an  .Vrnam,  Jr.,  Joseph  ; 
Twist.    X^e  presidents  elected  in  each  succeeding 
year  were  as  follows  :    1837,    Martin  Witbeck  ;  | 
1838,  Miron  R.  Peak  :  1S39,    Andrew  ]\Ieneely;  | 
1840,   Martin   Witbeck;  1841,   Samuel  Wilgus  ;  j 
1842,  Miron  R.  Peak;  1843,  .\ndrew  Meneely  ;  ! 
1844,  Albert  T.  Dunham;  1S45,  ^Albert  Richards; 
1846,   Archibald    A.    Dunlop  ;  1847,  Albert  T. 
Dunham;     1848.     Daniel    C.    Stewart;  184^, 
Heman  Mather;  1850,  Daniel  C.  Stewart:  1851, 
Samuel    Crawford;   1852,    Morgan    L.  Taylor; 
1853,    Lorenzo    D.    Collins;    1854,   George  B. 
Fraser  :  1855-56,  Martin  Witbeck  ;  1857,  Samuel 
H.  Waterman;  1858,  James   Roy  ;  T859,  James 
Brady;  i860,  George  R.  Meneely:  1S61,  William  ! 
Oswald;  1862,    Peter  A.    Rogers;    1863,  James 
Duffy;  1864-65,  Francis  Beebe;  1S66-67,  James  1 


Hamil  ;  1868,  William  B.  Williams;  1869,  Ter- 
rence  Cummings  ;  187C-71,  Perry  Robinson: 
1S72,  Joseph  M.  Lawrence;  1S73,  Tcrrence  Cum- 
mings ;  1S74-75,  Michael  Riley;  1S76-77, 
Patrick  Lane  ;  1S78,  Robert  P.  Tunnard  :  1879- 
So,  Joseph  McLean  ;  iSSi,  George  B.  Mosher; 
1882,  John  H.  Ilulsapple;  18S3.  William  E. 
Cox;  1884,  Patrick  Lane  ;  1885,  Terrence  Cum- 
mings.   The  term  of  office  being  for  one  year. 

CAN.VLS. 

The  Erie  Canal,  which  runs  thruugh  this  village, 
was  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  passed  April  15,  1817,  and  the  work  ofcun- 
slruction  was  commenced  July  4,  181 7,  and  com- 
pleted October  26,  1825,  at  a  cost  of  $7. 143,- 
7S9.86. 

I'he  enlargement  was  authorized  by  an  act  of 
Legislature,  passed  May  11,  1835,  the  work  of  en- 
larging being  commenced  in  August,  1836,  the 
cost  of  which  was  $36,495,535.00. 

The  Champlain  Canal,  which  extends  from  Lake 
Champlain  to  its  junction  w  ith  the  ]'>ie  Canal,  a 
short  distance  north  of  this  village,  was  authorized 
by  an  act  of  Legislature,  passed  Api  il  17,  18 17, 
the  work  of  construction  being  commenced  June 
10,  1818,  and  completed  to  the  village  of  Water- 
ford,  Saratoga  County,  November  28,  1822,  and 
fully  completed  on  September  10,  1823,  at  a  cost 
of  $875,000,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  feeder  at 
Glen's  Falls. 

At  the  date  of  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
in  1825,  it  was  very  small  in  comparison  with  its 
present  size;  it  was  then  only  forty  feet  wide  and 
four  feet  deep;  boats  when  loaded  could  not  draw- 
more  than  three  and  a  half  feet  of  water.  The 
boats  were  also  very  small,  being  about  eighty 
feet  long  and  fourteen  and  a  half  feet  wide,  and 
could  only  carry  about  one-fourth  as  much  freight 
as  the  largest  boats  in  present  use. 

In  1837  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal  was 
made  in  this  village;  its  depth  was  increased  to 
seven  feet,  by  means  of  removing  eighteen  inches 
of  earth  from  the  bottom,  and  raising  the  banks 
the  same  number  ofinches;  the  width  was  also  in- 
creased to  seventy  feet,  by  removing  thirty  feet  of 
earth  from  the  east  side  of  the  original  bank.  In 
the  early  years  of  the  canal  the  principal  business 
done  the."eon  was  the  carrying  of  passengers,  the 
boats  being  providetl  with  large  cabins  at  both 
ends  for  their  accommodation,  tlie  center  portion 
being  used  for  freight  and  baggage.  These  boats 
could  only  carry  about  forty  or  fifty  tons  of  freight. 
At  this  time  nearly  all  the  boats  were  owned  and 
run  by  capitalists,  who  formed  themselves  into 
companies,  called  •' lines. '"  At  this  time  the  pas- 
senger travel  was  very  large,  as  this  mode  of  trav- 
eling was  much  pleasanter  and  cheaper  than  by 
stage  coach.  None  of  the  line  boats  carried  horses 
on  their  boats,  but  were  towed  by  horses,  kept  at 
convenient  points  along  the  canal  where  each  line 
had  its  stables  and  horses  fur  that  purpose.  It  was 
no  uncommon  sight  to  see  a  whole  family,  with 
their  household  etfects,  load  the  same  up'.n  a  boat 
and  lake  passage  for  the  west,  w  hither  they  were 
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emigrating;  also,  large  parties  of  foreign  emigrants, 
bound  for  the  west,  would  pass  through  this  village 
on  board  these  passenger  boats,  and  they  would  | 
sit  upon  the  decks,  with  dirTerent  musical  instru-  j 
ments,  which  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  I 
play  and  sing  their  native  melodies  as  they  passed  I 
through  the  village.  As  a  general  rule,  all  first- 
class  passengers  going  to  or  from  the  city  of  Albany 
did  not  pass  through  this  village,  but  would  leave 
or  take  the  beats,  as  the  case  might  be,  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Schenectady,  there  being  a  regular  line  of 
stage  coaches  that  ran  from  Albany  to  Schenectady 
for  that  purpose;  the  reason  being  that  the  route 
was  much  shorter,  besides  much  time  was  lost  in 
locking  the  boats  through  the  several  locks  be- 
tween this  village  and  the  village  of  Cohoes. 
Among  the  first  boats  run  upon  the  canals  were 
the  boats  called  bateaux,  which  had  formerly  run 
upon  the  Mohawk  River  between  Schenectady  and 
Utica  and  intermediate  points,  for  carr}"ing  freight; 
these  boats  were  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  were 
about  sixty  feet  long  and  nine  or  ten  feet  wide. 
Prior  to  about  the  year  1840  many  of  the  canal 
boats  that  ran  upon  the  Hudson  River  were  pro- 
vided with  movable  masts,  riggingand  sails,  which 
would  be  set  up  after  the  boat  had  been  locked 
into  the  river. 

The  business  of  towing  canal  boats  upon  the 
Hudson  River,  by  means  of  steam-tugs  or  boats, 
was  not  introduced  until  about  the  year  1 S45.  Pre-  | 
vious  to  this  date  it  had  been  the  general  custom 
to  transfer  the  freight  from  the  canal  boats,  either 
at  Troy  or  Albany,  to  large  boats  calleil  barges, 
and  in  that  manner  take  all  freight  to  New  York 
and  intermediate  points  upon  the  river;  the  barges 
being  towed  by  steam  tow-boats.  The  first  reg- 
ular line  of  canal  boats  that  ran  through  from 
Buffalo  to  New  York  City  was  established  and  run 
by  William  C.  Rice,  of  Troy,  in  1845. 

In  1825  the  place  for  weighing  canal  boats,  called 
the  Weighlock,  was  located  on  the  south  side 
of  Union  street,  a  short  distance  west  of  Broadway. 
The  weighlock   building  was   a   small  wooden 
structure,  and  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  weight  I 
of  a  boat  was  to  run  the  same  into  a  large  stone  I 
reservoir,  or  lock,  which  was  connected  with  the 
canal  by  means  of  a  gate,  and  then  close  the  gate,  | 
when  the  water  which  was  then  in  this  large  reservoir  j 
or  lock  was  drawn  off  into  a  small  reservoir,  located  j 
below  the  level  of  the  large  lock,  and  the  water  \ 
thus  drawr/  off  was  measured,  and  from  the  meas-  \ 
urement  thereof  the  weight  of  the  boat  and  cargo  j 
was  ascertaineil.    This  mode  of  weighing  did  not 
prove  a  success,  as  it  was  very  inaccurate,  and  a  few  I 
years  thereafter  it  was  abandoned  and  the  mode  of 
weighing  by  means  of  scales  was  ailopted;  by  this  | 
last-mentioned  mode,  when  the  water  was  drawn  1 
from  the  lock,  the  boat  rested  upon  a  framework  I 
made  of  timber  which  was  suspended  upon  hcavv  i 
chains,  and  these  chains  were  connected  to  an  iron  i 
beam,  which  ran  overhead  from  the  lock  into  the  i 
office  or  building,  where  it  was  connected  with  a  ! 
platform,  upon  which  were  placed  iron  weights,  ! 
the  beam  being  so  balanced  that  a  weight  of  31^  i 
lbs.  upon  this  platform  represented  the  weight  of  j 


one  ton  upon  the  frame  in  the  lock  upon  which 
tlie  boats  rested.  In  weighing  a  boat  by  this  last- 
mentioned  mode,  it  was  nece-sary  to  put  on  or  take 
off  these  heavy  iron  weights  used  ui)on  the  plat- 
form, according  to  the  weight  of  the  boat  and  cargo, 
if  loaded,  and  in  some  cases,  in  the  weighing  of  one 
boat,  it  was  necessary  to  handle  seventy  or  more 
of  these  heavy  weights. 

This  mode  was  more  accurate  than  the  former 
method,  but  it  required  much  time  and  labor  on 
account  of  the  necessity  of  handling  the  heavy 
weights;  this  mode  remained  in  use  until  1S33, 
when  the  present  weighlock  was  built,  at  the  north- 
ern terminus  of  this  village,  and  the  present  easy 
mode  of  weighing  by  means  of  weights  sliding 
upon  scale  beams  was  introduced. 

Although  the  Erie  Canal  was  not  fully  completed 
from  Buffalo  to  Albany  until  October,  1825,  yet  as 
earlv  as  (3ctober,  1823,  it  was  so  far  completed  as 
to  allow  the  running  of  boats  from  this  village  to 
Rochester,  as  is  shown  by  an  account  of  the  same- 
published  in  Thti  Troy  Senlinel  of  October  10, 
1823,  as  follows: 

"  The  opening  of  the  f'rie  Canal  on  Wednesday, 
the  8th  of  October,  1823,  was  celebrated  by  the 
people  of  Troy  in  the  following  practical  manner. 
When  the  procession  of  boats  from  the  junction  of 
the  western  and  northern  canals  had  passed  on  to 
Albany,  according  to  the  order  of  arrangements 
previously  made,  the  Trojan  Trader,  a  western 
freight  boat,  came  down  to  the  bridge  near  the 
Gibbonsville  (West  Troy)  basin,  opposite  this  city, 
and  took  on  board  the  first  load  of  merchandise 
sent  from  the  Hudson  west  on  the  Krie  Canal. 
The  goods  had  been  purchased  several  days  and 
were  only  waiting  for  the  navigation  to  be  opened. 
As  the  occasion  was  new  and  interesting  to  us 
here,  our  merchants  took  some  little  pains  to  man- 
ifest their  gratification.  As  the  side-cut  into  the 
river  opposite  to  Troy  was  not  yet  done,  and  as  the 
junction  canal,  though  completed  and  filled  with 
water,  could  not  yet  be  opened,  so  as  to  permit  the 
Trojan  Trader  to  come  around  b}'  Waterford,  down 
the  Hudson,  to  be  loaded  at  the  wharf,  it  became 
necessary  to  transport  the  goods  on  wheels  across 
the  river  to  the  place  of  embarkation  on  the  main 
trunk  of  the  canal.  Accordinglv,  in  the  morning, 
this  necessity  being  intimated'  to  the  carmen  of 
Troy,  wiih  an  alacrity  highly  honorable  to  their 
public  spirit,  they  volunteered  their  services  with 
one  accord,  to  take  the  goods  over.  Ai'ter  loading 
their  teams,  they  proceeded  in  two  divisions  to  the 
two  ferries,  and  being,  through  the  liberality  of 
Mr.  Vanderhyilen,  the  proprietor  of  the  two  fer- 
ries, taken  across  in  his  horse  boats,  toll  free,  they 
had  the  goods  all  on  the  bank  of  the  canal  l)y 
twelve  o'clock.  Several  of  our  citizens  lent  their 
assistance  to  load  the  boat,  and  at  two  o'clock,  the 
Trader  having  on  board  upward  of  iwemy-five 
tons  of  merchandise,  with  her  flag  flying,  and  amid 
the  cheers  of  assembled  Trojans,  started  for  the 
west.  The  Tnjau  Trader  is  commandetl  by 
Captain  Brace;  she  is  bound  for  Rochester,  and  on 
her  flag  arc  painted  the  following  words:  'From 
Tro}';  the  jirsl  wester n  boat  loaded  at  Hudson  Riier. ' 


THE  VILLAGE  OF  WEST  TROY, 


There  were  between  eight  and  ten  tons  of  mer- 
chandise which  the  Trader  could  nut  take;  these 
were  put  on  board  2'he  J'rcy,  another  western 
boat,  owned  at  Auburn." 

The  side-cut  opposite  to  Troy,  and  known  as 
the  upper  side-cut,  was  completed  on  Saturday, 
November  15,  1823.  In  the  afternoon  the  locks 
were  in  readiness,  the  water  was  let  in,  and  the 
packet-boat  Superior,  witli  a  large  party  of  citizens 
on  board,  passed  through  and  crossed  the  river 
to  Troy.  Two  freight-boats  followed  the  Superior, 
and  unloaded  their  cargoes  at  the  river  wharves  of 
Troy,  one  being  laden  with  staves,  and  the  other 
with  wheat. 

Another  very  interesting  event  in  connection 
with  the  Erie  Canal  took  place  in  this  village  in 
1824,  this  being  a  visit,  or  rather  the  passing 
through  this  village,  of  General  La  FayeUe  on 
Saturday,  September  18,  1824,  at  the  time  of  his 
memorable  visit  at  Troy,  and  is  thus  described  in 
T/ie  Sen/inel  of  September  21  of  that  year:  "Re- 
ception of  La  Fayette  in  Troy. — On  -Saturday  last 
Troy  had  the  happiness  to  receive  La  Fayette. 
The  day  was  uncommonly  serene,  and  the  cere- 
monies were  appropriate  and  interesting.  Indeed, 
considering  the  uncertainly  that  existed  until 
Friday  concerning  the  time  of  the  General's 
arrival  and  stay  among  us,  the  committee  are  en- 
titled to  very  emphatic  praise.  The  General,  ac- 
companied by  his  suite,  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York  and  his  suite,  and  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Albany,  came  up  from 
Albany  on  the  canal,  in  the  packet-boat  Schenec- 
tady. He  was  expected  as  early  as  ten  o'clock, 
but  it  had  been  found  impossible  by  the  Albany 
Committee  to  depart  from  their  city  sufficiently 
early  for  that  purpose.  At  half-past  one,  however, 
the  cannon  at  the  L'nited  States  Arsenal  in 
Gibbonsville  (West  Troy)  announced  his  approach 
in  a  national  salute,  and  at  two  o'clock  he  reached 
the  side-cut.  There  he  was  met  by  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Troy  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
and  the  packet-boat  Schenectady,  with  all  on  board, 
was  taken  down  through  the  locks  into  the  river. 
Near  the  mouth  of  the  side-cut,  eight  boats  were 
waiting  to  tow  the  Schenectady  across  to  the  city. 
The  boats  were  each  fitted  with  a  mast,  on  which 
was  hoisted  the  national  flag;  each  was  furnished 
with  four  strong  oarsmen,  and  in  the  stern  of 
each,  to^uide  the  movement,  sat  the  master  of  the 
sloop  to  which  the  boat  belonged.  The  boats, 
being  arranged  in  line  and  connected  by  hawsers, 
took  the  Schenectady  in  tow,  and  pulling  out  into 
the  river  far  enough  to  clear  the  point  of  the  shoal 
that  stretches  along  the  south  side  of  the  channel 
leading  from  the  lock,  they  turned  with  a  graceful 
sweep  down  the  river,  and  gave  to  view  the  beauti- 
ful line  in  its  whole  length.  After  the  General 
with  his  retinue  had  passed  the  Cniied  States 
Arsenal  on  his  way  to  the  side-cut,  five  beautiful 
uniformed  companies  from  Albany,  who  had 
escorted  him  from  that  city,  crossing  at  the 
ferry,  united  witii  the  military  of  Troy,  and  the 
whole  were  paraded  in  Ferry  street  to  wait  his 
landing." 


FEKRIKS. 

At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  uf  this  village 
(1836)  there  were  two  ferries — one  at  the  foot  of 
Ferrv  street,  called  the  Gibbonsville  Ferry;  the 
other  at  the  foot  of  Canal  street  (now  Central  ave- 
nue), called  the  West  Troy  Ferry.  Previous  to 
about  this  date,  this  last-mentioned  ferry  was 
owned  by  one  Derrick  Y.  Yanderheyden,  of  Troy, 
and  was  called  the  Yanderheyden  Ferry,  and  was 
purchased  by  the  West  Troy  Company  about  this 
date  from  Mr.  Yanderheyden.  The  ferry-boats 
were  then  propelled  by  means  of  horse  power,  the 
horses  being  on  the  boats  and  created  the  power 
which  moved  the  paddles.  These  boats  had  no 
cabins  or  other  covering,  and  only  a  few  wooden 
benches  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers. 
They  could  carry  about  six  teams  of  horses,  with 
their  wagons.  1  he  rates  charged  were  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  for  single  horse  and  wagon;  nineteen 
cents  for  team  of  horses  and  wagon;  passengers, 
three  cents  each.  During  the  winter  months  these 
rates  were  doubled  in  case  the  boats  were  able  to 
run.  These  horse-ferry-boats  which  for  many  years 
plied  between  this  village  and  Troy  were  first  placed 
upon  the  river  in  May,  181 9,  and  the  first  boat  in- 
troduced and  used  is  referred  to  in  the  Troy 
Budget  o(  June  the  first,  as  follows:  "The  Horse- 
Boat  invented  by  Mr.  Langdon  has  been  in  opera- 
tion at  Mr.  Yan  Derheyden's  ferry  in  this  city  dur- 
ing last  week.  The  machinery  is  built  upon  a 
common  scow.  The  boat  crosses  the  river,  which 
is  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  in  four  minutes. 
It  is  confidently  expected  that  for  the  purjiose  of 
dispatch  and  on  the  ground  of  economy  this  boat 
will  be  in  high  repute  and  general  use  throughout 
the  United  States.'' 

The  terry  above  referred  to  as  the  West 
Troy  Ferry  was  established  by  Derrick  Yan  der 
Heyden,  but  at  what  date  cannot  be  ascertained, 
but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  soon  after  he  pur- 
chased the  land  or  farm  upon  which  the  City  of 
Troy  is  now  situated,  which  was  in  1707;  and  in 
the  year  1794  this  ferry  was  being  conducted  by 
his  son,  Jacob  D.  Yan  Derheyden.  This  ferry  at 
the  present  time  is  principally  owned  and  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  George  IMark,  of  the  town  of 
Watervliet,  and  from  papers  in  his  possession, 
which  contain  a  sworn  statement  made  by  Cor- 
nelius Marshall,  it  appears  that  in  1777  tl;^ 
American  troops  which  took  an  active  part  in  the 
battle  at  Stillwater  between  the  American  troops 
under  Gen.  Gates  and  the  British  troops  under 
Gen.  Burgoyne  crossed  at  this  ferry.  The  troops 
were  ferried  across  by  means  of  lashing  together 
fiat-boats,  called  bateaux.  ^Ir.  Marshall  was  at 
this  time  employed  at  this  ferry,  and  was  14  years 
of  age. 

In  1807  Daniel  T.  Wandell,  of  Troy,  established 
and  ran  a  ferry,  called  the  "  Middle  Ferry,  "  which 
ran  from  a  point  in  this  village,  then  Gibbonsville, 
near  Bulfalo  street,  to  a  point  on  die  Troy  side  of 
the  river,  a  short  distance  south  of  Division  street, 
at  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Wandell.  In  the  year 
1 8 10  Mr.  Wandell  sold  this  ferr\-  to  Derrick  Y. 
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Vanderheyden,  who  thereupon  discontinued  it. 
For  several  years  previous  to  1834  Mr.  \V.\ndcll 
was  the  general  superintendent  of  the  West  Troy 
Ferry  and  the  Gihbonsviilc  Ferry,  they  being  at  that 
time  the  only  ferries  running.  The  iirst  ferry-boat 
run  by  steam  power  was  run  at  the  West  Troy 
Ferry  by  Mr.  Wandell  about  the  year  1S33,  but  it 
did  not  prove  a  success,  and  was  soon  abandoned. 
Soon  after  the  purchase  of  the  Vanderheyden  Ferry 
by  the  West  Troy  Company  this  company  also 
purchased  the  Gibbonsville  Ferry. and  discontinued 
it,  the  object  of  the  company  being  to  compel  the 
travel  to  come  further  up  town,  and  thereby  build 
up  and  increase  the  value  of  the  real  estate  owned 
by  this  company. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  three  steam  pas- 
senger ferries  running  between  this  village  and  the 
City  of  Troy,  the  oldest  of  these  ferries  being  the 
one  heretofore  referred  to  as  running  from  the  foot 
of  Central  avenue,  and  is  now  commonly  called 
the  "  IMark.  Ferry;"  another,  running  from  the  pier 
or  extreme  southerly  point  of  Green  Island,  near 
the  foot  of  Union  street,  in  this  village.  This  ferry  is 
owned  and  run  by  Messrs. Thomas  Rath,  John  Reily 
and  Joseph  McLean.  The  other  one,  running 
from  a  point  a  short  distance  north  of  North 
street,  near  the  United  States  Arsenal.  This  ferry  is 
now  owned  and  run  by  Messrs.  Clark  W.  Delano 
and  Frederick  T.  Hathaway. 

The  large  highway  iron  bridge,  which  connects 
this  village  with  Troy,  running  from  the  foot  of 
Genesee  street  in  this  village  to  the  foot  of  Con- 
gress street  in  that  city,  was  erected  by  the  Troy 
and  West  Troy  Bridge  Company.  This  company 
was  incorporated  by  a  special  act  of  legislature, 
passed  April  23,  1872;  the  work  of  construction 
was  commenced  on  the  I2th  day  of  September  of 
that  year,  and  the  bridge  completed  October  i, 
1874;  the  total  cost  of  bridge  and  approaches 
being  $350,000. 

S.\ILING  VESSELS  ON  THE  RIVER. 

Previous  to  1850  the  greater  portion  of  the 
freight  carried  upon  the  Hudson  river  was  by  sail- 
ing vessels,  which  were  called  •'  sloops,  "  "  schoon- 
ers," or  "scows,"  according  to  their  size  and 
manner  of  construction.  The  business  of  carrying 
passengers  by  sailing  vessels  was  abandoned  as 
early  as  1836.  A  very  large  business  in  the  trans- 
fer and  sale  of  lumber  was  carried  on  at  this  vil- 
lage from  1832  to  1845,  the  lumber  coming  down 
the  canal  on  canal  boats,  and  being  unloaded  here 
it  would  then  be  reloaded  upon  the  sailing  vessels 
for  shipment  down  the  river.  About  one  hundred 
and  thirty  vessels  were  engaged  in  this  business  at 
this  village.  The  river  docks  where  they  were 
loaded  were  north  of  Genesee  street  and  south  of 
ButTalo  street;  the  river  front  lying  between  these 
two  streets  was  not  at  that  time  filled  in  and 
docked  so  that  boats  could  load  and  unload  there- 
from. 

This  village  was  the  home  of  many  of  the 
owners  and  captains  of  these  sailing  crafts,  of 
which  the  following  were  the  most  important: 


Sloops — .\merican  Banner,  Capt.  Thomas  RatT- 
crly;  i\ctive,  Capt.  Butler  Hubbard:  Burlington, 
Caj)t.  Silas  Betts;  Samuel  Ikewster,  Capt.  Andrew 
Hitchcock;  Belvedere,  Capt.  Peler  Hicks;  Commo- 
dore Rogers,  C;i[)t.  James  Warford;  Clarissa, 
Cai)t.  George  Collins;  Clinton,  Capt.  Robert 
Robinson;  Currier,  Capt.  Thomas  Anderson;  Con- 
vevance,  Capt.  Stephen  Washburn,  Sr. ;  David  D. 
Crane,  Capt.  Asahel  W.  Gilbert;  Don  Ramone, 
Capt.  Harlow  Rhodes;  Fo.\,  Capt.  Stephen  Wash- 
burn, Sr.;  Henry  Gage,  Capt.  William  Lobdell; 
Highlander,  Capt.  Wm.  Crawford;  James  North, 
Capt.  William  Foot;  Juno,  Capt.  John  Silliman: 
Kinderhook,  Capt.  James  Warford;  Leader,  Caj)!. 
William  Wood;  Jane  ]McCoy,  Capt.  Andrew  Foster; 
Martha  .\nn,  Capt.  James  Hardy;  Minerva,  Capt. 
John  King;  William  Mayo,  Capt.  Menecly  Hitch- 
cock; Mechanic,  Capt.  Isaac  Hubbard;  Nordi 
America,  Capt.  Daniel  Curtis;  'Miriam,  Capt.  Isaac 
R.  Getty;  Pilot,  Capt.  John  King;  Ranger,  Capt. 
David  King;  Peter  Ritter,  Capt.  Charles  Mead: 
Superior,  Capt.  Isaac  R.  Getty;  Shepherdess,  Capt. 
Patrick  Lamb;  Senator,  Capt.  Isaac  Hitchcock; 
Pierre  Van  Cordandt,  Capt.  Jacob  Young;  Robert 
Wiltsev,  Capt.  William  Harvev;  John  Ward,  Capt. 
Alfred' :\Iof  her. 

Schooners — Thomas  H.  Benton,  Capt.  John  Gar- 
rahan  ;  Ballston,  Capt.  William  Wood  :  Cadmus, 
Capt.  Andrew  Hitchcock  ;  Eleanor,  Capt.  John 
Evertsen  ;  Isaac  Merritt,  Capt.  James  Wood  ; 
Marv  Anna,  Capt.  Asahel  W.  Gilbert  ;  Meridan, 
Capt.  Henr\-  Evertsen;  Miller.  Capt.  INIedad  Wood; 
Commodore  Porter,  Capt.  Richard  McLaughlin  ; 
Regulator,  Capt.  Henry  Finch  ;  Andrew  Stewart, 
Capt.  Asahel  W.Gilbert;  David  Smith,  Capt.  James 
Farrell  ;  Stranger,  Capt.  Edward  Lane  :  Ann 
S.  Salter,  Capt.  Asahel  W.  Gilbert  ;  Caleb  Wright, 
Capt.  Jonathan  Patridge. 

Scows — Grampus,  Capt.  Washington  Muwry: 
Hercules,  Capt.  James  Hitchcock:  Ohio,  Capt. 
Hiram  Tinslar;  United  States,  Capt.  Stephen  Wash- 
burn, Jr.;  Globe,  Capt.  James  Hillis. 

Of  the  captains  above  mentioned  only  a  few 
now  remain  residents  of  this  village,  the  greater 
number  having  died,  while  a  few  have  removed  ; 
and  of  those  now  living  and  residing  here  may 
be  mentioned  Isaac  R.  Gettv  and  Asahel  W. 
Gilbert. 

Captain  Getty  was  born  at  Lansingburgh,  Rens- 
selaer County,  N.  Y.,  November  24,  1S07,  and 
began  to  run  upon  the  river  when  17  years  of  age, 
and  came  to  this  village  to  reside  in  183 8.  He 
followed  the  river  for  fifty-five  years,  and  is  now 
the  oldest  river  captain  residing  in  this  village.  At 
different  times  during  the  period  of  55  years  which 
he  was  upon  the  river  he  was  master  of  seven 
different  sailing  vessels  and  eleven  different  steam 
vessels. 

Captain  Gilbert  was  born  in  Troy  in  18 19,  and 
followed  the  river  from  1829  to  1S70;  he  came  to 
this  village  to  reside  in  1S45.  During  the  time  he 
followed  the  river  he  was  at  different  periods  cap- 
tain often  dilTerent  sailing  vessels  and  five  steam 
vessels.  He  also  built  and  sold  a  number  of  sail- 
ing crafts. 
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I.OCAI.  NAMES  IN"  THE  VILLACE. 

By  common  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
village,  diflerent  localities  in  the  village  have  ob-  j 
tained  local  names,  such  as  "Port  Shad,"  "  Tcni-  i 
perance  Plill,"  "  Shanghai,  "  and  "  Durinsville." 

"Port  Shad,"  being  the  extremes  uutlierly  part  of  1 
the  village,  obtained  the  title  a  number  of  years  ago 
by  reason  of  the  large  number  of  shad  that  was 
caught  there. 

'  'Temperance  Hill "  is  that  part  of  the  high  ground 
in  th's  village  which  lies  west  of  the  Krie  Canal  and 
between  the  United  States  Arsenal  and  Buffalo 
street.  About  the  year  1838  there  was  a  great 
temperance  movement  in  this  village,  and  a  tem- 
perance society  formed  with  about  i,  700  members. 
This  society  decided  to  give  a  grand  Fourth  of 
July  picnic,  and  selected  this  hill  as  the  place  to 
hold  it.  The  picnic  was  a  great  success,  and  at 
the  dinner  one  of  the  prominent  members,  Mr. 
Lewis  Rousseau,  proposed  that  the  hill  upon 
which  they  were  holding  the  entertainment  should 
be  called  "Temperance  Hill,"  and  thereafter,  by 
common  consent,  this  name  was  adopted  by  the 
residents  of  this  village.  At  the  time  of  the  hold- 
ing of  this  picnic  that  part  of  the  village  west  of 
the  canal  was  vacant  ground,  there  being  only 
about  a  half  a  dozen  buildings  erected  west  of  the 
canal. 

"Shanghai  "  is  the  name  of  that  part  of  this  village 
which  is  west  of  W'dliam  street  in  the  vicinity  of 
Union  street.  This  name  originated  several  years 
ago  from  the  fact  that  one  Daniel  Carthv,  who 
owned  considerable  property,  and  resided  in  this 
vicinity,  was  very  fond  of  fancy  poultry,  and  he  in- 
troduced and  raised  the  first  Shanghai  roosters  in 
the  village,  and  they  were  a  great  curiosity  to  the 
residents,  who  transferred  the  name  of  the  fowl  to 
the  locality. 

"Durinsville  '  is  that  part  of  this  village  which 
lies  west  of  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Erie  Canal,  at 
the  extreme  northern  part  of  the  village.  This 
name  originated  several  years  ago  from  the  name 
of  a  family  called  Durin,  who  resided  in  that 
vicinity. 

Another  local  name,  which  is  now  only  a  matter 
of  history,  is  that  of  "Stone  Hook.''  This  name 
was  given  to  a  group  of  rocks  which  stood  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  at  and  near  the  foot  of  Buffalo 
street.  These  rocks  \\ere  not  very  large,  but  were 
very  prominent  by  reason  of  their  being  the  only 
rocks  or  high  ground  for  some  distance  upon  the 
west  bank  of  the  river.  They  were  removed  a 
number  of  years  ago.  The  residence  of  Mr.  John 
I..  Winne,  upon  the  southeast  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Buffalo  street,  now  calleil  the  "Rock  House, 
is  built  upon  one  of  these  rocks,  and  thus  obtained 
its  name.  This  group  of  rocks  was  also  called 
"  Steen-Hoeck  "  and  "Stony  Point"  as  well  as 
"Stone  Hook."  'Ihis  name  was  in  use  as  early  as 
1673,  and  was  used  as  a  point  of  locality  in  con- 
veyances of  real  estate  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river.  Stonehook  Creek  was  the  original  name  of 
ihe  creek  which  runs  through  this  village,  and  now 
called  Dry  River. 


CHIRCHES. 

The  first  church  ever  organized  and  located 
within  the  limits  which  now  comprise  this  village 
was  the  "  Reformed  Protestant  l)utch  Church  of 
Washington  and  Gibbonsville, "  organized  by  the 
Classis  of  Albany  in  die  }-ear  1814.    The  first  rec- 
ord of  this  organization  reads  as  follows:     "At  a 
meeting  held  in  the  school-house  in  the  village  of 
Washington,  agreeably  to  notice,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  elders  and  deacons  to  manage  the  con- 
cerns  of  a  church  to  be  organized,   Peter  S. 
Schuvler  was  chairman,  and  Volkert  D.  Oathout 
clerk.'    Peter  S.  Schuyler  and  Vulkcrt  D.  Oathout 
were   elected   elders,  and   Samuel  Phillips  and 
Stephen   Conger   deacons.       Dated    March  19, 
1S14."    The  consistory  of  this  church  united  with 
that  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  located  on 
the  Boght,  in  the  town  of  Watervliet.  and  called 
the  Rev.  Robert  Bronk,  who  preached  alternately 
in  these  churches — the  services  here  being  held  in 
the  old  school-house.    This  building  still  stands 
on  the  rear  of  the  lot  of  i\Ir.  James  Forsyth  on 
Broadway,  near  the  present  brick  school-house. 
The  actual  organization  of  this  church  dates  from 
Sunday,  March  22,  18 14,  when,  immediately  after 
divine  service,  held  in  the  old  school-house,  upon 
which  occasion  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Bradford,  of  Albany, 
preached,  the  above-named  persons  were  ordained, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church.    The  salary  of  the  Rev.   Mr.  Bronk  as 
pastor  of  this  church  was  Sjco,  to  be  paid  semi- 
annually.     Mr.   Bronk  continued  his  labors  as 
pastor  of  these  two  churches  for  about  ten  years,  when 
he  resigned  his  charge  of  the  church  at  the  Boght, 
and  devoted  his  whole  time  to  this  church  until 
1834,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health. 
DirecUy  after  the  organization,  this  congregation 
made  a  move  to  build  a  church,  and  on  July  10, 
1 816,  the  first  church  was  dedicated,  the  corner- 
stone having  been  laid  in  April,  1815.    This  edi- 
fice was   erected    upon  a  plot  of  ground  now 
occupied  by  a  brick  dwelling  owned  by  Mrs.  Man- 
sion, located  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  about 
three  hundred  feet  north  of  North  street,  and  cost 
85,568.    This  plot  of  ground  was  donated  by 
John  Schuyler,   Jr.,   and  James  Gibbons.  The 
Rev.   John  Woods   becanie  the  next   pastor  of 
this  church,   but  remained  only  a  tew  months. 
The  services  were  irregularly  conducted  by  difler- 
ent ministers  until  the  spring  of  1S38,  when  the 
Rev.  Oscar  H.  Gregory,   D.  D.,  became  pastor. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  greater  portion  of  the 
congregation  of  this  church  were  residents  of  that 
portion  of  the  village  north  of  the  United  States 
Arsenal,  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new  and  more 
convenient  house  of  worship.     In  1S38  a  lot  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Washington  and  Buflalo 
streets  was  selected  as  a  site  for  the  new  church. 
In  August,    1839,  the  corner-stone  for  the  new 
church  was  laid  by  Rev.  Oscar  H.  Gregory.  D.  D.. 
and  the  next  \ear  the  new  church  was  dedicated, 
the  sermon  at  the  tleilicatory  service  being  preached 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Wyckofi",  of  Albany.    The  cost  of 
this  edifice  was  $12,^22.      For  a  few  years  ser- 
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vices  were  held  in  the  ohl  church,  commonly 
called  the  "South  Church,'' in  the  morninE:,  and 
in  the  afternoon  and  cvenini;  in  the  new  churcli, 
commonly  called  the  Xwrih  Church."  In  1S44 
the  parish  was  divided,  and  the  old  church,  on  ac- 
count of  financial  embarrassment,  was  sold  bv 
order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  was  purchased 
by  Hon.  Clarkson  F.  Crosby,  and  thus  ended  the 
original  organization  known  as  the  '■Reformed 
Protestant  l)utch  Church  of  Washington  and  Gib- 
bonsville. " 

On  the  1 8th  day  of  June,  1884,  the  "South  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  the  village  of 
West  Troy  "  was  organized,  with  Philip  S.  Schuyler, 
Robert  Dunlop  and  John  C.  Schuyler  elders, 
and  David  ]\Ioore  and  Stephen  C.  Dermott 
deacons,  with  thirty-six  other  members,  and  the 
old  church  was  then  sold  by  Mr.  Crosby  to  the 
new  orgarrization.  In  1 840  the  "  New  Church, '' 
or  "North  Church,''  as  it  had  been  theretofore 
known,  changed  its  name  and  corporate  title  to  the 
"North  Reformed  Church  of  West  Troy, "and 
these  churches  thereafter  became  separate  and 
distinct  organizations,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gregory  re- 
maining as  the  pastor  of  the  North  Reformed 
Church. 

Trinity  Cfnirch  (Episcojial)  was  organized  and  in- 
corporated in  1834.  For  two  years  previous  to  that 
time  the  Rev.  Dr.  David  Butler  and  liis  assistant,  of 
St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  of  Troy,  held  mission 
services  in  a  small  wooden  school-house  on  the 
west  side  of  Burlington  street,  a  short  distance 
north  of  Union  street  :  but  two  families  formed 
the  nucleus  of  the  congregation,  being  those  of 
Raymond  Taylor  and  James  Lobdell.  The  first 
vestry  of  Trinity  Church  was  made  up  as  follows  : 
Rector,  the  Rev.  James  Tappan  ;  Wardens,  James 
Lobdell  and  A.  S.  Blackman  ;  Vestrymen,  Rav- 
mond  Taylor,  John  ]\Iason,  Glover  Blackman, 
F^dgar  Botsf<:)rd,  Gilbert  C.  Bedell,  Thomas  Evans, 
John  Worthington  and  Jonathan  Hart.  The  Rev. 
I\Ir.  Tappan  commenced  his  work  here  in  june, 
1834,  and  held  service  in  Port  Schuvler.  Gibbons- 
ville,  and  West  Troy,  the  parish  having  no  regular 
place  for  holding  services.  Mr.  Tappan  resigned 
in  May,  1836,  and  in  December  of  that  year 
the  Rev.  William  C.  Cooley  became  rector,  but 
only  remained  about  ten  months,  during  which 
time  (1837)  the  first  church  edifice  was  erected. 
This  was  sNbrick  building  and  was  located  on  the 
west  side  of  Salem  street,  between  Middle  and 
Spring  streets.  This  church  was  consecrated  on 
June  4,  1837,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Onderdonk. 
In  October,  1837,  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis  became  rector 
of  this  parish,  and  remained  as  such  until  Novem- 
ber,'i838. 

Owing  to  the  great  distance  and  trouble  of 
reaching  the  church  edifice  on  Salem  street,  the 
people  in  the  northern  and  central  part  of  the  vil- 
lage organized  and  incorporateil  a  new  church  or 
parish,  called  St.  Luke's,  on  Novembe*-  19,  1838, 
and  called  the  Rev.  Washington  Van  Zandt  as 
rector,  who  remained  as  such  for  the  short  time 
which  this  new  parish  remained  a  separate  parish. 
In  1839  the  Rev.  Aliva  T.  Twing  became  rector 


I  of  Trinity  parish,  and  through  his  influence  the 
parish  of  St.  Luke's  was  abandoned  and  became 
,  again  a  part  of  Trinity  parish.     Dr.  A.  T.  Twing 
j  remained  two  vears,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
I  William  H.  A.  Bisscll,  who,  on  January  i,  184  i, 
I  became  the  rector  of  the  united  parishes  of  Trinity 
Church  and  St.    Luke's  Chapel.     The  Rev.  Mr. 
Bissell  divided  his  time  between  Trinity  and  St. 
Luke's,  the  services  of  the  latter  being  held  in  a 
j  building  erected  by  St.  Luke's  parish,  and  situate 
I  on  the  north  side  of  Canal  street  (no\v  Central 
j  avenue),  between  Broadway  and  the  Erie  Canal. 
I  In  1844  the  church  edifice  on  Salem  street  was 
I  sold,  and  a  few  years  afterward  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  After  the  sale  of  the  church,  all  services  were 
held  at  St.  Luke's  Chapel.     In  September,  1S45, 
the  Rev.    Joshua  Weaver  became  rector  of  the 
parish,  and  on  January   10.    184S,   the  present 
church  edifice  was  consecrated  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
Alonzo  Potter,  of  Pennsylvania.     In  April,  1S51, 
Rev.  ?klr.  Weaver  resigned,  and  in  May  (jf  the  same 
year  the  Rev.  Philander  K.  Cady  became  rector. 
During  ]\Ir.  Cady's  rectorship  a  parish  school  was 
established,  which  was  successful  during  his  rector- 
ship, and  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter.  Mr. 
Cady  remained  rector  for  si.\  years,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  Charles       Homer,  who  remained 
until  July,  1858. 
I      On  November  i,   185S,  the  Rev.  George 
i  Hathaway  became  rector,  and  remained  until  July, 
1863.    On  November  i,  1863,  the  Rev.  Joseph  's. 
Saunders  became  rector,  and  during  his  rectorship 
the  three-story  brick  rectory,  north  of  the  church 
edifice,  was  built.     In  May,   1S67,  ^Ir.  Saunders 
resigned.    In  August,  1867,  the  Rev.  John  Town- 
send  was  installed  as  rector,  and  after  a  service  of 
six  and  one-half  years,  he  resigned  in  February, 
1874.     In  I\Iay,  1874,  the  Rev.  Henry  H.  Oberly 
was  installed  as  rector,  and  in  1879  resigned.  In 
June,  1879,  the  Rev.   George  F.   Breed  became 
rector,   and    remained  as    such    until  January, 
1883,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  in 
March  by  the  Rev.  E.  Bayard  Smith,  the  present 
incumbent     In   1875  a  mission  chapel  in  con- 
nection with  this  church  was  erected  on  Groton 
street,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  village,  and 
^  called  St.  Gabriel's  Chapel.     In  1878  a  mission 
j  chapel  in  connection  with  this  church  was  erected 
!  on  Ford  street,  in  the  northern  part  uf  the  village, 
i  and  called  St.  Andrew's  Chapel. 

The  present  church  edifice,  which  was  erected 
j  in  1848,  is  a  wooden  building,  which  cost  about 
I  S  10,000.     In   1865  this  edifice  was  enlarged  by 
adding  a  wing  on  the  south  side,  and  increas- 
ing  the  seating  capacity  about    100.     In  1877 
this  edifice  was  still  further  enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion of  an  organ  chantber  on  the  southeast  corner. 
1      In  18S2  the  present  chapel  was  built,  which  is  a 
two-story  wooden  building,  and  is  situated  upon 
the  rear  of  the  church  lot,   the  second  Hoor  of 
this  building  being  used  as  a  chapel  and  Sunday 
,  school  room,  the  first  floor  being  divided  into 
!  rooms  for  guild  room,   vestr}-  room,  etc.  This 
chapel,  with  furniture,  cost  $2,000.    The  Sunday 
school  of  this  parish  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
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being  the  parish  scliool,  which  holds  its  services 
in  the  church  chapel,  .Mr.  Wni.  Ilolhinds,  Super- 
intendent; St.  Gabriel's  Mission  Sunday  school, 
which  holds  its  services  at  St.  Gabriel's  chapel,  Mr. 
Edmund  S.  Hollands,  Superintendent;  and  St. 
Andrew's  ^Mission  Sunday  school,  which  holds  its 
services  at  St.  Andrew's  chapel,  ^^r.  John  H.  IIuls- 
apple.  Superintendent. 

SL  Patricks  Catholic  Church  of  this  village  was 
organized  in  1839.  and  the  lot  upon  which  this 
church  was  erected  in  1S40  was  purchased  April 
20,  1839,  and  is  located  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  Union  and  Burlington  streets.  The  first  service 
held  in  this  church  was  a  mass,  on  Christmas  day, 
1840. 

This  church  was  organized  by,  and  built  under 
the  supervision  of,  the  Rev.  John  Shannahan,  the 
priest  then  in  charge  of  St.  Peter's  Church  of  Trov, 
N.  Y.  ' 

The  first  priest  in  charge  of  this  church  was  the 
Rev.  James  Quinn,  who,  at  the  time  of  its  organi- 
zation and  building,  was  an  assistant  at  St.  Peter's 
Church,  under  the  Rev.  John  Shannahan.  The 
Rev.  James  Quinn  was  placed  in  charge  of  this 
parish  as  soon  as  the  churcli  was  completed,  and 
continued  until  June,  1845,  when  he  was  succeed- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Thomas  INIartin,  who  remained  in 
charge  until  May,  1848.  The  Rev.  Father  Martin 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  John  Corry,  who  re- 
mained until  February,  1849,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  \^'illiam  ^IcCallion. 

In  February,  1850,  the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Kyle 
was  installed,  and  in  or  about  this  year  he  organ- 
ized the  church  in  the  southern  part  of  this  village 
known  as  St.  Bridget's  Church. 

The  Rev.  Father  Kyle  was  succeeded  in  June, 
1855,       ^''"^  Thomas  Daly,  who  remained 

until  November,  1S55,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  William  Fennellv. 

The  Rev.  W'm.  Fennelly  remained  until  Octo- 
ber, 1868.  The  present  priest  in  charge  of  this 
parish,  the  Rev.  William  F.  Sheehan.  succeeded 
the  Rev.  Father  Fennelly  in  October,  1868.  The 
Rev.  Father  Sheehm  is  at  present  assisted  in  his 
labors  by  two  assistant  priests,  the  Rev.  Francis 
Cunningham  and  Rev.  Patrick  Harrigan.  The 
trustees  of  this  church  in  1843'  were:  Thomas 
Riley,  Thomas  O'Connor,  Patrick  Fitzsimmons, 
Michael  ^evelin,  James  Keenan,  Sr.,  James  Mc- 
Grath,  James  Brady  and  Michael  Roe.  In  con- 
nection with  this  church  is  a  parish  school  for  bovs, 
the  teachers  being  the  Sisters  of  Mercy.  This 
school  is  conducted  in  a  brick  school-house,  which 
adjoins  the  church  edifice  on  the  west. 

'The  North  Reformed  Church  of  West  Troy,  as 
the  reader  has  before  learned,  was  built  and  organ- 
ized in  1840,  the  corner-stone  having  been  laid  in 
August,  1S39,  the  dedicatory  sermon  having 
been  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  \Vyckoff,  of  Albany, 
and  for  a  few  years  thereafter  services  on  the  Sab- 
bath being  held  in  the  old,  or  South  Church,  in  the 
morning,  and  in  this  church,  which  was  then  called 
the  new,  or  North  Church,  in  the  evening. 

In  1S44  the  Rev.  O.  H.  Gregory  discontinued 
holding  services  at  the  old  South  Church,  and  de- 


voted his  time  exclusively  to  this  church,  holding 
services  regularly  each  Sabbadi.  From  1844  to 
I  1865  this  church  used  as  a  consistory  room  a 
I  small  wooden  building,  originally  built  for  a  semi- 
\  nary,  which  was  locateil  on  the  east  side  of  Wa-h- 
:  ington  street,  about  fifty  feet  north  of  the  r^Ieneely 
I  Bell  Foundry. 

I      In  1865  the  present  brick  chapel  was  erected, 
which  adjoins  the  church  edifice  on  the  north. 
I  In  1S54  the  steeple  of  this  church  was  blown  ofl", 
j  and  the  bell  broken,  by  a  severe  gale  of  wind. 

The  Rev.  O.  H.  Gregory,  D.  I).,  became  the 
pastor  of  this  church  from  the  date  of  its  organiza- 
tion, and  continued  as  such  until  the  year  1870, 
when,  by  reason  of  his  failing  health,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  resign.     In  June,  1871,  the  Rev.  Alfred 
J.  Hutton  became  the  pastor  of  this  church,  and 
remained  as  such  until   April  1,  1879,  when  he 
resigned.    On  December  i,  1879,  the  Rev.  John 
I  G.  Lansing  became  the  i)astor  of  this  church,  antl 
i  remained  such   until  August  i,  1884,  when  he 
i  resigned  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  professorship  of 
1  Hebrew   at   the  Theological   Seminary  at  New 
I  Brunswick,  New  jersey. 

j  The  church  edifice  of  this  organization  is  the 
oldest  in  this  village,  and  in  1S82  it  was  thoroughly 
repaired,  several  alterations  made,  and  an  addi- 
tion built  on  the  west  end  for  an  organ  loft,  a  new 
organ  purchased,  and  the  interior  entirely  refur- 
nished, at  an  expense  of  $13,000. 

The   present   pastor,   the    Rev.    John  Walter 

I  Beardslee,  was  installed  December  i,  1884. 

The  South  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
for  its  first  pastor  called  the  Rev.  Theodore  F. 
Wyckoff  on  July  25,  1844,  and  he  remained  until 

j  December  18,  1854.    On  May  16,  1855,  the  Rev. 

j  Garret  L.  Roof  became  pastor  of  this  church,  and 
remained  until  January  23,  1865,  when  he  re- 
signed. On  May  10,  1865,  the  Rev.  Jacob  S. 
Wyckoft'  was  installed,  and  continued  as  the  pastor 
of  this  church  until  October  28,  1S69.  On  the 
1 6th  day  of  March,  1870,  the  Rev.  Selah  W. 
Strong  was  installed  as  pastor  of  this  church,  and 
continued  as  such  until  the  time  of  his  decease, 
which  occurred  at  the  church  parsonage  on  the 

I  6th  day  of  November,  1884,  after  the  long  pas- 

j  torate  of  over  fourteen  years. 

1  In  the  year  1871  this  congregation  found  that 
the  "Old  church"  edifice  was  entirely  unfitted  for 
the  demands  of  the  growing  congregation,  and 
while  the  oflicers  were  debating  as  to  the  best  plans 
to  be  adopted  to  obtain  a  more  suitable  edifice, 
the  Hon.  James  B.  Jermain  sent  to  the  consistory 
a  communication,  whereby  he  proposed  to  erect 
for  the  congregation,  at  his  own  expense,  a 
church  edifice  upon  the  following  among  other 

I  condiuons  : 

I       1st — A  change  of  site,  including  the  purchase  of 
j  ground  on  the  part  of  the  congregation. 
I       2d — The  furnishing  of  the  building,  when  com- 
!  pleted,   with    all    necessary   furniture,  including 
j  organ,  etc. ,  by  the  congregation. 

3d — The  edifice  to  be  a  "memorial  building," 
I  in  memory  of  Sylvanus  P.  Jermain  (the  father  of 
I  Mr.  James  B.  Jermain)  and  of  his  family. 
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This  proposition  was  immediately  accoplcci  by 
the  consistory,  and  the  present  site,  on  ihe  north- 
west corner  of  Groton  and  Middle  streets,  was  pur- 
chased for  $6,000. 

The  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  church 
June  28,  1872,  and  it  was  completed  in  November, 
1874,  and  dedicated  December  ^j,  1S74.  This 
new  church  edifice  or  "memorial  buildinu:  '  (now- 
occupied  by  this  con2;regation)  is  of  stone,  and  of 
the  style  of  architecture  called  the  "  early  decorate 
Gothic,"  and  cost  about  sioo.ooo.  This  building 
is  by  far  the  finest  church  edifice  in  this  village. 

During  the  year  1S74  the  present  elaborate 
tower  was  added  to  this  building.  In  the  year 
1878  the  present  chapel,  situated  on  the  lots  north 
of  the  "memorial  building,"  was  erected,  which  is 
a  Gothic  building  of  brick  and  stone,  and  cost,  ex- 
clusive of  furniture,  $6,350,  and  was  opened  with 
appropriate  services  on  Sunday  evening,  December 
22,  1878.  The  parsonage,  which  is  now  located 
in  the  rear  of  the  church,  was  erected  upon  the 
site  now  occupied  by  the  "memorial  building," 
and  was  moved  westward  some  seventy  feet,  and 
enlarged  and  repaired  at  the  time  of  the  building  of 
the  "memorial  building.'' 

The  Sunday  school  in  connection  with  this 
church  was  organized  in  1844,  with  twenty  mem- 
bers, the  exercises  being  held  in  the  church  until 
1859,  when  a  wooden  chapel  on  the  south  of  the 
old  church  edifice  on  Broadway  was  erected.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have  served  suc- 
cessively as  Superintendents  of  the  School: 

Miss  Gertrude  Ten  Eyck,  Clarkson  F.  Crosby, 
John  M.  Fort,  Lewis  Taylor,  Adrian  Winne, 
Lorenzo  D.  Lawrence,  Rev.  Jacob  S.  WVckoflf, 
Lorenzo  D.  Lawrence,  James  Campbell,  Jr.,  John 
J.  Clutc,  Rev.  S.  W.  Strong,  Edmund  \V.  Johnson. 
Duiing  the  year  1869  the  infant  department  of  this 
school  was  organized  by  Mrs.  Stephen  R.  Schuyler 
and  ]Miss  Anna  R.  Jermain. 

This  church,  in  1885,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of 
its  members,  severed  its  relations  to  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  became  connected  with  the  Presby- 
tery of  Alban}-. 

Si.  Bridget's  Catholic  Church. — This  church  was 
built  in  1 850, under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Thom- 
as Kyle,  the  priest  then  in  charge  of  St.  Patrick's 
Church  of  this  village.  This  church  is  located  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Salem  and  Mansic  'n  streets. 
The  Rev.  NVilliam  Cullinan  was  the  first  priest  in 
charge  of  this  church  and  parish,  in  the  spring  of 
1854,  and  remained  in  charge  until  May,  1883. 

The  present  priest  in  charge  of  this  parish,  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Curtin,  succeeded  the  Rev.  Father  Cul- 
linan in  May,  1S83,  and,  in  the  following  Novem- 
ber' began  to  make  extensive  improvements  in  the 
chufch  edifice,  by  the  addition  of  a  sacristy  on  the 
west,  thereby  doubling  its  seating  capacity,  and  by 
.purchasing  a  bell,  and  making  several  other  im- 
provements, at  a  cost  of  $i8,oco.  In  the  fall  of 
1883  this  church  purchased  the  property  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Salem  and  Mansion  streets, 
known  as  the  "  Sague  property,"  the  dwelling 
on  the  corner  being  at  present  used  as  a  rectory, 
and  the  adjoining  buildings  on  the  south  being 


used  as  a  school  and  residence  for  the  Sisters  in 
charge  of  the  school.  This  school  is  for  the  in- 
struction of  boys  and  girls  in  the  ordinary  English 
branches,  and  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Sisters  of 
St.  Joseph,  and  has  an  attendance  of  about  250 
scholars.  The  Rev.  James  A.  Curtin  is  assisted  in 
his  dutie'^,  as  priest  tif  this  parish,  by  his  brother. 
Rev.  Daniel  F.  Curtin. 

The  Wiishiiigion  Street  i\Ieihuc/ist  Episcopal 
Church. — This  church  was  organized  in  April, 
1 83 1,  the  first  trustees  being  Daniel  T.  Wandcll, 
William  Tucker,  William  P.  Hall,  Amnion  Ham- 
mond and  David  I.  Dutcher.  Mr.  L.  Brown 
was  elected  clerk  and  Ammon  Hammond  treas- 
urer. At  this  meeting  it  was  resolved  that  the  said 
trustees  and  their  successors  in  office  should  for- 
ever thereafter  be  called  and  known  by  the  name 
and  title  of  the  "Trustees  of  the  Gibbonsville  Sta- 
tion of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
town  of  Watervliet."  The  trustees  of  this  church 
then  purchased  of  Ebenezer  Prescott  a  lot  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Washington  and  Ferry  streets, 
and  thereupon  erected  a  small  one-story  wooden 
edifice,  thirty-five  feet  front  and  forty- five  feet  deep. 
In  1840  this  was  enlarged  by  adding  twenty  feet  in 
the  depth,  and  by  the  erection  of  galleries.  In 
1 84 1  a  small  wooden  vestry  was  erected  on  the 
same  lot  on  the  north.  This  building  was  used  as  a 
Sunday  school  room  until  about  1S57,  when  it  was 
converted  into  a  parsonage.  In  the  spring  of  1857 
the  old  wooden  church  was  sold  and  removed,  and 
the  corner-stone  of  the  present  church  was  laid, 
and  it  was  completed  so  that  the  first  service 
therein  was  held  in  January,  1858.  This  edifice 
cost  about  $9,000,  and  the  furniture  about  $4,000. 
A  steeple,  bell  and  town  clock  were  added  to  this 
edifice  in  1S83,  and  the  parsonage  enlarged  and 
greatly  improved,  at  a  cost  of  about  $8,000. 

The  old  wooden  church,  which  was  removed  in 
1857,  was  purchased  by  T^Ir.  John  M.  Jones,  and 
by  him  taken  down  and  removed  to  his  carriage 
works,  on  the  corner  of  Berlin  and  Circle  streets, 
where  it  was  re-erected,  and  is  now  used  as  a  ma- 
chine shop  in  connection  with  the  Jones  Horse 
Car  Works.  In  the  year  1849  a  number  of  the 
members  of  this  church,  residing  in  the  upper  part  of 
this  village,  organized  a  new  church,  known  as  the 
"Ohio  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.'' and 
thereaftci  this  church  dropped  the  name  of  "Gibbons- 
ville Station  of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church, " 
and  became  the  "  \\'ashington  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church."  In  connection  with  this 
church  is  a  Sunday  school  in  prosperous  condition. 
The  infant  department,  being  an  important  factor, 
was  organized  in  1843,  and  in  that  year  Mr.  James 
D.  Lobdell  became  the  superintendent,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  office  until  the  date  of  his  decease  in 
1879.  The  present  pastor  of  this  church  is  the 
Rev.  H.  C.  Farrer. 

The  Ohio  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — 
This  church  was  organized,  in  the  spring  of  1S49, 
by  Alexander  S.  Lobdell,  Ashael  Potter,  Edward 
^lallory,  R.  E.  Gorton  and  Gtis  Wood.  On  June 
5,  1849,  the  trustees  of  this  church  purcha.sed  the 
church  property  located  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
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THE  VILLAGE  OF  WEST  TROV. 


Ohio  and  Ontario  streets  in  this  village,  known  as 
the  F"irst  Presbyterian  or  Congregational  Church, 
and  ccmmonly  called  the  "Bethel  Church." 
This  church  edifice  was  a  small  wooden  structure, 
and  on  November  19,  1S49,  was  totally  destroyed 
by  tire.  The  first  preacher  assigned  to  this  con- 
gregation was  the  Rev.  I.  F.  Yates.  Immetliately 
after  the  destruction  of  the  "Bethel/'  this  congre- 
gation took  action  to  rebuild  the  church,  and  in 
the  following  spring  (1850)  the  corner-stone  of  the 
present  church  edifice  wa.s  laid,  and  the  building 
was  completed  soon  after,  which  is  a  two-story 
brick  structure,  the  auditorium  being  on  the  second 
floor  and  the  Sunday  school  and  class  rooms  on 
the  first  floor.  For  about  thirty  years  this  church 
was  the  only  Protestant  church  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  village.  In  iS8r  the  brick  parsonage, 
which  adjoins  this  church  on  the  south,  was  erected. 
The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  H.  Van  Decar. 

The  ' '  First  Particular  Baptist  Church  and  Soci- 
ety of  Gibbdusville  and  West  Troy,''  commonly 
called  the  First  Baptist  Church,  was  organized  at 
a  meeting  held  March  14,  1827,  at  the  residence 
of  Thomas  Shrimpton,  which  was  located  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Broadway  and  Buffalo  street, 
and  was  composed  of  seventeen  members  ;  the 
first  trustees  being  Edward  Learned,  Thomas 
Shrimpton,  Jonathan  Caulkins,  Hiram  'M.  Hop- 
kins and  Cyrus  Kenney.  The  first  real  properly 
owned  by  this  society  is  the  same  upon  which  the 
church  and  parsonage  are  now  located,  being  the 
plot  of  ground  situate  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Ohio  street  and  Central  avenue,  and  comprises 
four  village  lots.  This  land  was  given  to  the 
Society  by  Philip  Schuyler  and  others,  as  trustees  of 
the  West  Troy  Company,  by  a  deed  dated  July  4, 
1827,  upon  the  condition  that  the  premises  con- 
veyed should  be  only  used  for  church  purposes  by 
this  society  or  its  successors.  The  first  church 
edifice  was  erected  upon  this  plot  of  ground  in 
1829,  and  was  a  small  wooden  structure,  which 
was  used  until  1842,  when  it  was  decided  to 
erect  a  large  edifice,  and  this  building  was  removed 
and  sold,  and  converted  into  a  French  Catholic 
Church.  The  second  church  edifice  was  erected 
in  1842,  and  was  of  brick,  with  a  basement.  This 
building  fronted  on  Canal  street,  and  cost  about 
$1,000.  It  was  used  by  this  society  until  1870, 
when  it  was  tgirn  down,  and  the  present  edifice  was 
erected,  which  is  of  brick,  and  fronts  on  Ohio 
street.  This  building  is  ol  two  stories,  the  audi- 
torium being  on  the  second  floor,  and  the  lecture 
room,  study,  etc.,  on  the  first  floor.  This  edifice, 
with  the  furniture,  cost  upward  of  ,S20,goo.  Ad- 
jofning  the  present  church  edifice  on  the  east  is 
the  parsonage,  which  was  erected  in  1S47.  The 
first  pastor  of  this  church  was  the  Rev.  Ashley 
Vaughan,  who  became  such  in  July,  1S30,  and 
served  for  four  years.  This  church  has  had  several 
pastors,  among  them  being  the  Rev.  William 
Arthur,  the  father  of  ex- President  Chester  A. 
Arthur,  who  served  as  pastor  from  April,  1853, 
until  April,  1S56.  The  present  pastor,  the  Rev. 
A.  M.  Prentice,  was  installed  in  September, 
1877. 


The  Sunday  school  in  connection  with  this 
church  was  organized  in  1S2S,  the  first  superin- 
tendent being  Jonathan  Caulkins,  and  the  following 
persons  having  thereafter  served  successively  as 

superintendents,    viz.:    Isaac   I.  Fonda,  

Stearns,  Merritt  Potter,  Miron  R.  Peak,  Edwin  S. 
Johnson,  Miron  R.  Peak,  Edwin  S.  Johnson, 
Henry  C.  Kelsey,  Andrew  G.  Coats,  David  H. 
Simmons. 

In  the  summer  of  1S67  this  Sunday  school  or- 
ganized a  Mission  Sunday  school  in  the  southern 
part  of  this  village  (Port  Schuyler),  the  pastor  of 
the  church,  the  Rev.  Edward  Mills,  being  the  super- 
intendent, and,  in  1868,  was  succeeded  by  Albert 
Tayer.  This  Mission  school  continued  until  1875, 
when  it  was  disbanded. 

In  the  year  1869  the  Sunday  school  of  this 
church  organized  a  Mission  Sunday  school  in  the 
village  of  Green  Island,  Edwin  S.  Johnson  being 
the  superintendent.  This  school  continued  as  a 
mission  school  until  1S73,  when  it  became  an  in- 
dependent organization.  This  school  is  now  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  holds  regular  meetings 
at  its  rooms  on  the  corner  of  ^larket  and  George 
streets,'  and  retains  the  name  of  "The  Baptist  INIis- 
sion." 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church. — This  church  was 
first  organized  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  school- 
house  which  was  located  on  the  west  side  of  Bur- 
lington street,  a  short  distance  north  of  Union 
street,  on  the  evening  of  February  12,  1834,  and 
was  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  Marcus  Smith  (he 
being  the  first  pastor  of  this  church),  and  it  was  re- 
solved that  it  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Pres- 
byterian or  Congregational  Society  of  the  village  of 
West  Troy.  Hiram  M.  Hopkins,  Horace  L. 
Dann  and  Henry  Kimberley  were  elected  trustees. 
On  the  27th  of  the  same  month  this  society  organ- 
ized itself  into  a  "Congregational  Church,''  this 
form  of  church  government  being  preferred  to  that 
of  the  Presbyterian.  On  or  about  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember of  this  year  the  first  house  of  worship  of 
this  congregation  was  completed,  and  was  situated 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Ohio  and  Untario 
streets.  It  was  a  small  wooden  building,  and  cost 
about  $650.  This  edifice  was  familiarly  called 
"The  Bethel,"  this  congregation  making  a  special 
eflfort  to  secure  the  attendance  and  interest  of  boat- 
men, and  when  meetings  were  to  be  held  at  the 
church  a  Hag  was  hoisteil  from  its  cupola  as  a  sig- 
nal to  the  boatmen.  In  1S35  the  form  of  church 
government  was  changed  from  the  Congregational 
to  that  of  the  Presbyterian,  and  the  name  c  f  the 
"First  Presbyterian  Church  of  West  Troy  "  was 
adopted.  A  year  or  two  thereafter,  this  society 
again  changed  their  form  of  church  government  to 
that  of  the  Congregational.  On  the  26di  of 
August,  1S39,  it  was  decided  by  this  society  to^ 
withdraw  from  the  Congregational  associauon  and 
return  to  the  Presbyterian,  as  organized  in  1835. 
and  unite  with  the  "New  School  Presbytery  of 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  '  to  which  they  were  admitted  on  Oc- 
tober II,  1840.  This  society  retained  a  regular 
pastor  until  July,  1S45,  but  thereat'tcr  had  no  regu- 
lar preaching  or  pastor  (until  reorganized  in  1S75), 
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having  services  and  preaching  when  temporary  sup- 
plies could  be  obtained.  This  society,  fir.iiing  that  it 
could  not  struggle  on  and  maintain  the  church  and 
a  j)astor,  held  a  meeting  on  March  7,  1S49,  ^"'^l 
decided  to  sell  the  "meeting  house"  and  lots; 
and,  on  June  5  thereafter,  this  property  was  sold  to 
the  trustees  of  the  Ohio  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  This  church  or  society  remained  dor- 
mant until  1S72,  when  it  was  reviveil  ;  but  owing 
to  the  failure  to  properly  elect  trustees  during  the 
time  the  society  remained  dormant,  it  became 
necessary  to  reincorporate  the  society,  which  was 
formally  accomplished  on  February  24,  1872.  In 
the  year  1875-76  the  present  church  edifice,  which 
is  located  on  the  north  side  of  Union  street,  a  short 
distance  east  of  Ford  street,  was  erected.  This 
new  church  edifice  is  a  two-story  brick  building  ; 
the  total  cost,  including  site,  edifice  and  furniture, 
was  $15,500. 

The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Charles  G.  Mat- 
tison. 

The  Church  of  the  ''Holy  Heart  0/  Mary" 
(French  Catholic),  corner  of  Stafford  and  Buffalo 
streets,  was  organized  by  the  Rev.  FZugene  Rey,  a 
native  of  France  and  member  of  a  religious  society 
or  order  of  that  country  called  the  "Eudistes. " 
The  corner-stone  of  the  church  edifice  was  laid 
September  11,  18S1. 

Upon  the  front  of  the  edifice  was  placed  two 
stone  tablets,  which  bore  the  following  inscriptions: 
"Consecration  dejt'sus  et  ?ilarie  dite  !es  Eudistes.'' 
"Eglise  du  Saint  Coeur  de?*Iarie."  Upon  the 
corner-stone  was  inscribed  as  follows:  "  Pierre  an- 
gulaire,  posee  le  Septembre,  1881."  In  1883  the 
Rev.  Louis  Leduce  became  the  priest  in  charge  of 
this  church.  On  April  2,  1885,  the  church  edifice 
was  totally  destroyed  by  fire,  at  a  loss  of  $18,000. 

PUBLIC  SCHCOLS. 

The  public  schools  of  this  village  are  what  are 
known  as  the  "  District  Schools.  ''  each  of  the  four 
wards  of  the  village  being  a  distinct  district  and 
having  its  separate  schools  and  buildings. 

These  districts  are  comprised  within,  and  com- 
pose a  part  of  the  district  school  .s\stem  of  the 
town  of  \Vatervliet,  the  system  being  first  established 
and  organized  in  18 13,  and  has  continued  ever 
since.  The  districts  within  this  village  are 
designated  as  follows:  First  ward,  District  No.  i; 
Second  waru.  District  No.  2;  Third  ward,  District 
No.  20;  Fourth  ward,  District  No.  9.  At  the  time 
of  the  organization  of  these  school  districts,  the 
school-house  for  District  No.  i  was  located  at  the 
village  of  Washington,  afterward  know  as  the 
village  of  Port  Schuyler;  the  school-house  for 
District  No.  2  being  located  at  the  village  of  Gib- 
bonsville;  and  the  school-house  for  District  No.  9 
being  located  in  the  country.  District  No.  20  was 
'  not  organized  until  some  years  afterward,  and  was 
created  from  a  portion  of  District  No.  2. 

TURNPIKE   ANn   ri.ANK  ROADS. 

The  Troy  and  Schenectady  Turnpike. — This  turn- 
pike road  was  incorporated  in  1806,  and  in  Mav  of 
that  year  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  by  LawTence 


Vrooman.  The  charter  granted  the  construction  of 
a  road  from  Ferry  street,  Troy,  to  the  villa<i;e  of 
Schenectadv.  This  road  was  constructed  and  owned 
by  a  company  composed  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants of  the  City  of  Troy,  and  was  built  for  ilie 
purpose  of  diverting  from  the  City  of  Albany  the 
e.xtensive  grain  traffic  which  it  then  had  from 
Schenectady.  This  road  ran  through  the  land 
upon  which  this  village  now  stands,  and  in  laying 
out  the  village  this  road  was  called  Genesee  street 
within  the  village  limits;  The  road  was  abandoned 
and  surrendered  to  the  town  of  Watervliet  a  num- 
ber of  years  ago. 

Watervliet  Plank  Road  Company. — This  com- 
pany was  incorporated  and  the  road  constructed  in 
1850,  running  from  Buffalo  street  north  through 
Broad  street,  now  Broadway,  in  this  village,  to 
Auburn  street,  where  it  crossed  over  to  the  west  side 
of  the  canal,  and  thence  to  the  village  of  Cohoes. 
This  road  never  paid  any  dividends  to  the  stock- 
holders, and  after  an  existence  of  ten  years  was 
abandoned  and  the  charter  surrendered. 

Broadway  of  this  village  was  originally  a  post 
road  or  turnpike,  and  was  known  as  the  Whitehall 
Turnpike,  also  as  the  Northern  Turnpike.  Along 
this  road  from  the  City  of  Albany  to  Whitehall  were 
placed  mile-stones;  the  stone  known  as  the  seven- 
mile  stone  was  located  in  this  village,  at  a  point  a 
short  distance  south  of  Genesee  street,  this  point 
being  seven  miles  distant  from  State  street,  .\lbany. 

OLD  RESIDENTS. 

Of  the  original  settlers  of  this  village,  there  are 
at  present  only  three  now  living  and  residing  in  the 
village,  namely:  IMessrs.  Samuel  S.  Wandell, 
Henry  Kimberly  and  Morgan  L.  Taylor. 

]\Ir.  Samuel  S.  Wandell  came  to  this  village 
(then  Gibbonsville)  to  reside  in  1828:  previous  to 
that  date  he  had  resided  in  the  City  of  Troy,  where 
he  was  born  in  the  year  i8co,  at  the  home  of  his 
father,  known  as  the  Wandell  homestead,  which 
was  located  on  the  bank  of  the  river  near  what  is 
now  known  as  Division  street.  Mr.  Wandell  is  a 
painter  by  trade,  and  for  more  than  30  years  pre- 
vious to  1862  kept  a  store  for  the  sale  of  paints, 
oils,  etc.,  in  this  village,  and  also  worked  at  his 
trade.  jMr.  Wandell  is  now  the  oldest  person  liv- 
ing that  was  born  in  the  City  of  Troy. 

Mr.  Henry  Kimberly  was  born  in  Troy,  on 
February  20,  1806.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  in  the  City  of  Albany,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1827  came  to  West  Troy  to  reside,  and  opened 
a  blacksmith  shop,  which  was  located  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Broadway  and  Ontario  streets. 
At  that  time  there  were  only  three  other  buildings  on 
Broadway:  a  large  wooden  building  used  as  a  store, 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Broadway  and  Union 
streets,  which  was  conducted  by  the  firm  of  Patii- 
son  iS:  Hart;  a  small  wooden  dwelling  a  short  dis- 
tance south  of  this  st(^re,  and  an  old  tavern  near 
the  ferry. 

Mr.  Kimberly,  by  his  indu>tr\',  prudence  ami 
honesty,  h.is  become  one  of  the  largest  real  estate 
owners  of  this  village.  In  1836  he  was  elected  a 
.Trustee  from  the  Third  ward  of  this  village,  being 
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THE  VILLAGE  OF  WEST  TROY. 


one  of  the  first  trustees  after  its  incorporation  in 
that  year. 

Mr.  Morgan  L.  Taylor  was  born  al  IkilLslon, 
Saratoga  County,  May  18,  1806,  and  came  to  this 
village  to  reside  in  182S;  and  for  a  greater  part  of 
the  time  that  he  has  resided  here  his  business  in- 
terests have  been  closely  connectetl  with  the  canals 
and  river.  For  a  number  of  years  previous  to  187S 
he  and  Hiram  Holbrook,  under  the  tirm  name  of 
Holbrook  &  Taylor,  owned  and  carried  un  the 
canal  boat  drv  dock  in  this  village,  known  as 
the  West  Tro\  Dry  Dock,  which  is  locateii  at  the 
southern  terminus  of  Washington  street.  ]\Ir. 
Taylor  was  elected  to  the  office  of  President  of  this 
village  in  1852,  and  held  the  same  for  the  term  of 
one  year. 

PUBLIC  MEN. 

Lorenzo  D.  Collins  was  elected  Member  of 
Assembly  for  the  year  1859,  and  re-elected  for 
i860;  and  in  November,  1865,  was  elected  State 
Senator  for  the  years  1866-7. 

Waters  W.  Braman  was  elected  Member  of 
Assembly  for  the  year  1874,  and  re-elected  for 
1875,  ^i^d  again  elected  for  the  year  1879  ;  and  in 
November,  1879,  was  elected  State  Senator  for  the 
years  1 880-1. 

Peter  A.  Rogers  was  elected  Surrogate  of  Albany 
County  in  November,  1S71,  and  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  on  January  i, 
1872,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
was  re-elected  and  continued  to  the  oflice  until 
January  i,  1884. 

POLICE. 

The  first  police  force  in  this  village  was  organ- 
ized, under  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  in  1865,  and 
was  known  as  the  "  Capital  Police  District.  "  This 
district  comprised  the  cities  of  Albany,  Troy  and 
Schenectady,  the  villages  of  West  Troy,  Green 
Island,  Lansingburgh,  Cohoes  and  Greenbush,  and 
certain  portions  of  the  towns  of  Watervliet  and 
North  Greenbush.  The  district  was  divided  into 
two  divisions,  known  as  the  "Troy  Division"  and 
"Albany  Division, '' this  village  being  embraced 
within  the  Troy  Division.  The  first  Deputy  Super- 
intendent of  the  Troy  Division  was  John  ^I.  Lan- 
don.  The  West  Troy  Precinct  was  located  at  38 
Broadway.  The  first  officers  and  patrolmen  were 
as  foi|ow3  :  Captain,  Lansing  Clute  ;  Sergeant, 
AbramE.  Lansing;  Patrolmen,  C.  Sf)encer  Loomis, 
Richard  Crooks,  Martin  V.  B.  Jones,  James  Smith, 
Charles  H.  Cary,  John  W.  Decker  and  Patrick 
Rogers. 

In  1870  the  present  police  force  of  this  village 
was  organized  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  year  ;  this  act  repealed  the  Capital  Police 
District  act  or  law,  in  so  far  as  it  related  to  this 
village,  and  gave  the  electors  of  this  village  power 
to  elect  four  Police  Commissioners,  who  had  power 
to  organize  and  maintain  a  police  force  in  this 
village.  The  first  Commissioners  elected  under  this 
act  were  Lbenezcr  Scoville,  Ji  )hn  l.  Winne,  William 
C.  Durant  and  Isaac  R.  Getty,  'i  licse  Commis- 
sioners in  that  year  organized  a  [lolice  force,  and 
appointed  James  O.  Wood,  Captain,  and  S\lvanus 


K.  JetTcrson,  Sergeant,  who  have  held  the  respect- 
ive positions  ever  since  such  appointment. 

CIVIL  WAR. 

Monday,  July  i,  1861,  was  an  eventful  dav  in 
the  history  of  this  village,  it  being  the  day  of  the 
last  visit  of  Co.  A,  34th  Regiment,  New  York 
State  Volunteers,  prior  to  their  departure  for  the  seat 
of  war  in  the  war  of  the  late  rebellion.  This  com- 
pany was  composed  of  volunteers  who  were  residents 
of  this  village  ;  the  company  being  formed  b\-  the 
efforts  of  William  L.  Oswald,  who  was  at  this  lime 
president  of  this  village.  On  this  day  the  comjiany 
came  from  the  barracks  at  Albany,  and  were  met 
at  the  train  by  the  citizens  and  members  of  tlie  fire 
department  and  escorted  to  the  North  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  in  front  of  which  had  been  erected 
a  large  platform,  over  which  hung  a  large  Ameri- 
can flag.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Hathaway,  on  behalf 
of  the  "  Ladies'  Volunteer  .\s50ciation,'"  welcomed 
the  company,  and  presented  them  with  two  larire 
boxes  of  useful  articles  for  camp  and  hospital  use. 
The  Rev.  O.  H.  Gregory  then  addressed  the  sol- 
diers, and,  on  behalf  of  the  \\'atervliet  Bible  Society, 
presented  each  officer  and  private  with  a  bible, 
upon  the  inside  of  the  cover  of  which  was  fastened 
a  slip  which  bore  the  United  States  flag  and  the 
words  "To  the  Defenders  of  Our  Country. " 

A  beaudful  national  ensign,  made  of  silk,  a  gift 
of  the  citizens  of  this  village,  was  next  presented 
to  the  company,  George  R.  Meenely  making  the 
presentation  address.  After  that  the  company 
made  a  short  parade  through  the  village  and  then 
took  the  train  for  the  camp,  many  of  the  members 
never  to  see  this  village  again.  This  company 
was  composed  of  the  following  named  citizens: 
Captain,  William  L.  Oswald;  Lieutenant,  Elijah 
R.  Brown;  Ensign,  Benjamin  H.  Warford;  Orderly 
Sergeant,  Luther  A.  Hill;  Second  Sergeant,  George 
H.  Swartwout;  Third  Sergeant,  John  Oothout; 
Fourth  Sergeant,  Martin  Gorman;  First  Corporal, 
Abram  E.  Lansing;  Second  Corporal,  John  Mc- 
Intyre;  Third  Corporal,  Joseph  Andrews;  Fourth 
Corporal,  Edward  Hoffman;  Henry  L.  Witbeck, 
Daniel  Cassidy,  Edgar  Lorman,  Thomas  Carv, 
Plenry  Oilman,  Alonzo  Hills.  James  McCormick, 
Anthony  Kelly,  Daniel  M.  Becker,  Louis  HotT- 
man,  John  B.  Amsden,  James  A.  Britton,  \\'illiam 
Can.pbell,  Robert  H.  Hartley,  Richard  Rapson. 
George  Porter,  Patrick  Horan,  Edward  Donohue, 
Martin  Troy,  Thomas  F.  Colligan,  Sidney  Hock- 
ridge,  Patrick  Keenan,  James  Anderson,  William 
Traver,  Levi  Colwell,  Henry  White,  Cicurge 
Hecock,  Martin  Luckey,  John  \Valsh,  John  Tottie. 
Edward  Thompson,  John  Morey.  James  M. 
Shoemaker,  William  H.  Barllet,  John  Dailcy, 
Riley  C.  Witmarsh.  Spencer  Hofiman.  John  Cun- 
ningham, .Martin  Buck,  John  Barnett.  John  .Mc- 
^lullen,  Peter  Ost,  James  Dongan,  Henry  Lor- 
man, Thomas  Kelley,  William  J.  Cary,  Peter  Van 
Patten,  Jacob  C.  Forman,  Charles  Dorn.  .\lex- 
ander  Hannah.  John  Dolan.  Charles  Mitchell. 
James  P.  Allen,  [ames  Redtleii.  Charles  Traver. 
David  Flanagin,  P'rank  Hayden,  Albert  W  .  Houce. 
John    Loan,   William    Kirk,    Henry    W.  Price, 
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Alphonzo  Dubois,  David  Cary,  James  Donoliuo, 
Patrick  Welsh.  On  the  2d  day  of  July,  this  regi- 
ment, under  Col.  Ladue,  left  for  the  seat  of  war, 
embarking  on  the  propeller  Henry  Adams  and  a 
barge  from  the  city  of  Albany,  the  place  of  their 
encampment. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  present  organized  fire  companies  of  the  fire 
department  of  this  village  consist  of  four  hose 
companies  and  one  hook  and  ladder  company. 
They  are  as  follows:  Oswald  Hose  Company  No. 
I,  organized  1859;  ]\Iichael  Kelly  Hose  Company 
No.  2,  organized  1S70;  Thomas  Mclntyre  Hose 
Comjtany  No.  3,  organized  1S73;  Protective  Hose 
Company  No.  4,  organized  1878;  S.  J.  Gleason 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  i,  organized 
1872.  In  1S64  the  first  steam  fire  engine  of  this 
fire  department  was  purchased,  and  company  or- 
ganized and  named  James  Roy  No.  i.  In 
1867  another  steamer  was  purchased  and  company 
organized  and  named  James  Duffy  No.  2,  and  in 
1873  another  steamer  was  purchased  and  company 
organized  and  named  ^Martin  Tierney  No.  3. 
These  steamers  remained  in  active  service  until 
1878,  when  the  system  of  public  water  works,  at 
that  time  introduced  into  this  village,  was  deemed 
sufficient  to  extinguish  all  ordinary  fires,  and  the 
steamers  stored  for  use  in  case  of  emergency,  and 
the  respective  companies  were  disbanded. 

The  old  fire  department  of  this  village  of  twentv- 
five  years  ago  consisted  of  three  hand-engines  and 
two  hook  and  ladder  companies,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: Rip  Van  Winkle  Engine  Company  No.  i, 
Protection  Engine  Company  No.  2,  and  Conqueror 
Engine  Company  No.  3;  Plercules  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  No  i,  and  Spartan  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  No.  2.  All  these  old  companies 
were  disbanded  tw^enty  years  or  more  ago,  but  at 
what  dates  it  cannot  be  ascertained. 

From  the  organization  of  this  village  until  iSSi 
the  control  of  the  fire  department  was  vested  in  the 
village  Board  of  Trustees.  In  the  last-mentioned 
year,  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  the  control  was 
taken  from  the  trustees  and  vested  in  a  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners,  which  was  created  by  said  act, 
and  who  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  village 
trustees. 


\ 


RAILROAD. 


The  first  steam  railroad  which  ran  through  this 
village  was  constructed  in  1852  by  the  Albanv  and 
Northern  Railway  Company  (now  leased  and  run 
by  the  Delaware  and  Huds>>n  Canal  Companv). 
The  builders  of  this  railroad  intended  to  construct 
the  roarlway  through  this  village,  along  or  near  the 
bank  of  the  Hudson  River.  To  this  the  inhabi- 
tants strongly  objected,  as  it  would  necessarily  im- 
pair the  value  of  the  most  valuable  property  of  the 
village,  besides  greatly  interfere  with  our  niost  im- 
portant business  interests;  consequently,  the  road 
was  constructed  through  the  extreme  western  part 
of  the  village,  and  a  station  located  at  (ienesee 
street.  This  depot  being  so  far  from  the  central 
part  of  the  village,  Mr.  Samuel  Hill  ran  a  stage  for 


passengers  from  the  West  Troy  Ferry,  at  the  foot 
of  Canal  street,  to  the  depot. 

After  a  few  years  the  railroad  company  decided 
to  give  better  accommodati'ins  to  the  public,  and 
therefore  erected  a  small  wooden  depot  on  the 
north  side  of  Canal  street  (now  Central  avenue),  a 
short  distance  west  of  Erie  street,  the  cars  being 
backed  down  to  the  depot  by  means  of  a  short 
track  constructed  through  this  street  to  the  main 
track,  and  connected  therewith  by  means  of  a 
switch,  called  a  Y.  This  depot  had  a  small  bell 
hung  in  a  tower  upon  the  roof  of  the  depot,  which 
was  rung  when  the  trains  were  being  "backed 
down  "  to  the  depot.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr. 
Lorenzo  E.  Abbott  filled  the  position  of  ticket 
agent  at  this  old  depot. 

In  the  fiill  of  1S64  this  depot  and  short  branch 
track  were  abandoned,  the  location  of  the  depot 
being  transferred  to  the  original  location  at  Gene- 
see street. 

FRATERNAL  SOCIETIES. 

Evening  Sfar  Lodge  {Masonic),  No.  "j. — The 
first  Jtlasonic  lodge  located  in  the  town  of  Water- 
vliet  was  known  as  Clinton  Lodge,  No.  202.  The 
date  of  the  charter  of  this  lodge  was  December  12, 
181 1.  It  became  inoperative  somewhere  about 
1S18. 

A  lodge  known  as  Evening  Star.  No.  466, 
was  organized  in  that  part  of  this  village  which  was 
called  Gibbonsville,  and  a  charter  or  warrant 
granted,  June  10,  1826.  The  following  named 
brethren  were  its  first  officers  :  Josej)h  Hayward, 
Master;  Ira  Holdridge,  Senior  Warden;  Obediah 
D.  Brown,  Junior  Warden.  This  lodge  went  out 
of  existence,  date  unknown,  and  was  revived  by- 
authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  January  31,  1840, 
John  D.  Willard,  junior  Grand  Warden,  installing 
its  officers  as  follows:  Jacob  Gingrich,  Master; 
Jonathan  Hart,  Senior  Warden;  Luther  M.  Tracy, 
Junior  Warden;  Wm.  P.  Lansing,  Secretary;  Jacob 
Clute,  Treasurer.  At  this  installation  Mr.  Joseph 
Hayward,  its  first  Master,  was  present. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1840,  the  Grand  Lodge 
changed  the  "  lodge  number"  of  this  lodge  to  75. 
On  April  12,  1854,  this  lodge  surrendered  its  war- 
rant, pursuant  to  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting 
held  for  tha"  purpose,  the  brethren  having  been 
duly  summoned.  The  officers  at  this  time  were  as 
follows  :  Daniel  E.  Stewart,  [Master  ;  George  B. 
Frazer.  Senior  Warden:  Lorenzo  D.  Collins,  Junior 
Warden  ;  John  P".  Glass,  Secretary  ;  Morgan  L. 
Taylor,  Treasurer  ;  Wm.  McClellan,  Senior  Dea- 
con ;  John  W.  Fisher,  Junior  Deacon,  and  John 
Christie,  Tyler. 

The  present  organization  of  this  lodge  dates  from 
[March  4,  1864,  at  which  time  Grand  Master  Clin- 
ton F.  Paige  issued  a  dispensation  to  the  brethren 
at  West  Troy  to  form  a  lodge,  to  be  known  as 
"  Evening  Siar, "  and  subseqitently  received  a  war- 
rant, dated  June  17,  1864.  The  following  were  its 
first  olliccrs:  Daniel  W.  Talcott.  Master:  Wm. 
Andrews,  Jr.,  Senior  Warden:  Geo.  F.  [Milliinan, 
Junior  Warden:  Alexaniler  Mc.Mlislcr,  Treasurer: 
John  PI.  Fitchctt,  Secretary;  R.  G.  Smith,  Senior 
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THE  VILLAGE  OF  WEST  TROV. 


Deacon;   Charles  H.   Fort,   Junior  Deacon,  and 
William  Fox,  Tvlcr. 

The  Grand  Lodge  in  June,  1S64,  adoplcd  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Evening  Star  Lodge,  U.  D. , 
be  permitted  to  receive  and  work  under  the  dor- 
mant warrant  of  a  lodge  once  known  as  Evening 
Star  Lodge,  No.  75,  and  to  be  hereafter  hailed  and 
known  as  such  number. 

This  lodge  has  been  in  successful  operation  since 
the  date  of  its  present  organization,  ISIarch  8,  1S64. 
This  lodge  has  been  unfortunate,  as  in  June,  1865, 
its  lodge  room,  with  all  furniture  and  records,  were 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  again,  in  December,  1S70, 
its  lodge  room,  together  with  all  its  elegant  furni-  I 
tare,  etc.,  met  the  same  fate. 

In  connection  with  the  Evening  Star  Lodge,  in 
1 87 1,  was  organized  a  chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  known  as  Hudson  River  Chapter,  Xo. 
262,  the  first  officers  being  as  follows:  Albert 
Tayer,  High  Priest;  Alfred  \V.  Richardson,  King: 
Charles  L.  ?kLather,  Scribe;  Geo.  B.  ^losher,  Treas- 
urer, and  Henry  C.  Kelsey,  Secretary.  This 
chapter  is  still  in  successful  operation.  i 

Laurel  L.odge,  Nu.  24,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. — This  is  the  first  regular  lodge  of  this  or- 
der organized  in  this  village.  This  lodge  was 
first  organized  and  charter  granted  on  January  21, 
1846,  and  given  the  lodge  number  of  "  209."  The 
persons  petitioning  for  the  charter,  and  to  whom 
the  same  was  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  were  as 
follows:  Alexander  S.  Lobdell,  L.  D.  Lawrence, 
Samuel  Wilgus,  James  H.  Marshall,  E.  F.  Hitch- 
cock, Stephen  F.  Washburn,  George  A.  Shields, 
Joseph  Scluvikhardt,  Lewis  J.  Williams,  Robert 
Kilby,  S.  Greenman,  Robert  L  ]Moe,  George  B. 
Eraser,  Isaac  R.  Getty,  James  E.  Dorman,  James 
Cook,  Robert  Robinson,  E.  I.  Higgins  and  Ariel 
Wager. 

When  the  State  of  New  York  was  divided  into 
two  Grand  Lodges,  "Northern"  and  '"Southern" 
New  York,  this  lodge  joined  the  Northern  New 
York  division,  and  was  given  No.  39  for  its  lodge 
number.  In  i866,  when  the  two  jurisdictions 
came  together,  this  lodge  was  given  the  number  of 
"  24,"  which  it  now  retains. 

Although  Laurel  Lodge  was  the  first  regularly 
organized  lodge  in  this  village,  yet  in  or  about  the 
year  1838  there  was  a  lodge  in  this  village  which 
was  called  "  Watervliet  Lodge,  No.  20,"  and  held 
meetings  at  a  private  residence  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers, on  Broadway,  south  of  the  United  States  Ar- 
senal. This  lodge  was  expelled  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  as  illegally  organized,  not  having  received 
a  eharter  from  the  same. 

BANKS. 

The  first  bank  located  in  this  village  was  organ- 
ized and  incorporated  in  1836,  and  called  the 
"Watervliet  Bank." 'The  officers  were  as  fol- 
lows: John  C.  Schuyler,  Jr.,  President;  Kdward 
Learned,  ViceT^'rcsident  ;  Egbert  Olcott,  Cashier  ;  I 
Gerrit  T.  Witbeek,  Teller,  and  George  M. 
Wheeler,  Clerk;  the  capital  stock  being  $100,000. 
The  banking  house  was  located   in    the  brick 


dwelling  house  situated  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  Broadway  and  Buffalo  street.  This  bank  failed 
in  1S41. 

"  The  National  Bank  0/  West  7)7;>'. "— This 
bank  was  first  organized  and  incorporated,  unc'er 
the  laws  of  this  State,  in  February,  1S52,  and  com- 
menced business  ]\Iay  i,  1852,  under  the  name 
of  "  Bank  of  West  Troy  ;"  the  capital  stock  being 
$200, oco,  divided  into  2,000  shares.  John  Knick- 
erbacker,  James  Van  Schoonhoven,  James  Roy,  E. 
Thompson  Gale,  John  Cramer,  Joseph  ^I.  Has- 
well,  William  Sands,  George  H.  Cramer  and 
Ferdinand  J.  Suydam  were  the  original  incorpora- 
tors and  constituted  the  first  board  of  directors;  the 
I  ofl'icers  being  as  follows  :  Ferdinand  J.  Suydam, 
President  ;  George  H.  Cramer,  Vice-President  ; 
Albert  C.  Gunnison,  Cashier.  In  1853  Ferdi- 
nand J.  Suydam  became  Cashier,  and  Mr.  G.  B. 
Wilson  became  Discount  Clerk  and  Bookkeeper. 
In  1858  Mr.  Suydam  resigned  his  position  as 
cashier,  and  in  May  of  that  year  Mr.  G.  B.  Wil- 
son became  his  successor  and  held  the  position  for 
about  nineteen  years.  In  1877  I\Ir.  Benjamin 
i  3IcE.  Schafer  became  cashier  and  held  the  position 
until  his  decease,  in  1880,  when  his  successor,  the 
present  incumbent,  Mr.  Arthur  T.  Plielps,  was 
appointed. 

In  1853  Mr.  Dillon  Beebe  was  elected  presi- 
dent, and  held  the  office  until  1S56,  when  r^Ir. 
Joseph  i\I.  Haswell  became  his  successor.  ]\Ir. 
Haswell  held  this  office  until  the  date  of  his  decease, 
in  1871. 

Mr.  James  Roy  was  elected  as  the  successor  of 
]Mr.  Haswell  and  held  the  office  until  1S76,  when 
]Mr.  Thomas  A.  Knickerbacker,  the  present  presi- 
dent, was  elected. 

The  banking  house  used  by  this  bank,  and  situ- 
ated on  the  southwest  corner  of  \\'ashington  street 
and  Central  avenue,  was  erected  in  1852,  for  the  use 
and  occupation  of  this  bank,  bv  Mr.  Flbenczer 
Wiswall. 

This  bank  was  converted  into  a  National 
Banking  Association  in  1865,  and  the  name 
changed  to  the  ''National  Bank  of  West  Troy;" 
the  capital  stock  being  $250,000,  divided  into 
shares  of  $100  each.  In  1877  the  capital  stock 
was  reduced  to  $150,000,  and  in  1883  was  still 
further  re iuced  to  Sioo,OGO,  which  is  the  amount 
of  the  present  capital  stock.  On  the  21st  dav  of 
May,  1 88 5,  the  corporate  existence  of  this  bank 
was  extended  until  the  close  of  business  on  the  24di 
day  of  May,  1905,  by  order  of  H.  W.  Cannon, 
Comptroller  of  U.  S.  Currency. 

PUBLIC  BLTLDINGS. 

Corporation  Hall. — This  is  the  only  public 
building  in  this  v)llage.  It  is  a  three-story  brick 
building,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  Broadway, 
midway  between  Central  avenue  and  Burtalo  street, 
and  was  erectetl  in  1864  by  the  village  corporation 
at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  The  first  and  second  stories 
are  occupied  by  the  Fire  Department  and  meeting 
room  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners ;  the 
third  story  as  a  meeting  room  or  council  chamber  for 
the  Board  of  Village  Trustees. 


J  rial 


:  I---  ••}"•  •       r.v.''.  ..    :  ---ri  ,-i  ..   .'uro  j 

I     ■         .'  -'C  J  /ri ■  '■-!"•■/!  .■■)  , '  .'^ n'.' 

-:-.oJ..  i;:;:-  .  .  -■•  ■     ■;  .^-7/    ■  •-  ' 

:■         ■  ■  '  •  vr  "  'A'  ■   '  Tf':^i 

■  ■   ■      ■-  ■    '  •■      ^  -         'i:\..y:'.utl'-\        '  75      .-i";;  -  : 

-''■'^  '■  -^-'1"        -W'-^    _■         ..-I,,.,    I  ;r:,tiv      .  .  ■    .  ,  ..^ 

.  ,     ,M,    ;.   .1  ■  /  ^  ■  ^,    '^J.      ■        -.^  '     -jr.;.':  ^.     ,  \\ ;'-;7- 

■    ■    ■         .7-       .  :j,  4     ,  ^  ., 

■•"             •■•   .  .                  -vr-y-:   j   :  \r:y.  :    A':  ■;•;■(-..:,-;-•-]  u  ,J,.',jc8j 

■  •  '  -■'                       .fj'V.^j  ,••.■);,,:'.,)  vy;.;']     ■  jjii !  l        ::v.'<,ajf  ,c';oiit;!vl 

■   '  ^    .      ■    -                '      ■      .  .  :       ■     'i      ■•  :            -    "r-  .!         -nv,            : ^s?). 

-■        .  "<           .  ■ , '  -  ::\ ■  _  -j::::-A\  ^-.-iSiT 

i'rjr'V  i    ,  5;;  J    '^trr,'    -■  u:,!/^       r;:''"'i  r!'' 

■   ■  •  ..■'^>r\r\o  \y^ 

■  -  ^      .  "  :  •  ■       .J\L    :  i  i 

'  '     ■    ■  -  '::,■„  ..  .;    ::r':-^'X;:\  .  ;vo 

•-■        "  ■  11  ^ ,.  -:i  _ 

■  ' :      :  -iCic:  '    '■:  ■!■'/  [.  'jii. 
:    •       "  /.    ;      ■  ^   ,  .  ;j  ,.■ -j 

'  ;    :  '    -J      :        ::irri:.!>.    •l.r,-.  :] 

■■■      -  '  .    .  ■       .■  ;  .  ■.. 

■   •         .  .  •:   ■  '  .'^y:'.    .;    -i         -iJ  ...f  .   .-.vr  ; 

'    -  ^.  ■  '  -  y^-    .  v/:i. ''I  ro  '-i-.'/'r::  vtij  ccrl 

7        /                                                 i.s?;  i.iijs  .;;o':-f7!u  '/ 

"■         •    ■■■          ;  ,v'v.''        r.;^;-. -   .ode:  nl  '  ,-!:.'droiin 

-    -      ■           ■  ■-•             .    ■  :                 :  . .^'hV'  r.yMy.ji  i/'i:  i  ;: ' .  ^  i-rnE* 

■                                                                ■.-:,ir£.--^s  d':!;.^:'  '  ^i-z  '-- 

■    '  '     ■      ■       ■    ,  :a2-'-'uI     ['V\\:ry  iyy.:ir,i\y 

-   '                                           •  ■  riii:  r^;  ^■o 

/        -■  "        :             i. .  ■  .u  yy  '-\<  zyn:  -  y-L   ':y  ':  ..y 

■                       ■    -                                ,    .:.   .          ■■■  :   .  .■}-'   y^il.ol  4v!T:^-?^i"-'.'  ' '  !_---''.f;:} 

-  ■            '                     ■  ■■■■  -■  •■         ■  ^. f/i-^jn  S:/:'.-i-i,T  J£.£J>f-ij3I.rr 

■        -"^          ■    '    '       '  :                                     1-  .L-  .f;  -^i'.^;!-:>i  nc  .rnsf; 

"  -             ■  ■  '  .i'Vl'jK 

■  yr-'-s.:::-  -yr:).  I  y.  ■,    ■                ■:il=:y',l-   nr.  :.£0,;J 

/■  .■j-'Tii'i  lid;  rrrn:  i^: 'ini;- .g 

/  ■•    •  v';';' ,;■■;">:■■  ■  y^ylK-;  -h^i      '  ■i.-<:'.:'-^' -i^isso  ■:r''i-:--i'\' 

.     yy  ..--^r.'  i^:  ^.-.y.. -■}.:.:'-;:.. ^    ■ : : '        ;  - 

■  .  "  '  ;v.  y-£.CA    -r.':      ■  i.r  .i      ■  t:.li;.T  .v:^T;:_-r 

.  .'.^ :::Th:3iii:;  ^  :   .    :  ',:   '    .y    .  ;  > 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  ALBANY. 


NEWSI'APKRS. 

The  first  newspaper  of  any  importance  published 
in  this  village  was  the  Wcsl  Troy  Advocalc,  the  first 
publication  being  in  September,  1837.  This 
paper  was  printed  and  published  weekly  by  William 
Hollands,  who  continued  its  publication  until  his 
decease,  in  January.  1S53,  when  his  son,  William 
Hollands,  Jr..  coininued  the  publication  uniil  its 
discontinuance,  in  July,  1864.  Mr.  Hollands  is 
now  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  this  village. 

The  next  newspaper  which  was  pubHshed  in 
this  village  was  a  weekly,  called  the  Albany  Counly 
Democrat,  which  was  first  published  in  January, 
i860,  and  was  edited  by  Mr.  Allen  Corey,  who 
continued  to  publish  this  paper  until  July,  1884, 
when  he  sold  it  to  the  publisher  of  the  Watrrvliet 
Journal. 

The  next  newspaper  of  any  importance  pub- 
lished in  this  village  was  a  weekly, called  the  Watcr- 
vliet  Journal.  ']"his  paper  was  first  published  by 
James  Treanor  in  May,  1S80,  and  continued  until 
July  5,  1S84,  when  Mr.  Treanor  purchased  the 
Albany  Counly  Deniocrat,  and  merged  these  two 
papers  into  a  paper  called  the  Journal  and  Demo- 
crat, which  is  now  published  by  the  firm  of 
Treanor  &  Hardin. 

About  the  year  1832,  there  was  published  in 
West  Troy  a  newspaper  called  the  Pallailium.  This 
paper  was  edited  and  published  by  two  young 
men,  who  were  brothers,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Warren  Bros.  In  connection  with  their  printing 
office  they  also  kept  a  stationery  and  book  store, 
which  was  located  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Canal  street  and  Broadway,  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Collins  House. 

SCHUYLER  MANSION. 

Located  on  the  bank  of  the  Hudson  River,  a 
few  rods  from  the  present  southern  limits  of  this 
village,  stands  the  oldest  building  in  this  vicinity. 
This  building  is  a  brick  structure,  two  stories,  with 
high  gable  roof.  It  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Richard  P.  Schuyler,  Esq.,  as  his  family  resi- 
dence, and  is  known  as  the  "Old  Schuyler  Man- 
sion." This  building  was  erected  about  the  year 
1768,  and  was  built  to  replace  the  original  mansion 
that  was,  at  aboi^t  that  date,  destroyed  by  fire.  It 
stands  upon  the  foundation  of  the  original  man- 
sion. The  date  of  the  erection  of  the  original 
mansion  is  unknown,  but  it  was  probably  erected 
some  time  previous  to  the  year  17CO. 

In  1672,  Philip  Schuyler,  the  father  of  Col. 
Peter  Schuyler,  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land 
from  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  which  included  the 
lands  to,  the  south  of  this  village,  and  known  as 
the  "Flats,"  and  also  included  the  land  upon 
which  the  southern  portion  of  this  village  is 
located.  The  flats  were  occupied  for  agricultural 
purposes  as  early  as  1642,  as  from  that  year  until 
1660  they  were  occupied  by  Arent  Van  Curler, 
and  after  him  by  Richard  Van  Rensselaer. 

On  September  14,  1691,  Peter  Schuyler,  son  of 
Philip  Schuyler,  and  afterward  known  ,  as  Col. 
Peter  Schuyler,  married  Maria  Van  Rensselaer,  the 
sister  of  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  patroon;  and 


in  April,  171 1,  located  his  residence  at  the  Flats, 
I  in  the  mansion;  at  this  date  and  until  about  the 
;  year  iiio6  the  main  road  from  Albany  ran  along 
I  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  passed  here  between  the 
!  mansion  and  the  river.     .\t  about  the  date  that 
Col.  Peter  Schuyler  took  up  his  residence  at  the 
Flats  the  public  safety  began  to  be  greatly  en- 
dangered by  the   insidious  wiles  of  the  French 
Canadians  and  the  hostilitie?  of  the  Indians,  and 
the  Colonel  became  a  person  of  much  importance 
by  reason  of  his  influence  with  the  friendly  In- 
i  dians,  he  being  their  true  friend  and  a  person  in 
I  whom  they  placed  much  confidence. 
I      About  the  year  1708  it  was  thought  advi.sable  to 
i  send  some  of  the  chiefs  of  the  friendly  tribes  to 
j  England  upon  a  visit,  so  as  to  attach  them  to  that 
i  country,  and  that  they  might  see  the  sovereign  of 
1  the  English  nation,  and  to  counteract  the  false 
I  statements  of  the  power  and  wealth  of  that  nation 
I  which  the  French  Canadians  had  been  circulating 
I  among  them;  but  it  was  no  easy  task  to  get  them 
j  to  consent  to  the  proposal.     At  last,  however,  they 
i  consented,  upon  the  condition  only  that  Col.  Peier 
j  Schuyler  would  accompany  them,  as  he  had  never 
been  known  to  tell  a  lie,  or  to  speak  without  think- 
ing.   The  Colonel  consented,  and  the  adventure 
succeeded  beyond  his  expectations.     The  chiefs 
were  much  pleased  with  the  attention  shown  them 
and  with  the  kind  and  gracious  manner  of  Queen 
Anne.  She  was  also  much  pleased  with  the  Colonel, 
and  desired  to  knight  him,  but  he  respectfully  and 
positively  refused,  stating  as  his  reason  that  it  would 
not  be  in  keeping  with  the  simple  manners  and 
habits  of  his  life  and  surroundings.   In  1719  Philip 
Schuyler,  the  eldest  son  of  Col.  Peter  Schuyler, 
married  Catalina  Schuyler,  his  cousin,  whose  father 
had  for  a  number  of  years  been  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Albany.    Catalina  was  a  person  of  superior 
character,  and  was  known  during  the  latter  part 
of  her  life  as  "  Madame  Schuyler." 

Philip,  at  the  decease  of  his  father,  became  the 
owner  of  the  Flats  and  mansion,  and  became  a 
person  of  great  importance  in  the  public  affairs  of 
the  country,  being  a  member  of  the  Colonial  As- 
sembly, also  a  Colonel,  and  being  the  first  person 
who  raised  a  corps  in  the  interior  of  the  province 
of  New  York,  which  fought  in  the  French  aiui  In- 
dian War. 

Col.  Philip  died  in  February,  1758,  and  was 
survived  by  widow,  the  "  Madame,"  and,  as  he 
left  no  children,  he  devised  his  property  to  his 
widow  during  her  life,  and  thereafter  to  his  great- 
nephew,  Peter  Schuyler,  who  was  at  that  time  an 
orphan,  and  resided  with  him.  The  remains  of 
Col.  Philip  were  interred  in  the  family  burying- 
ground,  which  is  located  a  short  distance  from  the 
mansion,  and  over  the  grave  is  erected  a  hantisome 
monument,  which  still  remains  as  placed  there  in 
1758.  This  old  mansion  has  always  remained  in 
the  Schuyler  family  and  been  occupied  by  the  de- 
scendants of  the  original  owner,  Philip  .'^chuyler. 

WEST  TROY  GAS  LIGHT  COMPANY. 

The  West  Troy  Gas  Light  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  Januar}',  1853,  under  the  provisions  of 
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the  general  act  of  the  Legislature  for  the  formation 
of  gas  light  companies.  The  original  incorpora- 
tors were:  Richard  S.  Lobdcll,  A.  W  Barringer, 
Morgan  L.  Taylor,  Albert  Richards  and  E.  H. 
St.  John;  the  capital  stock  being  $100,000. 

Previous  to  the  date  of  the  incorporation  of  this 
company,  and  in  October,  1S52,  John  Lock- 
wood  and  A.  V.  Barringer,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Jno.  Lockwood  &  Co.,  obtained  the  e.\clusi\e 
privilege,  from  the  president  and  trustees  of  this 
village,  to  lay  gas  mains  througli  the  streets  and 
alleys  of  this  village,  and  to  erect  and  maintain 
gas  works,  etc.;  and  in  November,  1853,  John 
Lockwood  and  A.  V.  Barringer  assigned  their 
rights  and  privileges  to  the  West  Troy  Gas  Light 
Company.  In  July,  1853,  ^^is  company  obtained 
from  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  village  of 
Green  Island  the  exclusive  right  and  privilege  of 
laying  pipes  through  the  streets  of  said  village,  and 
supplying  it  with  illuminating  gas.  On  the  first 
day  of  February,  1S53,  this  company  elected  Al- 
bert Richards,  President;  Morgan  L.  Taylor,  Secre- 
tary, and  Richard  S.  Lobdell,  Treasurer. 

On  April  i,  1854,  Wm.  L.  Oswald  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  this  company,  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  this  position  until  the  spring  of 
1862.  In  June,  1862,  Edwin  A.  Smith  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent,  and  held  the  position  until 
the  fall  of  1864,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rich- 
ard S.  Lobdell.  Mr.  Lobdell  held  the  position 
until  IMarch,  1879,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  superintendent,  Richard  F.  Hall.  Mr. 
Albert  Richards  remained  the  president  of  this 
company  from  the  date  of  its  organization  to  1866, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  James  Roy,  who  held 
the  office  until  1S76,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
E.  Thompson  Gale,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.  In  iMarch, 
1879,  the  present  president,  George  W.  Chapman, 
succeeded  Mr.  Gale.  In  1S76  the  manufacturing 
of  gas  by  this  company  was  discontinued,  the  com- 
pany taking  its  supply  of  gas  from  the  People's  Gas 
Light  Company,  of  Albany;  but  this  did  not  prove 
a  success,  and,  in  1879,  this  company  commenced 
to  manufacture  gas  at  their  own  works,  which  are 
located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  West  and  Gene- 
va streets  in  this  village. 

WATER  WORKS  COMPANY. 

The  West  Troy  \\'ater  Works  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  1876,  under  the  provisions  of  the  gen- 
eral act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  of  1873, 
for  the  formation  and  incorporation  of  water  works 
companies,  the  water  being  introduced  into  the 
village  in  the  early  part  of  1877.  The  first  Board 
of  "Directors  of  this  company  were  as  follows: 
George  R.  Meneely,  Alfred  Mosher,  George  M. 
Wiswall,  Jesse  C.  Dayton,  Lorenzo  D.  Collins, 
John  Reiley,  (ieorgc  Tweddle,  William  B.  \\'il- 
liams,  Richard  S.  Lobdell  and  (jeorge  B.  Mosher. 
The  water  supplied  by  this  company  is  obtained 
from  the  Mohawk  River,  at  a  point  near  Xiska- 
yuna,  and  is  carried  from  this  point,  where  it  is 
pumped  from  the  river,  to  a  large  storage  reservoir 
located  on  the  hill,  about  a  mile  west  of  the  (J. 
S.  Arsenal,  from  whence  it  flows  into  the  mains 


j  which  run  through  the  streets  of  this  village.  In 
;   1877  this  company  introduced  the  water  into  the 
village  of  Green  Island  by  extending  their  mains 
through  the  village  streets.    The  expense  or  cost 
of  construction  of  this  system  of  water  works  was 
about  $275,000,  the  village  of  Green  Island  be- 
!  ing  sujiplied  wiih  twenty  hydrants  and  this  village 
'  with  ninctv  hydrants,   which  are  used   for  extin- 
I  guishing  fires  by  the  village  fire  department.  This 
I  conif)any  has  in  use  about  sixteen  miles  of  pipe, 
and  supplies  the  water  to  consumers  at  a  pressure 
of  about  seventy  pounds  to  the  square  inch. 

MANUFACTORIES  AND  BUSINESS  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

The  mills  which  are  located  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  village,  and  commonly  called  the  Roy 
Mills,  were  established  by  Mr.   James  Roy  about 
the  year  1847.    These  mills   are   two  separate 
establishments,  one  being  conducted  by  the  firm  of 
James  Roy  &  Co.,  and  the  other  by  the  tirm  of 
Roy  &  Co.,  [amcs  Roy  &  Co.  being  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  shawls  and  woolen  cloth  suitable 
for  clothing  for  men  and  \\omen.     Roy  &  Co. 
are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  butts,  hinges 
and  several  other  articles  of  builders'  hardware, 
which  are  made  from  iron,  steel  and  brass.  The 
firm  of  James  Roy  &  Co.  in  1 870  became  a  corpora- 
tion, pursuant  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  took 
the  name  of  "  iNIessrs.  James  Roy  &  Co,''  the 
!  capital  stock  being  §500,000,  and  the  incorporators 
and  trustees  being  james  Roy,  Benjamin  Knower, 
John  Knower  and  John  F.  Roy.   This  manufactory 
has  three  mills,  two  located  at  this  village  and  one 
i  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  gives  employment  to 
I  700  operatives,  and  produces  annually  manufac- 
i  turcd  goods  to  the  value  of  $800,000.  These 
j  mills  are  also  called  "Watervliet  Mills. "  The  firm  of 
Roy  &  Co.  also  became  a  corporation  in  1871, 
j  under  the  name  of  "  Roy  &  Co.."  with  a  capital 
j  stock  of  $150,000,  the  incorporators  and  trustees 
I  being  James  Roy,  John  Knower  and  Peter  Roy. 
1  This  manufactory  has  an  annual  production  of 
I  about  5350,000   worth  of  manufactured  stock. 
I  and  employ  s  about  350  operatives. 

The  founder  of  these  large  manufactories,  Mr. 
James  Roy,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  was  born 
near  Sterling.     He  learned  the  trade  or  art  of  a 
brewer  oi  beer,  and  came  to  America  in  1835,  and 
I  was  employed  in  a  brewery  at  Pittstield,  Mass.,  and 
i  in  a  few  years  afterward  came  to  this  village  and  be- 
i  came  the  manager  in  the  brewery  of  Archibald 
i   Dunlop,  which  was  then  located  on  the  northwest 
I  corner  of  Spring  street  and  Broadway  ;  and  while  in 
I  the  employ  of  Mr.  Dunlop,  Mr.  Roy,  together  with 
I  Mr.  John  Knower,  became  the  proprietors  of  the 
1  woolen  mill  and  commenced  the  manutacture  of 
i  woolen  shawls,   they   sending  to  Scotland   for  a 
j   number  of  their  employees  that  had   been  em- 
ployed in  the  shawl  factories  in  that  country.  Mr. 
Roy  resided  in  this  village  antl  did  mucii  for  its 
I  welfare  and  growth,  and  after  a  life  of  much  useful- 
I  ness,  died  at  his  residence  in  1S78,  being  survived 
by  three  daughters:    Anna,  wife  of  Capt.  H. 
j  Sweny ;  Mary,  wife  of  Capt.  G.  A.  Sw  eny  ;  and 
I  .A.lice,   an  unmarried  daughter.     Mr.  Ro\  s  only 


:<.-i:-.r\/;  .,5- 

■  '      ' i,'.-'  ''.■->  m:^y^j>    ...         ■  ,. .  . 
:  V.  ^-/ii:-,' -..li)  ■  rii- 

'  -       ■  ■     ' '-i-   -■'  '     -■  =.  ;Mfi;>  ;;.-;.)  so    V'dl  !t!Cn1 

:     •■•       .  .  .;.      •  I:.."; 

.    '    ■  .  /.k     ,  -.  ■    ■-.  _ 

:     ■■-.-..1,':  ;:Jh:; 

■  ■- '         .  !;;.,:  -  , 
'        '   ;;.;;i;/;ir^       ■;  ■  i'  :y.-.j:f. 

;q  ];(-;;, -R!  Dri:  (O/;- 

•  •.-  -    -  b  ■H,:         ,         -^d  ^"v;'; 

■  ■'■        '  •  "■  '■viv-     ■  'unr.l:; 
■.:.,:■'./.      ,  -  ■■.j.-nT-/ ;  jn;:...' 

:  :-,  !U v;vi  ':  •  j.^s 

•  -rj-fi'ioq';         .-ni  -N'lf 

■  =1';;^"-;  uj;;-.',   :;d:  .r'^'NiMt-iCiv 

■  •  .  ■  '  ;. ..-J.  A  .- 
I  v«'  s >.  .IntjiiS 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


son,  James,  was  accidentally  drowned  at  Richfield 
Springs  in  1869,  aged  23  years 

The  Meneely  Bell  Foundry  was  established  in 
1826  by  Andrew  Meneely,  upon  the  present  loca- 
tion of  this  foundry.  Air.  .Meneely  learned  the 
trade  of  a  brass  founder  ami  mathematical  instru- 
ment maker  of  ^Nlr.  Julius  Hanks,  who  kept  a 
small  shop  or  foundry,  which  was  then  located  on 
the  west  side  of  Broadway,  about  one  hundred 
feet  south  of  Buffalo  street,  in  what  was  then 
called  the  village  of  Gibbonsville.  Mr.  Meneely 
commenced  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  civil 
engineering  instruments,  and  also  the  manufactur- 
ing of  church  bells  and  town  clocks.  This  busi- 
ness steadily  increased,  and  in  1S35  he  took  Jonas 
V.  Oothout  into  partnership  with  him,  the  firm 
name  being  Meneely  A  Oothout.  This  firm  con- 
tinued to  exist  until  1S41,  when  r^Ir.  Oothout 
withdrew,  and  Mr.  Meneely  continued  the  business 
alone  until  1849,  when  he  took  his  son  Edwin  A. 
in  the  business  as  a  partner,  the  firm  name  being 
Andrew  Meneely  &  Son.  In  1851  Andrew 
Meneely  died,  and  this  business  was  thereafter 
conducted  by  his  two  sons,  Edwin  A.  and  George 
R.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Andrew  Meneely's 
Sons;  and  a  few  years  thereafter  changed  to  E.  A. 
&  G.  R.  Meneely.  Soon  after  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Andrew  Meneely,  his  successors  discontinued  the 
manufacture  of  civil  engineering  instruments  (}\x. 
Meneely  having  discontinued  the  manufacture  of 
town  clocks  previous  to  his  decease),  and  gave 
their  exclusive  attention  to  the  manufacture  of 
church  bells  and  chimes  of  bells,  fire-alarm  bells, 
etc.  In  1874  Mr.  George  R.  IMeneely  withdrew 
from  this  business,  and  thereafter  the  present  firm 
name  of  Meneely  k  Co.  was  adopted,  the  present 
members  of  the  firm  being  Edwin  A.  Meneely  and 
his  sons,  Andrew  H.  and  George  K.  This  foundry 
has  a  world-wide  reputation,  having  for  many  years 
sent  bells  of  its  manufacture  to  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  proprietors  of  this  foundry  have 
from  time  to  time  made  several  improvements  in 
the  form  of  the  bells  and  the  manner  of  hanging 
them,  so  as  to  make  the  labor  of  ringing  as  easv 
as  possible. 

FACTORIES. 

The  Brass  Foundry  of  George  R.  Meneely  &  Co. 
was  established  in  1874  by  Mr.  George  R.  Meneely, 
for  the  manufacture  of  a  patent  journal  bearing  for 
steam  cars,  locomotives,  etc.  This  firm  has 
another  foundry,  which  is  located  at  Atlanta,  Ga. , 
where  the  same  patent  bearing  is  manufactured. 
The  firm  carries  on  an  extensive  business,  supplying 
most  of  the  principal  railroads  with  journals  of  their 
manufacture. 

The  Meneely  Hardware  Company  is  a  private 
manufacturing  corporation,  which  was  incorporated 
in  1882,  the  incorporators  and  trustees  being  George 
R.  Meneely,  Charles  \).  Meneely  and  John  Gib- 
bons, the  wares  manufactured  by  this  companv 
being  harness,  rope  and  chain  snaps,  also  rope 
goods  for  horses  and  cattle,  many  ol  the  wares  being 
the  inventions  of  Mr.  John  Gibbons  above  men- 
tioned. 


The  Covert  Manufacturing  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  the  City  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  1873,  the  origi- 
nal members  of  the  firm  being  James  C.  Covert, 
Madison  Covert,  Henry  Wakeman  and  Scudder 
W'akeman.  In  1S79  tliis  establishment  removed 
from  Troy  to  this  village,  and  soon  afterward  the 
Messrs.  Wakeman  withdrew  from  the  firm,  leaving 
the  ^Messrs.  Covert  the  sole  proprietors. 

The  goods  originally  manufactured  by  this  firm 
were  harness  snaps,  rope  goods  and  saddlery, 
hardware  specialties.  In  1S83  the  Messrs.  Covert 
added  to  the  manufacture  of  the  class  of  goods 
above  mentioned  the  extensive  manufacture  of  all 
kinds  of  wrought  iron  chains,  from  the  lightest  to 
the  heaviest  grades. 

POTTERY. 

The  manufactory  of  earthenware,  conmionly 
called  "The  Pottery, which  he  located  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Washington  and  Schenectady 
streets,  was  established  in  1831  by  Mr.  Sanford 
S.  Perry,  the  factory  at  that  date  being  located  on 
Champiain  street,  fronting  the  T\rie  Canal,  a  short 
distance  above  BuHalo  street.  This  pottery  was 
purchased  of  I\Ir.  Perry  in  1S45  by  the  firm  of 
Porter  P'raser  (Nathan  Porter  and  Robert  H. 
Eraser),  and  by  this  firm  in  that  year  removed  to 
its  present  location.  About  a  year  afterward  ]Mr. 
Fraser  died,  and  his  brother,  George  B.  Eraser, 
succeeded  him  as  a  member  of  the  firm.  This 
firm  continued  for  eighteen  years,  when  it  was 
dissolved,  each  of  the  members  retiring  from 
active  business,  and  the  pottery  and  business  being 
sold  to  Mr.  George  H.  Seymour,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. , 
and  thereafter  conducted  by  him,  and  now  con- 
ducted by  the  firm  of  Shepley  &  Smiths. 

iMr.  Nathan  Porter,  who  is  now  one  of  our  oldest 
citi;^ens,  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Mass.,  in  1809, 
and  came  to  this  village  to  reside  in  1839. 

Mr.  George  B.  Fraser  was  born  at  Athens. 
N.  Y. ,  and  came  to  this  village  in  1845,  and  re- 
mained a  resident  until  his  decease  in  18S4,  aged 
78  years. 

JONEs'  C.\R  WORKS. 

J.  M.  Jones'  Sons  Horse-Car  Works  was  first  es- 
tablished as  a  manufactory  of  wagons  and  carriages 
in  1839  by  Messrs.  Henry  W.  Witbeck  and  Joim  .M. 
Jones,  under  the  firm  name  of  \^'itbeck  it  jones. 
This  hrm  continued  to  manufacture  wagons  and 
carriages  until  1863,  when  Mr.  Witbeck  withdrew 
from  the  business  and  !Mr.  George  Lawrence  took 
his  place;  and  upon  the  advent  of  ^Ir.  Lawrence, 
the  firm  s  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  build- 
ing of  horse-cars  in  connection  with  their  regular 
business,  and  the  manufacture  of  wagons  and  car- 
riages was  soon  afterward  abandoned  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  horse-cars  only.  In  1864  Mr.  Law- 
rence was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  the  business 
on  account  of  ill  health,  Mr.  Jones  purchasing  his 
interest  and  associating  his  sons  in  the  business 
with  him.  under  the  firm  name  of  \.  ^I.  jones  iSr 
Co.  In  February,  18S2,  Mr.  John  ^I.  Jones  ilied. 
and  his  sons,  John  H.  and  Walter  A.,  contniued 
the  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  M.  Jones' 
Sons. 
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The  cars  manufactured  by  this  firm  have  world-  I 
wide  reputation.  Cars  of  its  manufacture  are  now  i 
being  used  in  South  America.  East  Indies  and  ' 
other  foreijrn  countries,  besides  in  all  parts  of  the  | 
United  States  and  C'anadas.  ! 

In  January.  1879,  these  works  were  removed  to 
Schenectady,  but  remained  there  only  for  a  short 
time,  bavins:  returned  t(j  West  Troy  in  18S3.     Mr.  j 
.  John   A.   O'Haire,   the  superintendent  of  these  [ 

1  "  works,  has  been    continuously   employed   there  1 

since  1854.  Mr.  Robert  W'augh,  the  sujx'rintend- 
ent  of  the  painting  department,  has  been  an  em- 
ployee of  these  works  for  more  than  forty  years. 

PI.AM.VG  AND  SAWI.VG  MILLS. 

The  James  Kerslake  Planing,  Sawing  and  Mold- 
ing i\Iill  was  originally  erected  by  Mr.  Kilgour  in  i 
1852,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Messrs.  Ufford  iS; 
Latham,   and   Mr.   Kerslake  succeeded    Messrs.  j 
Ufford       Latham  in   1873,   becoming  the  sole 
owner  of  the  entire  mill  property.    Mr.  Kerslake 
continued  to  conduct  this  mill  until  his  decease, 
July  9,  1882,  and  since  that  date  the  business  has  ' 
been  carried  on  by  his  widow.    The  entire  estab- 
lishment is   in  charge  of  and  under  the  control 
of  Mr.  Waters  ^^^  Braman,  the  general  manager. 

The  Rousseau  &  Harrington  Planing  ^Mill  was  1 
established  by  Mr.  Lewis  Rousseau,   the  senior 
member  of  this  firm,  in  1834,  and  he  thereupon 
entered  into  copartnership  with  Mr.  Easton,  the 
firm  name  being  Rousseau  &  Easton.    This  co- 
partnership continued  for  twenty-eight  years,  when 
Mr.  Easton  withdrew  from  the  busmess.  Mr. 
Rousseau  always  remained  interested  in  this  busi- 
■  ness  since  iis  establishment.    The  present  junior 
member  of  this  hrm,  Mr.  Arvin  W.  Harrington,  is  , 
a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Rousseau.    Afr.  Rousseau  was  j 
born  in  Troy,  September  24,  1S04,  and  lived  there  j 
for  the  first  thirty  years  of  his  life,  when  he  re- 
moved to  this  village  in  1834.    He  was  also  the 
founder  of  the  Watervliet  Bible  Society. 

Mr.  Rousseau  died  very  suddenly,  at  this  village, 
on  July  2,  1884. 

The  Dry  Goods  and  Wall  Paper  establishment  \ 
of  James  D.  Lobdell's  Sons  was  established  by  i 
James  D.  Lobdell  in  1847,  ^ri<i  he  continued  to 
carry  on  the  business  until  his  ilecease,  January  18, 
1879,  when  his  sons,  ^lessrs.  William,  Edward  and 
James,  succeeded  to  the  business,  and  carried  on 
the  same  under  the  above  mendoned  Hrm  name. 

On  February  i,  1884,  Mr.  James  Lobdell  with-  : 
drew  from  the  hrm,  and  the  business  is  now  carried  1 
on  by  Messrs.  William  and  Edward  Lobdell  under 
the  same  hrm  name.  1 

Tn  1829  Mr.  Jame.s  Lobdell,  the  grandfather  of  j 
the  present  proprietors  of  this  establishment,  j 
opened  a  dry  goods  store  in  West  Troy,  and  ever  j 
since  that  date  the  Lobdells  have  conducted  the  i 
principal  dry  goods  establishments  of  this  village.  \ 

GREEN  LSLANT).  j 

The  village  of  Green  Island  is  located  upon,  and  j 
derives  its  name  from,  the  island  called  (ireen  ^ 
Island.    The  corporate  limits  of  this  village  in-  , 


elude  the  whole  of  this  island,  together  with  the 
small  island  lying  east  of  it,  and  called  Center 
Island.  Green  Island  is  bounded  by  the  Hudson 
River  on  the  east  and  the  Mohawk  River  on  the 
west — one  of  the  many  mouths  or  '"sprouts"  of 
the  Mohawk  River, and  known  as  the  si.xth  sprout, 
running  along  the  west  bank  of  this  island  and 
emptving  into  the  Hudson  River  at  the  southern 
point  thereof 

This  island  was  originally  owned  by  Col.  Kiliaen 
Van  Rensselaer,  the   patroon,  and  comprised  a 
portion  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck.  This 
island,  together  with  the  island  called  Jan  Ciown- 
sen  Island,  and  the  land  lying  opposite  to  it  on 
the  west  bank  of  this  sprout  of  the  Mohawk  River, 
and  e.xtending  back  therefrom  the  distance  of  one- 
half  of  an  English  mile,  comprised  the  farm,  or 
"  Bowery, "  called  "Turkee."    This  farm,  or  bow- 
ery, which  included  this  island,  was  sold  and  con- 
veyed, by  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer  to  Col.  Peter 
Scliu)  !er,  by  an  indenture,  which  is  written  upon 
parchment,  and  dated  May  6,  170S;  and  in  this 
conveyance  this  island  is  mentioned  as  "the  island 
called  Green  Island."    This  conveyance  also  men- 
tions the  fact  that  Maria,  the  wife  of  said  Col. 
Peter  Schuyler,  is  the  sister  of  said  Kiliaen  Van 
Rensselaer;  also  that  said  Schuyler  and  his  heirs 
and  assigns  are  to  yield,  pay  and  deliver  to  said 
Van  Rensselaer  one-tenth  part  of  the  annual  crops 
of  said  farm,  or  bowery,  each  and  every  year.  On 
the  8th  day  of  June,  1713,  Col.  Peter  Schuyler, 
and  Maria,  his  wife,  sold  this  farm,  or  bowery, 
called  Turkee  (which  included  Green  Island),  to 
one  Hendrick  Oothout,  of  the  City  of  Albany,  a 
carpenter,   for  the  sum  of  ^850,  current  money 
of  New  York.   This  island  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Hendrick  Oothout  and  his  descendants  until 
the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  when  Mr.  Geo. 
Tibbitts  became  the  owner  of  the  northern  part, 
which  contained  262  acres,  the  whole  island  con- 
taining 3S7  acres.    The  island  was  of  no  impor- 
tance as  a  place  of  residence  until  1835,  when  the 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  Railroad  bridge  was  com- 
pleted, the  bridije  making  a  public  highway  be- 
tween the  island  and  the  city  of  Troy.    The  rail- 
road company,  after  completing  this  bridge,  also 
constructed  tlie  wooden  bridge  over  the  sprout  of 
the  Mohawk  to  West  Troy,  and  opened  the  road 
or  highway,  which  runs  across  the  island,  from  one 
bridge  to  the  other,  and  now  called  Albany  avenue, 
this  being  the  first  public  street  opened  on  the  isl- 
and.   The  railroad  bridge  was,  at  the  time  of  its 
construction,  considered  a  very  important  piece  of 
engineering  and  mechanical  skill;  its  length  being 
upward  of  i,6oo  feet,  and  resting  upon  eight  mas- 
sive piers  of  hewn  stone,  and  having  a  draw  of 
sixty  feet  at  the  eastern  end  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  river  craft.    Seventeen  hundred  thousand 
cubic  feet  of  timber  were  used  in  its  construction. 
On   Tuesday,   October  6,   1835,  the  Rensselaer 
and  Saratoga  Railroad  was  completed,  and  the 
trains  crossed  the  brido^e  for  the  first  time  on  that 
day.    On  the  arrival  of  the  cars  at  the  approach  to 
the  bridge  from  this  island,  the  locomotive  was  de- 
tached and  horses  were  substituted,  which  drew 
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the  cars  across  the  bridge  and  down  River  street, 
in  the  city  of  Troy,  to  the  Troy  House,  the  termi- 
nus of  the  road.  This  mode  of  conveving  the  cars 
across  tiie  Ijridge  was  ci;>ntinued  until  1854,  when 
a  second  bridge,  adjoining  the  original,  or  old 
bridge,  was  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  using 
locomotives  instead  of  horses,  and  thereafter  all 
trains  were  drawn  across  the  bridge  by  locomotives. 
The  rails  of  the  old  track  were  removed  and  the 
bridge  thoroughly  repaired,  and  that  part  used  by 
teams  and  pedestrians.  On  the  loth  day  of  ^lay, 
1862,  the  eastern  half  of  this  bridge  was  destroyed 
by  fire  (that  part  which  extended  from  Center  Island 
to  Troy),  and  was  immei.liately  rej)laced  with 
another  wooden  structure.  In  1S79  western 
half  of  this  bridge  was  removed  and  replaced  by 
an  iron  structure.  In  1SS4  the  eastern  half  of  this 
bridge  was  removed,  and  also  replaced  by  an  iron 
structure. 

STATK  D.\.M. 

The  dam  which  extends  across  the  Hudson 
River  from  the  eastern  bank  of  this  island  to  Troy, 
and  called  the  "State  Dam,  '  was  built  by  the 
State,  and  completed  in  1823.  The  completion  of 
this  dam  and  the  sloop  lock  at  its  eastern  end  was 
honored  by  the  citizens  of  Troy  and  vicinity  on 
September  i,  1S23,  by  a  public  celebration  and  the 
firing  of  artillery.  The  length  of  the  dam  was 
eleven  hundred  feet;  height,  nine  feet. 

The  inside  length  of  the  sloop  lock  was  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  feet,  the  width  thirty  feet, 
height  twenty-five  feet,  and  lift  nine  feet. 

The  cost  of  this  dam  was  $92,270.  Previous 
to  the  time  of  the  construction  of  this  dam,  there 
was  a  dyke,  which  extended  from  this  island  in  an 
easterly  direction  to  the  channel  of  the  river;  but 
it  was  removed  and  replaced  by  this  dam. 

STATE  BASIX. 

The  original  form  of  this  island  has  been  much 
altered,  by  reason  of  the  construction  of  a  dyke  at 
the  northern  point,  which  connects  it  with  the 
city  of  Cohoes,  and  a  pier  at  the  southern  point, 
which  connects  it  with  the  village  of  West  Trov. 
The  object  of  the  construction  of  the  dyke  and 
pier  was  to  convert  the  sprout  of  the  Mohawk 
River,  between  these  two  points,  into  a  large  basin 
to  be  used  for  canal  boats  and  river  craft. 

The  dyke  at  the  northern  end  of  this  island  was 
so  constructed  as  to  cut  off  and  turn  the  natural 
flow  of  the  water  in  this  sprout  of  the  IMohawk 
into  the  Hudson  Ri\er;  while  the  pier  at  the  south- 
ern point  of  this  island  acted  as,  and  in  feet  is,  a 
dam,  which  holds  the  water  back,  and  raises  its 
natural  level  several  feet.  At  the  southern  end  of 
this  pier  there  was  constructed  a  •''  lock,"  bv  means 
of  which  boats  were  enabled  to  obtain  access  to  the 
Hudson  River  and  return. 

The  dyke  and  pier  were  constructed  by  the  State 
of  New  York,  the  work  being  done  by  Messrs 
Daniel  Hartnett,  James  Brady  and  Kpliriam  Bald- 
svin,  contractors,  all  of  whom  were  residents  of 
West  Troy;  the  work  was  commenced  in  1849 
and  completed  in  1852. 


Alonsj  the  east  side  of  this  island,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  approach  to  the  railroad  bridge  to 
the  southern  point  of  tlie  island,  was  a  sudden  rise 
of  ground,  or  bluff,  of  about  8  to  10  feet  high. 

This  bluff  or  gravel  bank  was  removed  by  the 
contractors,  and  used  to  fill  up  and  make  the  pier. 
In  removing  the  bluff,  there  were  found  quite  a 
large  number  of  human  bones  and  skulls,  which 
were  very  much  decomposed;  also  a  few  bra^s 
buttons,  which  were  evidently  military  buttons, 
but  they  were  so  corroded  that  it  was  impo.ssible  to 
ascertain  with  any  certainty  to  whom  they  once  be- 
longed. It  is  probable  that,  at  some  time  during  the 
French  and  Indian  war,  a  battle  took  place  on  or 
near  this  island,  and  this  bluff  was  made  a  place  of 
burial  for  those  killed  in  the  affray.  The  finding  of 
these  human  remains  created  quite  a  sensation  at 
the  time,  and  a  number  of  persons  from  Albany 
and  other  places  came  to  examine  them.  The 
portion  of  this  island  lying  south  of  Albany 
avenue  was,  previous  to  1849,  ''^  ^  \^\\^  and  un- 
cultivated state,  and  was  used  as  a  picnic  ground 
by  the  residents  of  West  Troy  and  vicinity:  and  for 
a  month  or  two  during  the  v.-arm  weather,  a  few  of 
the  St.  I'Yancis  Indians  and  their  families,  from 
Canada,  would  come  and  camp  on  this  part  of  the 
island  and  sell  baskets  and  other  articles  made  by 
them  to  the  residents  of  Troy  and  West  Troy. 
These  Indians  would  always  leave  the  island  at  a 
time  unknown  to  the  residents  in  the  vicinity,  and 
after  they  had  gone  it  would  be  noticed  that  the 
earth  about  this  bluff  had  been  disturbed:  but  if 
questioned  about  it,  they  would  deny  all  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact.  After  the  discovery  of  these 
human  remains,  it  became  evident  that  these  In- 
dians had  knowledge  of  the  fact,  and  they  were 
slowly  digging  up  the  remains  and  taking  them  to 
some  other  locality  for  interment  or  preservation. 

RAILROADS. 

In  1840  the  construction  of  the  Troy  and 
Schenectady  Railroad,  which  crossed  this  island, 
was  commenced,  and  the  first  trains  began  run- 
ning about  the  first  of  November.  1842.  This  rail- 
road is  now  owned  and  run  by  the  New  York 
Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company. 

VILL.\GE  OF  GREEN  ISLAND. 

The  village  of  Green  Island  was  first  incor- 
[)orated,  or  chartered,  by  an  order  of  the  Court  ot 
Sessions,  held  in  the  Countv  of  Albany  at  the  City 
Hall  of  Albany,  on  the  5th  dayof  .\pril.  1853,  the 
Hon.  Albert  D.  Robinson,  County  Judge,  presid- 
ing. Under  the  provisions  of  this  charter  the  in- 
habitants of  this  village  assembled  on  the  i8th  of 
June,  1853,  and  elected  village  officers  as  follows, 
viz. :  five  Trustees,  two  Assessors,  a  Collector. 
Treasurer,  Clerk,  Street  Commissioner,  Pound- 
master  and  two  Fire  Wardens. 

On  the  27th  of  the  same  month  the  Trustees  met 
and  c-ganized  ;  their  names  were  as  foll'-ws  : 
Stephen  \'iele.  jacob  Yates.  Robeit  Bogardus,  War- 
ner (iroat  and  .Mexander  Morrison.  I'hey  chose 
Alexander  Morrison  as  President. 
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On  May  12,  1S69,  this  village  was  duly  char- 
tered by  a  special  act  of  tlie  Legislature,  the  former 
laws  under  which  this  village  was  organized  not 
being  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  village.  By 
this  new  charter  tiie  Board  of  'I'rustees  were  given 
several  powers  which  they  did  not  have  under  the 
former  charter.  The  Presidents  of  this  village  from 
the  first  organization  have  been  as  follmvs,  viz.: 
1853,  Alexander  Morrison  ;  1854,  James  Reming- 
ton ;  1S55,  Stephen  Viele  :  1856,  James  Reming- 
ton; 1857,  Charles  M.  Parker;  1858,  James 'I'or- 
rence;  1859-60-61,  Thomas  Stantial;  1862,  Jonas 
Clute  ;  1863-64,  William  M.  Strong;  186^,  John 
]\Iiller;  1S66-67,  James  Glass;  1868,  William  E. 
Gilbert;  1869-70,  Henry  S.  Marcy;  1871-72-73, 
James  Glass  ;  1 874,  Edgar  Gardner  ;  1875-76-77, 
Benjamin  E.  Manier;  1878.  William  I'orrence; 
1879,  William  E.  Keating  ;  18S0,  William  Bliss; 
1881,  Tliomas  H.  Richardson;  1882.  James  Tor- 
rence  ;  1883-84-85,  Joseph  Hines. 

Although  this  village  is  a  distinct  municipality, 
yet,  in  fact,  it  is  a  suburb  of  the  city  of  Troy  ;  the 
land  upon  which  it  is  built  was  owned  and  laid 
out  into  village  lots,  with  streets  and  alleys,  by  res- 
idents of  that  city.  The  car  shops  of  Messrs. 
Eaton  k  Gilbert,  being  the  first  manufacturing  in- 
terest of  any  importance  established  in  this  village, 
were  built  in  1853,  while  they  were  residents  of 
Troy.  At  the  present  time  the  majority  of  the 
resident  laboring  classes  are  employed  in  Troy, 
while  many  business  men.  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed in  that  city,  reside  in  this  village  ;  and  thus 
the  interests  of  this  village  are  closely  allied  with 
those  of  that  city. 

HOTEL. 

The  first  hotel  located  in  this  village  was  erected 
in  1850,  on  a  triangular  lot  of  land  on  the  corner 
of  Albany  avenue  and  \\'ashington  street,  directly 
opposite  to  the  approach  to  the  railroad  bridge, 
and  was  called  the  Green  Island  Hotel.  This 
hotel  was  conducted  under  the  management  of 
Mr.  John  J.  Goddell  until  1864,  when  it  was  con- 
verted into  railroad  offices  and  depot,  and  since 
that  date  has  been  occupied  as  such. 

OLDEST  INHABITANT. 

The  oldest  resident  inhabitant  of  this  island  is 
I\Ir.  Matthev\-  E.  Hyde,  who  removed  from  the 
village  of  West  Troy  to  this  island  in  the  spring 
of  1842.  At  that  time  there  were  located  upon 
this  island  six  dwelling  houses,  two  buildings 
used  as  bowling  alleys  or  restaurants,  some  repair 
shops  of  the  railroad  company,  a  small  wooden 
building  used  as  a  school-house,  and  a  saw- 
m'ill,  located  at  the  State  dam,  which  was  built 
in  1836. 

Goose  Egg  Island  was  the  name  of  a  very  small 
island  about  200  feet  south  of  the  south  point 
of  Green  Island.  This  island  was  incorporated  in 
and  became  a  part  of  the  above-mentioned  pier  at 
the  time  of  the  construction  of  the  State  pAsin. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The  first  newspaper  edited  and  published  in  this 
village  was  a  weeklv  edition,  called   The  Green 


Island  Rainv.  This  paper  was  published  and  ed- 
ited by  !Mr.  Henry  L.  Gilbert  from  January.  1879, 
to  September  26,  1884,  when  ?^Ir.  Gilbert  disposed 
of  it  to  W.  A.  Cole  and  L.  H.  Weeks,  who  con- 
tinued to  publish  the  paper  under  the  name  of 
The  Albatiy  Coioiiv  Herald. 

POLICE. 

The  first  police  force  of  this  village  was  what 
was  known  as  the  "Capital  Police,'  this  villai^e 
being  wiiliin  the  same  precinct  as  that  of  the 
city  of  Cohoes.  This  police  organizadon  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Green  Island  Police  Eorce,  which 
was  organized  in  June,  1871  ;  the  Legislature,  by 
an  act  passed  April  20,  1871,  giving  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  this  village  power  and  authority  to  ap- 
point Police  Commissioners,  who  were  duly  em- 
powered to  organize  a  police  force  for  this  village, 
and  to  fully  control  the  same. 

CHURCHES. 

The  jMethudisl  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Milage  of 
Green  Island. — This  church  was  organized  in  the 
year  1853,  the  congregation  being  composed  most- 
ly of  members  from  the  North  Second  Street  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  the  city  of  Troy.  The 
meetings  and  services  of  this  congregation  were 
first  held  in  a  small  school-house  which  was  lo- 
cated on  or  near  the  corner  of  George  and  Swan 
streets.  During  the  same  year  this  society  com- 
menced the  erection  of  the  present  church  edifice, 
which  is  located  on  die  east  side  of  Hudson  ave- 
nue, a  short  distance  north  of  the  railroad  bridge. 
This  edifice  was  completed  in  the  spring  of  1S54, 
and  was  dedicated  on  the  9th  day  of  May  of  that 
year.  Its  total  cost,  together  with  furniture  and 
lots,  was  about  $4,000.  The  first  pastor  of  this 
congregation  was  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Cook,  and  the 
congregation  consisted  of  thirty-five  members. 
The  tirst  class  leaders  were  Hinkley  Davis  and 
Joshua  Coleburn;  Stewards,  C.  L.  Bogardus,  C. 
A.  Crawford  and  E.  B.  \\'inne.  In  the  summer 
of  1863  the  church  parsonage  was  erected,  which 
cost  §2,000. 

In  1875  the  church  edifice  was  enlarged  by  re- 
moving the  whole  of  the  front  end  of  the  building 
and  reconstructing  the  same  on  the  line  of  the 
street,  thus  increasing  the  length  of  the  edifice; 
this  nev  front  was  much  improved  by  the  addition 
of  stained  glass  windows.  'I'he  cost  of  the  enlarge- 
ment was  about  $2,200.  The  following  named 
persons  have  been  the  successive  pastors  of  this 
church  in  the  order  named,  viz.;  Revs.  R.  Gregg, 
D.  W.  Dayton,  G.  W.  S.  Porter,  C.  C.  Bedell. 
Truman  Seymour,  J.  W.  Belknap,  A.  C.  Rose,  S. 
W.  Coleman,  B.  B.  Loomis,  D.  W.  Gates,  L.  D. 
Sherwood.  J.  K.  Wager,  Wm.  H.  Washburn,  L.  N. 
Beaudrv",  Samuel  IMeredith,  C.  A.  S.  Heath,  Ed- 
win Genge,  and  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  r. 
Livingston. 

The  First  Preshyierian  Church. — The  organiza- 
tion of  this  church  dates  from  April  iS,  1S53, 
when,  at  a  meeting  uf  the  session  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Troy,  held  in  the  session 
room  of  said  church,  a  series  of  resolutions  were 
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duly  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  B'atchford,  M.  D. ,  ' 
which  recommended  the  procuring  a    site   and  ' 
building  a  suitable  house  of  worship  in  the  village  | 
of  Green  Island.    Tliese  resolutions  were  adopted  ; 
by  the  session,   and  a  committee  ajjpointed  to  i 
carry  the  same  into  effect.    This  committee  at  once  | 
entered  on  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  by  purchas-  ; 
ing  a  suitable  plot  of  ground,  which  was  located 
on  the  west  side  of  Hudson  avenue,  a  short  dis-  ; 
tance  south  of  Clinton  street,  and  erecting  thereon 
a  small  w  ooden  house  of  worship,  which  was  com- 
pleted in  the  following  winter  and  dedicateil  on 
the  2Sth  of  February,  1854,   the  dedicatory  ser- 
mon being  preached  by  Rev.  ."\[r.  Field,  of  Troy. 
This  society  duly  organized  on  the  da_\-  of  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  church,  with  seventeen  members,  and 
James  Remmington,  George  Beach  and  Stephen 
Viele  were  elected  as  elders.    On  the  i6th  of  the 
following  ^larch.  Messrs.  James Torrence.  William  j 
F.  Adams,  William  H.  Lansing,  Fred.   Kean  and  1 
Josc[)h  D.   Hardin  were  elected  trustees.     The  ' 
congregation  continued  to  worship  in  this  house  ; 
until  September,    1866,  when  it  was  sold    and  i 
removed  from   the  plot  of  ground  upon  which 
it  stood,  and  in  its  place  was  erected  the  present  | 
handsome  brick  edifice  at  the  cost  of  si 9, 800.  i 
The  present  membership  of  this  church  is  175.  I 
The  following  named  persons  have  been  the  sue-  \ 
cessive  pastors  of  this  church  in  the  order  named:  i 
Rev.  W'm.  K.  Jones,  from  June,  1854,  to  January, 
1857;  Rev.  Jacob  G.  Miller,  from  February,  1857, 
to  June,  1859;  Rev.   V.   A.    Lewis,   from  July, 

1859,   to  ,  1862;   Rev.  David  Edgar,  from 

 ,  1862,  to  April,  1865;  Rev.  Richard  Os- 
borne, from  April,  1S65,  to  March,  1868;  Rev. 
Stephen  Bush,  from  March,    1868,  to  June.  1874; 

Rev.  J.  O.   Fillmore,  D.  D.,  from   ,  1874,  I 

to  ,    1875;  Rev.  J.  W.  Whitfield.  A.  ]\L,  1 

from  February.  1876,  to  February,  1879;  Rev.  | 
Charles  Wood,  from  April,  1879,  to  April,  1S80;  j 
Rev.  J,  N.  Crocker,  a  supply  for  one  year;  Rev.  ] 
Charles  E.  Havens,  the  present  pastor,  from  Mav,  i 
1881.  '  j 

St.  Joseph's  Calliolic  CJiiircJi. — This  church  was  1 
organized  in  1869,  and  the  present  church  edifice,  ! 
which  is  located  on  George  street,  near  Swan  street,  j 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $5,000.  In  connection  ; 
with  this  church  is  a  very  handsome  parsonage  and 
grounds,  which  cost  §9,000.  The  first  priest  in  ! 
charge  of  this  church  was  the  Rev.  J.  iMclManeinv,  ! 
who  was  succeeded  by  the  present  priest,  the  Rev.  j 
Thos.  Connelly.  j 

Si.  Marks  Episcopal  Church. — This  church  was  ' 
organized  in  November,  1865.  mainly  through  the  ; 
efforts.of  the  Rev.  Edgar  T.  Chapman,  who  was  at  \ 
the  time  the  assistant  rector  of  St.  Paul's  C"hurch. 
Troy,  and  who  became  the  rector  of  this  church  1 
at  the  lime  of  the  organization.  At  the  time  this  ! 
church  organized,  and  until  the  church  edifice  was  ! 
completed,  services  were  regularly  held  in  a  room  ; 
in  the  second  story  of  a  small  wooden  building  1 
owned  and  used  by  Mr.  Uri  Gilbert  as  a  carriage  ' 
house.  1 

Immediately  a[)on  organizing,  this  congregation 
commenced  the  erection  of  the  present  church  ! 


edifice  and  chapel  located  on  the  east  side  of 
Hudson  avenue,  opposite  Clinton  street,  the  church 
being  consecrated  on  December  12,  1866,  by  the 
Right  Rev.  Horatio  Potter,  D.  D. ,  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese.  The  cost  of  the  church  and  chapel  was 
Si  7,000.  In  1872  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chapman 
resigned  his  rectorship,  and  from  that  date  until 
1874  the  Revs.  E.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Sharp  and  E. 
H.  Sanders  were  the  successive  rectors  of  this 
cliurch  for  short  intervals.  In  June,  1874,  the  i)res- 
ent  rector,  the  Rev.  R.  Julius  Adler,  took  charge. 

In  1880  the  chaj)el  was  enlarged  and  improved 
at  a  cost  of  S2.200.  In  1883  the  church  grounds 
were  greatly  improved  and  enlarged  by  the  erectic)n 
of  a  stone  wall  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  at  the 
cost  of  $1, 1  50. 

In  1884  the  rectory  which  adjoins  the  church  on 
the  south  was  erected  at  the  cost  of  $6,000.  being 
the  gift  of  Mr.  Uri  Gilbert. 

ODD  FELLOWS. 

Green  Island  Lodge,  No.  j6o,  Independenl  Order 
0/  Odd  Fclloivs. — This  lodge  was  granted  a  charter 
in  June.  1873,  the  charter  members  being  Edward 
Whitney,  Ira  M.  Husted,  William  Godfre}-,  ]ames 
Delve,  William  B.  Gardiner,  John  Heron,  Albert 
McCoubrv,  Antlrew  S.  Bassett.  fames  Madden, 
James  Cilass,  Edgar  (Gardner,  Levi  Coon.  Frederick 
A.  Stanley,  John  V>.  Chase  and  Samuel  Edgerton. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

The  first  public  school  of  this  village  was  the 
town  district  school,  this  island  constituting  the 
district  known  as  No.  23.  On  November  17, 
1854,  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  voted  that  this 
district  be  reorganized  and  governed  under  the 
Union  Free  School  law  of  this  State  ;  and,  in  ac- 
cordance with  said  law,  a  board  of  education  was 
elected,  which  consisted  of  Messrs.  Jos.  D.  Eaton, 
Stephen  Vitle,  James  Glass,  William  C.  Rodgers 
and  Edmund  J.  Gilbert.  At  the  present  time,  this 
school  occupies  two  large  brick  buildings  :  school 
building  No.  i,  which  is  located  on  Hudson  avenue 
and  was  erected  in  1865,  has  seating  capacity 
of  456  and  is  composed  of  seven  departments  ; 
school  building  No.  2,  which  is  located  on  the 
corner  of  West  and  Arch  streets,  was  erected  in 
1S79,  and  has  the  same  seating  capacity  and  num- 
ber of  departments  as  that  of  building  No.  i. 

The  circulating  librar\'  in  connection  with  this 
school  contains  upward  of  700  volumes  of  stand- 
ard works.  The  estimated  value  of  the  school 
property  of  this  village  is  536,000. 

RAILRO.VDS. 

In  this  village  are  located  the  laige  repair  shops, 
lieight  houses,  yards  and  oflices  of  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  the  lessee  of  the  old 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  Railroad  ;  also  the  freight 
houses,  yards  and  oflices  of  the  New  \'ork  Central 
and  Hudson  River  Railroad,  which  last  named 
railroad  now  owns  and  runs  the  old  Troy  and 
Schenectady  Railrcnd. 

The  horse  railrnad  w  hich  runs  through  George 
street  in  this  village,  and  called  the  Troy  and  Co- 
hoes  Horse  Railroad,  was  organized  February  11, 
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THE  VILLAGE  OF  WEST  TKOF. 


1862,  and  the  first  car  ran  over  the  track  of  this 
road  on  Saturcia\-,  October  10,  1863,  from  tlie 
east  approach  tu  tlie  raihoad  bridge  to  tlie  Cham- 
plain  Canal. 

LETTER  CARRIERS. 

The  letter  carrier  system  for  the  delivery  of  mail 
matter  to  residents  of  this  village  was  first  introduced 
and  took  effect  on  August  i.  1S82,  and  thereafter 
the  Green  Island  post-office  was  discontinued  ;  all 
mail  matter  for  this  village  being  transmitted  to  the 
Troy  post-office,  and  there  delivered  to  the  letter 
carriers  that  distribute  the  same  in  this  village  ; 
the  mail  matter  and  letter  carriers  being  under  the 
control  of  the  postmaster  of  Troy. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  only  public  building  in  this  village  is  Cor- 
poration Plall,  which  is  located  on  the  corner  of 
George  and  Clinton  streets.    This  building  was 
erected  in   1884,  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  and  is 
owned  by  the  village  of  Green  Islanil.    It  is  of 
brick,  and  contains  three  stories;  the  portions  of  I 
this  building  being  used  and  occupied  as  follows,  j 
viz. :     First  floor,   police   station    and  lock-up;  j 
second  floor,  council  chamber  for  the  Board  of  j 
Trustees;  third  floor,  public  hall.  I 

The  Fire  Department  of  this  village  consists  of  j 
two  hose  companies  and  one  steam  fire  engine  | 
company.  Previous  to  the  introduction  into  this  i 
village  of  the  system  of  water  works  by  the  West  | 
Troy  Water  Works  Company,  Uiis  village  depended  j 
upon  the  fire  department  of  Troy  to  extinguish  all  j 
fires,  in  accordance  with  a  contract  made  between  | 
these  municipalities,  this  village  paying  a  stated  I 
amount  of  money  per  annum,  and  the  department  1 
of  that  city  responding  to  all  fire  alarms  in  this  | 
village,  which  were  given  by  means  of  the  fire-  | 
alarm  telegraph  system  of  that  city,  which  was  ex- 
tended into  this  village  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  the  village  fire  department 
was  organized,  which  consisted  of  the  two  above- 
mentioned  hose  companies,  which  were  named 
Wm.  E.  Gilbert  Hose  Company  No.  i,  and  John 
McGowan  Hose  Company  No.  2. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  this  village  discontinued 
the  use  of  the  water  of  the  Water  Works  Compan\' 
for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  fires,  and  pur- 
chased a  steam  fire  engine,  which  was  named  Uri 
Gilbert  Steamer  Company  No.  i,  and  also  made  '. 
several  wells  or  cisterns  at  convenient  points  in  the 
public  streets  for  holding  water  for  fire  purposes; 
also  building  several  docks  or  piers  at  convenient 
points  upon  die  river  bank,  so  that  the  steamer 
could  stand  thereon  and  pump  water  from  the 
river. 

The  Green  Island  Malleable  Iron  Works. — This 
foundry  was  established  in  1852  by  William  Tor- 
rence,  now  deceased.  About  five  years  after,  IMr. 
John  O.  IVIerriam  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  I'or- 
rence,  under  the  firm  name  of  Torrence  ?klerriam. 


In  1S69  Mr.  Jones  W.  Law  reiice  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  the  firm  name  being  changed  to 
Torrence,  ]\Ierriam  ^'v:  Co.  In  1871  ?ylr.  Wm. 
Torrence  died,  and  his  son  Wm.  M.  succeetled 
him,  the  firm  name  remaining  unchanged.  This 
foundry  manufactures  all  kinds  of  the  best  malleable 
and  gra}-  iron  goods;  the  capital  invented  in 
these  works  being  $70,000,  and  employing  on 
an  average  one  hundred  men. 

The  Pinkcrton  Iron  Works. — These  works  were 
established  by  Mr.  Robert  Pinkcrton  in  1879,  and 
manufacture  steam  boilers,  bleachers,  tanks  and 
all  other  kinds  of  heavy  sheet-iron  goods. 

The  Blind  Factory  0/  Afessrs.  Craniplon  <2r 
Belden. — This  manufactory  was  established  in  1S67 
by  this  firm.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  establish- 
ments of  its  kind  in  the  United  States,  the 
machinery  being  propelled  by  water  power,  with 
the  capacity  of  manulacturing  400  pair  of  window- 
blinds  per  day.  This  firm  also  owns  and  runs  a 
large  factory  for  the  exclusive  manufacture  of 
doors;  this  last  mentioned  factory  is  located  near 
the  junction  of  the  Champlain  and  Erie  Canals, 
and  was  built  in  1883;  has  the  capacity  of  manu- 
facturing 375  doors  per  day.  The  firm  also  manu- 
factures a  superior  class  of  metallic  paint;  the  mines 
and  mills  being  at  Putman,  Washington  County, 
New  York.    They  employ  200  hands  and  upward. 


We  take  pleasure  in  making  mention  of  the 
following  citizens  of  West  Troy  and  V/atervliet, 
who,  by  their  guaranteed  support,  have  helpetl 
to  insure  the  publication  of  this  valuable  work  : 
Treanur  A  Hardin,  C.  L.  Culver,  Archie  Cul- 
len,  J.  C.  Dayton,  James  Forsyth,  George  ]klark, 
James  O.  \^'ood,  Waters  W.  Braman,  Alexan- 
der Shiland,  Patrick  Grogan,  W.  Hollands, 
Lewis  W.  Smith,  lohn  F.  Rov.  James  Rov 
Co.,  F.  B.  Duiant,  J.  H.  Harrington,  T.  '  W. 
Getman,  Francis  O'Brien,  Joseph  .AIcLean.  P. 
E.  Fennelly,  George  M.  Wiswall,  S.  S.  Wanda!!, 
Henry  Kimberly,  John  Riley,  H.  W.  Steenbergh, 
John  C.  Flail,  Joseph  Hynes,  J.  L.  Cory,  S.  B. 
Lanehart,  F.  Thompson,  A.  H.  Babcock,  D.  Hoit. 
W^illiam  M.  Torrance,  William  Connelly,  Edward 
Dwyer,  Wm.  H.  Vanderwerken,  Charles  G.  Wit- 
beck,  William  Swatling,  Isaac  M.  Haswell,  Shaker 
Society,  Abram  N.  Ladu,  Daniel  Whitbeck,  William 
J.  Mil'er,  Thomas  H.  Lansing,  ^lorgan  L.  Taylor, 
Thomas  Knowlson,  O.  F.  Cobb.  \\'.  G.  Griffin, 
Clinton  Robinson.  George  E.  Lyon,  John  Lun- 
dergan,  Edgar  Littleficld,  William  Trimble,  Robert 
Trimble.  Daniel  Knower,  Nelson  Hinman,  R.  P. 
Schuyler,  Jolin  Perrigo,  Robert  Waugh,  John  A. 
OTIaire,  John  Gibbons,  John  S.  Robinson,  Mrs, 
R.  Robinson,  J.  H.  Harmon,  Charles  L.  Mather, 
A.  W.  Gilbert,  F^dward  Lobdell,  Harry  Fitchctt, 
.\bram  L.  Lansing,  Mrs.  John  White,  William  M. 
Gafters,  fohn  .\.  Hills,  I>aac  B.  Pitts,  Isaac  \'an 
.\lstyne,  Fliram  C.  Abrams.  Aurelius  Gove,  M.  L. 
Bradford.  Marv  Wooliett. 
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